BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
Monday

1 - 4pm
Art Group
4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows
5.30 - 7pm
Brownies
1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing
Tuesday
10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots
2 - 5.15pm
Tues. Bridge Club
Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class
7 - 9pm
Mindfulness
Thursday
2 - 5.45pm
Thur. Bridge Club
7 - 8.30pm
Yoga
2nd Saturday 1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild

David Burrells
01372 802602
Jane Stewart
842302
Jane Stewart
842302
Meike Laurenson
248909
Hazel Davies
07831 919788
Richard Wheen
842082
Richard Wheen
842082
Mark Whale
07939 560125
Richard Wheen
842082
Tilly Mitchell
843297
Karen Hoad
844267

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Decorative & Fine Arts Society
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
- Bookings
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Surrey Police - non-urgent
Women’s Institute

David Sayce
Mandy Creasey
Iain Laurenson
Ian Caldwell
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Jane Siegle
Vanessa Sadler
Ianthe Cox
Sheena Boyce
Emma Gallagher
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Jane Douglass
Dr Jim Docking
Ken Caldwell
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Doreen Dart
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
Rhona Hill

242776
843610
248909
01306 882178
844138
842654
844496
843259/842175
844059
843105
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
843211
843260
843893
843530
221444
842670
842220
842046
101
843044

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net; Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND
Rector

The Revd. Canon Carol Coslett (842102).
E-mail: ccoslett@btinternet.com

Priests
in
Retirement

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane,
Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com
Father Jonathan Ewer (SSM), Old House North, The Street
Betchworth RH3 7DJ (07915 377554). Email: j_ewer@yahoo.com

Reader

His Honour Peter Slot, The Red House, Old Reigate Road,
Betchworth RH3 7DR (842010). Email: tarq1840@aol.com

Churchwardens

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)
(+ Bell Captain). Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG
(221444) (+ electoral register). Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com

Parish
Admin.

Mrs Melanie Marsh. Parish Office in Reading Room (845935).
Email: Officerectory@btinternet.com

Hon.
Treasurer

Trevor Cooke, Clifton Cottage, Cliftons Lane, Reigate RH2 9RA
(245161). Email: tccooke@btinternet.com

Hon.
Secretary

Mrs Rosey Davy. Email: roseydavy@gmail.com

Organist

Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT
(241355). Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com

Safeguarding Mrs Margaret Miller (842098).
Officer
Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH
Magazine
- Editor (842082). Email: rwheen@hotmail.com
- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).
Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com
- Advertising Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(845298). Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com
Church
Rotas

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613). Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).
Other: Philip Haynes (842613)

Churchyard
Rose Beds

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).
Email: everettleeds@gmail.com

Friends of St Roger Daniell, Chairman. Richard Wheen, secretary; details as
above
Mary’s
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December 2016 Issue No. 1089
Articles for the January 2017 issue must be with the editor, Richard
Wheen, by Sunday 11th December please. Please send editable
11 Dec
versions of articles: we cannot accept PDFs, JPGs etc. If possible,
please send graphics in black and white or grayscale. The editor
reserves the right to shorten or omit articles submitted for publication
or, where appropriate, to publish them the following month. No acknowledgement
of items for the magazine will be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).
Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not
necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains
personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the
magazine. In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website,
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net. Please let the editor know if any of the
information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs
to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the
magazine. Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on
the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor.

HISTORICAL NOTES
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. It straddles the
A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway. The parish registers date back to 1560,
and the first recorded vicar to 1308. The present church is thought to have been built
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860. The church has six bells, still
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire. Some of the windows date from the
14th and 15th centuries. The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from
an enemy bomb in 1941. The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600
separate pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in
newspaper. The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the lightbox at the West end of the church.
Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES
This month’s medium Sudoku

Last month’s harder Sudoku
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BRIDGE
South leads a ♠ to his partner’s ♠A. North now plays 2 rounds
of diamonds. On the first of these East can spare a ♠ and
South must discard his ♥10. On the second ♦ East is in
trouble. If he throws a black card he immediately establishes a
trick for South so he probably pitches a ♥. South can throw
either of his black cards. West’s discards are immaterial.
North now leads his ♥2 to South’s ♥K, picking up East’s ♥Q. South leads his
remaining ♥ for a finesse, North taking the last 2 tricks.
Note that it is essential for South to discard his ♥10 rather than ♥4 at the second
trick, otherwise the ♥ suit is blocked at the end.

CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1, Lame. 3, Obtained. 8, Omit. 9, Merchant.
11, Burdensome. 14, Crafty. 15, Please. 17, Blacksmith. 20, Splendid.
21, Tier. 22, Singeing. 23, Hand.

X
W
C

R

O
R
D

S

S

DOWN: 1, Look back. 2, Main road. 4, Breast. 5, Accomplish. 6, Near.
7, Date. 10, Pestilence. 12, Basilica. 13, Tethered. 16, Action.
18, Asa’s. 19, Clan.
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THE BEST MUM IN THE WORLD
A few years ago I visited the Spanish city of Toledo which lies in a meander of the
river Tajo in central Spain. Toledo is associated with two great heroes of Spanish
culture: El Greco and St John of the Cross.
El Greco (1541 – 1614), real name Domenikos Theotokopoulos and originally from
Greece, painted many pictures drawing out aspects of the Christian story. One of the
most striking is in The Scottish National Gallery in Edinburgh. It is called Christ
Blessing. It shows Jesus full face looking straight at you from close up. He has his
right hand raised as would a priest to bless those who are before him. Christ looks
directly into your eyes and holds your gaze from wherever you are in the room.
St John of the Cross (1542 – 94) with St Teresa of Avila brought about the reform of
the religious life and founded a new order of Discalced Carmelites, discalced
meaning those who didn’t wear shoes. The religious establishment turned against
him and he was imprisoned in Toledo. St John’s was a mystical faith and he spoke
of God as “my beloved (who) is the mountains, the solitary wooded valleys, strange
islands, silent music”.
El Greco and St John of the Cross choose natural human and earthly images to speak
of God. It is the humanity of these pictures in words and paintings that allow the
divine to come shining through.
On my visit to Toledo I also visited the Cathedral. In my diary which I later
published I recorded this visit:
The focus of the Cathedral is the White Madonna, dating from the 13 th century. This
is their great treasure and very beautiful. Mary holds up the child Jesus. They are
both smiling, delighted with each other, and both are dressed in white robes. She is
any mother with any son, but like any mother and son they share a secret. Her hand
is flat on his small chest, touching and holding him in the crook of her arm. She lifts
him up for all to see, so proud is she of the great joy which has come into her life.
For his part, Jesus’ hand rests just under Mary’s chin as if returning the compliment,
3

lifting and tickling and displaying the beauty of his mother. Not so much: look, the
Queen of Heaven, although Mary is wearing a crown, but more: look, my mum, she’s
the best mum in the world. Madonna and Child at once beautiful and divine and yet
homely and personal too. Their secret is the love they share. They are contented
beyond measure with each other. They bring to each other great joy and happiness
and there is no hint of the sorrow to come. They are caught in the pleasure of just
being together.
Christianity has a number of world class images to its name – the Crucifixion, the
Pieta and the Madonna and Child. They hold the attention of the world because they
speak of God through moments of intense humanity. They embrace both the
suffering and the joy of being human in ways we can all understand. El Greco and
St John of the Cross knew this and we know it every Christmas when we hear again
“the message of the angels and go even unto Bethlehem to see this thing which is
come to pass”. God is with us in the flesh and blood of our own experience.
Humanity in this story unlocks the divine:
Mary as a mother displays the great love God has for all his children. She is
described as virgin to draw out the uniqueness of the Christ Child. The Kings from
distant lands tell us that all are welcome by the one true God. The ordinariness of the
shepherds makes clear that no credentials are needed to receive the
love of God. The Flight into Egypt casts Jesus as a refugee in fear
of his life not immune from the tragedies we know so well.
Each year in the Christmas story we meet with God and he touches
our hearts. His divine nature comes to us in our humanity and in
His.
David Eaton

December diary

Page

12 noon Winter lunch in Reading Room

Wed 14th

7.30pm

B&B Choral Society concert

Sat

17th

2pm

Dorking Museum Christmas decoration manufacture

Sun

18th

12 noon B&B Society Christmas drinks in Reading Room

24

Mon 19th

5.45pm

Carol singing round the village

16

Wed 21st

3.30pm

FABB event

20

FABB carols at Broome Park

20

Thur 29th

10.30am FABB event

Lord, you know better than I know
myself that I am growing older and will
some day be really old. Keep me from
the fatal habit of thinking I
must say something on every
occasion about every subject.
Release me from craving to
straighten out somebody’s
affairs. Make me thoughtful,
but not moody; helpful but not bossy.
With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a
pity not to use it all, but you know Lord, I
want a few friends at the end. Amen

POEMS OF THE MONTH
The camel has a single hump;
The dromedary, two;
Or else the other way around.
I’m never sure. Are you?
The rhino is a homely beast,
For human eyes he’s not a feast.
Farewell, farewell, you old rhinoceros,
I’ll stare at something less prepoceros.
(both by Ogden Nash)

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH

GRACE OF THE MONTH

Thur 8th

Thur 22nd 3.15pm

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Politics is not a bad
profession. If you succeed
For food we eat, and those who prepare it, there are many rewards: if
For health to enjoy it and friends to share you disgrace yourself you
it, can always write a book.
We thank thee O Lord.
Ronald Reagan
Amen

16
25, 28
26

 A complex system that doesn’t work
is often found to have evolved from a
simpler system that worked just fine.
 Something you should never say: “I
needn’t write it down, I’ll remember
it.”
 Many people prefer to believe what

they prefer to be true.
 Lord, keep your arm around my
shoulder and your hand over my
mouth.
 Have you ever wondered why doctors
describe what they do as practice?

20
4

33

Date

Flowers

4th
Dec.
11th
Dec.
18th
Dec.
21st
Dec.
24th
Dec.
25th
Dec.

A
D
V
E
N
T

Reader/Lesson

Sidesman/Procession

Richard Wheen
Isaiah 11: 1-10

9.30

Simon Thomas
Trevor Cooke
Catherine & Antonio
Breakenridge

Jane England
Isaiah 35: 1-10

9.30

Jane England
Pat Evans, Rosey Davy &
Simon Thomas

Isaiah 7: 10-16

8

Caroline Gale

7pm

Philip Haynes

Date
4th Dec.

11th Dec.
Gaynor

11.30 Carol Leeds
Isaiah 52: 7-10

4pm Jane England & Liz Vahey
11.30 David Sayce

Isaiah 9; 2-7

8

Liz Vahey

18th Dec.

St Mary’s,
Buckland

St Michael’s,
Betchworth

9.30

Parish Communion

11

Parish
Communion

9.30

Parish Communion
(Iona)

8
11

HC (BCP)
Matins

5pm
8

Upper Mole Group Tree of Light Service for St Catherine’s
Hospice, Christchurch, Brockham
HC (BCP)

10.30

Day

5pm
Miscellaneous observations on life

 Love looks through a telescope, envy
through a microscope. John Billings

 Every child has a right to be both
well fed and well led. Ruth Smelter

 What we desire our children to be,
we must endeavour to be before
them. Andrew Combe

 Once you’ve seen one shopping
centre, you’ve seen a mall. Anon

 We should all swap problems;
everyone knows how to solve the
other guy’s. Anon

 More people fail for lack of
encouragement than for any other
reason. Anon

 The egotist is an ‘I’ specialist. Anon

 Bakers trade bread recipes on a
knead-to-know basis. Anon

 It is better to learn late than never.
Publius Syrius

 You feel stuck with your debt if you
can’t budge it. Anon
32

21st Dec.

7pm

24th Dec.

4pm Candlelight Crib Service
11.30 Joint Midnight Mass

25th Dec. 8
CHRISTMAS DAY
1st Jan.

Joint Messy Church
Christingle Service
Festival of Nine Lessons
and Carols

Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols, followed by mulled wine
and mince pies

HC (BCP)

5.30pm Crib Service
10.30

Joint All-Age
Communion (a little gift
for children as they leave)

10.30 Joint Parish Communion

A very happy Christmas
to all our readers
5

SUDOKUS

CHRISTMAS ENVELOPE COLLECTION 2016
Last year we enclosed envelopes in all the Buckland parish magazines in December.
Thanks to your generosity a total of £386 was raised, which, when added to
contributions from the church services, meant we were able to send a fantastic £862
to our three nominated charities: St Catherine’s Hospice, The Children’s Society and
United Society.
We have again enclosed collection envelopes in this Christmas magazine and hope
that you will consider making another donation this year. The envelopes can be
returned either to the Rector or left in church. The collections will go to the same
charities as last year, details below.

First a medium one. Solution on page 34

9

United Society Partners in the Gospel (previously known as United Society) is a
charity which started by Royal Charter in 1701 and shares God’s love through
practical action, transforming lives. No handouts are given, which can create
dependency. Instead, they support the development of local skills and empowerment
of communities, leading to change from within. In particular they work with
refugees in Europe.

CHURCH’S DISAPPEARING ACT
Christianity could completely disappear from parts of the Middle East within five
years, a new report has claimed. The ‘Aid to the Church in Need’ document says if
the exodus of Christians from Iraq continues at existing levels, the religion will be
wiped out in the country by 2020. And the report says Christians in Syria number as
few as 500,000 today compared to 1.25 million in 2011. Prime Minister David
Cameron has given his backing to the report, which is called ‘Persecuted and
Forgotten’. He said, “Every day in countries across the world, Christians are
systematically discriminated against, exploited and even driven from their homes
because of their faith. This report serves as a voice for the voiceless - from their
prison cells and the places far from home where they have sought refuge.”
6
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WEST
♠Q
♥J753
♦SOUTH
♣Q
♠32
♥ K 10 4
♦♣K

EAST
♠KJ9
♥Q9
♦♣A
Solution
on p. 34

THE NIGHT BEFORE
CHRISTMAS

And now a trickier one. Solution next month

2

How can N/S make
all 6 tricks in a ♦
contract, with South
to lead?
NORTH
♠A
♥A82
♦32
♣-

8

3

St Catherine’s Hospice is a charity dedicated to providing specialised end of life
care and support to local people and their families, friends and carers, in Surrey and
Sussex.
The Children’s Society is a national charity committed to making childhood better
for all children and young people in the UK, helping them when they are at their
most vulnerable and have nowhere left to turn. The Society takes action to prevent,
rescue and support children facing life trapped in a vicious circle of fear and harm.

BRIDGE

7

1
31

’Twas the night before
Christmas, when all through
the house
Not a creature was stirring,
except Papa’s mouse.
The computer was
humming, the icons were
hopping,
As Papa did last minute
Internet shopping.
The stockings were hung by
the modem with care
In hope that St. Nicholas
would bring new software.
The children were nestled
all snug in their beds,
While visions of computer
games danced in their heads.

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
This festival will take place at St Michael’s Church on Saturday 3rd December from
10am to 4pm and on Sunday 4th December from 12 noon to 4pm.

CROSSWORD Solution on page 34
ACROSS
1 ‘The blind receive sight,
the — walk’ (Luke 7:22)
(4)
3 Got (Philippians 3:12)
(8)
8 Leave out (Jeremiah
26:2) (4)
9 Castigated for using
dishonest scales (Hosea
12:7) (8)
11 Weighty (1 John 5:3)
(10)
14 ‘Now the serpent was
more — than any of the
wild animals the Lord God
had made’ (Genesis 3:1)
(6)
15 ‘Those controlled by
the sinful nature cannot —
God’ (Romans 8:8) (6)
17 Because Israel lacked
one of these, tools had to
be sharpened by the
Philistines (1 Samuel
13:19) (10)
20 In his vision of the two
eagles and the vine, this is
how Ezekiel described the
latter (Ezekiel 17:8) (8)
21 Rite (anag.) (4)
22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8)
23 ‘The eye cannot say to the
— , “I don’t need you”’ (1
Corinthians 12:21) (4)
DOWN
1 ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t
— — , and don’t stop
anywhere in the

20 local organisations from The Dolphin Inn and Broome Park Nursing Home to the
Church Choir will be designing and displaying their idea of an alternative Christmas
Tree. This could prove to be very interesting!! Each tree will be decorated with
fairy lights, so it should be quite a sight.
Most of the trees will be stood in the church windows and a few on floor spaces.
Tables and chairs will be set up in the new vestry area where refreshments will
be served on both days. These will include wonderful home-made mince pies and
cakes together with tea or coffee. The church will be filled with music and we have
been promised a couple of charity stalls selling Christmas gifts.
There is no charge to enter the church but we are hoping that everyone will donate £1
or more and receive a voting slip so that they can vote for the tree that they like the
most. There is a challenge cup for the winning tree! We are dedicating this first
festival to the memory of Barbara Hawkins, who really loved Christmas.
All proceeds from the Festival will go towards St Michael’s fabric fund. The voting
slips will be counted on Sunday 4th, and then there will be a very short church
service at 3.45pm, giving thanks for all the people who have taken part and those
who have visited St Michael’s over the weekend.
Please come along, get into the Christmas spirit and vote for your favourite tree!

plain!’ (Genesis 19:17) (4,4)
2 Principal thoroughfare
(Numbers 20:19) (4,4)
4 ‘The tax collector... beat his
— and said, “God have mercy
on me, a sinner”’ (Luke
18:13) (6)
5 ‘The zeal of the Lord
Almighty will — this’ (2
Kings 19:31) (10)
6 ‘The day of the Lord is —
for all nations’ (Obadiah 15)
(4)
7 Specified day (Acts 21:26)
(4)
10 Deadly epidemic
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(Deuteronomy 32:24) (10)
12 Roman Catholic church
which has special ceremonial
rights (8)
13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8)
16 In his speech to the
Sanhedrin, Stephen described
Moses as ‘powerful in speech
and — ’ (Acts 7:22) (6)
18 ‘Although he did not
remove the high places, —
heart was fully committed to
the Lord all his life’ (1 Kings
15:14) (4)
19 Tribe (Deuteronomy
29:18) (4)

THE NEW MINISTER
The new minister was visiting the homes of his parishioners. At one house it seemed
obvious that someone was at home, but no answer came to his repeated knocks at the
door. Finally he took out a card, wrote ‘Revelation 3:20’ on the back and stuck it in
the door.
When the offering was processed the following Sunday, he found that his card had
been returned. Added to it was this cryptic message, ‘Genesis 3:10’.
Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he broke up in gales of laughter.
Revelation 3:20 begins “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.” Genesis 3:10 reads,
“I heard your voice in the garden and I was afraid for I was naked.”
7

JOINT PARISH MEETING - MISSION ACTION PLAN
On 29th October members of St Michael’s and St Mary’s met for a joint parish
meeting in the Reading Room Buckland to discuss our Mission Action Plan.
We were delighted to welcome Rev.
Sue Weakley from Emmanuel Church,
Sidlow, who has been running similar
workshops in parishes throughout the
diocese. Rev. Sue set us to work in
small groups, with a variety of
challenges, and asked us to consider: “Our Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities,
Our Mission Values and where we would like to be five years from now.” Each
group came up with some great ideas, which led to lively discussion. We concluded
that one of our main strengths is the physical presence of the Church and the vital
facility it provides to the whole community throughout all stages of life. We
considered our weaknesses and agreed we should endeavour to promote our shared
values and develop better links with local organisations. We are currently missing
opportunities due to poor communication between the Church and the community.
One of the main goals, on which we all settled, was the proposal to develop joint
ventures within the two parishes to bridge the gap between “Welcoming and
Belonging”. Weddings and Christenings bring people into the Church and we need
to work on how best to encourage them to become regular members.
Our Rector Canon Carol Coslett, together with the two PCCs, will work on the
suggestions developed during the Mission Action Planning Meeting and put together
a plan for the next five years.
The meeting concluded with a delicious “Bring ‘n’ Share” lunch which gave
everyone a fantastic opportunity to discuss their ideas on how to work together to
achieve some of the objectives.
Jean Cooke (Lay member of Deanery Synod)

MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS
One thing all nations have in common is the ability to see each others’ faults.
The human race seems to have improved everything except people.
Whatever we part with for God’s sake shall be made up to us in kind or kindness. Matthew Henry
In giving until it hurts, some people are extremely sensitive to pain.
8

MUSIC IN DORKING
2nd at 4.00, children’s concert at St Paul’s, £5,  01306 743378
2nd at 7.00, flute quintet at St Mary’s, Pixham
2nd at 7.45, Kings Chamber Orchestra at St Paul’s, £10,  01306 743378
3rd at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free,  01306 884229
8th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717
10th at 3.00, Ladybirds choir at URC Hall, £7.50,  843662
10th at 5.00, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Nicolas, Great Bookham, £14,
 01306 877176
11th at 7.00, Martineau Singers at St Mary’s, Pixham
17th at 3.00, Dorking Choral Society at St Joseph’s
18th at 3.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717
31st at 4.00, concert screening at Dorking Halls, £12.50,  01306 881717
December naturally sees several Christmas concerts. St Paul’s church leads the way
with two concerts at the beginning of the month, featuring the Kings Chamber
Orchestra. The first, in the afternoon, is a teddy bear concert for children aged 0-11.
Children are asked to bring an adult and a teddy! In the evening there will be
seasonal music, with pieces by Vivaldi, Handel and Tchaikovsky, as well as
Christmas carols.
The Ladybirds Choir, directed by Helena Twentyman,
will give its Christmas concert to raise funds for
PSDS, a local charity that provides support for
children with Down’s syndrome. Tea and mince pies
will be served afterwards.
St Mary’s church in Pixham will host two events - a concert given by a flute quintet
and a Christmas concert with the Martineau Singers. Dorking Choral Society’s
Christmas concert at St Joseph’s will also include contributions from the St Joseph’s
school children’s choir.
The Dorking Chamber Orchestra, playing at Great Bookham, has a concert including
two of Bach’s Brandenburg concertos, John Rutter’s Suite Antique,
and a symphony by the little-known Dorking composer John Marsh,
born here in 1752. The lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church will be
given by the previous Director of Music, organist Martin Ellis,
making a welcome return visit to play in Dorking.
Dorking Halls is screening Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker (always a favourite ballet
for Christmas) live from the Royal Opera House, The Nutcracker from the Bolshoi in
Moscow, and the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra’s new year gala concert.
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CHORAL SOCIETY CAROL CONCERT
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society
invite you to their celebration of
Christmas on Wednesday 14th
December at St Michael’s Church,
Betchworth at 7.30pm.
This year’s programme will be truly
‘Christmassy’ with many opportunities
for everybody to get into the Christmas
mood and join in with the choir in their
favourite carols. The concert will be a
mixture of traditional and perhaps less well known modern settings of old favourites.
Put the date in your diary and let us help you get your Christmas off to a sparkling
start. Tickets are priced at £12 (U18s Free) which includes a programme, a glass of
wine or soft drink and of course, a mince pie. They are available from
tickets@bbcsinfo.org, from Buckland Deli, or contact Jean Cooke on  245161, or
on the door.
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society will be supporting Friends of Broome Park
and there will be a retiring collection for this local charity.
And if you like what you hear, why not think of joining us in the New Year as we
prepare to compete in the Leith Hill Musical Festival in April 2017: our main work
will be Mendelssohn’s Elijah. Rehearsals with our newly appointed Musical
Director, Helen Smee (www.helensmee.com) will start on Wednesday 4th January
2017. Tenors and basses would be given an especially warm welcome.

CONGRATULATIONS PETER!
On 23rd October in St Michael’s His Honour
Peter Slot was presented with a long service
certificate for his faithful service as a Reader
for over 30 years. We welcomed Ray
Wheeler, the Croydon Area Warden of
Readers, and his wife Susan. Ray took the
theme of Bible Sunday and how important it
is for Readers to preach and share the word.
Peter has done just that throughout his
ministry. He has in both our churches
enriched our understanding of scripture and so eloquently presented challenges to our
own faith and Christian journey. Peter writes in the forward of his published book
‘A Layman’s Faith’: “I have been a communicant member of the Church of England
now for 60 years and inevitably, over time, I have thought deeply and carefully about
the things that I truly believe - and at the same time, the things I truly reject …. I
found that, if I was going to preach from the pulpit, I was truly going to have to work
out with the very greatest care precisely what I believed and why I believed it… it
seemed to me to be essential to get the message right and to try to make it live. I
sought to do this when I started and when I was formally appointed as a Reader in
1991”.
During the service our choir sang a very appropriate anthem: ‘Teach me, O Lord, the
way of thy statutes’ by Thomas Attwood.
Eiluned has supported Peter throughout his ministry in the life of the church, and was
presented with a bouquet of flowers as a mark of gratitude.
After the service we all joined in celebratory drinks and refreshments, enabling many
to talk to Peter and Eiluned whilst offering their congratulations and a thank-you
from the congregations of both Betchworth and Buckland.

An elderly man and his wife were avid rugby fans and they managed to get two of
the best tickets for the Rugby World Cup. The man took his seat and a young man
next to him noticed that the seat on the other side of the old man was empty.
Knowing that the tickets sold like hot cakes, the young man asked if someone else
would be joining him. “Afraid not,” said the old man. “The ticket was for my wife
and we never missed these games, but sadly she died recently.”
The young man sympathised, and asked why he hadn’t passed the ticket on to
someone else in the family. “None of them could come,” said the old man, “because
they’re all at the funeral.”
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ONE GOOD THING
If there’s one good thing I can do, one heart that I can mend,
One teardrop that I can replace with laughter for a friend;
One unsaid word that I can say to take away a wrong,
One little thing that I can do to make a weak faith strong;
If there’s a kindness I can show, however great or small,
My life will have some meaning - that’s what matters most of all.

9

Christ Church (Upper Mole Group), The Green,
Brockham Green, Surrey, RH3 7JR

Sunday 11th December, 5.00pm

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
2016 proved yet again to be a successful year for the Society. Our talk earlier in the
year started with an excellent speaker, Angela Bigwood, who delighted a packed
audience with her knowledge and passion for falconry. With the help of her well
trained birds, a buzzard, a Harrier hawk, a barn owl and a peregrine falcon, Angela
explained their natural habitats in the wild. The Patchwork Gardening project also
brought our members a different view of gardening. More talks are currently being
arranged for 2017.
The Autumn Show was as always well supported by the Members with the exhibits
again reaching a very high standard. If you are a keen gardener, who enjoys growing
and nurturing life into plants, fruit and vegetables, please join our Society. We are
always looking for new blood and ideas.
The Brockham Green Horticultural Society wish all of their members a Happy
Christmas and a prosperous 2017.

FARM AFRICA
Every December, families take on long journeys that are dangerous for themselves,
their animals and the land itself.
When you hear a story like Kaamila's
first-hand, you wonder how you’ll begin
to explain it back home. Each year, the
dry season starts in December, and each
year Kaamila would pack her belongings,
take her children and cattle and spend
three months travelling with them
through the forest.
My name is Libby and I’m part of Farm Africa’s UK team. Recently, I travelled to
the Bale Eco-region in Ethiopia, which is a stunning area, home to unique wildlife
and valuable natural resources on which its inhabitants depend. The Bale Eco -region
is home to threatened species of animals and plants found nowhere else on earth.
But the future of the whole Eco-region is in danger.
Over the coming months, I’ll be sharing with you the stories of the people I met.
Next month, I’ll tell you more about Kaamila, and explain why every year she had to
take her family on a dangerous three-month journey, just to survive.
Libby Plumb, Farm Africa, UK team
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DORKING MUSEUM IN DECEMBER
Dorking Museum offers seasonal greetings and invites you to have a look around
(open Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 10am to 4pm, closed 22nd - 24th December).
Dorking’s ‘ghost soldier’: Actor Johnny Diamond has taken on the character of one
of Dorking’s fallen soldiers from the Great War and is out and about in Dorking in
full military uniform promoting the Museum’s current exhibition, ‘Dorking 1916’,
which commemorates a momentous year in the Great War and the impact that it had
on the Home Front in the town and villages.
Seasonal walks: The Museum’s walks team runs guided walks of historic Dorking
and the Deepdene Trail. Walks take 90 minutes. See website for details, to make
group bookings by appointment, or special dates for individual bookings (Deepdene
Trail walk, 4th December).
The latest popular addition to our permanent exhibition at the Museum is a ‘virtual
reality tour’ on screen of the Deepdene estate as it was in 1825.
Family Activity, Saturday 17 th December: Join us to make a Christmas decoration,
for yourself or as a gift. Drop in between 2pm and 3.30pm. Ideal for families with
children up to age ten.
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk,  01306 876591,
e-mail admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk.

SINGING FOR PLEASURE
The height of our twice monthly activity was a presentation at St. Martin’s Church in
Dorking on 26th October. We sang part of our summer programme ‘Music in the
Air’ during the informal U3A concert. Gina Eason, our director, pianist and
accompanist, selected ten songs for us. Those songs, many popular and well known,
formed a varied and well contrasted selection of different styles and idioms, all of
which convey the differing moods and emotions music and singing can arouse in us.
We particularly echoed the sentiment in our final song, ‘May You Always Have A
Song’. We hope that everyone experienced the enjoyment, fulfilment and sense of
wellbeing that music and singing can bring about.
Our ‘Singing for Pleasure’ group meets on the first and third Mondays of the month
in the Reading Room, Old Road, between 10am and 12 noon. Feel free to join us for
a sample session.
Meike Laurenson  248909
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HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED ABOUT THE CURIOUS
WORDS OF THE CAROL THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS?
From 1558 until 1829 Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practise
their faith openly. Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for
young Catholics. It has two levels of meaning: the surface meaning plus a hidden
meaning known only to members of their church. Each element in the carol has a
code word for a religious reality which the children could remember.
The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. Two turtledoves were the Old and New
Testaments. Three French hens stood for Faith, Hope and Love. The four calling
birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The five golden rings
recalled the Torah or Law, the first five Books of the Old Testament. The six geese
a-laying stood for the six days of creation. Seven swans a-swimming represented the
sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit: Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortations,
Contribution, Leadership and Mercy.
The eight maids a milking were the eight beatitudes. The nine ladies dancing were
the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness,
Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self Control. The ten lords a leaping were the Ten
Commandments. The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples.
The twelve drummers drumming symbolised the twelve points of belief in the
Apostles’ Creed.
Kindly submitted by Philip Haynes

DON’T QUIT
When things go wrong as they sometimes will,
When the road you’re trudging seems all uphill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,
Rest if you must, but don’t you quit.
Life is queer with its twists and turns,
As every one of us sometimes learns,
And many a failure turns about
When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don’t give up, though the pace seems slow You may succeed with another blow,
Success is failure turned inside out -
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The silver tint of the clouds of
doubt,
And you never can tell how
close you are,
It may be near when it seems
so far;
So stick to the fight when you’re
hardest hit It’s when things seem worst that
you must not quit.
Edgar A. Guest

HELP MAKE VULNERABLE CHILDREN’S VOICES
HEARD THIS CHRISTMAS
St Michael’s and St
Mary’s are inviting
the local community
to help bring hope to
some of the UK’s
most vulnerable
children this festive
season by supporting
their Christingle
celebration in aid of
The Children’s
Society.
This unique Christmas
service will be held at
St Michael’s on 18th
December at 10.30
am and is open to everyone. All money raised will go towards providing lifechanging support for vulnerable children and young people and to make sure their
voices are heard.
Christingle is a tradition that has been taking place almost half a century and involves
lighting a candle in a decorated orange which symbolises different aspects of the
Christian story. Christingle is an opportunity for people of all ages to join in, light a
candle and enjoy the warmth and vibrancy of this special festive occasion.
In the UK there are almost 4 million children and young people dealing with
hardship, abuse and neglect which are ruining childhoods and future prospects.
With around one million people attending each year, the Christingle fundraising
events play a key role in supporting The Children’s Society’s vital work to help some
of this country’s most vulnerable children. This year the charity is aiming to raise
£1.2 million and all funds raised will be crucial to its work.
This year our Rector Carol will be visiting all three sites at North Downs Primary
School who will be participating in Christingle Assemblies. Pupils from Betchworth
site will attend their own special service in St Michael’s during December. The
children are really excited about preparing for their Christingle celebration and the
whole school are helping to raise money for this fantastic cause.
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Matthew Reed, Chief Executive of The Children’s Society, said: “We’re delighted
that St Michael’s and St Mary’s are organising a Christingle service and that North
Downs Primary School is involved as well to help disadvantaged children, and we’re
truly grateful for their support.

Betchworth and Buckland Society
Invite you to join us for

Christmas Drinks
Sunday 18th December
Buckland Reading Room from 12 midday
Members £5, guests £6, children under 15 free.
Book by contacting Debbie Jones:  845514
Larkrise, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 &BH or
Email: betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com

♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB ♦ ♣
Recent winners are as follows:
27th Oct:

N/S:
E/W:
3rd Nov: N/S:
E/W:
10th Nov: N/S:
E/W:
17th Nov: N/S:
E/W:

Gloria Whitwell & Geoff Woodcock
Savas Oratis & Richard Wheen
Gail Sperrin & Phil Watford
Ruzena Cates & Robin Hoare
Pat Davey & John Mitchell
Sabina de Gaston-Cooper & Richard Wheen
Diana & David Watson
Gloria Whitwell & Geoff Woodcock

Congratulations to all concerned. We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room
each Thursday and start at 2.15, but please arrive and sit down no later than 2.05pm.
For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland.
Please do not park in front of the village shop or block access to Dungates Lane or to
houses in the area.
Richard Wheen
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“Vulnerable children and young people are at the very centre of what we do and we
need to make sure their voices are heard so their lives can be improved. These
Christingle events make it possible for us to carry on
our vital work and transform the lives of even more
children in need of our help.”
To find out about a local Christingle near you visit
www.christingle.org
For more information, please call The Children’s Society’s media team on
 020 7841 4422 or email media@childrenssociety.org.uk. For out-of-hours
enquiries please call  07810 796 508.

TREE OF LIGHT SERVICE
In conjunction with St Catherine’s Hospice and others, the churches of the Upper
Mole Group will come together for the Tree of Light Service at 5pm on Sunday 11th
December at Christchurch, Brockham, hosted by the Brockham Worship Band. This
will be an informal, carol based service that gives us the opportunity to celebrate the
lives of those special people who cannot be with us, and it will also support the work
of St. Catherine’s Hospice. Our Tree of Light remembrance service offers the
chance to reflect and remember friends and family who are no longer with us and
many people find attending our service of great comfort.
During the service we illuminate our Tree, so that each star shines brightly as a
symbol of a life cherished and remembered. Together our trees act as a shining
memorial to thousands of people who are dearly loved and missed and are a chance
for you to pause and reflect on your own treasured memories.
Everyone is welcome, regardless of whether your loss was recent, some time ago, or
if the person being remembered was cared for by St Catherine’s or elsewhere.
The Incarnation
This most tremendous tale of all,
Seen in a stained-glass window’s hue,
A Baby in an ox’s stall.
John Betjeman ‘Christmas’
13

SAINT NICHOLAS/FATHER CHRISTMAS
One account of how Father Christmas began tells of a man named Nicholas born in
the third century in the Greek village of Patara, on what is today the southern coast of
Turkey. His family were devout and wealthy, and when his parents died in an
epidemic, Nicholas decided to use his inheritance to help people. He gave to the
needy, the sick, the suffering. He dedicated his whole life to God’s service, and was
made Bishop of Myra while still young. Later a bishop, he joined other bishops and
priests in prison under the emperor Diocletian’s fierce persecution of Christians.
Finally released, Nicholas was all the more determined to spread abroad the news of
God’s love. He did so by giving. One story of his generosity explains why we hang
Christmas stockings over our mantelpieces today. There was a poor family with three
daughters who needed dowries if they were to marry and not be sold into slavery.
Nicholas heard of their plight, and tossed three bags of gold into their home through
an open window – thus saving the girls from a life of misery.
The bags of gold landed in stockings or shoes left before the fire to dry. Hence the
custom of children hanging out stockings – in the hope of attracting presents of their
own from St Nicholas - on Christmas Eve. That is why three gold balls, sometimes
represented as oranges, are one of the symbols of St Nicholas.
The example of St Nicholas has never been forgotten - to this day, 6th December is
still the main day for gift-giving and merry-making in much of Europe. Many feel
that simple gift-giving in early Advent helps preserve a Christmas Day focus on the
Christ Child.

HEARD AT A FUNERAL SERVICE (NOT IN BUCKLAND)
Not how did he die?
But how did he live?
Not what did he gain?
But what did he give?
These are the units to measure the worth
Of this man as a man regardless of birth.
Not what was his station?
But had he a heart?
How did he play his God-given part?
Was he at hand with a word of good
cheer
To bring back a smile or banish a fear?

Not what was his church or what was his
creed?
But had he befriended those really in
need?
Not how did the formal obituary run?
But how many grieved when his life’s
work was done?
[If anyone knows the name of the poet, or
anything else about this poem, would
they please let the editor know? Thank
you.]
Edgar A. Guest
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ON WHAT SORT OF DOG A CLERGYMAN SHOULD OWN
The Rectory, St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
I am absolutely delighted to hear that you are getting a dog. But be careful which
variety you choose. First, your dog must be something substantial, but not prone to
fighting or making amorous advances towards parishioners’ dogs. A mongrel may
be all very well for you as a curate, but think to the future when you are an
incumbent. Get a pedigree. It sets a better tone at the Rectory.
It should also be a breed that sheds hair copiously, which should deter your more
fastidious parishioners from bothering you at home. If it also drools, that is a bonus.
I would recommend you do not get a sheepdog. They become neurotic trying to
round everyone up as they roam round your lawn at the annual Summer Fête.
It can be useful giving your dog a name that - naturally, by coincidence - is similar to
that of an awkward parishioner. Being able to bawl out commands to “come”, “sit”,
and “stop that”, along with the pet’s name, can be cathartic to you, salutary to the
parishioner concerned and instructive to the rest of your congregation.
Dogs keep every confidence you tell them, are infinitely sympathetic when you moan
about the flower arrangers, and make an excellent audience when you rehearse your
Sunday sermon on them. Just like my parishioners, my Labrador gives me a look of
well-meaning incomprehension as I get underway, and within minutes slips into a
peaceful doze, which continues until my sermon concludes.
When gentlemen of the road call, before you open the door, make a series of very
audible commands that imply you are restraining a ravenous beast. That your
ravenous beast is smiling and tail-wagging is irrelevant. It will make your caller
hesitate to ring the bell another time.
Dogs also provide an excellent excuse for terminating endless meetings, overlong
phone calls, parish socials and even visits to the bishop. Even the hardest of hearts
cannot stop you from dashing home to give your pet a toilet break, much, of course,
as you would like to continue enjoying yourself with whomsoever it is you are
obliged to flee from.
But do not take dogs to your church council meetings. When difficult decisions have
to be made, you can never rely on them voting the way you want. My Labrador will
wag her tail and agree with anyone.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
23

FROM THE REGISTERS

DECEMBER GARDEN NOTES
Although there is a temptation at this time of year to put off gardening jobs until the
spring, there are some tasks that are best done now.
 Hedging: As the weather turns wetter and colder, bare-root and root-balled
hedging become available. For hedgerow-style, consider privet, hawthorn and
beech, the latter providing bright autumn colour. Although not evergreen, beech
will retain much of its brown leaf until the new shoots of spring take over. Privet
will often drop after initial planting, but in subsequent years will keep its foliage
during all but the harshest winters. Laurel will give excellent screening, as does
photinia with the added bonus of a dash of colour. Yew will provide a good longterm hedge which will not outgrow its space if you prune regularly. Best for
security is rosa rugosa which will quickly become impenetrable.
 Trees: Depending on the area, generally young plants and trees will establish
more quickly and need less care than more mature specimens. As they are now
dormant, planting in early winter is a perfect time to give them a healthy start.
It’s also ideal now to transplant any shrubs which have outgrown their position,
and to divide up vigorous perennials to give them more space.
 Fruit: Plan ahead your fruit requirements for 2017. As well as fruit trees, fruit
bushes should be planted now. Gooseberries (can you still buy them as fruits?),
black and blueberries, raspberries and white, red and blackcurrants will all
establish well after autumn planting.
 Christmas! Some gentle pruning of holly, ivy, skimmia and almost any
evergreen or berried shrub will make a perfect fresh Christmas garland or wreath
to adorn your front door or mantelpiece. Much more personal than artificial and cheaper too!
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries

Baptism
16th October

William Thomas Howard, St Mary’s
Alexander John Howard, St Mary’s

Admission to Communion
23rd October
Andrew Woodall and James Woodall, St Michael’s
6th November
Genevieve Hamilton and Eloise Hamilton, St Michael’s
Confirmations by Bishop Jonathan Clark
at St Luke’s, Reigate
16th October
Millie Rose Wallis
Amy Greta Maxwell Hawkins
Funeral
26th October

10th November

Kathleen Mary Hammant, who
died on 10th October 2016 aged
96, formerly of Deepdene Care
Centre, Dorking
Thanksgiving Service for Malcolm James Ridley, St Michael’s

Burial of Ashes
10th November Malcolm James Ridley, who died on 21st August 2016 aged 75,
formerly of Station Road, Betchworth
Burial (Betchworth Burial Ground)
31st October
Michael Henry Zeal, who died on 27th March 2016 aged 85,
formerly of Broome Park Nursing Home, Betchworth
We send our condolences to those who are bereaved at this time

CHRISTMAS


I asked a friend of mine what he would be doing over Christmas. He told me
he reckoned he would be doing a lot of work on “aqua-thermal treatment of
ceramics, aluminum, and steel under a constrained environment.” I was
astonished – and baffled. In further conversation, I learned that he would be
“washing dishes in hot water under his wife’s supervision.”



Christmas is the season when your neighbour’s radio keeps you awake
playing ‘Silent Night’.
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At a wedding ceremony, the minister asked if anyone had anything to say concerning
the union of the bride and groom, otherwise it was time to forever hold their peace.
The moment of silence was broken when a young woman carrying a child walked
slowly toward to the minister. The calm atmosphere suddenly changed. The bride
turned to the groom and slapped him. The groom’s mother fainted and the best man
was left wondering how he could best handle the situation. The minister then asked
the young lady, “Please tell us exactly what you have to say and why you came
forward.” She replied, “We can’t hear at the back.”
15

WINTER LUNCHES
The Christmas lunch will be held on Thursday 8th December in the Buckland
Reading Room at 12 noon. If you have not been to one of our lunches
before and are free on 8th December we would love to see you. The
meal costs £3.50 and will be a traditional lunch. Our November lunch
was really well attended, with 22 of us sitting down to eat.



If you can come please just phone Liz Vahey on  221444 or Carol Leeds on 
247399 so we can have the right number of mince pies ready!!

CAROL SINGING ROUND THE VILLAGE
Carol singing round the village will take place on Monday 19th
December, meeting at 5.45pm at the Reading Room and thence
progressing - who knows where? All I am going to tell you now
is that we shall be ending at a kind parishioner’s house in time
for light refreshments there.
We had a very good turn-out of carollers last year and it would
be great to repeat that this year. Children, especially those
willing to knock on doors to collect for our chosen charities,
would be particularly welcome. Our collections will go to the three charities
mentioned on page 6. Come suitably clad!
For further information contact Jean Cooke or Richard Wheen (see inside front cover
for contact details).

ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN
We welcome villagers, walkers and visitors to Betchworth from further afield, in fact
anyone who wishes to drop in. We meet on the fourth
Wednesday of each month, from January to November. Tea
and cakes are served in the Hamilton Room, Church Street,
Betchworth. For more information contact Margaret Miller on
 842098 or email jma.miller@btinternet.com. All are
welcome.
16

4th December : Saint Osmond – an immigrant before Brexit
Osmond is the saint for you if you regret Brexit, and believe that immigrants can
actually bring good to Britain. Osmond came to England from France back in the
days before EU regulations. It was shortly after 1066, and he was a Norman,
following William the Conqueror.
Osmond himself was no soldier, but a gifted and godly man, with a
great gift of administration. He became royal chaplain, and then
chancellor in 1072, producing numerous royal letters and charters
for the king. In 1078 he was made bishop of Salisbury. As such, he
completed and consecrated the cathedral, and formed such an
outstanding chapter and constitution that it later became a model for
other English cathedrals.
Osmond took part in the preparation of the Domesday Book, and was present when it
was presented to William in April 1086. He died in 1099, well respected for his
purity and learning, and his lack of avarice and ambition.

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO
There is again little of interest in the December 1966 magazine. The attached
diocesan leaflet reminds us of some of Lord Acton’s words: “Everything secret
degenerates, even the administration of justice; nothing is safe that does not show it
can bear discussion and publicity.” Also from that leaflet: “Keep a cut lemon handy
by the wash bowl and use for rinsing hair (a few drops in the rinsing water). A few
drops in the water also when washing hands and face will keep skin smooth”; “Clip
a sparkling rhinestone button on to each of several hair-grips. For children they
make a very pretty decoration for a party or dressing up.”

POWER OF THE PRESS
For the benefit of those who doubt the power of the press, here is a clip from a
newspaper: ‘Owing to the overcrowded conditions of our columns, a number of
births and deaths are unavoidably postponed this week.’
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BUCKLAND DELI
First, I would like to say a big thank you to all the customers who have supported the
shop over the last nine years. I still remember the first day I opened and how
friendly and welcoming everyone was. Some people thought I was mad to take on a
village store but I had a good feeling about it and was determined to make it work. It
soon took off and our freshly filled baguettes have become quite renowned. I often
hear customers tell me how they have driven miles just to buy one of our
sandwiches.
So now I’ve decided to start a new adventure in the south-west of France. I’m
looking forward to rediscovering my love of French food where I will have more
time to enjoy cooking and relaxing!
My sister Emma who has worked alongside me has taken over the shop. She plans
to keep the shop much as it is today, although I’m sure she will add her own touch to
things! I would also like to thank Adrian Sanders who has supported me during my
time here.
I hope you will all continue to support the Deli and maybe see you in France one
day!
Janine

MOLES
Mr & Mrs Mole are presently tearing through the churchyard a few inches under the
turf and having a great time. Our mole deterrent operative has run out of mothballs,
which seem to do the trick of slowing them down. If anyone in the village has a
secret/old stock of these smelly sphericals and would like to donate them to ‘The
Cause’, please contact me on  247399. Thanks.
Everett Leeds

THE RED LION & CELLAR ROOM
We are looking for someone to join our happy team at The Red Lion & Cellar Room,
Old Road, to look after our lovely bed and breakfast accommodation.
No experience needed as full training will be given.
To apply please send your CV or ring us on  843336.
20
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LOTS OF LOVE
Time to make some Christmas
decorations? Cut out two shapes like
the pattern below, one in red card, one
in green card. Don’t forget to cut the
slits.

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Christmas is upon us again and it seems
only like yesterday when we were
returning from the school summer
holiday. Christmas is a wonderful time
to be working in a school
and to be able to share
with children the fun and
excitement of parties,
presents and pantomimes.
This year, for the first
time, our Infant children
will return to school in the
early evening to perform their show,
‘Born in a Barn’. Their performances
will take place outside, under stars and
fairy lights, adding a truly festive feel
to the proceedings. There will be lots
of singing, some dancing and plenty of
drama. Hot chocolate and mulled wine
will be on hand to keep the grown-ups,
who will be watching, nice and warm!

celebrating Christingle on all three
bases and our school carol service will
be held at Christ Church in Brockham.
All in all a busy time for the pupils at
North Downs Primary.
In school we try to
celebrate Christmas in a
traditional way with a
proper school Christmas
lunch with turkey and all
the trimmings, a Christmas
tree, and a Christmas post box for
children’s cards. We feel it is
important to teach children that
Christmas is as much about giving as
well as getting and we encourage
children to think about the children in
this country and overseas who are not
so fortunate.

On behalf of all the children, staff and
Our junior children will also be
governors I would like to wish you all a
performing a show entitled ‘Superstar’. happy and healthy Christmas.
Altogether they have three
performances over two days, in order
to ensure that as many family members
Jane Douglass, Headteacher
are able to come to watch as possible.
North Downs Primary School
During December we are also

NATIVITY PLAY
To see the story of the first Christmas
through the eyes of little children
makes it fresh and new. I like the
story of the little boy who so wanted to
be Joseph but was picked as the
innkeeper instead. All went well until
the nativity play started and Mary and
Joseph arrived at the inn. The boy
playing the innkeeper greeted them
with ‘Come in Mary love, there’s plenty
of room for you, but Joseph can get
lost!’

Interlock the 2 shapes by weaving the
strips under and over their opposite
colour. This will give you a heart shape.
Use a little glue to hold them together
if needed. Punch a hole in the top at
the centre and thread with cord to
Mary may insist that her teddy is the
hang your decoration. You can make
Baby Jesus, the angels may trip over
lots in different colours and decorate
their robes made from sheets, but
them with sequins or stickers too. Nice
every nativity play shows the wonder of
symbols of love to decorate your
the story of the first Christmas when
Christmas.
the son of God was born a baby, like us.
Tea towels used as shepherd’s
headdresses and angels’ haloes made
from wire coat hangers only serve to
underline the humanity of it all. A baby
born in a stable – a simple story that
changes the world.

“Thanks very much for the beautiful jumper,” said Charles,
kissing his grandmother dutifully on the cheek.
“Oh, there’s nothing to thank me for,” she murmured.
“That’s what I thought, but Mum said I had to.”
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