BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
Monday

1 - 4pm
Art Group
4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows
5.30 - 7pm
Brownies
1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing
Tuesday
10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots Toddlers
2 - 5.15pm
Tues. Bridge Club
Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class
Thursday
2 - 5.45pm
Thur. Bridge Club
7 - 8.30pm
Yoga
2nd Saturday 1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild

David Burrells
01372 802602
Jane Stewart
842302
Jane Stewart
842302
Meike Laurenson
248909
Debbie Jones
07701 347351
Richard Wheen
842082
Richard Wheen
842082
Richard Wheen
842082
Tilly Mitchell
843297
Karen Hoad
844267

To book the Reading Room, email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
(preferred) or phone Stella Cantor on  843335

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS
Arts Society, Betchworth
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Surrey Police - non-urgent
Women’s Institute

Carole Evans
David Sayce
Mandy Creasey
Iain Laurenson
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Jane Siegle
Vanessa Sadler
Ianthe Cox
Sheena Boyce
Emma Gallagher
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Jane Douglass
Dr Jim Docking
Ken Caldwell
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
Rhona Hill

01372 452563
242776
843610
248909
844138
842654
844496
843259/842175
844059
843105
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
843211
843260
843893
843530
221444
842220
842046
101
843044

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net; Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND
Rector

The Revd. Canon Carol Coslett, The Rectory, Old Reigate Road,
Betchworth RH3 7DE (842102). E-mail: ccoslett@btinternet.com

Priest in
Retirement

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane,
Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com

Reader

His Honour Peter Slot, The Red House, Old Reigate Road,
Betchworth RH3 7DR (842010). Email: tarq1840@aol.com

Churchwardens

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)
(+ Bell Captain). Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG
(221444) (+ electoral register). Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com

Parish Admin.

Christine Deards, Reading Room, Buckland (845935).
Email: officerectory@btinternet.com

Hon.
Treasurer

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(841058). Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com

Hon. Sec.

Mrs Rosey Davy. Email: roseydavy@gmail.com

Organist

Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT
(241355). Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com

Safeguarding
Officer

Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).
Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com

Junior Church Amy Jago (07971 085134). Email: amy.k.jago@gmail.com. And
Representatives Sarah Munro (07771 427378). Email: sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk
Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH
Magazine
- Editor (842082). Email: rwheen@hotmail.com
- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).
Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com
- Advertising Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(845298). Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com
Church
Rotas

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613). Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).
Other: Philip Haynes (842613)

Churchyard
Rose Beds

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).
Email: everettleeds@gmail.com

Friends of St.
Mary’s

Roger Daniell, Chairman. Richard Wheen, secretary; details as
above
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November 2017 Issue No. 1100
Articles for the December 2017 issue must be with the editor by Sunday 12th
November, please. Please send editable versions of articles: we
cannot accept PDFs, JPGs etc. If possible, please send graphics in
black and white or grayscale. The editor reserves the right to shorten
12 Nov
or omit articles submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to
publish them the following month. No acknowledgement of items
for the magazine will be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).
Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not
necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains
personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the
magazine. In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website,
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net. Please let the editor know if any of the
information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs
to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the
magazine. Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on
the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor.

HISTORICAL NOTES
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. It straddles the
A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway. The parish registers date back to 1560,
and the first recorded vicar to 1308. The present church is thought to have been built
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860. The church has six bells, still
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire. Some of the windows date from the
14th and 15th centuries. The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from an
enemy bomb in 1941. The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate
pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.
The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the
West end of the church.
Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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Date

Flowers

5th
Nov.

Wendy
Lane

12th
Nov.

Sue

19th
Nov.

Haynes

26th
Nov.

Carol
Leeds

Reader/Lesson

Sidesman/Procession

Jean Cooke
1 John 3: 1-3

9.30

Trevor Cooke
Jane England, Rosey Davy
& Caroline Gale

Nigel Husband
1 Thess. 4 13-18
David Sayce
John 15: 9-17

11

Pat Evans

1 Thess. 5: 1-11

8

Jean Cooke

Simon Thomas
Ephesians 1: 15-end

9.30

Simon Thomas
Pat Evans, Trevor Cooke &
Tricia Hawke

THE FRIENDS OF
ST. MARY’S
If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would
like to do so, or would like more information, please
see the literature in the church or contact one of the
officers (eg Richard Wheen, Secretary,  842082, rwheen@hotmail.com). The
annual subscription is £15 for one person, £30 for a household.
The object of the Friends is to help maintain the fabric and structure of St. Mary’s,
an important focal point at the centre of Buckland and a listed building with 1,000
years of history.
The lamps are going out all over Europe; we shall not see them again in our lifetime.
- Lord Grey of Falloden (3 August 1914)
More than an end to war, we want an end to the beginnings of all wars. - Franklin D
Roosevelt
A great war leaves the country with three armies - an army of cripples, an army of
mourners, and an army of thieves. - Anon
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O valiant hearts who to your glory came
Through dust of conflict and through battle flame;
Tranquil you lie, your knightly virtue prove
Your memory hallowed in the land you loved.
Sir John Stanhope Arkwright (1872–1954)
One hundred years ago, between July and November 1917, the fields of Flanders
(Belgium) witnessed one of the bloodiest episodes of the First World War. It was
known as the Battle of Passchendaele, or sometimes called the Third Battle of Ypres.
The Allied assault was launched in the early hours of 31 July 1917. Because of the
torrential rain, the British and Canadian troops found themselves fighting not only
the Germans but a quagmire of stinking mud that swallowed up men, horses and
tanks.
After three months, one week and three days of brutal trench warfare, the Allies
finally recaptured the village of Passchendaele – but by then around a third of a
million British and Allied soldiers had been killed or wounded in some of the most
horrific trench warfare of the conflict. Over 500,000 casualties have been recorded
from British, German and French troops.
At the commemoration ceremony on 31st July this year Michael Morpurgo (the
celebrated author of War Horse) stated: “All our yesterdays help us to comprehend
our present. It is ever more important in this complex world for young people to
know the roots of their history. We are inclined to take for granted our freedoms and
our rights. It is easy to forget that so many of those who came before us, fought and
died to defend the liberties we enjoy today. We are now a hundred years on from the
battle of Passchendaele, one of the most appalling battles of the First World War, in
which thousands upon thousands of soldiers suffered and died. It is a moment to
reflect on their lives, and on the terrible nature of that war and of all wars, and on
the importance of maintaining peace. They fought for our peace. That is what we
must not forget, which is why we must continue to tell the story, to pass it on.”
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Remembrance Sunday this year is on 12th November and in both our parish churches
we shall be remembering all who have served in war and conflict and especially
those from our villages who died a hundred years ago.
But despite our remembering, it is a sad fact that although our life here in Britain
might be safer, we are well aware through our news channels of other conflicts in
other parts of the world. In the 21st Century we face a greater challenge for peace in
our globalised world through the internet with ambition for power and for wealth. If
world leaders are to truly honour the memory of those who have died so that others
may live, they need to have a greater understanding of our common humanity and
love for our neighbour. This is where faith comes in and the power to believe in
something greater than ourselves as well as a common humanity from God. For as
Jesus said, “This my commandment that you love one another as I have loved you,
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” Jesus
died on the cross so that we might have life and have it abundantly.
So let’s not be complacent with our own lives, but remember the
great sacrifices of the past and try to live our lives in harmony,
showing compassion to all those who share God’s wonderful
created world with us.
I hope you will be able to join us in our services of remembrance at
either St Mary’s, Betchworth or St Michaels, Buckland and make
your commitment to serve all peoples in the cause of peace and for
the relief of want and suffering across the world.

Carol
Those Remembered who died in 1917:
Betchworth William Knowles; John William Clark Jones, Wallace Derry-Ayre
Holland, Percy Arthur Hawkins, Ian Alan William Grant, Jesse Duffell, William
James Dorsett, William Tucker
Buckland: James Rowland Childs; James Edwards

SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES
This month’s medium SUDOKU
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BRIDGE
South leads ♥2 to ♥A. North then leads a small ♥ which South ruffs. South then leads
his ♦, ruffed low by North. North leads his last ♥, which East must ruff.
If he ruffs low, South overruffs with ♠9 and the two top trumps win the
last two tricks for North/South. If instead East ruffs with ♠J, South
overruffs with ♠K and leads either his last trump or his ♣ , covering
whichever trump West plays. North’s last trump is then good.
It seems impossible, looking at the hands initially, for North/South to avoid losing a
♠, but this example of the so-called “Devil’s Coup” shows how it can be done.

CROSSWORD

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

X
W
C

R

O
R
D

4

Last month’s harder SUDOKU

November 2017

S

S

ACROSS: 1, Jehoiachin. 7, Endured. 8, Eased. 10, Rash.
11, Startled. 13, Easier. 15, Rubric. 17, Impurity. 18, Feet.
21, Eye at. 22, Ready to. 23, Holy Spirit.
DOWN: 1, Judas. 2, Harm. 3, Is duty. 4, Cheerful. 5, Insular.
6, Jezreelite. 9, Dedication. 12, Secretly. 14, Supremo. 16, Stir up.
19. Egypt. 20, Hair.
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PRAYER OF THE MONTH

POEM OF THE MONTH

Now I lay me down to sleep,
I pray the Lord my soul to
keep.
Watch and guard me through
the night
And wake me with the morning light.

A boat-building person called Noah
Could have built a small simple rower:
Instead, at God’s spark
He built a great ark! And so
Churchgoers are knowers of Noah!

GRACE OF THE MONTH
Oh God, we thank thee
That we are able to eat together.
Be thou also with those who eat alone.

Amen












THOUGHT OF THE MONTH
To the optimist, the glass is
half full. To the pessimist,
the glass is half empty. To
the engineer, the glass is
twice as big as it needs to
be.

Monarchs have their times and their turns, their rises and their ruin. John Trapp
Deeds are fruit, words are leaves.
Anon
Progress is a tide. If we stand still we will surely be drowned.
H. Mayfield
In many workplaces, it is not whether you win or lose, but how you place the
blame.
It was a brave man who ate the first oyster.
Never report what may hurt another, unless it be a greater hurt to conceal it.
William Penn
Worry is the darkroom in which negatives can develop.
Anything that is good and useful is made of chocolate.
Any time things appear to be going better, you have overlooked something.
Archaeologists will date any old thing.
Executive ability: Deciding quickly and getting somebody else to do the work.
J. G. Pollard
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Date

St Mary’s
Buckland

St. Michael’s
Betchworth

5th November
All Saints Day

9:30

Parish
Communion

10:45 Sunday Club *
11
Parish Communion * *

12th November
Remembrance
Sunday

10.50

Remembrance
8
Holy Communion
Sunday Service. 10.50 Remembrance Sunday
Meet at Memorial
Service. Meet in Church

19th November
2nd Sunday
Before Advent

8

Holy
Communion

26th November
Sunday Next
Before Advent.
Christ The King

9.30

3rd December
First Sunday of
Advent

9.30

10.30 Joint All Age Toy Service

Parish
Communion

Parish
Communion

5pm

Joint Choral Evensong

8

Holy Communion

11

Parish Communion * *

10.45 Sunday Club *
11
Parish Communion * *
Preacher: Peter Slot

* In the Hamilton Room
* * Coffee, tea and soft drinks served in church after these services. Even if you are
just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together

5
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SUDOKUS

FAMILY TOY SERVICE 17TH NOVEMBER 2017
A discussion of Christmas presents in November a week before the preparation
period of Advent seems unnecessarily premature. However, the purpose of the
‘Christmas’ Toy service is to provide Welcare with enough suitable toys for families
in their care, who are unable to afford that special Christmas gift for their children.
By donating gifts of suitable, sturdy and interesting toys for 0 to 7 year old children
we, as a congregation, can support Welcare’s project to arrange a ‘shop’ where
parents can choose a special present for young children who might otherwise go
without.
These toys will be offered up and blessed at the service on 17th November and then
transported to Welcare premises to furnish the special Christmas shop. It is hard to
take in that there are families of this level of poverty living so near by who will be
able to enjoy a better Christmas thanks to Welcare’s work. Please come if you can
and participate in the Toy
service, perhaps even before
you hit the Christmas rush
yourselves.
Children, when you are out
shopping with Mum or Dad
perhaps you could choose a
‘good’ toy that you think
would be fun for other
children and buy it for the
service. Some of the families
have teenage siblings and any
gifts of nice smellies are also
welcomed.
Should you not be able to
come to the service gifts can
be given to Carol Coslett, the
Churchwardens or Anne
Forrest.
Thank you for your thought
and care.
Anne C. Forrest

First a medium one. Solution on page 33
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3
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South is on lead in a ♠
contract. How can
N/S make all 6 tricks
against any defence?

9

8

6

7

WEST
♠ Q6
♥ 654
♦ 3
♣ -

3
2

5

9

8

1

4

2
5

3

7

9
2

6
7

9

4

NORTH
♠ A 10 4
♥ A87
♦ EAST
♣ ♠ J87
♥ Q3
SOUTH ♦ A
♠ K93
♣ ♥ 2
♦ 5
Solution
♣ A
on p. 33

Signs found outside churches:
Church car park sign...FOR
MEMBERS ONLY. Trespassers
will be baptised!!

And now a harder one. Solution next month
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No God - No Peace. Know God Know Peace.
Free Trip to heaven. Details
Inside!

7

8
6

BRIDGE

6
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Searching for a new look? Have
your faith lifted here!
Outside one church is a picture of
two hands holding stone tablets
on which the 10 Commandments
are inscribed. A headline reads:
‘For fast relief, take two tablets.’
Come in and pray today. Beat the
Christmas rush!
November 2017

PET SERVICE
On Sunday 15th October St. Mary’s Buckland held what I believe to be their first
ever Pet Service.

CROSSWORD Solution on page 32

The church began to fill and dogs of
all shapes and sizes descended on
Buckland, all to be included in our
worship and to be blessed. As dogs
are such a big part of the lives of
many of us, it was considered a great
idea of Carols to include them in this
service. Some children who do not
have pets of their own brought toy
dogs, hamsters and even a racoon!
To be blessed.

ACROSS
1 He was replaced as king of Judah
by his uncle Mattaniah (2 Kings
24:17) (10)
7 ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus... who
for the joy set before him — the
cross’ (Hebrews 12:2) (7)
8 Relieved (5)
10 Impetuous (Acts 19:36) (4)
11 Surprised and alarmed (Luke
24:37) (8)
13 ‘It is — for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for the rich
to enter the kingdom of God’ (Mark
10:25) (6)
15 Directions for the conduct of a
church service (6)
17 One of the acts of the sinful nature
(Galatians 5:19) (8)
18 and 20 Down ‘She began to wet his —
with her tears. Then she wiped them with
her — ’ (Luke 7:38) (4,4)
21 ‘We will all be changed, in a flash, in
the twinkling of an — , — the last
trumpet’ (1 Corinthians 15:51–52) (3,2)
22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am — — go
with you to prison and to death”’ (Luke
22:33) (5,2)
23 Third person of the Trinity (2
Corinthians 13:14) (4,6)
Down
1 He betrayed Jesus (Matthew 27:3) (5)
2 Paul’s assurance to the Philippian
jailer: ‘Don’t — yourself! We are all
here!’ (Acts 16:28) (4)

Martin, Tom and Barbara were our
musical accompanists, which as
always, was delightful.

3 ‘Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this — the whole —
of man’ (Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4)
4 The sort of giver God loves (2
Corinthians 9:7) (8)
5 Sun rail (anag.) (7)
6 Naboth, the ill-fated vineyard owner,
was one (1 Kings 21:1) (10)
9 Paul said of young widows, ‘When
their sensual desires overcome their — to
Christ, they want to marry’ (1 Timothy
5:11) (10)
12 This was how Joseph of Arimathea
practised his discipleship ‘because he
feared the Jews’ (John 19:38) (8)
14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7)
16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) (4,2)
19 Where Joseph and Mary escaped to
with the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:14) (5)
20 See 18 Across
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But the star of the service was Icarus,
a wonderful help dog supplied and
trained by Canine Partners. Icarus
brought his owners with him Ilene
and John Reynolds. Ilene has a
severe disability and she explained to us just how wonderful Ithaca is and how
having him to help her has completely changed her life. She demonstrated how
Icarus helps her take her jacket off, he undid the zipper then pulled the sleeves of the
jacket very carefully until the jacket was off. He then undid her shoes and took them
off and then her socks. When Ilene asked him to get her stick and then her hand bag
he did and he also searched in her bag for Ilene’s inhaler when she asked him to
finds it for her. She tells us that he can unload the tumble dryer and can even find her
glasses (oh boy… do I need a dog that does that) and he does a hundred other jobs
for her when they are out and about. He was the most beautiful, calm, obedient dog
and was obviously very fond of Ilene as she certainly was of him. These dogs are
quite amazing and the training they are given must take years and lots of patience. If
anyone is interested in supporting Canine Partners see www.caninepartners.co.uk
The service was lively and most enjoyable. All the dogs behaved very well and
seemed to enjoy the atmosphere. Hopefully there will be more Pet Services in
our two churches in the future.
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Join us for a Betchworth &

Buckland Joint All Age Toy Service

At 10.30 am on Sunday 19th November
at St Michaels Betchworth in aid of

Donated toys and books for ages 0–7 years will be warmly welcomed.

THE REAL ADVENT CALENDAR 2017 £3.99
We are delighted to introduce our 2017 Advent calendar. This is a completely fresh
design with a line from the Christmas story behind every door and a Christmas storyactivity book free with every calendar. This year the calendar comes foiled for
freshness.
Meaningful Features
 A free 24 page Christmas story activity book with a page for every day in Advent
 A charitable donation from every sale to help
equip a clinic in Kenya
 25 Festive Fairtrade chocolates from our
improved blend
 A line from the Christmas story behind each of
the 25 windows
 Foiled for freshness and security of packaging
 Palm oil free
 Recyclable box and tray
 Made, designed and produced
in the UK
The Real Advent Calendar is a great way to share and celebrate the true meaning of
Christmas so that Christ is not written out of Christmas. Also it is a fun way for
parents, grandparents and Godparents to share the Christmas story.
Available from Church, Christian Bookstalls, Betchworth Post office, online at
Traidcraft and www.meaningfulchocolate.co.uk and some Tesco stores.
FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE www.realadvent.co.uk
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MUSIC IN DORKING
4th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church, free, 01306 884229
4th at 7.30, Ukulele Orchestra at Dorking Halls, £26.50,  01306 881717
4th at 7.30, Surrey Phil. Orch. at Christ Church, Leatherhead, £14,  01372 275907
5th at 8.00, Fisherman’s Friends at Dorking Halls, £24.50,  01306 881717
7th 14th 21st 28th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth golf club,  07415 815784
11th at 7.30, Dorking Philharmonia at St Paul’s church, £12,  01306 730640
11th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s church, £15,  01306 881821
12th at 4.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717
18th at 7.30, Dorking Choral Society at St Martin’s church, £16,  07847 477052
18th at 7.30, viola and piano recital at Dorking Halls, £20,  01306 740619
20th at 7.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717
21st at 7.30, Russian National Ballet at Dorking Halls, £23.50,  01306 881717
Dorking Choral Society presents a major concert this month with a performance of
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio. This is a magnificent work, consisting
of six cantatas which Bach wrote for performance during the
Christmas season in Leipzig in 1734. The choir will be joined by
four excellent soloists and supported by the International Baroque
Players, all under the baton of the choir’s outstanding conductor
Richard Wilberforce. Brockham Choral Society’s concert will focus
on French music, and it will feature Duruflé’s lovely Requiem as well as some of his
motets.
Dorking Philharmonia’s concert includes Schumann’s piano
concerto, Mendelssohn’s Italian symphony and Beethoven’s
Coriolan overture. Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra, performing
in Leatherhead, will also play the Italian symphony; their
programme will include music by Bach and Cimarosa plus a
concerto for two bassoons by Vanhal.
Dorking Concertgoers present a recital for viola and piano, given by Sarah-Jane
Bradley and John Lenehan. As well as sonatas by Handel, Brahms and
Rachmaninov, there will be music from Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet. There will
also be a rare chance to hear Vaughan Williams’ Romance for viola and piano, a
piece that was only discovered after the composer’s death.
Dorking Halls also presents the Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain, Fisherman’s
Friends with their shanty-style choral singing, and the Russian National Ballet with a
performance of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker.
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FROM THE REGISTERS:

PEBBLECOMBE W.I. AT BETCHWORTH
A full moon and deep shadows added a
chill to the gruesome stories of historic
crimes told by retired police inspector
Bob Bartlett at our October Meeting.
Crime has always been with us and Mr.
Bartlett took us back to the days when the
Parish Constable was appointed to the
unpopular job of dealing with local
upsets. There was no police force: the
Old Bailey began in 1674 and was the
court for the Surrey area. Thieves were
branded or hanged for burglary but, if
pregnant, women escaped the death
penalty. Records show
that five prisoners were
executed in 1676. Vicars,
who held guns for defence
because they had valuable
church items, were
targeted and their
womenfolk attacked and
raped. At West Molesey
the vicar was murdered. A
member of the gang responsible
“peached” and so was freed, but later
killed a man and was hanged. Crime
was rife in the 1780s and early 1800s and
there was no work. Wellington’s troops
had been disbanded and roamed the
streets while rural gypsies and travellers
were much feared.

Isaac was the captain of a Surrey gang,
the Isaac Brothers, which came together
to commit a crime and would then
disperse and live on various areas of
common land, including Betchworth.
Members could not refuse to take part in
a crime, or leave, but would be shot if
they did. They would even attack the
poorest, such as farm workers, taking
their food and clothes. The police
showed great bravery in catching the
gang, who were transported to Australia.
In the 1800s 96% per cent of all people
sentenced to hang were not,
but instead were transported
to the colonies. In the 13th
century an average of
twenty people were
murdered in rural areas and
nine per 100,000 in the
nineteenth century.
Population had trebled by
1850, rising to 32.5 million
in 1901: more people meant poverty and
increased crime.
Mr. Bartlett’s wide ranging talk gave an
insight into the dark side of rural crime in
past times.

Current activities included a trip to
Bookham Grange, where a cream tea and
In London the Bow Street Runners were a tour of the workshops was much
set up to patrol the streets and in 1829 the enjoyed. Future plans include our own
London police force was formed.
version off an alternative Christmas tree
Eventually each town had a small police as part of the December festival. Our
force and the role of Parish Constable
next meeting is the AGM, 7.45pm at the
faded away. In 1851 the Surrey
Hamilton Room, Betchworth, on
Constabulary was set up following the
Thursday 2nd November.
murder of the vicar at Molesey. John
Pam Patch
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BAPTISMS
1st October

WEDDINGS
21st October

FUNERALS AND BURIALS
10th October

NOV 2017

Laurence Glen Wallis Arnold.
St Michaels. Photo shows
Laurence with parents David
and Katrina who recently
moved into Sycamore Cottage.
David Capper and Holly
Needler. St Michaels.
Patricia Ann Kimber, formerly of Broome Park, who
died on 21st September aged 78. Service in St. Michaels
followed by burial in Burial Ground.

November Diary
Thur 2nd
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Mon 6th

Saint Illtud
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BBCS concert
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Wed 8th to Sat 11th, 7.30pm, and
matinee at 12.30pm on 11th

BODS “Patience” production

25

Thur 9th

Winter Lunch in Reading Room
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Drop-in teas at Hamilton Room
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Bridge lunch
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APPEAL FOR ANIMALS

WINTER LUNCHES



The next lunch will be held in the Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland,
at 12 noon on Thursday, 9th November. All are welcome. For further
information please contact Carol Leeds on  247399 or Liz Vahey on
 221444.
C.L.

THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S

We are a local group based in Buckland and Brockham trying to help
animals and animal charities. We are currently appealing for items
suitable for sale at Christmas Fairs and for use on tombola stalls, e.g.
decorations, unwanted gifts, toiletries, bottles, jewellery, etc. They
will go to Friends of the Strays of Greece and Paws2 Rescue, both
English charities. Both are small charities run entirely by volunteers
who work tirelessly for abused animals in Greece and Romania.
We also collect dog coats, collars and leads, non feather duvets, duvet
covers, curtains, plastic dog beds, cat carriers, towels and other animal
related items. Winter is a particularly hard time for the animals in these
countries so we are grateful for anything you are able to donate.
Please ring Peggy on  842547 or 07880 911461 if you have
something which you think might be suitable. Thank you very much.

The Friends of St Mary’s are seeking to appoint one
or more new members to the Committee, which is a
sub-committee of the Parochial Church Council.
The object of the Friends is to help maintain the
fabric and structure of St. Mary’s, an important focal
point at the centre of Buckland and a listed building
with 1,000 years of history. To be a member of the
Committee it is not necessary to be a churchgoer:
anyone with an interest in helping to maintain this
important building in the village would be most welcome.

SURREY HILLS TALK
Andrew Wright, Countryside Manager of the National Trust’s Surrey Hills area,
delivered a fascinating talk in the Reading Room at the Betchworth & Buckland
Society’s Autumn Lecture on 13th October.

If this is of interest to you, or you would like more information, please contact one of
the officers (eg Richard Wheen, Secretary,  842082, rwheen@hotmail.com).

Andrew explained how critical different grass types were for successful grazing,
sheep and cattle being quite different, how much detailed effort went into the design
of cattle grids so that noise and vibration was reduced, and how the Trust had
designed a buried cable so that cattle would not stray across a defined boundary line.
Many thanks for an illuminating evening. Thirty five people attended and a
collection raised £104.00 for the National Trust.

HARVEST LUNCH
On Sunday 24th September, 40 parishioners and guests sat down to a hearty lunch in
the Reading Room after the usual morning service in a wonderfully decorated
Church. The rich Autumn colours abounded there together with varied offerings to
be distributed later. Shepherd’s Pie followed by various sweets provided by village
worthies was the order of the day. Richard Wheen and his talented pianist son
Christopher provided the in-house entertainment. A lovely mixture of classic and
light-hearted music and song.

The tragedy of war is that it uses man’s best to do man’s worst. - Anon
Mankind must put an end to war, or war will put an end to mankind.
John F. Kennedy



In war, whichever side may call itself the victor, there are no winners, but all are
losers.
Neville Chamberlain

The date has already been set for Harvest Lunch 2018, 7th October.
Please note your diaries!
C.L.
10
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With Remembrance in mind, here are some observations on war…

Let men who delight in the cruelties of war remember that their day is coming.
Louis Mumford
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CELEBRITY ORGAN RECITAL
An outstanding recital on the new Keith Tickell organ
was given on Saturday 23rd September by Stephen
Disley, Sub-Organist of Southwark Cathedral. The
programme ranged from the 16th to the 20th century,
with music by Praetorius (1571-1621) through to Philip
Moore (b.1943), and including well known composers
such as J. S. Bach and Dvořák.
This made for well-balanced programme of familiar and
lesser known pieces that showed how versatile this
organ can be in the hands (and feet!) of a master
organist such as Stephen. He started off with the
Fanfare and Chorale by William Mathias (a name
surely most Anglican congregations know!), which
showed off the brilliant sounds of the reeds stops (the
brass to you and me). This was followed by Jeanne Joulian’s In Memoriam and, later
in the programme, Thalben-Ball’s Elegy both using a variety of softer stops in
contrast.
The inclusion of the substantial Fantasia (Pièce d’Orgue) made a concession to more
traditional organ buffs while an interesting arrangement of the Largo from Dvorak’s
New World Symphony brought home once more how this organ can cope with quite
different styles of music.
The recital was brought to a brilliant conclusion by Variations de Concert by Joseph
Bonnet where at the end, in a virtuoso pedal part, four notes are required to be played
by two feet at the same time!
For an encore Stephen played the delightful Will o’the Wisp, a Scherzo-Toccatina by
the American composer Gordon Bach Nevin, a piece that guarantees to send an
audience out with a smile!
This was a recital not to be missed and which demonstrated once again, as Canon
Coslett said when thanking Stephen, that this organ is not here just for services but
for other events during the week by a range of groups creating a hub for people in the
community.
Christopher Slater
* Photograph by Terrence Hancock

New Shopping Routes for Mole Valley Community Transport
Pilot scheme introduced on
Monday 2nd October 2017 for six months (till April 2018)
Call  01372 383333 to book your place.

‘THE SHOPPA’ BUS ROUTE

MONDAY

To: MONDAY LUNCH CLUB*
Destinations to Garden Centres, Tea Rooms, Pubs,
Cafés, etc.
Pick-ups from 11am Returning at 2pm
* subject to regular location change: ask when booking.

TUESDAY

To: DORKING SAINSBURYS, WAITROSE AND M&S
Picking up from North Holmwood, Westcott, and
local Dorking area
Pick-ups from 10am Returning at 12.15pm

WEDNESDAY

To: TESCO SUPERSTORE, HOOKWOOD
Picking up from Buckland, Betchworth, Brockham, Strood
Green, Leigh and Charlwood
Pick-ups from 10.30am Returning at 1.30pm

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

To: LEATHERHEAD (Market Day)
Picking up from Leigh, Strood Green, Brockham,
Betchworth and Buckland
Pick-ups from 11am Returning at 1pm
To: DORKING SAINSBURYS, WAITROSE AND M&S
Picking up from Newdigate, Leigh, Strood Green,
Brockham, Betchworth and Buckland
Pick-ups from 9.15am. Returning at 12 noon

If there is interest in excursions/day trips we will be happy to arrange them...
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ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP- IN TEAS

BRIDGE LUNCH
Friends of Broome Park are holding another bridge lunch on
Thursday 23rd November at the Village Hall in Betchworth. The
event will start at 10.45 with coffee and biscuits on arrival and the
bridge will start at 11.15. There will be a break for lunch then an
afternoon session. The day is due to end at 15.15 approx. £60 for a
table for four.
If you would like a table/information please email: gdowling@ntlworld.com or
telephone Gill  249654. The tables seem to go very quickly so book early.

Betchworth and Buckland Society

Annual dinner

Friday 24th November 2017
At Reigate Heath Golf Club 7:30 for 8pm.
Members and guests are invited to join us for a convivial evening in the relaxed
surroundings of the club’s reception and dining rooms. This year we will be seated
upstairs in the newly refurbished Somerset Suite.
Cost £32 pp
Booking: please contact Fiona Brindley  841005 or
Email: betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com

BUCKLAND READING ROOM
IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
PARTIES, EVENTS, MEETINGS AND CLUBS
£30 per session (concessionary rates for regular hirers)
For further information see our website at
www.bucklandsurrey.net/local-amenities/buckland-reading-room
For booking enquiries contact us on
Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com (preferred)
or call Stella Cantor on  843335
12
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We are now well into the 2017 round of Drop-In teas with 22nd
November being our sixth anniversary. If you are in Church Street,
Betchworth between 2 and 4pm on the fourth Wednesday of any
month, do drop in to the Hamilton Room for tea and cakes or
biscuits.
Thank you to all helpers and we look forward to seeing you. Contact
Margaret Miller:  842098 or e-mail: jma.miller@btinternet.com for
more information or transport.

Betchworth and Buckland Society
A date for your diary
Christmas Drinks
Sunday 17th December

From 12 noon in Buckland Reading Room
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society present

PATIENCE
by Gilbert and Sullivan, 8th-11th November at 7.30pm (Saturday matinee 2.30pm).
BODS has been entertaining Betchworth and surrounding areas with plays and
musicals since 1936. Join us at the Village Memorial
Hall to enjoy comedy and memorable tunes in our
stylish production of Patience, Gilbert & Sullivan’s
gentle satire on romantic love, military pomposity, and
the pretentiousness of the Victorian aesthetic poets.
Tickets for all performances are £12 adults, or £10 for senior citizens and under 16s.
Phone the box office  760330 to reserve seats for payment on the door, or book
online at bodsweb.com
25
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DORKING MUSEUM IN NOVEMBER
Our current exhibition – ‘Dorking 1917’: The fourth in our popular series of
exhibitions showing what life was like on the Home Front during each year of the
Great War. The exhibition shows 1917 as a time of hardship and tension but with a
lighter side too.
Dorking was deluged with terrified Londoners seeking a
safe haven from the German zeppelin raids. Soon hotels
were full, apartments were fetching premium rates, and
houses for rent were unobtainable. Tensions arose as the
‘invasion’ exacerbated food shortages. With German
submarines targeting merchant shipping bringing food
imports, by March 1917 it was estimated that the country
had only enough food to last 6 weeks.

BELL-RINGING
Extra bell ringing will take place at the church on Saturday 4th
November between 10 am and 12 noon.

BUCKLAND READING ROOM
We are sure you all appreciate the village amenity of the Reading Room. The
building is as quaint as its name but it makes a very useful meeting place for village
activities. Each week the Reading Room hosts eight regular user groups, and we also
provide a popular venue for children’s parties and other private functions, as well as
hosting community and church events.

The exhibition also includes the roll call of local casualties and follows the progress
of the local volunteer ‘territorial’ company from Dorking to India and Mesopotamia
where many succumbed to heatstroke, fever and disease.

Ken Caldwell is the current chairman of the committee which looks after it and he
oversaw the major refurbishment which took place in 2016. This has made it a much
cosier venue with improved heating and décor. He has done this job for seven years
now and feels it is time to pass on the baton at the end of March 2018. He will be
handing it over in very good order after all the work he has put in.

Guided walks: Group bookings are welcome by appointment for walks of historic
Dorking, town centre pub walks and walks on the Deepdene Trail. Check the website
for details, enquiries and group bookings.

The other members of the committee all have their areas of responsibility, but we do
need a Chairman to lead us and in particular to chair the meetings held four times a
year.

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or
 01306 876591.

COULD YOU BE THE NEW CHAIRMAN? If you would like to contribute more
to the village community, this could be the ideal job for you. If you might be
interested, please contact the committee through the bookings secretary:
bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com, or phone  843335.

BROCKHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY – AUTUMN SHOW
Miscellaneous observations on daily life
This year’s show was full: a whopping 117 individual entrants, hundreds of category
entries and dozens of visitors. There was a particularly strong set of entries in the
children’s categories with over 60 entries, co-ordinated in large part by Miss Mackay
at North Downs School. We also had a first entry from the North
Downs Allotment, with a wonderful assortment of vegetables. The
Dahlia categories were strongly contested as was photography and
cookery, with vegetable and fruit entries relatively sparse.
We will be introducing new categories for children’s groups next year, open to
schools, Brownies, cubs etc. All the judges commented on the quality of this year’s
entries.
Jane Siegle
24
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Coffee: starter fluid for the morning impaired.
Hospitality: making your guests feel like they re at home, even if you wish they
were.
How come, no matter what colour bubble bath you use, the bubbles are always
white?
I recently decided to sell my vacuum cleaner - all it was doing was gathering dust.
Seen in a West Country church:
Whenever I see a little church, I always pay a visit.
So when at last I’m carried in, the Lord won’t say ‘Who is it?
13
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Continued from previous page

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL
A particular focus for us at North
Downs this school year is the
development of our outdoor learning
opportunities for all of our
children, and I will continue
to share news and updates in
future months as we work
towards our ‘Learning
Outside the Classroom’
accreditation. As you know,
we already have our
allotment in Brockham village which has
helped us to achieve our Healthy
Schools Silver Award. On receiving our
award the Surrey Healthy Schools
Team commented that it was ‘a wellplanned and exciting project to
promote healthy eating and physical
activity through the adoption of a
school allotment. Your work to include
the whole school community and wider
area across 3 sites is impressive.’
Thank you to all the children, staff and
governors in helping us to achieving this
award.

This is always a busy term preparing
for Christmas and especially so for
FONDS – Friends of North Downs
School (our PTA) who work
tirelessly raising funds to
provide resources for the
school that cannot be met by
our delegated budget. Their
main fundraising event this
term is our Christmas Fair on
1st December from 3.00 to
5.30 p.m. at our Brockham site.
I’d also like to say a big thank you to
the members of FONDS for organising
the ‘Teas on the Green’ in September
when we raised the fantastic sum of
£900. Thank you to everyone who
supported us at that event. Your
support at fundraising events is
important to us and makes such a
difference to all our children.

Jane Douglass, Headteacher,
North Downs Primary School

Children’s exam papers
The real life answers to various exam questions on the following pages explain
why teachers need long holidays…

 What was Sir Walter Raleigh famous for? He is a noted figure in history
because he invented cigarettes and started a craze for bicycles.

14
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world of Autumn with three songs and a poem after which we found ourselves in
Country Gardens kicking “Autumn Leaves” and looking at the light of the Harvest
Moon. Two more clarinet and piano pieces, two songs and a piano solo later we
arrived in Fields of Gold looking at a Rose of England. Finally having Left our
Hearts in an English Garden” we went out into the night to wend our way home. A
most enjoyable evening for which we thank all who took part.
Liz Vahey

AN EVENING OF REMEMBRANCE
A special concert to commemorate the
Armistice of the Great War. St Mark’s
Church, Alma Road, Reigate on 11th
November at 7.30pm.
On Saturday, 11th November, 99 years to the day after the ending of the First World
War, Buckland and Betchworth Choral Society will be presenting a programme of
music specially chosen to reflect on this memorable day in world history.
The centrepiece of the concert will be Gabriel Fauré’s awe-inspiring Mass of the
Dead, his Requiem. Since its first performance in 1888, this work has become a firm
favourite with audiences and choirs alike and regularly features in ‘Hall of Fame’
rankings. BBCS, under its hugely talented conductor Helen Smee, is delighted to
have the opportunity to perform this work on such a poignant occasion.
In the same vein of remembrance and contemplation, the concert will also feature:

Agnus Dei from Karl Jenkins, The Armed Man

Lift Thine Eyes from Mendelssohn’s Elijah

Goodall’s The Lord’s My Shepherd (better known as the theme to BBC’s The
Vicar of Dibley)

Chilcot’s Be Thou My Vision
We are also looking forward to hearing our brilliant accompanist, Anna Tetsuya,
playing Beethoven’s Sonata Pathétique.
Tickets can be purchased through Ticketsource on www.ticketsource.co.uk, from
Buckland Deli, call  842028, or on the door. Tickets for this concert are £15
(Students £7.50: under 12s free). Please join us for a glass of wine during the
interval. www.bbcsinfo.org
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Recent winners are as follows:
21st Sept:
28th Sept:
5th Oct:
12th Oct:
17th Oct:

N/S
E/W
N/S
E/W
N/S
E/W
N/S
E/W
N/S
E/W

In the Middle Ages, bishops were
very important people. They were
not only men of the church but also
involved in running the country.
They lived in great palaces and did
not have much to do with ordinary
people.

Jocelyn Morley & Vanessa Sadler
Pat Davey & John Mitchell
Savas Oratis & Richard Wheen
Joy Davidson & Ruzena Cates
Valerie & Valentine Down
Vanessa Sadler & Jocelyn Morley
Mike Foss & Geoff Woodcock
Pat Davey & John Mitchell
Judith Riiser & Julie Kamieniecka
Lesley Brown & Maggie Richardson

Congratulations to all concerned. We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room
each Thursday and start at 2.15pm, but please arrive and sit down no later than
2.05pm. For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland
Please do not park in front of the village shop or block access to Dungates Lane or to
houses in the area.
Richard Wheen

U3A SINGING FOR PLEASURE GROUP CONCERT
The theme for the concert, on 7th October, was
“Summer into Autumn”, so we found ourselves
packing cases and grabbing sunglasses before
setting off on our Summer Holiday where we
went Sailing - Beyond the Sea. After a piano
solo by Gina Eason, the group director, we went
Around the World to Far Away Places, then
Bound for the Rio Grande via an Island of
Dreams and Bali Ha’I, finally saying Farewell to
Jamaica before being entertained by the Rector
and her father on clarinet and piano. Then off to Paris, Roma, Espana and Wonderful
Copenhagen before picking Tulips from Amsterdam, then home to the sight of the
White Cliffs of Dover.
After a short interval with wine and nibbles we moved into the Bright and Beautiful
Continued on next page
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Bishop Hugh of Lincoln (17th
November) was different. He
became known and loved for his
charity to the poor; he cared for
lepers and even risked his own life
to prevent the killing of Jewish
people during riots.
The Bishop rebuilt Lincoln
Cathedral after it was destroyed
by a great earthquake in 1185, but
to him people were always more
important than all the carved
stones.
If you go to Lincoln, look out for
the pictures of swans because St.
Hugh is usually shown with a swan.
He had a pet swan which guarded
him while he was asleep.

BIBLE Hs
All the answers to this quiz begin
with the letter H. Which ‘H’…
1 Was a son of Noah? (Genesis,
chapter 5)
2 Was David’s first capital? (2
Samuel, chapter 2)
3 Was Herod’s wife? (Matthew,
chapter 14)
4 Did Goliath have that was made
of bronze? (1 Samuel, chapter 17)
5 Was the King of Tyre who sent
cedar wood for the Temple? (1
Kings, chapter 5)
6 Was hung on the willows by the
rivers of Babylon? (Psalm 137)
7 Jesus said the birds have nests
and foxes have these (Luke,
chapter 9)
8 What are pleasant words like?
(Proverbs, chapter 16)
Do you have a hobby?
Yes, I like sitting in the corner
collecting dust.
Answers: 1. Ham 2.Hebron
3. Herodias 4. helmet 5. Hiram
6. harps 7. holes 8. honeycomb

♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB ♦ ♣

 What did Mahatma Gandhi and Genghis Khan have in common?
Unusual names.

 Name one of the early Romans’ greatest achievements.
Learning to speak Latin.
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Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland
21st December: Village Children’s Christmas Party
for the little residents of Betchworth & Buckland
Show, Tea, Disco and Father Christmas
The Reading Room 3.30pm - 5.30pm
Tickets in advance: £7.00 per child, discounts for 2+ children
Please book early as places are limited
Contact Catriona Martin  07710 498 591 catdawes@aol.com
Best suited to 2-9 year olds but all welcome
 Name six animals which live
specifically in the Arctic.

BUCKLAND ONE WORLD GROUP
Jim Docking’s recent talk on Dorking’s lost pubs, in aid of Money for Madagascar,
was based on his researches for Dorking Museum with the aim to have the results
published. The story of Dorking Pubs, published by The Cockerel Press under the
title Time Gentlemen, Please, is available at Dorking Museum and Waterstones.
Jim Docking’s talk was most interesting. It made me want to look at Dorking again.
I must look out for the original carved wooden bells when I next pass the timberframed early or mid-Georgian building, once known as The Bell Inn, 57 West Street.
It had been a home once, dating back to 1427, became a pub a hundred years later,
was used as a brewery but had to be closed due to a lack of health & safety
standards.
I was fascinated to hear of desperate local events of days gone by, petty thieving
from guests at lodging houses. Four months’ hard labour for stealing some clothes in
1846!
The Buckland One World Group began in 1979 with the purpose of supporting the
charity ‘Money for Madagascar’. The charity not only aims to respond to
emergencies but to reduce the gap between rich and poor. £200 was raised that
evening, thanks to local support.

Two polar bears. Four seals.

 Assess Fashion House plc’s
choice to locate its factory
near Birmingham. Is
Birmingham the right location
for this type of business?
 No. People from Birmingham

Meike Laurenson

THE ANCESTRY ROAD SHOW
Thursday, 18th January, 2018, 6.45pm at Betchworth Village Hall. An evening of
discovering how to trace your family tree with help and guidance from experienced
genealogists, over supper and wine.

aren’t very fashionable.

 How does Romeo’s character
develop throughout the play?

DNA Detective, Julia Bell, will be on hand to advise. Do you have an unknown
parentage mystery in your family? Did you know, now, thanks to the power of
DNA, these can be solved without any useable data of any kind?
www.juliabelldna.co.uk

It doesn’t, it’s just self, self,
self, all the way through.

 What is the meaning of the
word varicose? Close by.

More details in December magazine. Contact Joan Bird, joan@tennislight.com
Mobile  0771 866817 or  01737 845989

 What is a fibula? A little lie.
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The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
No, I do not think it would be a good idea for us to correspond by your wretched
‘e-mail’ in future – as I am sure you know I do not possess an e-mail apparatus. At
St. James the Least, we may well be poised to make the great leap forward into the
next century, but when we do so, we shall leap forward into the nineteenth; it will
be enough for future generations to give consideration to progression towards the
twentieth. Beyond that does not bear speculation.
Pen and ink has been the medium of choice for generations of clergy, as they
should be for you too. St. Paul, may I remind you, did not send a What’s App to
the Corinthians - and was even proud to mention that part of his letter was written
by his own hand. And while I am on the subject, it would greatly please me if you
stopped using ball-point pens; they may be suitable for tradesmen, but not for a
Clerk in Holy Orders. Do get yourself a good fountain pen and some permanent
blue-black ink. Beware of parishioners who write to you in green ink; it is a sure
sign they are unbalanced.
Modern technology may well have a place in the commercial world, but it should
not impinge on the life of the Church. Your photocopied monthly magazine
admittedly looks rather grand, but it needs a smudged, cyclostyled edition to reassure readers that this is a truly Anglican production. The sight of Miss
Pemberton thumping out those stencils on her grandfather’s typewriter, which he
used during the Crimean campaign, running off the copies and emerging hours
later liberally covered in black ink gives a re-assuring sense of continuity with the
past. Seeing her days later at church, still stained with printers’ ink, makes those
parishioners who don’t know the real reason, speculate on whether she is
moonlighting as a chimney sweep.
When Jesus taught His disciples, did He have to wait until they could record Him
on their smartphones? When He told them where they were to go, did they get out
their electronic diaries to see if they had a ‘window’ that day? Or google ‘maps’ to
make sure He knew the quickest way there? When St. Paul wanted to check on the
well-being of the Thessalonians, did he think of texting them? I rest my case.
Your loving uncle,

Not many people have heard of Illtud, but perhaps we should make
him the patron saint of all Christian NGOs (Non-Government
Organisations) who work in emergency and famine relief.
Illtud did not set out to be an action hero – he was a gentle and learned abbot
heading up a monastery in Glamorgan. Illtud spent his days reading the
Scriptures and philosophy. Yet the year that famine struck the coast of Brittany,
Illtud put down his parchments and became a man of action.
Illtud issued what must have been one of the earliest ‘emergency relief appeals’,
and was able to collect a great deal of corn. Illtud loaded this corn onto several
small ships, and set off across the perilous Channel in order to save the people of
Brittany. Perhaps he had in mind the words of Christ: “I was hungry and you
fed me...” (Matthew 25:35)
Certainly, the people of Brittany never forgot Illtud’s kindness towards them:
even today some Breton churches and villages bear his name. Many churches in
Wales are also dedicated to this compassionate man.

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO
Actually, the above heading is misleading, as there does not appear to have been a
magazine in November 1967. This could well have been because there was an
interregnum at the time, awaiting the arrival of The Rev. Robert Stephens.
While on the subject of old Buckland Parish Magazines, if you have any of these,
please do not throw them away as our collection of Magazines is incomplete and it
would be great to be able to complete the set.
Also, to repeat last month’s request, if you borrowed Volume 6 of the bound
magazines (1966-1968), please would you return it to the church (or the editor). No
questions asked.

Eustace
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NOVEMBER GARDEN NOTES

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

A few recommendations this month for your garden to be ready for frosts and wintry
conditions ahead:

5th November is this year’s International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church
(IDOP). It is a ‘day’ when Christians around the world are being asked to join in
prayer for their suffering brothers and sisters in Christ. Here are just some examples
of what Christians are facing:



Drain down all hoses and tap attachments and move to the protection of a
shed or garage.



Wash down greenhouses and remove all dead foliage from difficult-to-reach
corners. Whilst a pile of leaves can be a haven for wildlife outside, it’s best
not to encourage unwanted pests where you will be growing small plants.



Be ready with fleece for tender plants which cannot be moved. Use
greenhouses and cold frames to overwinter smaller vulnerable plants. Be sure
to open doors and vents regularly to help prevent fungal problems.



Clean off all tools. Remove mud from spades, trowels and forks, and store
dry. Linseed oil will help to protect wooden shafts. Remove sap from pruners
and loppers, and spray with WD40 to add protection from rust.



Drain down mowers and power tools. From personal experience, fuel can
deteriorate during the winter leading to a frustrating failure to start in the
spring. Fuel additives can also help to prevent this.



Wash out bird feeders and baths to help prevent disease. Be prepared for extra
feeding in frosty conditions and when all the berries have been eaten!



Slippery paths can be dangerous. Treat regularly with Jeyes fluid or Algon to
keep away algae and slime.

It’s now an ideal time to plant trees, fruit bushes and bare-rooted hedging plants. Dig
over and prepare the soil well to give them the best possible start.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries

 Why would living close to a mobile phone mast cause ill health? You might
walk into it.
 What is a vibration? There are good vibrations and bad vibrations. Good
vibrations were discovered in the 1960s.
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India: In late September, a church in the southern state of Karnataka was broken
into and items inside, including Bibles, were set on fire. “By the time I reached [the
church], everything had turned to ashes,” said Pastor Vaddar Nagaraja. As well as
Bibles and Christian literature, the furniture and the church’s P.A. system were set
ablaze. (Barnabas Fund: https://barnabasfund.org/)
Nigeria: Hundreds of Christians have been killed by Fulani militia in central
Nigeria. Men, women and children are being murdered, their land taken away and
their homes destroyed. These Internally Displaced Persons then flee to a number of
camps, where life is very harsh, and disease rampant. (Christian Solidarity
Worldwide: http://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm)
China: Chinese authorities in several provinces have banned children from
attending church. Recently more than 100 churches in Zhejiang province were
notified that minors would not be permitted to participate in religious activities,
including Sunday School or summer camps, even if accompanying their parents.
Meanwhile, all the activities of believers who are part of China’s flourishing “house
church” movement are already illegal. (Barnabas Fund: https://barnabasfund.org/)
Kenya: Four gunmen attacked St Paul’s Anglican Church in Ukunda, south-east
Kenya, while a service was taking place. Just as the pastor was about to begin his
sermon, gunshots were heard outside. Two policemen were killed. It has been
suggested that militants from the Somali-based terror group Al Shabaab were behind
the attack. Barnabas Fund: https://barnabasfund.org/
Sudan: In a recent open letter to the United Nations, the international organisation
Human Rights Watch (HRW) highlighted the ongoing persecution and suffering of
Christians in (north) Sudan. The letter stated: “The [Sudanese] government
continues to restrict freedom of religion and belief. In early 2017, officials in
Khartoum announced they would demolish at least 27 churches within Khartoum.
In May the Sudanese Church of Christ building in Soba Aradi was demolished
without notice by security officials. …. Officials have also prohibited
construction of new churches.”
On 5th November, please pray for these suffering Christians, and millions like
them.
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