BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
Monday

1 - 4pm
Art Group
4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows
5.30 - 7pm
Brownies
1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing
Tuesday
10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots Toddlers
2 - 5.15pm
Tues. Bridge Club
Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class
Thursday
2 - 5.45pm
Thur. Bridge Club
7 - 8.30pm
Yoga
2nd Saturday 1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild

David Burrells
01372 802602
Jane Stewart
842302
Jane Stewart
842302
Meike Laurenson
248909
Debbie Jones
07701 347351
Richard Wheen
842082
Richard Wheen
842082
Richard Wheen
842082
Tilly Mitchell
843297
Karen Hoad
844267

To book the Reading Room, email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
or phone Stella Cantor on  843335

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Decorative & Fine Arts Society
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
Junior Church Children’s representative
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Surrey Police - non-urgent
Women’s Institute

David Sayce
Mandy Creasey
Iain Laurenson
Ian Caldwell
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Jane Siegle
Vanessa Sadler
Ianthe Cox
Sheena Boyce
Emma Gallagher
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Sarah Munro
Jane Douglass
Dr Jim Docking
Ken Caldwell
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
Rhona Hill

242776
843610
248909
01306 882178
844138
842654
844496
843259/842175
844059
843105
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
07771 427378
843211
843260
843893
843530
221444
842220
842046
101
843044

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net; Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND
Rector

The Revd. Canon Carol Coslett, The Rectory, Old Reigate Road,
Betchworth RH3 7DE (842102). E-mail: ccoslett@btinternet.com

Priest in
Retirement

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane,
Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com

Reader

His Honour Peter Slot, The Red House, Old Reigate Road,
Betchworth RH3 7DR (842010). Email: tarq1840@aol.com

Churchwardens

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)
(+ Bell Captain). Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG
(221444) (+ electoral register). Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com

Parish
Admin.

Vacancy. All enquiries to the Rector, please.

Hon.
Treasurer

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(841058). Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com

Hon. Sec.

Mrs Rosey Davy. Email: roseydavy@gmail.com

Organist

Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT
(241355). Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com

Safeguarding Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).
Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com
Officer
Amy Jago amy.k.jago@gmail.com (07971 085134) and Sarah
Junior
Church Reps Munro sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk (07771 427378)
Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH
Magazine
- Editor (842082). Email: rwheen@hotmail.com
- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).
Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com
- Advertising Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(845298). Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com
Church
Rotas

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613). Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).
Other: Philip Haynes (842613)

Churchyard
Rose Beds

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).
Email: everettleeds@gmail.com

Friends of St. Roger Daniell, Chairman. Richard Wheen, secretary; details as above
Mary’s
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July 2017 Issue No. 1096
Articles for the August 2017 issue must be with the editor by Sunday 16th July
please. Please send editable versions of articles: we cannot accept
PDFs, JPGs etc. If possible, please send graphics in black and white
16 July
or grayscale. The editor reserves the right to shorten or omit articles
submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the
following month. No acknowledgement of items for the magazine
will be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).
Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not
necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains
personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the
magazine. In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website,
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net. Please let the editor know if any of the
information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs
to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the
magazine. Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on
the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor.

HISTORICAL NOTES
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. It straddles the
A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway. The parish registers date back to 1560,
and the first recorded vicar to 1308. The present church is thought to have been built
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860. The church has six bells, still
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire. Some of the windows date from the
14th and 15th centuries. The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from an
enemy bomb in 1941. The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate
pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.
The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the
West end of the church.
Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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Date

Flowers

2nd July
Jean

Reader/Lesson

Sidesman/Procession

Liz Vahey
Genesis
22: 1-14

9.30

Liz Vahey
David Sayce &
Keith Billington

9th July

Cooke

Rosey Davy
Genesis 24: 34-38,
42-49, 58-end

9.30

Rosey Davy
Simon Thomas,
Pat Evans & Trevor Cooke

16th July

Wedding

Genesis 25: 19-end

8

Jean Cooke

23rd July

Jill

Simon Thomas
Genesis 28: 10-19a

9.30

Simon Thomas
Keith Billington, Philip
Haynes & Sue Haynes

Tom Briscombe
Genesis 29: 15-28

10.30 Trevor Cooke
Jean Cooke, Rosey Davy &
Tricia Hawke

30th July
Stammers

THE FRIENDS OF
ST. MARY’S
If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would
like to do so, or would like more information, please
see the literature in the church or contact one of the
officers (eg Richard Wheen, Secretary,  842082, rwheen@hotmail.com). The
annual subscription is £15 for one person, £30 for a household.
The object of the Friends is to help maintain the fabric and structure of St. Mary’s,
an important focal point at the centre of Buckland and a listed building with 1,000
years of history.
A retired vicar was driving his car well over the speed limit, when he noticed a blue
flashing light behind him. He pulled over and looked sheepishly at the police officer
who said, “If you can give me a good reason why you were speeding I’ll let you off
with a caution.” The vicar replied, “Years ago my wife ran off with a policeman and
I thought for one awful moment you were bringing her back.” The policeman left.
30
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PASSING IT ON
When my Dad died we had to clear out his shed. He kept quite a lot of things that
were a central part of his life. He had worked with wood all his life. In the event I
inherited the lot and it went from his shed to my shed, hand tools of one kind and
another. They were valuable to him and I have used them from time to time myself,
but the time came when there had to be a reckoning and a sorting out.
I have been delighted to discover Tools with a Mission who collect unwanted tools of
all kinds – electrical, sewing and knitting, gardening, carpentry, plumbing and
building – refurbish them when needed and assemble them in trade kits. They then
dispatch them to developing countries where they are much needed and much
appreciated. Hilda Burden ( 842516) in Brockham is their local representative and
she will be delighted to hear from you if you have tools you would like to pass on.
The things we inherit within our families are passed on from one
generation to another. We are simply stewards, for a time, of what is
entrusted to us. We own nothing absolutely. We can’t take it with us,
even though some of us would like to try! The things which are
valuable can often be used by others coming after us even though they
may need adapting to different situations.
If it isn’t stretching the analogy too far it is exactly the same when it comes to church
life. Stewardship is a watch word that old hands will be familiar with. It means that
in church life we aim to pass on the treasure we inherit when it comes to faith and
belief. There would not be a believing church at all if others had not done exactly
that down the generations before us.
To do this today we must pay our way, and pay as we go, to ensure that the life of the
church can continue. What we inherit is valuable. God has been generous to us and
given us the gift of life and faith, and asks us to be generous in return.
The way church finance works is that there are two centres of funding: diocese and
3
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parish. The diocese, in our case Southwark, holds the ring when it comes to ministry.
Southwark collects monies from the parishes to finance the ministry of the church –
stipends, housing, pensions, training.
The parishes each have their own expenditure for their church building, services and
other local costs. Today about 60% of ministry is on a voluntary basis from selfsupporting and retired clergy and others. This means that stipendiary clergy who earn
their living from ministry make up the other 40%. A clergy incumbent stipend is
currently £26,000+ housing + pension. It used to be the case that dioceses sent a bill
to local parishes for a share of the total diocesan budget. But in an imaginative move
Southwark reversed the process recently so that each parish now pledges how much
it thinks it can and would like to pay to the overall pot. St Michael’s Betchworth and
St Mary’s Buckland believe that for the current year a pledge of £54,000 between
them is reasonable and achievable: St Michael’s - £33,000 St Mary’s £21,000. This
figure falls below what it actually costs to have a full time Rector by about £20,000.
When on-costs of housing, pension and training are added this figure comes to about
£76,000.
Local parish costs are considerable, especially when it comes to keeping in good
repair ancient and listed church buildings. Local expenditure, apart from what we
contribute to the diocese for ministry, is about £40,000.
So, and here’s the rub, we are not paying our way, (in fact we are being supported by
other less well-off parishes) and we must do better. Some people are already doing
all they can and this is not a plea for you to go into the red or over-commit yourself.
However it is a plea to all of us to review our level of giving or to begin giving on a
regular basis if you are not doing so already.

SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES
Last month’s harder SUDOKU

This month’s medium SUDOKU
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BRIDGE

You may not be a church attender at all but would just like to support the upkeep of
the building. You can do this at St Mary’s Buckland by joining The Friends or at St
Michael’s Betchworth by earmarking your giving for the Fabric Fund.

North cashes ♦A, South discarding a ♣ . West cannot afford to discard a ♠ on this (or
South makes three spade tricks) or a ♥ (or North can immediately
cash two ♥ tricks) so he throws his ♣. North now leads his ♠ for a
finesse of ♠Q. South proceeds to cash ♠A (North discarding a ♣ ) and
then leads his ♥5. West cannot gain by covering, so he plays low
and so must North. West is now in with ♠J and has to lead his last ♥
to North’s good ♥7.

Whatever you can do is very welcome. You can simply increase your standing order
at the bank or contact either Treasurers Charles Hardy or Barbara Thomas if you
would like to speak to someone directly.

CROSSWORD

Thank you to everyone for all you do to support church life financially and through
volunteering. Churches would not be able to continue at all without the many people
who give generously in both these ways. Money is always a difficult subject to talk
about. Please contact me if you have any issues you would like to discuss further.
David Eaton
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X
W
C

R

O
R
D

S

S

ACROSS: 1, Riches. 4, Abner’s. 7, Soul. 8, Damascus. 9, Statutes.
13, Add. 16, Craftsmanship. 17, Old. 19, Redeemer. 24, Walls are.
25, Wise. 26, Target. 27, Thieve.
DOWN: 1, Rest. 2, Courtyard. 3, Sadhu. 4, Arm he. 5, Nose.
6, Round. 10, Tutor. 11, Timid. 12, Sense. 13, Ashbelite. 14, Dips.
15, Echo. 18, Lhasa. 20, Exact. 21, Erect. 22, Flog. 23, Mede.
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PRAYER OF THE MONTH
Dear Lord, of thee
three things I pray:
To see thee more clearly,
Love thee more dearly,
Follow thee more nearly,
Day by day.
St Richard of Chichester

GRACE OF THE MONTH
We thank thee, Lord, for happy hearts,
For rain and sunny weather,
We thank thee, Lord, for this our food,
And that we are together.

POEM OF THE MONTH
I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,
And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made:
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee,
And live alone in the bee-loud glade.

St Mary’s,
Buckland

St Michael’s,
Betchworth

2nd July

9.30

Parish Communion

10.45 Sunday Club *
11
Parish Communion

9th July

9.30

Iona Parish Communion

8
11

16th July

8

HC (BCP)

10.30 Joint all age service
5pm Choral Evensong

23rd July

9.30

Parish Communion

8
11

HC (BCP)
Parish Communion

30th July

10.30 Joint Parish Communion

8

HC (BCP)

HC (BCP)
Matins

* In the Hamilton Room

And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow,
Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings;
There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow,
And evening full of the linnet’s wings.
I will arise and go now, for always night and day
I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;
While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey,
I hear it in the deep heart’s core.
W.B. Yeats

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH
A pessimist is someone who, when opportunity knocks,
complains about the noisy door knocker.
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Date

July Diary
2.30pm

FABB

4pm

B&B Society Barbeque

Thur 6th

7.45pm

W.I.

21

Fri

7th

8pm

One World Group Concert

22

Thu

20th

7.15pm

Brockham Flower Club demo

20

Sat

22nd 2-6pm

Garden open for charity

19

Sat

23rd

Garden open for charity

19

Saint James

13

Hamilton Room drop-in

9

Sun

2nd

2-6pm

Tues 25th
Wed 26th
July 2017

Page

2-4pm

8

5

8, 18

July 2017

SUDOKUS

FROM THE REGISTERS

First a medium one. Solution on page 29

Baptisms
21st May

Molly Caroline Patterson (top picture), St Michael’s

11th June

Lily Jayne Russell
Clementine Lily Munroe (lower picture)

1

21st May

Jane Baxendale & Christopher Siegle, St Michael’s

10th June

Lizzie Oliphant & Sam Robinson, St Michael’s

7

3
4

9

1

3

7

1
9

5

2
5

Frederick Benjamin Ellis formerly of The Harvesters,
Buckland and Rose Cottage, Brockham Green, who
died on 18th May aged 90 years. St Michaels.

2
4

4

7

Funerals and Burials

North to lead in a NT
contract. How can
N/S make 5 tricks
ahainst any defence?

8
6

Weddings

15th June

BRIDGE

8

6

3

5

7

8

And now a trickier one. Solution next month
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4

3
6

Hosted by St Matthew’s Church, Station Road, Redhill, at 6.30 pm. ALL ARE
WELCOME. For further details please contact Chris Elliott:  01737 244919 or
email: reigatedeanery@gmail.com

In hotel rooms I worry. I can’t
be the only guy who sits on the
furniture naked. Jonathan Katz

9

REIGATE DEANERY SERVICE OF HEALING AND
WHOLENESS, 9th July 2017
A time to gather and rest and worship in God’s presence, with an
opportunity to receive prayer, anointing with oil and simply share the
grace-filled communion and company of God’s people in bread and wine.

EAST
♠K2
♥SOUTH ♦ K
♠ A Q 10 ♣ K J 3
♥ 5
♦ Solution
♣ 98
on p. 29

Lawyers believe a man is
innocent until proven broke. Robin Hall

CHRISTIAN AID
Once again I would like to say a big thank you to all who contributed to Christian
Aid this year, both through envelopes and church collections. Also a special thank
you to my team of wonderful helpers who give their time to make a difference. It
was a difficult task this year, not helped by the adverse weather we encountered. The
total house collections was slightly up on last year and in total, with Gift Aid, we
raised £1559.15 so well done and thank you to everyone
Liz Vahey

WEST
♠ J94
♥ 63
♦ ♣ 10

NORTH
♠ 5
♥ 74
♦ A
♣ Q4

5

9

2

4

7
8

3

4
1

9
2

If life were fair Elvis would still
be alive today and all the
impersonators would be dead. Johnny Carson
I don’t believe in astrology. I
am a Sagittarius and we’re very
sceptical. - Arthur C. Clarke

5
4 1

2

1

5

1
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Hollywood must be the only
place on earth where you can be
fired by a man wearing a
Hawaiian shirt and a baseball
cap. - Steve Martin
July 2017

FACULTY GRANTED FOR PEW REMOVAL
This is a Note on the judgment in the Consistory Court Court of the Diocese of
Southwark and in the matter of the church of St Mary the Virgin, Buckland and in
the matter of a petition by the Revd Canon Carol Coslett, David Sayce and Trevor
Cooke [2017 ECC Swk 6]. The petition was for the removal of up to three pews at
the east end of the nave (two on the south side and one on the north side).

CROSSWORD Solution on page 29
ACROSS
1 ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit
in your inner being’ (Ephesians 3:16) (6)
4 ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner were
sons of Abiel’ (1 Samuel 14:51) (6)
7 ‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’ (Psalm 103:1)
(4)
8 See 5 Down
9 Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)
13 ‘Who of you by worrying can — a single
hour to his life?’ (Luke 12:25) (3)
16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)
17 ‘Your young men will see visions, your
— men will dream dreams’ (Acts 2:17) (3)
19 How David described his Lord (Psalm
19:14) (8)
24 ‘If this city is built and its — — restored,
you will be left with nothing in TransEuphrates’ (Ezra 4:16) (5,3)
25 ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able to
make you — for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4)
26 Intended destination of arrows
(Lamentations 3:12) (6)
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6)

The Chancellor made his judgment on the petition on 26th May 2017 and has
directed that a faculty should be issued. In coming to his conclusion the Chancellor
has addressed matters raised by the Duffield guidelines which are a series of
questions that the Court of Arches suggests that it is appropriate to consider in
relation to any proposal to alter a listed church.

facial feature of the Beloved thus: ‘Your — is
like the tower of Lebanon looking towards —
’ (Song of Songs 7:4) (4,8)
6 ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth
buckled — your waist’ (Ephesians 6:14) (5)
10 Trout (anag.) (5)
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14)
(5)
12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 10:3)
(5)
DOWN
1 ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart, and
13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin
you will find — for your souls’ (Matthew
(Numbers 26:38) (9)
11:29) (4)
14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one
2 Where Peter was when he denied Christ
who — bread into the bowl with me”’ (Mark
three times (Luke 22:55) (9)
14:20) (4)
3 Remarkable early 20th-century Indian
15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)
evangelist, a convert from Hinduism, —
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)
Sundar Singh (5)
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)
4 ‘Now the king had put the officer on whose 21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)
— — leaned in charge of the gate’ (2 Kings
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)
7:17) (3,2)
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king
5 and 8 Across The Lover describes this
of the Babylonians, was one (Daniel 5:31) (4)

The Chancellor will only grant a faculty for proposals that include harmful changes
to churches of historic interest where the harm is clearly outweighed by the public
benefit. An extract of the Judgment says: “23. The church is listed Grade II and not
Grade I or II* and serious harm would not be caused to it. The modest harm arising
from the proposals, which will in my judgement hardly affect the character of the
church, is outweighed by the clear and significant public benefit flowing from the
proposal… 24. I direct that a faculty should issue. The work is to be completed to a
reasonable satisfaction of the Church’s Inspecting Architect. The pews are to be
stored safely in a place approved by the Archdeacon in consultation with the
Church’s Inspecting Architect.. Subject to any further order of the court, before the
expiry of the five years from the date of issue of the faculty, the pews shall be refitted
in their current positions....”
A copy of the full judgment is available in the church porch, or can be sent on
request (preferably by email).
When the pews are removed the space created will greatly enhance our worship
space providing space for those using wheelchairs; to provide space for
instrumentalists around a piano and for singers (eg at All Age and Iona Services and
for Concerts); to give space for a projector for use at All Age services, and to give
more space for attendants of wedding couples.
As St Mary’s seeks to continue to offer a Christian presence and resource in the
community it is so important to embrace change and allow the church to remain a
living and worshipping space in the 21 st Century. We are grateful for the
Chancellor’s judgment on this matter to assist the Mission and Outreach of the
church to move forward.
David Sayce and Elizabeth Vahey, Churchwardens
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IF A SPARROW SHOULD FALL
FABB (FAMILY ACTIVITIES FOR
BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND) ...
… are excited to be hosting a fun hour of Circus Skills coaching
for the young residents of Betchworth & Buckland. Juggling,
plate spinning, feather balancing and lots more circus fun with a
professional circus skills coach from Shooting Stars.
The event is on Sunday 2nd July from 2.30pm –
3.30pm on Goulburn Green, Betchworth and is suitable for
children aged 3 – 10 (Children must be accompanied by an adult)
Tickets £5 per child. Limited availability, so please book in
advance, via Cat Martin (catmartin@aol.com:  07710 498 591).
Why not stay on Goulburn Green and join in the Betchworth &
Buckland Society Summer BBQ at 4pm? See details below.

The Betchworth and Buckland Society

For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth & Buckland
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SUMMER BBQ

Sunday 2nd July on Goulburn Green from 4pm
Join us in celebrating our
Diamond Jubilee
Booking essential as entrance by ticket only
Members £10 (non-members £12) Children 5-12 half
price

Li v
e
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s

ic

To purchase tickets contact Fiona Brindley  841005 or
betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
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“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?
And not one of them is forgotten before God.”
Tickets are now on sale for Gatton Community Theatre’s latest open air
promenade production, If a Sparrow Should Fall, taking place at Gatton Park,
Reigate on July 12th-14th, 16th, and 19th-21st, all at 7.30 pm. The performance
on Sunday 16th will be signed. The play is directed by Libby Egwuba and is a
new piece of theatre written by Anna Thompson.
The play follows the journey of Legion, a homeless ex serviceman, his dog and a
sparrow which he is determined to protect, on a journey of self discovery. He also
realises he is the only human able to talk to animals. During his search for an
acceptance of who he is and a cure for his sickness he meets a number of animals
- a cat, a mouse, the sparrow, and a disgruntled cow – who tell him stories of a
miracle healer. He sets off to find the man who performs these miracles,
eventually meeting Lamb, a gardener who gives him the strength to carry on.
Familiar stories from the bible are the inspiration for the animal’s own original
stories; at times hilariously funny and at others poignant, it is a story a journey of
discovery, friendship and love and suitable for both adults and children. Tickets
are £12 for adults, £8 for children, family ticket (2 + 2) £30 and available from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/gct or  0333 666 3366. Booking fees apply.
Inspiration for the play comes from Luke 12:6 and Matthew 6:25-34: “Are not five
sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before God.”
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to
his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his
glory was not arrayed like one of these....”
Psychology is the study of the id by the odd.
Job cursed the day he was born. Most babies can’t even speak till they are at least 18
months old.
People treat the Ten Commandments like a history test - they attempt only three.
True love possesses the ability to see beyond… Love sees another’s soul in great
need of help and sets compassion to work.
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LEITH HILL PLACE

ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN TEAS

A National Trust botanist has been working at the Rhododendron
Wood on the Leith Hill estate this spring, cataloguing the specimens
growing there. We are keen to establish the exact link between
Caroline Wedgwood, her brother Charles Darwin, his friend Joseph
Hooker (plant hunter and director of Kew) and the older shrubs and
trees in the wood. If anyone can point us in the direction of
correspondence, diary entries, or family stories that might give us
evidence of exactly when and how the wood was planted, please give
us a ring on  01306 711 685. Thank you.
Meanwhile, coming up at Leith Hill Place:
Saturday 1st July, 6.30pm to 8.30pm: Musicians from the Royal College of Music
are joined by the artist Jo Lewis to explore works from Debussy to Ralph Vaughan
Williams and the history of English landscape paintings. Tickets: £20. Booking
essential on  0344 249 1895.
Friday 7th July: a cappella folk group The Morrigan Singers will give two free
afternoon performances from 2.30pm to 3.15pm and 4pm to 4.45pm, followed by an
evening performance from 6pm to 8pm. For the evening performance booking is
essential on  0344 249 1895; tickets: £10.
Saturday 15th July from 2.30 to 3.30pm: Jane Newberry will lead children up to
the age of 10 in a fun family music session. The event is included in admission.
Sunday 16th July from 2.30pm to 3.15pm: Patrick Newberry will give an engaging
insight into the history of Leith Hill Place and its occupants. The event is included in
admission.
Saturday 22nd July from 6pm to 8.30pm: Opera Prelude will perform ‘Oh to be in
England’ composed by Vaughan Williams, a celebration of English song. Tickets:
£20. Booking is essential on  0344 249 1895.


Golf: a game in which the balls lie on the ground and the players lie in the
clubhouse.



Fisherman: one who drops the fish a line but seldom hears from them.



Fashion is a form of ugliness so intolerable that we have to alter it every six
months. - Oscar Wilde



Your house: a portion of land covered by a mortgage.



Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does anything about it.



Golfer to caddy: Why didn’t you watch where my ball went? Caddy to
golfer: I’m so sorry. Your ball doesn’t usually go anywhere, and this took
me completely by surprise.
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We are now well into the 2017 round of Drop-In teas with the
following dates: 26th July, 23rd August, 27th September, 25th October
and 22nd November (sixth anniversary).
If you are in Church Street, Betchworth between 2 and 4pm on the
fourth Wednesday of any month, do Drop-In to the Hamilton Room
for tea and cakes or biscuits. Recent donations have supported
Renewed Hope Trust, who run the night-shelter and drop-in in
Redhill, and Sebastian’s Action Trust who are putting the donation
to their Summer Christmas event, for children (and families) who
may not be well enough to celebrate next December.
Thank you to all helpers and we look forward to seeing you.
Contact Margaret Miller:  842098 or e-mail: jma.miller@btinternet.com for more
information or transport.

BELL-RINGING
There will be extra bell-ringing at 2.30 pm for about 45 minutes on 9th
July 2017.

BUCKLAND READING ROOM
IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
PARTIES, EVENTS, MEETINGS AND CLUBS
£30 per session (concessionary rates for regular hirers)
For further details see our website at
www.bucklandsurrey.net/local-amenities/buckland-reading-room
For booking enquiries contact us on
Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
or call Stella Cantor on  843335
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE

DORKING MUSEUM IN JULY

Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) is launching a consultation, as a first step in
its preparation of “Future Mole Valley”, MVDC’s next Local Plan. Future Mole
Valley will set out plans for land use in Mole Valley for the next 15 years; it will
include targets for delivering new development as well as setting out those areas
which will continue to be protected with respect to development. As this is about the
future of Mole Valley for everybody who lives here, it is vital MVDC understands
what you think. MVDC needs to:
 help households who are struggling to find suitable, affordable accommodation;
 create better conditions for local businesses; and
 adapt to the changing demands on, inter alia, retail and leisure services.
Doing nothing is not a viable option. As MVDC is clear that development will have
to take place to meet these needs, it wants your input to shape how and where that
development goes. It is launching a consultation on two main themes: making the
best use of brownfield land and the potential release of greenfield land.

Our summer exhibition, “Time Gentlemen Please! The story of Dorking pubs”,
explores their growth and decline, and the establishments that have graced our
streets, revealing the town’s ‘lost inns’. Old images, modern photographs, pub
memorabilia, a pub sign drawing competition for children and a chance to try some
old pub games.
Hear more in our Gallery Talk, Thursday 30 th July: David Langford on the
changing face of Dorking pubs, pubs that have survived and ‘lost’ inns, their history,
roles, and stories of individual establishments, landlords, clientele and activities.
7pm, doors open 6.30, entry £5 on the door, includes a glass of beer or Prosecco.
The book: ‘Time Gentlemen, Please’: The Story of Dorking Pubs by David
Langford and Jim Docking, modern photos Royston Williamson, Cockerel Press,
£9.50, available from Dorking Museum and local outlets. Includes stories of more
than 50 establishments, with archive images, modern photos and fold-out map.
Guided Walks and Tours
for group bookings by
appointment, with Open Days
for individuals. Guided
walks: town centre pubs,
historic Dorking and the
Deepdene Trail, 90 minutes,
£3 (£4 Deepdene). South
Street Caves Tours, 45
minutes, £6. Check website
for details of groups and open
days (next Deepdene Trail 2nd
July), enquiries and bookings.

At this stage, the consultation is not about specific sites for development; rather it is
seeking your views on options MVDC has identified as possible approaches it could
adopt to accommodate new development. The consultation will run from 1 st July
2017 until 12th August 2017. You can view more information on a video if you visit
the MVDC website at www.futuremolevalley.org You will find a questionnaire
setting out the options with space for you to give MVDC any ideas you may have.
During this consultation MVDC will be hosting events throughout Mole Valley to
meet people face-to-face, answer questions and receive views in person. The MVDC
Planning Policy Team will be in Brockham Village Hall on 21 st July 2017 and at
Dorking Halls on 10 th August 2017, in each case from 4pm to 8pm.
Duncan Irvine, MVDC Executive Member for Planning, says “This is an opportunity
for everyone in our District to help shape the direction of development to meet the
housing and economic needs of Mole Valley, whilst protecting the countryside that
we all love so much. We need your views because we need to get this right, so please
do take part.”

Dorking Museum,
62 West Street.
Open Thursday to Saturday
10am-4pm.
 01306 876591 or
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.

The Parish News section of the village website will include a link to the consultation
and details of all the public sessions MVDC arranges. Relevant updates will be
issued via the village email group. To join the email group and keep up to date
please send an email to bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk and include your name,
house name and postcode.
Sheena Boyce, bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk
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BUCKLAND ONE WORLD GROUP
Friday 7th July at 8pm
in the Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL

SUMMER CONCERT

Once again we approach the end of
The summer term is the time when
another academic year that has seen
many classes go out for the day to
the school continue to go from strength places connected with their learning.
to strength and increase in popularity.
Our Reception children travelled by
Many of our classes are full
coach (an adventure in itself)
and we now have waiting lists
to Goring to study a seaside
for some age groups.
environment; Year 5 have
Our year 6 pupils are looking
recently visited Hampton
forward to visiting their new
Court Palace and Year 2
secondary schools; most of
visited Brooklands Museum.
our pupils are heading
Year 3 had a week of
Be the best you can be, every day adventures, as part of
for the Priory or The

MARGARET WATSON harp
CHRISTOPHER WHEEN piano
Including pieces by Bach, Handel, Beethoven,
Chopin, Debussy, Naderman and Satie
Admission: £10, including refreshments
All proceeds to Money for Madagascar

NEXT ORGAN RECITAL AT ST MICHAEL’S
Saturday 23rd September 2017 at 4.00 pm - Stephen Disley (Sub Organist,
Southwark Cathedral).
Stephen is one of the country’s finest organists who, as a
recitalist and accompanist, has played at Westminster
Abbey, Westminster Cathedral, St Paul’s Cathedral, Royal
Albert Hall, Royal Festival Hall, King’s College,
Cambridge, and at festivals at Salisbury, Peterborough,
Lichfield, the City of London and the International Organ
Festival at St Albans. He has performed and broadcast
with ensembles such as the BBC Singers, the London
Symphony Chorus, the Finzi Singers and the Budapest
Radio Choir. Stephen is Sub-Organist at Southwark
Cathedral and founding Director of its Girls’ Choir and
also is organist to the City of London School.
Tickets will be available shortly from betchworthchurchmusic@hotmail.co.uk or
 8743498 or on the door. Tickets £12 (under 14s £8) , include a glass of wine/soft
drink). In aid of St Michael’s Church Funds.
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Ashcombe in Dorking.
On the same day our new Year 3 pupils
from Newdigate and our Leigh site will
join us for the day and will spend time
getting to know our Brockham site and
meeting their new teacher. We are also
looking forward to welcoming sixty new
children into our Reception classes at
Betchworth and Brockham. We have a
carefully planned induction programme
for our youngest pupils ensuring a
smooth and happy introduction into
their first school.
No longer do schools operate from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. For some pupils their day
at school starts at 8 a.m. when they
join our Breakfast club and some
children also join our Moles club which
provides after school care until 6 p.m.

their Activity Week,
which included a visit to Warnham
Nature Reserve. All these visits were
linked to the history and/or geography
topics they have been studying this
term. Finally, our Year 6 children
organised a series of Charity Events,
working in groups to raise as much
money for their chosen charities as
they could, each with a donation of
£10.00 from School Fund to get them
started. A worthwhile, memorable and
enjoyable experience for all involved.
Well done to everyone.
Please enjoy the remainder of the
summer and many thanks for your
ongoing support of North Downs
Primary.

Jane Douglass, Headteacher,
North Downs Primary School
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BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND TINY TOTS TODDLER GROUP
Tuesdays 10am – 12 noon
Summer term continuing through to 25th July
All are welcome. We have a different craft activity
every week, a baby corner, ride on area, yummy and
healthy snacks, and we finish with a story and songs.
Find us at: The Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland, RH3
7DY. Queries? Contact Debbie Jones  841005 or
 07701 347351.

FABB (Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland)

are buzzing about a morning with Dorking Forest School
Please join us for a fun two hours with a forest school leader: bug hunting, den
building, wood crafts, campfire cooking and songs
Wednesday 23rd August 10am to 12pm
Suitable for children aged 3 – 10

Children must be accompanied by an adult
Meeting at 9.45am near Powell Corderoy School, Dorking (tbc)
Tickets £6.00 per child
Please book and pay in advance:
Contact Louise Gibson (lou.gibson@hotmail.co.uk  07825 260091)

A young curate, who always seemed to be in a hurry, was late in taking
his 8-year-old son to school. In the rush, he made a turn at a red light
when he should have stopped. “Oh dear,” he said to his son, “I should
have stopped there, but I made a mistake.” The boy replied, “Don’t
worry, Daddy, you’ll be OK. The police car right behind us just did the
same thing.”
12
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PEBBLECOMBE W.I. AT BETCHWORTH
In stark contrast to our abundant cakemaking for our June Teas on the Green,
we heard the story of a little German
girl, hungry and fleeing
from the Russian forces
in World War
Two. Three times a
refugee, Brigitte Ziegler
was born in East Prussia,
which became part of
Poland and then part of
Russia. In 1944 the
Russians were advancing to take her
home town Insterburg. A train-driver
friend enabled Brigitte, her mother and
brother to hide under the seats in the
baggage section of the last train out: it
was very cold and there was no food on
the two-day journey. Once in relative
safety the local people were obliged to
accommodate them as refugees but food
was very short and they were not
welcome. They were billeted to a farm,
worked in the fields, foraged for food
and even stole grass to feed a rabbit for
meat at Christmas. Her father, a soldier,
was a Russian POW and not allowed
any contact until 1949, four years after
the end of the war. East Germany came
under Russian rule after the Yalta
agreement under which Germany was
divided into four sectors. Communism
was a very bad system to live under with
no jobs or industry to sustain them and

the family fled to West Germany before
the Wall was built. In later years
Brigitte worked in Hamburg where she
met and married an
Englishman from
Brockham, raised a
family in England and
now feels fully integrated.
The tumultuous years of
the war told from the
opposing side gave us a
brief insight into the lives of ordinary
people caught up in extreme events.
Members, some of whom could
remember the hardships of life here at
that time, commented on the lack of
bitterness with which Brigitte, who has
now written a book “Refuge from a
Broken Land”, told her story.
Summer is always a busy time for
village events and members wear many
different hats. Craft meetings thrive,
allotments and gardens are tended and
we look forward to our monthly evening
meeting, the next on Thursday 6th July,
7.45 pm at the Hamilton Room,
Betchworth, with weather man Ian
Currie’s talk on Frost, Freezes and
Fairs. Come and join us.
Pam Patch

UP AND DOWN
A small boy, seeing a funeral procession going UP the street, asked his mother what
it was. She told him: ‘It’s someone who has died. They are on their way to heaven.’
A little later the boy saw a similar procession coming DOWN the street. He said:
‘Hard luck on that one, Mum!”
21
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‘BURSTING FULL OF COLOUR’
a floral design demonstration by Graham King
Brockham Flower Club is excited to invite you to a floral art
demonstration by Graham King, an award-winning Surrey Area
NAFAS floral design demonstrator.
The demonstration will inspire with arrangements of bright colourful flowers,
enhanced with accessories and amazing containers. The evening promises to be as
vibrant and colourful as the award winning floral designs Graham is known for.
The demonstration will be on 20th July 2017 beginning at 7.15pm (please arrive
early for a prompt start) at North Downs School Hall, Brockham, Wheelers
Lane RH3 7LA.
Tickets: £4.00 for visitors.
For more information about Brockham Flower Club or if you
would like to join our monthly club nights, please contact Ann
Meadows on  842934 or on meadowsann@tiscali.co.uk

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Despite a very dry and sometimes cold April our gardens produced a wonderful
display of colour. Daffodils and tulips were in abundance. During May the weather
was variable and gradually warmed up so our gardens have begun to look their finest.
Now is the time to get on top of those jobs that have been waiting. Plants start to
flourish now but so do the weeds. Plant out your patio containers with half hardy
annuals and tender perennials as the danger of frost has gone. Regular watering and
feeding will give you a wonderful display throughout the summer.
Our thoughts are now focussing on the Autumn Show
and preparations are under way. There will be plenty of
interesting categories for our members and non-members
to enter this year. Due to the success of the Junior section
we would like to encourage the younger members to enter
again this year. More details to come over the coming
months.
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25th July

St James the Apostle - apostle to Spain

James and his brother John were sons of Zebedee and fishermen from
Galilee - the “sons of thunder”, as the gospel writers describe their
impetuous characters and fiery tempers.
James stands out on three accounts: he was one of the three disciples who witnessed
the Transfiguration of Christ; Jesus took him, along with Peter and John, to “watch”
with him in the garden of Gethsemane; and finally, he went on to be the first apostle
to die for the Christian faith, when in AD 44 Herod Agrippa put him to the sword in
Jerusalem at Passover time.
In the centuries following his death, James became associated with the evangelising
of Spain, and as a powerful defender of Christianity against the Moors. The heyday
of the cult of Santiago de Compostela was from the 12th to the 15th Centuries, and
the pilgrimage to Compostela became one of the most important of medieval
Christendom. This in time transformed the iconography of James, and his emblems
became the pilgrim’s hat and the scallop-shell of Compostela. Over 400 English
churches have been dedicated to James.

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO
The Rector thanks the parishioners for their kind words of congratulation on his
appointment as an Hon. Canon of Southwark.
The following tips and hints come from the Weekday Page for Women in the
attached diocesan leaflet: “When cleaning a room newly painted, try getting rid of
paint fumes by leaving a sliced onion on a plate for a short time. This will absorb the
fumes quite quickly and leave no unpleasant odour.” “Even in summer, with dry
dusty weather, one sometimes gets a relaxed throat. Try a gargle each morning with
a pinch of salt in a tumbler of warm water. This helps to prevent any infection.”
“For those who still have a coal fire, do not throw away tea leaves. Wrap them in
newspaper and use to bank the fire. This is an economical tip and useful for keeping
the fire low when only a little warmth is needed.”
13
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JULY GARDEN NOTES

LOCAL GARDEN OPEN FOR CHARITY

After a few summer months of hot and dry weather, gardens can begin to look jaded.
It’s easy to give them a boost and an injection of colour as late summer approaches.

THE OLD CROFT, SOUTH HOLMWOOD



Keep dead-heading and feeding annual bedding plants. Trim back straggly
stems, especially trailing plants in pots and hanging baskets. They will often
reward you with a second flush of flower. Sweet peas will be most prolific
when flowers are often cut – and enjoyed indoors!



Roses need careful attention. As well as removing damaged stems and
flowers, spray regularly to keep bugs and mildew at bay.



There are plenty of perennials which offer long-flowering periods well into
September and October: echinacea, rudbeckia, penstemon, and dahlia are all
reliable additions to any garden.



There are also a large number of varieties of salvia (sage). They are generally
not fussy plants and will grow in a variety of soils in sun or part shade. Salvia
range in colour from pale pink to scarlet red, and shades of blue and purple,
salmon and white. One of our suppliers has over 40 varieties listed – they all
look irresistible! Some are classified as herbs, so can be used to add extra
flavour to fruit salads and drinks as well as enhancing flower borders. If you
need height, Salvia Amistad will grow to over 1 metre, and Black and Blue up
to 2 metres. Most of the pratensis varieties such as Swan Lake and Twilight
Serenade will flower to 90cm. Popular amongst the greggii types are Salmon
Dance, Ultra Violet and Red Swing. These are reliable bushy perennials
reaching over 60cm. The nemerosas such as Caradonna and Pink Friesland
tend to be shorter at 30-45cm. Whichever you choose, they are a reliable
addition to any garden.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries

(as described in the NGS Yellow Book) on Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd July
Remarkable 5-acre garden with many diverse areas of exquisite natural beauty,
giving a sense of peace and tranquillity. Stunning vistas including lake, bridge, pond
fed by natural stream running over rocky weirs, bog gardens, roses, perennial
borders, elevated viewing hide, tropical bamboo maze, curved pergola of rambling
roses, unique topiary buttress hedge, many specimen trees and shrubs. Visitors return
again and again. The garden is about two miles south of Dorking on the A24. Full
directional signs from A24, Mill Road and Blackbrook Road will be in place.
Situated in the heart of Holmwood Common, there is free parking on the common
with a lovely 600 yard woodland walk to the garden.
For the disabled and the elderly please ring  01306 888224 to arrange for direct
access.
This is a garden to explore slowly, discovering its peace and serenity as it reveals the
beauty of God’s amazing creation. It should help to restore your soul.
The garden is open under the auspices of the National Garden Scheme with proceeds
to them and St Catherine’s Hospice. Admission £5.00 (All entrance money goes to
the NGS), children free. Homemade teas (Money to St Catherine’s Hospice), open
from 2 - 6pm each day.



In a hotel in Athens: Visitors are expected to complain at the office between
the hours of 9 and 11 A.M. daily.



In a New York medical building: Mental Health Prevention Center

Died in the services



Little Alex was staring up at the large brass plaque that hung on the side wall of the
church. The plaque was covered with names, and seemed to fascinate the seven-year
old. “All those names,” he said to the minister. “Who are they?”

In the lobby of a Moscow hotel across from a Russian Orthodox monastery:
You are welcome to visit the cemetery where famous Russian and Soviet composers, artists, and writers are buried daily except Thursday.



“Well, they were people who used to go to this church,” explained the minister.
“This is a memorial to all the young men and women who died in the services.”

On a New York convalescent home: For the sick and tired of the Episcopal
Church.



On the menu of a Swiss restaurant: Our wines leave you nothing to hope for.



In a Baltimore clothing store: Wonderful bargains for men with 16 or 17
necks.

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little Alex’s voice was
barely audible when he asked, “Which service, the 9 o’clock, or the 11 o’clock?”
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60 YEARS AND GETTING STRONGER!

ARE WE THERE YET?

The Betchworth & Buckland Society celebrates its 60th year in 2017 and what better
way than to have a memorable and well attended AGM with the Director of the
AONB, Rob Fairbanks, who gave an in depth and very informative talk on the varied
activities and involvement of this organisation which the Society is proud to
support. We were enthralled and captivated by such a knowledgeable speaker
bringing his enthusiasm to life with slides, graphs and statistics including:

Are you off on holiday by car soon? Then beware: car journeys become too long for
hot, bothered children after precisely two hours and 37 minutes. That is when you
are likely to hear ‘Are we there yet?’ 14 minutes later, arguments break out in the
back seat.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Surrey has a 40% coverage of Woodland
1 Registered Beach (Frensham Great Pond)
2nd most cycled route in the world (Boxhill)
25% of open area for recreation
41% of Company Directors in the U.K live in Surrey

This is the finding of recent research by the Highways Agency, who feels sorry for
parents preparing for the long summer getaway by car. It suggests that parents
travelling with children might wish to consider planning to stop for a break about two
hours into the trip, to help young passengers cope with the boredom, and to keep
family peace alive.

TALKING TO YOURSELF?

By way of a departure this year we had an interval wine and cheese which allowed
members to mingle and catch up. So a big thanks to Fiona and Debbie for laying on
these refreshments.
A retiring collection was made for the Surrey Hills Society which raised £160 and
members left replete, buzzing with facts and figures and grateful in the knowledge
that we live in such a beautiful Area Of Natural Beauty.

When we see people talking out loud to themselves, we can tend to avoid them as
slightly odd. But, in reality, they may be very smart indeed. According to a recent
study at Bangor University, those of us who speak to ourselves while focusing on a
task do better than those of us who stay silent.
It seems that when we read instructions out loud, our brains absorb information more
quickly. As one psychologist at Bangor explained: ‘Our ability to generate explicit
self-instructions is actually one of the best tools we have for cognitive control.’

BBQ on Sunday 2nd July at 2.00 pm to be held on Goulburn Green so please put this
date in your diary and join us for another enjoyable event with friends and family for tickets please contact Fiona Brindley  841005 and for more details on the
Society please go to: www.betchworthandbucklandsociety.co.uk
Dave Lynch

Things simply work better when said aloud. Talking to ourselves helps us to better
organise our thoughts, plan our actions, consolidate our memories, and control our
emotions.

Still lost in translation

Men have discovered they like to cook. As many as 40 per cent are now confident
about cooking a meal from scratch, and many enjoy the many new hi-tech kitchen
gadgets available.

For those of you travelling this summer, look out for similar signs!


In a Paris hotel elevator: Please leave your values at the front desk.



On the walls of a Baltimore estate: Trespassers will be prosecuted to the full
extent of the law. - Sisters of Mercy



In a Bucharest hotel lobby: The lift is being fixed for the next day. During
that time we regret that you will be unbearable.



On a long established New Mexico dry cleaning store: 38 years on the same
spot.
18
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MEN IN THE KITCHEN

The study by Mintel found that aspirational advertising has had a big effect:
‘Cooking is seen as a project – men get to build things and be creative.’ They
especially enjoy baking, with almost one in four men aged between 16-24 saying
they feel very confident in their baking skills. (Compared with just 12 per cent of
men aged over 65).
Of course, TV has had a lot to do with it, with the huge success of The Great British
Bake Off and Masterchef. Both programmes are widely watched by men.
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ON THE HAZARDS OF THE ANNUAL CHOIR OUTING
The Rectory, St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren

♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB ♦ ♣

A local phenomenon invariably occurs at St. James the Least of All each June: large
numbers of boys discover a vocation to join the church choir. The fact that their
annual outing happens in July is, I am sure, entirely coincidental. This year, I
suggested a cultural tour of the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford. Unaccountably, they
wanted a visit to the local Amusement Park. Life is nowadays so degenerate that
democracy even exists within the Church, and I was outvoted: 28 to 1.
Time was when you could drop them all off in the car park, give them half a crown
each and tell them to be back by 6pm, while I could enjoy a leisurely lunch, a light
doze on a deckchair in the park and cup of tea before returning to the coach. Today,
each boy has to be accompanied by an armed guard, travelling a pre-planned route
and reporting back to central control by mobile phone at half-hour intervals. You are
even expected to bring back the same number you took out. The year when we
returned home to find that we had unaccountably lost five of them, would no longer
be considered acceptable.

Recent winners are as follows:
25th May: N/S:
E/W:
1st June: N/S:
E/W:
8th June: Winners:
Runners-up:
15th June: N/S:
E/W:

Richard Pocock & Geoff Woodcock
Valerie & Valentine Down
Richards Pocock & Wheen
Geoff Woodcock & Gloria Whitwell
Judith Riiser & Robin Hoare
Izzy Gibbons & John Zetter
Judith Riiser & Bruce Paul
Shan Calvert & Lucinda Lewis

Congratulations to all concerned. We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room
each Thursday and start at 2.15pm, but please arrive and sit down no later than
2.05pm. For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland

Our choirboys’ ability to consume candyfloss, toffee apples, ice-cream and pop,
generally doing so simultaneously, is awesome. Were it to become an Olympic event,
St. James’ would be guaranteed gold. But the consequences are unvaryingly
predictable. The sight of Hutton minor projectile vomiting while travelling at 50 mph
30 feet above the ground on the Big Dipper is an image that, sadly, will never fade.
It did, however, hugely increase his standing within the choir. That one disaster may
well ensure his election to Head Chorister in future years.

The Greensand Trophy (the main Club competition of
the year, held during May) was this year won by Richard
Pocock and Geoff Woodcock, both Bucklanders and
pictured on the left. Well done.

Since we now hold separate events for boys and men, the juniors are at least spared
the unedifying spectacle of seeing their Rector unsuccessfully attempting to keep the
gentlemen out of the first public house they come to – and then prising them back out
when it is going-home time.

For those interested, there is now a bridge club in the
Reading Room on Tuesday afternoons, also at 2.15pm.
This is intended for those who want more practice or
who feel they are not yet quite up to the standard of the
Thursday Club. For further information  842082.

It also means that the sing-song on the coach on the return journey delays the juniors
learning some unsavoury songs for a little longer – until they are elevated to the
men’s choir stalls and realise what they’ve been missing on choir outings for all
those years.
And so once again, we return home, happy and tired, the boys longing for yet more
food and their Rector for a large gin.
Your loving uncle, Eustace

Please do not park in front of the village shop or block
access to Dungates Lane or to houses in the area.

Richard Wheen

There is the story of a minister who got up one Sunday and announced to his
congregation: ‘I have good news and bad news. The good news is, we have enough
money to pay for our new building programme. The bad news is, it’s still out there in
your pockets.’
See also Rev David Eaton’s letter on pp 3 and 4
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