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February 2016: Issue No. 1079
Articles for the March 2016 issue must be with the Editor by Sunday
14th February, please. No acknowledgement of items for the magazine
will be sent (unless submitted by email).

14 Feb

Editorial The editor r eser ves the r ight to shor ten or omit ar ticles
submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the
following month. Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and
are not necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Information This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church, Buckland and
contains personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to
readers of the magazine. In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the
magazine, such persons also consent to this information being posted on the
Church’s website www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net. Please let the editor know if
any of the information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong
or needs to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given
in the magazine. Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to
appear on the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the
editor.

HISTORICAL NOTES
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. It straddles the
A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway. The parish registers date back to 1560,
and the first recorded vicar to 1308. The present church is thought to have been built
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860. The church has six bells, still
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire. Some of the windows date from the
14th and 15th centuries. The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from
an enemy bomb in 1941. The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600
separate pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in
newspaper. The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the lightbox at the West end of the church.
Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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Date
7th
February

10th
February
14th
February
21st
February
28th
February

Flowers

Reader/L esson

Ann Adams Simon Thomas
2 Corinthians
3.12-4.2

L

E

N

T

Sidesman/Procession
8
9.30

Jean Cooke
Simon Thomas
Pat Evans, Jane England
& Trevor Cooke

Psalm
51.1-18

8pm

Carol Leeds

Jane England
Romans 10.8b-13

9.30

Jane England
Simon Thomas, Keith
Billington & David Sayce

Richard Wheen
Philippians
3.17-4.1

Caroline Gale
8
10.30 Carol Leeds

Philip Haynes
1 Corinthians
10.1-13

9.30

Philip Haynes
Sue Haynes, Rosey Davy
& Liz Vahey

MAG SUBS
It’s that time of year again! With this
magazine you should also be receiving
a blue slip, requesting a contribution to
the cost of producing this Magazine,
and a yellow envelope for those
contributors who pay tax, so that the
Church may recover tax on the amount
of your contribution. We ask for £8 per
household but any amount would be
appreciated.
The name of your magazine distributor
is set out earlier in this Magazine.
Thank you very much.
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The Editor

Dear All

When the time comes

When I have been with someone who has died I have always been struck by their
stillness. It is as though they are not there. This could suggest that the person
themselves has died with their body. The person we have known and loved is no
more. This is a common view in the western world today; when you are dead you are
dead. In a scientific and rational age it is easy to see why many people see things
this way.
A different view would be that the person we are survives death in another
dimension we do not yet see. Life after death does not mean that the body is
resuscitated but it does mean that the soul lives on.
Whichever way you see things when someone we care about dies the impact can be
far reaching. We may have a deep sense of loss and disorientation without them.
The impact of grieving is often hard to overstate.
Death for many people is frightening, not only when we think about the death of
those we love but when we think about our own death. Death is hard to talk about
and we don’t. It is hard to find the words and to know what to do with our feelings.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 10th February with a service of Holy Communion in
St Mary’s at 8.00pm. It will make a good beginning to this year’s Lent Course
which is called “When the time comes” and focuses on issues around death and
dying. There are two sessions: these are on Wednesday 17 th February and
Wednesday 24th February and they will both be held in The Reading Room at
Buckland from 4.30 to 6.00pm.
In the first session we have a chance to share our experience in conversation with
others. It will be an opportunity to talk about our own death and the death of those
we love, to understand the process of dying better and how we can hold it hopefully
within our own lives.
In the second session we look at what faith teaches us about death and dying as well
as what happened in the death and resurrection of Jesus. We consider what has been
believed down the centuries and what we can realistically believe and try to live out
3

today.

SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON PREVIOUS PAGES

Each session will conclude with a short time of prayer and reflection.
The two sessions can be conflated into one as a one day course on Saturday 5 th March
from 11.00 to 3.00pm. But this day will only take place if there is sufficient demand
and a suitable venue will be arranged depending on numbers. If you would like to
opt for the one day course please phone Linda Slater on  844632 or email her on:
david.slater2@tiscali.co.uk. Otherwise all are welcome on February 17th and 24th.
Each session begins with coffee and there is no need to register in advance for these.

David Eaton

Date
7th February
Sunday before
Lent

St Mary’s,
Buckland
8
9.30

St Michael’s,
Betchworth

HC (BCP)
Parish Communion

10th February 8pm
Ash Wednesday

Holy Communion with
Imposition of Ashes

14th February
Lent 1

9.30

Parish Communion
(Iona)

21st February
Lent 2

8
HC (BCP)
10.30 Joint All-Age Family
Service

28th February
Lent 3

9.30

6th March
Mothering
Sunday

8
9.30

Parish Communion

11

Parish Communion

8
11

HC (BCP)
Matins

5pm Choral Evensong
8
HC (BCP)
11
Parish Communion
5pm Contemplative Prayer
(Lady Chapel vestry space)

All Age Mothering
Sunday Communion
(posies given out)
4

11

All Age Mothering Sunday
Family Service (posies
given out)

Last month’s harder SUDOKU

This month’s easier SUDOKU
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BRIDGE
With a certain ♣ loser, how can North/South avoid the loss of one (or even two) ♠
tricks? The answer must be to throw West in and force him to lead a ♠. This,
however, involves removing his other cards. So lead ♦3 for North to ruff.
North now cashes his ♥A and leads his remaining ♣. East is in some
difficulty on this lead, but will need to throw a ♠ to avoid promoting
South’s remaining ♥. South throws his heart. West wins and must lead a
♠. If he leads ♠K the rest is easy for North/South, so he will return a
small ♠. North must play low on this and South wins the trick as cheaply as possible.
If East played his ♠10 on this trick then a simple ♠ finesse will win the last two
tricks, but if East still has ♠10 then South must pin it by leading ♠Q and running it
unless West covers.
CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1, Prosperity. 7, Raisins. 8, Admit. 10, View.
11, Confetti. 13, Distil. 15, Groyne. 17, Navigate. 18, Whit.
21, Enoch. 22, Trodden. 23, Prophetess.

DOWN: 1, Pride. 2, Ovid. 3, Pastor. 4, Reaffirm. 5, Timothy.
6, Providence. 9, Tridentine. 12, Kingship. 14, Saviour. 16, Statue.
19, Hades. 20, Rome.
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February diary
Mon 1st

POEM OF THE MONTH
There’s nothing at all the matter with me,
I really feel healthy, as healthy can be.
I have arthritis in both of my knees,
And then when I talk, I talk with a wheeze.
My pulse is quite weak and my blood is so thin,
But I’m awfully well for the shape that I’m in.
I have arch supports for both of my feet
Which means I can just about walk down the
street.
Sleep I find difficult, night after night,
But gladly by morning I find I’m all right.
My memory is failing, my head’s in a spin,
But I’m awfully well for the shape that I’m in.

PRAYER OF THE
MONTH
Give me, good Lord, a humble,
lowly, quiet, peaceable, patient,
charitable, kind,
tender and pitiful
mind; with all my
works and all my
words and all my
thoughts to have a
taste of the holy blessed spirit.
Sir Thomas More

GRACE OF THE MONTH

How do I know that my youth is all spent?
We bless thee Lord, for this our
Well, my ‘get up and go’ has got up and went.
food,
But I really don’t mind when I think of the fun
And all of the wild things my ‘get up’ has done. For life and health and every good.
May we more blest than we
deserve
Old age is golden I’ve oft heard it said,
Live less for self and more to
But I’m sometimes unsure as I get into bed,
serve.
With my ‘ears’ in the drawer, my teeth in the
cup,
My ‘eyes’ on the table until I wake up.
THOUGHT OF THE
As sleep overtakes me I say to myself,
MONTH
“Is there anything more I could lay on the
shelf?”
Since light travels faster than
sound, some people
Then I get up each morning, get rid of the nits
appear bright until
And pick up the paper and read the ‘Obits’;
If my name isn’t in there, I know I’m not dead, you hear them speak.

So I give God my thanks and go back to bed.

Page

St Brigid

22

Thur 4th

7.45 pm

Women’s Institute

28

Sat

9.30am-1pm

Dementia friendly church morning

12

6th

12

Tues 9th

Shrove Tuesday

Wed 10th 9.30-11.30am Cancer Research coffee morning

30

Thur 11th 7.30pm

B&B Society Quiz & Pie night

30

Fri

19th 8pm

One World Group - Sierra Leone

30

Sat

20th

10am-3pm

Upper Mole Group quiet day

2-3.30pm

Dorking Museum family activity afternoon

31

Hamilton Room drop-in

19

Wed 24th 2-4pm

The Lent course will take place on 17th and 24th February at 4 pm in the
Reading Room.

6

Buckland Lent lunches will take place in the Reading Room at 12.30pm on
11th, 18th and 25th February.

14

Also, Betchworth Lent lunches will take place at 12 noon on 19th and 26th
February.

10

THE UPPER MOLE GROUP OF CHURCHES LENT QUIET DAY 20th February 2016 10am-3pm
The Ark, Church Lane, Okewood Hill, Surrey RH5 5QT
Led by: Rev’d Sue Weakley
To book a place please contact Sue on:
revsueweakley@btinternet.com, or  07887 888372
Donation of £5 per person to cover costs please.
Bring your own packed lunch. Tea and coffee will be provided.
For further details see the leaflets at the back of the church
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FROM THE REGISTERS

SUDOKUS

BRIDGE

2

South to lead in a ♣
contract. How can
N/S make 5 tricks
against any defence?

First a mild one. Solution on page 37

Funerals, Memorials and Burials
15th December

Burial of Ashes in St Mary’s Churchyard for Denise Osbourne
who died on 15th December 2014 aged 62, of Buckland.

23rd December

Joan Burnett, who died on 10th December 2015 aged 87, of
Flanchford Road, Reigate Heath.

29th December

Michael Ridgway Carr, who died on 14th December 2015 aged
87, of Broome Park Nursing Home, Betchworth.

7th January

Rosemary Elaine Ellis who died on 20th December 2015 aged
88, of Rose Cottage Brockham Green, Betchworth. A Service
of Thanksgiving will be held for Rosemary on 3rd February at
11am in St Michael’s Betchworth.
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May they rest in peace and rise in glory

4

When the Time Comes.... a conver sation about the end of life.
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LENT COURSE 2016

8
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6
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Solution
on p37

7
4

1
8

The meetings will take place on 17th and 24th February at 4pm in Buckland Reading
Room. For those who cannot make those dates a longer meeting on 5th March will
bring together material from both the February dates in one meeting. The March
date will be dependent on interest and at a venue to be agreed. The course will be led
by Helen Burnett, David Eaton and Linda Slater.
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Further information from Linda Slater  844632: david.slater2@tiscali.co.uk
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Advert for a new minister: ‘Wages not high, but retirement benefits out of this
world.’

6

EAST
♠ - 10 6 2
♥K2
♦4
♣-

Can olny srmat poelpe raed
this? No!

And now a trickier one. Solution next month.

This year’s Lent Course will give the opportunity to explore together our feelings
about death and dying from a Christian perspective, to talk about our own
experiences and to look at different ways in which we can be supported.

Outside a New York Convalescent Home there is a sign: ‘For the sick and tired of
the Episcopal Church…’

NORTH
♠ A94
♥A
WEST ♦ ♠K73 ♣32
♥4
♦5
SOUTH
♣4
♠ Q85
♥Q3
♦3
♣-

5
7

7
2

4
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I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod
aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I was
rdanieg. Its the phaonmneal
pweor of the hmuan mind.
Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it
deosn't mttaer in waht oredr the
ltteers in a wrod are, the olny
iprmoatnt tihng is taht the frist
and lsat ltteer be in the rghit
pclae. The rset can be a taotl
mses and you can sitll raed it
wouthit a porbelm. Tihs is
bcuseae the huamn mnid deos
not raed ervey lteter by istlef,
but the wrod as a wlohe.
Amzanig! And I awlyas
tghuhot slpeling was
ipmorantt!

FURTHER TO PATTIE’S OBITUARY
IN THE JANUARY MAGAZINE
CROSSWORD Solution on page 37
ACROSS

1 Success or wealth
(Deuteronomy 28:11)
(10)
7 Forbidden fruit for
Nazirites (Numbers 6:3)
(7)
8 Concede (Job 27:5)
(5)
10 Look at (Psalm
48:13) (4)
11 Much in evidence
after weddings (8)
13 Condense (Job
36:27) (6)
15 Breakwater (6)
17 Give a tan (anag.)
(8)
18 More usually now
called Pentecost, —
Sunday (4)
21 After living for 365
years, it was said of him
that ‘he walked with
God’ (Genesis 5:23–24)
(5)
22 Trampled (Judges 9:27)
(7)
23 For example, Miriam,
Deborah (Exodus 15:20;
Judges 4:4) (10)
DOWN

1 Arrogance (Proverbs
8:13) (5)
2 Roman poet from first
century BC (4)
3 So rapt (anag.) (6)
4 Declare again (2
Corinthians 2:8) (8)
5 Paul’s ‘fellow worker’,

The funeral service for Pattie was held on 18th December in St Michael’s Betchworth
with The Rt. Revd Jonathan Clark presiding. The church was full with family,
friends, members from church congregations, and many from the local community.
The service took the form of a Eucharist, and included music that was particularly
chosen for the occasion, including “Be thou my Vision” by Bob Chilcott, sung by the
combined parish choirs and the anthem “And I saw a New Heaven” by Edgar
Bainton, sung by four Lay Clerks from Guildford Cathedral. A very moving and
personal address was given by Pattie’s son, Rev’d Neil Vigers.
On 17th December a candlelight vigil had been held in Buckland church using much
of the liturgy that Pattie so often used in evening services. Her four children and
grandchildren were all involved in the service paying tribute to someone so much
loved. Pattie was buried in St Mary’s churchyard in the grave of her husband Simon
Vigers, who died on 8th January 1972.
Donations in honour of Pattie are to go towards the work of St Christopher’s
Hospice, c/o Sherlock Funeral Services, Trellis House, 190, South street, Dorking,
Surrey, RH4 2ES.
***********
And a tribute by Ben Ellis:
“I would like to add a few words about Pattie, who in effect saved my life and
brought back to me the faith in God which had somewhat lapsed.

to whom he sent two
epistles (Romans 16:21)
(7)
6 God’s foreseeing care
and protection (Job 10:12)
(10)
9 Traditional form of
Roman Catholic Mass (10)
12 ‘The Lord... has given
the — of Israel to David
and his descendants for
ever’ (2 Chronicles 13:5)
(8)
14 ‘My soul glorifies the
Lord and my spirit rejoices
in God my — ’ (Luke 1:46
–47) (7)
34

16 The central element in
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream,
identified and interpreted
by Daniel (Daniel 2:31) (6)
19 ‘On this rock I will
build my church, and the
gates of — will not
overcome it’ (Matthew
16:18) (5)
20 City where Paul was
under house arrest for two
years (Acts 28:16) (4)

It occurred in hospital three years ago when I had two major operations in quick
succession. When I was told before the second operation that I might die, she came
over to the hospital and blessed me. I shall for ever be thankful for her contribution
at that time in saving me. She later told me that she was most surprised to ever see
me again.
She was indeed a remarkable person.
Thank you, Pattie. May you rest in peace.”

Ben
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
(INTERNATIONAL AND INTERDENOMINATIONAL)
The Women’s World Day of Prayer is an international, ecumenical,
prayer movement that invites women, from a different part of the
world each year, to prepare a worship service through which their
hopes and fears for their country may be brought before the whole
world in prayer. On Friday 4th March an estimated 3 million people in
over 170 countries and islands will gather to observe the day of
prayer, using an order of service written by Christian women in Cuba
and translated into over 60 languages and 1000 dialects. In the British Isles alone
over 6,000 services will be held. The day begins as the sun rises over the island of
Samoa and continues until it sets off the coast of American Samoa, some 35 hours
later.
The theme ‘Receive children. Receive me’ reflects St Mark’s Gospel, chapter 10
verses 13-16, which is the focus of the service and a reminder that everyone is a child
of God and equally worthy of our love and respect.
The Republic of Cuba is the
largest Caribbean island, located
at the entrance of the Gulf of
Mexico and called ‘the Key to
the Gulf’. Politically at odds with
the USA, Cuba suffered greatly
due to the economic embargo
imposed upon it in 1960 but has
found strength within itself to
move on and overcome many of
its problems.

MUSIC IN DORKING
4th at 6.45, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717
4th 11th 18th 25th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Aviva social club, £18-21,  07415
815784
6th at 5.00, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Nicolas, Great Bookham, £12,
 01306 877176
6th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free,  01306 884229
13th at 2.30, Puccini concert screening at Dorking Halls, £16.50,  01306 881717
21st at 3.00, Heath string quartet at Dorking Halls, £20,  01306 740619
The concert season seems a little quieter than usual in February; however there is still
some good music to be enjoyed. We have the first of a series of three concerts by the
Heath string quartet, one of the most exciting young string quartets around and who
have performed widely throughout the UK and Europe to great acclaim. Their series
features all three string quartets of Tchaikovsky and this concert begins with his first
quartet. We know Tchaikovsky better for his orchestral music and his ballets, but his
three string quartets are fine works and this is an excellent opportunity to hear all
three of them. This first concert also features quartets by Mozart and Beethoven.
The remaining two concerts will follow in March.
The Dorking Chamber Orchestra, playing in Great Bookham, has a concert entitled
‘Basically Baroque’ and including music by JS Bach, CPE Bach,
Albinoni, Corelli and Vanhal. J.S. Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto
no.4 is very well known, as is Corelli’s Christmas Concerto, and
the other items will introduce you to further glories of the baroque
period.
At the Dorking Halls there is a live screening from the Royal
Opera House of Verdi’s tragic masterpiece La Traviata, containing
some of his finest music. There is also a screening of a concert
given by the great tenor Jonas Kaufmann in Milan last year. Kaufmann sings the
music of Puccini - some of the greatest and most deeply emotional music in Italian
opera - and also talks about Puccini the man and musician. This concert caused a
sensation in Italy at the time and is now being broadcast more widely; it promises to
be both informative and enjoyable.

This is not a day of prayer just
for women - everyone is
welcome to attend the service
and for further information and
resources, together with details
of the services in your area,
please see the WWDP website:
www.wwdp.org.uk

Watermill Jazz meets every Thursday at the Aviva social club. This month’s
performers are: the Liane Carroll trio (4th), Stan
Sulzmann’s Neon Orchestra (11th), Malija (the
Lockheart/Noble/Hoiby trio) (18th), and the
Gordon Campbell quintet (25th). And finally, this
month’s lunchtime concert at St Martin’s church
is given by Richard Buck’s brass trio.

The Service for the Upper Mole
Group will be in St
Bartholomew’s Leigh at 10.30.
All Welcome.

8
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DORKING U3A
2016 will be a memorable one for Dorking University of the Third Age as we will be
celebrating 25 years in the town. Various events will highlight the occasion,
including afternoon tea at Denbies and an Open Day at the Christian Centre.
The U3A started in France, aimed at people no longer working, whose families had
grown up and were therefore entering their ‘third age’. In Britain the idea was
quickly adopted and groups formed all over the country. The ethos of the U3A is
lifelong learning, where members learn from each other rather than in a formal
classroom setting. Members decide which groups they want and once a leader is
found the group meets on a regular basis to enjoy their chosen activity.
In Dorking there are now 44 groups ranging from archaeology to quilting, bowls to
photography, calligraphy to Latin, and everything in between. Regular days out are
organised, taking members to such diverse attractions as the Jewish Museum, Dennis
Severs merchants house in London, and Finchcocks museum of musical instruments.
Study days are held at the Menuhin Hall in Stoke d’Abernon, and Yehudi Menuhin
and highlights of American History were among the topics discussed in 2015.

WINCHESTER TO CANTERBURY 2016
‘WALKING A PRAYER FOR PEACE’
Are you interested in walking? Do you want to join a travelling Christian
community? The Arundel and Brighton Ecumenical Walking Pilgrimage is making
its way from Winchester to Canterbury following parts of
the St Swithuns and Pilgrims Way. This year we are
offering our pilgrimage as a prayer for the people suffering
the effects of conflict or fleeing persecution. Come and
explore our faith and Christian heritage, as well as the
English countryside and churches we pass through. The
journey will be as important as the destination. We sleep in
church, school or community halls, dine together, walk,
laugh, sing and pray together. We follow footpaths rather
than roads wherever possible. Sat 13th – Sun 28th August
2016. Come and walk with us! Two weeks for under £200.
You need to be over 16 (or accompanied by an adult), able
to
walk an average of 15 miles per day at a moderate pace and make your own way to
Winchester and home from Canterbury. Our luggage is carried by van to each

Also holidays are organised for U3A members. In 2015 a group of 25 members
enjoyed a week in Greece in the spring and another in Northumberland this autumn.
The U3A is open to everyone regardless of age as long as they are no longer working
full-time. You don’t need any qualifications to join – just an interest in meeting new
people and perhaps learning something different. Whatever your interests there will
be something for you. And if there isn’t, why not help to set up a new group?
2016 is a big year for us. For further details www.dorkingu3a.org.uk
Phyllis Hughes, Dorking U3A chairman

BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY CONCERT
Brockham Choral Society will be performing ‘From Sea to Sky’ on Saturday 12th
March 7.30 pm in St Martin’s Church, Dorking. With Amy Bebbington conducting,
the programme will include music by Vaughan-Williams, Parry,
Stanford, Ireland and Assersohn. Tickets £10 purchased in advance,
£12 on the door and £5 under 25s in full-time education. Available
online at www.brockhamchoral.org/tickets or contact Maria
Chadwick c/o Michael Frith 40 South Street, Dorking RH4 1UX
 01306 882728.
32

overnight destination so only a daypack is needed for supplies. Breakfast, packed
lunch and dinner are included in the price, all organised by past pilgrims on a
voluntary basis. Want to know more? Visit www.thepilgrims.org.uk or contact our
bookings secretary – Clare Gamble, 30 Blackberry Lane, Four Marks, GU34 5DF,
 01420 562234.

ORGAN RECITAL AT ST MICHAEL'S

Saturday 21st May 2016 at 4.00 pm - Margaret Phillips
This will be the Second Anniversary Recital on the new Kenneth Tickell Organ
(2014). Regarded as one of Britain’s most outstanding concert organists and
teachers, Margaret Phillips made her début at the Royal Festival Hall and soon
gained an international reputation as a soloist, playing at concert halls and
cathedrals throughout Europe and in the U.S.A., Canada, Australia and Mexico.
Alongside her busy concert career, she has been Professor of Organ at the Royal
College of Music in London since 1996. Tickets will on sale from 1st April 2016.
9

ST MICHAEL’S LENT LUNCHES 2016
Friday Lent Lunches will run from 12-2pm on the dates below. Please put the dates
in your diary! You can pop in any time during this time for a frugal lunch: soup,
bread, etc. A chance to catch up with friends and meet new ones. Donations go
towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call (details earlier in this Magazine).
Many thanks to those who have offered to host these lunches. Please ring the
relevant number, details below, if you need directions or to tell the hostess that you
are coming.
12th February

Hilary Ely

769108

The Hamilton Room

19th February

Sara Smart

242285

Little Santon Farm, Trumpet Hill,
Reigate RH2 8QY

26th February
th

Christine
Pharo-Tomlin

01306
611247

Peverel, Shellwood Road,
Leigh RH2 8NX

11 March

Marion Hallett

844797

West Cottage, Old Road,
Betchworth RH3 7DS

18th March

Eiluned Slot

842010

The Red House, Old Reigate
Road, Betchworth RH3 7DR

Friday 4th March is Women’s World Day of Prayer, and there will be no Lent Lunch
in Betchworth on that day. Please consider supporting Women’s World Day of
Prayer by attending the daytime service – full details of time, place and theme in
Parish Magazines nearer the time.
Linda Slater

ARCHDEACON OF REIGATE TO RETIRE
It has been announced on that the Venerable Danny Kajumba, Archdeacon of
Reigate, is to retire from 23rd February. There will be a chance to say goodbye to
Danny at his Farewell Service on Tuesday 8th March at St Matthew’s, Redhill. The
service will start at 7.30pm and will be followed by a reception.
If you wish to contribute to the farewell collection for Danny, please make cheques
out to ‘South London Church Fund’ and sent to Heather Cassidy, Finance Dept,
Trinity House. Please mark cheques ‘Archdeacon of Reigate’ on the back.
10

DORKING MUSEUM IN FEBRUARY
The Museum recently marked the centenaries of two very different local Great War
casualties, reflecting the impact that the War had across the whole community.
Rifleman Valentine Joe Strudwick has become one of the best known, symbolising
the war’s ‘boy soldiers’. Joe died near Ypres during firing between the lines on 14 th
January 1916, a month before his sixteenth birthday. His grave at Essex Farm
Cemetery is one of the most visited in the WW1 cemeteries, generally surrounded by
wooden crosses and poppies.
Lieutenant Commander Basil Harrison came from a prominent local family. On 30 th
December 1915, his ship HMS Natal blew up when in port at Cromarty. The cause
of the explosion was never fully explained. His brother, Lieutenant Commander
Thomas Harrison, had died a year earlier, torpedoed by a U-boat in the North Sea.
The brothers are commemorated on the Coldharbour Memorial.
Our ‘Dorking 1915’ exhibition has been retained until Easter and ‘Dorking 1916’
will open in autumn. The War Memorials Project is online at
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
Family Activity: Saturday, 20th February, ‘Shops in Dorking’ – Find out how
shopping has changed in Dorking and make a shop in a box. Drop in any time
between 2pm and 3.30pm. Ideal for families with children up to ten.
Dorking Museum: The Old Foundry, 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk, Facebook and Twitter. Tel:  01306 876591

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
January arrived in style with storms from the Atlantic and unusually mild weather,
which confused the plants in our gardens – daffodils in January!! Everywhere was
sodden but life was developing underneath nevertheless.
Over the next few months the Society has arranged talks with some interesting
speakers, who will share their expertise and knowledge in a variety of subjects. Our
first speaker is Angela, who has an avid interest in ‘birds of prey’. Angela is deeply
involved in village life in Brockham and is keen to share her passion and interest in
‘birds of prey’ with us.
The talk will take place on Monday 15th February 2016 at the
Brockham Recreational Hall, Middle Street, Brockham at 7.30pm.
Entrance fee £3. All members and non -members are welcome.
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The Betchworth & Buckland Society

UPPER MOLE GROUP OF CHURCHES QUIET DAY

For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth & Buckland

th

Thursday 11 February

QUIZ & PIE NIGHT
Betchworth Memorial Hall,
Station Road 7.30 prompt
Tickets: members £11; non-members £13
Advance booking essential. Fiona Brindley  841005
Email: betchworthandbucklandevents@gmail.com

BUCKLAND ONE WORLD GROUP

The Upper Mole Group Quiet Day will be on Saturday 20 th February from 10am to
3pm at The Ark, Okewood Hill (Church Lane, RH5 5QT), led by Rev’d Sue
Weakley.
It will be an opportunity for guided reflection in the peace and quiet of The Ark, the
church and surroundings. In the silences there will be time to ponder on the short
talks, spend time outside with God’s creation (weather permitting), use some of the
prayer stations and other resources provided or just ‘do your own (quiet) thing’. As
we use the time of Lent to take stock of our faith and Christian journey in preparation
for the great feast of Easter, it is good to put aside some time for reflection and quiet
time with God.
To book a place, or for further information, please contact Revd Sue Weakley
(revsueweakley@btinternet.com,  07887 888372) or speak to one of the clergy.
We are asking for a £5 contribution towards the cost of the day and you will need to
bring a packed lunch. Tea, coffee and squash will be provided. Anyone from the
Upper Mole Group and associated churches, and friends, are very welcome.

Sierra Leone - before and after Ebola
REIGATE DEANERY QUIET DAY - A BALANCED LIFE
An illustrated talk by Martin and Alison Walshe, who have been living in Sierra
Leone for some years, on Friday 19th February 2016 at 8pm in the Reading Room
Admission free (including tea/coffee): Collection for Money for Madagascar

CANCER RESEARCH COFFEE MORNING
Join Dorking Friends of Cancer Research UK at the first event in their 40th
anniversary year for a Celebration Coffee Morning at Betchworth Park Golf Club
(Reigate Road, Dorking RH4 1NZ) on Wednesday 10th February in support of
Cancer Research UK.

WORK: PRAYER: PLAY
Saturday 19th March 10 am to 4 pm
at Wychcroft, South Park Lane, Bletchingley, RH1 4NE
Leader Bishop Jonathan, Bishop of Croydon
………………………………………………………………………………………….

Ticket price is £20 each which includes morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea.
I would like ….. tickets
Name:
Address:

9.30 – 11.30 for coffee and a Danish and a raffle with fabulous prizes. There will be
local artisan stalls selling handmade gifts and cards. Tickets £10.

Special Dietary requirements:

For tickets email dfcancerresearchuk@btinternet.com or call  842084 or  01306
711688.
June Letheren

Please return with a cheque payable to Reigate Deanery to Chris Elliott, 2 Wray
Lane, Reigate, RH2 0HS
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TOWARDS A DEMENTIA FRIENDLY CHURCH
Saturday 6th February, 9.30am-1pm, Holy Trinity Upper Tooting
For nearly four years Holy Trinity Church has offered a monthly service for those
living with dementia and worked in partnership with the Alzheimer’s Society,
alongside raising awareness of dementia issues within the congregation. This
learning event will offer insights from that experience with practical information and
theological reflection.
Booking: friendlychurch@holytrinityuppertooting.org.uk
on Trinity Rd near Tooting Bec underground station.

Holy Trinity Church is

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING COURSES
There are various safeguarding courses coming up, some for new PSOs,
churchwardens, PtO’s and those leading and helping in children’s and adults’ work
who haven’t previously done diocesan safeguarding training, some for PSOs,
churchwardens, SPAs, Readers, PtO’s and other church officers who have attended
earlier courses. For details contact Christine Daly, Safeguarding Administrator, The
Diocese of Southwark, Trinity House, 4 Chapel Court, Borough High Street, London
SE1 1HW. Email: christine.daly@southwark.anglican.org  020 7939 9476.

SHROVE TUESDAY – PANCAKE DAY – 9TH FEBRUARY
It’s odd, really, that confessing one’s sins to God should ever have involved making
pancakes. And yet the beginning of Lent brings us both – Shrove Tuesday is
Pancake Day, and is followed by Ash Wednesday, and so Lent begins.
In centuries gone by, the pancakes were made to use up the milk and eggs before the
fasting of Lent. More recently, many readers will have childhood memories of the
wonder of watching our mothers break an egg, mix it with milk and flour – and out
of that gooey mess, to produce a light and delicious pancake.
These days more and more of us buy pancake mix, or even ready-made pancakes. It
seems we prefer the certainty of ending up with pancakes - to the risk
of having made nothing BUT a mess of the kitchen.
In many parishes they used to hold pancake races on the day. Why
anyone would want to run around a field while holding a pancake is not clear, but in
Olney, Bucks, they have held a pancake race almost every year since 1445.
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CHRISTINGLE SERVICES / CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
On behalf of the Children’s Society, I would like to thank
everyone who attended the Christmas Services, Christingle
assemblies at North Downs Primary School, and collected for
the Children’s Society in the little candle boxes.
Christingle services are one of the main fundraising events for the Society, providing
vital funds to support young people and families in difficult situations. In cases of
family break-up through work changes, illness and depression, the Children’s Society
can assist, by providing a mentor that the young person can take their problems to.
They also provide help for non-English speaking families coming to this country, and
for children being bullied at school.
Your support has raised: from North Downs Primary School £312.84p, from St.
Michael’s Christingle service £127.87, Crib and other services £300.00, and St
Mary’s services £335.00: an amazing total of £1075.71p. Thank you.
Margaret Miller, Children’s Society Co-ordinator for Buckland and Betchworth

CAROL SINGING ROUND THE VILLAGE
On Monday 21st December some 15 singers (which for this purpose shall be deemed
to include Trevor Cooke, even though I was told that a restraining
order (ASBO) preventing him singing had been made against him)
met and sang carols on the Green (Team A) and Dungates Lane and
other houses in that area (Team B), before (both Teams) heading
down Rectory Lane, receiving some welcome sustenance from Chas
and Debbie Jones on the way, and ending up singing to John and
Anne Lewis and their guests and receiving even more sustenance
there. We were lucky that the rain during the day had moved on and
we had a dry evening.
A total of £240 was raised on the evening in question, more than last year. This has
been divided equally between Farm Africa (for details see the December magazine,
page 14) and the Children’s Society (see above). A very worthwhile village activity,
and we have received very nice thank-you letters from Farm Africa and the
Children’s Society.
Many thanks to all those who sang, provided the refreshments and donated to our
designated charities. And many thanks to Jean Cooke for persuading so many people
to join the regular carol-singers.
Richard Wheen
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THANK YOU
On Sunday January 10th at the Iona Service we sang these words:
I will share your joy and sorrow
Till we’ve seen this journey through……

♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB ♦ ♣
Recent winners are as follows:
7th Jan:
N/S: Diana & David Watson
E/W: Keith & Cilla Willey
14th Jan: N/S: Ann Donneky & John Mitchell
E/W: Elisa Davey & Betty Coxhill
21st Jan: N/S: Chris Greenacre & Richard Wheen
E/W: Edwina Askew & Anne Snell

The depth of support I felt from both parishes over the death of my mother and
during her funeral was quite extraordinary. The sheer power of the love both
implicit and explicit from the benefice was such a support to me during those
difficult days and I wanted to make a public affirmation of what the two
congregations have and how precious that is.

Please do not park in front of the village shop or block access to Dungates Lane or to
houses in Old Road.
Richard Wheen

Cards and emails flooded in, not from people I particularly socialise with. The
friendship formed out of shared worship is of a different nature and quality to that
forged elsewhere, it is a true sharing of life in Christ. Trying to fathom out how that
works without becoming overly pious is hard to do. I certainly feel that prayer is a
part of that; I find it hard to articulate what prayer is about, I certainly wouldn’t
subscribe to prayer as a ‘wish list for God’ but I know I pray for those in trouble and
I know that in my troubles I was strengthened by your prayers.

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Operating within a community where everyone knows what you are going through
even though it may not be spoken about feels safe, nothing has to be explained, the
death and bereavement just ‘is’ and that knowledge makes one feel cared for without
a word being said.

Congratulations to all concerned. We play duplicate bridge in the
Reading Room each Thursday and start at 2.15 sharp, so please arrive somewhat
earlier. For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland.

After a busy year celebrating the
centenary of the National Federation of
Women’s Institutes, we ended 2015 by
planting a commemorative
Red Windsor apple tree on
Betchworth Village Green,
by invitation of the Parish
Council. The AGM, at
which the committee were
re-elected nem con, was
followed by a successful
bring and buy sale with
many a bargain snapped up. Beautifully
decorated tables and a colourful buffet
ensured that our Christmas celebrations
went with a swing, as did the arms of the
local church handbell ringers who kindly
provided us with beautiful festive music
and persuaded members to have a go. It
was a memorable evening, touched both
with joy and sadness as we paid tribute to
our dear friend Gordon Hill, so strong a

supporter of WI activities in the village
and who with Rhona hosted our annual
barbecue for many years.
We look forward to a
varied programme of events
in 2016 and thoroughly
enjoyed a fish and chip
supper to mark the New
Year. The next meeting is
on Thursday 4th February,
7.45 pm at the Hamilton
Room with speaker Alison Hoyland’s
fashion talk “Never Judge a Book by its
cover”.
Craft afternoons resume on 11th
February, also at the Hamilton
Room. Visitors are always welcome.

Our Lent Course, as detailed by David in his letter, will be an opportunity to discuss
our own and the church’s attitude to death and dying. I certainly feel that our two
congregations have a lot to offer this topic and have lived out the gospel in their care
for me, for Rhona, for Pattie’s family and for each other in the past two months.
I can only observe with sadness that those who live without, rather than within, a
strong faith community are the poorer for it when it comes to bereavement.

We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.

(Hymn 604 Ancient and Modern)

So thank you to all who supported me and the family before during and after the
events surrounding my mother’s death. We were touched by every single gesture
and word you offered.
Helen Burnett, Steve, Samuel, Frederick, Roland and Alfred Carter

Pam Patch
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THE BISHOP OF SOUTHWARK’S LENT CALL 2016
The theme for the Bishop’s appeal to his Diocese for this year’s Lent giving is
‘Caring for the Whole Person’. He has selected existing charities from the Diocese
itself, from Zimbabwe which has four Anglican Dioceses, all supported by
Southwark Diocese, and from the Holy land.
Within the Diocese we are asked to support three centres working with the
disadvantaged, mentally handicapped and the marginalised in society, which
includes refugees and asylum seekers.
In the Holy land the Bishop has selected an Episcopal School in Ramallah and the
Vocational Technological and training centre attached to it. It is an important part of
the philosophy of the school that children from both Muslim and Christian
communities are educated together, as are boys and girls. There are three classes a
week on Christianity and Islam and all students attend assembly together to build
understanding and links across the communities. The Bishop has picked out two
hospitals, one in Nablus and one in the Gaza strip. Both are in need of financial aid,
and the one in the Gaza strip, the only hospital there for rehabilitation for those with
disabilities, has been bombed and needs to be rebuilt.
In Zimbabwe pursuing the ideal that caring for the whole person includes education
and healthcare but also employment, the diocese will support education and
healthcare, farming and capacity building, as well as supporting the building of new
churches and rectories.
Details of these projects will be displayed in Buckland and Betchworth churches.
Please help both churches in their efforts to raise funds for the projects by coming to
the lent Lunches in both parishes which will dedicate their collections to the Bishop’s
appeal. Lent lunches are a friendly gathering to share a frugal lunch together and
meet up with old friends and new.

BUCKLAND LENT LUNCHES 2016
Easter is early this year so our Lent Lunches, of homemade soup, roll and butter
with coffee or tea, will start on Thursday the 11th February at 12.30pm. in the
Buckland Reading Room. We do not charge for these lunches but we ask for a
donation which goes towards the Bishop’s Lent Call (see above). Pattie started these
lunches many years ago and Liz and Carol would like to carry on the tradition. We
look forward to seeing you on 11th February. The dates for the lunches will be 11th,
18th & 25th Feb; and 3rd, 10th & 17th March. All in the Buckland Reading Room
at 12.30pm.
14

************
After ten years and seven months in the job, the Revd Dr Gary Bowness (author of
the “Uncle Eustace” letters) has reluctantly decided that it is time for Uncle Eustace
to‘bow out’. We thank Gary for all the pleasure the letters of Uncle Eustace have
provided for us down the years. For anyone who would like a ‘souvenir’ of Uncle
Eustace, you can purchase a copy of the published booklet of Uncle Eustace’s letters.
Please email enquiries@parishpump.co.uk

MESSY CHRISTINGLE SERVICE ST MICHAEL’S DEC 2015
Once a year, it’s time to celebrate Christingle, and a collection of household objects
becomes the focus for our understanding of Christmas, and so it was – Carol, Helen
and the Music Group celebrated this lovely tradition, with a group of happy children
who had brought their parents to church to learn, once again, the magic of the
orange, the ribbon and the candle. It is believed that the first Christingle service was
held in the village of Marienborn, midway between Hanover and Berlin, at Christmas
1747. Children at the first Christingle were encouraged to place their lighted candle
in their bedroom windows, as a symbol of Jesus’ light shining out.
Christingles were clearly popular, but took over 200 years to reach the UK. In the
Church of England, the West Midlands branch of the Children’s Society held one of
the first known Christingle services, at Lincoln Cathedral in 1968. Up to 1,500
attended this first service, and the Children’s Society has supported and encouraged
Christingles ever since. Today, there are Christingle services throughout the country,
and over a million pounds was raised in 2014.
St Michael’s also contributed generously to the Children’s Society, but not before
our young choristers had beautifully sung Away in a Manger and Little Donkey. The
crib, a few metres away at the altar, presented not just a Donkey and a Manger, but
also the finely dressed magi worshipping a small baby, born into poverty. This must
have been quite breathtaking! Even these wealthy mystics were not above
worshipping God’s Son, reminding us that Jesus subverts our tradition and our
hierarchy. Christingle - not just a pretty symbol, but a reminder of a God whom even
kings worship.
Tom Briscombe
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FAREWELL FROM UNCLE EUSTACE
The Rectory, St. James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

CHRISTMAS THANKS - 2015

And so, at the beginning of the New Year, you finally go to your own first parish and
I, after 50 years of ordained ministry, am to move to a home for retired clergy. Let
me give you some final words of advice.
Curates, you will have noticed, are forgiven everything. I hope you have appreciated
this period of grace, because shortly all that will change. You will then become
responsible for everything that goes wrong in your church. You must be able to
mend leaking taps, arrange flowers, mow the churchyard and run jumble sales. You
will be expected to know the moment someone falls ill – preferably the day before.
In addition, they will expect you to preach profound sermons in six minutes that will
stir their souls but not upset them, and to lead a life of prayerful solitude while being
the life and soul of the parish. From the day your predecessor left, he will have
turned into a saint. Y ou will be their new disappointment. Be assured that whatever
you do, you will always disappoint someone. Sometimes you will manage to upset
everyone.

Be prepared for phone calls at 3am telling you that someone has left a light on in
church, and shouldn’t you go and turn it off. You will be asked about car parking
arrangements for the October Harvest Service by mid-January, while hymns for the
nine Lessons and Carols will be required by early summer. I suggest you buy in
extra pullovers, overcoats and scarves for life in your vicarage. A good number of
mousetraps may well come in useful too.
Welcome to your new life of an incumbent.
I, on the other hand, greatly relish the thought of no longer having to care about any
parishioners. Instead, I shall become one myself – and am already planning my
revenge. In fact, this afternoon, inspired by a large glass of sherry, I have begun a
list of things I can complain about. The church is too cold, I don’t know any of the
hymns, the vicar can’t preach, he never visits, and things are generally not as good as
they used to be. True, I haven’t actually chosen my new church yet, but no matter, I
will voice all these complaints when I get there.
Of course, I will not be in church on Sunday mornings if it is raining, or on Sunday
evenings if something good is on the television. Most of all, I look forward to sitting
as far back in church as is possible, and starting a campaign to stop ‘passing the
peace’.
Continued on next page
My new life as a parishioner will be richly rewarding. 50 years after ordination, I can
hardly wait.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
26

I know we are now in the month of February but I would like to say, on behalf of us
all at St. Mary’s, a big THANK YOU to everyone who made the Church look so
beautiful with the flower arrangements and the choir for giving us such a wonderful
Candlelight service. The singing was really magical. Also thank you to our Rector
Carol and to Revd. David Eaton for being there for us all. I would also like to thank
David Hogg of Buckland Nurseries for again giving us a lovely Christmas Tree. It
made it extra special this year putting up Pattie’s home made Christmas decorations.

CAN YOU HELP PLEASE?
One of Pattie’s many jobs was to open and close the Church on certain mornings and
evenings. At the moment we have a small band of helpers, some living outside
Buckland, doing this job but we would like to add another couple of names to the list
to help when we have other commitments. If you would be interested please phone
Churchwarden Liz Vahey on  221444 or Carol Leeds on  247399.

CALLING ALL LOCAL ARTISTS
During the August Bank Holiday weekend 27-29th inclusive we are staging another
Flower & Art Festival at St. Mary the Virgin and Buckland Reading Room, Old
Road. I am heading up the Art Show/Sale and paintings will be received at the
Reading Room on Friday afternoon (26th): more exact details will follow in due
course. It would be handy in advance to know who is interested in participating. My
phone number is  247399 or email everett@leeds-family.co.uk
Everett Leeds

 Having been asked if it was a sin for an average family to own three cars, a
minister replied, “It would depend where they were parked on a Sunday
morning.”

 The active wife of a young American curate decided that they should stop calling
their toilet the ‘John’ and instead they would call it the ‘Jim.’ She said it would
make her feel much better if she could say, “I go to the Jim, first thing every
day.”
15

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
On 17th December 2015, 24 ‘regulars’
and a few new faces sat down to a
Turkey lunch with all the trimmings
in the Buckland Reading Room.
However, the air was tinged with
sadness remembering the loss of Rev
Pattie Vigers and Gordon Hill (of
Betchworth). We had a few minutes’
silence and Rector Carol said a prayer.

LEITH HILL PLACE
Time is speeding by and it is now not
long until Leith Hill Place opens for the
new season on 4th March.
Although the house has been
shut for many weeks, work has
not stopped. We have a group
of dedicated and talented DIY
volunteers who give up their
time and expertise to help
bring the house back to life
again.

Pattie and Elizabeth Gaunt started the
‘winter lunches’, we think, about 13
years ago and all of us who come to the
lunches have a lot of laughs and natter
and it is a good way of meeting up with
old and new friends. The lunches are a
wonderful legacy of a dear friend.

Over the winter their most
important job has been making
our new museum room ready.
This will house several exhibits with a
Ralph Vaughan Williams connection,
including the study piano on which he
composed several of his best known
pieces. We are very excited to have this
in the house where RVW grew up and
hope that it will be of particular interest
to our visitors.

Thank you to Liz for cooking the
turkey, Margaret Miller for vegetables,
John for doing the tea and coffee and all
the waitresses/waiters.
The Christmas Lunch for 2016 will be
on 15th December. Put a note in your
diary.

Mothering Sunday and Easter. On
Sunday 6th March, mums and grandmas
accompanied by their children can get in
to the house free (up to two free entries
for a family group). What better
way to celebrate the day than
with a cream tea at Leith Hill
Place? Dogs on leads are
welcome. No booking
required.
The Easter bank holiday
weekend (25th to 28th March
inclusive) will feature a musical
Easter trail in the garden from
11am to 4pm, with an Easter
egg prize for every child. £3 per trail;
normal admission charges apply if you
wish to enter the house and access further
facilities. No booking required. Your
four-legged friend can come too, as long
as Rover stays on the lead and doesn’t eat
the eggs!

We look forward to welcoming you to
As well as conservation work, we have
Leith Hill Place.
been organising concerts, both formal and
informal (more information on our
website), as well as special days for

THE FRIENDS OF ST. Mary’s
If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would like
to do so, or would like more information, please see
the literature in the church or contact one of the
officers (eg Richard Wheen, Secretary,  842082,
rwheen@hotmail.com). The annual subscription is £15
for one person, £30 for a household.
The object of the Friends is to help maintain the fabric
and structure of St. Mary’s, an important focal point at the centre of Buckland and a
listed building with 1,000 years of history.
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flinching, frantically flagged his flunkies to set forth the finest fatling and fix a feast.
The fugitive’s fault-finding frater, faithfully farming his father’s fields for free,
frowned at this fickle forgiveness of formal falderal. His fury flashed, but fussing
was futile.
His foresighted father figured, “Such filial fidelity is fine, but what forbids fervent
festivities? The fugitive is found! Unfurl the flags! With fanfare flaring, let fun,
frolic and frivolity flow freely. Former failures are forgotten and folly forsaken.
Forgiveness forms a firm foundation for future fortitude.” (Phew!)

25

FEBRUARY GARDEN NOTES
Although much in the garden is still dormant, the onset of lighter and longer days
heralds the start of a new gardening season.
When the weather is kind enough, there is plenty to check over and prepare in the
garden:
 Trim off any loose foliage from shrubs and perennials
which have died back or been damaged during the winter.
 If frost is not due, try to give lawns an early cut. The
warm autumn weather encouraged grass to keep growing
well into December and January, so a trim will give a
welcome tidy-up. Moss is already in evidence; an
application of lawn sand with ferrous sulphate will keep it at bay.
 Re-define lawn edges with a half-moon tool. This will may a huge difference to
the overall appearance of your garden, and it’s often a job which is neglected later
in the season when there are plenty of other priorities.
 Check fences and gates. If they have worked loose, it’s best to repair them now
to stop the wobbles rather than suffer the indignity and expense of major repairs
during a future storm.
 Clear out gutters and gulleys which may have become blocked by winter debris.
 Clean greenhouses inside and out: remember to open doors and vents as regularly
as possible to freshen the air and prevent a build-up of moisture.
 Plan now which seeds and plants you may want for the growing season ahead –
it’s not far away!
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries

A MODERN (?) PARABLE
Feeling footloose, fancy-free and frisky, this feather-brained fellow finagled his fond
father into forking over his fortune. Forthwith, he fled for foreign fields and frittered
his farthings, feasting fabulously with fair-weathered friends.
Finally, facing famine and fleeced by his fellows in folly, he found a feed flinger in a
filthy farmlot. He fain would have filled his frame with foraged food from the
fodder fragments. “Fooey! My father’s flunkies fare far fancier,” the frazzled
fugitive fumed feverishly, frankly facing fact.

THE MAGAZINE
A note requesting your annual contribution to the cost of the Magazine is enclosed,
along with an envelope for those who pay tax, so that tax may be reclaimed on your
contribution at no cost to you. Many of you are fantastic and make a point of giving
in your contribution promptly, and thank you. Your efforts are admired and
appreciated. The enclosed (blue) note explains how you can make your contribution.
The suggested minimum contribution is £8 per household, the same as for the last six
years. We hope you will agree that this represents exceptionally good value.
While on the subject I would like to thank, on your behalf and mine, the gallant souls
who, come rain come shine, get your magazine to you and who also undertake the
thankless task of calling on you and asking for your money - much the worst part of
the job. In case you do not know who your distributor is, here is a list (an asterisk
indicates a change since last year):
Tranquil Dale, Police Houses
Broome Perrow Cottage, and other houses in lane
Buckland Green, Slough Lane *
South End Rectory Lane (Grange Lodge to Petty’s Farm & Barn)
North end Rectory Lane *
Wildecroft area
Old Road: shops (and attached houses) to Broome Perrow *
Old Road: The Old Way House to Cloonagh *
Rest of Old Road *
Dungates Lane (including Buckland Court Gardens)
Houses between Park Pit and A25
Lawrence Lane
Normanton, Shagbrook and Buckland Corner *
Cliftons Lane
Jolly Farmers to Garden Cottages; other houses North of A25

If you do not at present receive a copy of the Magazine but would like one delivered
to your door, or posted to you, please contact the Editor ( 842082). If you would
like to advertise, please contact Karen Munroe ( 845298). And if you have village
news of interest, or a story to tell, please send it to the Editor.
Further note to magazine distributors. If any of you would like to take over
responsibility for organising deliveries by hand (eg when a deliverer moves away)
and/or by post, please let me know.
Richard Wheen

Frustrated from failure and filled with forebodings, he fled for his family. Falling
at his father’s feet, he floundered forlornly. “Father, I have flunked and fruitlessly
forfeited further family favours.” But the faithful father, forestalling further
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Help to improve the state of the highways ……..
The recent wet weather has accelerated the expansion of potholes and rate of surface
deterioration on our local roads. Neither our District nor our County Council have
sufficient resource to undertake routine inspections as they did in the past. Today,
they rely upon feedback from Surrey’s residents and businesses to highlight problems
and their increasingly limited resources have to be directed to address those concerns
that have been reported. Put simply, if there is a problem and it goes unreported it is
unlikely to be dealt with very quickly.

There is something quite poignant about this
picture. It certainly resonates with me, not just that
I have lived with my namesake ‘Major Tom’ for
many years, but also, in collaboration with others
through the playing of Space Oddity.

So if you spot a pothole, a blocked gully, drainage problems
(e.g. standing water), damaged ironwork (e.g. manhole cover)
obscured or defective traffic signs or a section of damaged road
surface please submit a report to Surrey Highways. Any
problems relating to street cleaning, fly tipping, litter, abandoned
vehicles, dead animals or issues with the maintenance of verges
should be reported to MVDC.
If you are submitting a report of a pothole you can submit a
photograph. If you are able (safely) to measure the depth of the
pothole at 40mm or more, please state this as this threshold will trigger a quicker
response from Surrey Highways.
If you have internet access visit www.surreycc.gov.uk or www.molevalley.gov.uk,
click the “Report It” tab and select an appropriate option to enable you make your
report. If you do not have access to the internet or prefer to use a telephone, call the
Surrey Highways Team on  0300 200 1003, or MVDC on  01306 885001.
If you submit an enquiry on line you will be offered an email confirmation; if you
call, please make a note of any reference number you are provided with together with
the data and time of your call. If you are dissatisfied with the response you receive
share your experience with one of your Councillors or the Clerk. We have regular
contact with MVDC and Surrey Highways and can follow through any unresolved
issues.
If you still need to be persuaded to give some of your time to support this effort let
me share a recent example: a section of the footpath alongside the A25 and opposite
the Shell garage was recently covered with a thick layer of mud up to four inches
deep. In direct response to specific reports, Surrey Highways cleared the mud and
MVDC arranged for a sweeper to complete the task – thank you to all those involved.
Sheena Boyce , bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk

People around the world were saddened by the
news that music legend David Bowie had died of
cancer. There have been many tributes from many sources centering on his music
and how it has helped us to grapple with the mysteries of life, love and joy. It is
interesting how Ziggy Stardust, his fifth studio album, ends with death as a
consequence of fame, yet Lazarus, his last and recently released album, is different.
The song’s theme is death and dying, a reminder that we are not immortal, yet Bowie
is wanting to cross the threshold, he begins “Look up here I’m in heaven”…” I’m so
high it makes my brain whirl”. He is reaching out for life on the very threshold of
death. Perhaps, like Lazarus in the Gospel of John, he sees himself dying in the
prime of his life, and yet, through Jesus he can be set ‘free’ - surely not just a
reminder of the fragility of life, but an opportunity for us all to think afresh about
mortality: about the reality of death, the struggle and the joy and the resurrection of
Jesus. Bowie’s religious convictions and faith will go with him, but those Christians
amongst us will be heartened to learn from Anna Doble at Newsbeat that Bowie’s
Twitter account had been making connections right up to his death – he followed
several news outlets, journalist and in particular the popular W ord of God account. –
REST IN PEACE.
Tom Briscombe

LIFE’S BLESSINGS
Before you say an unkind word, think of
those people who can’t speak.
Before you complain about the taste of
your food, think of those who have very
little to eat.
Before you complain about the person
you live with, think of someone who’s
crying out to God for a companion.
Before you complain about your
struggles in life, think of those who may
have died much younger than you are.

18

Before whining about the distance you
drive, think of those who have no choice
but to walk long distances.
When you complain about your work,
think of people unemployed or disabled,
who would love to work.
And, when depressing thoughts seem to
get you down, put a smile on your face
and remember God loves you, you’re
alive and you are here for a very good
reason.
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ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN
2pm – 4pm on the 4th Wednesday of each month at The Hamilton Room,
Church Street, Betchworth

Historical facts about Saint Brigid (1st February) (d.c. 525) may be
scarce, but her ‘Lives’, written from the 7th century, tell many anecdotes
and miracles which over the centuries have become deeply rooted in
Irish folklore. Brigid came from a village near Kildare, of parents of
humble origin, and is said to have been baptised by Patrick and become
a nun at an early age. She is credited with founding the monastery of
Kildare, a powerful influence for Christianity in Ireland.
The miracles attributed to Brigid show her to have been a woman of great
compassion and generosity. There are stories of how she could multiply food,
especially butter, for the poor. Other stories tell of her changing her bath-water to
beer, in order to satisfy the thirst of unexpected visitors. Even her cows gave milk
three times the same day, to enable visiting bishops to have enough to drink.
In England, at least nineteen ancient churches were dedicated to her (the most famous
being St Bride’s, Fleet Street). St Brigid is patron of poets, blacksmiths, and healers.
She is usually depicted with a cow lying at her feet, which recalls her phase as a nuncowgirl.
A legend tells that St Brigid struck a deal with St Patrick to allow women to propose
to men every four years. The arrangement was meant to ‘balance’ the traditional
roles of men and women in a similar way to how Leap Day balances our calendar.

The St Michael’s Drop-In has now been running for almost four years, providing a
social meeting place for anyone in the villages on the appropriate afternoon. We
provide tea, biscuits and cake, and a welcoming venue to
meet new friends and catch up with many of the busy people
in the village. We have a growing connection with Broome
Park and have welcomed many residents and their family
members, brought by minibus or able to join us after the
gentle walk down the School path. We welcome all ages and
have a few items to amuse the young, and not so young. Visitors have come from far
and wide, visiting the Church to look for memorials, visiting the village where
relations have lived and just dropping in while passing through the village.
Thanks to donations we have been able to support local and national charities,
including WaterAid – with an Aquabox – Alzheimers Society, Redhill Night Shelter
and Day Centre, and Sebastian’s Trust who support the families of terminally sick
children, among others.
I would also like to thank the helpers who enable this to take place, Anne, June,
Linda, Carol, Liz, Brenda and Barbara who has been our prime cake baker for the
past three years. We also have Gordon and John who provide transport for those
who require lifts. Our next few dates are 24th February, 23rd March, 27th April and
25th May.
All are welcome to come at any time during the afternoon. If you would like
transport, please contact Margaret Miller on  842098.
Come when you can and go when you must. A welcome awaits you.

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO
The Rector, Revd M.M. Barlow, reports on the “Anglican-Methodist conversations”
which have been taking place regarding the unification of the two churches. The
joint Commission “is faced with a formidable undertaking. Anglicans will require …
legal clarifications about the relation between church and state… and all will want to
study the revised form of the Service of Reconciliation”. So don’t hold your breath.
The accompanying Southwark Diocesan leaflet contains the tip: “Short of space in
your wardrobe? Screw four small hooks (the round-end variety) into a coat hanger
and thread fine cord through the holes in the hooks, tying securely at each end. By
using small spring clothes pegs, it is possible to store petticoats, skirts etc., under
dresses or coats, thus saving valuable space.”
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Margaret Miller

A churchwarden went to the Police Station wishing to see the burglar who had
slipped in and out of the church during evensong. "You'll get your chance in court,"
said the Desk Sergeant.
“I don’t want revenge,” said the man. “I want to know how he got out of the service
early without the vicar noticing. I’ve been trying to do that for years!”
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Children’s page
NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL
children in Need, Macmillan Cancer
Support and Save the Children, who had
a particular focus on supporting
families at Christmas time.

As the term progresses the
children will be learning about
the Chinese New Year of the
Monkey as well as looking
forward to Easter with all the
usual Easter activities.
Jane Douglass, Headteacher
North Downs Primary School

At North Downs we believe it is
important for our children to gain an
appreciation of the lives of children
who are not so fortunate. The
members of our school council have
already been very active in their
fundraising this school year and so far
have raised a total of £673.21 for

The newly refurbished

BUCKLAND
READING ROOM
IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
PARTIES, EVENTS, MEETINGS, AND CLUBS
£30 per session
(concessionary rates for regular hirers)
Booking enquiries contact Doreen Dart,  842670
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HYMNS
When you come to church you hear
hymns. Hymns are songs of praise to
God. Some are very old and some, like
the ones you may sing at school, are
new.
Have you ever wondered who wrote the
hymns we sing? For example, one hymn
writer was Mrs Cecil Frances
Alexander, the wife of the Bishop of
Londonderry. She wrote a book called
‘Hymns for Little Children’ which was
dedicated to her godchildren. The book
was published in 1848 and contained
hymns that we know well today; ‘All
Things Bright and Beautiful’, ‘Once in
Royal David’s City’ and ‘There is a Green
Hill Far Away’.
It is said that she wrote the last hymn
because of the view from the Bishop’s
palace. The house looked out over the
city walls to the green hills in the
distance. So the words we sing today
come from the view that Mrs
Alexander had from her window.

HYMN TITLES

All the following hymn titles have some
words missing – can you fill in the
blanks. All the hymns are from Mission
Praise and the answers are below.
While ____ watched
Lead us, ____ ____, lead us.
Didn’t your teacher say
your singing was heavenly?
Well, she did say it was like
nothing on earth.

Away in a ____
Forty days and ____ ____
Hark! The ____ ____ sing
____ has broken
____ night, ____ night
There is a ____ ____ far away
We plough the ____ and scatter
Amazing _____

Maze:
start at
central
arrow
and
finish
at other
one.

Answers: 1 . While shepherds watched
2.Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 3.Away
in a manger 4.Forty days and forty nights
5.Hark, the herald angels sing 6.Morning has
broken 7.Silent night, holy night 8.There is
a green hill far away 9.We plough the fields
and scatter 10.Amazing Grace.

February marks the midpoint of the
school year and heralds the start of
lighter mornings and evenings. School
days are now much extended with some
children starting at a Breakfast club at
8.00 a.m. as well as attending
after school care ‘Moles Club’
until 6.00 p.m. This results in
those children starting and
ending school whilst it is still
dark so February offers a
welcome return to longer hours
of daylight. In addition, many
of our children attend a variety of
after-school clubs that usually extend
their school day by an extra hour or so.
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