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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

01372 802602 

 842302 
842302 

248909 

07831 919788 

842082 
842082 

07939 560125 

842082 

843297 
844267 

Monday 1 - 4pm Art Group David Burrells 

 4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows Jane Stewart 
 5.30 - 7pm Brownies Jane Stewart 

1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing Meike Laurenson 

Tuesday 10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots Hazel Davies 

 2 - 5.15pm Tues. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  
Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class Richard Wheen 

 7 - 9pm Mindfulness  Mark Whale 

Thursday 2 - 5.45pm Thur. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  

 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Tilly Mitchell 
2nd Saturday  1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild Karen Hoad      

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS 

David Sayce     

Mandy Creasey  
Iain Laurenson    

Ian Caldwell              

Pam Patch    

Derek Holgate     
Jane Siegle      

 

Vanessa Sadler       

Ianthe Cox     
Sheena Boyce   

Emma Gallagher     

Margaret Miller 

Catriona Martin  
Jane Stewart 

Jane Douglass   

Dr Jim Docking  

Ken Caldwell  
John Maud 

Liz Vahey  

Doreen Dart  

Julian Steed  
Sheila Dyer   

 

Rhona Hill  

Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 

Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 

Betchworth Decorative & Fine Arts Society 

Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 

British Legion 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society 

Brockham Surgery/Chemist 

Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary) 

Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 
Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 

Buckland Village Shop  

Children’s Society 

Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland  
Girl Guides contact 

North Downs Primary School 

One World Group 

Reading Room   - Chairman 
 - Treasurer 

 - Secretary 

 - Bookings 

Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 
St. Catherine’s Hospice 

Surrey Police - non-urgent 

Women’s Institute   

 242776 

843610 
  248909 

01306 882178 

   844138 

   842654 
        844496         

843259/842175 

   844059 

    843105 
448023   

 845999 

 842098 

07710 498591 
842302 

 843211 

843260 

843893 
843530 

221444 

842670 

842220 
842046 

101 

843044 
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND 

Rector The Revd. Canon Carol Coslett (842102).  

E-mail: ccoslett@btinternet.com 

Priests  

in 

Retirement 

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane, 

Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com 
Father Jonathan Ewer (SSM), Old House North, The Street 

Betchworth RH3 7DJ (07915 377554).  Email: j_ewer@yahoo.com 

Reader His Honour Peter Slot, The Red House, Old Reigate Road, 

Betchworth RH3 7DR (842010).  Email: tarq1840@aol.com 

Church- 

wardens 

 

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)  

(+ Bell Captain).  Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG 

(221444) (+ electoral register).  Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com  

Parish  

Admin. 

Mrs Melanie Marsh. Parish Office in Reading Room (845935).  

Email: Officerectory@btinternet.com 

Hon.  

Treasurer 

Trevor Cooke, Clifton Cottage, Cliftons Lane, Reigate RH2 9RA 

(245161).   Email: tccooke@btinternet.com 

Hon. 

Secretary 

Mrs Rosey Davy.  Email: roseydavy@gmail.com 

Organist  Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT 

(241355).  Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com 

Magazine 

 - Editor  

Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH 

(842082).    Email: rwheen@hotmail.com 

- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).  

Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com 

 - Advertising  Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 

(845298).  Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com 

Church  

Rotas    

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613).  Flowers: Jean Cooke  (245161).  

Other: Philip Haynes (842613) 

Churchyard  

Rose Beds 

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).   

Email: everettleeds@gmail.com 

Friends of St 

Mary’s 

Roger Daniell, Chairman.  Richard Wheen, secretary; details as 

above 
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Articles for the February 2017 issue must be with the editor, Richard Wheen, by 

Sunday15th January please.  Please send editable versions of articles: 
we cannot accept PDFs, JPGs etc.  If possible, please send graphics in 

black and white or grayscale.  The editor reserves the right to shorten or 

omit articles submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to publish 

them the following month.  No acknowledgement of items for the 
magazine will be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).   

 

Editorial  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not 

necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 
 

Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains 

personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the 

magazine.  In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such 
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website, 

www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net.  Please let the editor know if any of the 

information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs 

to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the 
magazine.  Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on 

the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor. 

15 Jan 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   
 
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 
households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 

1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  It straddles the 

A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway.  The parish registers date back to 1560, 

and the first recorded vicar to 1308.  The present church is thought to have been built 
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860.  The church has six bells, still 

regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire.  Some of the windows date from the 

14th and 15th centuries.  The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from 

an enemy bomb in 1941.  The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 
separate pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in 

newspaper.  The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-

box at the West end of the church. 

  
Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher 

Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark). 

January 2017 Issue No. 1090   

mailto:ccoslett@btinternet.com
mailto:rev_davideaton@hotmail.com
mailto:j_ewer@yahoo.com
mailto:tccooke@btinternet.com
http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/


30     

 

Date Flowers Reader/Lesson  Sidesman/Procession  

1st 

Jan 

Gaynor Day Melvin Hughes 

Hebrews 2. 10-18 

10.30 Philip Haynes 

Sue Haynes, Trevor & Jean 
Cooke 

8th 

Jan 

Ann Adams    Catherine 

Breakenridge 
Isaiah 60, 1-6 

9.30 Carol Leeds/Liz Vahey 

Pat Evans, Catherine & 
Antonio Breakenridge 

15th 

Jan 

Richard Wheen 

Isaiah 49, 1-7 

8 

10.30 
David/Sally Sayce 

Carol Leeds 

22nd 

Jan 

Pat Evans 

Isaiah 9, 1-4 

9.30 

 
 

3pm 

Pat Evans  

Simon Thomas, Caroline 
Gale, Carol Leeds/Liz Vahey 

David Sayce 

 

Caroline 

Gale 

29th 

Jan 

Malachi 3. 1-5 8 Caroline Gale 

If walking and cycling are good for your 

health, the postman would be immortal. 

A tortoise takes ages to walk a few 

yards, yet lives for … 450 years. 

A rabbit runs and hops, but only lives 

for …. 15 years. 

A whale swims all day, only eats fish 

and drinks water …. and is fat. 

Now, what’s all this rubbish about 

exercising for healthy living? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Seen in a church magazine:  ‘Bring your 

old newspapers (and your neighbours), 

put them in a sack and tie them if 

possible.’ 
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Dear Everyone 

 
When you enter St Michael’s church you pass the font.  The font is there, near the 

entrance to the building, to remind us that we enter the Christian Church through our 

baptism.  

 
Near the font of St Michael's Church, Betchworth, there is a very beautiful stained 

glass window of a vigorous and even war-like St. Michael, the patron of that church.   

His arms, legs and feet are covered with scale armour, and his tunic resembles that a 

Roman soldier except that it is made of gold cloth.  His golden belt with its elaborate 
ruby clasp and his red cloak with its jewelled clasp, add to the idea that, for the 

moment at least, he is dressed for show rather than for battle.  He cuts quite a figure 

with his blue wings with peacock-like feathers.  The sword he holds is curved like a 

middle eastern flamed sword.  His other hand points up to the crucifixion scene 
which is surrounded by a crown of thorns, and on his head there is a diadem 

surmounted by a jewelled cross.  

 

The text reads He that overcometh shall inherit all things, (Rev 21.7).  Beautiful 
things like the roses and St Michael’s apparel are juxtaposed with armour, the sword, 

and thorns to reinforce the message of the text.  There is a war going on; good will 

triumph, but only through suffering.  The crucifixion for us is the ultimate symbol of 

what human life is about: it is a war against evil which Jesus has won, and into which 
we are recruited at our baptism. 

 

There is another window next to the font, this time depicting the Holy Guardian 

Angels.  Each of the two angels looks with tenderness and care at the children 
standing in front of them. In a smaller third panel, above the two angels, there is an 

ark, for we are saved out of water, the water of baptism.  

 

The angels, like the children, are standing firmly on the ground, which looks like a 
rather comfortable English garden lawn with primroses and bluebells.  Like the 

children, the angels are barefoot.  It all looks very homely, safe and comfortable. 

 

The main text underneath reads Take heed that you despise not one of these little 
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January Diary 
Page 

 

Sun 1st  The naming of Jesus 14 

Thur 5th 7.45pm Women’s Institute 21 

Thur 19th  6.30 Dorking Museum talk 19 

Sat 28th 7.30 Yorgin Oxo 21 

Note for your diary:  The Lent course will take place on Tuesdays in March and on 

3rd April 

ones. The rest of that verse in St Matthew’s gospel reads:  for I tell you, in heaven 

their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven.  
 

The angel on the left is holding a scroll which has the words Keep innocency and 

take heed unto the thing that is right, from Psalm 37 - which continues with: for that 

shall bring a man peace at the last.  So in the one window we are challenged to care 
for and protect the young, because they have a special connection with God, and to 

nurture them and ourselves in innocence, for that relieves our anxiety and brings us 

peace. 

 
The first Sunday in January commemorates the Circumcision and Naming of Christ, 

his entry into the covenant of the Jewish people.  The second Sunday in January 

commemorates the Baptism of Christ by John in the river Jordan, the beginning of 

our Lord’s ministry among us. 
 

At the beginning of the year we might pause and consider our 

own baptism into the Christian fellowship, with all the gifts of 

love and support that brings, as well as the reminder that with 
St Michael we are at war with all that is not of God.  

 

Blessings for the New Year. 

  Jonathan 

Best wishes to our readers for a  

Happy New Year 
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SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES 

This month’s medium  SUDOKU Last month’s harder SUDOKU 

BRIDGE 
 
North leads his ♠ to South’s ♠A.  South now leads his ♦3, won 

by West who finds himself endplayed.  If he leads his ♠Q, 
North ruffs (South playing low) and South wins the remaining 

tricks.  If instead West leads any other ♠, North discards a ♣ 

and South wins the trick with his ♠J.  South takes his minor 

suit winners and North’s trump wins the last trick. 

CROSSWORD 
 

ACROSS: 1, Armour. 4, Twelve. 8, Ulric. 9, Imitate.  

10, Lectern.  11, Trees. 12, Endurance. 17, Harem.  

19, Newborn. 21, Divorce.  22, Erica. 23, Wisest. 24, Stoned.  

 
DOWN: 1, Aquila. 2, Miracle. 3, Uncle. 5, Written. 6, Leave.  

7, Ever so. 9, Ignorance. 13, Damaris. 14, Erosion. 15, Shadow. 

16, Onward. 18, Raves. 20, Wheat. 

    X     

    W     

C R O S S 

    R     

    D     

8 7 9 6 3 4 5 2 1 

1 5 2 7 9 8 3 6 4 

4 6 3 1 2 5 9 8 7 

2 3 1 8 4 6 7 5 9 

7 9 4 2 5 1 8 3 6 

6 8 5 3 7 9 4 1 2 

9 1 6 5 8 7 2 4 3 

3 4 8 9 1 2 6 7 5 

5 2 7 4 6 3 1 9 8 

4 2 7 3 8 6 9 5 1 

9 6 5 2 1 7 3 8 4 

8 3 1 4 5 9 7 2 6 

3 5 4 1 6 8 2 9 7 

1 9 8 7 2 4 5 6 3 

2 7 6 5 9 3 4 1 8 

5 8 3 9 7 1 8 4 2 

7 1 2 6 4 5 6 3 9 

6 4 9 8 3 2 1 7 5 

    X     

    W     

C R O S S 

    R     

    D     
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    X     

    W     

C R O S S 

    R     

    D     

PRAYER OF THE MONTH 
 

Lord of the Years,  

At the start of this New Year we ask for your presence, protection and 

guidance for every minute of every day of every month ahead.  Thank 
you that we do not go into this New Year alone. Thank you for loving us 

so much that you gave us Jesus to lead us to you.   

 

May we commit ourselves afresh to serve you, to love you and to share 
your love with those who don’t yet know you.  May we make a difference for your 

Kingdom in 2017.   In Jesus’ name.  Amen  

 
POEM OF THE MONTH 

 

For this is Wisdom: to love, to live, 
To take what Fate, or the Gods, may give, 

To ask no question, to make no prayer,  

Bu to kiss the lips and caress the hair, 

Speed passion’s ebb as you greet its flow 
- To have, - to hold, - and, - in time, - let go! 

 
 

 THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 
 
Don’t worry about avoiding temptation.  As you grow older, it will avoid 

you. - Winston Churchill  

GRACE OF THE MONTH 
 

Bless these thy gifts, most gracious God 
From whom all goodness springs; 

Make clean our hearts and feed our souls 

With good and joyful things. 
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Date  St Mary’s,  

 Buckland 

St Michael’s, 

Betchworth 

1st January 10.30 Joint Parish 

Communion 

  

8th January 
The Epiphany 

9.30 Epiphany Parish 

Communion 

8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Epiphany Parish 
Communion 

15th January 
 

8.00 

10.30 

HC (BCP) 

Joint Family Service 

 

5pm 

 

Choral Evensong 

22nd January 
Week of Prayer 

for Christian 

Unity 

9.30 

3pm 

Parish Communion 

Service of Solidarity 
for Christian Unity 

8.00 

11.00 

HC (BCP) 

Parish Communion 

29th January 
Candlemas 

8 HC (BCP) 10.30 Joint Parish Communion 

 Affliction is God’s shepherd dog to drive us back to the fold.  

 God’s biggest problem with labourers in his vineyard is absenteeism.  

 God works in us and with us, not against us or without us.  John Owen 

 God always provides a light through every one of his tunnels.   

 A religion that does not begin with repentance is certain to end there – perhaps 

too late.  

 Necessary evil: one we like so much we refuse to do away with it. 

 Monday morning: when we look back wistfully on the good old days – Saturday 

and Sunday. 

 Some people treat God as they do a lawyer; they go to him only when they are in 
trouble.   
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BETCHWORTH’S FIRST ALTERNATIVE  
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

 

On the first weekend of December, St Michael’s Church was filled with Christmas 
trees – 20 in all.  Church groups and village organisations were 

asked to provide a tree that expressed their activity and 

creativity.  The trees with their twinkling lights filled every 

window sill and many nooks and corners in our lovely church.  
Very few, if any, of the trees had actual living material as its 

framework (Combe Creative’s tree being an honourable 

exception!).  We had trees made with sheet music, bellropes 

and bells, rubber gloves and yellow dusters, beads, poems, 
parish magazines, tennis balls, barrels and bottles, a signpost 

and a jaunty blue light, and peacock feathers – among many other witty and 

ingenious ideas.  

 
During the weekend, hundreds of people visited the Festival to see the trees, vote for 

their favourite, drink tea and eat delicious cake.  Everyone left with a great smile on 

their face. The Festival ended on Sunday afternoon with informal worship and 

prizegiving.  A cup for the most popular tree was awarded in memory of our dear 
friend Barbara Hawkins, who died in June 2016.  Barbara rang the bells, sang in the 

choir, was at the heart of everything hospitable at St Michael’s, and most of all, loved 

Christmas and all its finery.   

 
The roll of honour for 2016 reads: Cupwinners: the Church Cleaners, with their 

hilarious tree: Cleanliness is next to Godliness; runners-up: the Bellringers, with their 

musical tree; 3rd place: the Church Choir, with their sheet music tree.  

 
The driving force behind the Festival and its success was Pam Armitage, who with 

her team brought all the contributors together and encouraged them to show their 

brilliance.  Huge thanks are due to Pam, Sian, Diana and Margaret for their hard 

work before and during the Festival weekend.  But at the very heart of its success are 
the trees’ creators.  Thank you all for your genius, and for the happiness you brought 

to all who saw your work.   

 

In all, the Festival raised nearly £500 in £1 fees for votes, donations, and sale of 
refreshments.  This is a very welcome addition to the church Fabric Fund as we start 

to plan for necessary repairs to stonework and the roof.   

 

The Alternative Christmas Tree Festival was a wonderfully happy start to the 
Christmas season – perhaps the first of many?  

 

Hilary Ely 
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SUDOKUS 
 

First a medium one.  Solution on page 29 

And now a trickier one.  Solution next month 

Solution 

on p. 29 

BRIDGE  
  

How can N/S make 5 

tricks with hearts as 

trumps and with 
North to lead? 

 

 NORTH 

 ♠ 2  
 ♥ 2  

WEST ♦ 2   EAST 

♠ Q 9 8 5 4 ♣ Q J 9  ♠ K 

♥ -   ♥ - 

♦ A SOUTH ♦ 5 4 
♣ - ♠ A J 3 ♣ K 10 8 

 ♥ - 

 ♦ 6 3 

 ♣ A 

        3 

 9   3   4  

 3  7  5    

2  6 5      

1        4 

    9   5 7 

7         

    4 2 7   

8  2 3   5   

 2    6  5  

    1    4 

8   4  9 7 2  

3  4     9  

   7   5   

2  6   3    

    7    2 

 1    5  3  

  9 8  2 1 7  Two television aerials met one 

day and fell madly in love with 
each other.  Eventually they 

decided to get married and 

booked the local Church. 

Apparently the service was not 
up to much but the reception 

was excellent. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

A man went into a church and 
asked the vicar to pray for his 

hearing.  Touched by his faith, 

the vicar agreed.  “Kneel here,” 

he began in a loud voice.  The 
man knelt, and the vicar placed 

a hand on each ear and 

bellowed a prayer. “I hope that 

will help,” he finally shouted.  

“Well, I won't know for a 

while,” the man replied. “The 

hearing isn’t until next month”. 
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CROSSWORD   Solution on page 29 

ACROSS 
1  Protective covering 
recommended to the 
Ephesians (Ephesians 6:11) 
(6) 
4  The number of apostles 
(Matthew 10:2) (6)  
8  Tenth-century Bishop of 
Augsberg for 48 years, who 
became the first saint to be 
canonized by a pope (5)  
9  ‘Do not — what is evil but 
what is good’ (3 John 11) (7)  
10 Reading desk in a church 
(7)  
11 ‘He looked up and said, “I 
see people; they look like — 
walking around”’ (Mark 8:24) 
(5)  
12 One of the qualities that 
Paul exhorted Timothy to 
pursue (1 Timothy 6:11) (9) 
17 One of the meaningless 
pleasures acquired by the 
Teacher (Ecclesiastes 2:8) (5) 
19 ‘Like — babies, crave pure 
spiritual milk, so that by it 
you may grow up in your 
salvation’ (1 Peter 2:2) (7) 
21 Jesus said that Moses 
allowed this only because 
men’s hearts were hard 
(Matthew 19:8) (7) 
22 Girl’s name (5)  
23 Most sagacious (Judges 
5:29) (6)  
24 How Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr, died: after 
being — (Acts 7:59) (6) 
 

 

DOWN 
1  A Jew whom Paul met in 
Corinth, whose wife was 
Priscilla (Acts 18:2) (6) 
2  For example, turning water 
into wine or feeding the five 
thousand (John 7:21) (7) 
3  Abram’s relationship to Lot 
(Genesis 14:12) (5)  
5  ‘Jesus answered, “It is —: 
‘Man does not live by bread 
alone.’”’ (Matthew 4:4) (7)  
6  ‘Peace I — with you; my 
peace I give you’ (John 
14:27) (5)  
7  ‘May the Lord deal with 
me, be it — — severely, if 
anything but death separates 
you and me’ (Ruth 1:17) (4,2)  

9  Lack of knowledge (Acts 
17:30) (9)  
13 This woman ‘followed 
Paul and believed’ after his 
words to the Areopagus in 
Athens (Acts 17:34) (7)  
14 Or noise (anag.) (7)  
15 ‘Even though I walk 
through the valley of the — of 
death, I will fear no 
evil’ (Psalm 23:4) (6)  
16 ‘ — Christian soldiers, 
marching as to war’ (6)  
18 Saver (anag.) (5)  
20 ‘Unless a grain of — falls 
to the ground and dies, it 
remains only a single 
seed’ (John 12:24) (5) 
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LENT COURSE 7TH MARCH - 3RD APRIL 2017 
LES MISERABLES - ANOTHER STORY MUST BEGIN 

 
With Christmas hardly over it seems a funny time to start thinking about the run-up 
to Easter and Lent already, but knowing how busy everyone is it seemed a good idea 

to let everyone know in plenty of time about the Lent course running this year.  

 

On 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th March the UMG Lent course will 
look at five characters from the book/film/musical Les 

Misérables by Victor Hugo: 

Fantine  -The single mum who through a series of disastrous 

events descends into the depths of despair and poverty 
Closette -  Her daughter whom Fantine tries to shield from 

her fall 

Jean Valjean - The reformed convict who takes Closette 

under his protection after Fantine dies 
Bishop of Digne -  The clergyman who shows the love of 

God to Valjean and in   doing so sets him on a new course for 

his life 

Inspector Javert - The dogmatic police inspector who believes that justice is   
 paramount and that criminals can never reform 

 

By watching excerpts from the film, reading passages from the book and the bible, 

the course will look at characters and their response to their situation. 
 

We will reflect on: why the characters were as they were; why they responded as 

they did; where was God in each situation we look at in this story; modern parallels 

to this story.   

On the 5th week the session will focus on Redemption and Salvation through the 

saving love of Jesus Christ.  

 

The course is designed to work with the film, stage production and book, so there are 
suggestions for the film clip to be watched or alternatively for one of the songs from 

the stage production to be listened to or the lyrics read. 

 

Each week there is a comprehensive overview in advance of the actual studies, and 
each study is very well designed with a good pull in of actual biblical references and 

reflection too.  On 3rd March there will be a full screening of the film Les Misérables 

at 7.15pm.   

 
The course is open to all: non-Christians, Enquirers, and Christians.  To enrol please 

contact the Rector. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 
BURIAL OF ASHES AT ST MICHAELS 

 

8th December 2016 Barbara Mary Hawkins who died on 4th June 2016 aged 
70, formerly of The Hive, Middle Street, Brockham, 

Betchworth 

 

We send our condolences to those who are bereaved at this time 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2017  
 

This year’s materials have been produced by the churches in Germany, where recent 

developments, particularly the reception of refugees and asylum seekers, have begun 
to change the traditional balance and other Christian traditions are finding 

expression.  Whilst that which unites the churches is stronger than that which divides, 

there are still areas of difference in which the churches remain self-absorbed or 

construct new walls. 
 

The theme for the week is Crossing Barriers and the text is from 2 Corinthians 5:14-

20: 

    
“For Christ’s love compels us… We are 

therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 

God were making his appeal through us.  

We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God.”  

 

These verses announce that God has, in Christ, reconciled the world to himself.  The 

love of Christ compels us to be ambassadors of this reconciliation, which is enacted 
by dismantling the walls.  With the fall of the Berlin Wall, Germany experienced 

how a seemingly insurmountable wall could be brought down.  The fall of this wall is 

a symbol of hope that, with the love of God, nothing is impossible. 

 
And please also join us for a special Service of Solidarity at 3pm on 22nd January at 

St Mary the Virgin, Buckland to mark the 2017 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - 

see next page. 
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MUSIC IN DORKING 
 

7th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free,  01306 884229 

10th 17th 24th 31st at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £22-25  

 07415 815784 
8th at 2.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717 

21st at 7.30, Philharmonia Orchestra at Dorking Halls, £14-29 01306 740619 

22nd at 3.00, ballet screening, Dorking Halls, £17.50,   01306 881717 

26th at 7.30, Nick Ross Orchestra at Dorking Halls, £21.50,   01306 881717 
31st at 7.15, opera screening,  Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717 

 

In January we are delighted to welcome the Philharmonia Orchestra to Dorking, 

playing Beethoven, Mendelssohn and Dvořák.  The Philharmonia is one of Britain’s 
leading orchestras, based at the Royal Festival Hall in London and currently 

celebrating 70 years of music-making.   

 

The Dorking Halls offers a number of screenings this month.  Opera 
lovers can see Verdi’s Il Trovatore live from the Royal Opera 

House, while for ballet enthusiasts and Tchaikovsky fans there is 

Sleeping Beauty live from the Bolshoi (22nd) plus a recording of The 

Nutcracker from the Royal Ballet (8th). 
 

The lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church will be given by the John Petters jazz 

trio, with a programme of spirituals and hymns.  Watermill 

Jazz meets every Tuesday, with the following performers: 
Derek Nash’s Picante (10th), Larry Goldings, Peter 

Bernstein and Bill Stewart (17th), the Back to Basie 

Orchestra (24th), and the Magnus Öström Band (31st).  The 

doors open at 7pm so you can come and enjoy a hot buffet 

meal before the concert. 

The Nick Ross Orchestra will be playing Sounds of Glenn Miller, with music and 

songs from the 1940s, including of course the Moonlight Serenade. 

And finally, advance notice of an exciting concert coming next month, on 21st 
February, when the Dorking Choral Society will be joined by Quartonal, a 

professional male-voice quartet from Germany.  Quartonal, who are well known in 

Germany, will be undertaking a short tour in the UK and have arranged to give a 

combined concert with Dorking Choral Society.  Each group will perform some 
music of their own and there will also be some joint items, including music by 

Vaughan Williams.  More details to follow next month! 
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♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB  ♦ ♣ 
  

Recent winners are as follows: 

  
24th Nov: N/S: Robin Hoare & Ruzena Cates 

 E/W: Edwina Askew & Anne Snell 

1st Dec: N/S: Vanessa Sadler & Jocelyn Morley  

 E/W: Pat Davey & John Mitchell 
8th Dec: N/S: Diana & David Watson 

 E/W: Lucinda Lewis & Izzy Gibbons 

15th Dec: N/S: Gloria Whitwell & Geoff Woodcock 

 E/W: Cilla & Keith Willey 
 

Congratulations to all concerned.   We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room 

each Thursday and start at 2.15, but please arrive and sit down no later than 2.05pm.  

For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland. 
 

Please do not park in front of the village shop or block access to Dungates Lane or to 

houses in the area. 

 Richard Wheen 

 

 

 

Buckland One World Group 

 

Friday 3rd February 2017 at 8pm in Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland 

 

WHY I HOST REFUGEES IN MY HOME 
 

A presentation by Constance Chanteux 
 

Admission and refreshments free 

Collection in aid of Money for Madagascar and the Siblings Fund 

 A hangover is the wrath of grapes. 

 When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an I. 

 A bicycle can’t stand on its own because it is two tired. 

 Time flies like an arrow.  Fruit flies like a banana. 

 In democracy your vote counts. In feudalism your count votes. 

 A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion. 

 “Most cars on our roads have only one occupant, usually the driver.” (Carol 
Malia, BBC Anchorwoman) 
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SERVICE OF CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY, ST. MARY’S, 
BUCKLAND, 22nd JANUARY 2017 AT 3PM 

 

Are you a member of a club?  Golf, bridge, sports, fishing, flower, choral – whatever.  
Let’s assume so.  Now, if a gang came into your club and started terrorising your 

fellow members, telling them that they had to join a different club or leave their 

homes or be killed in particularly gruesome ways and without mercy, I bet you would 

be very angry and upset, as a minimum.  It may not feel like it in idyllic Buckland, 
with its green and pond and wonderful community atmosphere, but this is happening. 

 

I don’t have the statistics, but it’s a pretty safe bet that most people in Buckland were 

christened.  Also, most who are parents had their children (and grandchildren) 
christened and there will be plenty who have stood as Godparents.  You may not 

think of it as such, but these acts, however long ago and however seriously taken, 

have admitted you to a club which has 2.3 billion members worldwide, about one 

third of humanity.  OK, you may not have paid any subscriptions lately or been to a 
meeting, but one of this club’s strengths is being very forgiving and most members 

do want to put in an occasional appearance at one of the club functions – weddings, 

christenings, funerals or a special service after some terrible tragedy. 

 
Across the world, in Iraq, Syria, Libya, Afghanistan, Yemen, Nigeria and other parts 

of East and West Africa and even in western cities, where members expect to feel 

safe, the Christian club is being attacked. Thousands are killed each year simply 

because they belong to this club.  If you are a member, however distant, isn’t it time 
to support your club?  

 

This doesn’t involve taking up arms, which is not advocated by the club’s Rules 

Committee, but just standing up and being counted will help.  We need a better idea 
to fight an idea – bullets don’t work on ideas and, in any case, that isn’t the Christian 

way.  Our better idea is love, faith and hope, as adopted by the Bishop of Southwark, 

of whose Diocese Buckland is a part.  We have had 2,000 years to get this idea right.  

Many people claimed Christianity along the way, but gave the church some painful 
times, but I think we have now worked out what is best practice.   Just imagine how 

powerful a message it would be if all those who are club members throughout the 

United Kingdom actually joined together to make the point that they want to show 

solidarity with their oppressed fellow club members.  It would make world news. 
 

To do this at the local level (which could still make news) there will be a special 

service in St. Mary’s for the world’s persecuted Christians on Sunday 22nd January 

2017 at 3 pm, to coincide with Christian Unity Week.  I hope you can get there and 
put in a good word for your fellow club members.  However, if you can’t make the 

date you can always visit St Mary’s. The clubhouse is nearly always open. 
 

 Trevor Cooke 
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ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN    
 

We welcome villagers, walkers and visitors to Betchworth from 

further afield, in fact anyone who wishes to drop in.  We meet on 

the fourth Wednesday of each month, from January to November.  
Tea and cakes are served from 2 till 4pm in the Hamilton Room, 

Church Street, Betchworth.   

 

For more information contact Margaret Miller on  842098 or email 
jma.miller@btinternet.com.   

 

All are welcome. 

2016 CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
 

This year, 26 guests sat down to a traditional Christmas lunch - turkey et al -, in the 

Reading Room.  We welcomed some new faces and we hope they will come to the 
normal monthly 

lunches starting 12th 

January 2017, very 

reasonably priced at 
£3.50 for two courses 

and a cuppa.  Many 

thanks to Liz Vahey 

for organising the 
raffle and for 

cooking the turkey 

and to Margaret & 

John Miller for their 
contribution 

too.  There were so 

many raffle prizes 

practically everybody 
received one!   

 

Thanks to you all for supporting the lunches this year and we wish you  a happy and 

a healthy New Year. 
C.L. 
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BUCKLAND & BETCHWORTH CHORAL SOCIETY 
 

On 14th December, in the generously warm interior of St. 

Michael’s Church, Betchworth, the BBCS held their 

annual Christmas concert, featuring Helen Smee in her 
debut as conductor. The programme’s selection was 

soundly comprehensive in its pluckings from a broad 

historical and cultural range, offering some lesser known 

numbers whilst also satisfying our annually reawakened 
longing to hear familiar favourites from the Christmas repertoire. It was a privilege 

to have these sung for us so professionally by the BBCS, and it was also a reminder 

of the strength of our village’s investment in arts and music. 

 
In contrasting the sacred and the secular, the choral with the folk-traditional, and in 

combining compositions of differing national and historical flavours, the choir’s 

choice shone a light on the multifarious natures and styles of Christmas celebration, 

and of their differing degrees of religiosity.  But rather than underlining differences 
within the Christmas miscellany, the programme confirmed their harmonious 

coexistence and their deepest likenesses: ideas of celebration, of people coming 

together, of being blessed. 

 
We heard an organ solo by the composer who most epitomises religious 

magnificence, J. S. Bach, with his chorale prelude Wachet auf! Ruft uns die Stimme. 

We heard a 14th Century German traditional (folk) carol. Another German composer 

of the evening was Mendelssohn, the choir singing a fragment of his unfinished 
oratorio Christus: There shall a star come forth.  Rutter made an appearance of 

course, his rhythmicality and bright harmonies having a fixed space within the 

aesthetic of the modern carol.  Representatives of American secularism figured with 

Have yourself a merry little Christmas and an exciting organ arrangement of Sleigh 
Ride.  These punctuated a set of items, some older, some newer, from our canon of 

beloved English carols. 

 

During the interval we heard a moving and personally experienced account of the 
work of Broome Park Nursing Home, and of the Friends of Broome Park to whom 

the retiring collection was donated.  This amounted to £535 which should go a long 

way towards setting up the proposed music room for the Broome Park residents. 

 
As ever, the BBCS is looking for new members.  There are no auditions: all you need 

is a tuneful voice and plenty of enthusiasm.  Visit the website www.bbcsinfo.org or 

call Pat Frankland on  842028.  Rehearsals for the Leith Hill Festival begin at 

7.45pm on Wednesday 4th January in the Betchworth Village Hall. The central work 
in the Festival is Mendelssohn’s Elijah.    

Christopher Wheen 
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

Dates for the diary 

First a reminder to keep Thursday 2nd February 2017 free to come along to The Red 

Lion to enjoy a quiz and curry night arranged to promote “Buckland Angels”, a new 
community initiative.  If, having found out more about Buckland Angels, you decide 

to sign up you will be eligible for a very generous Red Lion discount card entitling 

you to 10% off your future food bills.  All monies raised on the night will be used for 

community projects, the first of which will be a restoration of the bus shelter roof.  If 
you don’t want to wait until February to sign up please contact Jacq on  844286 or 

send an email to jacq.inwood@gmail.com. 

 

The Great British Spring Clean Event will be taking place across the country at the 
start of March and a Spring tidy will be held on Friday 3rd March at 1.30pm.  More 

details will follow in the February magazine. 

 

This year’s Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 20th March, at 8pm in the 
Reading Room. 

 

Help to improve our highways  

Please take the time to call  0300 200 1003 to report any problems you encounter 
on our local roads to Surrey County Council Highways to ensure the team has an 

opportunity to address any problem at the earliest opportunity.  You will be given a 

reference number for your enquiry.  If you are dissatisfied with the response you 

receive, share your experience (and the reference number) with one of your 
Councillors or the Clerk.   We have regular contact with the Highways team and can 

follow through any unresolved issues. 

 

Please report any accidents, incidents or misuse you encounter on any of the Rights 
of Way passing through the village to Surrey County Council Countryside Access.  If 

you have an issue requiring immediate action call  0300 200 1003.  If the issue is 

out of normal hours or a Police matter, the Countryside Access team asks you to 

contact Surrey Police – for an emergency such as a crime in progress or an accident 
call  999, otherwise call  101 or  01483 571212. 

 

If you have access to the internet, visit www.surreycc.gov.uk or 

www.molevalley.gov.uk and click the report it tabs.  Links to the relevant pages of 
both websites can also be found by visiting the village website at 

www.bucklandsurrey.net. 

 

Sheena Boyce,   Clerk to Buckland Parish Council,  
 bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk 

mailto:jacq.inwood@gmail.com
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk
http://www.molevalley.gov.uk
http://www.bucklandsurrey.net
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NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

First, on behalf of all pupils, staff and 

governors I would like to wish you all a 
happy and prosperous new year.  
 

Children will be returning to 
school during the first week 
in January and, despite what 

you might think, the majority 
of them are pleased to be 
back at school.  Although 

they look forward to and enjoy the 
holidays, particularly Christmas, most 
children appreciate the familiarity and 

structure of a school day. 
 

Running a school has now become 
somewhat like running a business, it is 
now much more than just children and 

teachers and although children are at 
the heart of our school there is so 
much more to creating a successful 

school.  Good schools rely on a hard 
working and supportive governing body. 
We are extremely lucky with our 

governors at North Downs; they know 
the school well, are very adept at 
taking a strategic view of school 

development and are not afraid to ask 

challenging questions. The role of a 

governor is interesting and varied and 
is a way of becoming involved in the 

local school and making a real 

difference to the lives of 
children. 
 

Last term our governors were 
focusing on monitoring 
children’s safety in school by 

looking at both the physical 
environment as well as safeguarding 
procedures within school. We are proud 

of the happy atmosphere in our school 
and it is a real pleasure to watch older 

children playing with younger pupils or 
helping them with their games.  It is 
this atmosphere of friendship and co-

operation that makes the playground a 
safe and happy place.  Learning to play 
and co-operate with others is a valuable 

life skill which will be essential to our 
children in later life, living out the 
vision of our to school to ‘Be the best 

you can be, every day.’ 
 

Jane Douglass - Headteacher, 

North Downs Primary School  

 A Sunday school teacher asked her children:  “And why is it necessary to be 
quiet in church?”  One little girl replied helpfully:  “Because people are 
sleeping.” 

 A vicar explained: “I resigned because of illness and fatigue.  The 
congregation were sick and tired of me.” 
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YORGJIN OXO - A NORDIC TALE 
 

7.30 pm on 28th January at Betchworth Village Hall - about 90 minutes 

Bar & nibbles after the performance - £12.50 

 
From the team that brought you ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ comes an evening of story 

and song from the lands of the far, far North. 

 

Yorgjin Oxo is a Marshlander who can tell a person by the sound of their squelch 
and is unlike any hero we might actually need.  Thomas Crowe’s script fizzes with 

humour, larger than life characters and explores a place quite unlike our own.  

Join us for a tale of soggy nights, brave mice and the joys of being alive.  

 
Tickets from Iain Laurenson  248909, Betchworth Post Office & Buckland Village 

Stores. 

One hundred years of the W.I. in 

Betchworth were remembered at our 
AGM in November with a full turnout of 

members.   Two lively 

quizzes kept us on our toes 

and an ingenious design by 
talented member Diana 

Fitchet for our entry in the 

local alternative Christmas 

tree competition was 
agreed.   An amazing tree 

was later created with the help of her 

handyman husband with members 

contributing original decorations 
depicting the work of the W.I. through 

the years.    

 

Stress free outings by minibus to concerts 
and for Christmas shopping proved to be 

popular.   

 

In December a trip down memory lane 

presented by singer Paul Weakley was an 
entertaining prelude to Christmas. 

Anecdotes from his 

television and stage 

appearances coupled with his 
fine tenor voice made it a 

memorable occasion, 

finishing in style with our 

abundant festive buffet and a 
singalong of well-known 

Christmas songs.   How different it must 

have been in the bleak days of 1916. 

 
Our next meeting is on Thursday 5th 

January 2017 at 7.45pm in the Hamilton 

Room, Betchworth, when we celebrate 

with a fish and chip supper.   We send 
our best wishes to all for a happy and 

healthy New Year. 

Pam Patch 

PEBBLECOMBE W.I. AT BETCHWORTH 
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THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY 
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth & Buckland 

 

Date for your diary - Thursday 9th February 

 
QUIZ & PIE NIGHT 

 BETCHWORTH MEMORIAL HALL, Station Road 
 

All welcome, come and test your general and local knowledge – make 
up a team or just come along and join one.  

  
Tickets: members £11   non-members £13 

   
Advance booking essential      Fiona Brindley   841005 

Email: betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com 

SINGING FOR PLEASURE 
 

Our U3A Singing for Pleasure group presented carols from around the world to the 

residents of Broome Park on 5th December.  This was the third 

time that we have sung to them and it was declared to be a great 
success.  Several of our audience were singing with us and one of 

them joined in with shakers when we sang Jingle Bells!  It just 

goes to prove that music is so important and when memory goes - 

musical memories seem to remain.  
 

The carols included ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’, published in Latin in 1757; ‘Do You 

Hear What I Hear’, written as a plea for peace during the 1960’s Cuban Missile 

Crisis; John Rutter’s ‘Star Carol’, a calypso flavoured carol from Trinidad; ‘The 
First Nowell’, a traditional classical English carol; ‘Te Harinui’, an 18th century New 

Zealand Maori folksong; and carols from the 1940s: Irving Berlin’s ‘I’m Dreaming 

Of A White Christmas’ and ‘Let it Snow’.  A truly international programme! 

 
We finished with a Spanish carol, ‘Feliz Navidad’, wishing everyone a happy 

Christmas, before going up to the residents to express our thanks and appreciation 

that they had been so actively involved in our concert.  

 
Come and join us for a free taster session.  Details on the back page of this Magazine.  

 

Meike Laurenson 
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St PAUL 
 

St Paul’s day is 25th January and we 
remember him because he was one of 

the Church’s greatest teachers. Called 
Saul by his parents, he was brought up 
a Pharisee and became a tent-maker. 

He was completely against the early 
Christians and was there when Stephen, 
the first Christian martyr, was stoned 

to death.  He searched out many 
Christians and handed them over to 
prison and death.  

 
So why did he change?  Like many 
people since, although few so 

dramatically, Saul changed because 
Jesus came into his life.  You can read 

all about it in Acts, chapter 9. 
Everything changed for Saul but he had 
a hard time persuading people that it 

wasn’t a trick.  Even his name changed, 
and as Paul he travelled, teaching and 
founding churches. To encourage these 

growing communities he wrote the 13 
“Epistles” we can still read today. These 
letters are the earliest parts of the 

New Testament to be written, some 
only 20 years after Jesus. 

P.S. 
 
These names have all the letters S and 
P missing.  Can you fit in the missing 

letters to make the names of some 
people or places in the Bible? 
Both the Pharaoh and Joseph knew   

 - OTI - HAR. 
THEO - HILU -    was Luke’s friend. 
St John wrote his Revelation on the 

island of - ATMO - . 
MO - E -   led the Israelites out of 

Egypt. 

E - THER was a queen and a book of the 
Old Testament is named for her. 

Paul was imprisoned in the town of   

 - HILLI - - I. 
Paul’s friend - RI - CILLA was the wife 

of Aquila.  
A town in Sicily,  - YRACU - E, Paul 

stayed here on his way to Rome. 

 
What do you call a camel that’s got 

three humps?  Humphrey.  
Who rides a camel and carries a 

lamp?  Florence of Arabia.  

1.Potiphar  2.Theophilus  3 Patmos  

4.Moses  5.Esther  6.Phillippi  7.Priscilla  
10.Syracuse. 

From (other) Parish Magazines 
 

 Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 pm.  Please use the 
back door.  

 Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First Presbyterian Church.  Please 
use large double door at the side entrance.  

Children’s page 
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1st January:  The naming of Jesus 

It is Matthew and Luke who tell the story of how the angel instructed 
that Mary’s baby was to be named Jesus - a common name meaning 

‘saviour’.  The Church recalls the naming of Jesus on 1st January - 

eight days after 25th December (by the Jewish way of reckoning 

days).  For in Jewish tradition, the male babies were circumcised and 
named on their eighth day of life. 

 

For early Christians, the name of Jesus held a special significance.   In Jewish 

tradition, names expressed aspects of personality.  Jesus’ name permeated his 
ministry, and it does so today:  we are baptised in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38), we 

are justified through the name of Jesus (1 Cor 6:11); and God the Father has given 

Jesus a name above all others (Phil 2:9).  All Christian prayer is through ‘Jesus Christ 

our Lord’, and it is ‘at the name of Jesus’ that one day every knee shall bow. 
 

The name Jesus is a transliteration of a name that occurs in several languages.  It is of 

Hebrew origin, ‘Yehosua’, or Joshua.  Or there is the Hebrew-Aramaic form, ‘Yesua’.  

In Greek, it became ‘ Ἰησοῦς’ (Iēsoûs),  and in Latin it became ‘Iesus’.     
The meaning of the name is ‘Yahweh delivers’ or ‘Yahweh rescues’, or ‘Yahweh is 

salvation’.   No wonder the angel Gabriel in Luke 1:26-33 told Mary to name her 

baby Jesus:  “because He will save His people from their sins”.   

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO 
 

The January 1967 magazine contains an explanation of Synodical Government.  It 

reads: “The theory of Synodical Government is based on a simple theological truth 
about the nature of the Church, that the Church is a single body, containing Bishops, 

Priests and Laity.  Each of these three groups have differing roles to play within the 

body, but none on their own can claim to be the Church.  Any system of Church 

Government should therefor reflect this unity.  It must recognise that the Holy Spirit 
speaks through the whole Church, not just through part of it, and it must ensure that 

decisions can only be taken through all three groups coming to a common mind on 

every matter…. The word “Synod” comes from the Greek - “Syn” meaning “with” or 

“together” and “hodos” meaning a “road” - walking together along the road, and then 
the word came to mean any assembly or meeting.  Its modern colloquial equivalent 

would be ….  a get-together.” 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN JANUARY 
 

Dorking Museum’s popular exhibition, ‘Dorking 1916’, has been 

retained until 21st January.  The exhibition focuses on the impact of the 

Great War on the people of and life in Dorking and the villages – with 
central themes around the impact on the great houses and estates of the 

area and on the changing roles of women in society.   

 

From 26th January, our spring exhibition, in association with the 
Betchworth Village Archives team, is ‘Medieval Betchworth’.  It gives a flavour of 

life in a medieval village – lords of the manor, working the land, replacing the 

millstone, the role of the church – but also features experience of the Black Death, 

Royal visits and the Battle of Agincourt, giving a surprising view of this neglected 
period.  

 

New Year walks:  The Museum’s walks team runs guided walks on the Deepdene 

Trail, including access to the grade II* listed Hope family mausoleum.   Guided town 
walks include highlights of historic Dorking, its literary and musical heritage or a 

children’s walk.  All walks 90 minutes.  Group walks by appointment, and special 

dates for individual bookings – the next Deepdene Trail walk is 10.30am on 8th 

January.  All bookings through the website.    
 

Gallery Talk, Thursday 19th January: Keith Robinson gives a talk on the Kent 

marshes background, Dorking life and work of ‘Denham Jordan: Dorking’s Son of 

the Marshes’.  Although he styled himself ‘A Son of the Marshes’, Denham Jordan 
(1836-1920) spent most of his life in Dorking.  A house painter and decorator by 

trade, he was a keen naturalist and very highly regarded as a writer on and painter of 

wild life.  The talk takes place at the Museum at 7pm, doors open 6.30, entry £5 on 

the door, includes a glass of Prosecco. 
 

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.  Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.  

www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk,  01306 

876591. 

The vicar was preaching a powerful sermon concerning death and judgment.  In the 

course of the sermon, he said:  “Just think – all of you living in this parish will one 

day die.”  At this, a man in the front pew began to laugh quietly.   

After the service the vicar demanded sternly why he had found such a serious subject 

so funny?  The man explained: “I was just happy, because I don’t live in this parish.” 

mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2016 

 

A very big thank you to everyone who contributed to this year’s Poppy Appeal.  The 

combined villages of Buckland and Betchworth raised the magnificent sum of 

£3,555. 
 

My heartfelt thanks go to those stalwart door to door collectors, who tramp the 

streets in all weathers, offering you the poppies and other items in return for as large 

a donation as possible.  If anyone would like to join their ranks, please contact me 
at: jamesfday@me.com   It is a very rewarding task, really. 

 

James Day 

Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser for Buckland and Betchworth 

BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY  
 

The Betchworth and Buckland Society 2016 Annual Dinner at Reigate Heath Golf 

Club on 25th November gave 63 members and guests the opportunity to get together 
and kick start the Christmas party season in fine style, with RHGC providing the 

ideal venue, an excellent menu and a choice of fine wines. The current Chairman 

gave a brief review of the Society’s year and took the opportunity to introduce his 

successor, Mr. Richard Worsley, who will take over on 1st January 2017.  Members 
were also reminded that the Society’s traditional Christmas drinks party will be held 

on Sunday 18th December, between 12 noon and 2pm, in the Buckland Reading 

Rooms (members £5, guests £6 and children under 15 free). 

T.C.   

Brockham Green Horticultural Society 

wish all of their members a Happy New 
Year.  The Society hopes 2017 will be a 

successful growing year for the keen 

gardeners amongst you. 

 
Dates for your 2017 diaries: 

 

Talks: 

 
Monday 20th February  

Monday 20th March 

Monday 24th April 

 
Subjects to be arranged and announced 

shortly. 

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

15     

JANUARY GARDEN NOTES  
 

If you have ericaceous (acidic) soil, there are many plants which will thrive in your 

garden.  Don’t give up if your soil is chalky or alkaline: growing in pots will enable 

you to enjoy this colourful range of plants.  
 

Rhododendrons, Azaleas and Camellias will happily grow in full sun, but will be best 

in part or full shade.  They are naturally woodland plants so will benefit from moist 

soil, but they will not appreciate waterlogged roots during the winter.  Sandy and 
loamy soils are ideal, but they are liable to dry out in the dry summer months so 

mulch the plants with bark chippings. 

 

Because their evergreen foliage is so dense, light rain often doesn’t permeate through 
to the roots, so water well around the base of the plant.  To keep the soil humus-rich 

over time, regularly add composted leaf mould to the soil.  Feed in April and again in 

September.  Ericaceous feeds are best, and an instant zap with sequestered iron is a 

wonderful tonic for tired plants.  
 

Many Camellias bud up in late autumn ready for flowering in early spring.  Protect 

these from hard frosts or persistent biting cold winds by covering with fleece. 

Rhododendrons and azaleas will often flower so profusely that the foliage can barely 
be seen; for scent, deciduous azaleas are excellent.  

 

Many other plants which will benefit from similar conditions.  Skimmia have long-

lived buds with scented flowers in early spring.  Magnolia are always impressive 
with their bold tulip flowers, or try Grandiflora for large glossy leaves and white 

fragrant flowers.  Keep some space for heathers, which are a reliable favourite.  

 

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries   

 
THE WHEEL OF WELLBEING 

 

The Communications team at Surrey County Council has sent a request for help 

promoting a new public health initiative called the Wheel of Wellbeing.  There is a 

website http://www.healthysurrey.org.uk/your-health/mental-wellbeing/ 
wheel-of-well-being/ and a link will shortly be added to the village website, but for 

those who do not use the internet (still 11% households in Buckland) you might like 

a copy. 

 

Six ways to boost your happiness 

Looking after your physical health is essential but sometimes we forget about our  
 

Continued on next page 
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mental health, which it’s just as important to take care of.  The Wheel of Well-being 

is a handy way to think about some of the things you can do to help you improve 
your mood, reduce the risk of depression, strengthen your relationships, and even add 

up to seven years to your life.  It’s made up of six easy steps, so why not give them a 

try and see how they can make a difference to your happiness? 

 

Mind: keep learning 

Coping with stressful situations, being more optimistic and better satisfied are just a 

few of the benefits that life-long learners get.  Classes and courses are great ways to 

learn, so have a look at what Surrey Adult Learning has to offer. 
 

Body: be active 

Small amounts of exercise can boost your mental alertness, reduce stress and anxiety, 

and increase your self-esteem.  Think about joining a local sports club – Active 
Surrey have some great options for clubs and activities to take part in.  

 

Planet: care 

Your life satisfaction can improve lots if you play your part in looking after the 
planet.  Have a look at Recycle for Surrey for lots of simple tips and ideas to help 

you cut down on waste, from tasty recipes that use up leftover food, to how you can 

recycle old clothes and home textiles. 

 

Spirit: give 
Giving to others can make you happier, which in turn makes you more likely to carry 

on giving, so it’s a great way to begin a cycle of generosity and happiness. 

Volunteering is a great way to do this – have a look at some of the many 
opportunities to volunteer in Surrey here. 

 

Place: take notice 

You’re more likely to understand yourself better and enjoy your life if you pay 
attention to what’s around you. Try taking a stroll through some of Surrey’s 

spectacular countryside, or finding out about how mindfulness could help – you’ll 

find lots of information about it on the NHS website. 

 

People: connect 

Socialising can make you more confident and reduce your chances of becoming 

depressed and lonely.  It’s a great reason to meet up with an old friend or have a chat 

on the phone with a family member.  You could also help out in your local 
community and get to know your neighbours, or volunteer as a befriender – search on 

Surrey Information Point to find out about befriending schemes where you live.  

Have a look at the Healthy Surrey website for lots more ideas. 
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ON THE PERILS OF THE CRIB SERVICE 

The Rectory, St. James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

I was pleased that you enjoyed your first Christmas in your parish, although a little 
disappointed that you replaced the ‘boring’ Crib Service with a ‘more exciting’ 

alternative.  I have yet to understand the theology - or even point - of your 

‘Bananarama’ celebration.  I’m sure your bishop would be interested to hear of its 

biblical authority. 
 

Having said that, our own Crib Service proved to be a little unorthodox, and far from 

boring.  Choosing the cast is always a delicate process.  One of the youngsters who 

wanted to be Joseph was only given the part of the innkeeper. He seemed to accept 
the disappointment with good grace, but had clearly made his plans. 

 

On the evening of the performance, Joseph knocked on the innkeeper’s door and 

asked if there was any room.  This was our innkeeper’s great opportunity.  He threw 
open the door and told Joseph and Mary that there was plenty of room and they were 

both welcome.  The cast and audience froze, while the teacher responsible 

contemplated early retirement.  

 
But Joseph hadn’t got the star part for nothing.  He pretended to look round inside 

and then turned to Mary and said, “Nah, it’s too crowded in there; we’ll use the 

stable round the back.” And so the nativity was rescued by one nine year-old.  

There’s episcopal material in that boy. 
 

Christmas would not be the same without carol singing round the village. There is the 

annual dilemma of deciding when to go and sing in the pub. Too early, and the 

customers aren’t sufficiently maudlin to give generously; too late and they drown out 
the choir with their own variations of ‘Silent Night’. We are offered mulled wine at 

most of the houses we visit. Mr Prentice’s solo as Balthazar became ever more 

operatic with his “sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,” as the evening progressed.  

By the time of our last call his delivery of ‘bleeding, dying’  was so harrowing that 
Mrs Brody, the village librarian, went pale. 

 

And so to the climax of it all, with the midnight Service.  We had a full church lit 

only by candles, which ruin many a good coat every year. However, Mr Onion’s 
decision to put up his umbrella as he stood under the great nave candelabra on his 

way to receive Communion was regarded as being a little de trop by most of us.  

But a New Year is now upon us; after the joys of Christmas, Lent comes hard on its 

heels. Precisely my philosophy: every silver lining contains a cloud.  
 

Your loving uncle, Eustace 


