BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
Monday

1 - 4pm
Art Group
4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows
5.30 - 7pm
Brownies
1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing
Tuesday
10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots
2 - 5.15pm
Tues. Bridge Club
Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class
7 - 9pm
Mindfulness
Thursday
2 - 5.45pm
Thur. Bridge Club
7 - 8.30pm
Yoga
2nd Saturday 1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild

David Burrells
01372 802602
Jane Stewart
842302
Jane Stewart
842302
Meike Laurenson
248909
Hazel Davies
07831 919788
Richard Wheen
842082
Richard Wheen
842082
Mark Whale
07939 560125
Richard Wheen
842082
Tilly Mitchell
843297
Karen Hoad
844267

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Decorative & Fine Arts Society
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
- Bookings
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Surrey Police - non-urgent
Women’s Institute

David Sayce
Mandy Creasey
Iain Laurenson
Ian Caldwell
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Jane Siegle

242776
843610
248909
01306 882178
844138
842654
844496
843259/842175
Vanessa Sadler
844059
Ianthe Cox
843105
Sheena Boyce
448023
Janine Lindsey-Jones
845999
Margaret Miller
842098
Catriona Martin
07710 498591
Jane Stewart
842302
Jane Douglass
843211
Dr Jim Docking
843260
Ken Caldwell
843893
John Maud
843530
Liz Vahey
221444
Doreen Dart
842670
Julian Steed
842220
Sheila Dyer
842046
101
Rhona Hill
843044

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net; Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND
Rector

The Revd. Canon Carol Coslett (842102).
E-mail: ccoslett@btinternet.com

Priests
in
Retirement

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane,
Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com
Father Jonathan Ewer (SSM), Old House North, The Street
Betchworth RH3 7DJ (07915 377554). Email: j_ewer@yahoo.com

Reader

His Honour Peter Slot, The Red House, Old Reigate Road,
Betchworth RH3 7DR (842010). Email: tarq1840@aol.com

Churchwardens

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)
(+ Bell Captain). Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG
(221444) (+ electoral register). Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com

Parish
Admin.

Mrs Melanie Marsh. Parish Office in Reading Room (845935).
Email: Officerectory@btinternet.com

Hon.
Treasurer

Trevor Cooke, Clifton Cottage, Cliftons Lane, Reigate RH2 9RA
(245161). Email: tccooke@btinternet.com

Hon.
Secretary

Mrs Rosey Davy. Email: roseydavy@gmail.com

Organist

Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT
(241355). Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com

Safeguarding Ms Hannah Wilson, 56 Churchfield Road, Reigate RH2 9RH
(248984). Email: hwilson4@hotmail.co.uk
Officer
Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH
Magazine
- Editor (842082). Email: rwheen@hotmail.com
- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).
Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com
- Advertising Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(845298). Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com
Church
Rotas

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613). Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).
Other: Philip Haynes (842613)

Churchyard
Rose Beds

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).
Email: everett@leeds-family.co.uk

Friends of St Roger Daniell, Chairman. Richard Wheen, secretary; details as above
Mary’s
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November 2016 Issue No. 1088
Articles for the December 2016 issue must be with the Editor, Richard
Wheen, by Sunday 13th November please. No acknowledgement of
items for the magazine will be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).

13 Nov

Editorial The editor reserves the right to shorten or omit articles
submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the following
month. Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not
necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains
personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the
magazine. In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website,
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net. Please let the editor know if any of the
information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs
to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the
magazine. Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on
the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor.

HISTORICAL NOTES
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. It straddles the
A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway. The parish registers date back to 1560,
and the first recorded vicar to 1308. The present church is thought to have been built
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860. The church has six bells, still
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire. Some of the windows date from the
14th and 15th centuries. The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from
an enemy bomb in 1941. The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate
pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.
The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the
West end of the church.
Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES
Last month’s harder Sudoku

This month’s medium SUDOKU
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BRIDGE
North leads a ♥, on which South discards his ♦Q. East and
West do best to discard clubs. North now leads a ♠ to South’s
♠A, and South leads his ♣6. West is in difficulty: if he throws
a ♦ South will play his ♦A and North’s ♦5 will then be good,
so he probably pitches his low ♠, as does North. South now
leads his ♠10 for a ruff and his ♦A provides the entry to cash
♠Q for the sixth trick

CROSSWORD
X
W
C

R

O

S

S

ACROSS: 1, Charioteers. 9, Immoral. 10, Cairo. 11, SAE.
13, Inns. 16, Firm. 17, Accuse. 18, East. 20, Ogam. 21, Judith.
22, Seba. 23, Msgr. 25, Den. 28, Inane. 29, Entreat.
30, Chrysoprase.

R

DOWN: 2, Human. 3, Rare. 4, Oils. 5, Ecce. 6, Raising.
7, Citizenship. 8, Commemorate. 12, Assail. 14, Sat. 15, Scouse.
19, Sabbath. 20, Ohm. 24, Seeds. 25, Deny. 26, Nero. 27, Star.
D
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“I waited for you to turn to me”
November is the month of Remembrance. We start with All Saints on 1 st November,
All Souls on the 2nd, Guy Fawkes on the 5th and then we remember our soldiers on
the War Memorials on 11th November with Remembrance Sunday on 13th
November.
Towards the end of the month in the church calendar we celebrate ‘Christ the King’,
when we are reminded that Jesus came into this world as God’s Son and was
anointed and crowned with thorns to offer his life as a sacrifice for us on the cross, so
that a kingdom could be born of Truth, Life, Justice, Love and Peace. Our world
today so desperately needs a kingdom, where our world leaders talk truth, and where
people of all faith and cultures can live in peace. What would be our part in all this I
wonder? As Christians it is through our prayers and our living relationship with God
that we can make the difference. How we live our lives: giving time to God and
showing love for our neighbour.
We will also be remembering at the end of the month the first anniversary of the
death of Revd. Pattie Vigers who gave selflessly to these communities and her life to
God. She is now at rest in that heavenly kingdom of Christ the king, where truth,
justice and love abounds. For those of us still living our lives and remembering in
the earthly kingdom, our comfort is in allowing God to surround us with love and
open our hearts to receive love in our lives. God is always with us, through our
remembering, our times of sorrow and our times of joy if we only make the time.
For your comfort I share with you a Reflection:
A Letter from God
When you awoke, I was there, waiting upon you. I wanted to share in your love.
At breakfast you listened to the radio and rushed your breakfast. You had no time to
speak to me. I waited but you did not turn to me. Though you travelled by rail you
spent your time on your laptop and reading the news. You did not once give me a
thought.
3

And I waited for you to turn to me.
During your work there were lots of small gaps. There was more time at lunch.
But you did other things and had no time for me.
Yet I waited for you to turn to me.
At the end of the day you watched the television and played a game.
For a while you dozed before you had your last drink of the day.
And I waited for you to turn to me.
Now, I thought you will have time - just before you go to sleep. Instead, you read
until you were tired. You worried about tomorrow and at last fell
asleep. I will surround you with my love this night. I will wait for
you tomorrow and if you do not remember I will be there the day
after. I will wait until you turn to me. All my love, God.
Carol

Date

St Mary’s,
Buckland

St Michael’s,
Betchworth

6th Nov

9.30

13th Nov
Remembrance
Sunday

10.50 Memorial Service (meet at 8
Memorial)
11

20th Nov
Christ the
King

8

HC (BCP)

10.30 Joint All Age Toy Service
(gifts and vouchers
received for Welcare)
5pm Choral Evensong

27th Nov

9.30

Parish Communion

8
11

Advent Sunday

Parish Communion.

11

Parish
Communion
HC (BCP)
Memorial Service (meet in
church)

HC (BCP)
Parish Communion

6pm Upper Mole Group Joint Advent Service
at St Bartholomew’s, Leigh
4

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

POEM OF THE MONTH

Give me, good Lord, a
humble, lowly, quiet,
peaceable, patient, charitable,
kind, tender and pitiful mind;
with all my works and all my
words and all my thoughts to
have a taste of the holy blessed spirit.

Most bankers dwell in marble halls,
Which they get to dwell in because
they encourage deposits and discourage
withdralls,
And particularly because they all
observe one rule which woe betides the
banker who fails to heed it,
Which is you must never lend any
Sir Thomas More money to anybody unless they don’t need
it. …
But please do not think that I am not
GRACE OF THE MONTH
fond of banks,
Because I think they deserve our
We bless thee, Lord, for this our food;
appreciation and thanks,
For life and health and every good;
Because they perform a valuable public
May we more blest than we deserve
service in eliminating the jackasses who
Live less for self and more to serve.
go around saying that health and
happiness are everything and money isn’t
D. Cooke essential,
Because as soon as they have to borrow
THOUGHT OF THE MONTH some unimportant money to maintain
their health and happiness they starve to
death
so they can’t go around any more
Experience is the one thing you
sneering
at good old money, which is
can’t get for nothing.
nothing short of providential.
Oscar Wilde
Ogden Nash

Message on a leaflet:
If you cannot read, this
leaflet will tell you how to
get lessons.

Notice in a field:
The farmer allows walkers
to cross this field for free.
But the bull charges.
33

On a repair shop door:
We can repair anything.
(Please knock hard for
entry – bell broken).

Date
6th
Nov
13th
Nov
20th
Nov
27th
Nov

Flowers
Sue

Haynes
Liz Caldwell

ADVENT

Reader/Lesson

Sidesman/Procession

9.30
Philip Haynes
2 Thess 2:1-5, 13-17

Philip Haynes
Sue Haynes, Rosey Davy &
Jane England

November diary

Jean Cooke
1 Thess 3:6-13

10.50 Trevor Cooke
Pat Evans, Jean Cooke &
Liz Vahey

Wed 2nd

Colossians
1: 11-20

8

Sat

Philip Haynes
Isaiah 11:1-5

9.30

David/Sally Sayce
Philip Haynes
David Sayce, Sue Haynes &
Caroline Gale

Further extracts from CVs
Personal details? - I am married, 1992 Chevrolet.
I have an excellent track record, although I am not a horse.
I am a rabid typist.
I created a new market for pigs by processing, advertising and selling a gourmet pig
mail order service on the side.
My intensity and focus are at inordinately high levels, and my ability to complete
projects on time is unspeakable.
I was instrumental in ruining an entire operation for a Midland chain store.
I had exposure to German for two years, but many words are not appropriate for
business.

Page
All Souls’ Day

18

W.I. Meeting

23

R.I.P. Mr G. Fawkes

20

12 noon

Winter Lunch

13

pm

W.I craft afternoon

23

6.30pm

Dorking Museum talks

25

2-3.30pm

Dorking Museum Family Activity

25

Wed 23rd

2-4pm

St Michaels Drop-in

13

Fri

7.30pm for 8

B & B Society dinner

22

Christmas gift fair

23

Thur 3rd
5th

Thur 10th

Sat

7.45 pm

19th
25th

Sat 26th – Sun 27th 10am-4pm

Please note that carols round the village are on 19th December,
not 9th December as per last month’s magazine

NEW ARCHDEACON OF REIGATE
In the company of Bishop Jonathan and the Asst. Area Dean Revd.
Canon Carol Coslett, the Revd. Canon Moira Aston was welcomed
at St Mary’s Reigate to an Evening Service on Sunday 9th
October. Over 100 Clergy and laity heard an address by the
Archdeacon followed by a welcome by community representatives.
Revd. Andrew Cunnington, Reigate Area Dean, took the reading
and the Revd. Canon Moira gave the sermon, with prayers led by
Sue Mallinson, Lay Rep of Tandridge Deanery. A mountain of cakes and tea
ensured that the Archdeacon was left in no doubt as to the standards of Church
catering in this Archdeaconary.
Tom Briscombe
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SUDOKUS

INSTALLATION OF THE REVD. CANON CAROL COSLETT
After the morning service on Sunday 18th September, a coach-load of happy friends
and family accompanied our Rector Carol to
Southwark for her installation as an Honorary
Canon of the Cathedral. This took place as part of
the ancient and beautiful service of Choral
Evensong. In a special ceremony, each of five new
ordained and three lay Honorary Canons was
presented to the Bishop in turn, received their
institution and a blessing, and then was literally
‘installed’, that is, led to the stall in the Cathedral
Quire that is to be theirs. Carol told us afterwards
that her stall bears the name of Charles Dickens. The liturgy, the ceremony, the
beautiful music and stirring hymns, and the encouraging words of +Jonathan, Bishop
of Croydon in his address, all made this a joyful and inspiring occasion, for the new
Canons and for the church full of
people there to support
them. After the service, there
was the opportunity to take
photos - Carol’s clerical garb has
only the minor change of a new
emblem for her preaching scarf
and a cassock with red buttons,
but we had the chance to admire
and maybe covet the gorgeous
scarlet mantles of the Honorary
Lay Canons – followed by tea and
cake. Congratulations and blessings to Carol in her new office!
Tom Briscombe

First a medium one. Solution on page 34
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And now a trickier one. Solution next month

4
2
1

8

8

2
4

6

5

8

7

6

1
8

2

EAST
♠J98
♥SOUTH ♦ 4 2
♠ A Q 10 ♣ 5
♥♦AQ
Solution
♣6
on p. 34

When applying for a job, get
your CV right… (These
comments were found in real
CVs... wonder how many
applicants went on to get the
job!)

Don’t take the comments of my
former employer too seriously,
they were unappreciative
beggars and slave drivers.

9

1 6

8

WEST
♠K76
♥♦KJ
♣4

NORTH
♠54
♥AK
♦53
♣-

Strengths: My ability is to meet
deadlines while maintaining
my composer.

4

4

2

North to lead in a ♥ contract.
How can N/S make
all 6 tricks against
any defence?

8

2

Well, it was Messy, but it was also a lot of fun, not just for the children present, but
for the adults, the musicians, the puppeteer and our Revd. Canon Carol who was ably
assisted, among others, by Liz, Carol, Marion, Laura, Katherine and our story teller
Katie.
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7

3
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DID YOU MISS ‘HARVEST MESSY CHURCH’?

The theme was Harvest and we were supported by a lady Muppet with Rainbow hair
and a boy Muppet with Pink hair. We sang ‘Our God is a great big God’, also
accompanied by music from the Puppeteer Stuart, with Martin on guitar and Tom on
flute.

BRIDGE

3
9

I am loyal to my employer at
all costs...Please feel free to
respond to my CV on my office
voicemail.
Qualifications: no education.
My experience is probably not
good to mention.
Continued on next page
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CROSSWORD Solution on page 34
Across
1 In David’s battle with the
Arameans, 700 of these were
killed (2 Samuel 10:18) (11)
9 ‘No — , impure or greedy
person has any inheritance in
the kingdom of God’
(Ephesians 5:5) (7)
10 City on the banks of the
River Nile (5)
11 Stamped addressed
envelope (1,1,1)
13 Taverns (4)
16 ‘Be on your guard; stand
— in the faith’ (1 Corinthians
16:13) (4)
17 ‘He will not always — ,
nor will he harbour his anger
for ever’ (Psalm 103:9) (6)
18 and 27 Down Where the
magi came from and what
guided them (Matthew 2:1–2)
(4,4)
20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of
20 characters (4)
21 She married Esau when he
was 40 years old (Genesis
26:34) (6)
22 A great-grandson of Noah
(Genesis 10:7) (4)
23 Title accorded to certain
Roman Catholic clerics
(abbrev.) (4)
25 ‘My house will be a house
of prayer; but you have made
it a — of robbers’ (Luke
19:46) (3)
28 Annie (anag.) (5)
29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2)
(7)
30 Tenth foundation of the

With almost 30 children plus babies and parents, creative fun began with designing
sparkling leaves, rainbows, colourful lanterns, and shimmering fish. Strange insects
and a sheep appeared with potato bodies and radish heads; bakers were forming
dough and throughout we explored faith and harvest links with songs, a story and a
short prayer on the projected screen. Outside, traditional apple dunking was
enthusiastically supported by Rector Carol and the young ‘bobbers’ – a tradition that
reflects the ancient link between apples, new growth and a life without end.
Our final Messy Church Samba song, following biscuits and mini doughnuts,
reminded us: ‘It’s another Harvest festival’, when we bring our fruit and vegetables,
‘cause we want to share the best of all the good things that we’ve been given.
‘It’s another opportunity to be grateful for the food we eat, with a Samba celebration
to say thank you to God the Father’ – Samba Harvest. We look forward to seeing
you all next year.
Tom Briscombe

WHY GARDENER ALAN DIGS
THE REAL ADVENT CALENDAR

new Jerusalem (Revelation
21:20) (11)

14 ‘Jesus found a young
donkey and — upon it’ (John
12:14) (3)
15 Liverpool dialect (6)
Down
2 ‘We have a building from
19 ‘Remember the — day by
God…. not built by —
keeping it holy’ (Exodus
hands’ (2 Corinthians 5:1) (5) 20:8) (7)
3 Uncommon excellence
20 German physicist and unit
(Proverbs 20:15) (4)
of electrical resistance (3)
4 ‘Fine — have been poured 24 Nazirites were not
upon me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4)
allowed to eat this part of a
5 — Homo (‘Behold the
grape (Numbers 6:4) (5)
Man’) (4)
25 ‘If anyone would come
6 ‘He has given proof of this after me, he must — himself
to all men by — him from the and take up his cross and
dead’ (Acts 17:31) (7)
follow me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)
7 ‘Our — is in heaven’
26 Evil Roman emperor from
(Philippians 3:20) (11)
AD54 to 68, responsible for
8 ‘A day you are to —’
condemning hundreds of
(Exodus 12:14) (11)
Christians to cruel deaths (4)
12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)
27 See 18 Across

30

Alan Titchmarsh has welcomed the launch of the 2016 Real Advent Calendar,
describing it as ‘a great idea’. Each Real Advent Calendar comes with a free 28 page
copy of the Christmas story in the box, 24 Fairtrade
chocolates. Sales of the calendar support charitable
causes. David Marshall, from The Meaningful
Chocolate Company which makes the calendars, said;
“Three years ago we saw survey research which showed
that knowledge of the Christmas story was fading.
Among 5-7 year olds, 36% didn’t know whose birthday
was celebrated. Among adults, less than 12% knew the
full nativity story. We launched The Real Advent Calendar hoping to help adults and
children engage with the Christmas story for the full 24 days of Advent.”
This year the story is illustrated by award winning artist Alida Massari and includes
activities and challenges. Thanks to the charitable donations, the calendar has helped
equip a baby clinic in Kenya and supported charities such as Traidcraft Exchange and
The Children’s Society.
How to buy. The Real Advent Calendar costs £3.99. Churches, schools and groups
can buy direct from The Meaningful Chocolate Company by visiting the special
website at www.realadvent.co.uk and taking advantage of a free delivery offer.
Retailers stocking include Tesco, Embrace, Traidcraft, Eden.co.uk, TLMTrading,
CLC Bookshops and a number of cathedrals. Details at www.realadvent.co.uk
7

HARVEST FESTIVAL, ST. MARY’S 2016
With a rousing rendition of ‘We plough the fields and scatter’, this year’s Harvest
Festival at St. Mary’s burst forth amid the usual fine displays of flowers, fruit,
vegetables and bread, organised by the church’s flower arranging team. The service
was led by the Revd. Canon Carol Coslett. At the altar the congregation made their
offerings of provisions, which were donated to Welcare, a charity in Redhill for
children and families in times of need and crisis. Revd. Canon David Eaton gave a
sermon pointing out that harvest is a time of thanksgiving for where we have come
from and so helps us shape our identity in the present, both personally and nationally.
Thereafter we did things a little differently from previous years, in that we had a
Harvest Lunch (rather than a Harvest Supper) in the Reading Room, a delicious meal
prepared by a wonderful team of ladies from the village, excellently orchestrated by
Carol Leeds. Chicken casseroles (plus seconds) was followed by a variety of
puddings designed to suit every taste (plus seconds). With a total of 38 guests, the
lunch was a very happy and sociable occasion.
Over coffee the diners were treated to a delightful piano recital by Richard Wheen’s
son, Christopher, a keen and talented musician. Christopher played pieces by Bach
(a partita), Beethoven (from his 8th Piano sonata) and Rachmaninov (a spectacular
prelude) and gave his audience a chance to sing along to a couple of timeless
standards, Autumn Leaves and A Few of My Favourite Things. A good time was
had by all!
At our Harvest Supper we always finished with ‘The day thou gavest, Lord’ which,
not being appropriate for the middle of the day, was replaced by ‘For the beauty of
the earth’, a lovely hymn to end Harvest.
Over £300 was raised for the three nominated Harvest Festival charities: Lungi Sierra
Leone (see page 24), Farm Community Network and Against Malaria Foundation.
A huge vote of thanks to everyone who made the St. Mary’s 2016 Harvest Festival
such a great success.
What next for 2017 - is it back to Harvest Supper?
Jean Cooke & Carol Leeds
Thanks once again to the clergy, the florists and Carol Leeds for masterminding the
service, the flowers and the lunch respectively.
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MUSIC IN DORKING
1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club,  07415
815784
2nd at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717
6th at 7.30, Nutcracker ballet at Dorking Halls, £24-26,  01306 881717
12th at 7.30, piano recital at Dorking Halls, £18,  01306 740619
12th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s, £12,  01306 881821
13th at 7.00, Remembrance Classics at Dorking Halls, £18.50, 01306 881717
15th at 6.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717
20th at 6.30, Dorking Choral Society at St Martin’s, £15,  07487 477052
26th at 7.30, Dies Irae at Dorking Halls, £12-16,  01306 881717
28th at 7.30, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717
30th at 7.30, André Rieu screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717
As we mark Remembrance Day and look back a hundred years to some of the most
terrible events of the first world war, several concerts include music for
remembrance. One of these is the world première of Ian Assersohn’s Dies Irae, a
remembrance cantata. Ian is well known locally as a conductor and
teacher, as well as a composer. He directs the Leatherhead choral
society and the Epsom male voice choir, and both these groups will
be taking part in the concert. Other composers featured will include
Fauré, Stanford and Elgar. There will also be a pre-concert talk at
6.30.
Brockham Choral Society will mark the centenary of the battle of the Somme with a
concert entitled For the Fallen. Under their new music director Patrick Barrett, and
with soloists, organ and piano, they will sing Saint-Saëns’ Requiem along with music
by Ian Assersohn, Britten, Elgar, Guest and Ireland. Remembrance Classics, a
concert given in support of the Royal British Legion, will include Karl Jenkins’ The
Armed Man and Elgar’s Enigma Variations.
The Dorking Choral Society presents its autumn concert under its new conductor, the
charismatic Richard Wilberforce, with a Viennese theme. There will be music by
Mozart, including his lovely Ave verum corpus, a Schubert mass, and several
impressive motets by Bruckner.
The Dorking Concertgoers present a recital by the prize-winning
pianist Mishka Rushdie Momen. Her wide-ranging programme
covers Mozart to Messiaen, and will include Schubert’s brilliant
Wanderer Fantasy, Schumann’s delightful set of Forest Scenes,
and Beethoven’s sonata in A op.101.
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LEITH HILL PLACE
Our season at Leith Hill Place is nearly over for another year. The arrival of Ralph
Vaughan Williams’ composing piano, on which he created some of
his most famous works, gave the house some good media coverage
which boosted visitor numbers, so it has been a busy and enjoyable
time for staff and volunteers at Leith Hill Place. Sadly for us, the
house is mostly shut for the winter from Monday 31st October, not
opening again until 23rd March 2017. We will be making good use
of the time, however, getting the house ready for the coming season
and for a stunning new exhibition. Watch this space.
If you have not yet visited, however, there is still time: we have a couple of events to
come after our regular open season ends.
On Friday 25th and Saturday 26th November we are holding sessions of festive
wreath making, from 10.30am until 1pm. You will be shown all the stages of making
a natural wreath, from creating the frame from birch and hazel wands to decorating it
with the holly, ivy, fir and pine provided, all taken from Leith Hill. Feel free to bring
foliage from your own garden and any non-natural trimmings of your choice. The
session includes tea/coffee and mince pies, soup and a roll for lunch and your
beautiful wreath to take home. £30 per person. To book, please call  0344 249
1895.
It just wouldn’t be Christmas without music at Leith Hill Place and we invite you to
come and experience the festive atmosphere on Friday 2nd, Saturday 3rd and
Sunday 4th December between 11.00am and 3.30pm. The house will be decorated
in its Christmas finery and local choirs will be singing at different times throughout
the day, so come and listen to your seasonal favourites, as well as joining in with
carols by the fire. Mulled wine and mince pies will be available for a donation in the
kitchen. No booking necessary. NT members free; normal admission charges apply
for non-members.
I will be writing more about the exciting new developments for 2017 in the February
parish magazine. In the meantime, we are recruiting volunteers to join us when we
open our doors again, so if you are interested in becoming part of a friendly team,
email us on leithhillplace@nationaltrust.org.uk. We will be holding some open days
in February but please do get in touch now as a first step.
During the minister’s prayer one Sunday, there was a loud whistle from one of the
back pews. Tommy’s mother was horrified. She pinched him into silence and, after
church, asked, “Tommy, whatever made you do such a thing?” Tommy answered
soberly, “I asked God to teach me to whistle, and He did!”
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REIGATE DEANERY SYNOD, 13th October 2016
The Revd. Martin Colton, Vicar of St Marks, Redhill,
welcomed us to his church and joined us in prayer and
music delivered from a swing-arm projection screen that
hovered guillotine-like across the chancel. The sound
production was excellent as our eyes were drawn to ‘We
ask you to hear us good Lord’. Martin assumed we were
not in good voice as there was no singing with this
meditational address.
Our speaker for the evening was the bearded Dave Farris – The Children’s Society
Diocesan President for Southwark. More power-point films challenged our eyesight
and our perception of children ‘in-need’, as a litany of statistics brought a painful
insight to vulnerable children: 700,000 still not receiving school meals, 100,000
running away from home, and 3,000 in poverty in Reigate. The Children’s Society
aims to create better lives, free from disadvantages and with a particular focus on
supporting teenagers. Dave asked for churches to welcome the Society to talk to
their congregations and asked if MAP development supported vulnerable children.
Tom Briscombe stepped up to brief on d-Map (Deanery Map) progress that had
reached the conclusion of a Review Phase. (Children would indeed feature, but as
an indirect feature of improved communication within the Deanery.) This MAP
followed the same questions posed to Parishes such as: ‘Where are we?’ ‘What do
we bring?’ And ‘What is God doing?’ This included more direct exchanges with the
congregation on DS matters, financial support to further a Deanery communications
role and a widely communicated means of spreading word of Study Days, Prayer/
Spirituality workshops and Vocation fairs beyond our immediate church bodies.

CAROLS - ERRATUM
Carol singing round the village will take place on Monday
19th December, NOT 9th December as per the October
Magazine. Apologies from your editor for this error. Anyone
who would like to sing with us (including children) would be
most welcome. Also, could anyone living beside or near the
green allow us to meet in their house (about 6pm) and perhaps
send us on our way with a mince pie and mulled wine?

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Samaritan’s Purse UK is a Christian relief and development organisation. One of its
major projects is Operation Christmas Child, which encourages individuals, schools
and churches to fill shoe boxes with gifts suitable for girls and boys in three age
brackets, 2-4, 5-9 and 10-14. In recent years a local team has checked and sent over
30,000 boxes to places like Belarus, Montenegro, Ukraine and Zambia. In 2016
checking will take place at Holy Trinity Church, Carlton Road, Redhill, from 14 th to
25th November.
If you would like to fill a shoe box, you can pick up a leaflet and a GO box (as an
alternative to finding and gift-wrapping your own
shoe box) at Betchworth post office. The leaflet
explains what items are suitable as gifts. Further
information is available on the internet – search for
Operation Christmas Child – or contact Iris Pattison
on  842672. If you gift-wrap your own shoe box,
please ensure it can still be opened for checking,
using a rubber band to secure the lid. Drop off points
for boxes are Reigate Community Centre behind the
Methodist Church in Reigate High Street or Holy
Trinity Church in Redhill. If you are unable to
travel, contact Iris who can arrange to take your box
Boxes awaiting checking
to the drop-off point. If you would like to help with
last year
checking and despatch in November at Holy Trinity
Church, please contact Iris.

MISCELLANEOUS ONE-LINERS
What part of “THOU SHALT NOT”
don’t you understand?
A clear conscience makes a soft pillow.

Harsh words break no bones but they do
break hearts.

Don’t let the littleness in others bring out To get out of a difficulty, one usually
the littleness in you.
must go through it.
Exercise daily - walk with the Lord.

A very kind family will be providing light refreshments after the carols.

We don’t change God’s message - His
message changes us.

More details in the December magazine.

The best thing parents can do for their
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children is to love each other.

We take for granted the things that we
should be giving thanks for.
For every minute you are angry with
someone, you lose 60 seconds of
happiness that you can never get back.
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BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY LECTURE
On 14th October Society members and guests who packed into the Buckland Reading
Room were privileged and enchanted to hear an excellent presentation from the
journalist and broadcaster Nicholas Owen on “How to survive half a century in the
media”. The title was something as an understatement as he began his career with
the Surrey Mirror in 1964, in the print media. For almost an hour Nicholas revealed,
in a clear and authoritative way to an enraptured audience, the extent of his
enthusiasm for and dedication to reporting and broadcasting.
Speaking without notes and with no repetition or hesitation, just clarity of expression,
he covered his working life, including with the Financial Times and the Daily
Telegraph, his switch to television and his time as the ITN Royal Correspondent and
news anchor for ITN and the BBC, plus his work for radio. He provided insights and
anecdotes about journalism and presenting; and the people he had had the privilege
of working with and for. There was also some well-earned advice for budding
journalists and presenters about, among other things, not talking “informally” while
still on air!
He also spoke seriously about some of the difficulties of reporting on topics of great
social tension and shared some of his experiences when working in the North East,
covering industrial plant closures. He was emphatic about the need to take
opportunities in life when they were presented, especially in journalism – if the door
was open, go through it. Nicholas then answered questions from the audience, who
would have been happy to spend another hour listening to him. Many thanks were
given to Nicholas for an excellent evening and, while refreshments were served,
members were given the chance to talk to Nicholas, who was pleased to sign copies
of his autobiography. The evening raised £300 for one of Nicholas’s favourite
charities, The Tadworth Children’s Trust.
The Society’s next event is the Annual Dinner at Reigate Heath Golf Club on Friday
25th November.
Richard Worsley

SIGNS FOUND OUTSIDE CHURCHES
It is unlikely there’ll be a reduction in the Looking at the way some people live,
wages of sin.
they ought to obtain eternal fire insurance
soon.
If you don’t like the way you were born,
try being born again.
This is a ch_ ch. What is missing? (U R)
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FROM THE REGISTERS
BAPTISM

18th September
25th September

Rocco Graziano Malagoni, St Michael’s
Maisie Ella Jago, St Michael’s
Rosie Elizabeth Alexander, St Michael’s

MARRIAGE

17th September

Natalia Lubomirski and Nicholas Smith, St
Michael’s

We send our condolences to those who are bereaved at this time
BURIAL
28th September
(Betchworth
Burial Ground)

Sandra Virginia Edwards, who died on 31st
August 2016 aged 67, formerly of Woodside,
Croydon

BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY
A date for your diary
Christmas Drinks
Sunday 18th December
From 12 noon in Buckland Reading Room

May they rest in peace and rise in glory

DORKING MUSEUM IN NOVEMBER

RECENT BAPTISM PHOTOGRAPHS

Our current exhibition, “Dorking 1916”, focuses on the impact of the Great War on
life in Dorking and the villages – central themes cover the effects on the great estates
of the area and the changing roles of women in work and society. Items on display
include original scrapbooks from a nurse who served at the front, and uniforms of the
time.
Dorking Museum Gallery Talks: Dorking 1916, Thursday 10th November, 6.30pm.
Exhibition Manager Kathy Atherton talks about Dorking life in 1916, the themes of
change, and individual stories of local men who died in 1916. Tickets £5 on the door
– includes a free glass of Prosecco.

Maisie Ella Jago with
parents Amy and Oliver

Rocco Graziano Moni
with parents
Charlotte and Marco

Rosie Elizabeth Alexander
with parents James and
Georgina and godparents

A complex system that doesn’t work is often found to have evolved from a simpler
system that worked just fine.
Something you should never say: “I needn’t write it down, I’ll remember it.”
Many people prefer to believe what they prefer to be true.

The Deepdene Trail: Museum visitors can now take a ‘virtual reality tour’ of the
Deepdene estate of 1825, from the lodges to the mansion and around the estate,
controlling the screen with a games controller. We also run guided walks on the
Deepdene Trail, including entry to the grade II* listed family mausoleum. Details
and bookings on the Museum website – groups by appointment or special dates for
individual bookings: next Deepdene Trail walk, 10am, Saturday 4th December.
Family Activity, Saturday 19th November: “William Mullins and Thanksgiving”.
Drop in between 2pm and 3.30pm. Ideal for families with children up to age ten.
The Museum is at 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS. Visit
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.

Have you ever wondered why doctors describe what they do as practice?
12
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NEWS FROM LUNGI SIERRA LEONE CHARITY
Mel Evans gave us more information about the proposed Diagnostic Laboratory for
the Lungi Area:
The project entails the purchase of a scanner to be used mainly for pregnancy, an
Xray machine, a centrifuge for blood analysis, blood pressure bands etc.
All hospitals whether private or government have a serious lack of equipment with
which to function.
The plan is to target the vulnerable group of under 5s for whom we would like all
diagnostic treatment to be free. Others would be charged at a basic affordable fee.
At the present time children are dying as parents take their children to hospital too
late for treatment, usually because of the cost.
The equipment would be purchased and sent to Lungi for immediate use at the
Mahera Hospital, Lungi. The equipment would belong to the charity and only for the
use of Dr Sesay at the Mahera Hospital, and Dr Yamba who works at the
Government hospital.
To assist this project St Mary’s and St Michael’s are proposing to make a a donation
from the Harvest and Charity money set aside.
Further, when the container leaves for Sierra Leone in December with the equipment
Melanie would like to fill the remaining container space with donated items. There is
a need for children’s story and information books, clothing, football boots, classroom
equipment etc. If you have any items in these categories and are happy to give them
please put them in the boxes in the churches.
THANK YOU

WINTER LUNCH
A reminder that winter lunch will be on Thursday, 10th November. We
have been asking our ladies and gentlemen to arrive at about 12 noon
and lunch is served at 12.15pm. This gives us a little more time to
natter and have a cup of coffee in not too much of a hurry. If you have
not been to our lunches before please come and join us: everyone is welcome. For
your diaries Christmas lunch will be on Thursday, 15th December, at the same time,
12 noon. See you soon .
C.L .and L.V.



ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN
We have been holding our Drop-In teas for nearly 5 years now,
and welcome local villagers, walkers and visitors to Betchworth
from further afield, in fact anyone who wishes to Drop-in.
We meet on the fourth Wednesday each month, from January to
November. Tea and cakes are served in the Hamilton Room,
Church Street, Betchworth from 2pm to 4pm by a small group of cake makers and
tea pourers from Betchworth, Buckland and Brockham.
New friendships have been made, and there is time to chat to
neighbours and visitors during what has become a social afternoon.
Any donations (we don’t charge for refreshments) have raised funds
for local and national charities, including Mencap and Sebastian’s
Trust for children and the Alzheimer’s Society, as well as Friends of
Broome Park for their new transport.
Thanks go to June, Carol, Liz, Anne, Brenda, and Linda, the main cake and biscuit
makers, and John, Everett and Gordon who provide transport.

Keep smiling - it makes people wonder what you’ve been up to.
To get things done in a church, a committee should consist of no more than three
people, two of whom rarely show up.
There is nothing like returning to a place that remains unchanged, to discover how
you yourself have altered. (Nelson Mandela)
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If you are in Betchworth on a fourth Wednesday, do drop in. Our next dates are our
fifth Anniversary Christmas party on 23rd November. Dates in 2017 are: 25th
January, 22nd February, 22nd March, 26th April etc.
For more information contact Margaret Miller on  842098 or email
jma.miller@btinternet.com All are welcome.
13

PARISH UPDATE
Proposal to remove BT payphone British Telecom has launched a consultation
about a programme of proposed public payphone removals in Mole Valley. The
reason for removal is based on the lack of use of the payphones in question. The
payphone sited opposite the junction of Old Road and the A25 is included in the list,
having only recorded one call during the reference 12-month period.
Whilst BT does have an obligation to retain public payphones where there is a social
need, the definition of social need is a payphone located in a suicide hotspot, an
accident blackspot, in an area without any mobile coverage or within 400 metres of
the coast. BT further commits not to remove a payphone where there is a reasonable
need – defined as a payphone that satisfies all three of the following criteria: a
payphone that is the only payphone within 800 metres and has had at least 12 calls of
any type within a 12-month period and has a local population of at
least 500 households within one kilometre of the payphone.
If, having read the above, you object to the removal of the payphone
in Buckland, you are asked to submit your reasons to Guy Davies,
MVDC Planning Policy Manager no later than Friday 11th November
2016. [Guy.Davies@molevalley.gov.uk or  01306 879281]
Faster Broadband It is four years since the SCC Superfast Surrey Broadband
Programme, designed to deliver faster broadband to those Surrey homes and
businesses excluded from existing and planned commercial rollouts, was launched.
SCC has recently acknowledged that approximately 20,000 premises in Surrey are
currently unable to access fibre broadband download speeds of 15mbps or more and
15,300 of those premises are not included in any further commercial rollout plans.
Whilst SCC has stated that its team is trying to deliver faster broadband to as many
of the remaining premises as possible and has asked BT to set out options to help it
do so, further details are unlikely to be announced until the end of 2016.
In May 2016, Buckland households were invited to submit their broadband speeds
and it is clear a significant number of households are included within the 15,300.
Whilst SCC has set out alternatives (in the newsletter), for any households currently
to access download speeds of 15 mbps or more to consider, the costs and constraints
associated with any of these alternatives are significant. In the longer term the
government has announced a proposal (Universal Service Obligation, the USO) to
give households a legal right to require a supplier to deliver a connection to
broadband with a download speed of 10 mbps by 2020. At present there is no clarity
as to how this obligation will be funded and administered.

PEBBLECOMBE W.I. AT BETCHWORTH
What do animals do in winter? This was
the question about British wild life
answered by our speaker Stuart Card,
countryside warden for Horsham RDC
and enthusiastic specialist in birds
frequenting Warnham
Nature Reserve. A
triggering mechanism in
birds and animals warns
them to migrate. Birds
which are temporarily
caught and ringed can be
traced and often fly to
many different countries,
covering huge distances. Animals like
hedgehogs go into torpor and hibernation
with the reduction in temperature and
lack of light. Even earthworms migrate,
not on the scale of larger creatures but
about six feet which to them is a great
distance. Small owls and raptors will
congregate closely in old nest boxes to
keep warm and massive numbers of birds
use air conditioning vents on office
buildings or huddle closely in large trees
for warmth. Animals store food and
build up their body fat before hibernation,

shrinking their internal organs and
lowering their heartbeat to survive.
Many questions were asked about the
lack of small birds and their song in
recent years and the prevalence of
pigeons and magpies in
gardens Stuart pointed out
the usefulness of magpies in
clearing the natural debris
of dead animals and birds
and asked that any winter
quarters we might provide
for hedgehogs be located in
a warm dry area and not at
the cold damp end of the garden, where
wet conditions can kill. We could have
enjoyed a much longer discussion but
time limitations (and a sudden power cut)
brought an interesting evening to an
abrupt end.
The next meeting, comprising the AGM
and a quiz, will be at the Hamilton Room,
Betchworth, 7.45pm on Thursday 3rd
November, with a craft afternoon on 10th
November.
Pam Patch

CHRISTMAS GIFT FAIR
We are running a Christmas Gift fair in the Reading Rooms on 26th and 27th
November from 10am to 4pm.
Local artists present a delightful range of reasonably priced handmade gifts—silver
jewellery, paintings, cards, cushions, quilts, embroideries, childrens’ toys, soaps and
much more!! Come and do some shopping and enjoy tea, coffee, soup and cakes.
Entrance free and refreshments in aid of Buckland Church Funds.
Christine Holmes

Sheena Boyce, Clerk to the Parish Council bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk
14
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BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY

Annual dinner
th

Friday 25 November 2015
At Reigate Heath Golf Club: 7:30 for 8pm.
Members and guests are invited to join us for a convivial evening in the relaxed
surroundings of the club’s reception and dining rooms. This year as last we will be
seated on the ground floor. Please note change of previously advertised date.
Cost £30 pp. Booking: please contact Fiona Brindley  841005 or
Email: betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com

♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB ♦ ♣
Recent winners are as follows:
29th Sept: N/S:
E/W:
6th Oct: N/S:
E/W:
13th Oct: N/S:
E/W:
20th Oct: N/S:
E/W:

Vanessa Sadler & Jocelyn Morley
Mike Foss & Chris Greenacre
Richard Pocock & Geoff Woodcock
Maggie Richardson & Lesley Brown
Savas Oratis & Hetty Fisher
Diana & David Watson
John Mitchell & Pat Davey
Richards Pocock & Wheen

Congratulations to all concerned. We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room
each Thursday and start at 2.15, but please arrive and sit down no later than 2.05pm.
For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland.
Please do not park in front of the village shop or block access to Dungates Lane or to
houses in the area.
We had our annual, most enjoyable, away-day at Effingham Golf Club on 20th
October. Many thanks to those who organised it.
Richard Wheen
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NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL
The half term holiday has just finished
and we are now busy getting ready for
all the end of term activities.
P.E. and games are a
strength of our school with
children enjoying two hours
of P.E. a week as well as
being able to take part in
our various after school
activities. We also have
school teams for boys’ and
girls’ football, netball and rugby. Our
school teams play in tournaments
against other schools in the Dorking
area, usually with a high level of
success. The Government are keen to
promote P.E. in school and have
recently boosted our funding to enable
us to organise inter school matches and
to improve training for all teachers.

FONDS - Friends of North Downs
School (our PTA) who work tirelessly
raising funds to provide resources for
the school that cannot be
met by our delegated
budget. Their main
fundraising event this term
is our Christmas Fair on
Friday 2nd December from
3.00 – 5.30 p.m. at our
Brockham site.
I would also like to say a big thank you
to the members of FONDS for
organising the ‘Teas on the Green’ in
September when we raised the
fantastic sum of £800. Thank you to
everyone who supported us at that
event. Your support at fundraising
events is important to us and makes
such a difference to all our children.

Jane Douglass, Headteacher,
North Downs Primary School

This is always a busy term preparing
for Christmas and especially so for

DID NOAH FISH?
A Sunday school teacher asked, “Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing
when he was on the Ark?”
”No,” replied Johnny. “How could he, with just two worms?”
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Children’s page

ON WORKING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE
The Rectory, St. James the Least of All

St MARTIN DE PORRES

DOG, CAT & MOUSE

Martin was born in 1579 in Lima, Peru,
the son of a former slave. He grew up in
poverty and was taken in by a religious
order as a servant boy. The monks
looked down on Martin because he was
mixed-race but in time his behaviour
led to the Dominican Order stopping
their racial limits on admission and he
was made a full brother. He worked
tirelessly on behalf of the poor,
starting an orphanage and a children's
hospital.

St Martin de Porres is often shown
with mice because, according to one
story, the monastery had problems with
rodents and decided to put traps out.
Martin was so upset that he spoke to
the mice and agreed that if they would
leave the monastery, he would feed
them at the back door of the kitchen.
From that day forward, no mouse was
seen in the monastery.

Which of these animals do you think
are actually mentioned by name in the
During his lifetime he was seen in other Bible?
places. An African slave said Martin
1.
Cat
came to comfort him and many others.
2.
Horse
When the same man later saw him in
3.
Dog
Peru, he was very happy to meet him
4.
Mouse
again and asked Martin if he had had a 5.
Lamb
good voyage; but Martin had never left 6.
Frog
Lima.
7.
Monkey
Answer
8.
Lion
below
In pictures, Martin de Porres is shown
9.
Donkey
left
as a young man with a broom, since he
10.
Ox
thought all work sacred, no matter how
lowly. He is also shown with a dog, cat
How does a group of dolphins make a
and mouse, all eating in peace from the decision?
one dish.
Flipper coin.
How do sheep sign their letters?
‘Ewes sincerely.’

My dear Nephew Darren,
It is quite natural for you curates to enjoy working with young
people in your parishes; church youth clubs were created in
order to keep the newly ordained off the streets in the evenings.
But be assured you will grow out of it. I consent to baptise
babies and prepare teenagers for confirmation, but beyond that
my contact with this alien life form is kept to an absolute
minimum.
Dear Miss Thrush runs our weekly Pram Service - whose sole purpose seems to be to
give young mothers an opportunity to discuss the ever-changing liaisons within the
village, while their offspring shred hymn books and destroy the flower arrangements.
I drop in from time to time in order to check that the more mobile haven’t found
where we hide the matches. An infant equipped with that knowledge can so easily
become a teenage pyromaniac.
I can give you little advice on your youth group. When I was a curate, the major
activity seemed to be to teach them how to wear gas masks, although today I imagine
there is more concern about protecting them from other sorts of exotic chemicals.
Also, I suspect you are kept busy keeping the young out of the darker corners of the
churchyard as they develop their anatomical knowledge – a pastime still
enthusiastically pursued by each new generation.
You clearly find your monthly Youth Service a deeply enriching experience. As far
as I am concerned, if such a liturgy had been necessary, then Cranmer would have
provided us with one. Endlessly repeated choruses accompanied by a guitar would
make me warm to the Quakers. I am sure St. Paul’s services would have been much
enriched with Hymns Ancient and Modern. The disciples in hiding in Jerusalem
were not even able to sing accompanied by an organ, which must have greatly
dispirited them. I also feel that our Verger would be unable to cope with organising
the strobe lighting and dry ice effects. It takes him all his time to remember to light
the candles on the altar.
On this matter we must differ. You must worship God in your way, and I in his.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Answer: all are in the Bible except
numbers 1 and 7, the cat and the
monkey.

HOLDING A FIREWORKS PARTY ON BONFIRE NIGHT?
 Never go near a firework that has
been lit. Even if it hasn’t gone off, it
could still explode.
 Never put fireworks in your pocket or
throw them.
Only buy fireworks marked BS 7114.  Always supervise children around
Don’t drink alcohol if you are the one
fireworks.
setting off fireworks.
 Light sparklers one at a time and wear
Keep fireworks in a closed box.
gloves.
Follow the instructions on each
 Never give sparklers to a child under
firework.
five.
Light at arm’s length, using a taper.
 Keep pets indoors.
Stand well back.

If you are planning to set off fireworks at
home on Bonfire Night, you may wish to
review the Fireworks Code, to help keep
you and your family and guests safe….







JOIN A CHOIR
AND KEEP CANCER AT BAY
This sounds unlikely, but it seems that
singing in a choir can help many cancer
patients stay in remission.
The collaborative research carried out by
Tenovus Cancer Care and the Royal
College of Music has discovered that
choral singing can help to increase levels
of your immune proteins, reduce your
stress and improve your mood – all
factors which help prevent cancer from
returning.
Dr Ian Lewis, director of Tenovus,
explains: “We’ve long heard anecdotal
evidence that singing in a choir makes
people feel good, but this is the first time
it’s been demonstrated that the immune
system can be affected by singing. It’s
really exciting and could enhance the way
we support people with cancer in the
future.” The study was published in
ecancermedicalscience.

FRIENDSHIP LOWERS
THE PAIN
Never underestimate the power of
friendship – now it seems that friendships
can even help keep pain at bay. A recent
study has found that an active social life
can actually lead to you having a higher
tolerance for physical pain.
The study, which appeared in the journal
Scientific Reports, investigated the effect
of endorphins. As one medical expert
explained: “Endorphins are part of our
pain and pleasure circuitry. They’re our
bodies’ natural painkillers, and also give
us feelings of pleasure… One theory
suggests that social interactions trigger
positive emotions when endorphin binds
to opiod centres in the brain. This gives
us that ‘feelgood’ factor that we get from
seeing our friends.”
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NOVEMBER GARDEN NOTES

2nd November: All Souls’ Day – a time of reckoning with the past
The early Church was slow to dedicate a liturgical day to offering
prayers and masses to commemorate the faithful departed. But in time
prayers were offered on behalf of dead monks, that they might attain
‘the Beatific Vision’ through purification, which the Church later described as
Purgatory. Odilo, the powerful abbot of Cluny (d. 1049), decreed that All Souls’
Day should follow the feast of All Saints’ Day.
At least four ancient English dedications are known, the most famous of which are
All Souls College, Oxford and the church in Langham Place in London.
In bygone centuries All Souls’ Day was certainly uncomfortable for anyone who had
wronged a person who had then died. For it was believed that souls in purgatory
could appear on earth on this day, in the form of ghosts, witches or toads, to haunt
anyone who had wronged them in life.
On a more cheerful note, it was also believed that you could help the
dead on this day by almsgiving in cash or in kind. Some of these beliefs
seem to have been caught up in the popular customs of Hallowe’en.
When the Reformation came, the Protestants disregarded the idea of Purgatory, and
this feast day remained with the Roman Catholic Church.

Even as the weather becomes cooler and light levels drop, there are plenty of plants
which will provide interest and an array of colour during the winter months. In a
shrub bed, there are viburnum, sarcococca and skimmia. These are not only lush
evergreen, but will also provide masses of long-lasting colourful buds before bursting
into scented flowers early in the New Year. Many autumn-flowering hebe will
provide colour throughout a mild winter. For foliage interest, try evergreen ferns in
shady spots, or reddish leucothoe. Golden conifers and bright yellowy choisya
sundance will light up dark corners.
One of the best varieties of Camellia is appropriately named “Anticipation” in
recognition of the long period between bud formation in September and flowering in
early spring. Hamamelis mollis (witch hazel) is another shrub which will flower
early in the year – it’s wonderfully scented too. Both need an acidic (ericaceous) soil
for best results.
For pots and planters, cordiline and phormium will give movement and colour.
Underplant with hellebores, violas and bulbs for a succession of interest until late
spring. In wet winters violas tend to perform better than pansies, as their smaller
flowers are less prone to damping off. They also bounce back quicker after spells of
frosty weather.
As well as the above plants, hanging baskets can be filled with heather, solanum
(Christmas cherry) and polyanthus. Trailing ivy, creeping ajuga or berried
gaultheria are perfect around the edge.
My usual “tip of the month” at this time of year is to regularly sweep fallen leaves off
lawns, paths and borders. Mulching down in a compost heap can be speeded up with
a compost accelerator such as Garotta, as well as mixing with grass cuttings and
general kitchen compost waste. The worms will love it !
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO
There is not a great deal of interest in the Magazine for November 1956, but there are
as usual some useful hints and tips in the accompanying Diocesan leaflet. Eg “To
remove smears of tar use eucalyptus oil. It will also get tar from dog’s pads.” “To
revive linoleum try treating it with equal parts of olive oil and vinegar. [Also works
on salads - Ed]. Rub this well in with a soft rag, and polish until there is no trace of
smears.” [The latter part of these instructions do not apply to salads - Ed]. “After
cleaning your cooker, line the oven sides with cooking foil. Next time it needs
cleaning - just remove the foil and renew.”
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SCARE IT
A man had the courage - but not always the skills - to tackle any home-repair project.
For example, his garage was littered with the pieces of a lawn mower he had tried to
fix. One day his wife found him in the living room, attacking the vacuum cleaner
with a screwdriver. “I can’t get this thing to cooperate!” he exclaimed. His wife
replied, “Why don't you just drag it out to the garage and show it what happened to
the lawn mower?”
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