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BUCKLAND ART AND FLOWER FESTIVAL 
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

01372 802602 

 842302 

842302 

248909 

07831 919788 

842082 

842082 

07939 560125 

842082 

843297 

844267 

Monday 1 - 4pm Art Group David Burrells 

 4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows Jane Stewart 

 5.30 - 7pm Brownies Jane Stewart 

1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing Meike Laurenson 

Tuesday 10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots Hazel Davies 

 2 - 5.15pm Tues. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  

Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class Richard Wheen 

 7 - 9pm Mindfulness  Mark Whale 

Thursday 2 - 5.45pm Thur. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  

 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Tilly Mitchell 

2nd Saturday  1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild Karen Hoad      

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS 

David Sayce     

Mandy Creasey  

Iain Laurenson    

Ian Caldwell              

Pam Patch    

Derek Holgate     

Jane Siegle      

 

Vanessa Sadler       

Ianthe Cox     

Sheena Boyce  

Janine Lindsey-Jones     

Margaret Miller 

Catriona Martin  

Jane Stewart 

Jane Douglass   

Dr Jim Docking  

Ken Caldwell  

John Maud 

Liz Vahey  

Doreen Dart  

Julian Steed  

Sheila Dyer   

 

Rhona Hill  

Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 

Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 

Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 

Betchworth Decorative & Fine Arts Society 

Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 

British Legion 

Brockham Green Horticultural Society 

Brockham Surgery/Chemist 

Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary) 

Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 

Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 

Buckland Village Shop  

Children’s Society 

Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland  

Girl Guides contact 

North Downs Primary School 

One World Group 

Reading Room   - Chairman 

 - Treasurer 

 - Secretary 

 - Bookings 

Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 

St. Catherine’s Hospice 

Surrey Police - non-urgent 

Women’s Institute   

 242776 

843610 

  248909 

01306 882178 

   844138 

   842654 

        844496         

843259/842175 

   844059 

    843105 

448023   

 845999 

 842098 

07710 498591 

842302 

 843211 

843260 

843893 

843530 

221444 

842670 

842220 

842046 

101 

843044 

mailto:ccoslett@btinternet.com
mailto:rev_davideaton@hotmail.com
mailto:j_ewer@yahoo.com
mailto:tccooke@btinternet.com
mailto:everett@leeds-family.co.uk
http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
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Articles for the November 2016 issue must be with the Editor, Richard 

Wheen, by Sunday 16th October please.  No acknowledgement of items 

for the magazine will be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).  

 

Editorial  The editor reserves the right to shorten or omit articles 

submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the following 

month.  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not 

necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 

 

Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains 

personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the 

magazine.  In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such 

persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website, 

www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net.  Please let the editor know if any of the 

information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs 

to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the 

magazine.  Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on 

the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor. 

16 Oct 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   
 
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 

households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 

1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  It straddles the 

A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway.  The parish registers date back to 1560, 

and the first recorded vicar to 1308.  The present church is thought to have been built 

in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860.  The church has six bells, still 

regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire.  Some of the windows date from the 

14th and 15th centuries.  The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from 

an enemy bomb in 1941.  The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate 

pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.  

The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the 

West end of the church. 

  

Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher 

Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark). 

Issue No. 1087   
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When “thank you” isn’t enough 

When I go down to collect the eggs that our hens have kindly laid for us 

we usually have a chat. They see me coming and there is a good deal of 

clucking and noise from the hen run in anticipation as I approach. They 

know it is food and water time which floats their boat and makes their 

day. For my part I am duly grateful for the eggs received and say so: 

thank you girls, nice eggs here’s some corn and here’s some water. 

The first hens we kept were ex-battery hens. The commercial egg producer had had 

them for perhaps eighteen months but they were by then past their peek laying time. 

He would have put them down but a hen charity took them instead and sold them to 

people like me and my neighbour, who shares with us in keeping hens on our 

allotment. This way the hens went on living and we benefitted from the eggs they 

produced. 

When they arrived they had hardly any feathers and looked like you see them at the 

supermarket but only walking about. Over time the feathers came back and they 

became just like any respectable hen worth her name should look at her best. 

All that was a few years ago and we don’t do ex-battery hens any longer. The reason 

is that in 2005 in the EU there was something like 300 million laying hens. Three 

quarters of these were housed in battery cages. They didn’t allow hens to live 

naturally. It meant no perching, foraging, scratching or dust bathing as they like to 

do. 

But from 1st January 2012 the EU Laying Hens Directive prohibited conventional 

battery cages in favour of enriched cages. These are bigger and more humane and 

give the hens more room to themselves. These are not free range hens but things are 

better than they used to be.  

So this is one up for the EU – Brexit may mean Brexit but hopefully what Brexit 

doesn’t mean is ditching all the benefits the EU has brought, not least to hens near 

http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
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you!  Interestingly the free range hens’ eggs movement has also gained ground and 

many more eggs are produced this way than used to be – some of them on our 

allotment. 

The reason battery hens are attractive is cost. It is cheaper to produce eggs this way, 

whether conventional or enriched cages are used. In 2004 it cost 5.5 eurocents to 

produce one battery egg and 8.1 eurocents to produce one free range egg. 

In 2050 there will be about 9 billion people living on the planet. One billion will be 

hungry and one billion will be obese, meaning their weight has become a threat to 

their health. Don’t we need as much food as cheaply produced as we can get it? The 

trouble is cheap food is often not good for you and cheap food leads to exploiting 

animals like hens. In any case many people think eating meat has its downside. Meat 

production needs a lot of land and leads to deforestation and some also think too 

much red meat is bad for you. 

It’s no good blaming the farmer who has to make a living and responds to consumer 

demand. What is needed is for we the consumer to think more about where our food 

comes from and how it is produced, especially the implications for animals, and also 

what kind of food we should be eating and how much of it given world need. 

October is the month for Harvest Thanksgiving.  We say thank you to the hens, to 

other animals and to the farmer for producing the food we are dependent on to live. 

And we say thank you to God whose idea the whole thing was in the first place and 

has given us the earth to enjoy.  Harvest was always a good excuse for a party to 

celebrate the harvest safely gathered in for another year.  This is what harvest 

thanksgivings and harvest suppers are really about so let’s raise the roof in church 

and hall. 

Along with thanksgiving comes good stewardship.  Each generation inherits the 

earth. It is a God-given gift, not to do what we like with, but as stewards to maintain 

and pass on in good shape to those who come after us. This means we have to think 

about what we eat and how it is produced, certainly for ourselves but also for our 

world.  

God stirs things up. He loves us and is on our side. But he’s not a pat 

you on the head God, “there - there, everything’s going to be all 

right”.  It will be all right but only if we make it so.  We are his 

partners.  At Harvest we say – thank you to God and we commit 

ourselves again to being good stewards of his earth. 

David Eaton 
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SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES 

This month’s medium  SUDOKU Last month’s harder Sudoku 

CROSSWORD 
 

ACROSS: 1, Deacon. 4, Appear. 7, Wits. 8, Heavenly.  

9, Argument. 13, Mob. 16, Broken-hearted. 17, Ran. 19, Suddenly. 

24, Obstacle. 25, John. 26, Enable. 27, Market.  

DOWN: 1, Dawn. 2, Afternoon. 3, Nehum. 4, Again. 5, Prey.  

6, All to. 10, Users. 11, Ephod. 12, Trace. 13, Metalwork. 14, Body. 

15, Eber. 18, Alban. 20, Uncle. 21, Dream. 22, Stab. 23, Gnat. 

BRIDGE 
 
South must first cash ♦A, then lead a ♣ to North’s ♣A.  North now leads his 

remaining ♦ and East has a choice. (a) If he ruffs with ♠K, South 

discards his ♣ and wins the last three tricks with ♠A, ♠7 and ♠5. (b) If 

instead East discards his remaining ♣, South ruffs low and leads a ♣, 

which East must ruff.  (c) If East ruffs the ♦ low, South overruffs as 

cheaply as possible and leads a ♣ which East wins.  In cases (b) and 

(c) East has to lead a ♠ and thereby finesse himself, giving South the last two tricks. 

    X     

    W     

C R O S S 

    R     

    D     
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Date Flowers Reader/Lesson  Sidesman/Procession  

2nd 

October 

Carol 

Leeds 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 8 

 
Jean Cooke 

9th 

October 

 

Jean  

 

 

 
 

Cooke  

Liz Vahey 

Deuteronomy  

26.1-11 

10.30 Pat Evans 

Rosey Davy, Jane England 

& Simon Thomas 

16th 

October 

8  2 Timothy 3.14-4.5 

10.30 Richard Wheen 

Isaiah 35:1-7 

8 

10.30 
Caroline Gale 

Carol Leeds 

 

23rd 

October 
 

Caroline  

 

Gale 

9.30 Philip Haynes 

Sue Haynes, Pat Evans & 

Keith Billington 

Pat Evans 

Romans 15: 1-6  

 

30th 

October 

5 Carol Leeds  

PRAYER OF THE 
MONTH 

 

Give me, good 

Lord, a humble, 

lowly, quiet, 

peaceable, patient, 

charitable, kind, tender and 

pitiful mind; with all my 

works and all my words 

and all my thoughts to 

have a taste of the holy 

blessed spirit.   

 

Sir Thomas More 

GRACE OF THE 
MONTH 

 
Lord, may we bless thee 

 for these gifts of  love 

Our food today, nor deem 

 the gift is  small;  

And seek the bread that 

 cometh from  above, 

The life-stay of the soul, 

 the best of all. 

 

William Barnes 

 

POEM OF THE 
MONTH 

 

Consider the auk; 

Becoming extinct because 

 he forgot how  to fly, 

 and could only walk. 

Consider man, who may 

 well become  extinct  

Because he forgot how to 

 walk and  learned how 

 to fly before he 

 thinked. 

 

Ogden Nash 

  THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 
 

 Man is the only animal that blushes.  Or needs to.  Mark Twain 

End 

of 
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October diary 
 

Page 

Tues 4th  St Francis 16 

Sat 1st  St Remigius 17 

Thur 6th 7.45pm W.I. 22 

Thur 13th 12 noon Winter Lunch in Reading Room 12 

Fri 14th 8pm B&B Soc. Autumn lecture, Nicholas Owen 21 

Sat 15th  Dorking Museum Family Day 19, 24 

Sat 22nd  Day of Reflection 9 

Wed 26th 2-4pm St Michael’s drop-in 12 

Sat 29th 10-4pm Middle Earth models 22 

          

Date  St Mary’s,  

 Buckland 

St Michael’s, 

 Betchworth 

2nd Oct 8 HC (BCP) 10.30 Joint Harvest All Age  

Communion.  Please bring gifts of 

small plants/chocolates or fresh 

produce for distribution 

9th Oct 

Harvest 

8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Matins 

10.30 Harvest Parish Communion, 

then lunch in Reading Room.  Gifts 

received of dry/tinned produce, or 

fresh for distribution 

16th Oct 8 

10.30 

HC (BCP) 

Joint Family Service/Baptism 

5pm Joint Choral Evensong 

23rd Oct 9.30 Parish Communion 8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Parish Communion 

30th Oct 

 

All 

Saints  

 8 HC (BCP) 

10.30 Joint UMG Service (Sidlow Bridge) 

5pm Service of Thanksgiving for 

Faithful Departed  
 

End 

of 
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BISHOP JONATHAN’S BLOG!  
 

Each Saturday the Diocese of Southwark releases a Blog “Hearts on Fire”.  People 

across the diocese are asked to tell different stories of their experiences and 

celebrations in a wide variety of areas.  In September the Rt Revd Jonathan Clark, 

Bishop of Croydon, wrote: “What makes a good life?  I was recently privy to a report 

on a study of people who are now in their 90s, which began when they were 

teenagers.  Over those years the researchers have had the opportunity to analyse 

reams of data about these people, their lifestyles, jobs, joys and sorrows.  And boiling 

it all down, the answer to the question ‘what makes a good life?’ - far above all other 

factors - was 'relationships’. Much more important than money, more significant 

even than physical health, good, lasting, trusting relationships are what we need in 

order to describe ourselves as happy.  Good relationships, the researcher said, were a 

better predictor of health in old age than (for instance) levels of cholesterol. 

 

It was encouraging to come across this research, but not for me all that surprising. 

Any of us who are in pastoral ministry will have met people who are remarkably 

happy, in circumstances which seem to have very few causes for happiness.  And on 

the other hand some feel deeply despairing while surrounded by all the material 

goods anyone can desire.  The key difference is relationship. This is much more than 

polite acquaintance.  Some of those relationships can be quite stormy, but when the 

chips are down there is a mutual commitment which is unquestioned. 

 

For us of course the deepest foundation of relationship is the love of God, who 

creates, redeems and sustains us.  But we are physical 

beings, and if we are truly to experience that love it 

needs to come to us in embodied form.  The first letter 

of John tells us what to do: “Beloved, let us love one 

another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 

is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love 

does not know God, for God is love … No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us” (4:7,8,12). 

 

Our calling to love springs straight from God’s love for us. But also within these 

verses is the suggestion that it is through our love for others that we show, to one 

another and the world, the face of the invisible God. Making the commitment to one 

another of costly, committed relationship is at the very heart of our Christian calling. 

 

I will confess that I wonder whether our churches are always places where these sorts 

of relationships flourish. But when they are, they are seedbeds for the most healthy 

relationships of all - relationships of mutual love which are founded not in our 

fallible humanity, but in the eternal love of God, shown by the power of the Spirit 

through us who are his children.” 
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      5   

  2   8 3 6  

4 6    5    

2    4    9 

   2      

 8 5      2 

9   5 8     

  8    6 7  

   4   1   

SUDOKUS 
 

First a medium one.  Solution on page 29 

      4  3 

 6     1   

5   7  8    

2     7  4  

 7 9  1    8 

  1 6 8  9   

      3  2 

   5     6 

7 5    2    

And now a trickier one.  Solution  next month 

Solution 

on p. 29 

BRIDGE  
  

South to lead in a ♠ contract.  

How can N/S make  

five tricks against 

any defence? 

  

 NORTH 

 ♠ A 2  

 ♥ -  

WEST ♦ 3 2 EAST 

♠ - ♣ A 4 ♠ K 6 4 

♥ -   ♥ - 

♦ K Q J SOUTH ♦ 10 

♣ J 10 8 ♠ 7 5 3 ♣ K Q 

 ♥ - 

 ♦ A 

 ♣ 3 2 

DOG COLLARS 
 

A parishioner enquired of your 

editor about the clerical dog 

collar - what is its origin, who 

wears it and where the name 

came from.  Any answers to 

these questions, even (nay 

especially) amusing ones, to 

the editor please, with a view 

to their being published in the 

November issue of the 

magazine. 

♠  ♥  ♦  ♣  
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CROSSWORD   Solution on page 29 

ACROSS 
1  He must ‘manage his 

children and his household 
well’ (1 Timothy 3:12) (6) 

4  ‘For we must all — before 

the judgement seat’ (2 

Corinthians 5:10) (6) 
7  ‘They reeled and staggered 

like drunken men; they were 

at their — end’ (Psalm 

107:27) (4) 
8  See 19 Across  

9  It concerned which disciple 

would be the greatest (Luke 

9:46) (8)  
13 Formed by the Jews in 

Thessalonica to root out Paul 

and Silas (Acts 17:5) (3)  

16 ‘He has sent me to bind up 
the — ’ (Isaiah 61:1) (6-7) 

17 Moved rapidly on foot 

(Matthew 28:8) (3)  

19 and 8  “ — a great 
company of the —  host 

appeared with the 

angel’ (Luke 2:13) (8,8) 

24 Hindrance (Romans 14:13) 
(8)  

25 Between Luke and Acts 

(4)  

26 Empower (Acts 4:29) (6)  
27 ‘Get these out of here! 

How dare you turn my 

Father’s house into a —
 !’ (John 2:16) (6) 

 

DOWN 
1  Sunrise (Psalm 119:147) 
(4)  

2  The time of day when 

Cornelius had a vision of an 

angel of God (Acts 10:3) (9)  
3  He returned with 

Zerubbabel from exile in 

Babylon to Jerusalem 

(Nehemiah 7:7) (5)  
4  ‘No one can see the 

kingdom of God unless he is 

born — ’(John 3:3) (5)  

5  Animal hunted or killed as 
food (Ezekiel 22:25) (4)  

6  ‘He encouraged them — — 

remain true to the Lord’ (Acts 
11:23) (3,2)  

10 Ruses (anag.) (5)  

11 Jewish priestly vestment 

(Exodus 28:6) (5)  
12 Visible sign of what had 

been there (Daniel 2:35) (5)  

13 The trade of Alexander, 

who did Paul ‘a great deal of 
harm’ (2 Timothy 4:14) (9)  

14 ‘This is my — , which is 

for you; do this in 

remembrance of me’ (1 
Corinthians 11:24) (4)  

15 One of Noah’s great-great-

grandsons (Genesis 10:24) (4)  

18 Traditionally the first 
British Christian martyr (5)  

20 Relationship of Ner to Saul 

(1 Samuel 14:50) (5)  
21 Jacob had one while on his 

way to Haran, fleeing from 

Esau (Genesis 28:12) (5)  

22 Bats (anag.) (4)  
23 ‘You strain at a — but 

swallow a camel’ (Matthew 

23:24) (4) 
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ALL SAINTS/ALL SOULS 
 

The candlelight Service of Commemoration and Thanksgiving for the Faithful 

Departed will be on 30th October at 5pm in St Mary’s Buckland. 

 

The names of those who have died since last October will be 

read - also any names of those you would like remembered.  

There will be a red folder at the back of each church for the 

addition of these names.  At the service you are invited to 

light a candle in memory of those departed.  

Rector Carol 

 

PATTIE’S CANDLES 
   

Some of you may be wondering how we are going to make and replace Pattie’s 

Candles that were used at our Candlelight services (All Souls and Christmas).  

Well I happened to be in Chichester one wet Friday and popped into the 

Christian bookshop St Olav’s.  They sell church candles, and I asked them if they 

might take or knew of anyone who might appreciate some old candles to melt 

down to make new ones. They gave me the name of the L’Arche Community 

based in Bognor Regis. I subsequently contacted them and they were very happy 

to receive some of our old candles.  They have a little shop in Aldwick and sell 

different coloured candles and crafts all hand made by residents in the community.   

 

The L’Arche Community helps to support people living with 

learning disabilities, and they have centres all over the world.  

The community began in 1964 when Jean Vanier and Father 

Thomas Phillipe, in response to a call from God, invited two 

men with learning disabilities to come and share their life in the 

spirit of the Gospel and of the Beatitudes that Jesus preached.  

L’Arche aim is to create communities which welcome all 

people, and for those with learning difficulties to help reveal 

their particular gifts. They want to be a sign of hope and seek 

unity, faithfulness and reconciliation.  

 

So Pattie’s old used candles have found a fitting home and we will be in receipt of 40 

new ones made by the L’Arche community which I hope will arrive in time for our  

Service of Thanksgiving for the Faithful Departed on 30th October in Buckland.  To 

find out more go to:  http://www.larche.org.uk 

A singer had given a recital at a prison and so pleased was she with the applause that 

she gushed:  “Thank you very much for your appreciation.  I so hope that I will see 

you all back here again next year.” 
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UPDATE ON THE HARVEST CHARITIES 2016 
 

Welcare: The food bank is greatly needed so tins and packets, in date, of food and 

dried goods are welcome. If they can be packed in a plastic carrier bags that would be 

really helpful.  The reduction in the use of free plastic bags means Welcare have to 

find containers for food parcels given out from the food bank.  

 

Farm Community Network: The network continues to support the lives of farmers 

who are in difficulty.  Over the last year they have been closely involved with 

farmers in Cumberland and Yorkshire whose livelihood and health has suffered as 

the result of  flooding. 

 

Against Malaria Foundation: Mosquito nets continue to be needed to reduce the 

incidence of malaria in many parts of the world and especially Africa. This year the 

Foundation has agreed with the Health Ministry of Togo to fund 2.4 million nets for 

the whole population by 2017.  St Michael’s and St Mary’s churches are hoping to 

make a generous contribution to this project through their harvest giving. 

 

Lungi Sierra Leone Charity: Organised and run by local resident Melanie Evans, 

the news from Lungi is encouraging and exciting, covering many areas of local life. 

Over the year since last harvest festival the motor bike ambulances have been bought 

and put into full use transporting patients and pregnant mothers to the hospitals free 

of charge. The bikes are beautifully maintained and call outs vary from 1 to 2, or 5 a 

day.  Remembering that the distances from the villages are long these bikes are 

making a vital contribution to the health of the area.  

 

Computers are now installed in the Lodge café. They will provide literacy and access 

to computer technology for senior classes at the primary school in the evenings. 

 

The wash station outside the school buildings is in full use.  Since the ebola epidemic 

all children must wash their hands as they enter the school site, as well as use the 

station for normal use to continue and maintain the sanitation progress.  

  

School buildings have been painted and more classrooms updated with electricity. 

The Charity continues to support 2 girls with prosthetics and funds education for 15 

orphans.  

 

The next major project is to acquire a diagnostic unit to aid the hospitals and doctors 

with updated equipment for diagnosis to which St Michael’s and St Mary’s will be 

donating funds after the harvest services. 

 

Lungi charity have a very good website which keeps us up to date with the 

development of facilities achieved in the Lungi area by the charity.  
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MUSIC IN DORKING 
 

1st at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s, free,  01306 884229 

1st at 7.30, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Martin’s, £14,  01306 877176 

4th 11th 18th 25th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £21-22,  

07415 815784 

8th at 10am-5pm, Dorking Choral Society Come & Sing at URC hall, £15,  01306 

880010 

12th at 2.30, Vaughan Williams birthday concert at Leith Hill Place, £20,  0844 

249 1895 

15th at 11am-5pm, LHMF Come & Sing at Dorking Halls, £21.75 

15th at 2.30, World of the Harp at Performing Arts Library, free 

15th at 7.30, Dorking Camerata at St Martin’s, £15,  01306 881479 

16th at 3.00, Indian classical music at Dorking Halls, £18,  01306 740619 

17th at 6.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717 

27th at 7.30, Peter Edwards - My life in jazz, at Performing Arts Library, £6,  

01483 543599 

28th at 3.00, Roald Dahl centenary concert at Dorking Halls, £8,  01306 881717 

 

October sees the 22nd annual Mole Valley Arts Alive Festival.  This celebration of 

the arts has, over the years, gone from strength to strength and it now offers a very 

impressive range of activities.  As the list above shows, there is a good number of 

musical events - too many to describe each one in full detail. 

 

The Dorking Chamber Orchestra will be playing Beethoven’s second symphony and 

Schumann’s piano concerto, while the Dorking Camerata will be singing music by 

Bach and Bruckner.  There is a special concert at Leith Hill Place to mark the day of 

Ralph Vaughan Williams’ birthday, when the music will include his lovely Lark 

Ascending.  There are two opportunities to take part in a ‘come and sing’ - first with 

the Dorking Choral Society (singing Will Todd’s Mass in Blue) and then with the 

Leith Hill Musical Festival and their new conductor Jonathan Willcocks. 

 

The Dorking Concertgoers launch their new season with a very special concert of 

Indian classical music - ‘Sublime Sitar’.  The monthly recital at St Martin’s church 

will be given by Helen Wharmby (piano) and Zoe Eborn (violin).  The Performing 

Arts Library is hosting two events, including an afternoon exploring the harp and its 

music.  The Dorking Halls will be screening Mozart’s opera Cosi fan tutte live from 

the Royal Opera House.  And there is a Roald Dahl concert with music for children. 

 

We are lucky to have such a wide range of events in our home area, so please do 

support as many of them as you can.  Full details are in the festival brochure, 

available free from the Dorking Halls, council offices, libraries and shops, and on the 

website. 
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After a busy summer it was good to relax 

and watch speaker Claire Fecher 

demonstrate her decorative skills at 

weaving with ribbons.  The beauty of the 

silk was shown to good effect on a 

variety of items from cushions to 

waistcoats tailored by Mrs. 

Fecher who was brought up in 

the rag trade.   Along with her 

tips on how to make them, a 

glorious assortment of flowers 

comprised of wired ribbon was passed 

round to enthusiastic members. 

 

In August a warm evening blessed our 

annual barbeque in a member’s garden 

and was much enjoyed, with special 

thanks to our hostess Rhona and her 

family helpers.   We changed our plans 

for our Teas on the Green after a dire 

weather forecast of rain and howling 

gales, and the wish not to see our 

marquee and helpers flying through the 

air.   Soggy wet cakes have to be avoided 

at all costs, after all, so we set up 

shop in the nearby Hamilton 

Room.   Needless to say, the 

weather forecast was wrong and 

the sun shone all afternoon. 

 

On 6th October at 7.45 pm in the 

Hamilton Room, Church Street, 

Betchworth, we have a talk on local 

nature by Warnham Nature Reserve.   As 

always, we are pleased to welcome 

visitors and prospective new members.    

 

Pam Patch 

PEBBLECOMBE W.I. AT BETCHWORTH 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

Baptism 

21st August Nicholas Andrew Stephen Romanis, St Michael’s 

28th August   Hadley Layland Thomas Bird, St Michael’s 

                           

Marriages 

26th August    Katherine Parkinson and James King, St Michael’s  

3rd September David Lerche and Jaqueline Evans, St Mary’s  

  

Funerals & Memorials 

We send our condolences to those who are bereaved at this time:  

7th September  Malcolm James Ridley who died on 21st August 2016, aged 75 

 formerly of Hayes Barton, Betchworth 

Burial of Ashes  

24th August 2016    Gordon Hill who died on 2nd November 2015, aged 87, of  

 Genista, Betchworth 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

DAY OF REFLECTION 
 

The next Bi-annual Day of Reflection will take place on Saturday 22nd October 2016 

at St. John’s Seminary, Wonersh. 

 

In addition to the meditation periods we are very fortunate to have Rev Dr. Malcolm 

Guite to present on CS Lewis - The Shaping Spirit: CS Lewis and the poetic 

imagination.   

 

We do hope that you can come along - to book contact Brian and Sheila Longman  

 01483 505814  sheilaannlongman@aol.com 

Christening of Hadley Layland Bird, 

son of Debbie and Ali Bird, baptised 

on 28th August 

Christening of Nicholas 

Romanis on 21st August 

mailto:sheilaannlongman@aol.com
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THE ART AND FLOWER FESTIVAL 
 

The bells of St Mary’s rang out to welcome the many 

visitors to The Buckland Art and Flower Festival over 

the bank holiday weekend, themed ‘The Art of 

Nature’, designed by Sue Haynes. 

 

A particular warm greeting was given to Area Bishop 

Jonathan Clark, Bishop of Croydon - welcomed  to the 

Festival by Revd Canon Carol Coslett, Rector of 

Betchworth and Buckland. 

 

A special service (Songs of Praise) was held at St Mary’s on 

the Sunday, where visitors and congregation alike witnessed 

an amazing transformation of the church.  Magnificent flower 

displays cascaded from stained glass windows and atop the 

bell-tower stairway. The Chancel and Altar were lit by the 

brilliance of more floral creations and contemporary designs. 

 

In his address, Bishop Jonathan thanked all those who had 

helped in the organisation of this event, including those local 

artists who had exhibited their works in the Buckland 

Reading Room.   

 

£300 went to The Brigitte Trust and the balance (£5,079.30) to St Mary’s Church, 

Buckland.  It is noteworthy that the stunning floral displays in the church raised 

around £600 each day. 

Tom Briscombe 

 

As Tom says above, the Art and Flower Festival was a brilliant success.  There are 

many people to thank for this.  At the risk of omitting some key players may I on 

your behalf thank Sue Haynes and Jean Cooke and all the flower arrangers for the 

spectacular arrangements, Carol and Everett Leeds and all the local artists for the art 

exhibition in the Reading Room, the musicians, and all those who served teas, sold 

produce and acted as stewards in the church.  Also Gaynor Day for raising funds at 

the plant sale in May, and again over the festival weekend, and James for the 

photographs in this magazine.  It truly was a village affair and so many people from 

outside the village said how great the occasion was. 

Richard Wheen 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN OCTOBER 
 

The Deepdene Trail:  New in the Museum is a 

virtual reality tour of the revitalised landscape of 

the Deepdene estate.  Museum visitors can now 

walk the virtual landscape from the lodges to the 

mansion and out around the gardens, even 

Betchworth Castle, controlling the screen by means 

of a games controller.  

 

The Museum walks team now runs guided walks 

on the Deepdene Trail.  

90-minute tours take in 

the grotto, woodland 

walks, parterre and 

temples, and a visit 

inside the grade II* listed family mausoleum (on left). 

Group bookings through our website, as well as special 

dates for individual bookings. 

 

Our current exhibition, “Dorking 1916”, focuses on the Home Front and the 

impact that the Great War had on the people of and life in Dorking and the villages, 

on the great houses and estates of the area and on the changing roles of women in 

society.  Special exhibition items include scrapbooks from a nurse serving at the 

front, uniforms of the time, and features on the Anstie Grange military hospital and 

eight local women who found their lives changed by the war. 

 

Family Activity, Saturday 15th October: “World War One, 1916”.  Hear the 

stories of our youngest local casualties, Valentine Joe Strudwick and Aubrey 

Hudson, and make a mini poppy wreath to commemorate the centenary.  Drop in 

between 2pm and 3.30pm.  Ideal for families with children up to age ten.   

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.  www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries: 

admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or  01306 876591. 

View from  

Deepdene Gardens, 1870 

The Hope Mausoleum 

wouldn’t have been fair not to allow visitors to go to the top of the tower….  So the 

bellringers tirelessly rang the bells up and down all afternoon so that all our visitors 

could both learn about bellringing and admire the view.  And lots of them came to do 

so – almost more than we could accommodate.  It was particularly good to see so 

many of both St Michael’s and St Mary’s neighbours, who hear the bells every 

Sunday and every practice night (Tuesdays at St Michael’s, Fridays at St Mary’s) – 

we hope some of them will decide to join the bellringers for the future.  Thanks to all 

who helped to make the event such a success. 

Andrew Oliphant 

http://www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk
mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 
 

The Betchworth and Buckland bellringers had a Plan for Heritage Open Days, as 

described in the magazines: on Saturday we would offer visitors access through the 

bell chamber to the roof to admire the view; on Sunday we would demonstrate how 

we ring the bells.  On both days, visitors could look round the Church and view the 

archive displays, then enjoy a cup of tea and a cake. 

 

But we couldn’t plan for the weather.  On Saturday it poured down.  There was no 

view to be seen from the tower.  The few hardy souls who visited appreciated their 

visit – and the ‘Ride and Stride’ visitors assured us that Betchworth was the most 

welcoming church on their tour – but the day wasn’t quite what we had hoped! 

 

However, Sunday was quite different, bright and clear: you could see for miles. It  

Continued on next page 

BUCKLAND ONE WORLD GROUP 
 

Talk by Geoff Saunders on his voyage to the Antarctic –  

the frozen continent, Friday 9th September 2016 

 

The dramatic photograph advertising Geoff Saunders’ talk enticed many people to 

attend.  Geoff talked about his first-hand experience of his voyage in 

the wake of Captain Cook’s second voyage in 1774 when he 

captained the first ship to reach and discover Antarctica.  Geoff joined 

a one hundred year old Danish barque which set off from Ushuala in 

the extreme south of Tierra del Fuego, Argentina.  The barque 

travelled across some wild seas to reach the Antarctic at 60o south.    

 

When Cook first arrived he wrote in his diary of the ‘ice islands’ that they 

encountered, known nowadays as icebergs.  The ice appears deep blue and turquoise.  

Geoff saw a range of wild life including whales, sea birds and four kinds of penguins 

which he declared noisy and smelly!  The whole of the Antarctic is larger than the 

land mass of Australia.  There is no total darkness and twilight remains throughout 

the night.  The barque visited the island of Deception Island which has an active 

volcano and was used for whaling.  People were seen enjoying the hot springs.    

 

Geoff talked about the Antarctic Treaty whereby no one can lay claim to any territory 

and no country can be at an advantage. 

 

Geoff was asked many questions about his experience by an enthralled audience. 

£370 was raised for Money for Madagascar (£450 including GiftAid).  

Ann Adams 
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HARVEST LUNCH, 9TH OCTOBER 

 

This year we are doing something different and having a Harvest Lunch in the 

Reading Room instead of a Harvest Supper.  The service will be at 

10.30 and coffee will be served in the Reading Room from 11.30.  If 

you cannot come to the service but would like to join us for coffee 

and lunch, this will be served at about 12.30.  We will have the 

Reading Room for the day so we will not have to rush away.  There 

will be entertainment during the day.  

 

Previously at the suppers we have asked for people to bring a dessert: please would 

you do this for the lunch.   If you could let the Churchwardens or myself, Carol 

Leeds, know if you would like to be with us on 9th October, that will be a great help 

to arrange the logistics.  Tickets are adults £6; under 16’s £3.    We look forward to 

hearing from you. 

Carol Leeds 

 

CAROLS 
 

Carol singing round the village will this year take place on 

Monday 9th December, starting at around 6 pm. 

 

More details will be in the November and December 

magazines.  Meanwhile, please put the date in your diary 

and if any kind householders would like to offer light 

refreshments to the singers (at the start or end of the 

evening) please would they let Richard Wheen or Jean 

Cooke know. 

BELL RINGING 

There will be extra bell ringing between 4pm and 6pm on 29th 

October.  

THE SEPTEMBER MAGAZINE 
 

Many thanks, yet again, to Duncan Ferns for stepping into the 

breech and editing, in his own inimitable style, the September 

edition of this magazine.  How lucky we are to have Duncan in the 

village, to take on this and other jobs! And yes, the September 

tricky Sudoku was indeed very tricky.  Did you solve it? 
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ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN    
 

We have been holding our Drop-In teas for nearly 5 years now, and welcome local 

villagers, walkers and visitors to Betchworth from further afield, in fact anyone who 

wishes to Drop-in. 

 

We meet on the 4th Wednesday each month, from January to 

November.  Tea and cakes are served in the Hamilton Room, 

Church Street, Betchworth from 2pm – 4pm by a small group of 

cake makers and tea pourers from Betchworth, Buckland and 

Brockham.  

 

New friendships have been made, and there is time to chat to neighbours and visitors 

during what has become a social afternoon.  Any donations (we don’t charge for 

refreshments) have raised funds for local and national charities, including Mencap 

and Sebastian’s Trust for children and the Alzheimer’s Society and Friends of 

Broome Park, for their new transport.   

 

Thanks go to June, Carol, Liz, Anne, Brenda, and Linda, the main 

cake and biscuit makers, and John, Everett and Gordon who provide 

transport.   

 

If you are in Betchworth on a fourth Wednesday, do drop in.  Our next dates are 26th 

October and our 5th Anniversary Christmas party on 23rd November.  Dates in 2017 

are: 25th January, 22nd February, 22nd March, 26th April etc. 

 

For more information contact Margaret Miller on  842098 or email 

jma.miller@btinternet.com   All are welcome. 

WINTER LUNCH 

 

Just a reminder that our next Winter Lunch will be on 13th October, 

in the Reading Room at 12 noon.    We look forward to meeting old 

and new friends.  The dates for the rest of this year are 10th 

November and (Christmas lunch) 15th December. 

 

Carol Leeds and Liz Vahey 
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 

October is the month that signals Autumn is here.  The leaves start to fall and turn to 

beautiful shades of red, orange and yellow. The landscape appears to be on fire. 

 

Now is the time to tidy up the garden and start to plan for the 

coming year, by planting spring flowering bulbs, either in the 

lawn or in the beds. With a bit of care the summer baskets 

and pots will keep flowering until the first frost arrives.   

 

The days are getting shorter but there is still time to enjoy the rich, colourful display 

that October has to offer. 

 

The BGHS Autumn Show report will be in the next edition. 

THE BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY 
 

For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth & Buckland 

 

The 2016 Autumn Lecture will be given by Nicholas Owen on Friday 14th October at 

8pm in Buckland Reading Room 

 

“HOW TO SURVIVE HALF A CENTURY IN THE MEDIA” 
 

Nicholas has lived in Reigate for most of his life. His career has been national and 

international.  His insights into the work of the media and the 

“corridors of power” promise to be both enlightening and 

entertaining!  His career has spanned print media, including the 

Daily Telegraph and Financial Times, radio, as a presenter for 

Classic FM and television.  He was ITV’s Royal Correspondent and 

is a news anchor for the BBC.  If you have any questions about the 

media and how it works, this is your chance to ask! 

 

Entrance is free but donations to the Society will be appreciated.  Refreshments will 

be served after the lecture.  

 

To reserve a place please call Debbie Jones on  845514 or email 

betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com 

file:///C:/Users/Richard/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/0456VZ6Q/jma.miller@btinternet.com
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ON HOW LONG A SERMON SHOULD LAST 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

I am afraid we will never agree about the appropriate length of sermons. Your 50 

minute exposition on the theology of St. Paul concerning women wearing hats in 

church is, I am sure, of real interest to you.  But as your sermon slowly unfolds, I 

suspect it will prompt quite a different concern among your congregation.  Have they 

set the oven timer to come on too early?  

 

Whenever I even hint that a matter of theological importance may be about to appear 

in one of my sermons, an expression of benign incomprehension comes over my 

congregation.  You know the look – you see it on golden Labradors whenever they 

try and work out what their owners are telling them.  

 

There are certain sure signs that should warn you when you have preached for long 

enough. One is when members of the congregation reach for their prayer books to try 

to work for the umpteenth time how the date for Easter is calculated. The organist 

turning on the blower when you say “and finally” is another.  

 

Most members of the congregation will count the number of dead flies on the 

windowsills during your sermon.  But when you can see members of the 

congregation counting the numbers in the congregation counting the numbers of dead 

flies, that is absolute proof that it is time to stop. 

 

There has only been one occasion when I preached for longer than my standard eight 

minutes. Our former organist was in the habit of taking his dog for a walk during the 

sermon. I knew I had to carry on preaching until I heard the latch on the vestry door 

for the second time.  That meant he was back, and ready to play the last hymn. 

Unfortunately one Sunday, his dog ran away.  

 

While he searched for it over every field in the parish, I spent the intervening two 

hours reading the greater part of Leviticus, discussing the food laws set forth in 

Deuteronomy, and arguing for a Deutero-Isaiah.  I was headed for the Babylonian 

exile when we all heard the vestry door re-open.  

 

After the Service, the congregation left looking as though they had just been rescued 

from a major shipwreck. And at the next church council meeting, we unanimously 

voted to buy our organist a stronger lead. 

 

Your loving uncle, 

 

Eustace 
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NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

What an exciting start to the school 

year!  This is now my second year in 

post at North Downs and I 

have very much enjoyed my 

first – I can’t quite believe 

where the time has gone!  

Before we know where we 

are it will be time for 

bonfire celebrations in all 

three of our villages but 

with Brockham being the 

largest by far.  Time passes so quickly 

in a school; we have already begun to 

plan for our Christmas celebrations – 

but more of that next month. 

 

Currently the children are now in school 

full time and are very settled, 

particularly our new Reception children, 

some of whom are still only four years 

old, and all our children look very smart 

in their uniforms. Throughout this half 

term we continue to focus on our Whole 

School Value which is ‘Care’. 

 

Our year 4 children are off 

for their residential visit to 

High Ashurst Outdoor 

Education Centre this 

month.  During their stay 

there they will embark on a 

number of outdoor 

challenges, developing 

teamwork, co-operation and confidence 

building.  For many of our children this 

will be their first extended stay away 

from home and family.  It will remain to 

be seen whether any of the adults 

accompanying the children actually get 

any sleep at all! 

 

 
Jane Douglass, Headteacher 
North Downs Primary School  

A group of wives were chatting about what they do with surplus food after a 

meal. Wife 1 said, “My husband’s a chef and he calls them left-overs.” Wife 2 

said, "My husband is a TV producer and he calls them re-runs." Wife 3 said, “You 

think you have it bad; mine is a quality control engineer and he calls them 

rejects." And Wife 4 said, “That’s nothing compared to me; my husband manages 

a crematorium and he calls them remains!" 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

The wife of a banker asked him why he seemed a bit down.  He replied: "I'm a 

walking economy!  My hairline is in recession, my stomach is a victim of inflation, 

and both of these together are putting me into a deep depression.” 
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Harvest Messy 
Church 

Children’s Harvest Themed 
Activities on Saturday 8th 

October 10.30am – 12.30pm    at The Reading Room, Buckland 

Crafts, Games, Music and more! 

Suitable for children 3-12 years old 
(accompanied by an adult)   

Contact Rector on  842102 

Come and CelebrateCome and Celebrate  

HARVEST FESTIVALHARVEST FESTIVAL  

At St. Mary’sAt St. Mary’s  

Sunday 9th October 10:30am 

 

Harvest Parish Communion, Buckland followed by a Harvest Lunch 
in the Reading Room.  Adults - £6, Under 16’s - £3.  Tickets available 

from Carol Leeds on  247399 

Please bring fresh produce, small plants for gifts and tins/dried goods 
to be distributed to Welcare, YWCA and the elderly in the villages. 

Collections in services will go towards Farm 
Community Network and Harvest Overseas Aid 

Project 
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LEITH HILL PLACE 
 

October means Hallowe’en, and Leith Hill Place is entering into the spirit 

of the season during half term, with Spooky House.  On Monday 24th 

October and Friday 28th October between 11am and 4.30pm, children can 

dare a Hallowe’en trail and enjoy spooky stories. Children in fancy dress 

get free entry. Normal admission applies for adult non-members. 

 

On 29th October there is the last opportunity this season to hear Pat Newberry’s 

engaging talk on the history of Leith Hill Place. There will be two sessions, at 1.45 

and 3.15. The talk is free, but normal admission applies for non-members. 

 Keep smiling - it makes people 

wonder what you’ve been up to.  

 

 To get things done in a church, a 

committee should consist of no more 

than three people, two of whom 

rarely show up. 

 

 There is nothing like returning to a 

place that remains unchanged, to 

discover how you yourself have 

altered. (Nelson Mandela) 

 

 Youth would be really great if it 

came a bit later in life. 

  

 Whenever I start complaining that 

things aren’t what they used to be, I 

always forget to include myself. 

  

 The difference between wise and 

foolish people is that the one thinks 

what they want to say and the other 

says it without thinking. 

 

 Silent company is often more healing 

than words of advice.  

 

 Money can’t buy happiness, but for 

some people it makes misery easier 

to live with. 

 

 Sometimes I think I understand 

everything - but then I regain 

consciousness. 

 

 The measure of your real wealth is 

how much people would still value 

you, if you lost all your money 

 

 The nice thing about living in a 

village is that when you don’t know 

what you’re doing, somebody else 

always does. 

 

 Directly after God in heaven comes 

Papa.  – Mozart as a boy 

 

 A father is a banker provided by 

nature.  – French proverb 

 

 The child had every toy his father 

wanted. – Robert C. Whitten 

 

 Gossip is halitosis of the brain. 

MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS ON LIFE 
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OCTOBER GARDEN NOTES 
 

Successful gardening is all about planning.  This is especially the case in October, 

when it is worth spending some time deciding which plants and what colours to 

enjoy in your garden next year.  

 

Spring bulbs are now ready to plant.  The usual favourites of daffodils, narcissi, 

tulips and crocus are regulars in most gardens for good reason. They are reliable, 

strong and give a wonderful display.  As a change, look out for scented varieties of 

narcissi.  Many of the shorter species such as Pipit, Quail, and Sweetness have a 

good fragrance.  Also, look out for “novelty” tulips such as Ice cream, Blue Wow and 

the intriguing Antoinette, which changes colour from yellow to pink and salmon as it 

matures. Crocus grow well in clumps; pick large-flowered for impact, shorter species 

varieties for a more subtle show.  

 

Alliums are very much in vogue.  Globemaster, Giganteum, Mount Everest and 

Gladiator can reach over 1 metre in height, and their huge heads will be a striking 

addition to any garden.  Alternatively, Schubertii  is known as the firework allium 

with its alien looking spikey flowers.  Opt for Sphaerocephalon if you want tall 

stems and smaller flowers.   

 

Prepare now for any autumn 

projects.  For those with clay 

soils, October is one of the 

few months in the year when 

the soil is workable – not too 

dry and not cloggy. Digging 

and planting are a great deal 

easier now than during the 

winter or summer.   

 

Retrieve space in beds and 

borders by trimming back 

and dividing vigorous 

herbaceous plants to give 

more space to those 

remaining.  Also, give a 

good haircut to unruly shrubs 

and hedges for an instant tidy 

look.  

 

David Hogg, Buckland 

Nurseries 
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

Maintaining our footpaths  In September MVDC contractors cut the verges 

alongside the A25 through Buckland.  During the dormant period there are plans for 

the edges to be cut back to expose the full width of footpath alongside the A25.  The 

work will start to the east of the driveway entrance to Buckland Court and should 

extend to at least the entrance to Park Pit and hopefully The Pheasant.  The Parish 

Council is grateful to the SCC Mole Valley Local Committee for approving a grant 

to partially fund this “one-off” task and to CCllr Helyn Clack without whose support 

the grant would not have been forthcoming.   

 

If you own or occupy property in the village, please help your local community by 

playing your part to help keep our pavements and roads clear for us all to use safely 

as we simply cannot rely on public bodies being able to fund ongoing maintenance 

tasks that are our responsibility in these cash-constrained times.  

 

So what does every landowner now need to do?  

Please take a walk around your property, clear away any debris that is restricting the 

width of the pavement or highway and cut back your plants, trees and hedges to 

within the boundary of your property.  Please take appropriate safety precautions. 

 

How do I register a concern about vegetation obstructing a pavement or road? 

If you are concerned about the state of vegetation extending over any particular 

section of pavement or highway, please call SCC Highways on  0300 200 1003 or 

visit the SCC website at www.surreycc.gov.uk to report it online.  Surrey Highways 

can require a landowner to take appropriate action within a set time period and, if 

such action is not taken, to charge the landowner for the work being completed by a 

Surrey Highways contractor. 

 

Some longer standing residents may recall an open top bus visiting the village with a 

maintenance team on board keeping the bus routes clear.  This practice stopped in the 

mid-1980s and the reality now is that the owners of the adjacent land are responsible 

for ensuring they prune back any vegetation rooted in their land that has, over the last 

20 years, grown beyond the boundary of their property.  Please act now in as October 

is a good time in the gardening year to complete these tasks. Thank you. 

 

Cold Callers   Residents have expressed concern at the number of cold callers 

visiting Buckland.  SCC Trading Standards is committed to tackling doorstep crime 

and makes available packs to give you the choice and confidence to say no to cold 

callers on your doorstep.  A free sticker pack can be collected from the police desk in 

the Reception at MVDC’s Pippbrook offices or, by arrangement, from your Clerk.     
 

Sheena Boyce, Clerk   bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk 

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk
mailto:bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk
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St  FRANCIS 
 

4th October is the feast day of St 

Francis of Assisi.  When Francis came 

to God people thought he had gone mad 

and even his own father disowned him.  

But Francis’ simple way of life soon 

attracted others.  He and his 

companions went out to preach two by 

two.  Unlike the preachers and priests 

that people were used to, they wore 

sackcloth and went barefoot.  They 

were different in other ways too; they 

lived a very simple life and celebrated 

God’s creation.   

 

And to Francis all of God’s creation was 

equally important.  In one famous story 

a wolf had been eating people.  The 

town wanted to kill the wolf but Francis 

talked the wolf into never killing again.  

And the townspeople made sure that 

the wolf always had plenty to eat.  

 

Even blindness did not discourage 

Francis’ spirit when he wrote his 

beautiful ‘Canticle of the Sun’ praising 

God through the miracle of His 

creation.  

 

Francis died aged only 45, worn out 

with years of poverty and wandering.  

SWIM, FISH, SWIM 
 

How do you make a paper fish swim?  

Cut a fish shape from a sheet of 

ordinary writing paper.  Make it 10-

12cm long, and decorate it, making sure 

that the colours won’t run when the 

fish gets wet. In the centre of the 

fish’s body cut a small circle and then a 

very narrow slit from the tail to the 

circle. 

 

Now, keeping its surface dry, gently lay 

the fish on the surface of a bath or 

large bowl of water and carefully place 

a few drops of cooking oil into the 

central hole. The oil will expand through 

the slit and drive the fish through the 

water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s black and white and goes 

round and round? 

A zebra stuck in a revolving door.  

Why did the homeless turtle cross 

the road? 

To get to the Shell station.  

Children’s page 

Teacher: Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking when people are 

no longer interested?  Harold: A teacher. 
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Saint Remigius (1st October, d. 533) 

 

If you’ve ever prayed for the ill children of non-Christian friends, then 

you are following in the steps of Saint Remigius. 

 

Remigius was bishop of Reims late in the 5th century, and the king’s son was ill.  

The queen, Clotild, was a Christian, but the king of the Franks, Clovis I, was not.  

Remigius prayed for their son, and he was healed.  The king was so overwhelmed 

with gratitude that he decided to acknowledge and honour the Christian God.   

 

In his enthusiasm King Clovis seems to have turned his royal household into 

something akin to the aftermath of a Billy Graham rally/Alpha course, for he 

commanded that all 3,000 members of the royal household and followers become 

Christians at once, and be baptised.   

 

Under the protection of King Clovis, Remigius carried on preaching the Gospel 

throughout the Frankish kingdom.  He did some extensive church-planting - founding 

bishoprics and churches - and was greatly loved by the people up to his death in 533.  

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO 
 

The October 1966 magazine discusses the Pond.  “Your parish Council are actively 

trying to solve the “Problem” of the continually empty Village Pond.  It is their 

intention that the Pond will once again be a Pond.  In August Councillors met 

representatives of the Surrey County Council to seek their suggestions and their 

cooperation…. With winter approaching and also bearing in mind the present 

Government curb on Public Expenditure it is not though that any work will be started 

before early next summer.”  Plus ça change. 

 

There is also in the September and October 1966 magazines a copy of a proclamation  

(in two paragraphs covering two pages of A5) to commemorate and object to “the 

execrable murder and unparallelled Treason committed against the Sacred Person 

and Life of our most Royal Father …” [Charles I.]  But why now?  It goes on to 

require “all Archbishops, Bishops, Parsons, Vicars, Ministers and other Ecclesiastical 

persons....to cause this Our proclamation to be yearly [on 30th January] read in all 

churches.”  Evidently the proclamation is in the “Church Chest”.  Over to you, Carol. 


