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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

01372 802602 

 842302 
842302 

248909 

07701 347351 

842082 
842082 

842082 

843297 

844267 

Monday 1 - 4pm Art Group David Burrells 

 4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows Jane Stewart 
 5.30 - 7pm Brownies Jane Stewart 

1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing Meike Laurenson 

Tuesday 10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots Toddlers Debbie Jones 

 2 - 5.15pm Tues. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  
Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class Richard Wheen 

Thursday 2 - 5.45pm Thur. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  

 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Tilly Mitchell 

2nd Saturday  1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild Karen Hoad  

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS 

Carole Evans 

David Sayce    
Mandy Creasey  

Iain Laurenson    

Pam Patch    

Derek Holgate     
Jane Siegle      

 

Jean Cooke     

Ianthe Cox     
Sheena Boyce   

Emma Gallagher     

Margaret Miller 

Catriona Martin  
Jane Stewart 

Jane Douglass  

Dr Jim Docking  

Ken Caldwell  
John Maud 

Liz Vahey 

Julian Steed  

Sheila Dyer  
 

Rhona Hill  

Arts Society, Betchworth 

Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 

Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 

Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 

British Legion 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society 

Brockham Surgery/Chemist 

Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary) 

Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 
Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 

Buckland Village Shop  

Children’s Society 

Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland  
Girl Guides contact 

North Downs Primary School 

One World Group 

Reading Room - Chairman 
 - Treasurer 

 - Secretary 

Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 

St. Catherine’s Hospice 
Surrey Police - non-urgent 

Women’s Institute   

01372 452563 

242776 
843610 

  248909 

   844138 

   842654 
        844496         

843259/842175 

 245161 

    843105 
448023   

 845999 

 842098 

07710 498591 
842302 

843211 

843260 

843893 
843530 

221444 

842220 

842046 
101 

843044 

To book the Reading Room, email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com  

(preferred) or phone Stella Cantor on  843335 
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND 

Rector The Revd. Canon Carol Coslett, The Rectory, Old Reigate Road, 

Betchworth RH3 7DE (842102).  E-mail: ccoslett@btinternet.com 

Priest in 

Retirement 

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane, 

Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com 

Reader His Honour Peter Slot, The Red House, Old Reigate Road, 

Betchworth RH3 7DR (842010).  Email: tarq1840@aol.com 

Church- 

wardens 

 

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)  

(+ Bell Captain).  Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG 

(221444) (+ electoral register).  Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com  

Parish 

Admin. 

Christine Deards, Reading Room, Buckland (845935).   

Email: officerectory@btinternet.com 

Hon.  

Treasurer 

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 

(841058).  Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com  

Hon. Sec. Mrs Rosey Davy.  Email: roseydavy@gmail.com 

Organist  Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT 

(241355).  Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).  

Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  

Junior 

Church Reps 

Amy Jago  (07971 085134). Email: amy.k.jago@gmail.com. And  

Sarah Munro (07771 427378). Email: sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk  

Magazine 

 - Editor  

Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH 

(842082).  Email: rwheen@hotmail.com 

- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).  

Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com 

 - Advertising  Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 

(845298).  Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com 

Church  

Rotas    

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613).  Flowers: Jean Cooke  (245161).  

Other: Philip Haynes (842613) 

Churchyard  

Rose Beds 

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).   

Email: everettleeds@gmail.com 

Friends of St. 

Mary’s 

Roger Daniell, Chairman.  Richard Wheen, secretary; details as 

above 
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Articles for the January 2018 issue must be with the editor by Sunday 17th 

December, please.  Please send editable versions of articles: we 
cannot accept PDFs, JPGs etc.  If possible, please send graphics in 

black and white or grayscale.  The editor reserves the right to shorten 

or omit articles submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to 

publish them the following month.  No acknowledgement of items 
for the magazine will be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).   

 

Editorial  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not 

necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 
 

Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains 

personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the 

magazine.  In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such 
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website, 

www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net.  Please let the editor know if any of the 

information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs 

to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the 
magazine.  Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on 

the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor. 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   
 

Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 

households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  It straddles the 

A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway.  The parish registers date back to 1560, 

and the first recorded vicar to 1308.  The present church is thought to have been built 

in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860.  The church has six bells, still 
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire.  Some of the windows date from the 

14th and 15th centuries.  The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from an 

enemy bomb in 1941.  The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate 

pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.  
The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the 

West end of the church. 

  

Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher 
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark). 
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Date Flowers Reader/Lesson  Sidesman/Procession  

3rd Dec. A 

  D 

    V 

      E 

        N 

          T 

Melvin Hughes 

Isaiah 64: 1-9 

9.30 Philip Haynes 

Sue Haynes, Keith 
Billington & David Sayce 

10th Dec. Trevor Cooke 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

9.30 Rosey Davy 

Trevor & Jean Cooke and 
Jane England 

17th Dec. Isaiah 61: 

1-4, 8-11 

8 Jean Cooke 

20th Dec.  7pm t.b.a. 

24th Dec. Philip Haynes 

Isaiah 9: 2-7 

10.30 

 
 

4pm 

Philip Haynes 

Pat Evans, Sue Haynes, 
Tricia Hawke 

Liz Vahey/Jane England 

 

 

Jean 

 

 

 

 

Cooke   

CHRIST-
MAS DAY 

Titus 3, 4-7 8 Liz Vahey 

31st Dec. Tom Briscombe 

Isaiah: 61.10-62.3 

10.30 Pat Evans 

David & Sally Sayce and 
Caroline Gale 

THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S  

  

The Friends of St Mary’s are seeking to appoint new members 

to the Committee.  The object of the Friends is to help maintain 
the fabric and structure of St. Mary’s, an important focal point 

at the centre of Buckland and a listed building with 1,000 years 

of history.  To be on the Committee it is not necessary to be a 

churchgoer: anyone with an interest in helping to maintain this 
important building in the village would be most welcome.  

 

If this is of interest to you, or you would like more information, please contact one of 

the officers (eg Richard Wheen, Secretary,  842082, rwheen@hotmail.com).   
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                      Girls and boys leave your toys, 

       make no noise,  

                              Kneel at his crib and worship him. 

                           Hallelujah the church bells ring 

                   Hallelujah the angels sing,  

                    Hallelujah from Everything 

                 All must draw near! Zing!  

 

Words from a Czech folk carol called the Zither Carol, arranged by Malcolm 

Sargent.  I remember first as a young chorister learning to sing this carol for the first 
time and was delighted that I was chosen to sing the underneath part which consisted 

of a series of “Zings”, rather like a Zither.. it was such fun. I have subsequently 

taught the carol to many other groups of children and all receive it with the same joy!  

 
We are in the season of preparing many carols to sing and perform at numerous 

concerts, services, nativity plays.  If you have a young family you will, no doubt, 

attend the Christmas School Show, or the school carol service, then there are the 

choral society concerts, the carol singing around the villages, the Christingle and 
Crib services, and  the “pièce de résistance”  in the Festival of Nine Lessons and 

Carols in both our churches. 

 

It is a wonderful time to celebrate and make music, and we do so in the knowledge 
that every performance, every carol sung, will play an important part in telling the 

story of this great moment in time.  

 

And what a story it is… A young girl Mary is asked by an angel to become the 
mother of God’s son.  She pauses for a moment, ponders the fearful and 

unpredictable possibilities of this request and says yes.  Joseph could divorce her, but 

instead he stands by her, listening to the word of God in his heart.  The couple travel 

to Bethlehem for the census, but one by one the doors are closed in the family’s face, 
a first example of all the other doors that will close for Jesus in the future.  But 

among the very poor and those who know they need God—what the Bible calls ‘the 

poor in Spirit’- Jesus finds a home, he is born in a stable.  He is visited by shepherds 
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and wise men from afar.  A bright star rests upon the stable and we as ‘girls and 

boys’ are welcomed to kneel at the crib and worship him.  
 

Seeing the nativity scene offers us another challenge: to see it 

through the eyes of a child is to realise that the ones on the edge are 

always the heroes of the Bible.  Leaving our toys, the hustle and 
bustle of our frenzied Christmas preparations, we can come closest 

to the Christmas truth.  For God is among us and working through 

us if we will only draw near!  Zing!    

 
May God bless you all this Christmastide and always!            

Carol       

PASTURES NEW FOR OUR RECTOR, CAROL 
 

On 23rd October our Rector, the Rev Canon Carol Coslett, announced that she has 

been appointed as the next Archdeacon of Chesterfield, in the Diocese of Derby.  

This is a very exciting appointment for Carol, a challenge that will match her energy 
and flair and her capacity for hard work.  Her new ‘patch’ has a number of unique 

features – a crooked spire and the Chatsworth Estate to name but two.   

 

Carol has just completed 10 years with us, and will leave a considerable gap in our 
lives.  As well as serving Betchworth and Buckland as parish priest since October 

2007, she has also served as Assistant Area Dean for Reigate Deanery, and as Faith 

in the Countryside Officer for Southwark, Guildford, Chichester and Canterbury 

Dioceses since 2011.  In 2016 she was made a Canon of Southwark Cathedral.  Her 
secondment in 2014-15 to the Team Ministry of Merstham showed her capacity for 

fostering development and moving a parish on in mission. For much of her time with 

us she has chaired the Upper Mole Group of parishes and established relationships 

and links with our sister churches. Our sincere congratulations go to Carol in her new 
post, one so well suited to her gifts and energy.  We wish Carol, Martin, David and 

Clara happiness and blessings in their new home. 

 

As Churchwardens of St Mary’s and St Michael’s, we would like to pay tribute to all 
that Carol has achieved in the ten years that she has been our parish priest.  Though it 

is impossible to cover everything she has accomplished, she has tackled with energy 

the planned changes in St Michael’s, with the new organ, multi-purpose vestry, and 

WC, and sought to make St Mary’s a more flexible space; her vision has shaped what 
we have been able to do in these transformed spaces.  Her emphasis on mission in 

our communities through our Mission Action Plans has resulted in new activities and 

perspectives, such as our Drop-in Teas, Contemplative Prayer Group, Messy Church 

sessions, and Sunday Club.  Her musical background has supported and encouraged 
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SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES 

     This month’s medium  SUDOKU                     Last month’s harder SUDOKU 

BRIDGE 
 

North leads a small ♥.  If East plays his ♥A on this he immediately 

sets up two ♥ tricks for North/South, in addition to the ♠A and the two 
♦ tricks, so he must play low.  South wins with ♥K and cashes ♦A and 

♦3, on which North discards a ♥.  On the second ♦ East must come 

down to his ♥A in order to keep his ♠ guard, and he is now thrown in 

with ♥A and forced to lead a ♠ into North’s tenace. 

CROSSWORD 
 

ACROSS: 1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom. 8, Incas. 10, Roes.  

11, Captured. 13, Fright. 15, Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb.  

21, Sonar. 22, Amazing. 23, Settlement. 

  
DOWN: 1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah. 4, Abiathar. 5, Lucerne.  

6, Sacrifices. 9, Saddlebags. 12, Theocrat. 14, Incense. 16, Pilate. 

19, Exist. 20, Save. 

    X     

    W     

C R O S S 

    R     

    D     

6 1 8 3 4 7 9 5 2 

4 9 7 5 1 2 3 6 8 

5 2 3 8 9 6 4 7 1 

1 3 6 2 5 8 7 4 9 

9 7 4 6 3 1 8 2 5 

8 5 2 9 7 4 6 1 3 

3 6 1 7 2 9 5 8 4 

2 8 9 4 6 5 1 3 7 

7 4 5 1 8 3 2 9 6 

4 6 2 8 1 3 7 9 5 

1 3 8 9 5 7 6 4 2 

5 9 7 6 4 2 3 1 8 

9 8 5 3 7 6 4 2 1 

2 1 6 5 4 9 8 3 7 

7 3 4 2 8 1 5 6 9 

6 5 3 1 9 8 2 7 4 

2 7 1 6 3 5 9 8 6 

8 4 9 7 6 2 1 5 3 
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PRAYER OF THE MONTH 
 
Father of all good gifts, thank you 
for the greatest gift of all – your 

precious Son, Jesus.  
Thank you that He 
chose to live with us so 
that all who trust Him 
will one day live with 

you in peace and wholeness. 
 
Help us Father, this Christmas, to 
keep you at the centre of our 
celebrations and, in the midst of 
all the busy-ness and rush, to 
know your presence and the 
peace that only you can give.   And 
Lord, may we reflect your love to 
those who don’t yet know that 
you are real and alive and able to 
help, whatever their situation.  
 
In Jesus’ name,  Amen. 

 

GRACE OF THE MONTH 
 

God bless our going out, nor less 

our coming in, and make them sure. 

God bless our daily bread, and bless 
whate’er we do, whate’er endure. 

In death until his peace awake us, 

And heirs of his salvation make us. 

POEM OF THE MONTH 
 

When you are old and grey and full of  sleep,  

And nodding by the fire, take down this 

 book, 
And slowly read, and dream of the soft  look 

Your eyes had once, and of their shadows 

 deep. 

 
How many loved your moments of glad 

 grace, 

And loved your beauty with love false or 

 true, 
But one man loved the pilgrim soul in  you, 

And loved the sorrows of your changing 

 face; 

 
And bending down beside the glowing  bars, 

Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled 

And paced upon the mountains overhead 

And hid his face amid a crowd of stars. 
 

W.B. Yeats 

 

 
THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 

 
Christmas is in my heart twelve 

months a year, and thanks to 

credit cards, it’s on my Visa card 

statement twelve months a year 

also. 
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CHRISTINGLE SERVICE  
 

For nearly 50 years the Children’s Society has relied on Christingle collections to 

fund much of its outreach to vulnerable children, young people, and their families.  

Among these is Rosie, who at the age of 12 was struggling 
at school, in trouble with her teachers, and arguing with her 

Mum.  Running away from home seemed her only way out.  

Rosie was allocated a Children’s Society worker who, over time, helped her to 

understand the dangers of leaving home.  They worked through Rosie’s difficulties 
together.  Now, four years later, Rosie is succeeding at school and is happy at home.  

The Children’s Society has helped change her life.  

 

This festive service provides an opportunity for supporting the work of 
the Children’s Society.  Candle collecting boxes can be obtained from 

St Mary’s (Buckland) and St Michael’s (Betchworth), and brought to 

the service where the orange Christingles are made and distributed. 

 
A special Thank You to North Downs Primary School, who are 

supporting the Children’s Society again this year.   We look forward to 

seeing you at this service, which is on Sunday 17th December at 10.30 

am in St Michael’s Church, Church Street,  Betchworth. 

both choirs and put music at the centre of our churches.  She has made both churches 

into open and welcoming spaces for weddings, baptisms, blessings, funerals and 
memorial services together with other events, and our churches continue to mean so 

much in the lives of so many people as a result.   

 

Carol will be taking up this new post in the Spring, but because she is on sabbatical 
in the New Year her last service will be on Christmas Morning in St Michael’s. 

During her sabbatical and beyond into the interregnum, Carol has done as much 

forward planning as possible, and we are grateful to the Rev Canon David Eaton for 

agreeing to oversee the ministry needs of the parishes.  Betchworth will still be 
Carol’s home until March 2018, though, so we plan to say farewell to Carol, Martin 

and their family on the evening of Thursday 18th January 2018, in the Reading 

Room.  There will be more details of this event in the January Parish Magazine.  

Carol’s institution will take place on Saturday 10th March at 2.30pm at St Mary And 
All Saints, Chesterfield (the Church of the Crooked Spire).  All are welcome, and 

again, more details will be available in the new year. 

 

Hilary Ely  and    Linda Slater  , St Michael’s    
    David Sayce and  Liz Vahey,   St Mary’s 



6     December 2017 

 

Date      St. Mary’s  

     Buckland 

        St. Michael’s 

        Betchworth 

3rd Dec. 

1st Sunday  

of Advent 

9.30 Parish  

Communion  
 

  

10.45 

11 

Sunday Club * 

Parish Communion** 
(Preacher His Honour 

Peter Slot) 

10th Dec. 

2nd Sunday  

of Advent 

9.30 Iona Parish Communion 8 

11 

Holy Communion 

Matins**   

5pm UMG Tree of Light Service for St Catherine’s Hospice at 

Emmanuel Church, Sidlow Bridge 

17h Dec. 

3rd Sunday  

of Advent 

8 
  

 Holy Communion  10.30 
 

 

  5pm 

 Joint All Age  
 Christingle  

 Service  

 Service of Nine  

 Lessons  and Carols,  
 followed by mulled wine  

 and mince pies Wednesday 

20th Dec. 

7pm  Service of Nine Lessons & Carols, 

 followed by mulled wine and 
mince pies     

24th Dec. 

Christmas  

Eve 

10.30 

 
4.30 

pm 

Joint Parish  

Communion Service 
Children’s Candlelight 

Service 

8 

5.30pm 
 

11.30pm 

Holy Communion 

Crib Service (Church 
Street)  

Joint Midnight Mass  

25th Dec. 

Christmas  

Day 

 

 
8 

 

 
Holy  

Communion 

10.30 Joint All Age Family 

Communion  
(A little gift for children 

as they leave)    

31st Dec. 

Christmas 1 

10.30 Joint Parish Communion   

  *      In the Hamilton Room  

**    Coffee and soft drinks served in Church after these 
services.  Even if you are just visiting, do please join us 

for a convivial get-together 
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SUDOKUS 
 

First a medium one.  Solution on page 29 

Solution 

on p. 29 

BRIDGE  
  

North is on lead in a ♠ 

contract.  How can  

N/S make 5 tricks 
against any defence? 

 

 NORTH 

 ♠  A Q 
 ♥  Q 7 2 

WEST ♦  Q  EAST 

♠  10 6 ♣  -  ♠  K 9 

♥  J 8 5    ♥  A 10 9 

♦  K SOUTH ♦  J 
♣  - ♠  J 2  ♣  - 

 ♥  K 6 

 ♦  A 3 

 ♣  - 

And now a harder one.  Solution next month 

5  6 8      

1      4   

     3 7  8 

      9   

 3    9   4 

 9  7 8     

2  5 9    8  

    5 4  7  

7         

4  2      5 

    5  6  2 

  7 6    1 8 

9   3   4   

       3 7 

  4  8  5   

  3 1    7 4 

2      9 8  

   7 6     

THE MILLENNIALS 
AND ALCOHOL 

 

How things change.  Now it 
seems that going out and 

drinking too much is no longer 

‘cool’ in the least.  Instead, clean 

living young millennials are 
turning their noses up at such 

overindulgence – because it was 

the sort of thing their parents did.   

 
Alcohol has fallen out of favour 

among the young – to such an 

extent that a recent study found 

that only one in ten young people 
consider that getting drunk is 

‘cool’.  Instead, young people see 

drunkenness as just ‘pathetic’, or 

‘embarrassing’.  The data was 
from a survey by Eventbrite. 
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CROSSWORD   Solution on page 29 

ACROSS 
1  Provisional meeting 
place of God and the Jews 

(Exodus 25:9) (10) 

7  David’s third son, killed 

when his head got caught 
in a tree during a  battle 

with his father (2 Samuel 

18:14) (7) 

8  They ruled much of the 
west coast of South 

America in the 15th 

and early 16th centuries (5) 

10 Small deer of European 
and Asian extraction (4) 

11 Seized control of 

(Numbers 21:25) (8) 

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6) 
15 First World War 

heroine shot by the 

Germans in Brussels, 

Nurse Edith — (6) 
17 Stormy (8) 

18 A bitter variety of this, 

together with lamb and 

unleavened bread, was the 
Passover menu for anyone 

unclean (Numbers 9:11) 

(4) 

21 Arson (anag.) (5) 
22 How John Newton 

described God’s grace in 

his well-known hymn (7) 

23 Habitation (Isaiah 
27:10) (10) 

 

    

DOWN 
1  — and see that the Lord 

is good (Psalm 34:8) (5) 

2  The wicked man flees 
though no one pursues, but 

the righteous are as — as a 

lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4) 

3  One of the exiles, a 
descendant of Parosh, who 

married a foreign woman 

(Ezra 10:25) (6) 

4  He escaped from Nob 
when Saul killed the rest of 

his family and joined 

David (1 Samuel 22:19, 

20) (8) 
5  City and lake in Central 

Switzerland (7) 

6  Offer your bodies as 

living — , holy and 

pleasing to God (Romans 

12:1) (10) 

9  Pouches carried by 
horses (Genesis 49:14) 

(10) 

12 One who accepts 

government by God (8) 
14 Aromatic substance 

commonly used in Jewish 

ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7) 

16 He asked Jesus, ‘What 
is truth’ (John 18:38) (6) 

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 

20 You are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he 
will — his people from 

their sins (Matthew 1:21) 

(4) 
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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  
 

We write to thank all those who responded to our recent Stewardship campaign on 

the central role which St Mary’s church plays in the village and as part of Southwark 

Diocese.  Responders contributed by both increasing their regular giving and also by 
offering one-off donations, and we celebrated this at our harvest festival service in 

September.  We thank you for your continued generosity as we continue to fund a 

Christian presence in our village.  As with many charitable institutions, it is the 

annual income which is important to maintain and we are very grateful for those 
contributions.   We have been able to increase our annual income by £4,000 (plus gift 

aid) which will help meet our future costs, although we still have some way to go to 

reach the diocesan target of being self- financing.  If you want to find out more about 

those costs please go to: psf@southwark.anglican.org  
 

We acknowledge the support of the Friends of St Mary’s and the Churchyard Trust 

which direct their funds towards the fabric and churchyard maintenance.  This is a 

valuable part of the whole in keeping St Mary’s viable and protected as a Grade 2 
historic building.  In our responses to the campaign some pointed out that they 

already donate via the Friends and we thank them for that. 

 

Our stewardship leaflet will remain on the website and is available in church should 
anyone still wish to make a contribution to church and village life. https://

stmarythevirginbuckland.net/resources/giving/ 

 

With grateful thanks. 
Liz Vahey and David Sayce, Churchwardens 

HIS HONOUR PETER SLOT 
  
Peter Slot, our long time Reader, is retiring from the role and gave his last sermon at 

St Mary’s earlier in November.  His last sermon at St. Michael’s, Betchworth will be 
at the Parish Communion on 3rd December.  All are welcome.  More anon. 

THE BIBLE FOR DYSLEXICS 

The Bible Society has just released St John’s Gospel and Romans in a dyslexia-

friendly format.  It uses thick cream-coloured paper, clear fonts and wide-spacing, as 

opposed to the almost transparent paper and dense text found in many Bibles.  Would 

this make a good Christmas present for someone you know? Details at: https://

www.biblesociety.org.uk/products/bibles/dyslexiafriendly 

mailto:psf@southwark.anglican.org
https://stmarythevirginbuckland.net/resources/giving/
https://stmarythevirginbuckland.net/resources/giving/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/products/bibles/dyslexiafriendly
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/products/bibles/dyslexiafriendly
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THE FRIENDS OF 

ST. MARY’S  

  

If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would 
like to do so, or would like more information, please 

see the literature in the church or contact one of the 

officers (eg Richard Wheen, Secretary,  842082, rwheen@hotmail.com). The 

annual subscription is £15 for one person, £30 for a household. 
 

The object of the Friends is to help maintain the fabric and structure of St. Mary’s, 

an important focal point at the centre of Buckland and a listed building with 1,000 

years of history. 

TREE OF LIGHT SERVICE 10th DECEMBER AT 5PM   
 

This year Emmanuel Church at Sidlow Bridge will be hosting the Tree of Light 

Service on behalf of the Upper Mole Group.  

 

At St Catherine’s Hospice, we understand that the loss of someone special can be the 
hardest and loneliest of experiences. 

 

Our Tree of Light remembrance service offers a moment to reflect and remember 

friends and family who are no longer with us and many people find attending our 
service of great comfort. 

 

During the service, which includes carols and readings, we illuminate our Tree, so 

that each star shines brightly as a symbol of a life cherished and remembered. 
Together our trees act as a shining memorial to thousands of people who are dearly 

loved and missed and is a chance for you to pause and reflect on your own treasured 

memories. 

 
Everyone is welcome, regardless of whether your loss was recent, some time ago, or 

if the person being remembered was cared for by St Catherine’s or elsewhere. 

Catching her in the act, I confronted our three-year-old granddaughter.  ‘Are you 

opening your little sister’s presents?’  I demanded.   ‘No,’ she innocently replied, 

‘I'm just helping her learn to share.’ 
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MUSIC IN DORKING - DECEMBER 
 

2nd at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church, free,  01306 884229 

3rd at 2.00, The Nutcracker ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 

881717 
5th at 7.15, The Nutcracker ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18,  01306 881717 

7th at 7.30, Show Choir’s West End Christmas Spectacular at Dorking Halls, £16-19, 

 01306 881717 

9th at 3.00, Ladybirds Choir at United Reformed Church hall, £7.50,   843662 
9th at 5.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s church 

9th at 7.30, Handel’s Messiah at St Paul’s church, £10,  01306 743378 

16th at 4.00, Dorking Choral Society at United Reformed Church 

17th at 1.30, The Nutcracker ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 
881717 

 

Much of December’s music has a Christmas flavour of course.  The 

choral societies of Dorking and Brockham both have their Christmas 
concerts.  The Ladybirds Choir will present a variety of songs 

ranging from traditional favourites like Coventry Carol and O holy 

night to lighter numbers such as Blue Christmas and Rockin’ around 

the Christmas Tree. There will be a special emphasis on carols from 
around the world.  Tea and mince pies will be served after the performance.  This 

year the Ladybirds are supporting the Dorking Besom charity, which provides a link 

between those who can give time, money or skills and those who are in need. 

 
At St Paul’s church, the Merry Opera Company will present an 

unusual performance of Handel’s Messiah.  Twelve professional 

opera singers will perform a dramatised version of Handel’s great 

oratorio.  Using the original music and words, they will depict twelve 
strangers seeking spiritual comfort as they struggle to understand the 

world, to recover their faith, and to look to the future with hope. 

 

The Show Choir promises an evening of entertainment for all the family with music 
from a selection of West End shows, including Les Misérables and The Lion King, 

along with some Christmas music. 

 

Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker is always a Christmas favourite, with its 
magical story and its beautiful music.  There are three opportunities to see it screened 

at the Dorking Halls: live from the Royal Ballet on 5th or in a recording on 17th, and 

in a recording from the Bolshoi Ballet on 3rd.  

 
I wish you a very happy Christmas! 

Ian Codd 
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OSWALD AND THE MYSTERY OF COMET ISLAND 
 

Saturday 21st October 2017, Betchworth Village Memorial Hall 

 

Oswald and the Mystery of Comet Island is an up and coming family musical based 
on the novel Oswald and the End of the World by Andrew Strong.  The plot follows 

Oswald (played by Charlie Houseago) as he uncovers Comet 

Island’s secrets while getting into trouble on the way.  Even 

though this performance was a ‘read through’, and not a staged 
production, the story was brought vividly to life demonstrating 

the talent of the six actors and imagination of the writers, Martin 

Coslett and Thomas Briscombe [both of Betchworth - Ed].  The 

music, for me, was the best part of the show as it beautifully 
helped narrate the story, deepen the plot and most importantly 

had me humming the tunes for days after. My favourite song in the show is Wind the 

Clocks sung by Bella (played by Ciara Power) and Oswald (Charlie Houseago). 

 
It would bring me such joy to see Oswald and the Mystery of Comet Island on stage 

in the future and I would recommend anyone to see it when the chance arises. 

 

Allie Hadley, 
BA (Hons) Musical Theatre, Portsmouth University 

CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

Wednesday 13th December at 7.30pm 

St Michael’s Church, Betchworth  

RH3 7DW 
 

This year’s programme will be truly 

‘Christmassy’ with opportunities for 

everybody to get into the Christmas mood 
and join the choir singing some of their favourite Carols.  The concert will be a 

mixture of traditional and perhaps less well known modern settings of old favourites.  

Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society will once again be supporting their local 

charity and a retiring collection will be made on behalf of Friends of Broome Park. 
Tickets £12 (Students £7.50 and U12s free) available through 

www.ticketsource.com,  from Buckland Deli, call  842028 or on the door.  

 

More information can be found at www.bbcsinfo.org  
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DEANERY SYNOD REPORT: 12TH OCTOBER 2017 
 

We met in All Saint’s Church, South Merstham, on Thursday 12th October.  All 

Saints is part of the Merstham and Gatton Team Ministry, with the present Church, a 

1950s building following war damage to the original 19the century Church. 
 

We were welcomed by Rev Mark Pullinger, who led a short act of worship, before 

Chris Elliott welcomed any new Synod reps and all others. A welcome was also 

given to Ruth Martin, entitled Diocesan Secretary, but whose remit covered much 
more.  

 

She presented the Southwark Vision in some detail: Growing Churches, encouraging 

vocations, with lay and clergy supporting each other, generous giving and prayer 
support, working for justice and peace, a shared commitment to the care of our 

world, thereby creating a Church for All where all are recognised, welcomed and 

respected for their participation.   Lay leaders and clergy working together for the 

Good of All.         
                                                                          

We were updated on the help given to Refugees – there have been six TVs delivered 

to refugee families in the Reigate/Redhill area, with another family due to arrive later 

this year. A Grant has been received which will enable WiFi connection for these 
families, so they can remain in contact with their families.  Deanery funding will 

cover the costs for one year. 

  

The Reverse Advent Calendar was proposed by Ian McMillan of St Matthew’s 
Foodbank.  During Advent, instead of opening a door in a calendar, select a box or 

bag, then open the box and put in an item for the Food Bank each day. The box can 

then be delivered to St Matthew’s Church, Station Road, Redhill during the week 

leading up to Christmas Eve.  The sorts of items requested are:  Tinned goods – 
meat / fish / vegetables / tinned or dried pasta / tea /coffee or chocolate powder and 

biscuits / packets of cereal / cook-in sauces and ketchup, as well as toiletries.     

 

Next meeting is at The Wisdom of God church, Lower Kingswood, on 6th February, 
with St Michael’s being the venue in June 2018.     

We wish all our readers  

a very Happy Christmas 

http://www.ticketsource.com
http://www.bbcsinfo.org
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December Diary  
 

Page 

Mon 4th  Saint Osmond 15 

Fri to Sun   

8th to 11th 

 

11am –3.30pm 
 

Carols and concerts at Leith Hill Place 
 

22 

Thur 14th 12 noon Christmas lunch in Reading Room 11 

Wed 13th 7.30pm B&B Choral Society Carols at St 

Michael’s, Betchworth 

24 

Sun 17th 12 noon B&B Society drinks in Reading Room 20 

Thur 21st 3.30pm FABB Children’s Christmas party in 

Reading Room 

21 

Fri 22nd 2.15pm Broome Park Carols 22 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

BAPTISMS 
 

5th November  Hana Sophia    Parkinson and Sakura      
 Isabel   Parkinson (picture of Hana & 

 Sakura and parents Graham & Rui on  

 left) 

19th November  James Isaac King and Johannes Rissik  
   Vander Byl-Knoefel    

 

WEDDINGS 
 18th November  Lucy Henney and James Baker  
 

FUNERALS AND BURIALS - BURIAL OF ASHES  
 

 25th October  Janet Baker–Carr who died on 16th  
   July 2016 aged 82, formerly of Little  

   Abbotts and latterly Sudbury,  

   Massachusetts 

 

23     December 2017 

CHRISTMAS ENVELOPE COLLECTION 2017 
 

Last year we enclosed envelopes in all the Buckland parish magazines in December. 

Thanks to your generosity a total of £381.80 was raised, which was distributed to our 

three nominated charities: St Catherine’s Hospice, The Children’s Society and United 
Society.  

 

We have again enclosed collection envelopes in this Christmas magazine and hope 

that you will consider making another donation this year. The envelopes can be 
returned either to the Rector or left in church.  The collections will go to the same 

charities as last year, details below.  

 

St Catherine’s Hospice is a charity dedicated to providing specialised end of life 
care and support to local people and their families, friends and carers, in Surrey and 

Sussex. 

 

The Children's Society is a leading children’s charity, committed to making 
childhood better for all children in the UK. They take action to prevent, rescue and 

support children facing life trapped in a vicious circle of fear and harm. 

 

United Society Partners in the Gospel (USPG, previously known as United 
Society) is a charity which started by Royal Charter in 1701 and shares God’s love 

through practical action, transforming lives.  No handouts are given, which can create 

dependency.  Instead, they support the development of local skills and empowerment 

of communities, leading to change from within.  They are particularly working with 
Refugees in Europe and the Bollobphur Hospital in Bangladesh. They support 

families of all different faith backgrounds, and in the hospital tiny babies of different 

faiths will often share together the warmth and comfort of the same incubator.  

Please give generously this Christmastide.   

A GOOD WAY TO FIGHT DEPRESSION 
 

Do you often feel low?  Well, how often do you exercise?   In a recent study, it was 

found that people who do not exercise are 44 per cent more likely to suffer with 
depression.  It seems that even just one hour a week can help lift your mood. 

 

The research was done by the Australia-based Black Dog Institute. One scientist 

concluded: ‘If we can find ways to increase the population’s level of physical 
activity even by a small amount, then this is likely to bring substantial physical and 

mental health benefits.’ 
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LEITH HILL PLACE 

Leith Hill Place is now officially closed for the season, but we are opening for one 

last weekend before the end of the year.  On Friday 8th, Saturday 9th 
and Sunday 10th December between 11am and 3.30pm we will be 

open for carol singing, informal concerts from local musical groups 

and homemade festive cakes and bakes in the seasonally decorated 

house.  Normal admission fees apply, with free entry for National 
Trust members.  For more information please call us on  01306 

711685 or go to our website: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/leith-hill-

place.   

 
We will be opening the house again from 23rd March 2018 on Fridays, Saturdays and 

Sundays from 11am until 5pm, last entry at 4.30pm.  Over the closed period we will 

be working on refreshing the display of Ralph Vaughan Williams material in 

conjunction with the Vaughan Williams Society.  In addition we are starting a three 
year trial period of different activities at Leith Hill Place, in order to realise the full 

potential of the house.  More details to follow.  

 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and hope to 
welcome you to Leith Hill Place in 2018.   

DORKING MUSEUM IN DECEMBER 
 

Seasonal greetings.  If you are in the town, please drop into our shop for Dorking 

themed cards, books or gifts.  New this year are three original Christmas cards 

created for the Museum by artist Sarah Mueller, depicting images of Dorking Halls, 
the Dorking Cockerel and St Martin’s Church.   

 

Our current exhibition – ‘Dorking 1917’ – is the fourth in our 

series depicting life on the Home Front during the Great War.  1917 
was a time of hardship and tension but some relief for the locals was 

provided by Red Cross Week in June 1917, the biggest event of the 

war years in Dorking and the villages.   

 
Guided walks: Group bookings are available by appointment for 

walks of historic Dorking, town centre pubs or the Deepdene Trail.  

Check the website for details, enquiries and group bookings.   

 
The Museum is at 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS. Open Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday 10am-4pm.   Please note that the Museum will be closed after 16th 

December, re-opening 4th January. Visit www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries to 

admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or phone  01306 876591  
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 BELLRINGING 
 

There will be extra bell ringing on Saturday 9th December from 

1030 to 1230, on 11th December from 1030 to 1200 and on 29th 

December from 1630 to 1715 
David Sayce, Captain of the Bells 

BEAUTIFYING BUCKLAND 
 

On 22nd October we planted 2,000 bulbs around the village.  It was a beautiful sunny 

day and with the aid of 14 wonderful helpers we did it in record time.  

We had tea and cake in the Reading Room afterwards and a lovely 
time was had by all.  I thank you all once again for your help, and 

remind you that in the spring we will be planting Primroses and 

Cowslips.  Look out for the colourful display in the Spring. 

 
Our thanks to the Fortune donation from Brockham Horticultural Society and to 

David Hogg for giving us a good deal.   

Tilly Mitchell 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
 

The date for our Christmas lunch this year will be on Thursday 14th December at 12 

noon in the Buckland Reading Room.   We hope that you will be able 

to come to lunch and to help get the Christmas Festivities started.    If 
you have not been to a Winter lunch before and would like to join us 

for our Christmas lunch please just phone Carol Leeds on  247399 

or Liz Vahey on  221444 so that we know how many to cater 

for.   We look forward to meeting all our old friends and hopefully a few new faces. 
 

See you on the 14th. 

C.L. 

 

In a little girl’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching the inn, over 

which was pictured a huge star.  The third camel and its rider were going directly 
away from it.  ‘Why is the third man going in a different direction?’ her mother 

asked.   She replied, ‘Oh, he’s looking for a place to park.’ 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/leith-hill-place
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/leith-hill-place
mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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Christmas is upon us again and it 

seems only like yesterday when we 

were returning from the 

school summer holiday.  

Christmas is a wonderful 

time to be working in a 

school and to be able to 

share with children the fun 

and excitement of parties, 

presents and performances. 

 

Following the success of last year, 

our Infant children will return to 

school in the early evening to perform 

their show, ‘Prickly Hay – A Nativity 

Hoedown’. Their performances will 

take place outside, under stars and 

fairy lights, adding a truly festive 

feel to the whole proceedings. There 

will be lots of singing, some dancing 

and plenty of drama.  Hot chocolate 

and mulled wine will be on hand to 

keep the grown-ups who will be 

watching nice and warm!  Our junior 

children will also be performing a 

show entitled ‘The Magical Christmas 

Jigsaw’. Altogether they have three 

performances over two days, in order 

to ensure that as many family 

members are able to come to watch 

as possible. 

 

During December we are also 

celebrating Christingle on all three 

bases and our school carol 

service will be held at 

Christ Church in Brockham. 

All in all a busy time for 

the pupils at North Downs 

Primary. 

 

In school we try to celebrate 

Christmas in a traditional way with a 

proper school Christmas lunch with 

turkey and all the trimmings, a 

Christmas tree, and a Christmas post 

box for children’s cards. We feel it is 

important to teach children that 

Christmas is as much about giving as 

well as getting and we encourage 

children to think about those children 

in this country and overseas who are 

not so fortunate. We will therefore 

enjoy a ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ in aid 

of Save the Children UK. 

 

On behalf of all the children, staff 

and governors I would like to wish you 

all a happy and healthy Christmas. 

 

 
  

Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

21     December 2017 

HIGH ALTITUDE MOUNTAINEERING BY WILL KERNICK 
 

These days, so many of us have to enjoy our adventuring via television 

documentaries, so it was truly a breathe of fresh air to actually hear and see it from a 

man who really does it.  On Friday evening, Jim Docking (Money for Madascar) 
arranged for us to meet and be enthralled by just such a young man.  His name is 

Will Kernick who, with the aid of pictures and stories, took us on a thrilling journey 

to the inhospitable mountain ranges of Kazakhstan, where with his companions he 

climbed mountains rising to heights in excess of 5,000 metres. When away from their 
base camp, the mantra was, only carry what you need, so consequently, apart from 

essential climbing gear, they took frozen food which is nutritious but hardly a feast. 

Weather was unpredictable which meant the tents they must carry had to be light yet 

capable of staying anchored down in the 70/80 mph winds which occur with little 
warning.  As an aside Will mentioned that the majority of accidents happen on the 

way down but all was well except for the transport out of base camp in an old 

Russian helicopter which Will said had seen better days. 

 
This young man and his companions are made of sterner stuff than I.  We came away 

having been hugely entertained and educated in a subject that many of us knew 

nothing about.  If this young man is typical of his generation, then I know we will 

leave our world in safe and capable hands. 
 

If you missed this evening then I urge you to put Mr Will Kernick’s name on U-tube 

where you are able to see and feel the terrain, the beauty and the dangers faced and 

coped with by these men. 
 

As always we had an appreciative and generous audience and Jim tells me they 

collected £212.50 which will go to our village charity Money for Madagascar which, 

as you probably know, is one of the poorest countries in the world. 
Tony Green 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC 
 
Got demanding work to do?  Put on some classical music.  Listening to upbeat 

classical music may well enhance your brain power, and is better than working in 
silence.    

 

Such are the findings of a study at Radboud University in Holland.  It found that a 
person’s ability to come up with creative answers to complex problems is boosted by 

upbeat, happy classical music.  On the other hand, avoid downbeat or anxious 

compositions, which will not inspire you to solve anything very much.   
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HOME WANTED… 

 

…. URGENTLY FOR FRIENDLY 5 year-old FEMALE TABBY CAT.  She is 

looking for an adult-only home with garden away from busy roads. For information, 

please ring Peggy on  842547 or  07880 911461. 
 

Our local Animal Friends Group is continuing to appeal for items 

suitable for tombola stalls, toiletries, unwanted gifts, duvets, duvet 

covers, cat carriers, plastic dog beds, collars, pet food, etc., which 
are passed to Friends of the Strays of Greece and other animal 

charities working in this country and abroad.  Please ring Peggy 

as above,  if you have unwanted items we could use.  

 
Thank you. 

Betchworth and Buckland Society 
 

A date for your diary 

 

Christmas Drinks 

 

Sunday 17
th

 December  

 

From 12 noon in Buckland Reading Room 

THE ANCESTRY ROAD SHOW 
 

Thursday, 18th January, 2018,  6.45pm at Betchworth Village Hall.  An evening of 

discovering how to trace your family tree with help and guidance from experienced 
genealogists, over supper and wine.  

 

DNA Detective, Julia Bell, will be on hand to advise.  Do you have an unknown 

parentage mystery in your family?  Did you know, now, thanks to the power of 
DNA, these can be solved without any useable data of any kind?   

www.juliabelldna.co.uk 

 

Contact Joan Bird, joan@tennislight.com Mobile  0771 866817 or  845989. 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 

Time to write your Christmas cards 

again – what designs have you picked to 
send this year? Are they religious 
ones?  

 
Look in the shops at all the different 
designs, traditional and modern. 

Traditional religious cards have usually 
included the nativity – Mary, Joseph 
and the baby Jesus.  But what else 

would you count as religious?  The 
Three Kings? The Bible doesn’t say they 

were kings, or that there were three; 
just that they were Wise Men, who 
travelled far to bring special gifts for 

the baby Jesus.  
 

Do you know why there are so many 

robins on Christmas cards? The first 
postmen in Victorian times wore red 
and were called robins, so robins were 

shown as delivering cards.  
 
Whatever kind of card you send this 

year, be sure to include a kind message 
with love for your friends. Our love is a 
tiny echo of God’s love for all the world. 

CARD or DECORATION 
 

Here is a simple 3-D Christmas tree 
that you can use as a decoration or a 

card. You will need green card, crayons, 
glitter or paint, scissors and sticky 
tape. 

 
Fold a piece of card in half, then cut it 
in half. Put the two pieces together and 

fold them in half again. 
 
Draw half a Christmas tree opposite 

the fold. Cut along the line and you will 
have 2 identical trees.  Fold the trees 
in half, very lightly, hardly creasing the 

centre line to mark the centre of the 
tree.  Cut a slit along the 

bottom half of the centre of 
one tree and along the top 
half of the centre of the 

other tree.  Slip the two 
trees together along the 
slits.  To help the tree to stand firmly, 

use sticky tape to fasten the parts 
together where they meet.  
 

Decorate the tree. If you are using it 
as a card then leave an area free of 
decorations so that you can write on it. 

When you go out to eat in the run-up to Christmas, beware the guy who urges 

you to ‘supersize’ your order.  Over a year, it could mean that you are eating an 
extra 17,000 calories, which can mean a five pound weight gain. 

The Royal Society for Public Heath has warned that consumers are facing more 

than 100 attempts a year by retailers wanting to ‘upsell’ unhealthy food and 
drink.  Instead, the advice is to NOT ‘go large’, ‘upgrade’, or ‘add chocolate’.  If 
you do, the only one to benefit will be the retailer. 
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          FAMILY ACTIVITIES FOR BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND 

 

21st December:  Village Children’s Christmas Party 

for the little residents of Betchworth & Buckland 

  

Show, Tea, Disco and Father Christmas 

The Reading Room 3.30pm - 5.30pm 

 

Tickets in advance: £7.00 per child, discounts for 2+ children  
Please book early as places are limited. Only a few tickets left.  

Best suited to 2-9 year olds but all welcome 

 

Contact Catriona Martin  07710 498 591 catdawes@aol.com 
 

22nd December: Broome Park Carols 

Please join us in our regular and much appreciated trip to sing 

carols to the residents of Broome Park 
approx. 2.15pm - 4.00pm.  Please contact Julie Hardy 

juliehardy8@gmail.com 
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♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB  ♦ ♣ 
  

Recent winners are as follows: 

    
26th Oct: N/S: Vanessa Sadler & Jocelyn Morley  

 E/W: John Hill & Bob Morss 

2nd Nov: N/S:  Jocelyn Morley & Vanessa Sadler 

 E/W: Savas Oratis & Hetty Fisher 
9th Nov: N/S: Dirk & Inger Laan 

 E/W: Geoff Woodcock & Gloria Whitwell 

16th Nov: N/S: Savas Oratis & Geoff Woodcock 

 E/W: Pat Davey & John Mitchell 
 

Congratulations to all concerned.  We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room 

each Thursday and start at 2.15pm, but please arrive and sit down no later than 

2.05pm.  For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland 
 

Please do not park in front of the village shop or block access to Dungates Lane or to 

houses in the area. 

Richard Wheen 

 

 

LOOKING BACK ON THE YEAR... 
 
War loves to seek its victims in the young.  - Sophocles 
 

Everyone is interested in the future, in what lies ahead, and particularly this is true in 

business.  - Wayne A. Johnston 
 

My political ideal is democracy. Everyone should be respected as an individual, but 

no one idolized.  - Albert Einstein 
 

Any event, once it has occurred, can be made to appear inevitable by a competent 

historian.  - Lee Simonson 
 

History repeats itself, that’s one of the things that’s wrong with history.  - Clarence 

Darrow 
 

It is ideas, not vested interests, which are dangerous for good or evil. - John 

Maynard Keynes 
 

Unquestionably, there is progress.   The average worker now pays out twice as much 

in taxes as he formerly got in wages.  - Henry L. Mencken 
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM                                          
 

 IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE  

PARTIES, EVENTS, MEETINGS AND CLUBS 

£30 per session (concessionary rates for regular hirers) 

 

For further information see our website at 

www.bucklandsurrey.net/local-amenities/buckland-reading-room  
 

For booking enquiries contact us on 

Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com (preferred)  

or call Stella Cantor on  843335  

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 

2017 proved again to be another successful year for the Society.  This year’s talks 

were a variety of subjects covering Garden Photography, Flower Arranging and The 

Modern Kitchen Garden.  Speakers Mark Saunders, Claire Bryant and Barry 
Newman delighted us with their vast knowledge, expertise and enthusiasm in their 

chosen subjects.  More talks are being arranged for 2018. 

 

The Autumn Show attracted 117 individual entries this year and was supported by 
dozens of visitors too.  The Junior section had over 60 entries and for the first time 

North Downs Allotment team put in an entry. 

 

Flowers and Photography proved to be the most popular 
categories with the fruit and vegetable entries being a little 

sparse.  A successful show and well done to our new Show 

Secretary, Victoria Goody. 

 
Sadly, we lost one of our most respected and likeable Committee members, Mike 

Alford, recently.  Mike, our Vice Chairman, was the backbone of our committee and 

will be sadly missed by all of us. 

 
The Brockham Green Horticultural Society wish all of their members a very Happy 

Christmas and a prosperous 2018. 
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Saint   Osmond – an immigrant before Brexit (4th December) 

Osmond is the saint for you if you regret Brexit, and believe that 
immigrants can bring good to Britain.  Osmond came to England from 

France back in the days before EU regulations.   It was shortly after 1066, 

and he was a Norman, following William the Conqueror.   

Osmond himself was no soldier, but a gifted and godly man, with a great gift of 
administration.  He became royal chaplain, and then chancellor in 1072, producing 

numerous royal letters and charters for the king.  In 1078 he was made bishop of 

Salisbury.  As such, he completed and consecrated the cathedral, and formed such an 

outstanding chapter and constitution that it later became a model for other English 

cathedrals.   

Osmond took part in the preparation of the Domesday Book, and was present when it 

was presented to William in April 1086.  He died in 1099, well respected for his 

purity and learning, and his lack of avarice and ambition. 

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO 
 

The new Rector, The Rev. Robert Stephens, writes “We are very much looking 

forward to coming to Buckland...The last three Rectors have been personal friends of 

mine and it is a privilege to follow them at Buckland where they have done such 

splendid work.”  
 

Even in those days “… preparations for [Christmas] begin in August.”  Plus ça 

change. 

 
Some hints and tips from the Weekday Page for Women in the Diocesan Leaflet: “If 

you have to stand when ironing clothes, try taking off your shoes and standing on a 

nice soft cushion.”  “To store part tins of paint...fix the lid firmly and stand the tin 

upside down until needed.  When reopened the skin will fall to the bottom of the tin 
and the paint may be used without disturbing it.” 

mailto:Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
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DECEMBER (INDOOR!) GARDEN NOTES     
    

With Christmas fast approaching, here are a few ideas and tips to colour up your 

home with some festive indoor plants. 

 
A Christmas favourite is the poinsettia.  With its large red bracts, it provides impact 

to any room.  Poinsettia will perform well if kept in a light position at a fairly 

constant warm temperature, and most importantly away from draughts. Phalaenopsis 

orchids will do well in similar conditions – just make sure you don’t overwater.  The 
flowers will remain for many weeks, and are hard to beat for an exotic look.  

 

For cooler positions, a cyclamen will be ideal.  Small patio cyclamen are widely used 

to brighten up outdoor winter planters, so will cope well out of the way of radiators 
and log fires.  Azaleas also do not need warm conditions, but will appreciate regular 

dunkings as they are heavy drinkers. With the correct care, flowers should remain for 

over a month.  

 
Schlumbergia (Christmas Cactus) produce a wonderful display of flowers in the 

middle of winter.  Pink varieties are more widely available but white makes a good 

seasonal alternative.  

 
Potted bulbs are plentiful at Christmas.  For a heady scent, a bowl of hyacinths will 

last well into January.  Support the flowers with small canes as they become top-

heavy.  Likewise, amaryllis stems often need a cane as they will reach 60-90 cm 

before they break out into huge trumpet flowers.  Dwarf narcissi will also provide a 
cheery display.  

 

Raid the garden for some holly and ivy for a Christmas wreath or garland – and 

maybe some hellebore (Christmas rose) and any berries the birds have left behind. 
Don’t forget the mistletoe!  

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries  

A CHRISTMAS GIFT WITH A DIFFERENCE! 
 

How about ‘giving’ a friend/family member a twinned toilet for Christmas?  For £60 

you can provide a latrine, clean water and hygiene training to some of the most 
impoverished people on the planet. 

 

In return, you get a colour photograph of the twinned toilet and its GPS coordinates, 

to hang in your friend’s own bathroom, with pride.  You can choose the twinning 
country, personalize the certificate, and include a gift message.  Just visit:  https://

www.toilettwinning.org/twin-your-toilet/ 
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ON KEEPING WARM IN CHURCH 
 
The elderly Anglo-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues his correspondence to Darren, 
his nephew, a low-church curate recently ordained…   

 
The Rectory, St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 
It was delightful to have a family from your church visiting ours last week.  That 
the man arrived without wearing a tie was probably forgivable, but I do think 
you should have warned them about the temperature.  Your church building 
may be warmer than a nursing home, but the only time that hot air is blown 
over the heads of our congregation, is when the archdeacon preaches.  
 
Thus, by early December, our congregation knows to come to church equipped 
with overcoats, scarves, gloves and thermal socks.  And the Verger’s regular 
disappearance into the side chapel during Services isn’t on urgent ecclesiastical 
business, but to warm himself up with copious swigs from his hip flask. 
 
So, your poor visitors suffered from the cold.  In fact, by the time of the sermon, 
were they to have been laid horizontally, they would have been 
indistinguishable from the marble effigies of the Earls of Stowe lying in state in 
the north aisle.  As they limped out at the end of the Service, totally numb, my 
offer of a sherry at the Rectory was more medicinal than social. 
 
December is the month when I gracefully concede defeat regarding the church 
boiler.  I live in an arctic 17th century Rectory, and am hardened to it.  
 
But when members of the congregation start arriving bearing travelling rugs 
and flasks of hot tea, I begin to realise that the time approaches to fire the 
boilers up in the church. Then on the Sunday when Colonel Richards lights up 
his primus stove next to him on the pew, I know it is appropriate to announce 
that next Sunday the church will be heated – although ‘heated’ is rather more an 
aspiration than a reality. 
 
Should any of our congregation be tempted to pay a visit to your own church, I 
will tell them to dress for a Mediterranean August – although the men will 
certainly wear a tie.  One does have standards to maintain. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
 
Eustace 
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