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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

01372 802602 

 842302 

842302 

248909 

07701 347351 

842082 

842082 

07939 560125 

842082 

843297 

844267 

Monday 1 - 4pm Art Group David Burrells 

 4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows Jane Stewart 

 5.30 - 7pm Brownies Jane Stewart 

1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing Meike Laurenson 

Tuesday 10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots Toddlers Debbie Jones 

 2 - 5.15pm Tues. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  

Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class Richard Wheen 

 7 - 9pm Mindfulness  Mark Whale 

Thursday 2 - 5.45pm Thur. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  

 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Tilly Mitchell 

2nd Saturday  1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild Karen Hoad      

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS 

David Sayce     

Mandy Creasey  

Iain Laurenson    

Ian Caldwell              

Pam Patch    

Derek Holgate     

Jane Siegle      

 

Vanessa Sadler       

Ianthe Cox     

Sheena Boyce  

Emma Gallagher     

Margaret Miller 

Catriona Martin  

Jane Stewart 

Jane Douglass   

Dr Jim Docking  

Ken Caldwell  

John Maud 

Liz Vahey  

Doreen Dart  

Julian Steed  

Sheila Dyer   

 

Rhona Hill  

Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 

Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 

Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 

Betchworth Decorative & Fine Arts Society 

Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 

British Legion 

Brockham Green Horticultural Society 

Brockham Surgery/Chemist 

Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary) 

Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 

Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 

Buckland Village Shop  

Children’s Society 

Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland  

Girl Guides contact 

North Downs Primary School 

One World Group 

Reading Room   - Chairman 

 - Treasurer 

 - Secretary 

 - Bookings 

Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 

St. Catherine’s Hospice 

Surrey Police - non-urgent 

Women’s Institute   

 242776 

843610 

  248909 

01306 882178 

   844138 

   842654 

        844496         

843259/842175 

   844059 

    843105 

448023   

 845999 

 842098 

07710 498591 

842302 

 843211 

843260 

843893 

843530 

221444 

842670 

842220 

842046 

101 

843044 
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND  

Rector The Revd. Canon Carol Coslett (842102).  

E-mail: ccoslett@btinternet.com 

Priest in 

Retirement 

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane, 

Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com 

Reader His Honour Peter Slot, The Red House, Old Reigate Road, 

Betchworth RH3 7DR (842010).  Email: tarq1840@aol.com 

Church- 

wardens 

 

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)  

(+ Bell Captain).  Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  

Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG 

(221444) (+ electoral register).  Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com  

Parish  

Admin. 

Mrs Melanie Marsh. Parish Office in Reading Room (845935).  

Email: Officerectory@btinternet.com 

Hon.  

Treasurer 

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 

(841058).  Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com  

Hon. 

Secretary 

Mrs Rosey Davy.  Email: roseydavy@gmail.com 

Organist  Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT 

(241355).  Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).  

Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  

Magazine 

 - Editor  

Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH 

(842082).    Email: rwheen@hotmail.com 

- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).  

Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com 

 - Advertising  Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 

(845298).  Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com 

Church  

Rotas   

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613).  Flowers: Jean Cooke  (245161).  

Other: Philip Haynes (842613) 

Churchyard  

Rose Beds 

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).   

Email: everettleeds@gmail.com 

Friends of St 

Mary’s 

Roger Daniell, Chairman.  Richard Wheen, secretary; details as 

above 
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Articles for the April 2017 issue must be with the editor by Sunday 12th March 

please.  Please send editable versions of articles: we cannot accept 

PDFs, JPGs etc.  If possible, please send graphics in black and white or 

grayscale.  The editor reserves the right to shorten or omit articles 

submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the 

following month.  No acknowledgement of items for the magazine will 

be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).   

 

Editorial  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not 

necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 

 

Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains 

personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the 

magazine.  In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such 

persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website, 

www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net.  Please let the editor know if any of the 

information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs 

to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the 

magazine.  Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on 

the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor. 

12 Mar 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   
 
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 

households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 

1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  It straddles the 

A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway.  The parish registers date back to 1560, 

and the first recorded vicar to 1308.  The present church is thought to have been built 

in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860.  The church has six bells, still 

regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire.  Some of the windows date from the 

14th and 15th centuries.  The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from an 

enemy bomb in 1941.  The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate 

pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.  

The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the 

West end of the church. 

  

Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher 

Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark). 

March 2017 Issue No. 1092  

mailto:ccoslett@btinternet.com
mailto:rev_davideaton@hotmail.com
http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
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Date Flowers Reader/Lesson  Sidesman/Procession  

 
L 
 
 
 
   E 
 
 
 
 
       N 
 
  
 
 
           T 

1st March 

Ash 

Wednesday 

2 Corinthians 5: 

20b-6.10 

8pm Liz Vahey 

3rd March 

Women’s 

World Day of 

Prayer 

 10.30 Carol Leeds/Liz Vahey 

5th March 

1st Sunday in 

Lent 

Catherine 

Breakenridge 

Romans 5. 12-19 

9.30 Pat Evans 

Catherine & Antonio 

Breakenridge, Rosey Davy 

12th March 

2nd Sunday in 

March 

Caroline Gale 

Romans 4:  

1-5, 13-17 

9.30 Caroline Gale 

Trevor Cooke, Liz Vahey & 

Keith Billington 

19th March 

3rd Sunday in 

Lent 

Carol Leeds 

Romans 5: 1-11 

8 

10.30 
David or Sally Sayce 

Carol Leeds 

26th March 

Mothering 

Sunday 

Liz Vahey 

1 Samuel 1: 20-28 

9.30 Philip Haynes 

Sue Haynes, Caroline Gale 

& Pat Evans 

In a survey of 4 to 8 year olds, children revealed a simple but deep grasp of an 

important four-letter word. 

When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over and paint her toenails 

any more.  So my grandfather does it for her, even when his hands got arthritis too.  

That’s love. 

Love is when my mummy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before 

giving it to him, to make sure the taste is OK. 

Love is when you kiss all the time.  Then when you get tired of kissing, you still 

want to be together and you talk more.  My mummy and daddy are like that.  I think 

they look disgusting when they kiss, but they look happy.  

Love is a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they’ve 

known each other so well. 
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COURGETTES OUT OF SEASON 
 

I recently came across a photograph of myself with other clergy tossing a pancake, as 

you do.  It was Shrove Tuesday and a pancake race was being staged although it 

wasn’t me that was doing the racing.  Pancake races go back a long way. It was in the 

village of Olney in Buckinghamshire in 1445 that the idea seems to have first taken 

hold.  A race is still held there today.  Those racing line up in the Market Square 

carrying a cooked pancake in a frying pan and run about 400 yards to the Parish 

Church.  The winner receives a kiss and a prayer book from the vicar.  Of course 

originally the vicar would have been a man and the runners all ladies of the parish. 

It’s a bit different now (thankfully).  If a race was staged in parishes like Betchworth 

and Buckland there might well be gentleman of the parish lining up with the hope of 

receiving a just reward for their endeavours. 

 

There was a practical side to Shrove Tuesday observance because pancakes were an 

easy way of using up food not indulged in during Lent, which began the next day on 

Ash Wednesday.  The ceremony associated with Ash Wednesday is ashing.  The sign 

of the cross is made on our foreheads by the priest who says: “Remember you are 

dust and to dust you shall return.  Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ”.  It is 

an intimate moment in which there is a sharing of our common humanity; we have all 

failed in some way or another and sharing that failure draws us closer together.  It 

also touches on the point of Lent which is to reflect, as best we may, on Jesus’ time 

in the wilderness and our own wilderness experiences and how we respond to them. 

 

The church year is shaped by seasons like Lent which gives way to Easter in the way 

that Winter gives way to Spring.  There was recently some disgust, if not panic, 

because courgettes were in short supply.  Spain was experiencing a cold spell and the 

courgettes were not growing.  Diehards snorted their disgust too and bemoaned those 

who expect everything to be available all the year round.  I don’t suppose a courgette 

out of season does much harm but seasons have their point.  In the church they 

remind us of the life of Christ as we follow his life story through readings and 

ceremonies.  In nature we appreciate the glory of creation in all its variety.  And in 

the seasons of life we recognise each season as it comes and the opportunities it 

March 2017 
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March Diary  
 

Page 

Thur 2nd 7.45pm WI Meeting 23 

 

Fri     
10am Village tidy 14  

3rd     
10.30am WWDP service 6 

Sun 5th 6.15pm Healing Service 9 

Mon 6th 9.30-12.30 Fair Trade break 8, 23 

Tues 7th 7.45pm BODS reading 26 

Mon 20th 7.30pm Parish Meeting (& Brockham Hort. Society talk) 14 (25) 

Wed 22nd 2-4pm St Michael’s drop-in 13 

Fri 24th 8pm One World Group presentation 13 

Sat 25th 10am Churchyard tidy-up 9 

Also the Lent Course (p.11) is on each Tuesday in March, and Lent Lunches in the 

Reading Room (p.8) are on Thursdays in March. 

brings; high jinks in youth and “what do they know” in old age ... or is it the other 

way round?  

 

The seasons of life and all that they bring is perhaps captured nowhere better than in 

Victor Hugo’s “Les Misérables”, often described as the greatest novel of the 19th 

century, (although one wonders how many people have actually read it all, as it runs 

to 1500 pages).  Despite this it has become a very popular story as a film and stage 

musical.  It is the basis of this year’s Lent Course and you may see the film in Christ 

Church Hall, Brockham on 3rd March at 7.30 – free!  The hero of the story is ex-

convict Jean Valjean and his experience of redemption.  Victor Hugo described the 

story in this way: it is a progress from evil to good, from injustice to justice, from 

falsehood to truth, from night to day, from appetite to conscience, from corruption to 

life, from bestiality to duty, from heaven to hell, from nothingness to God.  

 

Ash Wednesday falls this year on 1st March which is also St David’s Day, 

commemorating the Welsh patron saint.  St David was a 6th century monk who lived 

a very simple life and encouraged others to do the same.  His last words before he 

died were “do the little things in life”, which is still today, I’m told, a well known 

phrase in Welsh.  Lent doesn’t have to be momentous to be valuable: it simply has to 

value the little things which make up so much of the seasons of our lives. 
 

David Eaton 
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SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES 

This month’s medium  SUDOKU Last month’s harder SUDOKU 

BRIDGE 
 

South leads a low ♦ to North’s ♦K, and North then leads his  

♥2, on which East can safely throw a ♠ or his remaining ♦.  

South discards a ♠ and West must do likewise, otherwise he 

immediately sets up a third ♦ trick for North/South.  North 

now leads a ♣ to South’s ♣A and West is in trouble.  If he 

throws a ♠ North will make his ♠4: if West throws a ♦, South’s 

small ♦ makes a trick.  Whatever West discards, North/South 

make the remaining tricks. 

CROSSWORD 
 

ACROSS: 1, Corinthians. 9, Abandon. 10, Eglon. 11, Spa.  

13, Deem. 16, Hi-fi. 17, Abijah. 18, Ohad. 20, Myth. 21, Now see. 

22, Knit. 23, Tide. 25, Arm. 28, Nahor. 29, All done.  

30, Kind-hearted.  

 

DOWN: 2, Of age. 3, ISDN. 4, Tens. 5, Idea. 6, Nullify.  

7, Hardworking. 8, Enlightened. 12, Praise. 14, Mad. 15, Vigour. 

19, Abishai. 20, Met. 24, Is one. 25, Arid. 26, Male. 27, Slur. 

    X     

    W     

C R O S S 

    R     

    D     

9 3 1 2 4 6 7 5 8 

7 6 4 9 5 8 1 2 3 

5 8 2 1 3 7 9 6 4 

3 7 5 8 2 1 6 4 9 

2 1 8 6 9 4 3 7 5 

6 4 9 3 7 5 2 8 1 

4 5 3 7 6 9 8 1 2 

1 2 6 5 8 3 4 9 7 

8 9 7 4 1 2 5 3 6 

2 6 8 5 3 9 1 4 7 

3 9 5 4 1 7 8 6 2 

7 1 4 2 6 8 5 3 9 

4 2 6 9 5 1 3 7 8 

8 5 1 7 2 3 6 9 4 

7 9 3 6 8 4 2 5 1 

1 8 7 3 4 5 9 2 6 

6 3 9 1 7 2 4 8 5 

5 4 2 6 9 6 7 1 3 
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POEM OF THE MONTH 
 

Four Seasons fill the measure  of the year; 

There are four seasons in the  mind of 

 man: 

He has his lusty Spring, when fancy clear 

Takes in all beauty with an  easy span: 

He has his Summer, when  luxuriously 

Spring’s honied cud of  youthful thought 

 he loves 

To ruminate, and by such  dreaming high 

Is nearest unto heaven: quiet coves 

His soul has in its Autumn,  when his 

 wings 

He furleth close; contented so to look 

On mists in idleness—to let  fair  things 

Pass by unheeded as a  threshold  brook. 

He has his Winter too of pale  misfeature, 

Or else he would forego his  mortal 

 nature. 

John Keats 

 
THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 

 

A little or superficial knowledge of 

philosophy may incline the 

mind of man to atheism, but a 

further proceeding therein doth 

bring the mind of man back 

again.   

 

Francis Bacon  

PRAYER OF THE MONTH 
 

A prayer by someone of mature years: 

 

Lord, you know better than I know 

myself that I am growing older and will 

some day be really old.  

Keep me from the fatal 

habit of thinking I must 

say something on every 

occasion about every 

subject. Release me from 

craving to straighten out 

somebody’s affairs. Make me thoughtful, 

but not moody; helpful but not bossy.  

With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a 

pity not to use it all, but you know Lord, I 

want a few friends at the end. 
 

 
 
 

GRACE OF THE MONTH 
 

For the farmers who have  worked that we 

 may  eat; 

For those who have bought  and sold this 

 food; 

For those who have  prepared it; 

And most of all to you,  who planned it, 

We thank you, God. 
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Date  St Mary’s,  

 Buckland 

St Michael’s, 

Betchworth 

1st March 

Ash Wednesday 

8pm HC and imposition of 

ashes 

4pm Contemplative Prayer 

(new vestry space) 

3rd March 

Women’s World  

Day of Prayer 

10.30 Joint Upper Mole Group 

Service 

  

5th March 

1st Sunday of Lent 

9.30 Parish Communion 11 Parish Communion 

12th March 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

9.30 Iona Parish Communion 8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Matins 

19th March 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

8.00 

10.30 

HC (BCP) 

Joint Family Service 

 

5pm 

 

Choral Evensong 

26th March 

Mothering Sunday 

9.30 

 

Mothering Sunday All 

Age Parish Communion  

(Posies  

given out) 

8 

10 

 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Posy making in the 

Hamilton Room 

All Age Mothering 

Sunday Family Service 

(Posies given out) 

2nd April 

5th Sunday of Lent 

9.30 Parish Communion 11 Parish Communion 

ELECTORAL ROLL 

If anyone would like to join the Electoral Roll before the APCM on 25th April, please 

let me or the Rector know. 

Liz Vahey, Electoral Roll Officer 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

Baptisms 19th February Erica Elaine Nielsen-Bough, St Michael’s 

 

Marriage Blessing  18th February Aubrey Clark and Jonathan Cummings, St      

  Michael’s 
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St Mary’s, Buckland (with other churches from the Upper Mole Group) invites you 

to a Service at 10.30am, followed by coffee & refreshments 

 
A CELEBRATION OF  

WEDDINGS 

 

 

 

St Michael’s Church, Betchworth   

would like to invite you to…  

 

A Celebration of Weddings in Words and Music  
 

Saturday, 22nd April at 7:30pm  

 

£12.50pp to include wine during interval  

 

Tickets call  843498 

31     March 2017 

SUDOKUS 
 

First a medium one.  Solution on page 33 

And now a trickier one.  Solution next month 

Solution 

on p. 33 

BRIDGE  
  

South to lead in a ♥ 

contract.  How can 

N/S make all 6 tricks 

against any defence? 

 

 NORTH 

 ♠ A 4  

 ♥ 2 

WEST ♦ K   EAST 

♠ K J 9 ♣ 3 2  ♠ 3 2 

♥ -   ♥  - 

♦ J 10 8 SOUTH ♦ Q 4 

♣ - ♠ Q 10 ♣ K Q 

 ♥ - 

 ♦ A 3 2 

 ♣ A 

5 2       1 

   1      

  7 8 2    4 

 4 1   7    

       7  

7     3 5   

   9    5  

  4 2 6     

3      4 1  

2     9  4  

    1  8 6  

 1  2 6     

4 2    1    

   7  3 6   

9    8 4  5  

   3 4 5    

 3      8  

5   8   7   

Politicians welcome 

 

At the pearly gates, St Peter 

greeted a church minister and a 

Member of Parliament and gave 

them their room keys.  “Vicar, 

here are the keys to one of our 

nice single rooms.  And for 

you, Mr MP, the keys to our 

finest penthouse suite.” 

 

“This is unfair!” cried the 

minister. 

 

“Listen,” St Peter said, 

“ministers are a ten a penny up 

here, but this is the first 

Member of Parliament we’ve 

ever seen.” 
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CROSSWORD   Solution on page  33 

ACROSS 
1  These letters come between Romans 

and Galatians (11)  
9  ‘You will not — me to the 

grave’ (Psalm 16:10) (7)  

10 King of Moab to whom the Israelites 

were subject for 18 years (Judges 3:14) 

(5)  

11 Town possessing mineral spring (3)  

13 Mede (anag.) (4)  

16 High-fidelity (abbrev.) (4)  
17 He succeeded his father Rehoboam 

as king of Judah (1 Kings 14:31) (6)  

18 A son of Simeon (Genesis 46:10) (4)  

20 Controversial religious book of the 
1970s, The — of God Incarnate (4) 

21 ‘He has received from the Father the 

promised Holy Spirit and has poured out 

what you — — and hear’ (Acts 2:33) 
(3,3) 

22 ‘You — me together in my mother’s 

womb’ (Psalm 139:13) (4)  

23 Edit (anag.) (4)  
25 ‘Who has believed our message and to 

whom has the — of the Lord been 

revealed?’ (Isaiah 53:1) (3)  

28 Abraham’s brother (Genesis 22:23) (5)  
29 ‘When Mordecai learned of — that had 

been — , he tore his clothes’ (Esther 4:1) (3,4)  

30 Sympathetic (Proverbs 11:16) (4-7) 

 
DOWN 
2  ‘That was why his parents said, “He is — 

—; ask him”’ (John 9:23) (2,3) 
3  Integrated Services Digital Network 

(1,1,1,1) 

4  ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his 

— of thousands’ (1 Samuel 18:7) (4)  
5  Concept (John 8:14) (4)  

6  ‘Do we, then, — the law by this faith? Not 

at all! Rather, we uphold the law’ (Romans 

3:31) (7)  

7  Industrious (2 Timothy 2:6) (11)  

8  ‘I pray also that the eyes of your heart may 

be — in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you (Ephesians 1:18) (11)  

12 ‘Out of the same mouth come — and 

cursing’ (James 3:10) (6)  

14 This was how many of the Jewish leaders 
described Jesus (John 10:20) (3)  

15 Vitality (Job 20:11) (6)  

19 He urged David to kill Saul at Hakilah (1 

Samuel 26:8) (7)  
20 ‘So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul — 

with the church and taught great numbers of 

people’ (Acts 11:26) (3)  
24 ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 

Lord — — ’ (Deuteronomy 6:4) (2,3)  

25 Parched (Matthew 12:43) (4)  

26 ‘In the image of God he created him; — 
and female he created them’ (Genesis 1:27) 

(4)  

27 Disparagement (Psalm 15:3) (4) 
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GATTON COMMUNITY THEATRE 
 

“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten 

before God.” 

 

Would you like to take part in a new piece of community theatre?  Gatton 

Community Theatre invites adults and children (aged 8+) to be involved as actors or 

backstage helpers in their summer production at Gatton Park. To express an interest 

or to find out more you are invited to come along to a drama workshop at Gatton 

Park, Rocky Lane, Reigate, on Saturday 4th March, 2.30-4.30pm.  (Meet in the Royal 

Alexandra & Albert School Chapel).  There are no membership fees. 

 

If a Sparrow Should Fall is a newly commissioned piece of theatre, and will take the 

form of an open air promenade theatre production within the beautiful grounds of 

Gatton Park, Reigate, with eight performances over two weeks in July.  Rehearsals 

will start after Easter.  The production will be directed by Libby Egwuba. 

 

The play will follow Legion, a homeless ex-serviceman, his dog and a sparrow on a 

journey of self-discovery. During his search for an acceptance of who he is and a 

cure for his sickness, Legion meets a number of animals - the sparrow, a cat, a 

magpie, a mouse, and others - who tell him stories of a miracle healer, and so he 

begins his search until finally he encounters The Lamb.  Familiar stories from the 

bible are the inspiration for the animals’ own original stories; at times funny and at 

others poignant, it will be the story of a journey of discovery, friendship and love and 

suitable for all ages of audience, both adults and children aged 8+. 

 

Inspiration for the play comes from Luke 12:6 and Matthew 6:25-34. 
“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before 

God.  Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than 

food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow 

nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 

of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to 

his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 

field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 

glory was not arrayed like one of these. ... 

  

If you would like any further information please email 

enquires@gattoncommunitytheatre.org.uk or tel  832757 or  642588. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A25-34&version=ESV
mailto:enquires@gattoncommunitytheatre.org.uk
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LENT LUNCHES 
 

Ash Wednesday this year is on 1st March so our first Lent Lunch, soup, bread and 

butter and tea and coffee will be on Thursday 2nd March at 12 noon in the Buckland 

Reading Room.  During Lent, lunches will be held weekly until Maundy Thursday. 

 

We look forward to seeing all our regular friends and hopefully 

some new faces will join us.  We are a friendly crowd and it is 

lovely to hear all the natter and laughter at our lunches.  If you 

need to know more about us please phone Carol Leeds on 

247399 or Liz Vahey on  221444. 

Enjoy a cuppa in a Fairtrade Break for Fairtrade 

Fortnight.  Sale of Goods to support Opportunities 

Through Trade.  Contact Rector for more details. 6th 

March 9:30am till 12:30pm at the Rectory.  And see p.23. 

   REIGATE DEANERY QUIET DAY 
 

Living Well in Time and Eternity 

 

“We need to turn more often to the deep wells in Christian 

tradition which can help us live well amidst the pressures  

of daily life.” 

 

Leader: Bishop Richard, Bishop of Kingston 

 

Saturday 8th April, 10am to 4pm at Wychcroft,  

South Park Lane, Bletchingley, RH1 4NE 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Ticket price is £22.50 each which includes morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea  

 

I would like ….. tickets  

Name………………………..  Address/email address………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….  

Church……………………...Special Dietary requirements……………………… 

Please return with a cheque payable to Reigate Deanery to Chris Elliott, 2 Wray 

Lane, Reigate, RH2 0HS  
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MUSIC IN DORKING 
 

4th at 12 noon, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free,  01306 884229 

5th at 3pm, Piatti string quartet at Dorking Halls, £20,  01306 740619 

Tuesdays at 8.30pm, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club,  07415 815784 

12th at 7pm, Bach St Matthew Passion at Dorking Halls, £9-17,  01403 240093 

18th at 9pm,, LHMF Youth choirs competition at Dorking Halls 

18th at 7.30pm, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s, £15,  01306 881821 

19th at 3pm, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717 

25th at 7.30pm, Kammerphilharmonie at Dorking Halls, £12-25,  01306 740619 

30th at 7.15pm, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717 

 

The Leith Hill Musical Festival has its first concert this month under 

its new conductor Jonathan Willcocks - a performance of Bach’s 

great choral masterpiece, the St Matthew Passion.  Then comes the 

youth choirs’ day, in which some thirty school choirs and other 

young singers perform and compete - a veritable feast of young 

talent.  The main festival competitions and concerts follow in April. 

 

Further choral music is provided by Brockham choral society.  Under their musical 

director Patrick Barrett, and supported by soloists and orchestra, the choir will 

perform Puccini’s Messa di Gloria along with some well-known opera choruses.  If 

bought in advance, the tickets are only £12. 

 

The Dorking Concertgoers present the second concert by the Piatti string quartet.  

Their series of three concerts features all of Brahms’ quartets, and in this concert it is 

the turn of quartet no. 2, a light and graceful work.  Also in the programme are a 

short piece by Webern, Britten’s Three divertimenti and an early Haydn quartet.  The 

final concert of the series will follow in April. 

 

The Concertgoers also have a concert by the Kammerphilharmonie Europa, a 

chamber orchestra of musicians from across Europe.  Their programme has several  

favourites - including Grieg’s Holberg suite and Holst’s St Paul’s suite - and it will 

also feature a performance of Hummel’s brilliant and virtuosic trumpet concerto. 

 

This month’s lunchtime concert at St Martin’s church will be given by soprano 

Alison Bishop plus pianist.  Watermill Jazz meets every Tuesday evening with a 

different line-up of performers each week - details will be on the website. 

 

And finally there are two screenings at the Dorking Halls.  Live from the Bolshoi in 

Moscow comes a programme of contemporary ballet, and from the Royal Opera 

House in London comes a live relay of Puccini’s Madame Butterfly, a tragic story of 

love and self-sacrifice in an exotic Japanese setting. 
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LEITH HILL PLACE 
 

Our new season begins on Friday 24th March and we have been very busy behind the 

scenes getting ready for our upcoming events.  Foremost among these 

is ‘Wedgwood at Home’, an exhibition of important Wedgwood china 

which is being lent to us this year by Lady Wedgwood.  When Ralph 

Vaughan Williams’ cousin Ralph Wedgwood lived in the house in the 

1960s and ’70s, two rooms in the house were open to visitors to view 

the family’s antique china.  One of these rooms, now known as the 

‘Wedgwood Room’, will be used for this year’s exhibition and will be 

displaying pieces not exhibited for nearly fifty years.  

 

The exhibition will show the various developments made by Wedgwood in the style 

and design of the wares, and uncover how the collection was assembled by various 

family members from auctions and inheritances.  It is a rare chance to see an 

exquisite selection of ceramics.  

 

The exhibition begins on 28th April and will continue until the season finishes.  No 

booking required.  Free entry but normal admission charges apply to non members.  

From Friday 24th March until 1st May, we are presenting a display of silk painting by 

Wendy Undazan, who found her inspiration whilst working for a UK based Japanese 

art company.  This exhibition celebrates light and colour, exploring the notion of 

space and scale, and complements the wide diversity of natural beauty on display in 

springtime on the Leith Hill estate.  No booking required.  Free entry but normal 

admission charges apply to non members. 

 

For Mothers’ Day on 26th March, why not bring your mother to Leith Hill Place and 

treat her to one of the delicious cream teas made by our volunteer bakers?  All mums 

accompanied by their children have free entry to the house. 

 

Leith Hill Place opening times are 11am to 5pm on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 

as well as Bank Holiday Mondays.  There are no card facilities at the house so we 

can only accept cash for payment or donation.  Please note that there is a short walk 

from the Rhododendron Wood car park (RH5 6LU) to the house, some of which 

crosses a field.  Stout shoes or boots are recommended, as well as a change of shoes 

in wet weather. Blue badge holders and less mobile visitors are welcome to park by 

the house.  Please contact us on  01306 711 685 if you have any queries. 

Holding 

Little Johnny asked his Grandma how old she was.  Grandma answered, “39 and 

holding.” Johnny thought about that and then asked; “And how old would you be if 

you let go?” 

9     March 2017 

CHURCHYARD TIDY-UP 
 

We would like to have a spring clean of the Churchyard before Easter and we have 

picked the dates of Saturday 25th March and Saturday 1st April at 10am.  Coffee and 

refreshments will be served during the morning.   If you can manage one or both of 

these dates please let Everett Leeds know on  247399.  Please bring your own 

gardening tools.  We look forward to hearing from you.     

E.L. 

REIGATE DEANERY  
 

A SERVICE OF WHOLENESS AND HEALING… 
 

On Sunday 5th March at 6.15pm 

 

to be hosted at Emmanuel Church, Sidlow Bridge, Reigate 

RH2 8HQ (on the A217 South of Reigate) 

 

A time to gather and rest and worship in God’s presence, 

with an opportunity to receive prayer, anointing with oil 

and simply share the grace-filled communion and company 

of God’s people in bread and wine. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

For further details please contact Chris Elliott:  244919  

email reigatedeanery@gmail.com 

GOOD FRIDAY, 14th APRIL 
 

Activities for all the family, in the Reading Room, Buckland, starting at 10.30am: 

 

 Walkabout service  

 Treasure Hunt 

 Build the Easter Garden 

 Hot Cross Buns 

 Create your own ‘take away' Easter garden 

 Crafts for younger ones ... all until 1 pm 

 

More details in April magazine or contact the Rector. 
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MOTHERING SUNDAY 
 

This year Mothering Sunday takes place on 26th March. 

 

Buckland 

There will be an All Age Communion Service in Buckland  

at 9.30am when posies will be given out to mothers and  

ladies of the congregation. 

 

Betchworth 

Children, young people and the Junior Church Families are invited to attend a 

Making Session in the Hamilton Room at 10.00am to make posies.  Flowers and 

foliage may also be dropped at the Hamilton room for 10am. 

 

The posies will be given out during the 11am Mothering Sunday Service (non- 

Eucharistic) in Betchworth.  

REIGATE DEANERY SYNOD REPORT 
 

An eventful meeting was held on 7th February at St 

Wilfrid’s in Horley, the last before the APCM’s and a time 

when new Deanery Reps are sought to complement or 

replace existing representatives from both our churches.  It 

was also an opportunity to discover The Mission focus from 

all the churches in the Deanery.  Large A5 posters created 

by Church PCC’s revealed all their future Mission Action 

Plans and will become plans-to-share. 

 

Our guest speaker was the Revd. Clive Richardson from the Guildford Diocese.  His 

talk centred on carers in our congregations, both adult and children. It was a hugely 

interesting talk that revealed that 6.5 million carers in the country work unpaid, with 

a surprising 6,000 new carers emerging every day, creating savings for the 

Government of £119 billion on an annual basis.  Carers need recognition, recognition 

for isolation, fear and exhaustion!  Soon there will be just the one contact number for 

Mole Valley Carers, and we heard that there will be a workshop day for schools to 

discuss carers as young as 14/15 years. 

 

For information on future events visit http://www.reigatedeanery.org.uk/upcoming-

events/.  Also Church websites. 

 

Tom Briscombe 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN MARCH 
 

Our current exhibition: Dorking Museum’s spring exhibition portrays everyday life 

in a small medieval village in the 13th - 15th centuries. ‘Medieval Betchworth’, in 

association with the Betchworth Village Archives team, tells of the manor, the mill, 

the church and the villagers working on the land.  But also, half of the villagers fell 

victim to the Black Death, three English kings passed through the village, as well as 

the French Crown Prince Louis, whilst a villager served as Henry V’s chief surgeon 

at the Battle of Agincourt. 

 

English Tourism Week (25th March - 2nd April):  Dorking Museum is open as 

normal, but please book early for the Museum’s 

outside open days: Guided Walks around 

historic Dorking (Saturday 1st April, 11am) and 

on the Deepdene Trail (Sunday 2nd April, 2pm), 

and  Tours of Dorking’s South Street Caves 

(Saturday 1st April, 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm).  

Groups can also book Dorking or Deepdene 

Trail walks, Cave tours or group Museum visits 

by appointment.   Details, prices and bookings 

through the Museum website.  

 

 

 

Volunteers:  The Museum does rely on 

our enthusiastic team of volunteers to 

build on our activities.  If you have a 

few hours to spare and would like to get 

involved, there are many varied 

opportunities, in the Museum, out in the 

community or working from home.  See 

the Volunteer Opportunities page of our 

website, email, write or phone to find 

out more. 

 

The Museum is at 62 West Street, 

Dorking RH4 1BS.  Open Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday, 10am-4pm. Visit 

www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries 

to admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or 

phone  01306 876591. 

http://www.reigatedeanery.org.uk/upcoming-events/
http://www.reigatedeanery.org.uk/upcoming-events/
mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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BETCHWORTH OPERATIC & DRAMATIC SOCIETY 
 

BODS invite you to an open evening of informal play readings on Tuesday 7th 

March, 7.45pm at Betchworth Village Memorial Hall 

(Geoffrey Browne Room).   Pull up a chair and try your 

hand at reading or just enjoy listening in a social 

atmosphere and hear about BODS productions.  No  

stage work on this occasion.   We are always pleased to 

welcome prospective new members to our team, for  

both on- and off-stage involvement.   

 

For further information contact our website www bodsweb.com or telephone Pam 

Patch on  844138. 

BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY  
QUIZ NIGHT REPORT 

 
“Mary, Mary” Denise Moseling, our quizmaster, announced our next round 

of questions.  Jokers were played but to our consternation Mary, Mary 

proved to be quite contrary.  Teams rallied round and found answers to 

these gardening themed questions.  Not quite as we thought on famous ladies. 

 

A big thank you to Denise for setting the questions and being a superb quizmaster, 

making it such an enjoyable event for the 80 contestants.  Our evening had started 

with a sumptuous homemade meal prepared by local chefs, Jeannette and John 

Foreman.  The committee extended a warm welcome to newcomers and we look 

forward to seeing them at future events in 2017. 

 

An exciting close run finish - 1st Liberal Elite, 2nd Buckland Shaggers, and 3rd The 

Ignorants. 

Dave Lynch  07729 151314 
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LENT COURSE 3rd MARCH - 3rd APRIL 2017 
LES MISERABLES - ANOTHER STORY MUST BEGIN 

 

ANOTHER STORY MUST BEGIN is a 

great little Lent Course that is based on 

excerpts from the film/musical based on 

the book Les Misérables by Victor Hugo. 

The course lasts five weeks and, using the 

characters from the Les Misérables, the 

author leads us through the traditional 

Christian disciplines of Lent.  Lent, a time 

of preparation leading up to Easter when 

Christians remember the sacrifice of Jesus 

on the Cross at Calvary, should not only 

be a time for reflection on our inner  

natures, but a time to reassess what we can 

do with our lives and for those around us. 

 

The first four weeks focus on looking at 

(an) individual character(s) and from them 

pulling and teasing out the ideas that are 

incorporated into them.  The course 

concludes with week five, where we look 

at the issue of Redemption and Salvation 

as played out in the book and film.  The 

characters that the author chose are: 

Fantine and Cosette, The Bishop of Digne, 

Valjean and Javert. 

 

A reminder of the dates:  

3rd March: full screening of the film Les Misérables at 7.30pm at  Christ Church 

Community Hall, Brockham.  Thereafter the course will run for five consecutive 

Tuesday evenings meeting at 7.30pm for an 8pm start at the following venues: 

 

Session 1 (Fantine/Cosette)  7th March Christ Church Community Hall, Brockham 

Session 2 (Jean Valjean)  14th March Christ Church Community Hall, Brockham 

Session 3 (Bishop of Digne)  21st March Buckland Reading Room 

Session 4 (Javert)  28th March Emanuel Church, Sidlow Bridge  

Session 5 (Redemption)  4th April Christ Church Community Hall, Brockham  

 

If you would like further details or would like to enrol for this course please contact  

Revd. Dr Rob Kenyon  07986 705654.  email:robfleckenyon3@gmail.com or the 

Rector, Revd. Canon Carol Coslett.  

http://bodsweb.com/
mailto:robfleckenyon3@gmail.com
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THE REAL EASTER EGG COMPETITION  
 

The Real Easter Egg is all about sharing the Easter story so we 

would be fascinated to see how young people visualize what 

happened that first Easter Sunday.  There will be a prize of 

£250 for the winning primary school, secondary school, 

Sunday school or Messy Church with runners-up prizes of 

£150 for second placed entries. 

 

We would like children to draw their version of what happened 

on Easter Sunday according to the Bible. They could also use a 

short quotation from the Gospel in their design. 

 

Entry Details 
Entries must be on A4 paper.  On the back of each entry you must write the name of 

the child, age, school or church and a contact number.  Entries must be sent to MCC 

Basement Suite, 11a Eagle Brow, Lymm, Cheshire, WA13 0LP, and must arrive by 

Friday 17th March.  We regret that we cannot return posters or receive entries by 

email.  The competition is open to all children but limited to one entry per person. 

 

The egg that shares the Easter Story 

The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010.  Each year along with the chocolate 

comes the story of Easter in a fun way for children to learn and remember what 

Easter is about.  This year a 24 page Easter story activity-book is included in the 

Original, Egg Hunt and Dark eggs.  The Special Edition has an Easter traditions 

booklet inside.  The Sharing box, with 30 eggs, comes with colour-in posters.   

 

The eggs are available online at www.realeasteregg.co.uk or you can purchase them 

from the Post Office in Betchworth. 

HAMSTER CAGE 
 

If you are thinking of getting a 

hamster, or would like to 

upgrade your existing 

hamster’s home, we have a 

lovely hamster cage.   It is a 

good size, complete with tubes, 

platform, house, exercise 

wheel.  Also an exercise 

ball.   Donation to church 

funds.   Photo on request at 

gaynorlday@icloud.com 

 

FROM THE MAGAZINE OF THE 
LIGHT MUSIC SOCIETY 

 

Agnus Dei was a woman composer famous for 

her church music – child’s essay.  

Most composers don’t live until they are dead – 

child’s essay  

 

SIGN ON DOOR OF MUSIC SHOP 
 

Gone Chopin, but have Liszt, so Bach in a 

Minuet. 

25     March 2017 

♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB  ♦ ♣ 
  

Recent winners are as follows: 

  

26th Jan: N/S:   Liz Martin & Richard Wheen 

 E/W: Geoff Woodcock & Mike Foss 

2nd Feb: N/S: Richard Pocock & Geoff Woodcock 

 E/W: Diana & David Watson 

9th Feb: N/S: Richard Pocock & Geoff Woodcock 

 E/W: Douglas & Roberta Rounthwaite 

16th Feb: N/S: Bruce Paul & Helena Pollock 

 E/W: Robin Hoare & Richard Wheen 

 

Congratulations to all concerned.  We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room 

each Thursday and start at 2.15pm, but please arrive and sit down no later than 

2.05pm.  For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland. 

 

Please do not park in front of the village shop or block access to Dungates Lane or to 

houses in the area. 

 

For those interested, there is now a bridge club in the Reading Room on Tuesday 

afternoons, also at 2.15pm.  This is intended for those who want more practice or 

who feel they are not yet quite up to the standard of the Thursday Club.  For further 

information   842082. 

 Richard Wheen 

 

 

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 

Our talks for 2017 commenced with the fascinating subject of garden photography by 

Mark Saunders (Head Gardener from Fittleworth House near Pepworth).  Mark 

thrilled us with lots of techniques and ideas, which will help us to produce brilliant 

results. 

 

The March talk ‘The Modern Kitchen Garden’ will be given by 

Barry Newman.  Barry is a well known grower, exhibitor, 

lecturer and NVS and Britain in Bloom judge.  His talk will 

cover the traditional approach to growing vegetables, container 

growing in small spaces and raised bed cultivation. 

 

The second talk will take place on Monday 20th March at the Recreational Pavilion 

Hall, Middle Street, Brockham at 7.30pm.  Entrance fee £3.  All Members and Non-

members welcome. 

http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk
mailto:gaynorlday@icloud.com
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LEITH HILL MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 
St Matthew Passion - Sunday 12th March 
Ralph Vaughan Williams led the Festival choirs in the first performance of Bach’s St 

Matthew Passion at the newly opened Dorking Halls in 1931, the year in which his 

sister Margaret had died.  

 

In 2017 the choir are joined for the performance by the wonderful 

baroque orchestra Canzona (www.canzona.org.uk), plus a team of 

professional soloists and young singers for ripieno as required, led by 

newly appointed Festival Conductor, Jonathan Willcocks. 

 

Competitions & Concerts 6th - 8th April 
April sees three consecutive Festival days at the Dorking Halls from 

Thursday 6th to Saturday 8th April, each day consisting of 

competitions between four member choirs in the morning, followed 

by an afternoon rehearsal for a concert by the combined choirs in the 

evening.  Why not come and watch the competitions and support 

your local choral society? There’s a great variety of music performed. 

 

On Thursday the main work will be Parry’s Blest pair of sirens and Vaughan 

Williams Dona nobis pacem.  Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society will be 

singing on Friday 7th April, together with the other Division 1 choirs.  The 

programme will include Mendelssohn’s Elijah. 

 

Singing on the final day will be the choirs of Division 2 and the programme will 

include Andrew Carter’s Benedicite and Haydn’s Little Organ Mass. 

 

The evening concerts are, of course, special highlights, with the performances 

conducted by Festival Conductor, Jonathan Willcocks, and supported by professional 

orchestras and young soloists of the highest calibre.  

ST MICHAEL'S ORGAN RECITALS 
 

Please make a note of the dates of the next recitals: 

 

Saturday 24th June 2017 at 4.00 pm - D’Arcy Trinkwon 

 (International Concert  Organist) 

Saturday 23rd September 2017 at 4.00 pm - Stephen Disley  

 (Sub  Organist,  Southwark  Cathedral) 

13     March 2017 

ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN TEAS  
        

Thank you to everyone who came to see our Alternative 

Christmas Tree at the festival in December.   

 

We are now into the 2017 round of Drop-In teas with the 

following dates: 22nd March, 26th April, 24th May, 28th 

June, 26th July, 23rd August, 27th September, 25th October 

and 22nd November (sixth anniversary). 

 

If you are in Church Street, Betchworth between 2 and 4pm on the fourth 

Wednesday of any month, do Drop-In to the Hamilton Room for tea 

and cakes or biscuits.  Recent donations have supported Renewed 

Hope Trust, who run the night-shelter and drop-in in Redhill, and 

Sebastian’s Action Trust who are putting the donation to their 

Summer Christmas event, for children (and families) who may not be 

well enough to celebrate next December.  

 

Thank you to all helpers and we look forward to seeing you. 

 

Contact Margaret Miller:  842098 or e-mail: jma.miller@btinternet.com for more 

information or transport. 

Buckland One World Group 

Friday 24th March at 8pm in Buckland Reading Room 

MADAGASCAR RE-VISITED 

A presentation by Theresa Haine, formerly Director of the charity Money for 

Madagascar 

Theresa has recently returned from one of the poorest countries in the world 

Admission free (including tea or coffee) 

Collection for Money for Madagascar 

http://www.canzona.org.uk
http://www.lhmf.org.uk/index.php/about/professionals/festival-con/
http://www.lhmf.org.uk/index.php/about/professionals/orchestras/
http://www.lhmf.org.uk/index.php/about/professionals/soloists-and-award-winners/
mailto:jma.miller@btinternet.com


14     March 2017 

BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

Great British Spring Clean Event 

If you can arrange to be free between 1.30pm and 3.30pm on Friday 3rd March, 

please join in our village tidy.   

 

This spring “tidy up” is being arranged to coincide with the Great British Spring 

Clean Event that will be taking place across the country between 

Friday 3rd March and Sunday 5th March 2017.  This national campaign 

is being supported locally by Mole Valley District Council (‘MVDC’).  

MVDC has agreed to supply us with waste bags and to arrange for the 

waste material we collect to be taken away.  We shall be meeting by 

the Parish Council Notice Board at the top of Old Road and opposite 

the village shop shortly before 1.30pm and, depending upon the 

number of people who turn up, will work our way through a nominated list of tasks.    

 

Most of the tasks we have planned will require the use of gardening tools to weed/

clear unwanted vegetation and to clear earth that has built up “in the wrong place”, so 

you may find it helpful to bring along a trug or wheelbarrow (if you have one!) and 

your favourite hand tools (trowels, weeding tools, secateurs and/or spade).  Whilst 

MVDC will be supplying us with gloves you may prefer to bring along your own.   

Please come wearing appropriate clothing and footwear for the weather on the day.  

 

2017 Annual Parish Meeting  

This year’s Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 20th March, at 7.30pm in 

the Reading Room.  The meeting will commence with a report by the Chairman, 

Nigel Husband, and will include the presentation of accounts for the Parish Council 

and a report from Buckland Parochial Charity.  

 

Following the retirement of Adrian Sanders and the appointment of his son, Dominic, 

in his stead, the meeting will conclude with an update from the Buckland Estate that 

will include further details on the status of Tapwood and Park Lakes as well progress 

on granting public access to the latter. 

 

Coffee/Tea will be served during the evening.  We hope to see as many Buckland 

residents as possible at the meeting and hope you will join us. 

 

Opportunity to become a Parish Councillor 

There is currently an opportunity to become a Parish Councillor; if you think you 

could be interested and would like to find out more about what is involved please 

contact the Clerk or one of the Councillors as soon as practicable.    

 

Sheena Boyce, Clerk  -  bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk 
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FAIRTRADE  

St Michael’s and St Mary’s and the local community are having a ‘FAIRTRADE 

BREAK’ at the Rectory on Monday 6th March 2017 from 9.30am 

to 12.30pm: coffee, biscuits and a host of Fairtrade goods, 

supporting Fairtrade to drive much-needed change for farmers in 

developing countries during Fairtrade Fortnight (27th February to 

12th March). 

 

In Kenya’s coffee and tea-growing regions one in three people live in poverty, while 

tea-pickers in Malawi earn less than £1.46 a day. This is not enough to provide 

decent food, education or healthcare for their families or invest in better farming.  

 

Fairtrade needs us all – campaigners, shoppers and businesses. The support of groups 

such as ours is vital in building awareness of their situation. We look forward to 

seeing you all. 

Tom Briscombe 

The resolutions to go before the NFWI 

annual general meeting in June, from 

which we were required to 

select the most practical, 

were thoroughly 

discussed.  As with other 

local groups, our decision 

was then registered with 

Surrey FWI for counting. 

 

“Why did I buy that ingredient?” was the 

title of Mrs Manning’s talk and 

demonstration at our February 

meeting.   The uses of many unusual 

pulses, rice and pasta were explained and 

samples of prepared dishes with 

buckwheat and pungent herbs were tasted 

while Mrs Manning cooked a quinoa 

based stew with drained tinned beans, 

tuna and water chestnuts. In a visual quiz 

members struggled to identify many 

coloured varieties of rice, 

pulses and pasta from 

different regions, plus 

curious beans.   Members 

thoroughly enjoyed taking 

part in a fiesta of colourful 

and unusual foods.   More 

sedate cooking will grace 

our cake stalls at our annual Teas on the 

Green on 11th June. 

 

Mayfield Lavender will be the theme of 

our next meeting at the Hamilton Room, 

Church Street, Betchworth at 7.45 pm on 

Thursday 2nd March.  Visitors are always 

most welcome. 

Pam Patch 

PEBBLECOMBE W.I. AT BETCHWORTH 

http://www.bucklandsurrey.net/contact/?rsubject=Vacancy%20for%20a%20new%20Parish%20Councillor&remail=bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk&field8=Clerk%20to%20Buckland%20Parish%20Council
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YORGJIN OXO 
 

On Saturday 28th January, Rotary Club of Reigate hosted at Betchworth Village Hall 

a stunning dramatic performance by Farnham Maltings theatre group of the play 

Yorgjin Oxo.  Written by Thomas Crowe, the play was first performed in 2005 with 

the relatively unknown Tom Hiddleston in the lead role. 

 

The capacity audience was greeted by “Nordic” hosts serving “Marshland Tea” and 

pastries prior to their being transported to the wet marshlands which formed the 

backdrop to the story.  The tale was told by the players who wove themselves 

amongst the audience creating a magical backdrop.  The creative skill of the 

players enthralled us with sounds of rainfall, wildlife, squelching mud and the 

“impossible noise” that were all embracing. 

 

The performance was followed by wine and nibbles.  A wonderful night was had by 

all. 

Diana Bromley  

MORE MEDICAL MATTERS 
 

The following is a copy of a letter sent (some time ago, it seems) by a subscriber to a 

well-known hospital in answer to their appeal for funds: 

 

“For the following reasons I am unable to send you a larger cheque.  I have been held 

up, held down, sandbagged, walked upon, sat upon, flattened out and squeezed by the 

Income Tax, the Super Tax, the Tobacco Tax, the Beer Tax, the Spirits Tax, the 

Motor Tax and by every Society, Organisation and Club that the inventive mind of 

man can think of to extract what I may or may not have in my possession —for the 

Red Cross, the Black Cross, the Ivory Cross and the Double Cross and for every 

Hospital in town and country. 

 

“The Government has governed my business till I don’t know who runs it.  I am 

inspected, suspected, examined and re-examined, informed, required and 

commanded so that I don’t know who I am, where I am, or why I am here at all. 

 

“All that I know is that I am supposed to be an inexhaustible supply of money for 

every need, desire or hope of the human race, and because I will not go out and beg, 

borrow or steal money to give away, I am cussed, discussed, boycotted, talked to, 

talked about, lied to, lied about, held up, rung up, robbed and damn-near ruined. 

 

“The only reason why I am clinging to life at all is to see what the hell is going to 

happen next.” 
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NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Hopefully the worst of the cold and 

snowy weather is behind us and the 

children will be able to play outside and 

enjoy the spring weather.  

 

We are now halfway through 

the school year and it’s good 

to see how well the Reception 

children have settled into the 

school routine.  They have 

rapidly become independent learners 

familiar with all the resources and 

equipment that they might need.  Many 

of our children were new to our three 

sites at Betchworth, Leigh and 

Brockham but have quickly made new 

friends and arrive at school bursting 

with enthusiasm. 

 

With the lighter nights and better 

weather children will be out and about 

on their bicycles and scooters.  In 

order to make sure our children are 

safe on the roads and pavements we 

have road safety training and skills 

training for all our pupils.  However, 

sadly the roads around our sites are no 

longer safe for our young 

cyclists largely due to the 

speed of much of our local 

traffic, and some dangerous 

and inconsiderate parking.  

We are, therefore, currently 

thinking about ways to 

improve the congestion during our early 

morning drop off and after school pick 

up.  I am very grateful to the parents 

and local residents who are supporting 

us with this work. 

 

This month ends with Mothering 

Sunday, always a happy occasion in 

school and an opportunity for children 

to remember to say ‘thank you’ for 

everything that their mothers do for 

them. 

Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

North Downs Primary School 

WHO’D BE A MOTHER? 

Constant nagging didn't seem to provide any relief from having to clean up the 

bathroom after each of my three teenage children.  After I cleaned it one day, 

I resorted to posting a sign that read: “Please leave the bathroom as you found 

it.” 

I noticed the bathroom was in the usual mess after my son used it, so I called, 

“Brian, how did you find the bathroom?”  After a brief pause, he replied, 

“Straight down the hall, first door on the right.” 
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Betchworth & Buckland  

Tiny Tots Toddler Group 
Tuesdays 10am – 12, through to 4th April 

 

All are welcome. We have a different craft activity 

every week, a baby corner, ride on area, yummy and 

healthy snacks, and we finish with a story and songs. 
 

Find us at: The Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland, RH3 7DY 

Queries?  Contact Debbie Jones  841005 or  07701 347351 

FONDS 
 

FONDS is a group run by the parents of children attending North Downs Primary 

School based in Betchworth, Brockham & Leigh.  We have recently changed 

FONDS to a registered charity, which is fantastic news and should benefit our 

cause greatly. 

 

We are delighted to report that the Christmas Fair raised 

enough money to potentially source some much needed playground 

equipment, so a huge thank-you to everyone for their support. 

 

Upcoming events: Leigh Charity Plant Sale on 20th May; Quiz night on 28th April; 

and Summer Ball on 10th June.  Dates and further details of events can be found 

on our school website.  Enquiries: fonds@northdowns.surrey.sch.uk.  843384 

Naughty mummy 

A mother asked her young son, as they waited for the bus, to tell the driver he 

was five years old, because then he would ride for free.  As they got into the bus 

the driver asked him how old he was.   “I am five,” said the little boy proudly. 

The driver had a son of his own that age, and smiled.  “And when will you be six 

years old?” he asked.    

“When I get off the bus,” answered the boy. 
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ON WEDDINGS IN SPRING 

The Rectory, St. James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren 

Just as undertakers rub their hands in glee at the coming of Winter frosts, so hoteliers 

with banqueting suites become animated at the first signs of Spring.  We have arrived 

at the first phase of the marriage season.  As the days begin to lengthen and trees start 

to bud, young men find it irresistible not to propose to potential brides.  Some people 

wait to hear the first cuckoo to let them know Spring is on its way; I wait to hear the 

first knock on the Rectory door from couples wanting to book their wedding. 

Naturally, my first job is to try to put them off; it would save them a great deal of 

money and give me many more free Saturdays.  But I always fail, and so the big day 

is booked.  Nowadays, there is such a time lag between booking a marriage service 

and its taking place, I sometimes think it would be easier to book the service first and 

then look for someone to marry at a later, more convenient time. 

Last year it was somewhat different with one couple. They were both in their late 

80’s (a good time to contemplate a first marriage, in my opinion) and asked if they 

could arrange to get married as soon as possible. The usual reason for a hurried 

marriage seemed unlikely at their age and so I asked why. Their answer was 

charming: “At our age, we might not still be here if the great day is much delayed.” 

Of course, booking a marriage is the simplest part of the whole procedure. There are 

florists to negotiate with - made even more complex should there be more than one 

marriage that day.  One bride wants all white, the other red, and so one set of 

priceless flowers is trundled out of church by one set of florists while a competitor 

barrows in the next confection.  

Photographers are inclined to think aisles are racetracks, pews for standing on and 

that all church furniture is moveable - generally once the service has started.  I place 

all photographers in the west gallery before the service and lock them in - 

apologising for my fit of absentmindedness afterwards. 

Courses should be offered at theological colleges on placating irate bell-ringers when 

the bride is half-an-hour late, cooling down organists when the happy couple ask to 

come in to an organ arrangement of a Led Zepplin number, and re-assuring the choir 

that the guests meant no disrespect as they made mobile phone calls in church while 

the choir sang Ave Maria, once we had disappeared to sign the registers.  

However, nothing will ever calm down a verger who has been left to sweep up 

several hundredweights of confetti once everyone else has gone home.  Personally, I 

find a restorative sherry back at the rectory works wonders. 

Your loving uncle, Eustace 
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MEDICAL MATTERS 
 

Did you know that there’s an easy way to book appointments with your GP practice 

online, or that you can order repeat prescriptions and securely view some of your GP 

records electronically without needing to ring, or visit, your GP surgery? 

 

You can register for GP online services by telling your practice and completing and 

returning a short form, along with photo ID.  You will then receive a letter with your 

unique username and password, and also a link to where you can log in. 

 

Dr Claire Fuller, Clinical Chair at Surrey Downs CCG, said: “Sometimes it can be 

hard to find time to contact your GP practice to book an appointment or order a 

repeat prescription.  This is a quick, easy and secure way of accessing your surgery 

wherever you may be.  You can still make your appointments in person or by phone 

if you prefer but feedback from those using GP online services has been very good.” 

 

For more information about GP online services visit  

www.surreydownsccg.nhs.uk/gponline  

WHEN IT’S ENGLISH, BUT NOT AS WE KNOW IT… 
 

 (Seen in a Korean hotel in Seoul)   Measles not included in room charge. 

 (Qatar hotel welcome notes)   Please do not use the lift when it is not working. 

 (French hotel in Paris)   Please leave your values at the front desk. 

 (Indonesian hotel menu in Bali)   Toes with butter and jam. 

 (Street sign in Japan)   Waiting will be prosecuted 

 (Private school in Nairobi, Kenya)   No trespassing without permission 

 (Road sign in Malaysia)    Caution: Water on road during rain  

 (Restaurant in Acapulco, Mexico)   The manager has personally passed all the 

water served here 

 (Luggage trolley at Singapore airport)  Not to be removed from Crewe Station 

Car Stickers - all popular with women 

 

1.   My mother is a travel agent for guilt trips. 

2.   Princess, having had sufficient experience with princes, seeks frog. 

3.   Coffee, chocolate, men.  Some things are just better rich. 

4.   Don’t treat me any differently than you would the Queen. 

5.   If you want breakfast in bed, sleep in the kitchen. 
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MAD MARCH GALES 

 
The month of March has a reputation 

for a wild and blustery start but usually 

changes to milder weather before it 

ends … as the saying goes`March comes 
in like a lion and goes out like a lamb’. 
 

People’s homes are flooded or big trees 

uprooted in high winds. Even if it 

doesn’t happen to us we see pictures of 

other people’s suffering in the media. 

 

There was a time when Jesus’ friends 

were frightened because a fierce storm 

blew up while they were fishing. The 

disciples thought their boat was going 

to sink and they were very frightened. 

You can read about it in St Mark’s 

Gospel, chapter 4, verses 35-39. 

 

I get frightened when the wind blows 

so hard that the trees bend and the 

lights flicker but then I remember that 

Jesus is with us all the time.  Just as 

He was with the disciples in the boat, 

He is with us when we are afraid.  Jesus 

gives us hope, courage and strength. 

SAFELY HOME 

 
Can you find your way home through the 

maze of streets? 

 
What did the north wind say to the 

east wind? Let’s play draughts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How easy is it for wind gusts to talk  

to each other? It is a breeze. 

Children’s Page 

An irritated mother complained to her friend: “When I was a kid, my parents 

sent me to my room without supper if I misbehaved.  But my son has his own TV, 

telephone, computer, and every computer game and CD player in his room.” 
 

“So how do you handle it?” her friend asked. 
 

“I send him to MY room!” 

http://www.surreydownsccg.nhs.uk/gponline
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               St David’s Day – time for daffodils 

 

1st March is St David’s Day, and it’s time for the Welsh to wear 

daffodils or leeks.  Shakespeare called this custom “an honourable 

tradition begun upon an honourable request” - but nobody knows the 

reason.  Why should anyone have ever ‘requested’ that the Welsh wear 

leeks or daffodils to honour their patron saint? It’s a mystery! 

 

We do know that David - or Dafydd - of Pembrokeshire was a monk and bishop of 

the 6th century.  In the 12th century he was made patron of Wales, and he has the 

honour of being the only Welsh saint to be canonised and culted in the Western 

Church.  Tradition has it that he was austere with himself and generous with others, 

living on water and vegetables (leeks, perhaps?!) and devoting himself to works of 

mercy.  He was much loved. 

 

In art, St David is usually depicted in Episcopal vestments, standing on a mound with 

a dove at his shoulder, in memory of his share at an important Synod for the Welsh 

Church, the Synod of Brevi. 

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO 
 

The March 1967 Magazine contains a pastoral letter from the Bishop asking people 

to forego a meal on Fridays in Lent, and contribute to three good causes instead.  

This was no doubt the start of the Buckland Lent Lunches in the Reading Room.  The 

good causes were:  

 the South Bank Housing Society, providing accommodation for the homeless in 

South London 

 An educational project in Lahore (there is an immediate need for 10 new rural 

schools to cope with 4,500 pupils) 

 A new clinic in Chile, which will cost £12,000, of which the Bishop hopes that 

the diocese will contribute £4,000 

Finally, from the attached diocesan leaflet: “To clean badly-tarnished copper take 

half of a lemon and dip it into common salt.  Rub the affected parts and rinse with 

warm soapy water.  When dry, polish in the usual way with metal polish.” 
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MARCH GARDEN NOTES  
 

Shortages of salad crops from Southern Europe have recently been in the news.  It 

has been reported that Tesco have “rationed” iceberg lettuces to 3 per customer! 

Maybe during the winter we should rely on the traditional crops of Brassica, leaving 

tasty salads until the spring.  So, following on from last month’s article on flower 

seeds, here’s a quick look at sowing vegetables.  

 

Brassica are a varied group of vegetables such as cabbage, Brussels sprouts, kale, 

turnip and broccoli.  Most are known and appreciated for their long harvest season, 

usually throughout the winter and beyond.  Check seed packets for individual sowing 

conditions, but generally seeds sown now will produce tasty crops into 2018.  For 

early sowing, start in a seed tray and plant out when the seedlings are large enough to 

transplant without damage.  Alternatively wait until the weather improves and sow 

directly into a seed bed prepared to a fine tilth.  Thin out where necessary.  

 

As with all seedlings, resist the temptation to feed before they become 

established.  It’s a similar problem to too much heat – they will 

become leggy and poorly formed.  Slow release fertilisers are ideal.  

 

Cloches come in all shapes and sizes, but in any event will help to protect the 

vulnerable seedlings from cold nights, battering rain and strong winds. Beware also 

birds and pests which will happily feast on young vegetables.  Fleece is an excellent 

deterrent, or a loose netting draped over will usually suffice. 

 

One other tip to remember – rotation of vegetable crops is key to help preventing soil

-borne diseases.  Try not to grow similar crops in the same position each year.  

 

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries  

Men and women 

Three men were hiking through a forest when they came upon a large raging river. 

Needing to get to the other side, the first man prayed, “God, please give me the 

strength to cross the river.”  Poof! God gave him big arms and strong legs and he 

was able to swim across in about two hours, having almost drowned twice.  

After seeing that, the second man prayed, “God, please give me strength and the 

tools to cross the river”.  Poof! God gave him a rowing boat and strong arms and 

strong legs and he was able to row across in an hour after almost capsizing twice.  

Seeing what happened to his colleagues, the third man prayed, “God, please give me 

the strength, the tools and the intelligence to cross the river.”  Poof! He was turned 

into a woman.  She checked the map, went one hundred yards upstream and walked 

across the bridge. 


