BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
Monday

1 - 4pm
Art Group
4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows
5.30 - 7pm
Brownies
1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing
Tuesday
10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots Toddlers
2 - 5.15pm
Tues. Bridge Club
Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class
7 - 9pm
Mindfulness
Thursday
2 - 5.45pm
Thur. Bridge Club
7 - 8.30pm
Yoga
2nd Saturday 1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild

David Burrells
01372 802602
Jane Stewart
842302
Jane Stewart
842302
Meike Laurenson
248909
Debbie Jones
07701 347351
Richard Wheen
842082
Richard Wheen
842082
Mark Whale
07939 560125
Richard Wheen
842082
Tilly Mitchell
843297
Karen Hoad
844267

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Decorative & Fine Arts Society
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
Junior Church Children’s representative
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
- Bookings
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Surrey Police - non-urgent
Women’s Institute

David Sayce
Mandy Creasey
Iain Laurenson
Ian Caldwell
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Jane Siegle
Vanessa Sadler
Ianthe Cox
Sheena Boyce
Emma Gallagher
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Sarah Munroe
Jane Douglass
Dr Jim Docking
Ken Caldwell
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Doreen Dart
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
Rhona Hill

242776
843610
248909
01306 882178
844138
842654
844496
843259/842175
844059
843105
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
07714 273783
843211
843260
843893
843530
221444
842670
842220
842046
101
843044

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net; Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND
Rector

The Revd. Canon Carol Coslett, The Rectory, Old Reigate Road,
Betchworth RH3 7DE (842102). E-mail: ccoslett@btinternet.com

Priest in
Retirement

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane,
Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com

Reader

His Honour Peter Slot, The Red House, Old Reigate Road,
Betchworth RH3 7DR (842010). Email: tarq1840@aol.com

Churchwardens

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)
(+ Bell Captain). Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG
(221444) (+ electoral register). Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com

Parish
Admin.

Mrs Melanie Marsh. Parish Office in Reading Room (845935).
Email: Officerectory@btinternet.com

Hon.
Treasurer

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(841058). Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com

Hon.
Secretary

Mrs Rosey Davy. Email: roseydavy@gmail.com

Organist

Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT
(241355). Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com

Safeguarding Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).
Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com
Officer
Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH
Magazine
- Editor (842082). Email: rwheen@hotmail.com
- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).
Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com
- Advertising Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(845298). Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com
Church
Rotas

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613). Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).
Other: Philip Haynes (842613)

Churchyard
Rose Beds

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).
Email: everettleeds@gmail.com

Friends of St Roger Daniell, Chairman. Richard Wheen, secretary; details as
above
Mary’s
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April 2017 Issue No. 1093
Articles for the May 2017 issue must be with the editor by Sunday 16th April please.
Please send editable versions of articles: we cannot accept PDFs, JPGs
etc. If possible, please send graphics in black and white or grayscale.
16 Apr
The editor reserves the right to shorten or omit articles submitted for
publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the following month.
No acknowledgement of items for the magazine will be sent (unless
submitted by e-mail).
Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not
necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains
personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the
magazine. In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website,
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net. Please let the editor know if any of the
information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs
to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the
magazine. Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on
the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor.

HISTORICAL NOTES
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. It straddles the
A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway. The parish registers date back to 1560,
and the first recorded vicar to 1308. The present church is thought to have been built
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860. The church has six bells, still
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire. Some of the windows date from the
14th and 15th centuries. The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from an
enemy bomb in 1941. The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate
pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.
The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the
West end of the church.
Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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Date
2nd April

Flowers Reader/Lesson
L

Sidesman/Procession

Pat Evans
Romans 8: 6-11

8
9.30

Jean Cooke
Pat Evans
Keith Billington, David
Sayce & Carol Leeds

Liz Vahey
Philippians
2: 5-11

9.30

Rosey Davy
Simon Thomas, Jane
England & Pat Evans

Liz Vahey
Exodus 12: 1-4

8pm

Liz Vahey

8pm

Carol Leeds

E
9th April
PALM
SUNDAY

N

13th April
Maundy
Thursday

T

15th April
Easter Eve
16th April
EASTER
DAY

Liz
Jean Cooke
Lockhart Acts 10: 34-43
Mure

23rd April

30th April

Melvin Hughes
Acts 11: 1-18
Carol
Leeds

8
9.30

Caroline Gale
Trevor Cooke
Pat Evans, Tricia Hawke &
Jean Cooke

9.30

Philip Haynes
Sue Haynes, Liz Vahey &
Rosey Davy

10.30 Liz Vahey
Liz Vahey
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41
Catherine & Antonio
Breakenridge, David Sayce

SOME (IRREVERENT) THOUGHTS ABOUT GOD AND RELIGION
Some people say there is a God. Others say there is no God. The truth probably lies
somewhere in between.
- W.B. Yeats
If you talk to God, you are praying; if God talks to you, you have schizophrenia.
- Thomas Szasz
Give a man a fish, and you’ll feed him for a day. Give him a religion, and he’ll
starve to death while praying for a fish.
- Timothy Jones
If you want to make a man very angry, tell him you are going to pray for him.
- Edgar W. Howe
My church accepts all denominations - fivers, tenners, twenties. - Patrick O’Connell
Our only hope rests on the off-chance that God does exist.
- Alice Thomas Ellis
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“UNDERNEATH ARE THE EVERLASTING ARMS”
Dear Everyone,
Lighting fires, peeling bells, eating chocolate eggs, singing hymns, giving presents,
egg hunts and races, new born lambs, Easter bunnies, feasting and rejoicing; they are
all part of Celebrations on Easter day. It is only right that rejoicing should be part of
the Easter festival.
The word, ‘Easter’, is derived from ‘Eostre’ who was the goddess of spring, and our
Christian festival follows the tradition of ‘Eostur’ or spring festival. For Christians it
is the holiest of days as we remember Jesus ‘springing’ from the tomb, and being
resurrected into a new life with God. The festival follows the reflective period of
Lent and especially the last week, Holy Week, which leads us up to Jesus’s last week
in Jerusalem and ‘the way to the cross’, his crucifixion on Good Friday.
The pain of Good Friday is symbolic of the deep depths of despair: “And being found
in appearance as a man, Christ humbled himself and became obedient to death even death on a cross” (Philippians 2: 7-8).
He was brought into the dark, the cold and lifeless tomb. He suffered not just in the
flesh but also in that “inner crucifixion” of heart, mind and spirit. For some the story
of that day, of utter darkness, lasts a lifetime and somehow they never make it to
Easter Day. Yet the Psalmist says “He made darkness his secret place” (Ps: 18).
God is there even in the darkened tomb.
Yet a Calvary stands in many places today. Wherever we are in the world, pain
and suffering have carved deep wounds: those wounds in the shape of a cross. We
only have to pick up a daily paper or hear the news to be reminded of the world in
pain: from Syrian Refugees, crisis in Sudan, famine in Yemen, European and world
leaders struggling to cope with Brexit, America’s new management and relations
with Russia.
What does the Christian say to all this? Where is the hope? For us to experience the
joy of Easter and the empty tomb, we first travel to that dark place, to realise that
3

April 2017

God will be with us through the pain of the world, and is at the very heart of all
existence.
When I visited Jerusalem on a Good Friday, my journey ended at the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, the traditional site of the crucifixion in the heart of the old city. To
reach the very place where Jesus died and to visit the tomb, you enter the church, turn
right and go up a short flight of stairs, to find yourself in a small chapel. There are
icons and lots of candles. Against one wall is an altar standing, it is said, over the
exact point where the cross stood. Under the Altar is a small hole in the floor of the
chapel. Many pilgrims come here to say their prayers. If you do what most of these
pilgrims do, you kneel before the altar, reach beneath it and put your hand through
the hole. If you do so, you will find yourself touching the rough hard cold surface of
a bare rock. Touching it you have a sense that what lies beneath all our world
confusions, contradictions, mixed up lives, is something greater than any of us can
imagine but it is something that brings hope.
If we go there we find as Christ did, that “the eternal God is our refuge and
underneath are the everlasting arms” (Deuteronomy 33:27) and then we can all sing
for joy on Easter Day, that “He lives, He lives! Christ Jesus Lives today, He walks
with me, He talks with me along life's narrow way. You ask me how I know he lives,
He lives within my heart”.
This year, celebrate Easter Now on 16th April and find new life
within your heart that can recharge and inspire you for the months to
come!

SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES
Last month’s harder SUDOKU

This month’s medium SUDOKU
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BRIDGE
North cashes ♦A, South discarding a ♣ . West cannot afford to
discard a ♠ on this (or South makes three ♠ tricks) or a ♥ (or
North can immediately cash two ♥ tricks), so he throws his ♣.
North now leads his ♠ for a finesse of ♠Q. South now
proceeds to cash ♠A (North discarding a ♣ ) and then leads his
♥5. West cannot gain by covering, so he plays low and so
must North. West is now thrown in with ♠J and has to lead his
last ♥ to North’s good ♥7.

Carol
UPPER MOLE GROUP
10.30 on 30th April at Christ Church Brockham
All are welcome at a special joint service of welcome and celebration officiated by
The Venerable Moira Astin, the new Archdeacon of Reigate. Do come along and
take this opportunity to meet our new Archdeacon.

CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1, Priesthood. 7, Replica. 8, Get up. 10, Calf.
11, Governor. 13, See you. 15, Not see. 17, Incident. 18, Sake.
21, NSPCC. 22, Trample. 23, Perishable.

X

Cake and refreshments served after the service

W
C

ELECTORAL ROLL
If anyone would like to join the Electoral Roll before the APCM on 25th April, please
let me or the Rector know.

R O
R
D

S

S

DOWN: 1, Papal. 2, In it. 3, Shalom. 4, Huguenot. 5, Outings.
6, Procession. 9, Perseveres. 12, Mordecai. 14, Escapee.
16, Snatch. 19, Apple. 20, Lamb.

Liz Vahey, Electoral Roll Officer
4
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Date
2nd April

POEMS OF THE MONTH
I think that I shall never see
A billboard lovely as a tree.
Indeed, unless the billboards fall
I’ll never see a tree at all.
*********
A mighty creature is the germ,
Though small than the pachyderm.
His customary dwelling place
Is deep within the human race:
His childish pride he often pleases
By giving people strange diseases.
Do you, my poppet, feel infirm?
You probably contain a germ.

St Mary’s,
Buckland
9.30

St Michael’s,
Betchworth

Parish Communion

11

GRACE OF THE MONTH
For the fruits of the countryside,
The blessings of home and crafts,
The spiritual ideals of truth,
Tolerance, justice and fellowship
Which we value and honour,
May we be truly and lastingly thankful.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Jesus, lay your hands of blessing on the
children and young people that we know,
on the children and young people in our
local schools, on the
children and young people
Ogden Nash
in need around the world.
May they see you
*********
everywhere they look.
May they hear you
Easter Eggs
speaking to them. May
they
know
your
deep love for them.
Though a great success commercially
Amen.
We ask (if maybe controversially):
Are the lessons of the lectionary
Phil Togwell, Prayerspaces in Schools
Really found in such confectionary?

11
9th April

9.30

Parish Communion

13th April
Maundy
Thursday

8pm

Eucharist of the Last
Supper (with anointing of
hands)

14th April
GOOD
FRIDAY

10.30 All Age Walkabout Service 8pm Music & Readings for
followed by Hot Cross
Passiontide
Buns and activities in the
Reading Room
2pm Service of the Last Hour

15th April
Easter Eve

8pm

Easter Eve Candlelight
Service

16th April
EASTER
DAY

8
9.30

HC (BCP)
All Age Parish Communion 11
+ Blessing of Easter garden
(small Easter egg for
children as they leave)

23rd April
Easter 2

9.30

Parish Communion

30th April
Easter 3

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH
Why do people who know the
least, always know it the
loudest? - Anon

7th May
Easter 4

8
11

Parish Communion,
followed by APCM
Sunday Club *
HC (BCP)
Parish Communion (meet
at Lych Gate at 10.50)

All Age Parish
Communion + Blessing of
Easter garden (small
Easter egg for children as
they leave)

8
11

HC (BCP)
Parish Communion

8

HC (BCP)

10.30 Upper Mole Group Joint Parish Communion at Christ Church,
Brockham. Archdeacon of Reigate to preside
9.30

Parish Communion

11
11

Parish Communion
Sunday Club *
* In the Hamilton Room

36

April 2017

5

April 2017

SUDOKUS

BRIDGE

First a medium one. Solution on page 37

9

4

8

5
2 7
9

This year the Vestry Meeting and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held
in the Reading Room on Tuesday 25th April at 7.30pm. We hope that many of you
who are resident in the parish or on the church electoral roll will be able to attend the
Vestry meeting. Refreshments will be served.

1

1

We will be voting for PCC members at this meeting. If anyone would like to stand
on the PCC please speak to the Rector. Anyone wishing to go on the Church
Electoral Roll should please contact Mrs Liz Vahey ( 221444).

5
4

2

Following the Vestry meeting the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held.
Only those on the electoral roll may attend this meeting. Electoral roll forms are at
the back of the church.

2

4
8

We will be electing churchwardens to stand for another year.

3

6

7
6
7

1
3

7

4

8

7
5

Rosey Davy, PCC Secretary

8
CHURCHYARD TIDY-UP

9
4
2

6

8

3

2

1

7

We are going to have another spring clean of the Churchyard before Easter, on
Saturday 1st April at 10am. Coffee and refreshments will be served during the
morning. If you can manage this date please let Everett Leeds know on 
247399. Please bring your own gardening tools. We look forward to hearing from
you.
E.L.
April 2017

7

5
5

9

When did you last buy a tin of
canned soup? If you can’t
remember, you are not alone –
it seems that these days we
prefer chilled fresh soup in
cartons, or even making it
ourselves by blitzing together
fresh ingredients straight from
our fridge. Research by The
Grocer magazine concluded
that, with a drop in sales of
£28.7 million just last year
alone, ‘canned soup is on a
sinking ship.’
*********

1
7

EAST
♠K2
♥SOUTH ♦ K
♠ A Q 10 ♣ K J 3
♥5
Solution
♦♣ 98
on p. 37

2

1
1

WEST
♠J94
♥63
♦♣ 10

NORTH
♠5
♥74
♦A
♣Q4

Good soup

5

And now a trickier one. Solution next month

(Please note that anyone disqualified under section 178 of the Charities Act 2011
because of bankruptcy or conviction for an offence of dishonesty or deception is not
eligible to stand for the PCC or Deanery Synod).

6

3
9

APCM: TUESDAY 25TH APRIL AT 7.30PM

North to lead in a NT
contract. How can
N/S make five tricks
against any defence?

8
35

When a minister rehearses his
sermon, is he practising what
he preaches?
April 2017

14th April at 10.30am
Good Friday All Age Walkabout Service

CROSSWORD Solution on page 37

Treasure Hunt, Create your own 'take away' Easter Garden; Hot Cross Buns,
Egg Marbling and crafts for younger ones ... all until 1pm.
All Welcome!

ACROSS
1 ‘You are a chosen people,
a royal — ’ (1 Peter 2:9) (10)
7 Exact copy (Joshua 22:28)
(7)
8 Jesus’ first words to
Jairus’s daughter, ‘My child,
— — ’ (Luke 8:54) (3,2)
10 Idol made by the Israelites
while Moses was on Mount
Sinai (Exodus 32:4) (4)
11 Role allotted to Joseph in
Egypt (Genesis 42:6) (8)
13 ‘Lord, when did we — —
hungry and feed you?’
(Matthew 25:37) (3,3)
15 ‘Though seeing, they do
— —; though hearing, they
do not hear or understand’
(Matthew 13:13) (3,3)
17 Happening (1 Kings 21:1) (8)
18 ‘Whatever was to my profit I now
consider loss for the — of
Christ’ (Philippians 3:7) (4)
21 National Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children (1,1,1,1,1)
22 Stamp on (Amos 2:7) (7)
23 Liable to rot (1 Corinthians 15:42)
(10)

Easter Sunday Services
9:30am All Age Parish Communion + Blessing of Easter Garden, St Mary’s
11am All Age Parish Communion + Blessing of Easter Garden, St Michael’s
A small Easter egg for children after each service as they leave)

April Diary

reform movement in France (8)
5 Sing out (anag.) (7)
6 Ceremonial column of people on the
move (1 Samuel 10:5) (10)
9 One of the things love always does (1
Corinthians 13:7) (10)
12 Esther’s cousin who foiled a plot to
assassinate King Xerxes (Esther 2:7, 22)
(8)
14 See cape (anag.) (7)
DOWN
16 ‘No one can — them out of my
1 Of the pope (5)
hand’ (John 10:28) (6)
2 ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and
19 Often mistakenly identified as the fruit
everything — — ’ (Psalm 24:1) (2,2)
that led to the first sin (Joel 1:12) (5)
3 Hebrew word for the kind of peace that 20 ‘He was led like a — to the
Jesus promised (6)
slaughter’ (Isaiah 53:7) (4)
4 Member of a 16th-century Protestant
34
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Page

27th March - 2nd April, 11am-4.30pm Symbiosis exhibition

24

Sat

1st

10am

Churchyard tidy-up

6

Wed 5th

10.15am

FABB Easter egg hunt

18

Thur 6th

7.45pm

WI Meeting

26

Sat

10am-4pm

Reigate Deanery quiet day

12

2.30-5pm

Teas on the Green

30

8th

Mon 17th
Fri

21st

St Anselm

19

Sat

22nd 7.30pm

Celebration of weddings service

9

Mon 24th

7.30pm

Brockham Green Hort. Soc. Meeting

28

Tues 25th

7.30pm

APCM

6

Wed 26th

2-4pm

St Michael’s drop-in

13

Thur 27th

7pm

Dorking Museum talk

31

Fri

7pm

Dorking Preservation Society AGM

31

28th

7
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LENT CALL 2017

MUSIC IN DORKING

“I was hungry ….. I was Thirsty” is the theme of the 2017 Lent Call
The story so far... The Bishop’s Lent Call is believed to have started in 1986,
resulting from an idea by Bishop Wilfred Wood that there should be a Call to Prayer
for parishes during Lent. As part of this call to prayer parishes were asked to raise
money for a number of charities and projects - both local and international. Over the
last 10 years alone, the Lent Call has raised nearly £1M to give to good causes,
thanks to the generosity of the schools and parishes and people of the Diocese.
In recent years the Lent Call has focused more on projects in the Diocese of
Southwark and on the needs of our brothers and sisters in our Zimbabwean Link
Dioceses:
Central Zimbabwe
Croydon Episcopal Area
Manicaland
Woolwich Episcopal Area
Matabeleland
Kingston Episcopal Area
Masvingo
Southwark Cathedral
However, in the 30 years since the Lent Call began, your generosity has also helped
projects in: Bangladesh, Barbados, Bosnia, Burundi, Cambodia, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, Ghana, Georgia, India, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi,
Myanmar, Namibia, Pakistan, Palestine, Peru, Romania, Solomon Islands, South
Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tanzania, Trinidad &Tobago, Uganda, Windward Isles.
Our partners (at the sharp end) have included: Christian Solidarity Worldwide, CMS,
EthiopAid, Scripture Union, Sisters of the Church, SPCK, South American
Missionary Society, The Leprosy Mission, USPG & Tear Fund.
Lent Call has also supported projects within the Diocese including in Abbey Wood,
Angell Town, Balham, Bermondsey, Camberwell, Clapham, Croydon, Dulwich,
Furzedown, Greenwich, Kingston, Lambeth, Lewisham, Peckham, Plumstead,
Southwark, Streatham, Sydenham, Tadworth, Tooting, Walworth.
On behalf of all those projects and the many thousands whom the projects have
helped – thank you.
This year’s Lent Call will focus on projects from our Link Dioceses in Zimbabwe
which concentrate on food security and three projects in Southwark Diocese working
with young vulnerable people, and the homeless. Details of the different projects
will be displayed in church and be available each week at the Lent Lunches.
I look forward to seeing some of you at the Lent Lunches which are hosted in order
to support the Lent Call and I thank you for your generosity. Grateful thanks also go
to all who are hosting the Lent Lunches, and to those who prepare the different soups
for the weekly Thursday Lunches in the Reading Room.

8
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1st at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free,  01306 884229
1st at 7.30, Surrey Girlguiding’s Musigals at Dorking Halls, £15,  01306 881717
4th at 7.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717
4th 11th 18th at 8.30, Jazz at Betchworth golf club, £20-25,  07415 815784
6th 7th 8th at 7.30, Leith Hill Music Festival at Dorking Halls, £9-17,  01403
240093
9th at 4.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717
11th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717
22nd at 7.30, Piatti string quartet at Dorking Halls, £20,  01306 740619
27th at 7.30, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717
The Leith Hill Musical Festival runs for three days this month. Each morning there
are competitions as individual choirs, with their own conductors,
sing a range of pieces from madrigals to full-chorus works. You
are welcome to drop in and listen during the morning. In the
evening the choirs then unite to give a combined concert with
soloists and orchestra, under the baton of Jonathan Willcocks,
the new festival conductor. This year’s main works are:
Vaughan Williams’ Dona nobis pacem and Parry’s Blest pair of
sirens (Thur), Mendelssohn’s Elijah (Fri), and Haydn’s Little organ mass and
Andrew Carter’s Benedicite (Sat).
The Dorking Concertgoers present the third and final concert in the series given by
the Piatti string quartet. They will complete the Brahms string quartets by playing
the third, a relaxed piece with an opening movement in hunting style and a lovely
Brahmsian intermezzo. One of Beethoven’s greatest quartets, op.130 in B flat, a
powerful work in six movements, will provide the final work from the Piatti quartet.
There is one opera screening at the Dorking Halls, a recording of Puccini’s Madame
Butterfly from the Royal Opera. This is a tragic tale of love betrayed, told through
Puccini’s powerful and highly emotional music. There are also three ballet
screenings. Live from the Bolshoi in Moscow comes A hero of our time, based on
the classic novel by Lermontov (9th). Jewels comes live from the Royal Ballet and
features the music of Fauré, Stravinsky and Tchaikovsky (11th). And finally there is
a recording of Coppelia from the Australian Ballet (27th).
‘Musigals’ is presented by Girlguiding Surrey East to raise money for their campsite
and holiday house. Members of the rainbows, brownies and guides will be singing
and dancing their way through some of their favourite musicals, enjoying themselves
while raising money to put a roof on their new building. Sounds like a fun evening!
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BOX HILL - RIVERSIDE WALK
A CELEBRATION OF
WEDDINGS

Box Hill is truly loved by people near and far.
We welcome approximately one million people
each year who stand on the viewpoint looking
out over the beautiful countryside of Surrey and
Sussex.

St Michael’s Church, Betchworth
would like to invite you to…

The National Trust is very excited to have taken
back in hand management of some 81 acres of
farmland immediately below the famous
viewpoint, including a good stretch alongside
the River Mole.

A Celebration of Weddings in Words and Music
Saturday, 22nd April at 7:30pm

We are delighted to invite people to enjoy the Riverside Walk. This is a two mile
walk along some scenic sections of the River Mole and offering great views back
towards Box Hill. As well as the natural scenery, there are some fascinating
Second World War structures designed to stop tanks approaching London. The
walk is just challenging enough to earn tea and cake when you get back to the top.
The Riverside Walk can be enjoyed at any time of year; it comprises a gentle
descent and steep climb with glorious views. The walk starts at Salomons
Memorial viewpoint at the top of Box Hill, where there is also car parking, toilets
and a cafe. Free copies of the walks leaflet and map can be picked up at the visitor
centre, or downloaded at nationaltrust.org.uk/box-hill/trails/box-hill-riverside-walk
For further information call Andrew Wright, Countryside Manager, on  07770
887682.

£12.50pp to include wine during interval
Tickets call  843498

FROM THE REGISTERS:
Baptism

19th February Erica Elaine Nielsen-Bough

Weddings

6th April
29th April

MASH
A group of men who are alone due to bereavement meet in the upstairs room at
Burgundy and Black, a café in St. Martin’s Walk, Dorking, RH4 1UT every
Thursday between 4 and 6 pm to socialise and share experiences.

Memorial Service 10th March

Rebecca Cenamor and Nicholas Kemble, St
Michael’s
Joanna Kah Wai Lam and Nick Kempton, St
Michael’s
Memorial Service at St Michael’s for Tiago
Nunes, Adriana Nunes and Tiago Nunes Jr.
who died on 24th January

Whether you have been on your own for months or years, why not join us? You will
be very welcome.
If you would like to know more about our group, contact Tom:  01306 883961
e-mail:mashdorking@googlemail.com.

Baptism of
Erica Elaine
Nielson-Bough

https://www.facebook.com/MASH4WIDOWERS2SELFHELP
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DORKING MUSEUM IN APRIL

LAY CONFERENCE DAY
Saturday 10th June 2017 from 10.00am until 4.00pm
Please see the details below for the Croydon Episcopal Area Lay Conference to be
held at St Bede’s School in Redhill. The theme for the conference is Serve, Enable,
Lead: Resourcing Discipleship & Lay Leadership. The day is particularly focussed
on supporting the whole people of God in discipleship and on nurturing and enabling
lay leaders.
Parishes are being encouraged to come as groups and all are invited to attend for
even part of the day.
Booking details are set out below.

Gallery Talks, Thursday 27 th April: “A Sense of Place: Medieval Betchworth”.
Archivist Jane Le Cluse gives a talk, based on our current special exhibition,
focusing on the upheavals the peasantry had to contend with from 1066 to 1348, and
on how they lived and got their living. Dorking Museum, 7pm, doors open 6.30,
entry £5 on the door, includes a glass of Prosecco.
South Street Cave Tours resume in April, giving a chance to explore the famous
17th century caves. Historic Dorking and Deepdene Trail Guided Walks take in
the highlights of historic Dorking or the history, landscape and views of the
Deepdene Trail. See Museum website for details of Open Days for individual
bookings, or group bookings by appointment.
Family Holiday Fun: Thursday 6 th and Friday 7th April: ‘Spring time and the
Victorians’: Make a Victorian Easter or Springtime Card, try your hand at our
Victorian Spring Quiz, or try on some Victorian clothing. Thursday 13 th April:
‘Spring Chickens and Easter Eggs’: Hunt for the chicken and egg shapes in the
Museum displays and win an Easter Egg. Just drop in any time between 11am and
3pm (closing at 4pm). Free with Museum entry.
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS. Open Thursday, Friday,
Saturday 10am-4pm. www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries:
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or  01306 876591.

THE DORKING & DISTRICT PRESERVATION SOCIETY
The Dorking & District Preservation Society holds its AGM on Friday 28th April,
7pm at the United Reformed Church in West Street. If you take an interest in the
heritage, environment and community of Dorking and the surrounding villages,
please come along and hear about its activities. The Society welcomes new
members. For more information, visit www.dorkingdps.org.uk or contact Jean
Pearson on  01306 711043 or jeanosbrooks043@btinternet.com.

SONGS OF SEA AND SOUL
CONCERT 13th MAY at 7.30 pm
Please note this date now for a Concert by the South Nutfield Choral Society in St
Michael’s Church. This will include songs from a new musical ‘Land of Dreams’ by
Mark Hodgson, songs by Gershwin, Porter and others, and Elgar’s ‘Sea Pictures’
arranged for Choir by Donald Fraser. Tickets available from  843498 or
betchworthchurchmusic@hotmail.co.uk or on the door (£12, Students £6, under 10s
free).
10
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THE FRIENDS OF
ST. MARY’S

Easter Bank Holiday Monday
Tea and Coffee
Cakes, Biscuits,
Scones and
Cream
Tombola and
Side Stalls
An Open Garden

DON’T JUST SIT THERE – DO SOMETHING!
Keep moving. That is the simple message for any older person who does not want to
age significantly quicker than they need to do.
A recent study of pensioners has found that those who kept to a sedentary position
for 10 hours or more a day and who did less than 40 minutes of moderate physical
activity had the bodies of people eight years older. Experts advise that older people
should aim to stand up and walk around every 20 minutes, if possible.
The study was carried out at the University of California. A spokesman for UK
Active warns that: ‘With health and social care budgets stretched to the limit, it’s
time to end our love affair with the chair and get people moving again… it is never
too late to get active. Simple things at home, such as carrying the groceries, climbing
more stairs and pottering around the garden can play a huge role in staying healthy
and independent as we get older.’
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If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would
like to do so, or would like more information, please
see the literature in the church or contact one of the
officers (eg Richard Wheen, Secretary,  842082, rwheen@hotmail.com). The
annual subscription is £15 for one person, £30 for a household.
The object of the Friends is to help maintain the fabric and structure of St. Mary’s, an
important focal point at the centre of Buckland and a listed building with 1,000 years
of history.

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
St Mary’s hosted the Women’s World Day of Prayer on Friday 3 rd March, prepared
by the Christian women of the Phillipines. This great ‘wave’ of prayer continued
round the World until the last service is held as the sun set over American Samoa.
We joined the 170 countries and 3 million other people in
prayer, song and worship – focusing on ‘Am I being unfair to
you’. The weather in Buckland was very unfair, as the rain
lashed down. This didn’t prevent a good attendance with the
many voices, and full representation from all UMG churches.
We were accompanied by Flutes, piano and guitar. Reflections
on what this service meant to the Phillipine women were
cleverly portrayed in their artwork where fairness, balance and
justice conveyed two contrasting sides – on the right bright
colourful images; on the left, predominately dark and dull
colours, showing an imbalance of life. Following processions and the offering,
Matthew 20 was our gospel reading. Throughout this service we continued to hold
on to the truth that God is a fair and just God.
Tom Briscombe

FISHING
Fishing is just a matter of timing. You have to get there yesterday.
- Milton Berle
There’s a fine line between fishing and just standing on the shore looking like an
idiot.
- Steven Wright
Fishing is a jerk on one end of the line waiting for a jerk on the other end of the line.
- Michael Palin
11
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SUNDAY CLUB + MESSY CHURCH ACTIVITIES

ONE WORLD GROUP

We are delighted to have reinvigorated our ministry to children in the Benefice, with
family events and great fun had by all! A recent highlight was the ‘Messy Cathedral’
event at Southwark Cathedral on 25th February. The bells rang specially to welcome
children of all ages and there was a huge range of crafts and activities for everyone to
enjoy, centred on encouraging young people in their Christian journey. The event
finished with a wonderful (very noisy!) service, with many elements of the worship
having been created by the children during the morning.

Why I host refugees in my home - Constance Chantuex.

Another important development is that we have started a ‘Sunday Club’ to which all
children are welcome. This is run by some mums from the Benefice, including Amy
Jago, Becca Johanssen, Rachel Thornhill, Vicky Howard and Prue Kerven, and takes
place on the first Sunday of the month at 10.45am in the Hamilton Room. We play
games, sing and have fun with some crafts related to the theme of the week. Please
feel free to come and join us! Future dates are 2nd April and 7th May.
We also have some fun children’s activities planned for Good Friday 14th April.
Please contact Sarah Munro, ( 0771 4273783) our new Children’s Rep for the
Benefice, for further information and how to get involved. See also page 5.

REIGATE DEANERY QUIET DAY

On Friday 10th February, Jim Docking was lucky enough to engage Miss Constance
Chantuex to come to Buckland and talk to us about why her family take refugees into
their home. She began by giving a real life glimpse into the traumatic early few
weeks and months for refugees hoping to make their home in our country,
Constance is clearly one of those rare beings who does not just talk about a problem
but gets on and finds a workable solution. Her answer in this particular case was to
take a few of these desperate people into her home and, whilst sheltering and feeding
them, do her best to smooth the rocky path laid down (necessarily) by the Home
Office and establish an identity for them.
These are the nuts and bolts of the process without which their application would
assuredly be denied.
Whilst living with Constance and her two very supportive teenage sons, she
impresses upon her guests that they are to be part of the family, being exposed to the
love and kindnesses of family life which has been so lacking in their recent
experience. They are helped with language, custom and local culture.
Most of us form our opinions based on media reportage which at best can be
inaccurate and, at worst, biased. In this deranged and darkening world, Constance
was able to show us that there is still compassion to be found.

Living Well in Time and Eternity
“We need to turn more often to the deep wells in Christian tradition
which can help us live well amidst the pressures of daily life.”

I am reminded of something Albert Schweitzer said: “Example is not the main thing
in influencing others - it is the only thing.”

Leader: Bishop Richard, Bishop of Kingston
Saturday 8th April, 10am to 4pm at Wychcroft, South Park Lane, Bletchingley,
RH1 4NE
……………………………………………………………………………………….
Ticket price is £22.50 each which includes morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea

Our audience was generous as usual and Jim tells me we were able to donate £165 to
this worthy cause.
Tony Green

I would like ….. tickets
Name……………………….. Address/email address……………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………….
Church……………………...Special Dietary requirements………………………
Please return to Chris Elliott, 2 Wray Lane, Reigate, RH2 0HS with a cheque
payable to Reigate Deanery
12
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POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER NEEDED
Due to the future departure of James Day to the wilds of Devon, the Royal British
Legion Poppy Appeal is looking for a new local Organiser for the combined villages
of Buckland and Betchworth. This highly rewarding role is fully supported by the
Surrey Organiser and involves the managing of the local door to door collectors, the
distribution and collection of collecting trays and pots to all local businesses and
organisations and the counting and banking of all money collected and donated. The
local area is very supportive of this appeal, with recent totals collected amounting to
about £3500.

BELLRINGING
There will be visiting bell ringers on Saturday 29th April who will ring between the
hours of 12.15 and 13.15.

ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN TEAS

James should still be around this November Remembrancetide to offer advice and
support if needed. If interested, please email him on jamesfday@me.com

Thank you to everyone who came to see our Alternative
Christmas Tree at the festival in December.

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
In March our gardens showered us with a great display of colour and now that April
has arrived the blossom is not letting us down. Spring is finally here. The milder
weather can be deceptive in April so don’t be caught out by short sharp frosts that
still might occur. Don’t be fooled into planting tender young plants just yet. Leave
for another month or so. Use this opportunity to finish your winter digging, spring
clean your borders and revitalise your lawn.
The final Brockham Green Horticultural Society’s talk for 2017 will take place on
Monday 24th April at the Brockham Recreational Pavilion Hall at 7.30pm.
Entrance £3. Speaker to be confirmed. All members and non-members welcome.

We are now into the 2017 round of Drop-In teas with the
following dates: 26th April, 24th May, 28th June, 26th July,
23rd August, 27th September, 25th October and 22nd
November (sixth anniversary).
If you are in Church Street, Betchworth between 2 and 4pm on the fourth Wednesday
of any month, do Drop-In to the Hamilton Room for tea and cakes or
biscuits. Recent donations have supported Renewed Hope Trust, who
run the night-shelter and drop-in in Redhill, and Sebastian’s Action
Trust who are putting the donation to their Summer Christmas event,
for children (and families) who may not be well enough to celebrate
next December.
Thank you to all helpers and we look forward to seeing you.

BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY
Talk on the Surrey Hills & Wine & Cheese Evening
Incorporating the Annual General Meeting
nd

Monday 22 May 2017 in the Reading Room at 8.00pm
Members and guests are invited to join us for a lecture by Rob Fairbanks, Director of
Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), whose remit is to
preserve the character of the wider Surrey Hills area.
Entrance is free but donations to the Society will be appreciated. To reserve a place
contact Debbie Jones betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com or  845514.
28
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Contact Margaret Miller:  842098 or e-mail: jma.miller@btinternet.com for more
information or transport.

WORK






Every morning I get up and look through the Forbes list of the richest people
… If I’m not there, I go to work.
- Robert Orben
Work is the curse of the drinking classes.
- Oscar Wilde
I don’t like work even when someone else does it.
- Mark Twain
Work is the refuge of those who have nothing better to do.
- Oscar Wilde
Never work before breakfast. If you have to work before breakfast, eat your
breakfast first.
- Josh Billings
13
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
New Councillors
At its March meeting Council co-opted two residents to fill vacancies arisen since
January. Your Parish Councillors now include Ianthe Cox and Debbie Jones who
join James Day, Alan Horden, Nigel Husband (Chair), Alan Pryor and Julian Steed.
Village Spring Tidy
Thank you to the ten hardy souls who turned out on Friday 3rd March for the Village
Tidy and managed to fill 37 bags (subsequently collected by MVDC). Although the
day did not start out very promising, the weather did dry up in time for the 1.30pm
start and we had a productive session. If anyone thinks there is an area of the village
that would benefit from a tidy and is willing to offer to help to organise a follow up
event please get in touch – the Parish Council has a stock of litter pickers, safety
vests, gloves and bags that can be made available for a group event.
Crime Prevention
Our local Police team is asking each of us, following the recent break-ins and thefts
from properties in Old Road, to take a few moments to check the security of our
outbuildings, sheds and garages and to consider whether we need to take any more
steps to protect our belongings.
Surrey Police top tips for reducing garage, shed and garden crime
 Use good quality fixings and a padlock to secure doors
 Use anti-tamper screws in door hinges
If possible, lock any windows
 Fit a mains or battery powered alarm. Use a forensic coding product to ‘property
mark’ all valuable tools and equipment with your postcode/house number
 If possible, secure lawnmowers and other valuable equipment to a shed or garage
wall
 Lock tools away when you aren’t using them
 Register valuable property on immobilise.com. It’s free of charge and can deter a
thief
 Mark your property with an ultraviolet pen.
In the Know
If you have access to the internet and an email address, “Surrey and Sussex In the
Know” will let you find out what is happening in your local area including crime
updates, crime prevention advice, witness appeals and news. If you choose to sign
up, you can specify your interests and the area you would like updated for. To learn
more visit www.intheknow.community.
Sheena Boyce, Clerk to Buckland Parish Council. bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk
14
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WHY PLAYING BOWLS IS GOOD FOR YOU …
Dorking Bowling Club is holding its annual Open Day on Saturday 29th April from
10.30 to 12.30 and 2.00 to 4.00 at its green on Drill Hall Road, Dorking RH4 1GL.
All ages and abilities are very welcome to have a go - just turn up with a pair of flat
shoes. There will be several qualified (and very friendly) coaches on hand to show
you what to do. All equipment will be provided.
Bowls has a long, noble and quirky history Think Sir Francis Drake, Henry VIII and
George Washington, all keen bowlers.
If that wasn’t enticement enough, here are a few of the health benefits of playing
lawn bowls:
It encourages self-discipline - you have to turn up on time for a match and you have
to wear the correct uniform. To be honest, we have all been to school so there
shouldn’t be too much of a problem here.
Fitness helps moderately improve muscle strength (arm, shoulder, leg muscles),
flexibility and endurance. The emphasis is on “moderately” here. Bowls is not an
extreme sport. It is a gentle, polite game underpinned by a tactical and merciless
competitiveness (unless you are playing in a Friendly, of course).
Social interaction helps improve social skills and being part of a team also gives you
a sense of belonging. There’s no doubt that once the quiet heat of battle is over,
opposing teams retire to the clubhouse for friendly cakes and ale, cheery captains’
speeches and good humoured conversation.
Increases skills – bowls involves some element of problem solving skills and also
helps improve coordination and concentration. One set of “problems” to solve are
the rules. At first, they seem complicated but there are at least two people in the club
who understand “Bowls England – Rules and Regulations 2013 ed.” almost in their
entirety.
Above all it doesn’t take long to grasp the basics of the game: lawn bowls is for
people of all ages, abilities and fitness levels. Having said that, we look forward to
seeing you on 29th April.
Please phone Peter on  01306 640553 or Lynne on  01306 883689 for more
details on how to join.
Philip Dawson, Dorking Bowling Club, www.dorkingbowlingclub.co.uk
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PEBBLECOMBE W.I. AT BETCHWORTH
We had the blues at our March meeting, other goodies, including ice cream.
but not the conventional kind. Lavender
in all its beauty shown in glorious bloom We enjoyed sampling and sniffing our
at Mayfield Lavender’s
way through different levels
fields took centre stage as
of perfume, some strong,
owner Lorna Maye told the
some sweeter, and the
story of its origins in word
lavender oil which helps to
and screened photographs.
induce sleep gradually had a
soporific effect at the end of
Lorna and husband
this most interesting and
Brendan’s interest in
enjoyable talk.
lavender began when working for
Yardley Lavender before its demise. A The usual tea break led to discussion of
site near Banstead where lavender was
our future plans, birthday cards were
grown in Victorian times came up for
presented and arrangements finalised for
sale so they bought it, planted it with
our annual dinner later in March. The
various types of lavender cuttings in 2002 craft afternoons continue to flourish with
and when the plants had grown opened it many a chat thrown in.
to the public in 2006. It is now a famly
run organic farm with a shop and cafe for Our next meeting on Thursday 6th April
visitors. All the weeding on the 25 acres will have a guest speaker. Meetings are
is done by hand thus protecting the
at 7.45 pm on the first Thursday of each
environment and creating a sanctuary for month with craft afternoons on the
wild insects and many kinds of bees
second Thursday at 2 pm, both at the
which love the flowers. Lavender has
Hamilton Room, Church Street,
been used since Roman times as
Betchworth. Visitors are most welcome.
antiseptic and fragrance and the flowers
are used today in cooking scones and
Pam Patch.

BROCKHAM OPEN GARDENS
Saturday 24th June 2017

It is hard to keep up with the many
changes in the world of communication
and technology and we work hard to
ensure that children are
taught to use technology
sensibly and safely, and to
help achieve this we recently
celebrated ‘Safer Internet
Day’ across our three sites.

preference for a particular author.
We recently held a ‘Pen and Paper
Week’ in which there were many
activities based around books,
authors, story reading and
story writing. The children
wrote stories prompted by
the contents of a surprise
parcel left in each classroom!

Whilst we want our pupils to feel
confident and competent with new
developments it is just as important to
maintain our links with tradition, the
most important of which is a love of
reading. At North Downs we feel it is
important that children develop a
lifelong enjoyment of reading and we
are fortunate that our children become
immersed in books from an early age.
Our children are taught to read
fluently and improve their reading skills
as they progress through school. By the
time children reach year 6 they are
able to cope with quite difficult texts
and can discuss and explain their

We also celebrated World Book Day in
which children had the opportunity to
dress up as their favourite book
character and the younger children
returned to their classrooms after
school to enjoy a ‘bedtime story and
cocoa’ session with their teacher. It
was a real treat to have a week in which
technology was put aside and all
children enjoyed the simple pleasures
of picking up a book to read – even
parents joined us in class one afternoon
to enjoy a quiet bit of reading time too.

Jane Douglass, Headteacher
North Downs Primary School

Gone fishing

For the fifth year running, there will be an opportunity
to view some lovely gardens and enjoy refreshments in
Brockham on our Open Gardens Day to be held on
Saturday 24th June 2017, organised by Christ Church
Brockham. Further details to follow.
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Two men were fishing on a lake, feeling vaguely guilty that they had skipped
Sunday morning worship. To make matters worse, the fish were not biting. The
first angler finally observed: ‘Perhaps I should have just gone to church.’ To
which the other replied: ‘I couldn’t have gone to church in any case, as my wife
is home ill in bed.’

April 2017
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THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND CHILDREN’S NURSERY
SPRING 2017
We always look forward to Spring-time
in Nursery: the children are more
tempted outside by drier and warmer
weather to play and explore without the
confinement of four walls!
The month of February
ended with the children
making (and eating!)
pancakes on Shrove
Tuesday and March began
with us all dressing up as
our favourite book
character for World Book
Day and a wonderful visit
to Church Farm to visit the new-born
calves, courtesy of Farmer Martin and
Farmer Alan.

the Nursery we are often asked “How
long have you been here? We didn’t
know that there was a Nursery here!”

Well for those not in the
know, the Nursery will
celebrate its 25th
birthday later this year
and can be found in its
own purpose built building
in the playground of The
North Downs Primary
School, Betchworth.
So if you have (or know
of) a pre-school child (aged 2.5yrs to
5yrs) looking for a Nursery place, then
please call or email us or pass on our
details. We would love to show you
The Nursery is not full, we have
around our purpose built Nursery and
immediate spaces and spaces available our most wonderful outside areas.
for the start of the new academic
year in September. When we receive
Contact: Mandy
visitors and prospective parents into
 843610/email: bbcn@btconnect.com
Happiness is warm feet in bed
If you have never discovered the cosy bliss of wearing socks in bed, you are in
for a real treat. According to experts from the Global Council on Brain Health,
wearing socks in bed helps ensure uninterrupted slumber.
In a recent report, the Global Council was stressing the importance of getting
sound sleep in order to stay sharp in later life. And so it offers various tips to
the over-50s. They include: keep pets out of your bedroom, avoid late-night rows
with your family; allow 15 minutes of ‘settle time’ before you switch off the light;
avoid food, alcohol and drink for three hours before bed; keep your smartphone
and tablet in another room; have a warm bath; and swap white or blue lights for
warmer, restful colours. Sleep well!
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FAIRTRADE BREAK ON MONDAY 6TH MARCH
Coffee, cakes, tea and biscuits and a host of Fairtade goods welcomed all those who
visited the Rectory on Monday 6th March. Carol, Martin and Tom played host at this
annual event. Not only was the Rectory bathed in sunshine, but the sun shone in
Malawi where our video told a most vivid story of the
empowerment of the villagers; especially the women,
who could now directly benefit financially from the
Fairtrade crop, even taking roles as business managers.
The ability to reinvest means a larger harvest,
education for children and provision for local
hospitals. With almost £100 raised on the day we would like to thank everyone who
contributed and in particular Iris Pattison who brought her Fairtrade goods to both
our Church service and the Rectory.
Tom Briscombe

♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB ♦ ♣
Recent winners are as follows:
23rd Feb: N/S:
E/W:
2nd Mar: N/S:
E/W:
9th Mar: N/S:
E/W:
16th Mar: N/S:
E/W:

Vanessa Sadler & Jocelyn Morley
Anne Snell & John Mitchell
Savas Oratis & Hetty Fisher
John Zetter & Annick Wilcox
Chris Greenacre & Richard Wheen
Richard Pocock & Geoff Woodcock
Savas Oratis & Richard Pocock
Liz Woodhouse & Hetty Fisher

Congratulations to all concerned. We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room
each Thursday and start at 2.15pm, but please arrive and sit down no later than
2.05pm. For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland.
Please do not park in front of the village shop or block access to Dungates Lane or to
houses in the area.
For those interested, there is now a bridge club in the Reading Room on Tuesday
afternoons, also at 2.15pm. This is intended for those who want more practice or
who feel they are not yet quite up to the standard of the Thursday Club. For further
information  842082.
Richard Wheen
25
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Children’s Page
EASTER SYMBOLS

BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB
Our friendly Bowls Club is situated in a unique position down by the River Mole, off
Mill Hill Lane (south). The outdoor season runs from April to September, and there
are also various social events throughout the year.
For 2017, the first Club Night takes place on Thursday 13th April from 6.00pm
onwards, and there is a Club Night every Thursday - you can either
join in playing a game or come along to watch and have a drink.
We are also running three taster sessions on Saturday mornings for
prospective new members who wish to give bowls a try – 22nd and
29th April, and 6th May (including light refreshments) from 10am to
12.30. All you need are flat soled shoes.

At Easter it is all bunnies, eggs and
lambs in the shops. Why are they
symbols of Easter?
One of the oldest Spring symbols in the
world is the egg - it promises new life
as in Spring, fluffy yellow chicks are
hatched from eggs.

Bowls is a fun yet competitive game for all ages, gender and ability. Why not come
along and meet members of the Club on a Thursday evening or the above Saturday
taster sessions without any obligation? See www.brockhambowlsclub.co.uk for more
information or contact Bob Freeman (Club Captain) on  842282.

SYMBIOSIS ...
… a new exhibition of work by Karen Pearson BA (Hons) Fine Art, with guest
artist Reiko Evans, at Denbies Wine Estate, Dorking from
27th March until 2nd April 2017 10.30am-5pm daily
except Sunday 11am-4pm. Paintings, ceramics and
sculpture.
Karen will be showing bronze sculpture, and paintings
which will include various local scenes and landscapes
depicting the beauty of Leith Hill and surrounding areas,
allowing us to reflect on our relationship with it. Reiko will display her beautiful
hand made decorative ceramics which have a Japanese essence.
Part of the sale proceeds will go to The Transverse Myelitis Society, which seeks a
cure for this (often uncurable) neurological disorder involving acute inflammation of
the spinal cord. For more details visit http://www.myelitis.org.uk
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The hare was a symbol of the moon and
is connected with Easter because the
date of Easter depends upon the full
moon. Over time, the hare became a
rabbit, because there are more rabbits
around than hares!
The lamb represents Jesus and links
His death to that of the lamb
sacrificed on the first Passover. Jesus
is called “the Lamb of God.”

EASTER WORDSEARCH
All the words hidden in this wordsearch are to do with Spring and Easter
- can you find them all?
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bird blossom bud
bunny chick cloud crocus daffodil
duck egg flower garden grass hare
lamb lily spring tulip
How do baby hens dance?
Chick to chick.
Why does the chicken go to the
theatre?
For hentertainment.
Which rabbits were famous bank
robbers?
Bunny and Clyde!

My wife is teaching me Cuban. It’s like Spanish but with fewer words for luxury
goods.
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES FOR BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND
BETCHWORTH EASTER EGG HUNT
Wednesday 5th April 10.15-12.00pm

Please note; children must be accompanied by a
responsible adult and best suited to 2- 8 year olds,
although all welcome. If the weather looks likely to
affect any of the activities, please check with the
organiser on the day
Easter Crafts, Games and Easter Trail around Goulburn
Green, Betchworth
10.15am – meet at The Hamilton Room, Church Street, Betchworth RH3
7DN. £3 per child. Bring warm clothes and suitable footwear.

NEXT CELEBRITY ORGAN RECITAL AT BETCHWORTH
The international Concert Organist, D’Arcy Trinkwon, will be
giving the next Celebrity Organ Recital at Betchworth on
Saturday 24th June at 4pm. D’Arcy has performed more than
900 recitals in concert halls, cathedrals and churches
worldwide, including radio and television appearances. He is
one of the outstanding virtuosi organists of his generation.
Known for his musical scholarship and encyclopaedic repertoire
- which is one of the most extensive of any artist before the
public - his dedication to his art has enabled him to draw many
to the organ as a true concert instrument.
Alongside his concert career he is organist of Worth Abbey, the Benedictine
monastery in Sussex featured in such television series as ‘The Big Silence’ and ‘The
Monastery’. He is also organist to the University of Sussex. (see http://
www.darcytrinkwon.com).
Tickets will be on sale from 1st May: £15 (under 14s: £10) - please contact 
843498 or betchworthchurchmusic@hotmail.co.uk. The ticket price includes a
programme and a glass of wine or a soft drink. The event is in aid of church funds.
M.H.

Contact Catriona Martin to book in advance and check weather on the
day  07710 498 591 : catdawes@aol.com

If you would like to help out with these events or have some ideas for
future activities that can bring local families together during the
school holidays, please contact Catriona on  07710 498591

RED SKELTON'S RECIPE FOR THE PERFECT MARRIAGE
1. Two times a week we go to a nice restaurant, have a little beverage, good food and
companionship. She goes on Tuesdays; I go on Fridays.
2. We also sleep in separate beds. Hers is in California, and mine is in Texas .
3. I take my wife everywhere .... but she keeps finding her way back.
4. I asked my wife where she wanted to go for our anniversary. ‘Somewhere I
haven’t been in a long time!’ she said. So I suggested the kitchen.

Puppy love
Want to make a hit with a puppy? Use babytalk. In recent tests, using a gentle,
more highly pitched and gentle ‘sweetie pie’ voice was found to be very attractive
to puppies. Researchers from the University of Lyon and St Etienne discovered
that puppies took it as ‘an invitation to play’, and responded more warmly than
they did to normal adult voices. Older dogs, on the other hand, were not so
impressed with babytalk.

5. We always hold hands. If I let go, she shops.
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6. My wife told me the car wasn’t running well because there was water in the
carburettor. I asked where the car was. She told me, ‘In the lake.’
To be continued next month
April 2017

REFORMATION & RECONCILIATION
The Church of England’s General Synod has welcomed signs of “convergence”
between churches on key doctrinal differences which divided Christians for centuries
in the wake of the Reformation.
Members of the Synod, recently meeting in London, backed a motion supporting
further reconciliation between Roman Catholic and reformed churches as Christians
around the world commemorate the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the
Reformation and celebrating the “rich spiritual blessings” the Reformation brought to
the Church of England.
Moving the motion, the Bishop of Coventry, the Rt Revd Christopher Cocksworth,
said: “The 500th anniversary of the Reformation, which began with Luther’s
courageous insistence that salvation is not for sale, invites every Christian to join
with the whole Church to be renewed in the grace of God and share the astounding
news of God reaching out to the world, running to meet us in Christ and embracing
us into His life by the Spirit with an infinity of love...”
In a joint statement earlier this year, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, spoke
of the need to “repent of our part in perpetuating divisions.” Although the origins of
the Reformation are complex, Martin Luther’s protest against indulgences and other
church practices, in Wittenberg, Germany, on 31st October, 1517, is regarded as the
trigger for the period of upheaval across Europe from which protestant churches, and
ultimately Anglicanism, emerged.
One crucial dividing line between churches for centuries were disagreements about
salvation. But more recent dialogue between churches led to a joint declaration by
the Roman Catholic Church and World Lutheran Federation in 1999, setting out
broad agreement on the doctrine of justification – or the forgiveness of sins. The
declaration, which was affirmed by the Anglican Communion last year, asserts that
people are saved “by grace alone, in faith in Christ’s saving work and not because of
any merit on our part”.
Easter Eggs are losing their ‘Easter’
Next time you are out shopping, have a look at the Easter Eggs on sale. How many
of them actually mention Easter? It seems that many of the best known brands have
quietly dropped any reference to the Christian festival, and now sell Easter products
labelled simply as ‘chocolate egg’ or even ‘egg’.
David Marshall of The Meaningful Chocolate Company says ‘A lot of businesses,
quite often, are not comfortable with the religious aspect of the festival.’
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21st April: St. Anselm, the man who proved there is a God
Anselm is a good saint to remember next time you are asked to prove
that there is a God. His brilliant and original Proslogion, written in
1077-8, sets out the ‘ontological’ proof for God’s existence. Nearly ten
centuries later, it is still studied by theological students as one of the
great philosophical ‘proofs’ of God’s existence.
Anselm was born at Aosta in 1033, the son of a spendthrift Lombard nobleman. In
time he became a Benedictine monk, and joined Lanfranc’s monastery at Bec. He
became prior, then abbot. He was loved by his monks, appreciated for his sensitivity
and intuitiveness. After Lanfranc’s death, Anselm reluctantly agreed to become
Archbishop of Canterbury.
Anselm made known his views on Church-versus-King and they did not please the
king. William Rufus exiled him in 1097 and King Henry I exiled him in 1103.
Anselm was utterly committed to what he saw as the cause of God and the Church,
and had no time for temporal politics. Peace between archbishop and monarch was
not achieved until 1106 and thereafter Anselm spent the rest of his life in England.

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO
The Rector particularly thanks Mrs Bishop, of Larchfield, Old Road, for organising
the Christian Aid Week collection.
He also points out (and this is in 1967), that the Church of England will fairly soon
have to make up its mind about the ordination of women, and if you got the
magazine in those days you will have been able to vote in favour of, or against, the
ordination of women.
The Weekday Page for Women in the attached diocesan leaflet has the following
hints and tips: “Try rubbing a small quantity of vaseline into toe-nails after bathing.
This makes them soft and easy for chiropody. A small quantity smeared into eyelashes is also restful for tired eyes after being out in dust or wind.” “When mixing
mustard for the table, add a drop of salad oil. This greatly improves the flavour and
will prevent the mustard going hard on the sides of the container.”
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APRIL GARDEN NOTES

THE PERILS OF LETTING THE LAITY READ THE LESSONS

Everything looks fresh in the garden in April. Bright, clean foliage abounds on both
trees and deciduous shrubs, and plenty of buds are ready to burst into flower.
Perennials have sprung into life and are starting their huge growth spurt. Lawns are
again needing regular mowing – in between the showers.
All this activity uses energy, so replenish with relevant feeds. Hoe over beds and
borders to dislodge young weeds and sprinkle on Vitax Q4, growmore or fish, blood
and bone. Top off with a layer of chipped bark to retain moisture and discourage
further weed growth.
Climbing plants need to be planted early in the season for best results, so it’s perfect
to do it now. For sunny walls, I suggest the wonderfully scented jasmines and exotic
-looking passion flowers. Ideally, guide them into a trellis or up and over a pergola
or obelisk. For sheer vigour, Honeysuckles (lonicera) are difficult to beat, and many
have sweetly-scented flowers. However, they need trimming back hard at the end of
the season to avoid a straggly look. There are clematis suitable for nearly all
positions, and will give a wow factor to any garden with their rampant growth and
plentiful flowers.
Annual climbers are prolific growers and will give you colour through to September.
Thunbergia (black-eyed susan vine) is good for a summery yellow effect, whereas
Ipomoea heavenly blue will provide good foliage cover and masses of sky-blue
flowers. The more exotic-looking rhodochiton has deep purple bell-shaped flowers.
If you have a large wall to cover and are happy to wait until early autumn for the best
colour, you will be rewarded handsomely by planting Virginia creeper
(parthenocissus quinquifolia). Its green foliage turns a fiery shade of red before
dropping in the early frosts.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries

SOME VIEWS ON GAMES

The Rectory, St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
It was good to see you last Sunday morning on your own home ground. The Service
was interesting – although I have yet to recover from that period of frightful liturgical
debauchery you call ‘passing the peace’. Why should I welcome total strangers
grabbing my hand and smiling deep into my eyes? One lady would simply not let go
– I had to shake her off.
As for the reading of the lessons, I was astonished that you allow members of the
congregation (in shirtsleeves, too) to bring their own Bible to the front. It lacks any
degree of solemnity and decorum. There should be a lectern Bible, preferably about
four feet square in dimensions. And where was a suitable lectern? I admit that
having a substantial brass eagle in your church would be like placing Nelson’s
Column in a Scout tent, but surely something suitable in wood could be found.
We have quite gone with the fashion here at St James the Least of All, and now have
members of the laity – even women! – taking our Bible readings. The decision may
have been a mistake. Our lectern stands at 6 feet; Miss Peckham stands at five feet.
When she is reading, as far as the congregation can see, we have God’s Word being
proclaimed by a straw hat bearing imitation fruit.
The Major’s reading at last Sunday’s Evensong was Numbers 22, and his adoption of
different voices for the narrator, Balaam and Balak was acceptable, if a little
theatrical. But his use of a fourth voice for the ass turned the occasion into
pantomime – a point picked up by our choirboys. When the ass asked: ‘was I ever
wont to do so unto thee’, the boys chorused ‘Oh yes you did’. (Surely it should have
been “Oh yes thou didst’).

I am to cricket what Dame Sybil Thorndike is to non-ferrous welding - Frank Muir

Mrs Smeed’s rendition of the genealogy at the start of Saint Matthew’s gospel clearly
takes her back to the schoolroom. She sounded as if she is holding a roll call – and if
Shealtiel were by any chance missing, she would demand a good explanation.

I know that you learned how to play bridge only yesterday, but what time yesterday?
- George S. Kaufman

Your loving uncle,

Children are the most desirable opponents at Scrabble as they are both easy to beat
and fun to cheat.
- Fran Lebowitz
I’m afraid I play no outdoor games at all, except dominoes. I have sometimes played
dominoes outside a French Café.
- Oscar Wilde
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Eustace
A man walked into a church and approached the minister. “I need help. I think I’m
addicted to Twitter.” The minister looked at him and said gently, “I’m so sorry, I
don’t follow you.”
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