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Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net; Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net 
 

Printed by Vincent Press Ltd.   01306 880177   sales@vincentpress.co.uk 

BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

01372 802602 

 842302 
842302 

248909 

07701 347351 

842082 
842082 

842082 

843297 

844267 

Monday 1 - 4pm Art Group David Burrells 

 4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows Jane Stewart 
 5.30 - 7pm Brownies Jane Stewart 

1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing Meike Laurenson 

Tuesday 10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots Toddlers Debbie Jones 

 2 - 5.15pm Tues. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  
Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class Richard Wheen 

Thursday 2 - 5.45pm Thur. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  

 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Tilly Mitchell 

2nd Saturday  1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild Karen Hoad  

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS 

Carole Evans 

David Sayce     
Mandy Creasey  

Tamlynne Chapman 

Pam Patch 

Derek Holgate     
Jane Siegle      

 

Jean Cooke     

Ianthe Cox     
Sheena Boyce   

Emma Gallagher     

Margaret Miller 

Catriona Martin  
Jane Stewart 

Jane Douglass   

Dr Jim Docking  

Ken Caldwell  
John Maud 

Liz Vahey  

Julian Steed  

Sheila Dyer   
 

Margaret Miller 

Arts Society, Betchworth 

Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 

Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 

Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 

British Legion 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society 

Brockham Surgery/Chemist 

Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary) 

Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 
Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 

Buckland Village Shop  

Children’s Society 

Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland  
Girl Guides contact 

North Downs Primary School 

One World Group 

Reading Room - Chairman 
 - Treasurer 

 - Secretary 

Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 

St. Catherine’s Hospice 
Surrey Police - non-urgent 

Women’s Institute   

01372 452563 

242776 
843610 

  842291 

844138 

   842654 
   844496         

843259/842175 

 245161 

    843105 
448023   

 845999 

 842098 

07710 498591 
842302 

843211 

843260 

843893 
843530 

221444 

842220 

842046 
101 

842098 

To book the Reading Room, email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com  

(preferred) or phone Stella Cantor on  843335 
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http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
https://outlook.live.com/owa/bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND 

Rector Interregnum 

Priest in 

Retirement 

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane, 

Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com 

Reader His Honour Peter Slot, The Red House, Old Reigate Road, 

Betchworth RH3 7DR (842010).  Email: tarq1840@aol.com 

Church- 

wardens 

 

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)  

(+ Bell Captain).  Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG 

(221444) (+ electoral register).  Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com  

Parish Admin. Christine Deards, Reading Room, Buckland (845935).   

Email: officerectory@btinternet.com 

Hon.  

Treasurer 

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 

(841058).  Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com  

Hon. Sec. Mrs Rosey Davy.  Email: roseydavy@gmail.com 

Organist  Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT 

(241355).  Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).  

Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  

Junior Church 

Reps 

Amy Jago  (07971 085134). Email: amy.k.jago@gmail.com. And  

Sarah Munro (07771 427378). Email: sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk  

Magazine 

 - Editor  

Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH 

(842082).  Email: rwheen@hotmail.com 

- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).  

Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com 

 - Advertising  Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 

(845298).  Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com 

Church  

Rotas    

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613).  Flowers: Jean Cooke  (245161).  

Other: Philip Haynes (842613) 

Churchyard  

Rose Beds 

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).   

Email: everettleeds@gmail.com 

Friends of St. 

Mary’s 

Roger Daniell, Chairman.  Richard Wheen, secretary; details as above 
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Articles for the May 2018 issue must, please, be with the editor by Sunday 15th 

April.  Please send editable versions of articles: we cannot accept 
PDFs, JPGs etc.  If possible, please send graphics in black and white 

or grayscale.  The editor reserves the right to shorten or omit articles 

submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the 

following month.  No acknowledgement of items for the magazine will 
be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).   

 

Editorial  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not 

necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 
 

Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains 

personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the 

magazine.  In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such 
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website, 

www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net.  Please let the editor know if any of the 

information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs 

to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the 
magazine.  Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on 

the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor. 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   
 

Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 

households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  It straddles the 

A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway.  The parish registers date back to 1560, 

and the first recorded vicar to 1308.  The present church is thought to have been built 

in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860.  The church has six bells, still 
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire.  Some of the windows date from the 

14th and 15th centuries.  The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from an 

enemy bomb in 1941.  The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate 

pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.  
The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the 

West end of the church. 

  

Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher 
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark). 

15 Apr 

April 2018.  Issue No. 1105 

mailto:rev_davideaton@hotmail.com
mailto:officerectory@btinternet.com
mailto:amy.k.jago@gmail.com
mailto:sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
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Date Flowers Reader/Lesson  Sidesman/Procession  

1st April 

EASTER 
 

Simon Thomas 

Acts 10: 34-43 

9.30 Simon Thomas 

David & Sally Sayce and Pat 
Evans 

8th  

April 

 

Barbara  

Westwell 

Jane England 

Acts 4: 32-35 

9.30 Jane England 

Rosey Davey, Caroline Gale 
& Simon Thomas 

15th  

April 

Richard  

Wheen 
Luke 24: 36b-48 

8 

10.30 
Caroline Gale  

Carol Leeds 

22nd 

April 

Melvin Hughes 

Acts 4: 5-12 

9.30 Pat Evans 

Liz Vahey & Catherine & 
Antonio Breakenridge 

 

Liz  

Caldwell  29th 

April 

Tom Briscombe 

Acts 8: 26-40 

8pm Philip Haynes 

Caroline Gale, David Sayce 
& Tricia Hawke 

 

A worried wife sent a text to her husband from home on a very cold winter’s 

morning: “Windows frozen, won’t open.” He texted back: “Gently pour some 

lukewarm water over it.”  She replied five minutes later: “Computer really screwed 
up now.” 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Someone asked me recently if I didn’t think God was unfair, allowing me to have 

Parkinson’s and other medical problems when I have tried to serve Him faithfully.  I 
replied that I did not see it that way at all.  Suffering is part of the human condition, 

and it comes to us all. The key is how we react to it, either turning away from God in 

anger and bitterness or growing closer to Him in trust and confidence. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

When I asked my friend if she was planning to attend church, she just shook her 

head. “I haven’t gone in a long time,” she said. “Besides, it’s too late for me. I’ve 

probably already broken all seven commandments.” 
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THIRTY DAYES AND TWO 
 

Easter Day this year, with a certain irony, falls on 1st April  – All Fools Day. The 

origin of All Fools Day is unclear but one theory is that it dates from Geoffrey 

Chaucer’s “Canterbury Tales”.  In particular it comes from the “Nun’s Priest’s Tale” 
in which the vain and easily flattered cock Chauntecleer is tricked by the fox who 

wants to eat him and he gets caught. All this occurs “syn March bigan thirty dayes 

and two” or more simply 1st April. 

 
The irony is there because the crucifixion which led to the Resurrection on the first 

Easter Day was to the world of the first century something of a joke. In a new book 

called “God with us” Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury, recalls the 

earliest known picture of the crucifixion which is scratched on a wall in Rome and 
dates from the second century. It is, as he says, a rather shocking image of a man 

with a donkey’s head strapped and nailed to a cross. Next to the cross is a very badly 

drawn figure wearing the short tunic of a slave. Above it we read “Alexamenos 

worshipping his god”. 
 

This satirical comment is probably from one of Alexamenos’s fellow slaves designed 

to make fun of him. The problem was that crucifixion in those days was a sign of 

humiliation and disgrace, a joke to those who passed by. 
 

St Paul turns this analysis on its head. He points to those who follow Jesus as not the 

fools they were made out to be but the truly wise. Their foolishness is the Wisdom of 

God. The worldly and superficial will laugh but those who love God and follow Jesus 
know where true joys are to be found and have placed their hopes and faith there. 

 

It has been long been part of the life of the church to honour its martyrs. By doing 

this those who have died for their faith are valued and their deeds prized and 
remembered. Their lives are mourned but more than this they are held up as evidence 

of the Resurrection; their deaths were not in vain. 
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Maximilian Kolbe was a Polish Franciscan priest who gave up his life for a fellow 

prisoner in Auschwitz. The prisoner was called Francis Gajowniczek. He was one of 
ten prisoners chosen to die slowly by starvation because a fellow prisoner had 

escaped from the camp. Francis Gajowniczek tells the story in his own words: 

 

My thoughts flew to Helen, my wife, and my two children.  I cried.  I said “I’m sorry 
for them, I shall never see them again.”  I do not remember the exact words. Several 

seconds passed.  It all seemed over when a number – 16670 – suddenly broke ranks. 

His head was slightly bent; spectacles gave him a lively and penetrating look; he had 

a strange smile. He stood before the camp attendant at attention…”What does this 
Polish pig want?” asked Fritsch, very angry. Kolbe replied “I am a fairly old 

Catholic priest and I would like to take his place (his finger was pointed in my 

direction); he has a wife and children”. Stupefied, the colonel could only reply “All 

right”. I was put back in my place without having time to say anything to 
Maximillian. I was saved.” * 

 

Maximillian Kolbe has since been regarded as a modern martyr for his willingness to 

give up his life.  Martyrs who do this do so because they have a strong inner 
conviction that death is not the end but the beginning of something new.  Their 

deaths are evidence and testimony of the Resurrection.  Who could give up their life 

in this way unless they truly believed the Resurrection was real and opened a way to 

new life after death for us all? 
 

Some might say martyrs are fools to themselves, willingly laying down their lives for 

others and for their faith and belief.  But many there are who have done so. Their 

foolishness is the Wisdom of God and why on Easter Day those who hold a similar 
faith in their hearts are also fools for Christ’s sake. 

 

If the crucifixion is a joke, an April Fool, it is one that rebounds to show that in this 

joke there lies great truth about what makes for wisdom and where true joys are to be 
found. 

David Eaton 

 

*Quoted by Paul Murray in “Scars” published by Bloomsbury 2014 

 

A minister went to preach at a church for the first time and he was pleased to hear 

that a musical group known as The Inmates from local prison would be singing. 
When they were announced, the group came forward and sang in a rather pained 

fashion.  After the service, the minister asked the group leader why they used such a 

name.  The reply was, “We are usually behind a few bars and always looking for the 

key.” 
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SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES 

     This month’s medium  SUDOKU                     Last month’s harder SUDOKU 

BRIDGE 
 

Lead ♥2 and unblock ♥J under East’s ♥K.  If East returns a ♠ he thereby finesses 

himself and immediately establishes N/S’s fifth trick, so he must 

return a ♦.  South wins with ♦9, while North discards a ♠.  South then 
leads ♥4 for a finesse, and North cashes his other ♥ winner.  This 

squeezes East, who cannot retain both two Spades and the master ♦.  

If he discards ♠7, South discards ♦2 and N/S win the last two tricks 

with ♠J and ♠9: if he parts with ♦9, South discards his ♠4 and wins 
the last two tricks with ♠J and ♦2. 

1 4 2 3 8 6 7 9 5 

3 6 9 7 5 4 2 1 8 

7 5 8 2 9 1 4 6 3 

4 9 7 5 2 3 1 8 6 

8 1 5 6 4 9 3 2 7 

6 2 3 1 7 8 5 4 9 

9 7 6 4 1 5 8 3 2 

2 8 4 9 3 7 6 5 1 

5 3 1 8 6 2 9 7 4 

CROSSWORD 
 

ACROSS: 1, Womb. 3, Agnostic. 9, Long ago. 10, Fleet.  

11, Horeb. 12, Yellow. 14, Deceitfulness. 17, Banish. 19, Towel. 

22, Boils. 23, Inferno. 24, Eternity. 25, Defy. 
  

DOWN: 1, Will hide. 2, Minor. 4, Glory of Christ. 5, Offal.  

6, The Robe. 7, City. 8, Zabbai. 13, Psalmody. 15, Chalice.  

16, Let off. 18, If son. 20, Worse. 21, Able. 

    X     

    W     

C R O S S 

    R     

    D     

9 3 6 8 1 5 7 4 2 

5 8 4 2 7 9 1 6 3 

1 2 7 6 3 4 8 9 5 

2 4 1 5 9 8 6 3 7 

8 5 9 7 6 3 2 1 4 

7 6 3 4 2 1 5 8 9 

4 1 8 3 5 2 9 7 6 

3 7 5 9 8 6 4 2 1 

6 9 2 1 4 7 3 5 8 
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MUSIC IN DORKING  
 

3rd, 10th, 17th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £20,  

 07415 815784 

4th at 7.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18,  01306 881717 
7th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church, free,  01306 884229 

8th at 4.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £17.50,  01306 881717 

9th at 1.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18,  01306 881717 

9th at 7.30, The King’s Men at Holy Trinity church, Westcott, £15,  07590 652490 
12th 13th 14th at 7.30, Leith Hill Musical Festival at Dorking Halls, £12-24,  

 01403 240093 

16th at 7.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717 

21st at 7.30, piano recital at Dorking Halls, £20,  01306 740619 
28th at 5.55, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717 

 

This month sees the Leith Hill Musical Festival with competitions and concerts, 

spread over three days.  Each morning, four choirs compete by singing a range of 
items – madrigals, part songs, men’s and women’s songs, and extracts from big 

choral works – and in the evening they join together to give a concert under the baton 

of the festival conductor Jonathan Willcocks.  This year the major choral pieces are 

Elgar’s magnificent oratorio The Kingdom (12th), Will Todd’s jazzy Mass in Blue 
and Alexander L’Estrange’s African-inspired Songs of a Rainbow Nation (13th), and 

Vaughan Williams’ Five Mystical Songs and John Rutter’s Mass of the Children 

(14th).  Anyone is welcome to drop in and hear some of the morning competitions. 

 
A piano recital given by Alexei Grynyuk is presented by the Dorking Concertgoers.  

His programme will include Bach’s first Partita, Beethoven’s dramatic sonata the 

Appassionata, and Chopin’s brilliant sonata in B minor.  He will finish his recital 

with one of Liszt’s Hungarian Rhapsodies, the one nicknamed Carnival in Pest, a 
passionate and highly virtuosic piece using Hungarian folk melodies which Liszt 

treated in characteristic gypsy style. 

 

The King’s Men will be presenting a concert in their own distinctive style, at 
Westcott.  The King’s Men is a close-harmony group formed from the choral 

scholars of King’s College, Cambridge.  The members sing in the college chapel 

choir - famed especially for its carol service at Christmas - and separately they 

organise their own programme of concerts around the country and abroad. 
 

The Dorking Halls has several screenings of opera and ballet in April.  Opera lovers 

can enjoy Verdi’s Macbeth from the Royal Opera (4th and 9th), plus his less-often-

performed Luisa Miller from the Met in New York (16th).  Also from the Met is 
Cendrillon, the French composer Jules Massenet’s version of the Cinderella story 

(28th).  The classic ballet Giselle comes from the Bolshoi ballet in Moscow (8th). 
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REIGATE DEANERY 
 

A Special Service of Wholeness and Healing 

at 5pm on 29th April 2018 

 
...a time to gather together for rest and worship in God’s 

presence, with an opportunity to receive individual prayer, 

anointing with oil and simply share the grace-filled company  

of God’s people. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

Hosted by Christ Church, Brockham Green RH3 7JR.  For further details please 
contact Chris Elliott: Phone  244919 email reigatedeanery@gmail.com 

 

Date St. Mary’s  

Buckland 

St. Michael’s  

Betchworth 

1st 

April 

8 

9.30 

HC (BCP) 

All Age Parish Communion 

11 All Age Parish Communion *  

& Sunday Club † 

8th 

April 

9.30 Iona Parish Communion 8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Matins 

15th 

April 

8 

10.30 

HC (BCP) 

Joint All Age Family 
Service 

 

5pm 

 

Choral Evensong 

22nd 

April 

9.30 Parish Communion 8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Parish Communion * & APCM 

29th 

April 

10.30 Joint Parish Communion 8 HC (BCP) 

†  In the Hamilton Room 

*  Coffee and soft drinks served in church after these services.  Even if you are         

           just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together. 
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BECOME A VOLUNTEER THIS YEAR.. 
 

Christian Aid Week in 2017 told of families like Nejebar in 

Afghanistan who had to flee the Taliban to arrive in Greece to 

live as refugees with little protection from the weather, along 
with their five children. In addition, funds supported refugees 

and provided essential provisions for those landing on European 

shores. 

  
Last year volunteers in Betchworth and Buckland collected over £3,000 for Christian 

Aid.  As a volunteer collector you can make a difference – this year Christian Aid 

week runs from 13th-19th May. We support the storm ravaged homes in Haiti.  Seven 

years on from the devastating earthquake, 38,000 people are still displaced! 
 

Make a difference: Please support our House to House collections, by giving 

generously and welcome those who deliver the envelopes and collect.  If you would 

like to help please contact Tom Briscombe for St Michael’s on  07447 566222 or 
Liz Vahey for St Mary’s or leave a message at the Rectory Office or church. 

You CAN save a family and we welcome life savers from all age groups. http://

www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/ 

CHRISTIAN AID 
BREAKFAST  

 

On Thursday 17th May 
between 7.30am and 

10.30am breakfast will be 

served in the Reading 

Room.   In the past this 
breakfast has been held at 

the Rectory and hosted by 

Carol & Martin.   

 
Please come and join us for 

a full English or a ‘bacon or 

sausage sani’ and to meet up 

with friends for a natter.   
 

More details in the May 

magazine.   

 
C.L. 
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CROSSWORD  Solution on page 29 

ACROSS 
1  ‘The baby in my — 
leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) 

(4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in 

matters of faith (8) 

9  In the distant past 
(Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3) 

10 Armada (1 Kings 

10:22) (5) 

11 Where Moses was 
confronted with the 

burning bush (Exodus 3:1) 

(5) 

12 Hair colour indicative 
of skin infection (Leviticus 

13:30) (6) 

14 ‘The worries of this life 

and the — of wealth choke 
it, making it unfruitful’ 

(Matthew 13:22) (13) 

17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) 

(6) 
19 What Jesus wrapped 

round his waist when he 

washed his disciples’ feet 

(John 13:4) (5) 
22 The sixth plague to 

afflict the Egyptians 

(Exodus 9:9) (5) 

23 For nine (anag.) (7) 
24 Where there is no time 

(Psalm 93:2) (8) 

25 Goliath’s challenge to 

the Israelite army in the 
Valley of Elah: ‘This day I 

— the ranks of Israel!’ (1 

Samuel 17:10) (4) 

 
DOWN 
1  ‘I will become angry 

with them and forsake 

them; I — — my face from 

them’ (Deuteronomy 
31:17) (4,4) 

2  Usual description of 

prophets such as Amos, 

Hosea, Micah, and so on 
(5) 

4  ‘They cannot see the 

light of the gospel of the 

— — — , who is the 
image of God’ (2 

Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6) 

5  An animal’s internal 

edible parts (Leviticus 
4:11) (5) 

6  Popular 20th-century 

religious novel by Lloyd 

C. Douglas, which became 
a 1953 film starring 

Richard Burton (3,4) 

7  ‘A — on a hill cannot be 

hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4) 

8  One of the exiles, a 
descendant of Bebai, who 

married a foreign woman 

(Ezra 10:28) (6) 

13 Old Testament hymn-
singing (8) 

15 ‘And O what transport 

of delight from thy pure — 

floweth’ (7) 
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3) 

18 ‘So — the — sets you 

free, you will be free 

indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3) 
20 Comes between ‘bad’ 

and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5) 

21 ‘Neither height nor 

depth... will be — to 
separate us from the love 

of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4) 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/
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SUDOKUS 
 

First a tricky one.  Solution on page 29 

Now an even trickier one.  Solution next month 

Solution 

on p. 29 

BRIDGE  
  

South to lead in No 

Trumps, and N/S to 

make 5 tricks.  How? 
 

 NORTH 

 ♠  9 5 2  

 ♥  A 6 2 

WEST ♦  -  EAST 
♠  8 6 ♣  -  ♠  10 7 3 

♥  Q 5 3       ♥  K 

♦  8 SOUTH    ♦  7 6 

♣  - ♠  J 4  ♣  - 
 ♥  J 4 

 ♦  9 2 

 ♣  - 

7 4      6  

  6  8   1  

   6      

 2 8   7    

6     4 2  5 

        7 

4      9  2 

   8     3 

  1 7 4     

 4     7 9  

  9     1 8 

7   2     3 

   5     6 

 1    9   2  

6    7  5   

 7  4     2 

2    3 7    

  1 8 6     

A LONG MARRIAGE 
 

Giuseppe, who had lived in 

England most of his life, attended  

a marriage seminar. The priest 
discovered that Giuseppe had 

been married for many years, so 

he asked him how he had 

managed to stay married to the 
same woman for so long.  

 

Giuseppe replied, “Wella, I’va 

tried to treat her nicea, spenda da 
money on her, but besta of all is, 

I tooka her to Italy for the 25th  

anniversary!”  The priest said,   

“Giuseppe, you are an inspiration 
to everyone here, especially the 

husbands.  Please tell us what 

you are planning for your 30th 

anniversary.”  
 

Giuseppe proudly replied, “I 

gonna go pick her up.”  
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THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S  

  

If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would 

like to do so, or would like more information, please 

see the literature in the church or contact one of the 

officers (eg Richard Wheen, Secretary,  842082, 
rwheen@hotmail.com). The annual subscription is 

£15 for one person, £30 for a household. 

 

The object of the Friends is to help maintain the 
fabric and structure of St. Mary’s, an important focal point at the centre of Buckland 

and a listed building with 1,000 years of history. 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 2018 
  

 Sunday 15th April 12 noon in the Reading Room  

 
This year the Vestry Meeting and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held 

on Sunday 15th April at 12 noon in the Reading Room.   We hope that many of you 

who are resident in the parish or on the church electoral roll will be able to attend the 

Vestry meeting.  Refreshments will be served.  
 

We will be electing churchwardens to stand for another year.  

 

Following the Vestry meeting the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held. 
Only those on the electoral roll may attend this meeting.  Electoral roll forms are at 

the back of the church. 

 

We will be voting for PCC members at this meeting.  If anyone would like to stand 
for the PCC please speak to one of the churchwardens or the PCC secretary. Anyone 

wishing to go on the Church Electoral Roll should please contact Mrs Liz Vahey  

( 221444).  

  
(Please note that anyone disqualified under section 178 of the Charities Act 2011 

because of bankruptcy or conviction for an offence of dishonesty or deception is not 

eligible to stand for the PCC). 

                                                                                       Rosey Davy (PCC Secretary) 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

FUNERAL Sheila Mitchell, who died on 10th February, aged 65.  Formerly of  

2nd March Orchard House, Home Farm Close, Betchworth.  May she rest in 

peace and rise in glory. 

            MORE ON WALKING 
 

Walking is diet without denial, medicine without prescription, 

exercise without expense, travelling without pollution, and therapy 
without a coach. Try it! 

PRESCRIPTION CHARGES 

For your information Prescription Charges will increase to £8.80 per item from 1st 

April 2018. 

Bob Bartlett 

 April Diary 
 

Page 

Wed 4th 10am-4pm Leith Hill chairmaking day (NB phone to book) 20 

 
Sun   

 
15th   

10am-12noon Beautifying Buckland (meet at RR) 9 

12noon Annual Parochial Church Meeting (RR) 7 

2-5pm Teas on Brockham Green 10 

Mon 16th 7.30pm Brockham Horticultural Society Talk 21 

 

Sat  

 

21st  
 St. Anselm 15 

10am-12noon Bowls Taster session 23 

Wed 25th 2-4pm St. Michael’s drop-in teas 13 

Sat 28th 10am-12noon Bowls Taster Session 23 

NB.  A small prize will be awarded to anyone actively involved full time  

in all the 15th April activities listed above 
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GRACE OF THE MONTH 
 

Lord, may we bless thee for these gifts of 

 love, 

Our food today, nor deem the gift is 
 small; 

And seek the bread that cometh from 

 above, 

The life-stay of the soul, the best of all. 
 

POEM OF THE MONTH 
 
Refuse to be discouraged when the storm 

 clouds come your way,  

But trust that in tomorrow you’ll find a 

 brighter day.  
Refuse to be discouraged when you’re 

 faced with doubts and fears,  

But keep on pressing onward for the joy 

 beyond the tears.  
Refuse to be discouraged, and in time 

 you’ll understand  

That if you keep believing, things may 

 work out just as planned. 

PRAYER OF THE MONTH 
 

Lord of life, we thank you for the life and 

death of Jesus.  Most of all  

we thank you for His 
resurrection which changed 

the world and made it 

possible for us to know you  

as our loving, gracious Father. 
 

Lord, when we feel locked in, imprisoned 

by fears and circumstances, help us to 

remember that locked doors mean 
nothing to you. You can set us free. You 

can help us. You give strength for today 

and tomorrow. You give us new life as 

your children, through faith in Jesus. 
 

May we open our hearts to your help 

today; to receive from you the peace and 

power that we need – and then to share it. 
In Jesus’ name,  Amen. 

 

BOOK READING 
 

Do you have any spare time in which you might visit your local primary school?  

Bible Society is looking for volunteers to help run their Open the Book scheme in 

schools across the country.  In the UK, two out of five children have never had the 
Bible read to them. You could change that for your local children!  

 

More than 15,000 volunteer storytellers have already signed up, but many more are 

needed.  To put it simply, if your local school does not yet have an Open the Book 
group, then you are needed.  Details at:  https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-

involved/open-the-book/ 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/open-the-book/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/open-the-book/
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DORKING MUSEUM IN APRIL 
 

Easter holidays family fun: Our family quiz focuses on the Museum’s 

popular dinosaur fossils.  Quiz sheet and do-it-yourself activity 
available during Museum opening hours between 5th and 14th April. 

Dorking Museum Quiz Night: Café Rialto, 33 South Street, Monday 

9th April, 7pm.  A general knowledge quiz.  Tables of 4-6, bring a team or join one 

on the night.  Tickets £15, including free buffet.  Book with Penny Tompkins, 
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or  01483 203288, or on website. 

Our spring exhibition with Capel Camera Club, ‘A New View of Dorking’, offers 

stunning local images celebrating the town and surrounding area.  Look at the 

images, read about their creators and their inspiration, and vote for your favourite.  
Walks and tours: Join in a town centre heritage or pubs walk, follow the Deepdene 

Trail, or take a tour through the 17th century South Street Caves.  

All are open for group bookings.  For individual bookings, Open Days in April: 

 Town Centre Pub Walk, 7th April, 3pm; 

 Town Centre Heritage Walks, 15th April, 11am, and 21st April, 6pm; 

 South Street Caves Tours, 28th April, 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm.  

 
Please see website for details and advance booking, and for other dates.  Dorking 

Museum, 62 West Street.  Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. 

www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or  

 01306 876591. 

BEWARE TOO MUCH TECHNOLOGY TOO YOUNG 
 

How do you get a normal nine-year-old to sit perfectly still for 7¼ hours a day?  Put 

him or her in front of a television. And, over time, watch his or her health 

deteriorate. 
 

Such is the message from a recent study on children and obesity.   A group of 

European child-health experts have found a strong link between obesity and 

prolonged exposure to media and technology during children’s formative years.  
 

Today’s toddlers spend an hour a day watching TV, but this rises ‘dramatically’ to 

7¼ hours by the time they reach nine, and as they become more engrossed in other 

types of media. 
 

A recent study published in the journal Acta Paediatrica names these trends as 

contributing to childhood obesity levels, which have surged at an ‘alarming rate’ 

over the past 25 years.   It is reckoned that 19 per cent of European children and 
adolescents are overweight.  
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READING ROOM 
 

The Reading Room will be unavailable from Monday 2nd April to Friday 13th April 

as there will some redecoration work taking place.  All regular users have been 

informed. 
  

The lock on the door is being changed for a keypad.  Our weekly regulars will be 

supplied with a key, but for occasional and casual hirers, when you have booked the 

room you will need to contact Stella Cantor for the code which will obviously be 
changed regularly.  Email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com or  

 843335. 

         EXTRA BELL RINGING 
 

There will be extra bell ringing in St Mary’s on 13th April between 

1.30pm and 2.15pm. 

David Sayce, Bell Captain 

BEAUTIYING BUCKLAND 

Hello to the band of workers who helped plant the bulbs in the village last Autumn.  

The time has come for the second phase of Beautifying Buckland using the last of 
the donation given by James and Celia Fortune via Brockham Horticultural Society.  

 

David Hogg has received the Primroses and Cowslips for planting as plugs and is 

taking care of them for a while.  Can I call on all of you once 
more, and any others who would like to help, to have a morning 

planting on 15th April from 10am (meeting at the Reading Room 

again) till 12 noon .  The ground should be a bit warmer and 

easier to dig.  Please remember to bring your own trowel and 
gloves and kneeling pad.  Tea and coffee will be provided if the 

Reading Room has finished being redecorated.  The planting will 

be in the same places so again not suitable for little folk or dogs.  Safety bibs will be 

provided.  Thank you all in advance.   
 

Phone   843297 if you need any more information. 

Tilly Mitchell 

mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
mailto:bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
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WINTER AND LENT LUNCHES 
 

By the time you read this the 2017/2018 winter lunches and lent lunches will be all 

over.   Liz, Mary, Margaret & John, Everett and myself would like to thank all of our 

friends who have supported us over the months and who have helped to 
make Thursdays a very happy day for us all.  Because of your 

generosity we have again made a profit which will go towards the 

Bishop’s Lent Call.  At Christmas we sent a cheque to ‘Crisis at 

Christmas’ to help those in need have a hot Christmas lunch.    
 

A date has been set for our Midsummer lunch. This will be on Thursday 21st June at 

12 noon in the Buckland Reading Room.  So please put this in your diaries.    Of 

course the 2018 Winter lunches will start again on the second Thursday of each 
month, the first of which will be 13th September.   

 

We hope you all have a very happy summer and we look forward to seeing you in 

June.    Best wishes from Carol, Liz, Mary, Margaret & John and Everett.   

 

TEAS ON BROCKHAM GREEN.  PLEASE CAN YOU HELP? 
 

St. Mary’s and St. Michael’s Churches have been asked to do the Teas on Brockham 

Green on Sunday 15th April, 2-5pm (in the Church Hall if wet) to raise funds for our 

two Churches.   We need helpers from 1.15 to 5.30 pm part or all of the time, to 
assist with putting out tables and chairs, both inside and out if the 

weather’s good and then putting them away again at the end of the 

day.  We need people to plate up and serve cakes to the public.   

We need somebody to take the money and give change.   Prices 
are fixed. We need helpers to make the tea, pour it and in the 

kitchen to wash up.  (There is a quick, efficient mechanical 

dishwasher).  Most importantly we need people to make cakes and 

biscuits for the day.   We will need 20 or more good selling cakes, e.g. sponge cakes 
decorated, cup cakes/muffins and yummy biscuits, flapjacks, scones, etc.  We need a 

team of 7-8  on the day and others making cakes beforehand. 

 

If you can help us on 15th April, please RSVP : ginnyeaton@hotmail.co.uk or text/
call on  07880 206 828   ASAP.   Thank you.    

C.L. 

A religious farmer lost his Bible out in the field.  A few days later he went to answer 

a noise at his door.  Standing there was a cow, with his Bible in its mouth.  The 
farmer raised his eyes to heaven and thanked the Lord for this miracle.   “Not 

really,” said the cow.  “Your name was written inside.” 
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 
 

Our friendly Bowls Club is situated in a unique position down by the River Mole, off 

Mill Hill Lane (south).  The outdoor season runs from April to September, and there 
are also various social events throughout the year. 

 

The members are busy gearing up for the new season.  We run Club nights on 

Thursdays, when members can either join in playing a game or 
come along to watch and have a drink.  There are also more 

formal internal matches most Tuesday evenings.  We play Club 

matches weekends and midweek against other local teams, in 

addition to a number of internal Club competitions.  So there is 
plenty going on for members to select from. 

 

We are running three taster sessions on Saturday mornings for prospective new 

members who wish to give bowls a try - 21st and 28th April, and 5th May (including 
light refreshments) from 10am to 12.00.  All you need are flat soled shoes, we will 

provide the other equipment and expertise. 

 

Bowls is a fun yet competitive game for all ages, gender and ability.  Why not come 
along and meet members of the Club on one or all of the above Saturday taster 

sessions without any obligation.  If you cannot make any of these Saturdays, but 

would like to know more, please contact the Club Captain on the number below. 

 
See www.brockhambowlsclub.co.uk for more information or contact Ian Clinging 

(Club Captain) on  843219. 

SOME ONE-LINERS 
 

 Behind every successful man is a surprised mother-in-law.  

 What do you do if you see a spaceman?  You park your car in it, man. 

 My mouth doesn’t seem to have a backspace key. 

 ‘The trouble with quotes on the Internet is that you can never know if they are 

genuine.’ – St Paul.   

 Tax collector:  the person who has what it takes to take what you have. 

 What is a smile?  It’s when you laugh in a whisper. 

 A recession is a period in which you tighten up your belt.  A depression is a 
time in which you have no belt to tighten.  When you have no trousers to hold 

up, it’s a panic. 

 Never put off until tomorrow what you can do today, because by that time 

there will be a tax on it.  

mailto:ginnyeaton@hotmail.co.uk
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♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB  ♦ ♣ 
  

Recent winners are as follows: 

    
22nd Feb: N/S: John Mitchell & Savas Oratis 

 E/W: John Hill & Bob Morss 

1st March: Winners: Richard Pocock & Geoff Woodcock  

 Runners-up: Dirk Laan & Chris Greenacre  
8th March: N/S: Graham Woolcott & Chris Nasta 

 E/W:  Savas Oratis & Hetty Fisher 

15th March N/S: Richards Pocock & Wheen 

 E/W: Sue McLean & Annick Wilcox 
  

Congratulations to all concerned.  We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room 

each Thursday and start at 2.15pm, but please arrive and sit down no later than 

2.05pm.  For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland 
 

Please do not park in front of the village shop or at the bus stop, nor block access to 
Dungates Lane or to houses in the area. 

Richard Wheen 

 

 

SOME OF BILLY GRAHAM’S QUOTABLE QUOTES 
 

 I’ve read the last page of the Bible, it’s all going to turn out all right. 

 It is the Holy Spirit’s job to convict, God’s job to judge and my job to love. 

 God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and bled, and died, it 

was God saying to the world, ‘I love you.’ 

 Suppose you could gain everything in the whole world, and lost your soul. 
Was it worth it? 

 There is nothing wrong with men possessing riches. The wrong comes when 

riches possess men. 

 The only time my prayers are never answered is on the golf course. 

 Take one day at a time. Today, after all, is the tomorrow you worried about 

yesterday. 

 World events are moving very rapidly now.  I pick up the Bible in one hand, 

and I pick up the newspaper in the other. And I read almost the same words in 

the newspaper as I read in the Bible.  It’s being fulfilled every day round 

about us. 

 Believers, look up – take courage. The angels are nearer than you think. 

 Without the Resurrection, the cross is meaningless. 
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HOUSE NAMES 
 

In the midst of all the other things going on in the country right now (think Brexit, 

teachers’ and train drivers’ strikes and the Six Nations 

Cup), you may have missed one which will affect many 
of us.  As from 1st April all houses will be allocated 

numbers, and at some stage in the future it will become 

mandatory to use these numbers on letters going by 

post.  It has not yet been decided whether houses with 
names will be allowed to continue to use their house 

name in future, alongside the house number. 

 

Royal Mail stress that houses which already have numbers will not be affected by 
this change. 

 

One good bit of news: one house number plate will be supplied to each household  

free of charge.  As you might expect there are regulations about where the numbers 
should be affixed, as well as their size, colour and shape, so as to make them as 

visible as reasonably possible from the road. 

 

The reason for the change?  To make the postperson’s job easier and quicker, and 
thereby save money. 

 

Royal Mail have asked the general public not to make enquiries at post offices 

regarding this proposed change, as they have not got the staff to deal with such 
matters, especially not around Easter. 

PLASTIC CHALLENGE NOT JUST FOR LENT 
 

Those who gave up chocolate for Lent can now enjoy their Mars bars or flakes.  The 

Lent Plastic Challenge created by the CofE’s Environment Programme was given 

considerable coverage by the media, but giving up plastic just for Lent is really not 
on – we need to change our lifestyles and reduce the amount of plastic we use 

throughout the whole year.   

 

The challenge’s guide for each day is easily adaptable to use every day. This is 
something everyone can use and know it really can make a difference. Only one 

percent of the plastic in our oceans floats.  Pictures of uninhabited islands which 

should be idyllic show huge amounts of plastic on their beaches.  We can all do our 

bit to make the Lent challenge last the year round.  Visit http://
www.churchcare.co.uk/images/Plastic_Free_Lent.pdf  

http://www.churchcare.co.uk/images/Plastic_Free_Lent.pdf
http://www.churchcare.co.uk/images/Plastic_Free_Lent.pdf
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Help to improve the state of the highways ……..  Surrey County Council (SCC) 

recently stated that government underfunding of its highways has prevented SCC 
maintaining its roads to the level expected by its residents. 

 

SCC has advised that given the importance of the county’s road 

network to the Surrey economy and the adverse impact of this 
winter’s weather on its busy B and C roads to allocate an 

additional £5m to highways maintenance. 

 

When Surrey Highways Officers decide which sections of 
Surrey’s roads should be prioritised they will consider the many highways reports 

submitted by residents.   

  

Hopefully, each time you encounter a pothole or a section of damaged road you 
already submit a report to SCC Highways - if not please do so in future.   

 

As funds are limited and will be insufficient to repair every problem please take a 

few moments to submit reports.  If you are submitting a report of a pothole you can 
submit a photograph.  If you are able (safely) to measure the depth of the pothole at 

40mm or more, please state this as this threshold will trigger a quicker response from 

Surrey Highways. 

 
If you have internet access visit www.surreycc.gov.uk, click the “Report It” tab and 

select an appropriate option to enable you make your report.  If you do not have 

access to the internet or prefer to use a telephone, call the Surrey Highways Team on  

 0300 200 1003. 
 

Blocked gullies, drainage problems (e.g. standing water), damaged ironwork (e.g. 

manhole cover), vegetation obstructing roads and pavements and obscured or 

defective traffic signs should all be reported to Surrey Highways.  Any problems 
relating to street cleaning, fly tipping, litter, abandoned vehicles or dead animals 

should be reported to MVDC (visit www.molevalley.gov.uk or call  01306 

885001). 

 
Thames Water Campaign – Bin it – don’t block it  Thames Water is asking all its 

customers to ensure wet wipes and cooking fats and oils are disposed with 

“household waste” and not flushed into the sewers with the motto: “Do the right 

thing now and avoid a nasty surprise”.  For more information visit the Thames 
Water website – a link is published on the village website (www.bucklandsurrey.net). 

 

Sheena Boyce, Clerk: Email: bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk 
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM                                          
 

 IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE  

PARTIES, EVENTS, MEETINGS AND CLUBS 

£30 per session (concessionary rates for regular hirers) 

 

For further information see our website at 

www.bucklandsurrey.net/local-amenities/buckland-reading-room  
 

For booking enquiries contact us on 

Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com (preferred)  

or call Stella Cantor on  843335  

SAVE THE DATE! 
Brockham Open Gardens, Saturday 23rd June  

 

For the sixth year running, there will be an opportunity to view 
some lovely gardens and enjoy refreshments in Brockham on 

our Open Gardens Day, which will be held on Saturday 23rd 

June 2018, organised by Christ Church, Brockham.  Further 

details to follow. 
 

If you can help on the day please contact Sally Holland at sally@mountlink.com  

 

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 

In March our gardens eventually showered us with a great display of colour despite 

February being bitterly cold and snow covering the Country.  Now that April has 
arrived the blossom is not letting us down either.  Spring is finally 

here.  The slightly milder weather can be deceptive in April so don’t 

be caught out by short sharp frosts that still might occur.  Don’t be 

fooled into planting tender young plants just yet.  Leave for another 
month or so.  Use this opportunity to finish your winter digging, 

spring clean your borders and revitalise your lawn. 

 

The final talk for 2018 will take place on Monday 16th April at the Brockham 
Recreational Pavilion Hall at 7.30pm.  Entrance £3.  Geoff Hawkins will be the 

speaker for the evening with his subject  ‘All Year Round Colour’.  All members and 

non-members are welcome. 

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk
http://www.molevalley.gov.uk
mailto:Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
mailto:sally@mountlink.com
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LEITH HILL PLACE 
 

The staff and volunteers at Leith Hill Place have been very busy behind the scenes 

getting ready to open Leith Hill Place for its new season on Friday 23rd March. We 

will once again be opening on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holiday 
Mondays, shutting on Sunday 29th July for the Ride London cycle event. Our doors 

open at 11am, with last entry at 4.30pm. The house closes at 5pm. 

 

We have a refreshed Ralph Vaughan Williams Timeline exhibition upstairs, as well 
as a display in the Study about the restoration work that has already taken place in 

the house. Our talented volunteer bakers will be back in the very popular tea room, 

baking delicious scones and cakes for a donation. 

 
We are open on all four days for the Easter weekend and have an interactive trail for 

younger children as part of the Cadbury Easter Egg Hunt (£3 per child). 

 

After some successful workshop events last season, Leith Hill Place is now offering 
more workshops covering a wide range of interests. All must be pre-booked:  

 

Still life painting at Leith Hill with Mary Hainline 

29th March, 10am – 4pm, £50 including a cream tea 
Bring along your acrylics, boards and brushes and get set for a wonderful day, 

surrounded by the inspirational views of Leith Hill. Accomplished Surrey artist Mary 

Hainline will be on hand with expertise and advice. To book call Penny  07982 

445041 or email penelopegreen@btinternet.com 
 

From stick to chair with Tom Nicholson Smith 

4th April, 10am – 4pm, £60 materials and a cream tea included.  The raw material of 

wood is often overlooked in its smaller dimensions - spend a day making a small 
chair upholstered with a seagrass seat with guidance from artist/sculptor Tom 

Nicholson Smith.  To book call Penny  07982 445041  or email 

penelopegreen@btinternet.com 

TWEET, TWEET 
 

A good dose of birdsong can cheer you up, boosting your mental well-being for 

more than four hours, a study has found.  Seeing trees and the sky is also a help.  

 
In a recent study, King’s College researchers found that even short 

exposures to nature are hugely beneficial, especially ‘to those 

individuals who are at risk of poor mental health.’     
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ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN TEAS      
                            
2pm – 4pm  on the fourth Wednesday each month at the Hamilton Room, Church 

Street, Betchworth.  
 

The St Michael’s Drop-In Teas have now been running for six years, providing a 

social meeting place for anyone in the villages on the appropriate afternoon.  We 

provide tea, biscuits and cake, and a welcoming venue to meet 
new friends and catch up with many of the busy people in the 

village.   We have a growing connection with Broome Park and 

have welcomed many residents, brought by minibus, and their 

families and friends.   We welcome all ages and have a few items 
to amuse the young, and not so young.  

 

Visitors have come from far and wide, visiting the Church to look for memorials,  

visiting the village where relations have lived, walkers and cyclists, and those just 
dropping in while passing.    

  

Thanks to donations during 2017 we were able to support local and national charities, 

including Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital, McMillan Cancer Support 
Services, Safe Passage UK, who help unaccompanied children and young people 

access safe and legal passages to reach their family members in the UK, as well as 

supporting the work of Street Pastors in Redhill, Reigate and Horley town centres. 

I would like to thank the helpers who enable this to take place, Anne, June, Linda, 
Carol, Liz and Brenda, and John, Everett and Alice, who are essential in the setting 

up and clearing away each month.  We will miss Gordon Forrest too, who regularly 

helped during our afternoon sessions.  This is very much a team effort.  

     
Our dates for the rest of 2018 are:  25th April, 23rd May, 27th June, 25th July, 22nd 

August, 26th September, 24th October, and our seventh Christmas Party on  28th 

November.      

 
All are welcome to come at any time during the afternoon.  If you would like 

transport, please contact Margaret Miller on  842098. 

 

Come when you can and go when you must: a welcome awaits you. 

TOO LATE 
 

When I asked my friend if she was planning to attend church, she just shook her 

head. “I haven’t gone in a long time,” she said. “Besides, it’s too late for me.  I’ve 
probably already broken all seven commandments.” 

mailto:penelopegreen@btinternet.com
mailto:penelopegreen@btinternet.com
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NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

It is sometimes hard to keep up with 

the many advances and changes in the 
world of communication and technology 
and we work hard to ensure that 

children are taught to use technology 
sensibly and safely. To help achieve this 
we once again celebrated ‘Safer 

Internet Day’ across our 
three sites, with the theme 
‘Create, Connect and Share 

Respect - a better internet 
starts with you’.  
 

Whilst we want our pupils to 
feel confident and be 

safe with new 
developments it is 
just as important to maintain our links 

with tradition, the most important of 
which is a love of reading.  We recently 
celebrated World Book Day in which 

there were many activities based 
around books, authors, story reading 
and story writing – as well as having 

another excuse for a spot of fancy 
dress! 
 

We were recently visited by Ofsted 
who stated that ‘The leadership team 
has maintained the good quality of 

education in the school since the last 
inspection’ and that ‘classroom visits 

across all three sites showed the school 

to be an industrious and happy place’. 
We are immensely proud of our school, 
its pupils, staff, parents and governors 

and, if you would like to read our full 
inspection letter from Ofsted, please 
do visit www.northdowns.surrey.sch.uk   

 
Swimming lessons for our 
junior children have resumed.  

Now that our heated pool is 
covered we have been able to 
extend the swimming season. 

Our junior pupils have a 
swimming lesson once 

a week with qualified 
swimming instructors 

and there are swimming clubs held for 

pupils after school where they will 
advance their swimming skills and have 
the opportunity to learn lifesaving 

techniques.  
 
We are also looking forward to some 

warmer, drier weather when we can 
start to make regular visits to our 
allotment in Brockham.  I think we have 

almost forgotten what the sun looks 
like…spring can’t come soon enough for 
us all.  

 
Jane Douglass, Headteacher   

Be the best you can be, every day 
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A REVIEW OF BUCKLAND HISTORY, BY DUNCAN FERNS 

 

Buckland Reading Room boasted yet another full house for Jim Docking’s Money 

for Madagascar appeal talks.  Friday evening’s offering was so ably given by Duncan 

Ferns.  His subject was the history of our lovely village from the year 1000 to the 
present day.  From the word go he took us on a rollercoaster ride down through the 

centuries, past the Domesday survey in 1086 and on through the many owners and 

divisions of land to the present day, and what a lot we all learnt.  The estate which 

has now been in the same family for over 300 years is very different from its 
beginnings. Duncan illustrated this with pictures and maps together with mini Bios of 

the previous owners and their influences on the village and its expansion. 

 

So thank you so much, Duncan, for giving us such an entertaining and educational 
evening (Jim’s guests are never dull).  The subject, your humour and engaging style 

ensured attention. 

 

Carol Leeds gave a well deserved thanks, followed by the traditional tea, coffee and 
biscuits and a chance to discuss.  

 

Jim tells me that your generosity was at a high and you gave £300 for the 

Madagascar fund.  This will buy a lot of necessities where they are desperately 
needed. 

 

For those who would like to know more, check out www.bucklandsurrey.net.  Even 

better, beg or borrow a copy of Duncan’s excellent book, you won’t regret it. 

GOOD HOMES WANTED URGENTLY FOR 2 YOUNG CATS 
 

JENNY is 6 months old, predominantly white, with tabby patches.  

BELLA is predominantly white with black smudges and is 1 year 
old.  They are friendly cats and have been spayed, vaccinated and 

microchipped. They are seeking quiet homes with gardens away from 

busy road.  They could be homed together or separately. 

 
For information please ring Peggy on  842547 or   07880 

911461, afternoons or evenings.  Please leave a message with a number if I do not 

answer your call. Thank you. 
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WITH THE END OF ONE TAX YEAR  
AND THE START OF A NEW ONE  

 

 Penny:  a pound after taxes. 

 Economist:  a person who can tell you what is going to happen next month 

and explain later why it didn’t.  

 Economic forecast: ‘Business will be either better or worse.’ -  Calvin 
Coolidge 

 Things never seem so bad if you know your neighbour is having a worse time.   

 Most families don’t mind paying the piper if they can do it on their credit 
card.   

 The art of taxation consists in so plucking the goose as to obtain the largest 

number of feathers with the least possible amount of hissing.    

BIG CHANGE AT MEAL TIMES 
 

The chances of your family sharing a leisurely meal at the table each evening are 

nearly gone.  Instead, busy work and leisure schedules mean that each one of us eats 

more and more on our own, and almost always on the sofa, in front of a screen.  
(Only 18 per cent of us use a dining table.)  

 

Even when we eat together, we tend to drift into the living room, and still watch 

television, computers, or hand-held screen devices as we eat.   The survey, done by 
Co-op, also discovered that most of us eat our dinners in just 21 minutes.   

WHY SO SAD? 

The British are taking far more antidepressants than some of our neighbours in 

Europe, according to a recent global study. 

In fact, the UK has become the fourth biggest consumer of antidepressants, with a 

rate that nearly tripled in 2015.  There are now 94.2 daily doses for every 1000 
people.  That is up from 37.6 doses per thousand in 2000, and more than twice that 

taken by the French, Italians and Dutch.   

The top countries for antidepressants are Iceland, Australia, Portugal and the UK.  

One doctor explained: ‘Waiting lists are very long for psychological therapies, so 
doctors reach for their prescription pads instead.’  Certainly, the rise in drugs such as 

Prozac has been seen in every wealthy nation, as people are increasingly willing to 

ask for help. 

The Research was by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD). 
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Anselm  -  the man who proved there is a God - 21st April 

Anselm is a good saint to remember if someone asks you to prove that there 
is a God.  His brilliant Proslogion, written 1077-8, sets out the ‘ontological’ 

proof for God’s existence.  Nearly ten centuries later, it is still studied by 

theological students as a great philosophical ‘proof’ of God’s existence. 

Anselm was born at Aosta in 1033, the son of a spendthrift Lombard nobleman, 
whom Anselm detested.  In time he decided to become a Benedictine monk, and so 

joined Lanfranc’s famous monastery at Bec (c. 1060).  He became prior, then abbot.  

He was loved by his monks, appreciated for his sensitivity and intuitiveness.  He 

remained friends also with Lanfranc, who had gone on to be Archbishop of 

Canterbury.  After Lanfranc’s death, Anselm reluctantly agreed to accept the job. 

Anselm made known his views on Church-versus-King, and they did not please the 

king.  William Rufus exiled him in 1097 and King Henry I exiled him in 1103.  

Anselm was utterly committed to what he saw as the cause of God and the Church, 
and therefore had no time for temporal politics.  Peace between archbishop and 

monarch was not achieved until 1106. 

Anselm spent the rest of his life in England.  His theological stance of ‘Faith seeking 

understanding’ and ‘the mind at faith’s service’ were the keys to his life and 

teaching.   

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO 
 

The Rector retells the story of Holy Week (from Palm Sunday till Easter Day), under 

the heading “What we do and why we do it”.  It is a very good, albeit brief, summary 
of what happened on each day during that week. 

 

The Reigate & Redhill Choral Society is giving a concert on 27th April in St Mary’s 

Church, Reigate.  Does this suggest that the Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society 
had not yet been formed?  Answers on a postcard please (or by email for those who 

have not yet learned to write postcards). 

 

Here endeth Volume 6 of the bound Buckland Parish Magazines, which goes from 
January 1966 to April 1968.  We will start on Volume 7 in May. 
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APRIL GARDEN NOTES 
 

After an extremely cold early spring, what a relief it is to have warmer temperatures. 

It’s unlikely that the cold snap in early March will have caused too much damage to 

plants. Most losses occur with persistent “permafrost” over a number of weeks, 
rather than the week of sub-zero bitter chill we experienced in this area.  It can also 

be late frosts in April which could scorch new growth, so take care to protect tender 

plants with fleece when there is a cold weather warning in the next few weeks.  

 
Most plants will put on a growth spurt in the next couple of months.  So from 

perennials to shrubs, seeds to pot-grown trees, start growing now for maximum 

benefit this year.  Small plants will usually establish more reliably and easily than 

larger specimens – so be patient and save money as well.  
 

Lawns have not escaped a battering this winter. The good news is that now is the best 

time for treatment.  Moss appears to be more prevalent than ever, especially in areas 

of poor drainage, weak grass and compacted soil.  Aerate or spike the lawn and rake 
out accumulated thatch to encourage stronger grass growth. This will be easier if a 

mosskiller has been used beforehand, but is not essential.  Alternatively, there is a 

new product available which is a natural moss remover and lawn feeder. Friendly 

bacteria digests moss and converts it into an organic lawn feed. It is safe for children 
and pets, doesn’t blacken moss and will not need raking out.  Perfect !  

 

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries  

DO YOU COMPLAIN IN RESTAURANTS? 
 

There you are at the table, and the food arrives with a flourish – only to be the wrong 

meal, or tasting awful, or not cooked enough, or too cold, or simply too little.  What 

do you do? 
 

A recent study has found that while the majority of us would be willing to speak up, 

there are still more than a third of us who will simply grin and gulp it, without 

complaining to the restaurant at all.  We are either too nervous or too embarrassed.   
Only 16 per cent of us would always make a fuss about any mistake. 

Why did God create man before woman?    

1  He didn’t want any advice. 
2  Because it’s always good to have a rough draft before you create a masterpiece.  

 

Why did Moses wander through the desert for 40 years?  Because even back then 

men wouldn’t stop and ask for directions. 
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WHEN GUITARS MEET MATINS 
 

The Rectory, St James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 
It was kind of you to send your music group to us last Sunday morning while our 

choir had a Sunday off for its celebratory lunch.  Miss Timmins’ ninety-fourth 

birthday brought the combined choir’s age to 1,000; which is quite a distinction for 

twelve people.  Clearly, a Sunday commitment to ‘Hymns Ancient & Modern’, 
consumption of industrial quantities of peppermints and pleasant naps during 

sermons has a positive effect on longevity. 

 

I had rather looked forward to hearing some Bach motets from your group, but now 
have learned that guitars, drums and choral Matins is not a marriage made in heaven. 

All your group lacked was a drum majorette leading the procession up the aisle.  

 

It was quite obvious the music was going to be a little different when I arrived to see 
that the lectern, Lady Tadcaster’s flower arrangement and the verger had all 

disappeared behind an amplifier. The only person not disconcerted by this was the 

verger, who realised it presented an excellent opportunity to do the crossword 

unobserved during Divine Worship.  
 

Your display of the hymns on a screen was well intended, but did the screen have to 

be in front of the pulpit? I had to balance on several kneelers to be seen over it, and 

throughout the sermon could only think of how to look dignified should the whole 
pile collapse mid-sentence.  The lack of hymn books also terrified the congregation – 

they had nothing to hold, and so resorted to clutching Kleenex or the pew in front of 

them.   

 
But the worst moment was when the group gave its ‘solo number’. (Couldn’t it have 

been called an ‘anthem’?) Half way through, dear Mrs Ffitch, who has always been 

somewhat excitable, felt called to do a spontaneous religious dance down the aisle. 

The congregation froze in horror.  We all avoided catching her eye after the Service, 
but what do we say when we see her in the village tomorrow morning?  Best to 

simply stay indoors for a few days. 

 

Perhaps your music group could visit us again for our choir’s 2000th anniversary – 
which I suspect it will consist of the same people, as they are all tenacious of note, 

opinion and age. 

 

Your loving uncle,  
 

Eustace 


