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January 2016: Issue No. 1078
Contributions for the Febr uar y 2016 issue must be with the Editor
by Sunday 17th January, please. No acknowledgement of items for the
magazine will be sent (unless submitted by email).

17 Jan

Editorial The editor r eser ves the r ight to shor ten or omit ar ticles
submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the
following month. Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and
are not necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Information This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church, Buckland and
contains personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to
readers of the magazine. In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the
magazine, such persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church's
website www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net. Please let the editor know if any of the
information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs
to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the
magazine. Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on
the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor.

HISTORICAL NOTES
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. It straddles the
A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway. The parish registers date back to 1560,
and the first recorded vicar to 1308. The present church is thought to have been built
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860. The church has six bells, still
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire. Some of the windows date from the
14th and 15th centuries. The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from
an enemy bomb in 1941. The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600
separate pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in
newspaper. The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the lightbox at the West end of the church.

Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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Date
3rd January

10th January

Flowers Reader/L esson
Jean

31st January

8
9.30

Liz Vahey
Philip Haynes
Caroline Gale, Sue
Haynes & Simon Thomas

Cooke

Rosey Davy
Act 8. 14-17

9.30

Rosey Davy
Janice Pearce, Pat Evans
& Keith Billington

1 Corinthians
12. 1-11

8

David/Sally Sayce

Jill

9.30

Pat Evans
Sue & Philip
Haynes, Rosey Davy

8
5pm

Caroline Gale
Carol Leeds

17th January
24th January

Philip Haynes
Ephesians 3. 1-12

Sidesman/Procession

Stammers Pat Evans
1 Corinthians
12. 12-31a
Ann
Adams

1 Corinthians 13
Malachi 3. 1-5

The names and email addresses of the Editors of the other Parish Magazines of the
Upper Mole Valley Group of Churches are as follows:





Betchworth, various, betchworthmag@hotmail.com
Brockham, Jane Gardner (Jcgardner30@gmail.com); Jane Walbanke
(Jane.walbancke@btinternet.com)
Charlwood/Sidlow, Paul Weakley, (paul@atenorsworth.co.uk)
Leigh, Robert Stephenson, (stephenson.leigh@btopenworld.com)

A psychiatrist was training some young clergy who were interested in doing
counselling. Deciding to test them, she asked: “How would you diagnose someone
who visits your church, walks back and forth, screaming at the top of his lungs one
minute, and then collapsing in a pew to weep uncontrollably the next?” A young
man at the back of the room raised his hand and ventured: “a football coach?”

**********
A curate took his old car to the garage for an oil change. After the mechanic had
briefly inspected under the bonnet he turned to the customer: “If I were you, vicar,
I’d keep the oil and change the car.”
34

Dear Everyone,
In the weeks before Christmas we have had to cope with great shock at the loss of
loved ones that have meant so much to many of us in our village and church life. The
deaths of Gordon Hill, a past treasurer of St Michaels and a faithful member of both
our congregations, and our beloved Pattie have left a big hole in our community. Yet
we give thanks for their lives, their witness to the Gospel, the love they showed, and
the legacy they have left with us all in our continued journeys. Pattie has served
these communities for over 50 years and the last 16 as a priest working alongside
past incumbents of both parishes, and also taking responsibility in the interregnums.
She worked tirelessly with an innate sense of all things spiritual, and for me over the
last eight years she has been a confidante as we have closely shared ministerial life
together. Her faith and unassuming nature will remain a shining light in many
people’s lives.
It is therefore fitting that in this edition of the magazines we pay tribute to Pattie. I
would like to share with you a New Year message from her.
“If you are thought to be “a bit religious” or even (perish
the thought) very religious, you have probably received
several “Three Kings” Christmas Cards. They may be
drawn in a mannered way, much too tall, angular, and
even a little jaunty. Yes? This archness is a safeguard
against anyone feeling embarrassed - much safer than a
picture of Mother and Child, which could be treading on
sensitive religious or artistic toes. They are usually a
halfway house between the sacred and the secular.
If you have sent any of these cards, of course the above
does not apply!
We don’t know if they were kings. They were Wise Men.
We don’t know if there were three of them. We suppose
that because of their gifts. They were not named in the
gospel.
If you should come into church after 6th January, you may think that we have
forgotten to put away the crib. No. The Crib is not part of the decorations. It is
waiting for the arrival of the wise men, twelve days after Christmas.
3

They had a long journey, and -

SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON PREVIOUS PAGES

‘A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of the year
For a journey.’ (T.S. Eliot)

Last month’s harder SUDOKU

This month’s easier SUDOKU

Their arrival is called the Epiphany, the Greek for ‘manifestation’. The Epiphany
season goes on until the end of the month. The Wise Men were the first Gentiles to
meet Jesus. His coming into the world for ALL people.
It seems now that Christmas begins in September and ends abruptly after lunch on
25th December. Don’t let us hurry our lives away. Let us savour each day, which has
never been before and never will be again.
All good wishes for the New Year, every single day of it.” Pattie
Pattie also wrote a postscript and said that after writing the above she received a
simply beautiful card of the ‘Three Kings’!
With Prayers and Blessing for you all this New Year.

Carol
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BRIDGE

One of the best feelings in the
world is knowing that our
presence, and our absence,
both mean something positive
to somebody.
Cherish your yesterdays,
dream your tomorrows, but
live your todays.
Church is not a shrine for
saints, it’s more like a
hospital for sinners.
We should ask ourselves
occasionally – is our life
shedding a light or casting a
shadow?
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The difficulty with this hand is that North has only one ♦ to lead for finessing
purposes. West, however, can be “persuaded” to do our work for us, but only if
South plays ♥K to the first trick and North overtakes with ♥A. The
Diamond finesse is then taken, South beating East’s card as cheaply as
possible, and West is thrown in with his remaining ♥ and has to lead a ♦.
This trick is again won as cheaply as possible by South, whose remaining
diamonds are good for the last two tricks.

Note that North’s ♣ honours are of no help. If clubs are led East will immediately
cash his two black suit winners (♠2 and ♣A).

CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1, Godlessness. 9, Egotism. 10, After. 11, Eat. 13, Sort.
16, Plan. 17, Escape. 18, Odds. 20, Idem. 21, No fear. 22, Idle.
23, Abet. 25, Ail. 28, Eaves. 29, Achieve. 30, Grasshopper.

DOWN: 2, Odour. 3, Lair. 4, Same. 5, Neat. 6, Settled.
7, Gershonites. 8, Grandmother. 12, Apples. 14, TES. 15, Octopi.
19, Deliver. 20, Ira. 24, Breve. 25, As is. 26, Lash. 27, Whip.
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Monthly features
PRAYER OF THE MONTH
Father of all, Thank you for the
revelation you gave to those travellers
from the East so long ago. Thank you
that everyone who truly searches for you
will find you, in Jesus. Show us your
Son afresh, we pray, so that,
at the start of this New Year,
we can go forward hand in
hand with him, into whatever
the new Year might hold for
us, knowing the security
which only he can give. Give
us confidence and peace and strength to
live each day with that assurance. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

POEM OF THE MONTH
As with gladness men of old,
Watched their business plans unfold,
Their successors, to this day,
Know how to get folk to pay.
The results are what you see
In the sales of January.
Shoppers queue right out of sight –
Some have been out there all night!
When the doors are opened wide
A stampede to get inside.
One would think the goods are free
In the sales of January!

They enjoy their spending spree
In the sales of January!
So the tills go ‘ring ting ting’,
As the cash comes rolling in,
Even with the goods half price,
Profit margins are still nice.
So shop bosses smile with glee
In the sales of January!

Date
3rd January
Epiphany

St Mary’s,
Buckland
8
9.30

St Michael’s,
Betchworth

HC (BCP)
Parish Communion

Wednesday
6th January

11
5pm

Epiphany Parish
Communion

4pm

Contemplative
Prayer (lady
chapel)

10th January 9.30
The Baptism
of Christ

Parish Communion (Iona)

8
11

HC (BCP)
Matins

17th January 8

HC (BCP)

10.30

Joint Family
Service

24th January 9.30

Parish Communion

8
11

HC (BCP)
Parish Communion

31st January 8
Candlemas
2.30-5

HC (BCP)
Candlemas workshop in
Reading Room
Candlemas service

10.30

Joint Parish
Communion
Contemplative
Prayer (lady
chapel)

BLESSING OF THE MONTH
God be shielding thee by each dropping
sheer,
God make every pass an opening appear,
God make to thee each road a highway
clear,
And may he take thee in the clasp
Of his own two hands’ grasp.
From Prayers of the Western
Highlanders

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH
I have found the best way to give advice
to your children is to find out what they
want and then advise them to do it.
(Harry S. Truman)

5pm

5pm

Page
January diary
Fri 1st
A Happy New Year to all our readers
Thur

14th 12.30

Winter Lunch in Reading Room

11

Wed

27th 2-4pm

St Michael’s drop-in

17

Sun

31st

Candlemas workshop

20

2-5pm

A fellow nurse at my hospital received a call from an anxious woman. “I’m diabetic
and I’m afraid I’ve had too much sugar today,” she said.

People fight like dog and cat
For a bit of half-price tat;
Max their credit cards, but feel
That they’ve got a splendid deal.

“Are you light-headed?” my colleague asked.
“No”, the caller answered, “I’m a brunette."
32
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BRIDGE

SUDOKUS

First a mild one. Solution on page 33

5

FROM THE REGISTERS

December 18

th

2

2

7

th

May they rest in peace and rise in glory

3

5

9

1

6

7
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This year’s Lent Course will give the opportunity to explore together our feelings
about death and dying from a Christian perspective, to talk about our own
experiences and to look at different ways in which we can be supported.
The meetings will take place on 17th and 24th February at 4pm in Buckland Reading
Room. For those who cannot make those dates a longer meeting on 5th March will
bring together material from both the February dates in one meeting. The March
date will be dependent on interest and at a venue to be agreed. The course will be led
by Helen Burnett, David Eaton and Linda Slater. Further information from Linda
Slater  844632, david.slater2@tiscali.co.uk
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And now a trickier one. Solution next month.

6
7

8

9

6

4

7
8

THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S
If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would like
to do so, or would like more information, please see
the literature in the church or contact one of the
officers (eg Richard Wheen, Secretary,  842082,
rwheen@hotmail.com). The annual subscription is £15
for one person, £30 for a household. The object of the
Friends is to help maintain the fabric and structure of
St. Mary’s, an important point at the centre of
Buckland and a listed building with 1,000 years of history.

1

8

LENT COURSE 2016
When the Time Comes.... a conver sation about the end of life.

6
5

4

Gordon Harold Hill, who died on 22nd November, aged 87
of Genista, Betchworth
Revd. Patricia (Pattie) Vigers, who died on 26
November, aged 84, of Normanton, Buckland

8
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FUNERALS, MEMORIALS AND BURIALS
We send our condolences to the friends and family of those who have died:
December 10th

4

2
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O Lord, thou knowest I have
nine houses in the City of
London, and have lately
purchased an estate in Essex. I
beseech thee to preserve the
counties of Middlesex and
Essex from earthquakes and
fire. - Joshua W ard (18th
century)

Blessed be agriculture – if one
does not have too much of it. C. Warner

4

9
9

NORTH
♠♥A2
WEST ♦ 2
EAST
♠♣ K Q 10 ♠ 2
♥Q4
♥♦ 6 5 4 3 SOUTH ♦ K J 9
♣♠ ♣AJ
♥K3
♦ A Q 10 7
♣Solution
on p.33

A congregation which can’t
afford to pay a clergyman
enough want a missionary
more than they do a
clergyman. - Josh Billings

1

4
3

5

South to lead in a no-trump
contract. How can
N/S make 5 tricks
against any defence?

3
9
31

We should never let our
preferences become prejudices.

BUCKLAND LENT LUNCHES 2016
CROSSWORD Solution on page 33
ACROSS
1 Paul said the wrath of
God ‘is being revealed from
heaven’ against this
(Romans 1:18) (11)
9 Go smite (anag.) (7)
10 ‘But — I have risen, I
will go ahead of you into
Galilee’ (Matthew 26:32) (5)
11 ‘Take and —; this is my
body’ (Matthew 26:26) (3)
13 Type (2 Thessalonians
2:10) (4)
16 ‘Woe to those who —
iniquity’ (Micah 2:1) (4)
17 ‘How shall we — if we
ignore such a great
salvation?’ (Hebrews 2:3)
(6)
18 Opposite of evens (4)
20 Previously cited (Latin)
(4)
21 ‘There is surely — — of
God in this place, and they
will kill me because of my
wife’ (Genesis 20:11) (2,4)
22 The Thessalonians were
warned to keep away from
every brother who was this (2
Thessalonians 3:6) (4)
23 Beat (anag.) (4)
25 To trouble or afflict (Job
16:3) (3)
28 Part of a roof (1 Kings 7:9)
(5)
29 Attain (Job 5:12) (7)
30 Insect noted for its
gymnastic ability (Psalm
78:46) (11)
DOWN
2 Smell (John 11:39) (5)
3 Lion’s home (Jeremiah
25:38) (4)
4 ‘Jesus Christ is the —
yesterday and today and for

Easter is early this year so our Lent Lunches which will be homemade soup, roll and
butter with coffee or tea will start on Thursday 11th February at
12.30 pm in the Buckland Reading Room. We do not charge
for these but we ask for a donation which goes towards the
Bishop’s Lent Call. Pattie started these lunches many years ago
and Liz and Carol would like to carry on the tradition. We look
forward to seeing you.

ST MICHAEL’S LENT LUNCHES 2016
Friday Lent Lunches will run from 12-2pm on the dates below. Please put the dates
in your diary! You can pop in any time during this time for a frugal lunch: soup,
bread, etc. A chance to catch up with friends and meet new ones. Donations go
towards the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call (details in a future magazine).
Many thanks to those who have offered to host these lunches. Please ring the
relevant number, details below, if you need directions or to tell the hostess that you
are coming.

ever’ (Hebrews 13:8) (4)
5 Tidy (4)
6 Made their home (Genesis
47:27) (7)
7 Their task was to carry the
curtains of the tabernacle
(Numbers 4:25–26) (11)
8 Timothy’s was called Lois
(2 Timothy 1:5) (11)
12 The Lover likened the
fragrance of the Beloved’s
breath to these (Song of
Songs 7:8) (6)
14 Times Educational
Supplement (1,1,1)
15 Eight-tentacled sea
creatures (6)
19 ‘And lead us not into
temptation, but — us from the
evil one’ (Matthew 6:13) (7)
30

20 D.L. Moody’s legendary
song leader, — D. Sankey (3)
24 Rarely used musical note
(5)
25 ‘Your will be done on
earth — it — in heaven’
(Matthew 6:10) (2,2)
26 and 27 ‘The Lord
Almighty will — them with a
— , as when he struck down
Midian at the rock of
Oreb’ (Isaiah 10:26) (4,4)
27 See 26 Down

12th February

Hilary Ely

769108

The Hamilton Room

19th February

Sara Smart

242285

Little Santon Farm, Trumpet Hill,
Reigate RH2 8QY

26th February

Christine
Pharo-Tomlin

01306
611247

Peverel, Shellwood Road,
Leigh RH2 8NX

11th March

Marion Hallett

844797

West Cottage, Old Road,
Betchworth RH3 7DS

18th March

Eiluned Slot

842010

The Red House, Old Reigate
Road, Betchworth RH3 7DR

Friday 4th March is Women’s World Day of Prayer, and there will be no Lent Lunch
in Betchworth on that day. Please consider supporting Women’s World Day of
Prayer by attending the daytime service – full details of time, place and theme in
Parish Magazines nearer the time.
Linda Slater

7

UPPER MOLE GROUP OF CHURCHES QUIET DAY

MUSIC IN DORKING

The Upper Mole Group Quiet Day will be on Saturday 20 th February from 10am to
3pm at The Ark, Okewood Hill (Church Lane, RH5 5QT), led by Revd Sue Weakley.
It will be an opportunity for guided reflection in the peace and quiet of The Ark, the
church and surroundings. In the silences there will be time to ponder on the short
talks, spend time outside with God’s creation (weather permitting), use some of the
prayer stations and other resources provided or just ‘do your own (quiet) thing’. As
we use the time of Lent to take stock of our faith and Christian journey in preparation
for the great feast of Easter, it is good to put aside some time for reflection and quiet
time with God.
To book a place, or for further information, please contact Revd Sue Weakley
(revsueweakley@btinternet.com,  07887 888372) or speak to one of the clergy.
We are asking for a £5 contribution towards the cost of the day and you will need to
bring a packed lunch. Tea, coffee and squash will be provided. Anyone from the
Upper Mole Group and associated churches, and friends, are very welcome.

REIGATE DEANERY QUIET DAY - A BALANCED LIFE
WORK: PRAYER: PLAY
Saturday 19th March 10 am to 4 pm
at Wychcroft, South Park Lane, Bletchingley, RH1 4NE
Leader Bishop Jonathan, Bishop of Croydon
………………………………………………………………………………………….
Ticket price is £20 each which includes morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea.
I would like ….. tickets

2nd at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free, 01306 884229
7th 14th 21st 28th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Aviva social club, £17-25, 07415 815784
24th at 3.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
30th at 7.30, Philharmonia Orchestra at Dorking Halls, £14-29, 01306 740619
31st at 2.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50, 01306 881717
Happy new year! The highlight of this month is surely the visit by the Philharmonia
Orchestra, playing music by Mozart, Beethoven and Prokofiev. The Philharmonia is
one of Britain’s leading orchestras and for this concert it will be conducted by
Michael Collins, the brilliant clarinettist who has now extended his career into
conducting too. He will play the lovely Mozart clarinet concerto, one of the
outstanding works for the instrument, as well as conducting Beethoven’s fourth
symphony and Prokofiev’s high-spirited and very enjoyable Classical symphony.
The year begins, however, with a piano recital at St Martin’s given by Dorking
pianist the Revd Mike Stewart. He will play a programme of
popular romantic music including Beethoven’s Pathétique sonata,
music by Chopin, and two virtuosic pieces by Liszt - the concert
study Un Sospiro and the Concert paraphrase on V erdi’s
‘Rigoletto’.
There are two ballet screenings at the Dorking Halls. First is a
live broadcast from the Bolshoi ballet in Moscow with an
adaptation of Shakespeare’s comedy The Taming of the Shrew. Then comes a
recording from the Royal Opera House featuring a Frederick Ashton double bill Rhapsody, using the music of Rachmaninov’s wonderful Rhapsody on a theme of
Paganini, and The Two Pigeons.
And finally, Watermill Jazz meets every Thursday at the
Aviva social club. The line-up for January is: Ray
Gelato and the Giants (7th), A Tribute to Toots
Thielemans (14th), Curios (21st) and Joe Locke - Love is
a pendulum (28th).

Name:
Address:

BOOK-KEEPING

Special Dietary requirements:

Please return with a cheque payable to Reigate Deanery
Chris Elliott, 2 Wray Lane, Reigate, RH2 0HS

to

If you need help with book-keeping, or VAT returns etc, please contact Jackie Lincoln
on  07939 271526, or email jakilincoln@live.co.uk.
Reliable, experienced and well organised.

8
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2015
A very big thank you to everyone who contributed to this year’s Poppy Appeal. The
combined villages of Buckland and Betchworth raised the magnificent sum of
£3,250.
My heartfelt thanks go to those stalwart door to door collectors, who tramp the streets
in all weathers, offering you the poppies and other items in return for as large a
donation as possible. If anyone would like to join their ranks, please contact me
at jamesfday@me.com. It is a very rewarding task, really.
Thank you.
James Day, Hon. Poppy Appeal Organiser for Buckland and Betchworth

DAYTIME CHOIR SEEKS NEW MEMBERS
We are a small, friendly choir called the Dorking Harmony Singers and we would
very much like more people to come and sing with us.
If you enjoy singing, why not come and give us a try? We meet on Thursday
mornings during school term time in Dorking town centre.
There is no audition and you don't need to be able to read
music. We sing a mixture of pop, folk and classical songs.
If you are interested, please phone Helen on  07753 862138 or email:
hmargetts@gmail.com

Christianity could completely disappear from parts of the Middle East within five
years, a new report has claimed. The “Aid to the Church in Need” document says if
the exodus of Christians from Iraq continues at existing levels, the religion will be
wiped out in the country by 2020. And the report says Christians in Syria number as
few as 500,000 today compared to 1.25 million in 2011. Prime Minister David
Cameron has given his backing to the report, which is called Persecuted and
Forgotten. He said, “Every day in countries across the world, Christians are
systematically discriminated against, exploited and even driven from their homes
because of their faith. This report serves as a voice for the voiceless - from their
prison cells and the places far from home where they have sought refuge.”
28

THE LEGEND OF A CAROL…
There is an intrinsic link between Christmas barely
gone and our long awaited Spring. It is the legend of
Good King Wenceslas. The lyrics of this well-known
carol were set to the melody of a 13th century Spring
carol - Tempus adest floridum (the time is near to
flowering.) This forms the basis for the tune we sing
today or at least last month!
Wenceslas 1, Duke of Bohemia, was born near Prague
St Wenceslas Statue - Prague
in 907; he was a gifted ruler and devout Christian,
welcoming missionaries and building churches. Unfortunately he was murdered in
the porch of a church by his non-Christian brother, Boreslav, in cohorts with his
pagan mother. Thereafter, he Wenceslas, was considered a martyr and venerated as a
saint.
In and around 1119, a legend quickly circulated that he had been seen rising from his
noble bed, and in bare feet visiting churches and giving alms to widows, orphans,
those in prison and everyone afflicted by difficulties.
It was just this legend that was used by John Mason Neale, once a Deacon at St
Nicholas church in Guildford, to translate this European poem and put it to music,
becoming the now famous carol in 1853. Neale turned the Duke into a King, causing
some to confuse the saint - Wenceslas, Duke of Bohemia (907-35) - with King
Wenceslas 1, King of Bohemia (1205-1253). Neale then effectively uses the 12th
century legend as a base for his story of a ‘King’ going with his page boy on a harsh
winter’s journey to give food and fuel to a poor peasant on the feast day of St
Stephen (26th December). The Page Boy all but gives up, but by treading in the
King’s footsteps, step by step in the deep snow, he manages to make the journey.
The carol did not receive universal acclaim. Some commentators of the day have
called the carol ‘garbled’ or ‘poor’ and commonplace. Others have questioned why
an old Easter hymn tune should be sung at Christmas. Editors of the Oxford book of
Christmas, including Vaughan Williams in 1928, sincerely hoped it would disappear
and pass into disuse! Little did they know that in the 20th Century, the Beatles
would perform several renditions of the carol and with Spike Milligan it would
briefly become a parody!
Tom Briscombe

The trouble with referees is that they just don’t care which side wins. -

T. Canterbury

He brings to the fierce struggle of politics the tepid enthusiasm of a lazy summer
afternoon at a cricket pitch. –
Aneurin Bevin on another politician
9

PILGRIMAGE2PARIS: CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE

DORKING MUSEUM IN JANUARY

‘Oh, I’ll walk the Pilgrimage to Paris,’ said I, brightly, at
a meeting back in March, and thought no more of it. But
as the day of departure approached, I began to question
my sanity. Time only permitted me to walk to
Newhaven – but still, that would take five days, and the
weather forecast was for constant rain and wind, and did
I really want to walk 75 miles with a bunch of climatechange activists I’d never met?’ So writes the Revd
Canon Giles Goddard, Vicar of St John’s Waterloo. Giles Goddard did indeed
complete his part of the Pilgrimage to Paris, but many more from our Diocese
continued for the next 10 days, reaching Paris for the Climate Change Conference on
30th November. The walk commenced in London on Friday 13 th November, and the
route took in places of interest and meeting local communities on route. A ferry
from Newhaven to Dieppe avoided a swim and the walk continued to Paris along the
beautiful Avenue Verte.

Hope Springs Eternal: The Deepdene Trail: The
Museum is supporting Mole Valley District
Council’s restoration programme, re-discovering
the historic Deepdene Estate. We will be promoting
The Deepdene Trail, developing a guided tour and
upgrading our exhibition.

Many other Pilgrims from all over Europe all met up to hand-in campaign for climate
change petitions. Cristiana Figueres (Executive Secretary of UNHCCC) received the
petitions at an interfaith gathering on Saturday 28th November and thereafter there
was a mass mobilisation in Paris on the Sunday.

Family Activities: Satur day, J anuar y 16th, ‘Railways in Dorking then and now’ –
compare old photos and maps, make a moving train card. Drop in between 2pm and
3.30pm. Ideal for children up to age 10. Free with regular Museum entry.

The pilgrimage enabled many to take a step back from their busy lives to seek time
and quiet reflection, to enjoy the company of others and to re-energise mentally,
physically and spiritually. There was ample proof that it allowed a fresh connection
with the natural world – as well as renewing their faith.
Ultimately, Pilgimage2Paris was an act of solidarity with those most affected by
climate change, the poorest and most vulnerable communities around the world.
Tom Briscombe

A vicar was invited to have tea with a family who attended his church. While there,
he noticed the small son staring at him. Tactfully, the vicar asked the boy if he was
interested in his dog collar. “Yes,” said the boy, “we have someone at our school
who wears something like that because they kill fleas and ticks for up to three
months.”
A man applied for a better job and at the interview the manager asked, ‘Any
references?’ Thinking this would sound impressive, the applicant replied, “Yes, one
from the minister of my church and one from the Sunday School Superintendent.”
The manager then asked, “Do you have any from people who know you on
weekdays?’
10

In an Oral History project, the Council is hoping to
collect memories of the days when the grand
Italianate house was a hotel or the Southern Railway HQ. To contribute memories or
volunteer to help collect them, please contact
TheDeepdeneTrail@molevalley.gov.uk.
Our current exhibition, Dorking 1915, the story of the Home Front during the
Great War, has been extended until Easter. Open Thursday to Saturday 10am to 4pm.

Our Quiz Night returns on Tuesday 19th January, 7.30pm at Cafe Rialto, 33 South
Street, Dorking. Tables of 4-6 (bring or join a team). Tickets £15pp – includes free
buffet. Bookings: Anna McKinney, admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk,  07964
797541. Cheques to Dorking Museum, sent to Quiz Night at the address below.
Group bookings welcome for Guided Walks of Dorking and Museum tours – see
website or contact admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS,
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk, Facebook and Twitter.  01306 876591

BUCKLAND & BETCHWORTH CHORAL SOCIETY
The retiring collection from the BBCS concert in St Michael’s Church on
Wednesday 16th December raised £582.37 for Friends of Broome Park.
On behalf of the Friends please accept our heartfelt gratitude
for your generosity and kindness......it is an amazing start to our
fundraising for the single wheelchair vehicle. Thank you.
Gaye Wickens
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THE BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE
Starting from a sombre, gloomy, wet, November night at the Reading Room
Buckland, the gathering of villagers at the Money for Madagascar fund-raising event
were instantly captivated by the evening’s presenter. In no time we were sitting on
the edge of our seats watching footage of a GB rowing success at the 2012 Olympics.
James Day, a TV cameraman for the past 40 years, then explained, in detail, how
intricately the filming of a big outdoor event, extended along two miles of river, was
planned and expertly synthesised by a team of in-house director and camera
operators in the field.
Working for the BBC for the first part of his career, and then as a freelance in many
different big filming projects, means James has intimate knowledge (as well as
decades of experience) of how the filming is carried out – and it is often elaborate!
For example at the 2012 rowing event equipment included rigging up huge towers
and cranes, equipping a convoy of camera cars to drive alongside the race as it
happens, running overhead cameras along the river for two kilometres on trolley
lines, as well as employing teams of highly experienced cameramen at strategic
points along the river banks.
James lives in Buckland and is already known locally for his photography. However,
sharing his career and the many different famous events he has worked on as a
cameraman through some magnificent stills, we were given the chance to sample his
viewpoint. Being able to look in on some very big, famous events through James’
lenses was a rich experience to the eye, each photograph capturing the scene with
exceptional clarity as well as the filming strategies that were taking place on the
periphery or even closer to the action.
The evening was of immediate interest to those who are keen on televised royal
events, sports events, music festivals and outdoor theatre. What
goes on behind the scenes on TV was unwrapped before our eyes.
As soon as the talk ended there was a vote of thanks, then a torrent
of questions from an eager audience.
The event raised £260 for Money Madagascar. After the
unexpected and very sad death of Pattie Vigers the previous day,
the collection was dedicated to her memory. It enabled us to recall the enormous
amount of hard work she put into the MfM fund-raising events over the years.
The next Buckland One World Event will be on Friday 19th February. Alison &
Martin Walsh will be talking about their experiences in Sierra Leone in the last few
years up to 2015.
Sarah Freeman
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WINTER LUNCH



The first winter lunch of 2016 will be held on Thursday 14th January 2016
at 12.30 pm in the Buckland Reading Room. Cost will be £3.50p. Carol
and Liz look forward to welcoming our regular customers and anyone else
who is new to the village and would like to join our happy band.

If you would like more information please phone Carol on  247399 or Liz on 
221444.

WANTED: NEW READING ROOM TREASURER
The Reading Room is a key part of our village life, hosting ten regular groups each
week, as well as providing a venue for church, community, and private events. It is
run by a committed group of volunteers, and has been through a major
refurbishment in the last year. Our current Treasurer, Veronica, is
standing down, and so we are looking for a new Treasurer to join our
Committee. We are seeking someone who is comfortable with numbers
and well organised – you do not have to be a finance or accounting
professional. The role needs a few hours each month, which can mostly
be done from home at a time to suit you. The Committee meets four
times a year.
If you would be interested in helping our community in this role, and would like to
know more about what is involved, please contact me on the number below. If you
know of someone who might be interested, do let me know.
Ken Caldwell, Chair, Reading Room Management Committee
 843893 ken@caldwells.uk.net

FACEBOOK
An elderly lady said she was trying to make friends outside Facebook, while
applying the same principles. She said, “Every day I walk down the street and
tell the passers-by what I have eaten, how I feel, what I have done the night
before, and what I will do tomorrow. Then, I show them pictures of my family,
my dog, my garden, where I’ve just been on holiday and how I spend time in my
pool. I also listen to their conversations, and I tell them I love them all. And....it
works! I already have four people “following” me - two police officers, a social
worker and a psychiatrist!”
11

Obituary

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS WITH A DIFFERENCE:
VOLUNTEER!
What a great way to start the New Year!

THE REVD. PATTIE VIGERS:
21ST MARCH 1931 – 26TH NOVEMBER 2015
What follows comes from contributions by a large number of parishioners and
others.
Pattie was born in Devon on 21st March 1931,
the second of four children, and lived her earliest
years in a part of Devon the beauty of which she
captured in her paintings and where she would
stay every year, including this year. The family
moved to Bedford in about 1940, where Pattie
attended the High School and developed her great
talent for art, then going on to the Slade School
of Art. She excelled at swimming, and
represented London University in that sport. She
then taught art, first at the Alice Otley School in
Worcester and then Queen Margaret’s near York,
and many of her pupils remained friends for life.
On 10th September 1957 she married Simon
Vigers, whom she had first met in Devon, in the
church where her parents had been married.
Shortly after the birth of their first baby, Piers,
Simon said to one of her friends, “I am the
happiest man in the world; I have a most
wonderful wife and a baby.” They had three more children, Guy, Anna and Neil;
Piers and Anna were to care for others as an osteopath and a nurse, Neil was
ordained, like his mother later, and Guy devoted his working life to the study of the
human cell. Tragically Simon died in 1972.
Pattie qualified and worked as a Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary, but women priests
came on the scene in time for her to be ordained, a role she was destined for. In her
quiet way she trained to become ordained, and her parents knew nothing of it until
she told them, to their great admiration and delight, of her first qualification on that
road. Pattie was later described by a friend as “the best argument I know for women
priests.” Pattie was ordained deacon in 1999, and priest in 2000.
In Buckland Pattie was, in her quiet way, at the centre of church and community. In
addition to all the normal duties of a priest she led Housegroups in Buckland and
Betchworth for many years. The detailed research she carried out on the different
12

Volunteering is a great way to have new experiences, meet new people, make friends
and have fun whilst supporting your local community. Opportunities for volunteering
are as diverse as the people that volunteer and can often be flexible, with hours and
days to suit the volunteer, allowing them to use existing skills and develop new ones.
The types of volunteering opportunities are as varied as the organisations,
community volunteering such as mediation, children’s charities, outdoor
volunteering in the areas of conservation and gardening, animals, catering support,
driving for local charities and mentoring roles supporting people with disabilities or
mental ill health are just a few of the many roles we have registered with us.
We try to ensure that our volunteers will enjoy their roles, have fun and make new
friends whilst gaining satisfaction from knowing they are supporting such deserving
local charitable organisations who truly value their help.
If you would like to embark on a new venture with great rewards, please contact our
friendly team of advisers who would be delighted to help.
The Volunteer Centre is based in Dorking and covers the whole of Mole Valley.
Please contact us on  01306 640369 or email clare@vamidsurrey.org
We look forward to meeting you and helping you discover a rewarding volunteering
opportunity.

CANCER RESEARCH COFFEE MORNING
Join Dorking Friends of Cancer Research UK at the first event in their
40th anniversary year for a Celebration Coffee Morning at Betchworth
Park Golf Club (Reigate Road, Dorking RH4 1NZ) on Wednesday 10th
February in support of Cancer Research UK.
9.30 – 11.30 for coffee and a Danish and a raffle with fabulous prizes. There will be
local artisan stalls selling handmade gifts and cards. Tickets £10.

For tickets email dfcancerresearchuk@btinternet.com or call  842084 or  01306
711688.
June Letheren
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♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB ♦ ♣
Recent winners are as follows:
26th Nov: N/S: Gloria Whitwell & Geoff Woodcock
E/W: Johns Mitchell & Zetter
3rd Dec: N/S: Gloria Whitwell & Robin Hoare
E/W: Mike Foss & Chris Greenacre
10th Dec: N/S: Jocelyn Morley & Vanessa Sadler
E/W: Mike Foss & Chris Greenacre
17th Dec: N/S: Douglas & Roberta Rounthwaite
E/W: Ann Donneky & Sue McLean
Congratulations to all concerned. We play duplicate bridge in
the Reading Room each Thursday and start at 2.15 sharp, so please arrive somewhat
earlier. For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland.
Please do not park in front of the village shop or block access to Dungates Lane or to
houses in Old Road.
Richard Wheen

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The festive season is now drawing to a close and it is time to start planning for next
year. In years gone by, in December to January, Edwardian Country Estates held
lavish parties. The outdoor staff were expected not only to grow enormous quantities
of vegetables and out of season fruits but also had the job of cutting down a huge
Christmas tree from the estate. The family would decorate it and make huge displays
of pot plants banked up with moss.
January starts the year, often bringing inclement weather with it.
The gardens appear sparse. Now is the time to clean your gardening
tools, tidy up the greenhouse and shed so everything will be ready
for the coming Spring.

subjects, from the History of Christianity to Christians with Attitude, brought a
greater understanding of faith to all in the group. She used to visit old people’s
homes in the area and read the Bible to them. Before ordination she ran the Sunday
School, which is how many of us first came into contact with her, and in later years
she started Iona services in St Mary’s once a month and evening prayer services on
Tuesdays.
Pattie always delivered excellent sermons with her wise words and wrote lovely
pieces for the Parish Magazine. She could, however, be forthright on occasion. She
wrote controversial pieces in the Magazine on the subject of same-sex marriage and
the secondment of Carol Coslett to Merstham.
Carol Coslett writes: “Pattie left me a folder entitled ‘So the Rector will know what
gaps need to be filled’. She wrote in it: ‘Perhaps in years to come I shall be
remembered as “you know…. that candle woman!” I have lots of instructions about
candles! She prepared St Mary’s for the next service whether she was taking it or
not: she respected the liturgy and loved the sacrament.”
Helen Burnett writes: “Over ten years ago Pattie decided to start a quiet but
determined one-woman campaign to encourage me to explore my vocation. Her
belief in me created a ripple where there was a mere droplet or inkling in my own
heart. Implicit in all she ever said to me was a fundamental understanding of what
was entailed in bringing up children and the importance of family, and so she never
attempted to intrude on my existing work but wanted me to be ready to open the door
into a new vocation when the time was right. I am so lucky to have experienced her
love and encouragement and I am so sad that she will be observing my ordination
from the heavens and not from a pew in the cathedral!”
Pattie’s calligraphy was always a delight to see and to read. She made up the
Marriage Register for all weddings, which was no small task, but meant they look
like state records fresh from the Garter King of Arms. She was always able to use
her art talent, whether it be drawings in the order of service or her beautiful writing to
be found on numerous posters (and in the headings and footers of this magazine).
The picture on the cover of this issue of the Buckland Parish Magazine was also by
Pattie.
Her sense of humour was delightful: her generosity put the Good Samaritan in the
shade!

Brockham Green Horticultural Society wish all of their members a
successful year in their gardens.

Pattie had great resolve. Within only the last couple of years she was asked to give a
talk at an evening service in Christchurch, Brockham. She found herself fronting a
full contemporary Worship Band and clearly out of her comfort zone. Yet she took it
in her stride and was loved by all. They hung on her every word.

Willpower: the ability to eat one salted peanut – and stop. - Anon

She did so much behind the scenes that many people were unaware of. She worked
so hard for Buckland church and its community. She always seemed to be cooking,
providing lifts, washing tea towels as well as using her remarkable pastoral skills for

Smile: something that adds to your face value. – Anon
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the benefit of the community.

JANUARY GARDEN NOTES

Among her many voluntary activities, Pattie was a long and loyal committee member
of the Buckland One World Group and a strong supporter of its core charity, Money
for Madagascar. Her contributions were always wise and helpful, with many good
ideas for speakers. She also organised, for many years, the Royal British Legion and
Christian Aid collections in the village.
For many Reading Room events (One World Group talks, Winter and Lent Lunches,
Harvest Suppers etc), she took it upon herself to be in charge of refreshments, and
would invariably arrive very early to ensure all the crockery was laid out with urn
and kettles at the ready. Although in her eighties, she would sometimes take the dirty
cups and saucers home, wash them there and return them the next morning. She was
always the last to leave, insisting everyone else go home leaving her to lock up. That
was Pattie, so self-reliant and not wishing to impose herself on anyone.
We will miss her notes and letters written in her beautiful handwriting and her
beautifully drawn cartoons when we have been to meetings together. We will miss
her greatly, such a gentle soul who achieved so much without a fanfare of trumpets.
Pattie’s generosity, modesty and willingness to help in numerous ways will be lasting
memories for all of us. Her contribution to village life cannot be exaggerated.
Wendy Lane writes: “I got to know Pattie quite well when she joined the Brigitte
Trust [see the December 2015 Buckland Parish Magazine, p.27] many years ago and
I was her Area Organiser. [Initially] I thought her a bit ‘holier than thou’. I soon
found out how wrong I was. Her serene exterior hid a feisty personality with quite a
wicked sense of humour. She gave love and reassurance to many people during her
time at B.T.”
Pattie’s departure from earthly life will leave a large gap in so many lives. She was a
wonderful and wise person in what she did, and who she was. She worked hard and
uncomplainingly in the parish and at the church. She was always someone who
would help you if you had lost your way. Many people poured their hearts out to her
over the years. She would quietly listen, advise and then enable you to get your life
back on track.

A new dawn breaks in the garden with the onset of January. The shortest day is a
distant memory, the sun is brighter and it’s only a couple of months until Easter!
Buds are beginning to form on trees and shrubs, and dormant perennials are breaking
into life.
What a wonderful sight it is to see so many bulbs sending up their confident stems
ready to flower when the conditions are right. With the warm
autumn, we had daffodil stems reappearing in early December, even
though they will not flower until April. Snowdrops will soon be
flowering in abundance: if you missed the boat planting the bulbs,
plant them now growing “in the green”. They are often far more
reliable this way.
Much as I like to encourage gardening at all times of the year, it is best to avoid too
much activity on lawns when there are heavy frosts. I suggest servicing mowers and
garden machinery now – don’t wait for the peak season in the spring when repairers
are at their busiest. Plan ahead, buy seed potatoes ready for chitting; also, prepare
vegetable and flower seeds for sowing when warmer weather approaches in March.

If you are missing the flowering plants in your garden, why not refresh your
houseplants? Phalaenopsis orchids are now one of the most popular indoor plants –
and for good reason. Not only are they one of the most exotic-looking plants, but
they are not difficult to keep. A bright but non-draughty window sill is best, and
only sporadic watering is necessary. Saintpaulia (African violets) are also a safe bet:
they will flower year after year if kept fairly dry in a light spot without too much sun.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries

It’s clear that God has arranged our anatomy in such a way that it is difficult to pat
ourselves fairly and squarely on the back.

Pattie will, I am sure, be remembered for being gracious, quiet and unassuming,
always ready with hands outstretched, to say a warm thank you - a gesture that we all
appreciated. I understood humility through Pattie - what she said, and perhaps more
importantly, what she did not say.

The real art of conversation is to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting
moment.

Pattie was “an almost perfect human being” in the words of one parishioner. “She
was a saint, shining and unassuming”. (The Dorking Advertiser (10th December,
page 25) has already ‘canonised’ Pattie. She would have been amused at this.)

Never judge people by what they say; instead, try to find out why they said it.

The Revd. Kate Capper writes: “When I came to Betchworth and Buckland one of
the highlights for me was to work alongside Pattie. Pattie was the gentlest and most
14

When you are down to nothing, God is probably up to something.

It’s frustrating when you feel you know all the answers, but nobody bothers to ask
you the questions.
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humble priest I have ever met and I appreciated and benefitted from her wisdom and
generosity. She was self-effacing yet able to give advice when needed and always
eager to serve others quietly. I shall miss her!”
Many people thought Pattie would go on for ever. She has been the backbone of St
Mary’s for decades. What will we do without her?
On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany - the visit of the wise men to the baby Jesus.
But who were these wise men? No one knows for sure. Matthew calls them ‘Magi’,
and that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind from Persia. It wasn’t
until the third century that they were called kings - by a church father, Tertullian.

May she rest in peace and rise in glory

Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three - to correspond with the
gifts given. Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold as a symbol of
wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a
symbol of healing - and even embalming. Certainly Jesus challenged and set aright
the way in which the world handled all three of these things. Since the eighth
century, the magi have had the names Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior.
The wise men came from the East, but where exactly? Some scholars believe they
might have come from what was then Arabia Felix, or as we would say today,
southern Arabia. There are a number of other early legends that connect southern
Arabia with Israel. Any map of Palestine as it was during biblical times shows that
the old Arabian caravan routes all entered Palestine ‘from the East’.

FOR NEW ARRIVALS IN BUCKLAND

There is little of interest in the magazine of January 1966, but some of the hints and
tips in the Weekday Page for Women in the attached diocesan leaflet may be of
interest: “To hands stained with gardening or housework apply some olive oil and a
small quantity of sugar. Massage this well into the hands and then wash off in warm
soapy water. It will leave the hands soft.”

In the last year or two many people have moved into the village for the first time - in
fact it seems to your correspondent that more people have moved here in the last two
or three years than in any comparable period during the last 30 years. And it is great
to have so many new young faces. We do hope you are happy in your new home,
and in the village as a whole. Many of you have already leapt into the life of the
village, and are helping with local societies and charities, the church, children’s
groups, music groups, delivering Parish Magazines etc and we welcome this. For
those who have not yet joined in village activities but would like to, there will be a
fairly comprehensive list of these on the cover page of the February Parish Magazine.
This magazine, albeit a church publication, aims to cater for the whole community,
so we hope you will read it to see what is going on in the village, and join in where
you can.

“To make a special sweet for a child’s birthday party, try jelly with egg added. First
of all make a jelly with slightly less water than usual. Beat up well an egg in a bowl
and gradually add the cool (and not quite set) jelly to it by degrees. Blend thoroughly
and allow to set. This will be acceptable even by children who do not like eggs.”

We also hope you will agree that Buckland is a super place to live. It is great that
you have joined us. On behalf of the “old hands”, may I (rather belatedly in some
cases) welcome you to the village and express the hope that you will have a long,
happy life here.

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO

“When ironing material which might “shine” on the right side (some artificial silks
do), try ironing over a piece of tissue paper and that unpleasant hard shiny effect will
be avoided.”
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Some people may have noticed that the stream by the bridleway between Dungates
Farmhouse and Reigate Heath, often favoured by passing dogs, has had much less
volume of water recently. This stream is the ‘Shag Brook’ which starts in springs
under the Chalk Downs, passes the bridleway near Dungates Farmhouse, passes
through Wonham Mill Pond before entering the River Mole at Betchworth.
For over a decade, this stream has had artificially high levels of artesian ground water
pumped out of Tapwood Pit and Park Pit, as Hanson has had an extraction licence
granted by the Environment Agency.
It is now 15 months since all sand extraction was completed, and in recent months,
the industrial plant has been removed and the final landscaping has been completed
at Park Pit. Hanson (the mineral contractor) has recently been able to turn off and
remove the pumps. This will allow the levels in the pits to rise with the artesian
pressure to a ‘natural’ level. Following over 90 years of sand extraction in Buckland,
there has been considerable urbanisation of surrounding towns, and extraction of
water by Sutton & East Surrey water from the local aquifers. There remains a degree
of uncertainty about the level to which the natural water will flow again, but we
might expect it to be less than in living memory.
For clarity, the lakes in Tapwood and Park Pit are NOT fed by Shag Brook or indeed
any stream - their water levels are determined simply by the ground water level and
the rainfall over the lake catchments. A small overflow has been built to flow from
Park Pit into the Shag Brook, but we rather doubt that this will flow regularly.
A consequence of this information is that ‘Shag Brook’ will return to being a natural
stream, only likely to contain water following periods of heavy rainfall and during
winter months. For much of the time, for the foreseeable future, we expect that the
stream will be a dry bed, and like all streams - subject to climate change! We hope
that you can accept this welcome return to nature and will not be disappointed in the
change.
Duncan Ferns, Dungates Farms Ltd, Buckland Estate Office

THREE KINGS
Does Christmas seem long gone? Well,
Christmas doesn’t really end until
Twelfth Night, 6th January. In the
past all the 12 days of Christmas used
to be celebrated with feasting and
parties. January 6th is also the Feast
of the Epiphany, which is the day on
which the wise men, led by the star,
arrived at Bethlehem. At Christmas we
sang about Three Kings but we don’t
really know who they were, kings or
wise men or where they came from –
you can check the details in St
Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 2.

We

If anyone has an Epson printer which takes ink which comes in a carton with a
picture of a daisy on the outside, please let the editor know as otherwise the ink will
go to waste. Free of charge to a good home!
Richard Wheen

any words that begin with frankincense
or myrrh?). Answers below.
Can you say which GOLD is …
1. a small bird?
2. kept in an aquarium?
3. made from sugar and used in
cooking?
4. a source of wealth?
5. a tall yellow flower?
6. ate the three bears’ porridge?
7. won by a winner at the Olympics?
8. a 50th wedding anniversary?
What do you call a camel that’s got
three humps? Humphrey.
Who rides a camel and carries a
lamp? Florence of Arabia.

do

know that they brought very expensive
symbolic gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh for Jesus, not the usual things
that you would give to a small baby.
Traditionally the gifts have a special
meaning: gold is for a king; frankincense
(sweet smelling incense) is for God and
myrrh (a spice used to prepare bodies
for burial) for mortal man.

GOLDEN ANSWERS

PRINTER INK
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Children’s page

All the answers to this quiz begin with
the letters GOLD (well, can you find

Answers: 1. gold finch 2. goldfish
3. golden syrup 4. goldmine 5. golden
rod 6. Goldilocks 7. gold medal
8. golden wedding

STREAM ON THE BRIDLEWAY
FROM DUNGATES LANE TO REIGATE HEATH

Middle Age occurs when you are too young to take up golf – and too old to rush
up to the net.
Franklin Adams
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CANDLEMAS WORKSHOP
You are invited to the Upper Mole Group Candlemas Workshop on Sunday 31st
January from 2pm to 5pm in Buckland Reading Room (Old Road, Buckland RH3
7DY) and St Mary’s Church. A fun workshop for families and friends. Craft
activities, prayer trail etc.
Parents are welcome to join in or to leave school-age children there for the
afternoon and return for a cup of tea and a short closing act of worship at
4.30pm in the church. Anyone from the Upper Mole Group and associated
churches, and their friends, are very welcome. Please contact Revd Sue Weakley
(revsueweakley@btinternet.com,  07887 888372) for a booking form or for
more information. Places must be booked by Sunday 24th January so we can make
sure we have enough craft supplies. To help cover costs a donation of £2 per
person is requested.
Proposed programme for the day:
2pm
Registration and opening activity in the Reading Room
2.15pm
Craft activities - Decorate candle holders, Candle making, Book marks
etc.
2.30pm
Small groups visit the prayer trails in church while craft activities
continue in the Reading Room
4pm
Refreshments
4.30pm
Short Candlemas service in the church
5pm
Finish

ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN
2pm – 4pm on the 4th Wednesday of each month at The Hamilton Room,
Church Street, Betchworth
The St Michael’s Drop-In has now been running for almost four years, providing a
social meeting place for anyone in the villages on the appropriate afternoon. We
provide tea, biscuits and cake, and a welcoming venue to
meet new friends and catch up with many of the busy people
in the village. We have a growing connection with Broome
Park and have welcomed many residents and their family
members, brought by minibus or able to join us after the
gentle walk down the School path. We welcome all ages and
have a few items to amuse the young, and not so young. Visitors have come from far
and wide, visiting the Church to look for memorials, visiting the village where
relations have lived and just dropping in while passing through the village.
Thanks to donations we have been able to support local and national charities,
including WaterAid – with an Aquabox – Alzheimers Society, Redhill Night Shelter
and Day Centre, and Sebastian’s Trust who support the families of terminally sick
children, among others.
I would also like to thank the helpers who enable this to take place, Anne, June,
Linda, Carol, Liz, Brenda and Barbara who has been our prime cake baker for the
past three years. We also have Gordon and John who provide transport for those
who require lifts. Our next few dates are 27th January, 24th February, 23rd March,
27th April and 25th May.
All are welcome to come at any time during the afternoon. If you would like
transport, please contact Margaret Miller on  842098.
Come when you can and go when you must. A welcome awaits you.

Creation

Margaret Miller

Why did God create man before woman? (A) He didn’t want any advice.
(B) Because it’s always good to have a rough draft before you create your
masterpiece.
Moses
Why did Moses wander through the desert for 40 years? Because even
back then men wouldn’t stop and ask for directions.
Daniel
Said Daniel on entering the lion’s den: “Well, whoever does the after-dinner
speaking, it won’t be me!”
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Life and death
The vicar was preaching a powerful sermon concerning death and judgment. In the
course of the sermon, he said: “Just think – all of you living in this parish will one
day die.” At this, a man in the front pew began to laugh quietly.
After the service the vicar demanded sternly why he had found such a serious
subject so funny? The man explained: “I was just happy, because I don’t live in this
parish.”
17

EXCITEMENT DOWN RECTORY LANE
I was just getting ready to go to work, when I heard a siren. Emergency vehicles
always put their sirens on going past St Mary’s to warn pedestrians and cars on the
blind bends [or worshippers in church? - Ed] but this one turned into Rectory Lane
and sped down the hill. Seconds later a Police car did exactly the same, followed in
quick succession by a fire engine, another ambulance and a support unit vehicle.
I had worried for some time about the inadequate barrier at the level crossing near the
end of Rectory Lane. Perhaps a driver of a ‘Long’ or ‘Slow’ vehicle had not read the
sign and not used the emergency phone. Perhaps his vehicle had got stuck on the
crossing and perhaps that driver had found the rolled up red flag cunningly hidden
next to the crossing (look for it next time you walk past) and had run frantically up
the track, like Jenny Agutter in “The Railway Children” waving the flag to stop the
approaching train, but maybe not quite in time. Worse, perhaps the train had hit a car
on the crossing and had become derailed!
I felt compelled to offer assistance and drove down, behind another couple of
emergency vehicles, driving past lines of bedraggled commuters pulling their
luggage behind them up the hill, in the drizzle.
Rectory Lane is narrow and there was a line of at least 12 assembled emergency
vehicles stretching back from and totally obscuring the crossing. “I’m a doctor.” I
said to the burly fireman who looked to be in charge, “is there anything I can do?”
“Thanks, Doc” he said, “no problem - train fire, everyone’s off and no injuries”.
A fire engine was reversing towards me, so I decided to head off to work before I got
trapped in a gridlock of blue light vehicles. I passed a group of four dejected looking
passengers and offered them a lift to Reigate Station. I did not know that not only
had they just come through there, but also that the track was going to be closed in
both directions for several hours. They politely declined, trying to rearrange their
days on their mobile phones.
The reality was somewhat different from my imagination. The train had just left
Reigate en route to Reading, when the passengers in the front carriage noticed thick
smoke coming into the carriage and notified the driver, who calmly ascertained that it
was an engine fire, stopped the train by the nearest road, so that there was access for
emergency vehicles, and safely and quickly evacuated the train with little fuss.
In contrast the apparent over-response by the emergency services may have been
related to the heightened security alert due to the Paris bombings three days before.
Thank goodness, all’s well that ends well.
Dr Jonathan Lewis
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NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL
First, on behalf of pupils, staff and
governors, I would like to wish you all a
happy and prosperous new year.
Children will be returning to school
during the second week in January and,
despite what you might think,
the majority of them are pleased
to be back at school. Although
they look forward to and enjoy
the holidays, particularly
Christmas, most children
appreciate the familiarity and
structure of a school day.
Running a school has now become
somewhat like running a business, it is
now much more than just children and
teachers and, although children are at
the heart of our school, there is so
much more to creating a successful
school. Good schools rely on a hardworking and supportive Governing Body.
We are very lucky with our Governors
at North Downs; they know the school
well, are very adept at taking a
strategic view of school development
and are not afraid to ask challenging
questions. Over the last few weeks we
have welcomed three new members to
our Governing Body in addition to the
welcome return of Rev. Carol Coslett.
We greatly appreciate all their hard
work on behalf of the school.

Unlike most schools we have sites in
three villages and we are pleased to
maintain close links with all three. We
particularly welcome residents who
would like to support our school. So, if
you live near the Brockham,
Betchworth or Leigh school sites
and could spare an hour or so
each week to help hear children
read then we would be very
pleased to see you. It will be
necessary to have a DBS
safeguarding clearance but the process
is simple and straightforward and we
will help you complete this.
Jane Douglass, Headteacher,
North Downs Primary School

An eccentric old sheep farmer from Scotland gave some good advice to his
granddaughter. He told her that the secret to a long life was to sprinkle a pinch
of gunpowder onto her porridge every morning. The grand-daughter followed
this advice religiously until her cremation at the venerable age of 103. She left
behind 14 children, 30 grandchildren and 45 great-grandchildren, plus a huge
hole where the crematorium used to be.
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