AGENDAS FOR
THE ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING OF PARISHIONERS and
THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING of
ST MARY-THE-VIRGIN, Buckland
Tuesday April 25th, 2017 at 7:30pm in The Reading Room
ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Prayers
Apologies
Appointment of Secretary for the meeting and for PCC
Minutes of the 2016 Vestry Meeting of Parishioners
Election of Churchwardens for 2017-2018

Those on the Church Electoral Roll and those who live in the ecclesiastical
parish area and whose names are on a register of Local Government
Electors, by reason of such residence, are entitled to vote on the election of
Churchwardens.
Only those on the Electoral Roll may vote on agenda items in the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) that follows.

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
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1.

Minutes of 2016 Annual Meeting

2.

Presentation of the Annual Report (Part 1)
Report on the Electoral Roll
Report on the proceedings of the PCC
Report on the fabric, goods and ornaments
Report on the Deanery Synod
Report of Financial Statements

3.

Appointment of the Independent Examiner for the 2017 financial
Statements

4.

Elections:
Deanery Synod
Parochial Church Council
Sidespeople

5.

Annual Report from Church & Village Activities

(Part 2)

6.

Rector’s Report 2016

(Part 2)

7.

Discussion on matters of general parochial interest. (It would be helpful,
although not essential; if you would notify the Rector or Hon. Secretary
of items before the meeting starts).

page 7
pages 3-6
page 7
page 8
pages 9-19

REPORT OF THE CAPTAIN OF THE BELLS

David Sayce

We have managed to ring for most services and all festivals. We have lost one
member through retirement and have 11 in number but through the year illnesses
and injuries have depleted us meaning we have had much appreciated support
from Betchworth and other ringers. While practice nights on Fridays are normally
well attended, we have had to cancel a few practices simply because of numbers.
We rang a number of quarter peals in the summer which improve our ringing and
we hope to do more in 2017. We had an annual outing shared with Betchworth,
the annual dinner and attendance at various training days. Progress in ringing is
steady and on Sundays we tend to ring simpler methods and produce good ringing
rather than try complex methods. New ropes were fitted and we are indebted to
the two sponsors who paid for them. We had a report from the Whitechapel Bell
Foundry about adjustment to two bells which we hope will be carried out in 2017,
funds permitting. We have visiting ringers from time to time and their contribution
together with the occasional wedding gives us an income which can be spent on
small maintenance items. We were very sad to have lost Barbara Hawkins who
rang for us from time to time for many years as well as coming on our outings and
attending our dinners.

BUCKLAND PARISH MAGAZINE

Richard Wheen, Editor

The Buckland Parish Magazine continues its role as a monthly church magazine, but
also as a magazine for the whole village. It is delivered by 15 distributors to about
210 households (i.e. all households in the village unless they have requested otherwise), and quite a few copies are also posted to others, especially ex-parishioners,
outside the village.
For the last seven years we have asked all households to contribute at least £8 for
the 12 issues. This year, we have put the suggested price up to £10. It is, however,
not always that easy to collect anything, let alone £8 or £10, from all the households to which the magazine is delivered. Which leads me to thank all the distributors for the excellent work they do in delivering the magazines and collecting whatever payment they can!
For 11 months of the year I do the editing but I am very grateful to Duncan Ferns
who for many years has stood in for the September issue.
This past year we have continued with regular and useful gardening contributions
from David Hogg of Buckland Nurseries, as well as, church news, a children’s page
and news of societies and charities. We welcome articles from anyone on (almost)
any topic.
The number of advertising pages is 12, with 54 advertisements inserted by local
tradespeople and service providers, plus occasional small ads. Bernard Hawkins
2
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Some of the previous priorities are still carried over and a copy of the detailed MAP
can be supplied on request.
We have a great team of people working in both our churches and I thank you all
for your many contributions. As always, new members are to be encouraged so if
you would like to serve on PCC or Deanery synod do come forward. It is one way to
get to know more about church life and the wider church. With all of us working
together I am sure these priorities will help sustain the ministry in our village
churches.
The children’s hymn, “I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together” says much to us about the fact that at the heart of the church’s ministry is
the crucial acknowledgement that it is about “we”. Every one of us is involved with
“Ministry”. It is not uncommon to find people implying that “that is a good thing to
do - by someone else please”! By contrast, the metaphor of the Body of Christ is
about ‘we-together’
I share with you the first verse and chorus which you probably recall!

I am the Church, You are the Church.
We are the Church together!
All who follow Jesus, All around the world,
Yes, we're the Church together!
The Church is not a building, The Church in not a steeple,
The Church is not a resting place, The Church is the people!
Going forward in 2017 these verses remind us that we, the people of God, are
called to show that the love of God can reach into the hearts of the communities in
which we serve.

With blessings and heartfelt thanks to you all!

Carol

has responsibility for magazine advertising, conducted jointly with Betchworth, where
he is ably assisted by Karen Munroe and David Hill, who organises the
artwork and layout. We thank them for their efforts, as well as our excellent printers,
Vincent Press of Dorking.
Advertising revenue in 2016 came to £3,434 and subscriber contributions were
£1,264. So with printing costs of £3,000 the magazine made a net profit of £1,698 for
the year.

BUCKLAND PAROCHIAL CHARITY

Ianthe Cox

The Henry Smith Charity is for ‘the relief of need’. This can be provided either generally or individually to people resident in the Parish of Buckland, as stated in the constitution of 1889.It can be provided as financial help or in the form of a gift to someone
who is undergoing a difficult time. The only stipulation is that the recipient must be a
resident of Buckland.
The Trustees apply for the Henry Smith Grant each year which amounts to £2500.
Buckland is one of 200 such villages who benefit from this generous charity.
There are 4 Trustees who were nominated by the Parish Council in May 2015, namely:






Ann Adams – Chairman
Philip Haynes – Treasurer
Ianthe Cox – Clerk
Parish Council representative – to be nominated
They will serve the Charity until May 2019.

Additionally there are 2 Representative Trustees:
 Susan Fellows.
 Vacancy exists – replacement needed
During 2016 the Trustees held meetings in May and November to discuss any parochial need that had come to light and agree the distributions. This resulted in two financial distributions during the year to 8 residents for assistance in the provision of food
and fuel bills. There were also two special one off payments during the year plus presents to those who had experienced unfortunate situations. The last routine distributions were made just before Christmas 2016.
The Charity is actively seeking a replacement for Pattie Vigers as a representative
Trustee.
The Charity is always willing to help anyone in need in the village. Identifying such a
requirement is difficult as it is a very private and sensitive area. Pattie Vigers was
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always our main source of such information. The name of the Clerk and telephone
number is on the back of the Parish magazine should any one wish to make contact.
While the Charity is able to provide limited financial assistance where needed there
can be some practical assistance in the form of a useful gift as well. All the work
provided by the Trustees is entirely voluntary.
The next meeting of the Trustees will be in May 2016 to discuss the Spring distributions and hopefully to welcome a new Trustee from the Parish Council and also a
new representative Trustee.

BUCKLAND ONE WORLD GROUP

Jim Docking Chair

The Buckland One World Group organises talks and entertainment to raise money
to support people in under-developed countries. The Group also organises talks
about other vulnerable people such as refugees. Our core charity is Money for
Madagascar, which is one of the few organisations that sponsors projects to “help
people help themselves” in one of the poorest countries in the world. We also support charities nominated by the speaker.
Last May we welcomed again Anne Mitchell, Reuben Suckling, Carol Hall, Fred Harrison and Fiona Hooper, who entertained us with “A Friday Feast of Words and Music”. This was very well received and raised £600 for Money for Madagascar.
In September, in aid of the same charity, Geoff Saunders gave an informative and
entertaining presentation on his visit to Antarctica. In November, we were to have
had a talk by a speaker recently returned from Madagascar, but at the last minute
he wasn’t available and the meeting was unfortunately cancelled.
At the time of writing we have had one talk this year, and a memorable one. This
was by Constance Chanteux entitled “Why I Host Refugees in my Home”, and it
raised funds for charities nominated by the speaker – the Sibling Fund to help refugee guests here, the Veria refugee camp in Greece, via Donate4Refugees, and
Anaya Aid which runs an ambulance for Syria. This was a heart-warming and eyeopening occasion, much appreciated by everyone.

coming year our financial challenges are to strive to be self- supporting in ministry
(i.e. pay enough to fund a full time priest), giving in the spirit of generosity so that
we may in time help other churches less fortunate. Our outward charitable giving is
part of our Christian stewardship and we will continue to support our chosen charities, as well as being mindful of seeking funds to support the fabric of both our
churches. This will take lots of prayer and commitment from all of us.
Each year we seem to have an increased amount of paperwork to process, and administrative and IT skills are much needed, so it was wonderful news when Melvin
Hughes (having just retired from full time work) volunteered to be PCC Secretary
for Betchworth! But that is not all, as well as being organist in both churches, masterminding 2 carol services, Melvin has also taken on the service rota planning for
Betchworth and in his spare time now sits on the DAC as an organ advisor! Thank
you so much Melvin!
For Buckland I thank Rosey Davy for all her help as PCC secretary and also Philip
Haynes for co-ordinating the rotas.
For the daily parish administration we have all benefitted from the work Melanie
Marsh undertakes in the Reading Room office, her help with the publicity of events,
website management, and the many services she has produced. We thank Melanie
and wish her family well for their future home when they return to USA.
In October we reviewed our Mission Action Plan maintaining our vision to:




And in 5 years’ time we want to be described as: An inclusive church, that is Open
to all, relevant to the needs of the community and at the centre of village life.
We have developed 5 key priorities going forward in a joint benefice plan. They are
as follows:
1.

In March, Theresa Haine, formerly Director of Money for Madagascar, will re-visit
us to give a presentation on her recent visit to the island, while in June Margaret
Watson and Christopher Wheen will give a concert in aid of MforM.
Everyone is warmly welcome to come to any of our meetings, which are held on
Friday evenings in the Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland, as announced in the
parish magazines and on posters. Those who would like to be placed on our mailing
list should get in touch with me at 01737 843260.
4

Get to know God together
Care for each other
Serve our neighbours

2.
3.
4.
5.

Development of joint ventures to bridge the gap between Welcoming and
Belonging, ensuring accessibility for all in worship and physical space.
(This means removing a few pews in both churches)
Appoint a Family and Children’s team coordinator / leader
Develop a series of Talks, which would involve the whole community.
Review our service pattern across the benefice
Succession planning: encouraging more people from the communities to
become involved in church life
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Helen writes: “After a long process of discernment, three years hard labour at theological college and three days of retreat during which the nation voted to leave the
EU, I boarded a coach at Wychcroft with seventeen fellow Ordinands bound for
Southwark cathedral. Meanwhile a wonderful group of supporters from our two
churches also boarded a coach in Reigate bound for the Service of Ordination. It was
a very special day, filled with hope for the future and much celebrating. It was the
end of a very long chapter for me – one in which I raised a family and worshipped
with and made friends among the congregations of St Mary’s and St Michael’s. I was
supported throughout the long years of mothering and theological training by all of
you in the United Benefice and was thrilled so many of you could be at the cathedral
on the day. Steve continues on your rota for readings and intercessions and I am
occasionally able to pop back for a service which doesn’t clash with my new commitments and it always feels like coming home. I love my new role as curate in the Caterham Team and amongst many other things I have done my first baptism and at
least 4 funerals. It is a real privilege to serve in this way and to carry with me the
wealth of experience gained in Betchworth.
My Ordination to the Priesthood takes place at 11am on Saturday June 24tth at
Croydon Minster – you are all very welcome to join me for the service which marks
the next step in my journey.”
Attracting younger families and trying to encourage them to be committed is a challenge for us all. I feel we are making progress and the Messy Church activity days do
help to build on relationships with those who are more on the fringe of church life.
Four Angels Corner (for our junior church) - has been a great success and we now
need to work on approval for a permanent faculty.
Much of this work has been supported by Area Mission Grants that have supported
our finances during the year. Other Key events this year have included the fantastic
Art and Flower festival in Buckland, it was such a celebration for us all and good to
have Bishop Jonathan with us. Also our first ever Alternative Christmas Tree Festival!
Thank you to all who have made these events possible and been part of the music
concerts, sung at special services and helped prepare the music that has so much
enhanced our worship throughout the year. Hosting events helps not only the image of the church in the community, building on relationships but also helps to support the church financially.
Although both parishes have managed to honour their pledges to the diocese in the
Parish Support Fund, our finances are still tight and in reality it is still a struggle to
raise enough to support the mission of the church. Our charitable giving shows
great generosity from both parishes almost amounting to a tithe (10% of income)
and we have been able to contribute to many good causes, due to many of you
working hard at the various different events and festivals. For the future and in the
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CHURCH FLOWERS

Jean Cooke

The St Mary’s Flower committee is headed up by Jean Cooke. There is a weekly rota
of volunteers who work hard to provide flower arrangements at St Mary’s. A rota
for 2017 has been agreed and the committee has apportioned responsibility for the
main events. If anyone is interested in joining the rota they would be very welcome.
On Monday 2nd May a very successful Plant Sale was held at the Buckland Reading
Room. Gaynor Day once again produced a fantastic display of garden plants, herbs,
vegetables and seedlings, boosted by donations from Buckland residents. The sale
of tea and coffee, with delicious homemade cakes, generously donated by the village, increased the takings. In total, just over £1,000 was raised, which provided
much needed funds for staging the Flower Festival in August.
The Art and Flower Festival
“The Art of Nature” Flower Festival and Art Exhibition, over the August Bank Holiday weekend, was a great success. Sue Haynes masterminded a fantastic display of
flowers assisted by our regular Church flower arrangers and some help from Members of the Reigate Flower Club. Everett Leeds once again staged a brilliant Art exhibition. The Reading Room was full of interesting works by local artists and was busy
every day. Visitors were also attracted by the wonderful supply of homemade
cakes, generously donated by Buckland residents, and enjoyed chatting over a cup
of tea. The Rector organised a variety of Musical entertainment in the Church and
the Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society Ensemble entertained visitors at the
Reading Room on the Saturday afternoon. Duncan Ferns ran a very successful raffle
and sold out of tickets, which added significantly to the profits on the weekend.
The whole weekend was a fantastic success not only financially but as a village
event, which attracted visitors from a wide area and gave everyone a super opportunity to get together. Total net funds raised amounted to a very satisfactory
£5,005. The event required a significant contribution of time and effort from a lot
of people; flower arrangers, artists, picture hangers, bakers, gardeners, musicians,
stewards, tea makers etc. We are fortunate to have so many local people willing to
give up their time and get involved. Many thanks go to all the volunteers who made
the festival possible.

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP

Tom Briscombe

Contemplative prayer in the Lady Chapel has been a new ‘silent’ prayer initiative
for 2016. Deacon Helen Burnett joined with others to establish a prayer group on a
Wednesday afternoon and a Sunday early evening. The first session
held on Wednesday 6th Jan 2016 at 4pm. Attendances have varied from 2 to up to
10 individuals seeking to draw closer to God and to experience Christ’s presence,
often in the company of a painting of the Trinity or the Tree of light.
5

We pray in the presence of many small candles that are symbols of love and hope,
and of light and warmth. The leader draws us towards the Trinity and the welcome
of the Holy Spirit and the unity of the Godhead, Father Son and Holy Ghost to bind
our hearts as one, for we meet as would a family, bound as one together in love,
within our sacred space.
During Sunday 13th March we heard of Helen’s move towards ordination and the
need for others to lead the prayer sessions. Helen’s last session as permanent leader
was Sunday 22nd May. Thereafter, Tom Briscombe led the Wednesday prayer group
and Hilary Ely the Sundays. Helen and other guest leaders have joined us throughout
the year, including Revd Canon David Eaton. We have heard excerpts from John Bell,
Stuart Townsend and the poetry of Anam Cara. A total of 19 sessions were held in
2016. We are most grateful to the Revd Helen Burnett for her support and encouragement.

CHARITIES
THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY

Margaret Miller

What do you do with those irritating pennies, tuppences and 5 pence pieces that
always seem to clog-up pockets and purses? Do you leave them in a small pile, to be
knocked over when dusting? The Children’s Society box holders know exactly where
these coins will be most useful: Donated to the CS and dropped into a house box,
placed conveniently where you last had your small pile of change. 2016 has been
another year when the people of Buckland and Betchworth have been very supportive of the Children’s Society.
During 2016 box holders have raised £325-37p, thank you for every penny. If you
would like support the Children’s Society, please contact me, Margaret
Miller on jma.miller@btinternet.com or 01737 842098, and I can provide you with a
collecting Box.
A very big Thank you to all who contributed in any way to the Christingle services
held this past Christmas. The children at North Downs Primary School again chose
Children’s Society for their donations and raised £386-94p. Thank you to the families
and children who took a major part in the St Michael’s family service raising £95-43p
and for the donations from the Crib service and other services held at St Michael’s
raising £300-00p and St Mary’s £452-00p.
The Children’s Society is actively involved in supporting many children and young
people during what is for some, a very trying and stressful time, through family
break-down caused by drug or alcohol abuse, bullying at school, or lack of selfesteem. Your donations will enable CS workers to be there to support and encourage young people to reach their full potential.
6

On every Thursday during Lent, soup and bread, with tea and coffee afterwards is
served in the Reading Room at 12 noon. All are welcome and it is good to see so
many of our friends from winter lunches coming to support us during Lent. We do
not charge for the lunch, but a donation can be made which goes towards the Bishops’ Lent Call.

RECTOR’S REPORT

Revd Canon Carol Coslett

2016 has seen so much activity in both our parishes. My thanks go to the churchwardens and PCC members who have kept the governance of the church well in hand.
They have been hugely supportive to our congregations at the various events and
activities throughout the year.
Of course as the year’s events have unfolded we have all missed Pattie in the quiet
way she always made sure everything was perfectly administered.
I like to think we are keeping her legacy going. My daily pattern significantly changed
without her constant companionship to share in close ministry. However, we have
been blessed with the ministry of Canon David Eaton, and Father Jonathan Ewer who
have virtually throughout the whole year shared in daily worship, and this has been
for me incredibly supportive and I thank them both whole heartedly. Peter Slot celebrated over 30 years as a Reader and for his ministry we are also most grateful.
This year we have had both joy and sadness. Our church communities have lost some
loved ones, and their passing leaves a hole in all our lives. We particularly give thanks
for the lives of Barbara Hawkins, Malcolm Ridley and Janine Davy who were faithful
worshippers.
On a positive note I was specifically chosen by Bishop Christopher to be part of a nationwide training course called “Leading Women 2016.” This has meant that I have
had 3 weeks of residential sessions away from the parishes, meeting with other women clergy from all different churches and dioceses. The course was led by The Very
Revd June Osbourne (Dean of Salisbury) and it has involved hearing and sharing stories from female Bishops, Deans, and Archdeacons. It has been most illuminating and
given me a chance to reflect on my ministry and the future of the Church of England!
Thanks to everyone for supporting me in this.
One of the highlights of the year, I think, must be the joy we all felt at Helen Burnett’s
ordination. As her facilitator in training it was an honour to support her as she grew in
confidence during preparation for her new role as curate. We all miss her ministry,
but have been working to carry on the different strands Helen started; contemplative
prayer, and the work with children and young people. This work is so vital if we are to
continue to grow as a church community.
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Brass Rota – We have a splendid team of volunteers who help clean the Brasses every month, for which we thank them. If anyone would like to join the Rota they would
be very welcome. For further information please contact Sue Haynes.

SERVERS

CHRISTIAN AID

Tom Briscombe

Christian Aid Week was with us from 15th to 21st May and traditional door to door
collections in Betchworth and further afield was most successful. The key theme in
2016 was the plight of those families who battle with the floods in Bangladesh.

Liz Vahey & Carol Leeds

Throughout 2016, both Liz Vahey and Carol Leeds have continued to serve by assisting the clergy at the altar and feel it is a privilege to be able to serve God and the
Church in this special way. The tasks we perform are to receive the Offertory, assist
the presiding Priest in the preparation of the bread and wine, bear the Chalice, offer
the wine to communicants and assist the Priest after communion.
Each year all Servers in the Diocese are invited to attend a special Festival in Southwark Cathedral to renew their vows and meet other Servers from other parishes.
This took place on the 9th January 2016. The day started at 12.30 with a Festival Eucharist and ended with Choral Evensong. The training session for adult servers this
year, was led by the Dean of Southwark, the Very Reverend Andrew Nunn, on
‘Spirituality and Serving’. Sadly no one could attend from St Mary’s but we do value
the opportunity to attend the cathedral and for your diary the next Diocesan Servers’ Festival will be on Saturday the 20th January 2018.
In Buckland we would value another person to be able to administer the chalice, so
If you might be interested in becoming a server. Please speak to one of the clergy,
or one of the servers, who could advise further on what it entails. It really is quite
easy, and very rewarding.

WINTER LUNCHES AND LENT LUNCHES

Carol Leeds

In 2016 winter lunches again took place on the second Thursday of the month
starting in September and finishing at the beginning of Lent. We also held a midsummer lunch which was a great success. We still welcome between 17 and 24 people to our lunches in the Reading Room. The ladies and gentlemen come from Buckland and Betchworth and further afield. Lunches still cost £3.50 and everyone has a
good natter and lots of laughter. If you are reading this and you have not been to
one of our lunches we would love to see you. Dates are shown in the Parish magazine and in the Church porch. Thanks must go to our cooks and helpers, Liz Vahey,
John and Margaret Miller and a new member to our team Mary Hooper for all their
hard work in clearing up, making coffee and putting away the tables and chairs, we
could not do it without all your help.
Each year, because of everyone’s generosity, we always manage to make a profit
and this is then sent to various charities which our ladies and gentlemen choose.

Christian Aid (CA) also focussed on the refugee situation in Syria and Greece. Here
donations supported people on the ground and provided essential provisions on
European shores.
To further benefit the CA Charity the Rectory advertised and held a ‘Big-Brekkie’ on
Monday morning 16th May. This was designed as a community event that also provided an opportunity to raise additional money. The Rectory kitchens were busy
and The Martin & Tom Duo provided musical interludes. The previous Sunday 15th
saw a Christian Aid Joint Family Service with The St Michael’s Music Group and a
power-point film of the flooding issues in Bangladesh. The church was adorned
with bright red balloons and colourful bunting.
We heard how the CA contributions are filtered through a global coalition of many
churches that work together in humanitarian assistance, advocacy and development.
Grateful thanks were conveyed to all collectors and contributors during CA week
with a final sum of £1,945.82 being sent to Christian Aid from Betchworth and
£1,506.41 from Buckland. The total for Churches together in Reigate Deanery was
£20,782.16 (Not including gift aid). The street collections are still the largest
source of funds and 180 people volunteered across our area to do this. It takes resilience and good humour to do this so a big thankyou to everybody involved.
Christian Aid regional HQ at Waterloo also passed on their sincere thanks to all collectors and organisers at St Michael’s. The website below is a reference to those
activities that can be suitable for money raising initiatives.

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/

DROP- IN TEAS IN HAMILTON ROOM

Margaret Miller

The Afternoon Drop-In Teas started in November 2011, with a small group of cake
bakers and biscuit makers, assisted by washers-up and those who helped set up
tables and chairs, provided transport when needed, and most Importantly made all
our visitors welcome, with time to sit and chat to those who came on their own or
with a friend.
In the last 5 years we have met and poured teas and coffees for many visitors to
Betchworth on the 4th Wednesday afternoon each month.
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Our regular visitors have brought friends, and through the Parish magazines and
Church web-sites we have met others from further away, who all welcome the tea
and cakes provided.

As a result of now having a better insulated hall with more efficient heating, we have
seen a 20% fall in our electricity costs (despite significant increases in prices), and our
feed-in-tariff from our new solar panels covered 80% of our electricity costs in 2016.

Without the generous support from our visitors and the team who provide the
cakes and biscuits, Afternoon Teas would not be the thriving social event in the
Hamilton Room each month. During 2016 we have made contributions to various
charities including helping with the cost of new transport needed by Broome Park, a
donation to Sebastian’s Action Trust who will be organising a Summer Christmas
party for families and children with life limiting conditions, and also to the Redhill
Night shelter.

Usage of the Reading Room continued at similar levels to 2015, with 11 local groups
continuing to use the hall on a regular basis (although at the time of writing this report,
there is some uncertainty over the future of the toddler group). We continue to welcome casual bookings, and during the latter part of the year took steps to make it easier for members of the community and the wider public to book by email as well as by
telephone.

I would like to thank all who help with the running of the Drop-In: Carol, Liz, Anne,
June, Brenda and Linda. Gordon and John provide the transport and are there, with
Everett and Bernard, to ensure that all is in order.
If you are in Church Street, Betchworth between 2 and 4pm on the 4 th Wednesday
each month, call in at The Hamilton Room and receive a cup of tea or coffee, sample the home made cakes and biscuits and spend a while chatting to friends old and
new.

EDUCATION OUTREACH COMMITTEE

Margaret Miller

Education / Outreach committee, made up of representatives from both parishes,
reviews the Charity giving from St Michael’s and activities for children and adults,
apart from the Sunday Services.
During 2016 children enjoyed a Candlemas activity, organised as an Upper Mole
project, created the Easter garden at St Michael’s and Easter crafts on Good Friday,
and celebrated Harvest with activities in the Reading Room. These events bring in
families who may not regularly attend the Sunday services, and provide a contact
with the wider community. Discussions included the draft for the 2016 Church diaries, and the setting up of the Four Angel’s children’s area, actively used by families
during the Sunday services.

FAIRTRADE & TRAIDCRAFT

Our income from lettings in 2016 was £7005 – this is 9% up on 2015 (when the hall was
closed for two months for refurbishment) and 3% up on 2014. We have been able to
hold user charges constant over this three year period.
Expenditure on routine running costs in 2016 was 17% down on 2015 at just under
£3000, mainly due to the reduced electricity costs as outlined above. However, during
the year, we also had to undertake significant repairs to the kitchen roof, and to the
brick arches over the windows, bringing our total running costs to £4700.
With the remaining surplus, we were able to undertake an improvement project to
replace the windows in the main hall, putting in PVC double glazed windows, at a cost
of £3600. These should further improve the warmth in the main hall, and further reduce our heating costs and window maintenance costs in future years.
We therefore generated a surplus in 2016 of just over £100, enabling us to retain the
Reading Room Maintenance Fund at just over £14,300. This is held against the cost of
major repairs that may be required in future, and towards the cost of future improvements in the Reading Room.
There were no changes in the members of the Reading Room Management Committee
in 2016. I would like to record our thanks to all the members of the Committee, who
continue to put in much work behind the scenes to enable the Reading Room to function smoothly for users.

Tom Briscombe

As Martin Luther King famously said, ‘before you finish eating breakfast in the
morning, you’ve depended on more than half the world’.
In our part of the World the Rectory stoked the ovens and stacked the toasters.
Head Chef Martin Coslett, ably supported by Chef de Partie, Tom Briscombe opened
the kitchens at 8am with cooked breakfasts, steaming coffee and fine teas. Rector
Carol presented many Fair Trade food products on the table, with cereals, fruit
juice, fresh bread, jams, fruit and bananas from all over Africa. Their origins identified on a huge wall map.
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ROTAS

Philip Haynes

Church Service Rota – Our thanks go to all those who participate as sidesman, intercessors and procession members. We have welcomed several new faces to these roles
in 2016 and we have a few more joining in 2017. We are always happy to hear from
members of the congregation who would like to participate in our services in one way
or another. The rotas are prepared for four monthly periods throughout the year so if
you would like to join in please let Philip Haynes know.
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A number of problems have become apparent with the Buckland organ, which point
to the need for some expenditure on it soon. An independent Report on the condition of the organ has been secured from a leading Organ Consultant and we are currently seeking estimates from a number of suitable organ builders for overhauling
and returning the organ to good order.

We learnt that the people who grow the food we sometimes take for granted can’t
always feed their own families. Yet, when people are paid a fairer price, they can
have more control over their lives when times are hard. Fairtrade also means many
farmers and workers are able to fulfil a basic human need – to put enough food on the
table.

PARISH OFFICE/WEBSITE

A steady flow of villagers and churchgoers enjoyed the conviviality of the Rectory and
took the opportunity to purchase other small items made by Fairtrade organisations,
from Pencil Rubbers to Bread warmers and Tea towels to Coasters. Over £150 was
raised for the Foundation. An additional sum of £350 was also raised at the St Michael’s
Christmas Tree Festival by Iris Pattison at the Fairtrade Stall which was a great effort by
all concerned.

Melanie Marsh

Another year has passed and the Parish Office at the Reading Room is busier than
ever. There is a lot of hustle and bustle in this office. Though it may seem tucked
away in Buckland, there is always something going on.
2016 consisted of various projects, updates, etc. January through March usually
consists of gathering the APCM reports, getting the list of Family Activities produced
onto handouts for the Infants at NDPS, BBCN Nursery and both churches. We are
also preparing advertising for WWDP, Lent, Easter, upcoming spring concerts and
more! We’ve had a few genealogy requests this year. We’ve begun a database of
the baptisms over the past few years to send anniversary cards to the children in
celebration of their baptism date. Pew News is an ongoing publication we put out
each week.
This past year it’s been all hands on deck for the website. With the help of Hilary Ely,
we are taming the website and making it as user friendly and exciting as possible.
There are many pictures in the gallery for both churches. Buckland’s magazine
archive is completed. Betchworth’s magazine archive is a work in progress. We have
also started a Facebook page to help remind people of the upcoming Events.
Do have a visit and wander around the website. If you have any ideas that would
make it “better”, please feel free to send an email to the Parish Office. We’re not
promising that all ideas will be used, but we’re very open to hear about what you’d
like to see. If you have any contributions (i.e. photos from events, updates about
any groups/organisations that you belong to or run), please send them to the Parish
Office as well.

READING ROOM

Ken Caldwell

This report is provided for the Annual Meeting of the Parochial Church Council, and
covers developments in the Buckland Reading Room in calendar year 2016.
2016 has been our first full year of operation since the refurbishment project was
completed in spring 2015. Users have continued to provide positive feedback on the
new main hall, which provides a more modern, warm, and welcoming environment.
We have attracted several new events in 2016 as a result of the refurbishment project, including the return of the Christmas Fair, after a gap of several years.
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FAMILY SERVICES, The Music Group

Tom Briscombe

The Churches of St Michael’s Betchworth and St Mary’s Buckland were supported in
part or throughout 2016 by the following musicians and singers: Martin Coslett: Guitar.;
Clara Coslett: Violin; Alfred Burnett: Cello; Nicky Briscombe: Piano; Barbara Green: Piano; Tom Briscombe: Flute/Clarinet/Percussion; Hannah Wilson: Flute. Guest appearances: William (Box Hill School): Trumpet Buckland Remembrance Day and various accomplished singers from both parishes. With special thanks to
Richard Wheen and the Buckland Iona Choir. Roy Newstead for Trumpet Remembrance Day - Betchworth. For the crib service we thank Julie Hardy for
playing keyboard and getting together instrumentalist to accompany the carols in the
barn. Music group also played at the UMG WWDP service at St Bartholomew’s, Leigh.
During the course of the year over 16 services were played or supported by the Music
Group.
Buckland St Mary’s: (14) Services.

Special Services included:

Buckland Family Service, 21st Feb, 17th April, 16th October + Baptism

Candlemas Messy Church Reading Room + St Mary’s 30th January

Helen Burnett’s: (Pre-Ordination) Service 19th June + Baptism

Harvest Messy Church (Reading Room) 8th October.

Remaining (8) Services were IONA based.
Betchworth St Michael’s: (7) Services

17th Jan Joint Family Service

25th March Good Friday All age Walkabout service

15th May Christian Aid Joint Family

17th July Joint Family Service + Baptism

18th Sept Joint Family Service + Baptism

20th Nov Joint Family Toy Service

18th Dec Christingle Service
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FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL

The committee is made up as follows:
·
Chair – Roger Daniell
·
Treasurer – Simon Thomas
·
Secretary – Richard Wheen
·
PCC member – Rosey Davy
·
Committee member – Duncan Ferns

Holding the post of Headteacher at North Downs is something I feel very privileged
to do. One thing I value greatly is the close links North Downs has with our
churches at Brockham and Betchworth. Once again, some of our children have had
the opportunity to attend an informal Remembrance Service at Christ Church in
Brockham, our Reception children from Betchworth attended a Christingle service
at St Michael’s and we also held our very popular carol service at Christ Church in
Brockham, led by lay preacher Jacqueline Dean.

In general meetings are held quarterly, following the Parochial Church Council
meetings, so consideration can be given to any requests for financial assistance with
Church maintenance needs.
Our Friends currently number 138. Subscriptions during the year amounted to some
£1,806. We are grateful to all our Friends for supporting us in 2016 and hope that
they will continue to do so in 2017.
The only fund-raising event during the year (apart from the Flower Festival, for which
FOSM was not responsible) was a wine-tasting and dinner at Glebe House, Rectory
Lane.
We are awaiting with some trepidation advice regarding repairs to the organ. While
we had (as at 1.12.16) some £20,700 in the FOSM bank account, this might be far less
than any necessary repairs to the organ, or somewhat more, and it is rather difficult
to have a coherent strategy with that “known unknown” hanging over us.
Meanwhile we gave some £ 3,080 to the PCC during the year, for projects as varied
as improved lighting for the church, tree work in the churchyard and replacement
curtains at the East end of the church. We also partially subsidised the building insurance from Ecclesiastical for safeguarding the fabric of the church.

GIRLGUIDING

Jane Stewart

1st Buckland Rainbows and Brownies meet on a Monday evening in The Reading
Room. Unfortunately the Guide Unit closed during 2016 due to the Guide Leader
relocating and it is hoped that Guides will reopen in the near future as thankfully a
new Guide Leader has come forward.
We have girls attending from not only the local villages but also Dorking, Tadworth
and Reigate and through Guiding, the girls are given the great opportunity of
developing friendships outside of school whilst having fun, playing games, cooking
learning lifeskills and craftwork and these friendships can last a lifetime.
Over each term the Rainbows work to earning a Roundabout Badge and this year
have achieved their Rainbows, Get Healthy and Seasons badges. Each badge, gives a
weekly activity which could be cookery, craft, educational or play but most
importantly give the opportunity for the girls to have fun.
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Jane Douglass, Headteacher

At North Downs we believe it is important for our children to gain an appreciation
of the lives of children who are not so fortunate. The members of our school
community have been very already been very active in their fundraising this school
year and, so far, have raised a total of £380 for the Children’s Society and £1,155
for Save the Children, who had a particular focus on supporting families at Christmas time.
We are very fortunate to have Revd Canon Carol Coslett as a member of our
Governing body. She is a frequent visitor to all three sites and can be relied upon to
lead an interesting and thought provoking assembly, often linked to Our Whole
School Values; ‘Care, Respect, Honesty, Freedom, Resilience and Trust’. Our pupils
have enjoyed her Harvest assembly, Christingle and shortly she will be leading the
school in preparations for Easter.

ORGAN & CHOIR

Melvin Hughes, Director of Music

St Mary’s Choir is small in number but serves an invaluable function in leading the
For the Flower Festival (27 to 29 August) there were a number of excellent musical
contributions including the Rector (Clarinet) accompanied by her Father (Organ),
an Ensemble Group from the Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society, Margaret
Watson (Harp) and a number of Organists who struggled with the failing Buckland
organ. The Sunday night Service was a Songs of Praise on “The Art of Nature” at
which the Bishop of Croydon preached and included some well known and not so
well known Creation/Nature hymns with the enhanced Choir singing the Anthem
‘Thou visitest the earth’ by Maurice Green (1694-1755).
For the Service of Nine Lessons with Carols (21 December), an augmented Choir of
friends and supporters were able to enhance the familiar Readings and seasonal
Carols with selected Choral items. These included the reasonably straightforward
‘Adam lay ybounden’ by Boris Ord, ‘Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming’ by Michael
Praetorius. ‘A Virgin most pure’ as arranged by Charles Wood and ‘I saw a maiden’
as arranged by Edgar Pettman. More challenging were the contemporary ‘Star
Carol’ by John Rutter and ‘Torches’ by John Joubert (b.1927).
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LENT COURSE 2016
When the Time Comes.... a conversation about the end of life.
2016’s Lent Course gave the opportunity to explore together our feelings about
death and dying from a Christian perspective, to talk about our own experiences
and to look at different ways in which we can be supported. The sessions were led
by Linda Slater, Canon David Eaton and Helen Burnett, with Neil Vigers joining for
one session to talk about his experience in the loss of Pattie.
The meetings took place on 17th and 24th February at 4pm in Buckland Reading
Room. For those who weren’t able to make those dates, a longer meeting on 5th
March was held to bring together material from February sessions in one meeting.

NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS
BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND CHILDREN’S NURSERY Alison Higgins
Topics covered in the Nursery during the past year included: traditional stories,
letter sounds, food and number rhymes all of which gave scope for some
wonderful displays round the Nursery.
We like to take advantage of fine days and our beautiful surroundings and had
several local trips including our now annual visit to Home Farm to look at the
newborn calves. Our end of term outing was to Priory Farm Discovery Walk.
Carol welcomed us to the Church at Easter and Christmas for seasonal stories and
activities and we are grateful to her for the time she spares to visit us in the
Nursery throughout the rest of the year. We would also like to express our
appreciation for the continued support we receive from the local community and
our Friends Committee.

BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND TODDLER GROUP

Debbie Jones

We are hugely grateful to Hazel who very successfully ran the toddler
group from October 2014 to December 2016 with assistance from her grandmother
Mary and sister Chelsea. Debbie Jones has now taken over co-ordination of the
group.
The group is on a Tuesday morning 10 - 12 at £2 per family. All are welcome
including mums, dads, grandparents, and childminders. We have a different craft
activity every week - these have included play dough, painting, colouring, gluing,
sticking stickers, and seasonal card making. There is a baby corner, ride on area and
yummy and healthy snacks. We finish with a story and songs. Reverend Carol
attends regularly to read a story and lead the singing.

The Brownies decide on the badges they wish to earn, either at our meetings or
in relation to hobbies that they have outside of Brownies.
In February, we travelled to Alexandra Palace for Spark to celebrate the 100
Years of Senior Section and Thinking Day and the girls had fun with the crafts,
games and adventures for the day.
The end of the summer term saw the Brownies attend a residential camp at
Faurefold and they were joined by the Rainbows on the Saturday. The theme
for the weekend was Owl you Need is Love and we were blessed with lovely
weather, a wide range of Owl activities, tasty meals and lots of fun and laughter.
Some of the girls attended the Harvest Festival held at Betchworth Church and
also the Remembrance Service at Buckland Church.

HARVEST CLEBRATIONS
Harvest Festival at St. Mary’s burst forth amid the usual fine displays of flowers,
fruit, vegetables and bread, organised by the church’s flower arranging team.
The service was led by the Revd. Canon Carol Coslett. At the altar the congregation made their offerings of provisions, which were donated to Welcare, a charity in Redhill for children and families in times of need and crisis. Revd Canon
David Eaton gave a sermon pointing out that harvest is a time of thanksgiving for
where we have come from and so helps us shape our identity in the present,
both personally and nationally.
Thereafter we did things a little differently from previous years, in that we had a
Harvest Lunch (rather than a Harvest Supper) in the Reading Room, a delicious
meal prepared by a wonderful team of ladies from the village, orchestrated by
Carol Leeds. With a total of 38 guests, the lunch was a very happy and sociable
occasion.
Over coffee the diners were treated to a delightful piano recital by Christopher
Wheen, who played pieces by Bach, Beethoven and Rachmaninov (a spectacular
prelude) and gave his audience a chance to sing along to a couple of timeless
standards, Autumn Leaves and A Few of My Favourite Things. A good time was
had by all!
At our Harvest Supper we always finished with ‘The day thou gavest, Lord’ which,
not being appropriate for the middle of the day, was replaced by ‘For the beauty
of the earth’, a lovely hymn to end Harvest.

Numbers are building and we are undertaking publicity at local schools and groups
to attract additional families.
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Over £300 was raised for the three nominated Harvest Festival charities: Lungi Sierra
Leone Farm Community Network and Against Malaria Foundation. A huge vote of
thanks to everyone who made the St. Mary’s 2016 Harvest Festival such a great
success.




HOME COMMUNIONS/PARISH VISITING
Every month we have visited a small number of residents at the Old Wall Cottage and
conducted a small service of either Holy Communion or a Songs of Praise. We now
also visit Broome Park once a month giving communion to about 20 ladies and gentlemen. These services are led by Rector Carol with Julie Hardy playing the piano for
hymns and June Letheren, Melanie Bromley and Carol Leeds as helpers. We also take
the Sacrament to people who are now unable to attend Church. Pastoral visits have
also been undertaken to those in hospital or care homes. Thanks must go to John and
Margaret Miller who have been a great support to the Rector in pastoral visiting. June
Letheren is also a telephone contact for anyone who has need for a car to church or
visiting.

HOUSE GROUP

June Letheran

Due to illness there were only a few meetings during last year. David Eaton kindly led
the ones we had based on " the Focus of Spirituality'. The plan is to restart after Lent
and to read and discuss the book of Job. We would be delighted I anyone would like to
join our small friendly group. The meetings are monthly and usually 5.00 to 6.00 p.m.

JUNIOR CHURCH

Revd Canon Carol Coslett

This year in the absence of any formal Sunday school we have built on a series of
Activity/ Messy Church Days for all the family, hosted in both the churches. “Quiet
Bags” with creative items for children are now in both churches.
Betchworth has “Four Angels Corner” equipped with ecclesiastical toys so that the children can “play at being church”. We received a Mission grant to help provide the resources. At the Good Friday Walkabout Messy Church we named a doll “Revd Mary
Michael”.
Our special days provide an easy framework for those who are not used to attending
church.
Significant events throughout the year:

Jan 31st - Candlemas workshop with UMG in the Reading Room Buckland. Candles, candle holders and pretty book markers were made as well as three stunning, mosaic candle collages using old stamps, in the form of The Light of the
World. These were taken to the church pews and altar. Revd Sue Weakley
(Charlwood) set up a Prayer Trail. During the service the children held candles.
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Good Friday – St Michael’s and the Hamilton Room. Following an interactive
service; hot cross buns, a treasure hunt and all hands to help plant the Easter
garden. Crafts and hanging mobiles told the story of Holy Week.
October - Messy Harvest in the Reading Room . The Harvest theme saw 30
children creating craft animals and insects, rainbows, lanterns and fish. A puppeteer entertained as we sang ‘Our God is a Great Big God’ with flute and
guitar. Rector Carol told stories and a prayer was recited from a projector
screen before apple bobbing outside.
18th December – Messy Church and Christingle in St Michael’s with the Music Group, Rector Carol explained the symbolism and history of the Christingle
orange to the children who made their own in workstations around the
church. Refreshments were served in the middle of the service making the
event sociable and fun for all. Over 50 were made and the candles lit as
Away in a Manger was sung. Contributions went to The Children’s Society.

The above events are key to our future church growth. Our Thanks to all who have
helped with these events especially Caroline Gale, Marion Hallett, Tom Briscombe,
Margaret Miller, Liz Vahey and Carol Leeds.

LENT CALL
CARING FOR THE WHOLE PERSON” – The Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call 2016 For many years here in the Diocese, the Bishop’s Lent Call has raised money for
projects both within our own Diocese and overseas. In 2016 we were able to give
grants totalling over £80,000 to our Link Dioceses in Zimbabwe and to projects that
work with people in our Diocese.
In 2016 the Bishop’s Lent Call supported projects in Southwark Diocese, the Holy
Land and in Zimbabwe.
The themes and projects included:
Caring for people in the Diocese of Southwark: Croydon Refugee Day Centre The
Fircroft Trust, The Copleston Centre

Caring for people in the Holy Land: The Arab Evangelical Episcopal School, Ramallah
the Episcopal Technological and Vocational Training Centre, Ramallah St Luke’s Hospital, Nablus The Al-Wafa Rehabilitation Hospital, the Gaza Strip
Caring for people in Zimbabwe: Initiatives supporting education and healthcare;
and farming and capacity building, as well as projects to construct new churches and
rectories.
All our proceeds from the Lent Lunches will go towards supporting these projects.
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