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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

01372 802602 

 842302 
842302 

248909 

07831 919788 

842082 
842082 

07939 560125 

842082 

843297 
844267 

Monday 1 - 4pm Art Group David Burrells 

 4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows Jane Stewart 
 5.30 - 7pm Brownies Jane Stewart 

1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing Meike Laurenson 

Tuesday 10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots Hazel Davies 

 2 - 5.15pm Tues. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  
Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class Richard Wheen 

 7 - 9pm Mindfulness  Mark Whale 

Thursday 2 - 5.45pm Thur. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  

 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Tilly Mitchell 
2nd Saturday  1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild Karen Hoad      

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS 

David Sayce     

Mandy Creasey  
Iain Laurenson    

Ian Caldwell              

Pam Patch    

Derek Holgate     
Jane Siegle      

 

Vanessa Sadler       

Ianthe Cox     
Sheena Boyce   

Janine Lindsey-Jones     

Margaret Miller 

Catriona Martin  
Jane Stewart 

Jane Douglass   

Dr Jim Docking  

Ken Caldwell  
John Maud 

Liz Vahey  

Doreen Dart  

Julian Steed  
Sheila Dyer   

 

Rhona Hill  

Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 

Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 

Betchworth Decorative & Fine Arts Society 

Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 

British Legion 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society 

Brockham Surgery/Chemist 

Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary) 

Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 
Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 

Buckland Village Shop  

Children’s Society 

Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland  
Girl Guides contact 

North Downs Primary School 

One World Group 

Reading Room   - Chairman 
 - Treasurer 

 - Secretary 

 - Bookings 

Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 
St. Catherine’s Hospice 

Surrey Police - non-urgent 

Women’s Institute   

 242776 

843610 
  248909 

01306 882178 

   844138 

   842654 
        844496         

843259/842175 

   844059 

    843105 
448023   

 845999 

 842098 

07710 498591 
842302 

 843211 

843260 

843893 
843530 

221444 

842670 

842220 
842046 

101 

843044 
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND 

Rector The Revd. Carol Coslett (842102).  E-mail: ccoslett@btinternet.com 

Priest in 

Retirement 

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane, 

Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com 

Reader His Honour Peter Slot, The Red House, Old Reigate Road, 

Betchworth RH3 7DR (842010).  Email: tarq1840@aol.com 

Ordinand  

in training 

Helen Burnett, 24 Flanchford Road, Reigate RH2 8AB (243606).  

Email: hjburnett@msn.com 

Church- 

wardens 

 

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)  

(+ Bell Captain).  Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG 

(221444) (+ electoral register).  Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com  

Parish  

Admin. 

Mrs Melanie Marsh. Parish Office in Reading Room (845935).  

Email: Officerectory@btinternet.com 

Hon.  

Treasurer 

Trevor Cooke, Clifton Cottage, Cliftons Lane, Reigate RH2 9RA 

(245161).   Email: tccooke@btinternet.com 

Hon. 

Secretary 

Mrs Rosey Davy.  Email: roseydavy@gmail.com 

Organist  Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT 

(241355).  Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Ms Hannah Wilson, 56 Churchfield Road, Reigate RH2 9RH 

(248984).  Email: hwilson4@hotmail.co.uk 

Magazine 

 - Editor  

Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH 

(842082).    Email: rwheen@hotmail.com 

- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).  

Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com 

 - Advertising  Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 

(845298).  Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com 

Church  

Rotas    

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613).  Flowers: Jean Cooke  (245161).  

Other: Philip Haynes  (842613) 

Churchyard  

Rose Beds 

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).   

Email: everett@leeds-family.co.uk 

Friends of St 

Mary’s 

Roger Daniell, Chairman.  Richard Wheen, secretary; details as 

above 
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Articles for the August 2016 issue must be with the Editor by Sunday 

17th July, please.  No acknowledgement of items for the magazine will 
be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).  

 

Editorial  The editor reserves the right to shorten or omit articles 

submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the following 
month.  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not 

necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 

 

Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church, Buckland and 
contains personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to 

readers of the magazine.  In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the 

magazine, such persons also consent to this information being posted on the 

Church’s website, www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net.  Please let the editor know if 
any of the information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong 

or needs to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given 

in the magazine.  Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to 

appear on the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the 

editor. 

17 July 

   

HISTORICAL NOTES   
 
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 
households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 

1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  It straddles the 

A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway.  The parish registers date back to 1560, 

and the first recorded vicar to 1308.  The present church is thought to have been built 
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860.  The church has six bells, still 

regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire.  Some of the windows date from the 

14th and 15th centuries.  The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from 

an enemy bomb in 1941.  The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 
separate pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in 

newspaper.  The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-

box at the West end of the church. 

  
Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher 

Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark). 

July 2016: Issue No. 1084   

mailto:ccoslett@btinternet.com
mailto:rev_davideaton@hotmail.com
mailto:tccooke@btinternet.com
mailto:everett@leeds-family.co.uk
http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
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BRIDGE 
 

South leads a ♥ for a finesse (ie if West plays ♥Q on this lead, North 

wins with ♥A or ♥K: if West plays a low ♥, North wins the trick with 

♥J).  North now cashes his two remaining ♥ honours (South discarding a 
♦) and leads his fourth ♥ (South discarding another ♦).  East wins this 

trick but must now lead a ♠.  If he leads ♠K, South wins the last two tricks with ♠A 

and ♠Q: if instead East leads ♠J, South plays low, North wins that trick with ♠Q and 

South wins the last trick with ♠A. 

SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON PREVIOUS PAGES 

This month’s easier SUDOKU 

 CROSSWORD 

 

ACROSS: 1, Sabbatical. 7, Opinion. 8, Laing. 10, Olga.  

11, Galilean. 13, Sardis. 15, Severe. 17, Adultery. 18, Flea.  

21, Swazi. 22, Acetate. 23, Revelation.  
 

DOWN: 1, Sling. 2, Brim. 3, Annual. 4, Ill-timed. 5, Abilene.  

6, Colossians. 9, Gennesaret. 12, Diatribe. 14, Roulade. 16, Errata. 

19, Learn. 20, Levi. 

          

    W     

C R O S S 

    R     

    D     

Last month’s harder SUDOKU 

1 5 9 2 6 8 4 3 7 

2 7 3 1 5 4 6 8 9 

4 8 6 9 7 3 2 5 1 

7 4 2 6 8 5 1 9 3 

8 9 1 4 3 2 7 6 5 

6 3 5 7 1 9 8 2 4 

9 1 8 5 4 6 3 7 2 

5 6 4 3 2 7 9 1 8 

3 2 7 8 9 1 5 4 6 

4 9 3 6 1 5 8 7 2 

5 8 2 4 7 9 1 3 6 

7 1 6 2 3 8 9 4 5 

9 3 7 1 5 2 6 8 4 

8 2 1 7 6 4 5 9 3 

6 5 4 8 9 3 7 2 1 

2 7 5 3 8 6 4 1 9 

3 6 8 9 4 1 2 5 7 

1 4 9 5 2 7 3 6 8 
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“No Religion is the new Religion”  
 
Dear Everyone,  

 

For the last 1,700 years, to be English has meant to be Christian. This may have 

changed for ever.  
 

“No religion” has now apparently overtaken “Christian” as the majority position 

among white British people; and the younger they are, the more likely this is to be 

true, according to one survey.  The recent poll by “YouGov” for Linda Woodhead of 
Lancaster University shows that if you’re under 40 and British, you are far more 

likely to report being “no religion” than either Christian or anything else. What’s 

more, the children of no-religion parents are overwhelmingly likely to remain non-

religious themselves (95%).  These “nones”, as they are known in the jargon, are not 
all fervently atheist: only 40% are convinced that there is no God or “higher power”, 

and 5% of them are absolutely certain that He does exist.  

 

All this makes little sense if you think that religion is primarily a matter of belief.  
Current debate is just as much about religion being made up of practice, ritual and 

self-understanding as it is about theology.  

 

Encouraging young people to discuss issues of faith and ethics, to find out what they 
actually believe, can lead to engagement with and through many issues.  Our 

Diocesan vision is to set “Hearts on Fire”, serve our communities and share our Faith 

with joy and gladness. 

 
Perhaps our churches and the Church of England as we know it are on a steady 

decline and all we are really doing is preserving our quaint bit of picturesque village 

life... the church on the green!  

 
But we can respond to these statistics in our churches. If you are a regular worshipper 

in either of our churches you will know some of the challenges we face to balance 

the books and ‘keep the show on the road’, but it is not just about the bricks and 

http://www.britac.ac.uk/events/2016/Why_no_religion_is_the_new_religion.cfm
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/news/uk_news/Society/article1657457.ece


4     

ORGAN RECITAL 
 

On Saturday 1st October at 4.00 pm, Andrew Cantrill will give the next Organ 

Recital on our Kenneth Tickell organ.  Andrew has held cathedral positions in New 

Zealand at Wellington and the United States at Buffalo, and  is now Organist of The 
Royal Hospital School, Holbrook, Suffolk.  He played the old Betchworth organ as a 

teenager when he was still a pupil at Reigate Grammar School.  Admission: £12 

(Under 14s: £8) (includes glass of wine/soft drink).  Contact details:  843498 or 

betchworthchurchmusic@hotmail.co.uk 

mortar. To be a baptized member of the church is to be a disciple of Christ and with 

that comes the need to spread the Christian Gospel of Love and Hope so that lives 
can be transformed by the saving grace; to pass the message on by telling the stories 

to children, grandchildren, encouraging an awareness and participation in the life of 

the church and live out the greatest commandment “To love our neighbour as 

ourselves”. 
 

We are the church; as people Loving God, Walking with Jesus and being led by the 

spirit.  Part of this means releasing our gifts, talents and skills, seeing the potential in 

others, helping to renew vocations, and deepening our own discipleship.  
 

The General Synod of the Church of England has called upon all church communities 

to engage with “Renewal and Reform”.  The document states that, “Renewal and 

Reform seeks to bring a message of hope through changed lives and transformed 
communities as people of faith and people finding faith discover their vocation to 

love God and serve others. This loving service will find voice and expression in a 

myriad of ways but will be underpinned by justice, mercy and a humble walk with 

God.” 

 

If you are asked “what is your religion?” what do you reply?  If your reply is 

Christian can you help others come to know the love of God and empower them to 

explore what they really believe?   
 

If what we value is to inspire future generations it’s up to us to actually do that.  

 

Every Blessing.  May you return from the summer refreshed and renewed with 
“Hearts on Fire” 

 

Carol  
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Date Flowers Reader/Lesson  Sidesman/Procession  

3rd July  

Liz 

 

 

 

 

Caldwell 

Jean Cooke 

Ephesians  

2. 19-end 

8 
9.30 

Jean Cooke 

Philip Haynes 

Sue Haynes, David 
Sayce & Keith Billington  

10th July Jane England 

Colossians  

1. 1-14 

9.30 Jane England 

Caroline Gale, Pat 

Evans & Trevor Cooke 

17th July Colossians 
1.15-28 

8 Caroline Gale  

Ann  

 

 

Adams 

24th July Simon 

Thomas 

Col. 2.6-19 

9.30 Simon Thomas 

Keith Billington, Philip 

& Sue Haynes 

31st July Carol 

Leeds 

Colossians 
3.1-11 

8 David/Sally Sayce 

WHEN THE OVER-65’S DON’T WANT TO STOP 
 

Who wants to retire?  Not the half million over-65s who are currently still in work 

because they are enjoying it, or who have branched out into ‘dream jobs’ such as 

gardening or becoming an author.  Apparently this rise in ‘grey collar workers’ is 
down to the baby boomer generation having remained healthier for longer than their 

predecessors. 

 

A survey for LV=, the pension provider, has found that the most common 
occupations for the over-65s still in work and enjoying it were administration, 

farming, gardening, professional writing and being a lollipop man or woman. 
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SUDOKUS 
First a medium one.  Solution on page 34 

And now a trickier one.  Solution next month 

Solution 

on p.34 

BRIDGE  
 

South to lead in a NT 

contract.  How can  

N/S make 5 tricks 
against any defence? 

 

  NORTH 

 ♠ Q 2  
 ♥ A K J 2  

WEST ♦ - EAST 

♠ 10 ♣ - ♠ K J 

♥ Q 4 3   ♥ 10 9 8 7 

♦ A K SOUTH ♦ - 
♣ - ♠ A 3 ♣ - 

 ♥ 6 5 

 ♦ 3 2 

 ♣ - 

HOLIDAY SOOTHIES 
 

For dealing with motion 

sickness, ginger capsules are 

your new friend.  Available 
from any health store, they 

really calm upset tummies. 

 

For fever or frayed tempers, 
take some camomile tea bags 

with you.  Camomile tea 

doesn’t just calm your nerves; 

cooled down, the tea also 
soothes sunburn. 

 

For banning mosquitoes & 

insomnia, take some essential 
oil of lavender.  Mosquitoes 

hate the smell, so if you put a 

few drops around your pillow 

you can keep them at bay – 
and help yourself drift off to 

sleep. 

 9  6    7  

      1  6 

7    3   4  

   1 5    4 

 2      9 3 

6   8   7  1 

2 7        

    4  2 5  

   5   3  8 

   8 6   4  

2   7      

3 4     1   

  4 5 8   9  

  3    2  8 

   3      

 2    1 9   

9         

     9  3 4 
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Date  St Mary’s,  

 Buckland 

St Michael’s, 

Betchworth 

3rd July 8 

9.30 

HC (BCP) 

Parish Communion 

 

11 

 

Parish Communion 

10th July 8 

9.30 

HC (BCP) 

Iona Parish 
Communion 

11 Matins 

17th July 8 HC (BCP) 

 

10.30

5pm 

Joint Family Service 

Choral Evensong 

24th July 9.30 Parish Communion 8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Parish Communion 

31st July 8 

9.30 

HC (BCP) 

Parish Communion 

 

10.30 

 

Joint Parish Communion 

ATTEND CHURCH, LIVE LONGER 
 

Going to church can help you live longer.  That is the finding of a recent analysis of 

the lives of more than 74,000 women over a 16 year-period.   The more regular 

churchgoers were 33 per cent less likely to die during that time than those who never 
attended services.  Even those who go to church occasionally had better survival 

rates. 

 

The researchers at the TH Chan School of Public Health at Harvard suggested that 
the reasons might be that churchgoers smoked less, were less lonely and felt more 

optimistic about life.   
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July diary 
 

Page 

Wed 7th 7.45pm Women’s Institute 23 

Sat 9th 12 noon Grandparents’ Service 7 

Sun 10th 10am Pond clearance & Village tidy 12 

Fri 15th  6.30pm B&B Society BBQ on the green 24, 25 

Sun 24th 10.30 Pews discussion 8 

Mon 25th  St James the Apostle 18 

Tues 26th  Grandparents’ feast day 17 

Wed 28th 2-4pm St Michaels Drop-in 11 

...and see page 25 for events at Dorking Museum 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

BAPTISM 29th May   Jonah Nicholas Porter, St Michael’s 
 

MARRIAGE 27th May  Katie Spiller and Richard Johnson, St Michael’s 

 28th May  Olivia Jinks and Tristam Constant, St Michael’s 

 2nd June    Davina Alford and Chris Rawlings, St Michael’s  
 

We send our condolences to those who are bereaved at this time:  

 

FUNERALS  25th May Mr David George Lyng who died on 26th April,   

& MEMORIALS  aged 60, latterly of Bramble Wood Lodge,  
  Brockham, St Michael’s followed by Burial in the 

  Burial Ground 
 

BURIAL  23rd May Sheila Colville Biles who died 7th February aged 95, 

OF ASHES      St Michael’s.   
                                    

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

SWEETS 
 

I gave my four-year-old grand-daughter money for sweets and the church collection 

plate.  Later, seeing her enormous pile of sweets, I got suspicious and asked if she 

hadn’t also given some money to God in church that morning.  “No,” she replied 
sweetly, “He wasn’t there.” 
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PRAYER OF THE MONTH 
 

Give me, good Lord, a humble, lowly, 

quiet, peaceable, patient, charitable, kind, 

tender and pitiful mind; 
with all my works and all 

my words and all my 

thoughts to have a taste of 

the holy blessed spirit.   
 

Sir Thomas More 

 

GRACE OF THE MONTH 
 

Bless, O Lord, before we dine, 

Each dish of food, each glass of wine, 
And make us evermore aware,  

How much, O Lord, we’re in thy care. 

 
POEMS OF THE MONTH 

(both by Ogden Nash) 

 
Myself, I rather like the bat, 

It’s not a mouse, it’s not a rat. 

It has no feathers, yet has wings, 

It’s quite inaudible when it sings. 
It zigzags through the evening air 

And never lands on ladies’ hair, 

A fact of which men spend their lives 

Attempting to convince their wives. 

 

* * * * * * * 

 

Senescence begins 
And middle age ends 

The day your descendants 

Outnumber your friends. 

 
 

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 
 

The Bible tells us to love our 

neighbours, and also to love our 

enemies; probably because they 

are generally the same people. - 
 

 G.K. Chesterton 

 

One Sunday a farmer went to his country church and he and the preacher were the 

only people there. The preacher asked the farmer if he wanted him to go ahead and 
preach. The farmer said, "Well, if I went to feed my cattle and only one showed up, 

I'd certainly feed him." The preacher realized the truth of this, and was inspired to 

preach a blockbuster of a sermon.  Afterwards, he asked the farmer what he thought 

of it.  He answered, “Well, if I went to feed my cattle and only one showed up, I 

wouldn't feed him all the hay in one go.” 



30     

CROSSWORD Solution on page 34 

ACROSS 
1  Relating to the Jewish 
day of rest (10)  

7   Point of view 

(Matthew 22:17) (7)  

8   20th-century 
Brethren philanthropist 

whose construction 

company became one of 

the UK’s biggest, Sir 
John — (5)  

10   Girl’s name (4)  

11   Peter was accused 

of being one in the 
courtyard of the high 

priest’s house (Luke 

22:59) (8)  

13   The fifth of the 
‘seven  churches’  

(Revelation 3:1–6) (6)  

15  ‘Now the famine 

was — in Samaria’ (1 
Kings 18:2) (6)  

17   Banned by the seventh 

Commandment (Exodus 

20:14) (8)  
18   Insect most closely 

associated with itching (1 

Samuel 24:14) (4) 

21   Bantu tribe which 
gives its name to tiny 

landlocked country in 

southern Africa (5) 

22   Familiar material in 
churches that use an 

overhead projector (7)  

 

23   Last book of the Bible 
(10) 

 

 

DOWN 
1   The young David’s 

favourite weapon (1 

Samuel 17:40) (5)  

2   ‘Your vats will — over 
with new wine’ (Proverbs 

3:10) (4)  

3   Once yearly (Exodus 

30:10) (6)  
4   Milled it (anag.) (3-5) 

5   Region north of 

Damascus of which 

Lysanias was tetrarch 
(Luke 3:1) (7) 

6   Comes right after  

Philippians (10)  

9   Lake where the first 
disciples were called (Luke 

5:1–11) (10)  

12   Abusive outburst (8)  

14   Are loud (anag.) (7)  
16   Printing errors (6)  

19   ‘Take my yoke upon 

you and — from 

me’ (Matthew 11:29) (5)  
20  Jacob’s third son 

(Genesis 29:34) (4) 

7     

RECTOR TO BE HONORARY CANON  
OF SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL  

 
Our Rector, Carol Coslett, has been invited by Bishop Christopher Chessun, Bishop 

of Southwark, to be an Honorary Canon of Southwark Cathedral.  This is a great 

honour and mark of appreciation bestowed upon our Rector.  Carol will become a 

member of the College of Canons, and as such will have a stall in the cathedral, be 
invited to preach in the cathedral and preside once a year at a Eucharist.  Canons 

work as ambassadors for the Cathedral, the mother church of the diocese, being a 

channel of communication for the wider communities in which they serve.  

 
The installation service will be on 18th September at 3pm during Choral Evensong in 

Southwark Cathedral.  Members of both our parishes and congregations are invited to 

the service where the Dean, The Very Revd Andrew Nunn, looks forward to 

welcoming you.  Please let a churchwarden know if you would like to attend.  

GRANDPARENTS SERVICE 
 

Mothers’ Union and Sage (Southwark Spirituality and Age Group) are jointly hosting 

a service at the cathedral on Saturday 9th July at 12 noon in celebration of 
grandparents.  This has been inspired by reflection on the significance of 

grandparents in family life and their role in passing on our faith.   

 

The service will be an opportunity to remember our own grandparents with gratitude 
and to pray for today’s grandparents in all the joys and challenges that this role 

brings in contemporary society.  The Mothers’ Union choir will be leading the sung 

worship which includes a hymn specially written in celebration of grandparents for 

this service.  The Ven. Chris Skilton, Archdeacon of Croydon, will give the address. 
 

Before the service, there is the opportunity to join one of two workshops, which will 

run from 9.30 to 11.30 am.  These are 

 Play – sharing our faith as we care for our grandchildren – led by Jude Barker 
and Sarah Dawson 

 Sharing our faith with teenagers – led by Rev Anthony Buckley 

 
Places on the workshops are limited and booking is essential.  email 

ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org or Contact Caroline Wakelam-Jones on 

 020 7939 9475 

mailto:ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org
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 BUCKLAND FRONT PEWS 

 

In September 2013 St Mary’s PCC put forward the following resolution:  “That 

Buckland PCC apply for a Faculty to remove the two front pews to allow for a more 

flexible space”.  The Resolution was carried by 5 to 1. 
 

Since then no progress has been made, partly because The Rector was seconded to 

Merstham during 2014 and 2015.  We are now in a position to revisit the proposal 

and as some of you might not be aware of the background here is an extract from the 
magazine article that was put forward in 2013. 

 

It stated that:  “For some time now it has been suggested that we look at creating a 

little more space in Buckland church.  We struggle to logistically provide space for a 
wheelchair or pushchair for services, and musicians for our family services find that 

there is not enough space for music stands and to safely put their instruments.  Also 

for weddings, it is rather embarrassing but the space in the front for Best man and 

Bride and Groom is considerably tight with the Lectern as well. 
 

In the Annual Reports since 2010  it has been noted that the PCC were considering   

“Adapting or “Re-ordering” how we use the space inside church especially for 

use during Family services: this might include being ready to remove some front 
pews to create space.”   

 

This proposal and suggestion came out of a visionary exercise that both parishes 

were involved in with the diocese.  From this time we have considered the idea more 
seriously which has involved a meeting with the Archdeacon and the Diocesan 

Advisory Committee and our Architect.  All parties concerned have visited the 

church and submitted reports. We have also contacted Mole Valley, the Victorian 

Society and English Heritage.  All will offer us their support.  
 

As yet we have not got any further except to receive some quotes from expert 

Carpenters and Joiners as to how best this removal could be achieved.  We all feel 

that we do not wish to upset the historical or aesthetic appearance of Buckland 
church and value the importance of the architectural appearance of the church as a 

very fine example, almost a “Little Gem” of Victorian Reordering.  However on 

balance between assessing the needs of the worshipping community, the need for the 

church to be accessible to many different people and relevant to our life in the 21st 
Century, the PCC have thought to pursue this proposal further.  

 

The reason for putting this in the magazine is to offer another opportunity for a wider 

consultation.  We would like to invite interested parties to attend an open discussion 
on the issue after the 9.30 am morning service on 24th July. The meeting will last no 

longer than an hour, so from 10.30-11.30.  
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MUSIC IN DORKING 
 

2nd at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free, 01306 884229 

2nd at 6.30, concert at Leith Hill Place, £18, 0844 249 1895 

2nd at 7.30, Rhythm of the Dance at Dorking Halls, £25.50, 01306 881717 
2nd at 8.00, Holmbury St Mary choral society at St James, Abinger Common, £15, 

01306 730382 

5th 12th 19th 26th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, 07415 815784 

9th at 7.30, Surrey Festival Choir at Dorking Halls, £15-25, 01306 881717 
9th at 8.00, Bookham choral society at St Nicolas, Bookham, £10, 01372 375644 

12th at 5.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

13th at 2.30, concert at Leith Hill Place, £18, 0844 249 1895 

23rd at 6.30, concert at Leith Hill Place, £18, 0844 249 1895 
23rd at 7.00, André Rieu concert screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717 

 

Starting with choral music, the Holmbury St Mary choral society presents a summer 

concert of Shakespeare in Song. Conducted by Amy Bebbington, and 
with double bassist Malcolm Creese and pianist Helen Wharmby, the 

choir will present George Shearing’s well-known Songs and Sonnets 

and John Rutter’s delightful set of Birthday Madrigals.  The 

programme also includes music by Will Todd, and texts from The 
Tempest set to music. Light refreshments will be served afterwards. 

 

Bookham choral society’s concert is entitled ‘Animal Crackers’ and it features a 

menagerie of animal-themed works by Britten, Bob Chilcott and Eric Whitacre.  The 
Surrey Festival Choir will perform Brahms’ deeply personal German Requiem along 

with Dvořák’s dramatic and beautiful Te Deum. 

 

There are several concerts at Leith Hill Place, the childhood home of Ralph Vaughan 
Williams.  These are arranged in association with the Royal College of Music and 

details of the performers and programmes will be available on the website. 

 

Dorking Halls has two event screenings this month.  From Glyndebourne comes 
Wagner’s The Mastersingers of Nuremburg, a very enjoyable and comic tale about 

the mediaeval Mastersingers and their great song contest.   

 

Watermill Jazz meets every Tuesday evening at the Betchworth Park golf club, 
bringing the best of jazz to Dorking.  And this month’s lunchtime recital at St 

Martin’s will be given by the DCO Wind Quintet, a group of 

players who are the wind principals of the Dorking Chamber 

Orchestra.  Comprising flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon and horn, 
they will play a programme including a quintet by Franz Danzi and a suite of Dutch 

folksongs by Hugo de Groot. 
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ONE WORLD GROUP 
 

On Friday 27th May an enthusiastic audience was treated to an 

evening of readings and music based around food and drink.  The 

ensemble comprised Fiona Hooper, Carol Hall, Anne Mitchell, Fred 
Harrison and Reuben Suckling.   

 

Part One presented songs and readings from around the world.  The Scarborough Fair 

duet by Anne and Reuben was beautifully harmonious.  Magwitch’s dinner was 
really brought to life by Fiona. 

 

Anne gave an amusing rendition of ‘Two little sausages’. Also amusing was Fiona’s 

extract from Hilary Mantel’s ‘Eight months on Ghazzah Street’ hosting a dinner 
party where the supposed  non-stick surface of the saucepan dispensed itself in little 

pieces in all the dishes. 

 

Fred really enjoyed treating us to Turducken which included a camel and an antelope 
in a similar type of dish to turkey stuffed with duck then chicken for example. 

 

At the interval, the audience was treated to wine and delicious sandwiches kindly 

supplied by Sarah from the Plough at Leigh. 
 

Part Two moved on to puddings.  Several poems stood out including ‘How to make 

an apple crumble’ by Cathy Crindrod; ‘How to cut a pomegranate’ by Imtiaz Dharker 

and an expert from ‘Goblin Market’ by Christina Rossetti. 
 

In the section on drink, Fred gave a most convincing performance of ’Starkle Starkle’ 

by Anon where he had had far too much to drink and slurred his words like there was 

no tomorrow.  There was rousing audience participation with three drinking songs. 
 

The conclusion started with ‘Deep in our Refrigerator’ by Jack Prelutzki.  No doubt 

there was much vetting of refrigerators when the audience arrived home! 

 
The final reading was ‘Hunger’ by Lawrence Binyon read very movingly by Fred.  

This really spoke to the audience and was a very chilling finale. 

 

A big thank you to all the readers and musicians who put together and delivered such 
a well thought out and varied programme.   

 

The amazing sum of £600 was raised by Fiona and her group in aid of ‘Money for 

Madagascar.’ 
 

Ann Adams 
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BISHOP’S LETTER 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 
First of all, my thanks to you for all that you have done to help to ensure that the 

pledges for the 2016 Diocesan budget have surpassed the £16.1m target we set.   

This response is a cause for much thanks to God for his graciousness to us and we 

continue to pray for God’s wisdom and love as we begin to see the monies pledged 
come in.  It is now time to begin to think about the pledges that we each need to 

make for 2017 and I want to encourage you to once again consider prayerfully and 

deeply God’s generosity to us and the generosity that this demands from us in 

response.  As I visit parishes and schools around the Diocese I am constantly struck 
by the vibrancy and diversity of our lives together.  It seems to me that in Southwark 

Diocese we really work hard at living out the verses of Paul to the Romans on grace, 

resilience and perseverance.  

 
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 

stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but 

we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit that has been given to us.” Romans 5: 1-5  

 
It is so important to our communities that our churches and priests, lay workers and 

people are in each parish to share God’s love and concern with our needy world. 

During 2015 we saw the plight of those who are refugees, but we also saw the plight 

of those in some of our own communities where they do not have enough food, or are 
homeless or unemployed and beginning to lose hope. This is where our churches can 

be so important as they provide networks of friendship and support in Gospel 

outreach to those who are most in need of God’s love and Good News in our 

parishes.  I hope and pray that the pledges which your parishes will make for 2017 
will be generous once again so that we can continue to extend God’s mission here in 

South London and East Surrey.  

 

With my thanks to you all for all you do as we share God’s word to a needy people.   

                                                                                              

See next page for our response to the Bishop’s letter 
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CHURCH WINDOWS: NORTH WINDOW   
(OPPOSITE THE MAIN DOOR) 

 

These windows (right) are believed to be the oldest in St. 
Mary’s Church, dating from the 14th century.  One depicts 

St Peter (Sanctus Peteus) in blue and yellow robes holding 

the ‘keys of heaven’ in his hand.   The second depicts St 

Paul (Sanctus Paulus) in red and white robes holding the 
‘sword of the spirit’. Nairn (1971) considers this glass as 

‘about the best in the country’.   During the war, these two 

windows (plus the small window above the pulpit) were 

removed for safe keeping, being replaced in 1945 (BPM, 
December 1945). 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE PARISH SUPPORT FUND 
(see Bishop’s letter on previous page) 

 

In 2015 all parishes were given details of the new Parish Support Fund to start in 

2016.  Both our churches have had information leaflets available explaining the 
scheme.  It is a generosity-based pledge scheme which funds ministry across the 

Diocese, and has as one of its aims self-sufficiency in funding ministry in each 

benefice.  St Michael’s and St Mary’s PCCs have each made a pledge for 2017, but 

with the current level of giving through standing orders, direct debits, and collections 
at church services, it does not reach the amount that will support our full time priest 

in the benefice. 

 

So if you feel that you might be able to give more generously, or review how you 
give to the church, perhaps by setting up a standing order, or committing to a regular 

monthly amount, please do contact our treasurers: Charles Hardy and Trevor Cooke: 

they will be very pleased to hear from you.  

 
To find out more go to: psf@southwark.anglican.org  

CHRISTIAN AID 
 

A big thank you to all who contributed to Christian Aid this year, both through 

envelopes and church collections, and an even bigger thank you to my wonderful 

team of collectors. We raised a total, with Gift Aid, of £1,506.41.  Well done 
everyone. 

     Liz Vahey 
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♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB  ♦ ♣ 
 

Recent winners are as follows: 

 
26th May: N/S: Diana & David Watson 

 E/W: Roberta & Douglas Rounthwaite 

2nd June: N/S: Gloria Whitwell & Richard Wheen 

 E/W: Richard Pocock & Geoff Woodcock 
9th June: N/S: Keith Willey & David Watson 

 E/W: Ruzena Cates & Richard Wheen 

16th June: N/S: Diana & David Watson 

 E/W: Pat Davey & John Mitchell 
 

Congratulations to all concerned.   We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room 

each Thursday and start at 2.15, but please arrive and sit down no later than 2.05pm.  

For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland. 
 

Please do not park in front of the village shop or block access to Dungates Lane or to 

houses in the area. 

Richard Wheen 

 

 

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 

Brockham Green Horticultural Society’s Autumn Show is being held on Saturday 

24th September at Betchworth Village War Memorial Hall.  We look forward to keen 

gardeners, young and old, entering their produce and flowers this Autumn.   
 

There are classes for keen cooks, flower arrangers, photographers and makers of 

homemade wine and beer,  plus a range of craft categories, to attract those who enjoy 

drawing, painting and generally making things. 
   

The Junior Section, which was very popular last year, offers a variety of classes for 

the under 5’s up to 16 year olds.  These categories are for those who have an interest 

in painting or drawing, making models either out of clay or other materials and for 
budding young botanists. 

 

The Show schedule provides all the information required and entry forms.  We are 

looking forward to a bumper crop of entries. Please note that Members only are 
eligible to enter the Show but we urge any non- members to join the Society so they 

can enter  into the fun of exhibiting in the future.  Everyone is welcome to come 

along and view the exhibits from 2.30 – 4pm and marvel at the growing and creative 

skills of our membership. 
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ORGAN RECITAL AT ST MICHAELS ON 21ST MAY 
 

If ever justification was needed for the purchase of a new 

pipe organ in a country church, it was surely in this recital 

given by the international concert organist Margaret 
Phillips.  A packed church witnessed a concert by a 

musician of the highest class, who plays in cathedrals and 

concert halls the world over and shortly can be heard in 

London’s Royal Festival Hall.  
 

The programme was carefully chosen to demonstrate music from the Baroque to the 

modern, including some full blooded 19th century pieces.  That great master of the 

organ, both as a player and composer, J. S. Bach, was represented by the first of the 
Leipzig Chorale Preludes – the Fantasia on “Komm, Heiliger Geist” - where the 

chorale tune is heard played on the pedals against figurations on the manuals, clearly 

signifying the rushing wind of the Holy Ghost.  The same Chorale was also heard in 

the setting by Bach’s contemporary Dietrich Buxtehude whose reputation was such 
that the younger man walked some 200 miles to Lübeck to hear him play! 

 

Christopher Slater 

US ELECTION 
 

This month America chooses it two nominees for President.  On 18 th - 21st July, the 

2016 Republican National Convention will be held in Cleveland.  On 25 - 28th July, 

The Democrat National Convention is held in Philadelphia. With this in mind…. 

 Nearly all men can stand adversity, 

but if you want to test a man’s 
character, give him power. - Abraham 

Lincoln 

 Self-praise is no recommendation.  - 
Anon 

 Being a character and having a 

character are NOT the same thing. - 

Anon 

 Only those who do not desire power 

are fit to hold it. - Plato 

 Greatness lies not in being strong, but 
in the right use of strength.  - Anon. 

 Power intoxicates men. - James F. 

Byrnes 

 It’s dangerous to try and be number 

one, because it’s next to nothing. - 
Anon 

 Your ambition, not your words, are 

your real creed.  - Anon 

 It is easier to look wise than to talk 

wisely. – Ambrose 

 Truth needs no flowers of speech.  - 
Alexander Pope 

 Nothing recedes like success.  - W. 

Winchell 

 Never expect to govern others until 

you have learned to govern yourself.  

- Anon 
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ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN    
                                            

The Drop-In has been running for four years, providing a meeting 

place for villagers and visitors from 2 – 4pm on the 4th Wednesday  

of each month at The Hamilton Room, Church Street, Betchworth. 
  

Thanks to donations we have been able to support various charities, including 

WaterAid – with an Aquabox – Alzheimers Society, Redhill Night Shelter and Day 

Centre, and Sebastian’s Trust who support the families of terminally sick children.  
  

I should also thank those who enable this to take place, including Anne, June, Linda, 

Carol, Liz, Brenda and Barbara, our prime cake baker for the past three years.  Our 

next date is 28th July.  All are welcome at any time in the afternoon.  If you would 
like transport, please contact Margaret Miller on  842098.         

Margaret Miller 

ARTICLES FOR THE MAGAZINE - AN APPEAL 
 

Increasingly people submitting articles for the magazine send them to the editor by  

e-mail.  This is welcome if the wording of the article is (in order of preference): 

 

 in a separate attachment in Microsoft Publisher format; or 

 in a separate attachment in Microsoft Word format; or  

 in the email itself (ie not in an attachment).   
 

The point being that the editor can then edit, enlarge, reduce or change the font of the 

wording of your document, as is often necessary. 

  
Pictures and logos are also most welcome.  However problems arise when people 

send in an attachment which contains both text and one or more pictures (eg in pdf 

format) such that the editor cannot separate the text from the picture(s) and therefore 

cannot edit the article or change its shape. 
  

Please, therefore, avoid sending text and pictures in the same attachment (unless the 

format is Microsoft Publisher or Word).  The editor reserves the right to reject any 

article for the magazine submitted in pdf format or otherwise which he cannot edit.   
  

So please humour the editor and save him tearing his hair out.  Thanks.  

 R.F.W. 
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE  
 

Pond Clearance and Village Tidy - Sunday 10th July 2016 
Following the success of last year’s event we are hoping a low water level in the 

pond will allow us to reduce the new growth of unwanted vegetation, principally 
around the water edge.  Please meet us by the Pond in time for a short safety briefing 

at 10am from Simon Elson, a Reigate Area Conservation Volunteer who leads our 

activities for the Village Pond and Green.   

 
If you are keen to help in the pond, bring waders (if you can), a spade, a bucket (or 

plastic trug) suitable to use in the pond,  and a wheelbarrow. 

 

There will be tasks suitable for those who would prefer to help with tasks on dry 
land, so come along armed with gardening gloves and hand tools to help.  

 

If you do not feel you can make it to the pond you can still contribute to the village 

tidy on (or close to) 10th July.  You can help everyone by taking time to prune any 
plants rooted in your land that have grown beyond the boundary of your property.  So 

please walk around your property perimeter as it may be that you have not spotted 

vegetation escaping over a wall or fence at the bottom of your garden or a build-up of 

debris obstructing a footpath or the highway. 
 

Village Events 

On Sunday 12th June the rainclouds cleared in time for the Big Buckland Picnic and 

the church bells were rung to welcome everyone arriving for the event.  As tables 
were prepared and food laid out several villagers took the opportunity to visit the bell 

tower, climb the ladder into the belfry to view the bells and tried their hand at ringing 

one of the six bells. A variety of picnics from cream teas to three course BBQ meals 

were enjoyed, a toast to HM The Queen was proposed and a selection of cakes were 
shared. [See page 19 for the experiences of one villager who got sodden in London 

instead of keeping dry under cover on the Green.] 

 

A big thank you to Debbie and Fiona who volunteered to help the PC arrange the 
picnic, to Chas and Alan who were very quickly recruited, to Nigel and Wendy and 

to everyone else who helped on the day [including especially Sheena herself - Ed].   

 

If you have an idea for a village event that you would like to help the PC to arrange 
please let me or one of the councillors know. 

 

And, lastly, a date for your diary.  The 2017 Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 

7.30pm on Monday 20th March 2017, in the Reading Room, Old Road. 
 

Sheena Boyce, Clerk   Email: bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN JULY 
 

Telling the local story  Dorking Museum has been attracting praise for one of its 

successful ventures – The Cockerel Press, established in 2013 to publish books with 

a specific local interest.  Some are written by Museum volunteers, others happen 
when an author puts forward an idea they have already researched. 

 

Recent volumes, available from the Museum and local shops, include Susannah 

Horne’s ‘Early Medieval Dorking’, covering 600 - 1200 AD; David Drummond’s 
‘Mole Valley Open Gardens’ and Albert Bird’s ‘A History of Brockham Park’, from 

Victorian mansion to award-winning laboratory. 

 

Cockerel Press is happy to consider suggestions for new publications.  Please contact 
Susannah Horne at Dorking Museum (e-mail admin@dorkingmuseum. org.uk). 

 

A last chance to see our current exhibition, “Dorking High Street: Chaos and 

Commerce”, paintings and archive photographs, open Thursday to Saturday, 10am-
4pm, until 23rd July.   

 

Family Activity, Saturday 16th July: ‘Take Part Art’, help create a unique artwork 

of embossed metal foil tiles based on patterns found in the Museum or around 
Dorking.  Drop in between 2pm and 3.30pm.  Ideal for children up to age ten.   

 

The ‘Take Part Art’ artwork, created at local schools and Family Activities, will be 

displayed in the Museum from Thursday 28th July to the end of September.   
 

Group bookings available for South Street Caves tours and Guided Walks of 

Dorking and individual bookings for the Caves Open Day. Saturday 30th July.  

Visit www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk or e-mail admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk 

      THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY 
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth & Buckland  

 

SUMMER BBQ BUCKLAND GREEN  
 

Friday 15th July on Buckland Green from 6:30pm 

 

Tickets £10 for members, £12 for non-members. Children under 12 half price.  
Booking: contact Fiona Brindley  841005  email:bbsociety@aol.co.uk 
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THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY 
 

Continued from previous page 

 

Senior General Valuer from Bonhams, to the Valuations Tea Party.  Members 
brought a huge variety of antiques and objets d’art for Steven to value, from a 

Napoleonic cavalry helmet to a snuff box.  Steven’s commentary on all the items was 

very informative and some valuations left members feeling richer!   

 
The guest speaker at the Society’s AGM in May was Peter Barclay, Vice Chairman 

of the GACC, who gave members an update on progress of the decision about airport 

expansion and provided an insight into the state of the aviation industry and whether 

there is any real need to expand runway capacity.   
 

There is still to come: on 15th July the Summer BBQ (Buckland Green), 14th 

November the Autumn Lecture (Nicholas Owen, journalist and broadcaster), 18th 

November the Annual Dinner and 18th December the Christmas Drinks Party. Come 
and join us. 

 

T.C.        
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NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Once again we approach the end of 

another academic year that has seen 
the school continue to go from strength 
to strength and increase in popularity.  

Virtually all of our classes 
are full and we now have 
waiting lists for some year 

groups. 
 
I wrote in May of our 

school Values which we will 
focus on through the next 
school year.  Since then we 

have also completed a review of our 
School Aims and Vision Statement.  The 

new Aims of our school are to ensure 
that: 

 We care for each other 

 We are encouraged to make good 
choices 

 We are all different but everyone 
gets treated the same, no matter 
how we look or think 

 Our teachers help us to get where 
we need to be.  They help us in ways 
we understand the most 

 

 Our school is creative, exciting, 
positive and fun 

Be the best you can be, every day 
 

Our year 6 pupils are 
looking forward to visiting 

their new secondary 
schools; most of our pupils 
are heading for The Priory 

or Ashcombe in Dorking.  
On the same day our new 
year 3 pupils from 

Newdigate and Charlwood 
and our Leigh site will join us for the 

day and will spend time getting to know 
our Brockham site and meeting their 
new teacher.  We are also looking 

forward to welcoming 60 new children 
into our reception classes at 
Betchworth and Brockham.  We have a 

carefully planned induction programme 
for our youngest pupils ensuring a 
smooth and happy introduction into 

their first school. 
 

Jane Douglass, Headteacher, 

 North Downs Primary School 

The wife of a banker asked him why he seemed a bit down.  He replied: "I'm a 

walking economy!  My hairline is in recession, my stomach is a victim of inflation, 
and both of these together are putting me into a deep depression.” 
 

Sometimes I think I understand everything - but then I regain consciousness. 
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Recent and up and coming events  

What a wonderful “Great British Ball” 

we had with 30 Auction 
prizes all generously donated 
from local businesses.  

Combined with ticket sales, 
games and raffles we were 
able to raise enough funds to 

buy the school a further two 
interactive classroom screens, we hope 

to raise enough to have them in all 
classes before long.   
 

FONDS were delighted to be part of 
the Charity Plant Sale this year. The 
process and event was hugely enjoyed 

by everyone and we felt it encapsulated 
the wonderful community spirit of 

Leigh beautifully. The children at the 
school thoroughly enjoyed their 

planting/growing experiences 
generated through the sale!  
We’re already planning for 

next year’s (20th May) 
contribution already! 
 

We are now looking forward 
to having a stall at the Brockham 

Village Fair on 16th July and being part 
of the LDCGS Summer show on the 
23rd July where you will find us with 

our Bouncy Castle and stall.  Dates and 
further details to follow on our school 
website. 

Enquiries:  843384 
fonds@northdowns.surrey.sch.uk  

FRIENDS OF NORTH DOWNS SCHOOL 
 

FONDS is a group run by the parents of children attending North Downs Primary 
School which is locally based out of Betchworth, Brockham & Leigh. 

THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S 

 

On Friday 10th June Roger and Alexandra Daniell hosted yet another first class  
wine-tasting at Glebe House in aid of the Friends.  This time we enjoyed 
Australian and New Zealand wines, very knowledgeably presented by son Nick 

Daniell.  After the tasting we were treated to a delicious lamb stew cooked by 
Alexandra Daniell. 

 

The tasting raised a total of just over £200 for the 
Friends.  Many thanks to the Daniell family for laying 
this on and for entertaining us so royally. 
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THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY 
 

Formed in the 1950s to help protect and conserve the quality of life in Betchworth & 

Buckland, the Society has had a very successful first half of 2016.  While 

maintaining a watching brief on developments in the two villages and supporting 
initiatives which chime with the Society’s objectives, the committee has hosted a full 

programme of social events, providing members with opportunities to get together.  

 

The ever popular Quiz Night (plus supper) in February saw eleven teams of eight 
fight it out with quizmaster Charles Hardy wanting answers like 3.14159 and Lady 

Gaga (I can’t remember the questions).  In April we welcomed Steven Stockton,  

 

Continued on next page 

Speaker Maggie Stoker from Pets As 

Therapy (PAT) came to our June meeting 
in  the company of Alfie, a shorthaired 

marmalade cat.   Originally a rescue cat, 

he has been with owner 

Maggie for six years and is 
very happily settled in his 

role as a PAT visitor.   Pets 

As Therapy, now a 

nationwide charity, began 
in 1983 when its founder, 

walking her dog, noticed 

how people stopped to talk 

(mostly to the dog):  thus the idea of 
introducing dogs as therapy was born, for 

people to stroke and relax over a short 

chat with the owner.   Volunteers take 

their own dogs, and more recently cats.  
Animals need to be happy and healthy 

and have a calm temperament and are 

required to have a strict health check each 

year.   About 4,500 PAT dogs now visit 
hospices, care homes, day centres, special 

schools and some prisons, with about 100 

cats now active.   Nearly three million 

people get a PAT visit in a year. 

 
Alfie graciously accepted the adulation of 

the audience and posed for a photograph 

with his owner, who gave 

an interesting and 
entertaining talk. 

 

An unusual calm settled on 

members which we put 
down to the soothing effect 

of the cat's presence   A tea 

break, the raffle and 

competition results, followed by 
President Mary Clark, reminding us of 

our duties for our Teas On The Green on 

21st August, soon brought a lively 

atmosphere and we look forward to a talk 
and film by The Grange, Bookham, on 

7th July, 7.45 pm at the Hamilton Room, 

Betchworth.  

 
Come and join us. 

 

Pam Patch 

PEBBLECOMBE W.I. AT BETCHWORTH 

mailto:fonds@northdowns.surrey.sch.uk
http://www.dartington.co.uk/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/w/i/wine-master-bordeaux_1.jpg
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BUCKLAND FLOWER FESTIVAL, ART EXHIBITION & SALE 
 

Sat 27th August 10 am – 5 pm, Sun 28th August 11am – 4 pm, Mon 29th August 

10am – 4pm 

 
A spectacular Flower Festival will be held at St Mary’s Church over the August 

Bank Holiday Weekend.   

 

See an amazing transformation of the Church and enjoy 
wonderfully coloured and scented displays 

Visit the Art Exhibition & Sale in the Reading 

Room, all work by local artists  

Treat yourself to some delicious refreshments 
 

Please make a note in your diaries to ensure you are 

free to enjoy this wonderful village event and spread the 

word to family and friends – everyone is very welcome! 
 

We are looking for volunteers. If you are able to offer assistance, at any 

point during the weekend, either in the Church, at the Art Exhibition, or with 

refreshments, please speak to Gaynor Day ( 843913) or Everett Leeds ( 247399) 
or send an email to either gaynorlday@icloud.com or everett@leeds-family.co.uk 

COUPLES 

 

A husband and wife go to a counselor after 15 years of marriage. The counselor asks 

them what the problem is and the wife goes into a tirade listing every problem they 

have ever had in the 15 years they've been married.  She goes on and on and on. 
Finally, the counselor gets up, goes around the desk, embraces the woman and kisses 

her passionately. The woman shuts up and sits quietly in a daze.  The counselor turns 

to the husband and says "that is what your wife needs at least three times a week. 

Can you do that?" The husband thinks for a moment and replies, "Well, I can get her 
here on Monday and Wednesdays.....but on Fridays I play golf." 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Two television aerials met one day and fell madly in love with each other.  
Eventually they decided to get married and booked the local Church.  Apparently the 

service was not up to much but the reception was excellent. 
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES FOR BETCHWORTH  

AND BUCKLAND SUMMER HOLIDAYS 2016 
 

Please note; children must be accompanied by a responsible adult and best suited 
to 2-8 year olds, although all welcome.  If weather looks likely to affect any of 
the activities, please check with the organiser on the day 
 

Thursday 11th August: Priory Farm Discovery Trail Walk & 

Picnic.  Outdoor Trail.  Bring a picnic lunch.  Meet at Discovery 

Trail Kiosk at 10am, Sandy Lane, South Nutfield, Redhill, 
Surrey RH1 4EJ (suitable for buggies and toddlers) Approx. 
£2.50per child.    

 
Tuesday 23rd August: Walk to Victory Garden, Buckland 
Walk down Rectory Lane and visit the new Victory Garden and hear all 
about family survival during the war.   Meet at The War Memorial on 
Buckland Green at 2.30pm. 

 

Thursday 1st Sept: Dorking Fire Station Tour Guided tour of 
our local fire station.  Meet at The Fire Station, North 

Holmwood at 10am.  Strict limitations on places, so please book 
in advance:   katherineburgess2003@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Please contact Catriona Martin to pre-book walks and check the weather on the 
day  07710 498591/catdawes@aol.com 

mailto:gaynorlday@icloud.com
mailto:everett@leeds%1efamily.co.uk
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Are you over 18 years old and looking to get more involved with your local 

community?  Do you enjoy working with young people and children?  Are you 
passionate about big issues affecting society today and building children’s 
awareness and self-confidence to cope with the challenges of tomorrow? 

 
If this sounds like you, Girl Guiding needs you! 
 

What does this entail? 

• Helping organise and supervise session activities (with help from other 
dedicated volunteers); 

• Ensuring the group is run in accordance with the aims and principles of Girl 
Guiding UK; 
• General administrative duties; 

• Being able to co-ordinate the efforts of other volunteers to create rotas and 
session plans. 

 
Training through induction sessions will be provided by Girl Guiding UK and 
supported by current volunteers every step of the way!  

We anticipate that this role will require volunteers to dedicate 1-2 hrs/week. 
 
If you are a good communicator looking to make a difference who shares our 

values of peace, co-operation and equality, Girl Guiding UK (Leith Hill Division, 
Dorking) invites you to get in touch:  dorkingdownsdc@hotmail.com   

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN THE LEADERSHIP TEAM FOR 

RAINBOWS, BROWNIES, GUIDES OR SENIOR SECTION 
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The Rectory, St James the Least of All 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 

 

So, now you have enjoyed your first Summer Fete, don’t say I didn’t warn you. It 

may be small consolation, but remember that they only happen once a year - although 
in your case, you still have another 40 to endure before retirement. 

 

I negotiated our own last week. As usual, the band from our neighbouring parish of 

St. Eusebius played.  There has been much bad blood in the past between our two 
villages.  The trouble started on the day that St. James the Least of All never told St. 

Eusebius that the Vikings were coming up the river.  We may have long since buried 

the hatchet, but both sides remember where they put it. 

 
Tension between the two communities down the centuries has moved on from 

occasional slaughter to something a little more refined.  Just as I began my opening 

speech to crown the Rose Queen, the band struck up with the National Anthem. 

When the hog roast started, they played “smoke gets in your eyes” and when it came 
to the necessary music for the maypole dancing, they all disappeared into the beer 

tent. 

 

With great Christian charity, we shall bide our time.  In September we have the 
annual football match between the two churches’ Servers.   Last year, in addition to 

winning the match, the St. James’ boys sent three of their side off with concussion. 

Naturally, I visited them in hospital. 

 
Miss Prendergast, as always, played Gypsy Rose Lee.  If the tall, dark, dear lady tells 

me one more time that I am about to find romance with a tall dark lady, while she 

flutters her eyelashes at me, I swear I shall throttle her with a bell rope.  Besides, I 

already have a beautiful dark lady in my life - and my Labrador is devoted to me. 
 

The only real hiccough came when I bought twelve packets of fudge from Mrs 

Masheder to present to our choirboys.  Yet again, she had misread salt for sugar in 

the recipe.  After I presented the packets at Mattins the following day, a formal 
complaint was rapidly made by a parent to the police that the Rector was attempting 

to poison their son.  But as I explained to the officer, if I had intended to poison 

anyone, I would have done it far more discreetly - and infinitely more efficiently.  

 
I toy with that possibility for Mrs Masheder before next year’s Fete. 

 

Your loving uncle, 

 
Eustace 

mailto:dorkingdownsdc@hotmail.com
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REIGATE DEANERY QUIZ NIGHT 
 

 With FISH AND CHIP SUPPER 

 

24th SEPTEMBER 2016 at ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH HALL 
COST: £7.50.  TIME: 7.30pm.  TEAMS OF SIX 

(but don’t worry if you can’t make six - we will help you  

on the night) 

 
 Please send numbers and cheques, made payable to Reigate 

Deanery, to Christine Elliott at 2 Wray Lane, Reigate RH2 0HS no 

later than 10th September 2016 

JULY GARDEN NOTES 
 

Midsummer has arrived. The high-maintenance spring months with regular mowing, 

weeding, mulching and planting out vegetables, bedding plants and perennials have 

given way to warmer and dryer conditions.  It’s now time to enjoy the best of your 
garden and leave major planting projects until September.  

 

However, as always there are still regular smaller jobs to be done.   

 Slugs and snails have proliferated this year with mild and damp conditions in the 
spring. Search out their hiding places under lush foliage, dispose of as many as 

possible and place “slug pubs” or scatter pellets to round up the remainder.  

 Spray a spot-weed lawn weedkiller on the inevitable rogues which appear in the 
grass. It’s best not to use granular feed and weed products in the height of 

summer, as these may scorch unless the weather is very damp. Resist the 

temptation to leave the collecting box off the mower:  regular clippings left on a 

lawn will lead to build-up of unwanted thatch and weed seedlings. Many lawns 
have had a great deal of moss to contend with this year so it’s best to keep the soil 

as clear as possible.  

 Dead-head plants as required to stimulate new growth.  Many roses and bedding 

plants will continue to flower well into September if they are nurtured and well-
fed.  

 Provide supports for tall and ungainly perennials to keep them under control. 

Delphiniums, peonies and dahlias will usually need a helping hand.  

 Remember to top up bird baths to keep wildlife happy. It’s best to regularly scrub 

them to remove dirt and algae. Ponds also often need extra water in the summer. 

If Blanket weed is a problem, it can be controlled naturally with nets of barley 

straw.  
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries 
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Children’s page 
GRANDPARENTS 

 
26th July is the feast day of St 
Joachim and St Ann – and you are 

probably asking, who are they?  Legend 
says that these are the names of Jesus’ 
grand-parents, his mother’s father and 

mother.  If these are their real names 
or not it doesn’t matter: what does 
matter is that Mary’s parents brought 

her up to be a very special person; 
someone who was calm in a crisis and 
loved her family.  And this comes from 

being part of a close-knit, loving family. 
 
26th July is 

the ‘feast of 
grand-

parents’. It 
reminds all 
grand-parents 

of their responsibility for generations 
to come; to make family traditions and 
history live.  

 
But the feast has a meaning for the 
younger family members as well.  It 

reminds younger people that older 
people’s wealth of experience is to be 
celebrated and appreciated.  

 
And we do, don’t we? 

IT’S ALL RELATIVE 
 

All these people in the Bible are 
related. Do you know how? Answers 

below. 
 

Mary and Martha (Luke, chapter 10) 
Saul and Jonathon (1 Samuel, chapter 

14) 

Naomi and Ruth (Ruth, chapter 1) 
Lois, Eunice and Timothy (2 Timothy, 

chapter 1) 

Joseph and Benjamin (Genesis, chapter 
42) 

Aquila and Priscilla (Acts, chapter 18) 

Simon Peter and Andrew (Mathew, 
chapter 4) 

 
Why should Elijah’s parents be 

remembered by all business people? 

Because they made a prophet. 
 

How long did Cain hate his brother? 

As long as he was Abel. 

Answers: 1.sisters  2.father and son  

3.mother-in-law and daughter-in-law 
4. grandmother, mother and son  
5.brothers  6.husband and wife  

7.brothers 

Is this apisdn umop or am I just standing on my head?  
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St James the Apostle, apostle to Spain (25th July) and his brother John 

were sons of Zebedee and fishermen from Galilee - the ‘sons of thunder’, 
as the gospel writers describe their impetuous characters and fiery 

tempers. 

 

James stands out on three accounts: he was one of the three disciples who witnessed 
the Transfiguration of Christ.  Jesus took him, along with Peter and John, to ‘watch’ 

with him in the garden of Gethsemane.  Finally, he went on to be the first apostle to 

die for the Christian faith, when in AD 44 King Herod Agrippa put him to the sword 

in Jerusalem at Passover time. 
 

In the centuries following his death, James became associated with the evangelising 

of Spain, and as a powerful defender of Christianity against the Moors.  The heyday 

of the cult of Santiago de Compostela was from the 12th to the 15th century, and the 
pilgrimage to Compostela became one of the most important of medieval 

Christendom.  This in time transformed the iconography of James, and his emblems 

became the pilgrim’s hat and the scallop-shell of Compostela.  Over 400 English 

churches have been dedicated to James. 

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO 
 

The Rector is back at work.  It appears that his medical problem was to do with his 

eyes, and he is awaiting new glasses. 
 

A couple of tips from the Weekday Page for Women in the attached Diocesan leaflet: 

“To keep silver or chromium tea pots which are seldom used, store them after 

thoroughly washing and drying, with half a teaspoon of tea leaves (dry, of course) in 
them and they will never smell musty.”  [I wonder if a tea bag would work as well?  

Hands up those who still use tea leaves.  Thought so.]  “A small zipped purse, 

stitched inside a child’s coat, will keep dinner money safely, however much he jumps 

about.”  “If you wish to dry a garment quickly and you have no spin-dryer, try this 
method.  When washed, wrap the article in a thick clean towel and wring tightly.  It 

should then be just right for ironing.” 
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THE PATRON’S LUNCH 
  

Despite a dreadful weather forecast and warnings of Rail disruptions we were not put 

off going to London to see the Queen’s birthday celebrations on Sunday 12th June.   

  
A compromise travel solution appeared to be to drive to Clapham Junction, train it to 

Victoria & then hoof it.  As soon as we left Victoria station the heavens opened – 

We had been told that umbrellas were banned (subsequently rescinded too late for 

anyone to know!!) so we struggled gamely along with rain trickling down my back 
and my shoes already sodden!! 

 

We left it as late as we dared in the hope of better weather, but the crowds were 

thick, but everybody cheerful. After queuing for an hour we were at last given a 
Poncho – a bit late!! After a thorough search, conducted by very polite police 

officers, we made our way to collect our excellent picnic (and Pimms) in a 

magnificent basket – all courtesy of M&S. 

 
The morning parade was broken into six sections representing The Queen’s six 

decades on the throne.  Most of the sections were lead by a marching band – only one 

military, followed on by many dancers and others all holding a placard with the 

names of the 600 charities and organisations the Queen is patron of.  All the 
performers were volunteers and the component parts were mainly supplied free.  

Substantial sponsorship was given, avoiding any criticising for using public funds. 

 

After our excellent lunch, thankfully the sun appeared and several members of the 
Royal family did walk-abouts.  We were lucky enough to have Prince Harry and the 

Duke and Duchess of Cambridge strolling by and chatting, then came the Birthday 

Girl to thunderous cheers driving in an open Range Rover and standing with her 

husband at her side – she made her speech on a stage under Admiralty arch (about 
not wanting too many more happy birthday wishes!!) before returning to a special 

stage by the Victoria memorial where she watched the parade return to pass her by.   

 

The lunch party finished with the Royal Marine band playing one last rendering of 
“Happy Birthday” outside Buckingham Palace. 

Anthony Daniell 

The nice thing about living in a village is that when you don’t know what you’re 

doing, somebody else always does. 

Silent company is often more healing than words of advice.  

Directly after God in heaven comes Papa.  – Mozart as a boy 

A father is a banker provided by nature.  – French proverb 


