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Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net; Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net 
 

Printed by Vincent Press Ltd.   01306 880177   sales@vincentpress.co.uk 

BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

01372 802602 

 842302 
842302 

248909 

07701 347351 

842082 
842082 

842082 

843297 

844267 

Monday 1 - 4pm Art Group David Burrells 

 4.15 - 5.15pm Rainbows Jane Stewart 
 5.30 - 7pm Brownies Jane Stewart 

1st/3rd Mons 10am - 12 noon U3A Singing Meike Laurenson 

Tuesday 10am - 12 noon Tiny Tots Toddlers Debbie Jones 

 2 - 5.15pm Tues. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  
Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm Bridge Class Richard Wheen 

Thursday 2 - 5.45pm Thur. Bridge Club Richard Wheen  

 7 - 8.30pm Yoga Tilly Mitchell 

2nd Saturday  1.30 - 5.30pm Sugar Guild Karen Hoad  

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS 

Carole Evans 

David Sayce     
Mandy Creasey  

Tamlynne Chapman 

Pam Patch 

Derek Holgate     
Jane Siegle      

 

Jean Cooke     

Ianthe Cox     
Sheena Boyce   

Emma Gallagher     

Margaret Miller 

Catriona Martin  
Jane Stewart 

Jane Douglass   

Dr Jim Docking  

Tim Howe 
John Maud 

Liz Vahey  

Julian Steed  

Sheila Dyer   
 

Margaret Miller 

Arts Society, Betchworth 

Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 

Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 

Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 

British Legion 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society 

Brockham Surgery/Chemist 

Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary) 

Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 
Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 

Buckland Village Shop  

Children’s Society 

Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland  
Girl Guides contact 

North Downs Primary School 

One World Group 

Reading Room - Chairman 
 - Treasurer 

 - Secretary 

Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 

St. Catherine’s Hospice 
Surrey Police - non-urgent 

Women’s Institute   

01372 452563 

242776 
843610 

  842291 

844138 

   842654 
   844496         

843259/842175 

 245161 

    843105 
448023   

 845999 

 842098 

07710 498591 
842302 

843211 

843260 

843529 
843530 

221444 

842220 

842046 
101 

842098 

To book the Reading Room, email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com  

(preferred) or phone Stella Cantor on  843335 
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http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
https://outlook.live.com/owa/bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com


2     
 

SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND 

Rector Interregnum 

Priest in 

Retirement 

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane, 

Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com 

Reader His Honour Peter Slot, The Red House, Old Reigate Road, 

Betchworth RH3 7DR (842010).  Email: tarq1840@aol.com 

Church- 

wardens 

 

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)  

(+ Bell Captain).  Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG 

(221444) (+ electoral register).  Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com  

Parish Admin. Christine Deards, Reading Room, Buckland (845935).   

Email: officerectory@btinternet.com 

Hon.  

Treasurer 

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 

(841058).  Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com  

Hon. Sec. Mrs Rosey Davy.  Email: roseydavy@gmail.com 

Organist  Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT 

(241355).  Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).  

Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  

Junior Church 

Reps 

Amy Jago  (07971 085134). Email: amy.k.jago@gmail.com. And  

Sarah Munro (07771 427378). Email: sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk  

Magazine 

 - Editor  

Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH 

(842082).  Email: rwheen@hotmail.com 

- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).  

Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com 

 - Advertising  Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 

(845298).  Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com 

Church  

Rotas    

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613).  Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).  

Other: Philip Haynes (842613) 

Churchyard  

Rose Beds 

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).   

Email: everettleeds@gmail.com 

Friends of St. 

Mary’s 

Roger Daniell, Chairman.  Richard Wheen, secretary; details as above 
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Articles for the June 2018 issue must, please, be with the editor by Sunday 13th May.  

Please send editable versions of articles: we cannot accept PDFs, JPGs 
etc.  If possible, please send graphics in black and white or grayscale.  

The editor reserves the right to shorten or omit articles submitted for 

publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the following 

month.  No acknowledgement of items for the magazine will be sent 
(unless submitted by e-mail).   

 

Editorial  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not 

necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 
 

Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains 

personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the 

magazine.  In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such 
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website, 

www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net.  Please let the editor know if any of the 

information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs 

to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the 
magazine.  Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on 

the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor. 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   
 

Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 

households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  It straddles the 

A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway.  The parish registers date back to 1560, 

and the first recorded vicar to 1308.  The present church is thought to have been built 

in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860.  The church has six bells, still 
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire.  Some of the windows date from the 

14th and 15th centuries.  The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from an 

enemy bomb in 1941.  The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate 

pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.  
The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the 

West end of the church. 

  

Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher 
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark). 

13 May 

May 2018.  Issue No. 1106 

mailto:rev_davideaton@hotmail.com
mailto:officerectory@btinternet.com
mailto:amy.k.jago@gmail.com
mailto:sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
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Date Flowers Reader/Lesson  Sidesman/Procession  

6th May  

Caroline  

 

Gale 

Rosey Davy 

Acts 10: 44-end 

9.30 Rosey Davy 

Simon Thomas, David Sayce 
& Jane England 

10th May Acts 1:  

1-11 

8pm Carol Leeds/ 

Liz Vahey 

13th May Jean Cooke  

Acts 1: 15-17 

9.30 Trevor Cooke 

Caroline Gale, Keith 
Billington & Pat Evans 

20th May Acts 2: 1-21 8 David or Sally Sayce 
 

Sue  

Haynes 
27th May Romans 8: 12-17 8 Caroline Gale 

 

If you have ever wondered what the teachers really think of your child, you may 

enjoy these snippets from real reports….and the thought behind them! 

James has a remarkable ability in gathering needed information from his classmates.   

(He was caught cheating in an exam.) 

Karen is an endless fund of energy and viability. (Your hyperactive monster can’t 

stay put for five minutes.) 

Fantastic imagination!  (He’s one of the biggest liars I have ever met.) 

Margie exhibits a relaxed attitude to school, indicating that high expectations don’t 

intimidate her.   (The lazy thing hasn’t done one assignment all term.) 

Nick thrives on interaction with his peers.  (Your son never shuts up.)  

Nancy’s greatest asset is demonstrative public discussions. (Every time I give an 

assignment, she responds by sparking a classroom argument over it.) 

John enjoys the thrill of engaging challenges with his peers. (He's an incorrigible 

bully.) 

Jane is an adventurous nature lover, who rarely misses opportunities to explore new 

territory.  (Your daughter skipped class and nearly drowned trying to catch wriggly 

things in the school pond.) 
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And it’s from the old I travel to the new, keep me travelling along with you. 

 

An apt quotation to describe the journey we are all taking during our interregnum 

which we pray God is taking with us. We face changes ahead both during the 

interregnum and when we, hopefully, welcome a new priest.  It will not be an easy 

journey but we pray that our past experiences will help us to determine our future. A 

future that we hope will unite us in our faith and help us to continue to move forward. 

 

We are in the process of putting together a Parish Profile to give to possible 

candidates and we are grateful to those of you who completed the surveys which 
went out in each magazine. This has provided us with some insight into what you are 

looking for in our future priest. 

 

Life is a journey, sometimes moving forward, sometimes just standing still and 
sometimes even doubling back on ourselves when we find ourselves doubting our 

route but always God travels with us. 

 

May is the month when we celebrate another journey – Ascension Day, when Jesus 
ascended into Heaven, in other words took his final journey to be with his father. We 

also celebrate Pentecost, the third great festival of the Christian faith when the 

disciples received the Holy Spirit enabling them to take their journeys out into the 

world to spread the word as Jesus commanded.  The Diocese of Southward has 
invited us to take time for prayer in the nine days from Ascension Day to Pentecost 

and has prepared some booklets, titled Thy Kingdom Come, with daily prayers. 

These will be at the back of the church if anyone is interested. 

 

Also in May we have Christian Aid Week. This is from 14th to 20th May and this year 

will be supporting Haiti following Hurricane Matthew. The following is just part of 

Marcelin’s story. 

 

“If another hurricane comes we’d just die”.  Marcelin lost his home and livelihood 

when hurricane Matthew hit in September 2016. ‘I lost pigs, goats, everything in the 
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house.  I have nothing left’ he says. 

 

He now lives in an old concrete shower block, a tiny space he shares with his teenage 

daughters.  There are no windows or doors, and the only furniture is a single bed that 

the girls sleep on. Marcelin has shown incredible resilience in the face of such 

hardships and is working hard to raise his children alone. 

 

Every day he gets up at dawn to work the land but he’s struggling to support his 

family. The changing weather frequently destroys the food he grows and his family 

often go hungry. 

 

He can no longer afford to send his children to school and is unable to save any 

money for a new home. 

 

Christian Aid built 700 homes after the 2010 earthquake and only one needed repairs 

after hurricane Matthew. They would like to do more to help the people in Haiti so if 

an envelope comes through your door and a collector calls please consider 

contributing to the people of Haiti. 

 

Please come to our Big Brekkie in support of Christian Aid on Thursday 17th May in 

the Reading Room from 8.30am. 

Liz Vahey, Churchwarden, Buckland 

Don’t be alarmed, but these are actual notes from hospital charts.... 

 The patient refused autopsy. 

 The patient has no previous history of suicides. 

 Patient has chest pain if she lies on her left side for over a year. 

 On the second day the knee was better and on the third day it disappeared. 

 The patient has been depressed since she began seeing me in 1993. 

 Discharge status: Alive but without permission. 

 She is numb from her toes down. 

 The skin was moist and dry. 

 Occasional, constant infrequent headaches. Patient was alert and unresponsive. 

 I saw your patient today, who is still under our car for physical therapy. 

 Patient has two teenage children, but no other abnormalities. 
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SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES 

     This month’s medium  SUDOKU                     Last month’s harder SUDOKU 

BRIDGE 
 

Cash ♦A, then play a low ♣ to ♣A.  Ruff a ♦ low, lead a ♥ to ♥A and 

then lead a ♠.  West is down to ♣K 5.  If he ruffs with ♣5, North 

overruffs with ♣6 and concedes the last trick to West: if West ruffs 
with ♣K, North discards his ♥ and wins the last trick with ♣6 

CROSSWORD 
 

ACROSS: 1, Overwhelmed. 9, Valleys. 10, Strap. 11, Top. 13, Reel. 16, To do.  

17, Incite. 18, Load. 20, West. 21, Notice.  22, Wash. 23, Thin.  

25, Ash. 28, Noah’s. 29, Ever not. 30, Onesiphorus.  
 

DOWN: 2, Value. 3, Reed. 4, Host. 5, Lisp. 6, Ear lobe.  

7, Overflowing. 8, Opportunity. 12, Obtain. 14, Lid. 15, Across.  

19, Abstain. 20, Wet. 24, Hindu. 25, Asks. 26, Help. 27, Hero. 

    X     

    W     

C R O S S 

    R     

    D     

9 3 6 8 1 5 7 4 2 

5 8 4 2 7 9 1 6 3 

1 2 7 6 3 4 8 9 5 

2 4 1 5 9 8 6 3 7 

8 5 9 7 6 3 2 1 4 

7 6 3 4 2 1 5 8 9 

4 1 8 3 5 2 9 7 6 

3 7 5 9 8 6 4 2 1 

6 9 2 1 4 7 3 5 8 

1 5 3 2 8 7 9 4 6 

8 7 6 4 5 9 3 2 1 

4 9 2 6 1 3 7 5 8 

5 2 8 1 7 6 4 3 9 

9 3 4 5 2 8 1 6 7 

6 1 7 3 9 4 2 8 5 

7 6 9 8 3 2 5 1 4 

3 8 5 7 4 1 6 9 2 

2 4 1 9 6 5 8 7 3 
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MUSIC IN DORKING  
 

1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th at 8.30, Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club,  07415 815784 

3rd at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18,  01306 881717 

5th at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church, free,  01306 884229 
7th at 1.30, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18,  01306 881717 

12th at 7.30, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Martin’s church, £15 

12th at 7.30, Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra at Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall, £14,  

 01372 275907 
16th at 7.45, An American in Paris screening at Dorking Halls, £16.50,  01306 

881717 

19th at 7.30, Menuhin School Orchestra at Dorking Halls, £14-26,  01306 740619 

 
There are several orchestral concerts in and around Dorking in May.  The young and 

very talented musicians of the Yehudi Menuhin School will be visiting 

Dorking, with a programme including Vaughan Williams’ Fantasia on 

a theme of Thomas Tallis, a magnificently resonant work for string 
orchestra.  They will also play Vivaldi’s concerto for two cellos, the 

Elegy for viola and strings by Herbert Howells, and an arrangement 

for string orchestra of Schubert’s quartet Death and the Maiden. 

 
The Dorking Chamber Orchestra will play Mozart’s overture to his dramatic opera 

Don Giovanni, Mendelssohn’s Italian symphony, and Malcolm Arnold’s rarely-heard 

but very exciting viola concerto.  The Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra, performing in 

Ashtead, will play the overture to Mozart’s fantasy opera The Magic Flute and 
Brahms’ beautiful second symphony.  They will be joined by soloist Yoanna 

Prodanova for Dvořák’s cello concerto, a work full of Czech passion and lyricism.  

 

There are three screenings at the Dorking Halls this month.  First comes Kenneth 
MacMillan’s version of Manon, based on a story already used for opera by Massenet 

and Puccini.  This is broadcast live from the Royal Ballet with a repeat screening a 

few days later. The Broadway musical, An American in Paris, with music and lyrics 

by George and Ira Gershwin, will be relayed direct from London’s West End. 
 

May’s lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church will feature a welcome return visit 

from Martin Ellis, the former organist and director of music at the church.  He is also 

the president of the William Cole Trust, a fund which is supported by donations at 
these concerts and which helps young musicians at St Martin’s. 

 

Watermill Jazz has concerts every Tuesday evening, the performers being: Eddie 

Henderson and the Bruce Barth Trio (1st), Tierney Sutton's Paris Sessions Trio (8th), 
Ralph Alessi and This Against That with Ravi Coltrane (15th), Larry Goldings, Peter 

Bernstein and Bill Stewart (22nd), and the Chris Biscoe/Allison Neale Quartet (29th). 
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Date St. Mary’s  

Buckland 

      St. Michael’s  

      Betchworth 

6th May 9.30 Parish Communion 11 Parish Communion * 

10th May 

Ascension day 

8pm Holy Communion  

(said) 

  

13th May 9.30 Iona Parish  

Communion 

8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Matins for Christian Aid  
Week *  

20th May 

Whitsunday 

8 

 

HC (BCP) 10.30 

 
5pm 

All Age Joint Whitsun Family 

Service 
Choral Evensong 

27th May 

Trinity Sunday 

8 Holy   

Communion 

10.30 All Age Joint Parish 

Communion *  

3rd June 9.30 Parish  

Communion 

11 Parish Communion *  

*  Coffee and soft drinks served in church after these services.  Even if you are         

           just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together. 

BISHOP’S VISIT 
 

Sunday 6th May - the sixth Sunday of Easter 

We welcome The Bishop of Croydon, The Rt Revd Jonathan Clark 
 

to preside and preach at 

 

9.30 Parish Communion at St Mary’s & 
 

11.00 Parish Communion at St Michael’s 

 

All are welcome 
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ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S LENT REFLECTIONS 
 

On the Wednesday following Pancake Day, a small group gathered in St Michael’s 

Church Betchworth, to share coffee and retreat to the warmed Lady Chapel Choir 

Vestry to consider our views of The Ten Commandments, following a Pilgrim course 
published by the Church of England.  Over the next six weeks, 13 friends from both 

Churches met, some only managing a week or two, others more regularly, we looked 

at the Commandments and what effect following them, and the guidance that Jesus 

brought to His disciples, would have in our 21st Century lives. 
 

Lively discussions on Priorities, Reverence, Respect and Reliability ensured that we 

brought the teaching found in the Old Testament right into our lives, challenging us 

in our Christian journey. 
 

Thank you to those who came and shared these times with us, finding a quiet place 

for a while in the busy run-up to Easter. Thank you, also, to Richard Wheen for the 

abbreviated Commandments printed in the February Buckland magazine: if you 
haven’t seen them, I can provide a copy.  

 

Following on from these sessions, the Joint House group, previously run by Rev 

Pattie Vigers, and later by Rev David Eaton, is planning to start up again in May.  
We meet generally once a month, on a Monday from 5pm-approx 6.30pm, and shall 

be looking at The Lord’s Prayer (also a Pilgrim course). 

 

Please would you contact either myself, or a Church Warden (contact details in this 
magazine) with your interest, and we can plan an initial meeting.  Thank you. 

 

Margaret Miller 

CANTERBURY MONKS 
 

My boyfriend was working as an attendant in Canterbury Cathedral when one 

afternoon he was approached by two American tourists.  “Are you a monk?” one of 

the women asked eagerly.  “No,” he replied, “I wear this robe as part of my job, but 
I’m not a member of any religious order.” 

 

“Then where are the monks?” asked the woman, looking around. 

My boyfriend explained:  “Oh, there haven’t been any monks here since 1415.”  
 

Hearing this, the woman looked at her watch and announced to her friend, ‘Betty, we 

missed the monks.’ 
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CROSSWORD  Solution on page 29 

Across 
1  Overpowered 
(Deuteronomy 11:4) (11) 
9  ‘The — are mantled with 
corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7) 
10 ‘Each man—a sword to 
his side’(Exodus32:27)(5) 
11 On the death of Jesus the 
curtain in the temple was 
torn from— to bottom 
(Matthew 27:51) (3) 
13 Stagger (Isaiah 28:7)(4) 
16 ‘Anyone, then, who 
knows the good he ought—
—and doesn’t do it, 
sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2) 
17 Stir up or provoke
(Acts13:50)(6) 
18 Burden (Luke11:46)(4) 
20 ‘As far as the east is from 
the—, so far has he removed 
our transgressions from 
us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4) 
21 Sign (Luke23:38)(6) 
22 ‘After that, Jesus poured 
water into a basin and began 
to—his disciples’ feet’ (John 
13:5) (4) 
23 The nature of the seven 
ears of corn which swallowed 
up the good ears in Pharaoh’s 
dream (Genesis 41:23) (4) 
25 Has (anag.)(3) 
28 ‘This is the account of 
Shem, Ham and Japheth,—
sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5) 
29 ‘I will...make them drunk, 
so that they...sleep for—
and— awake’ (Jeremiah 
51:39) (4,3) 
30 Paul said of him, ‘he often 
refreshes me and is not 
ashamed of my chains’ (2 
Timothy 1:16) (11) 
 
 

Down 
2  Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5) 
3  ‘A bruised — he will not 
break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4) 
4  ‘Suddenly a great company 
of the heavenly — appeared 
with the angel’ (Luke 2:13) 
(4) 
5  Slip (anag.) (4) 
6  ‘Take an awl and push it 
through his — — into the 
door, and he will become your 
servant for life’  
(Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4) 
7  Bountiful (2 Corinthians 
8:2) (11) 
8  ‘Therefore, as we have — , 
let us do good to all 
people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11) 
12 Acquire (2 Timothy 2:10)
(6) 
 

 
14 Container cover (Numbers 
19:15) (3) 
15 ‘He...became obedient to 
death, even death on——
!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5) 
19 Refrain (1 Peter 2:11)(7) 
20 ‘She began to—his feet 
with her tears’(Luke7:38)(3) 
24 One who worships 
Brahma, Vishnu or Shiva(5) 
25 ‘Give to everyone who—
you’ (Luke 6:30)(4) 
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the 
hills; where does my—come 
from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4) 
27 One of those whom the 
Lord said would be taken 
from Jerusalem and Judah as 
judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2) 
(4) 
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SUDOKUS 
 

First a tricky one.  Solution on page 29 

Now an even trickier one.  Solution next month 

Solution 

on p. 29 

BRIDGE  
  

North to lead in a ♣ 

contract.    How are  

N/S to make 5 tricks 
against any defence? 

 
 NORTH 

 ♠  -  
 ♥  K 9 

WEST ♦  A  EAST 

♠  - ♣  6 4 2  ♠  A 3 

♥  8       ♥  - 

♦  K Q SOUTH    ♦  J 10 9 
♣  K 5 3 ♠  8 7  ♣  Q 

 ♥  A 

 ♦  7 6 

 ♣  A 

  9       

1     9   5 

   8 6    9 

 8   9  2 3  

 6  2  1    

       6  

    8  7 2  

  1     4  

8  6   5    

1      9   

  6 4    2  

   6 1 3    

5    7 6  3  

  4 5  8    

      2 8  

7    3 2  1  

3  5  4     

   9   8   

Progress is a tide.  If we stand 

still we will surely be drowned.  
H. Mayfield 

 

It was a brave man who ate the 

first oyster. 
 

Never report what may hurt 

another, unless it be a great hurt 

to conceal it.  William Penn 
 

Anything that is good and useful 

is made of chocolate. 

 
Anytime things appear to be 

going better, you have 

overlooked something.   

 
Archaeologists will date any old 

thing.  

 

Executive ability:  Deciding 
quickly and getting somebody 

else to do the work.  J. G. Pollard  
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CAROL COSLETT: COLLATION & COMMISSIONING 
 

A crooked spire peeping out amid the gloom of an overcast 

Derbyshire day was in stark contrast to the celebration of a 
new ministry that formed the colourful backcloth to the 

Collation of our former rector Carol Coslett as Archdeacon 

of Chesterfield, held in Chesterfield Parish Church. The 

Collation and Commissioning service took place on 
Saturday 10th March at 2.30pm. 

 

Her role will see her responsible for the northern half of the Diocese of Derby 

(Chesterfield Archdeaconry) - including a large area of the Peak District and the 
High Peak, and North East Derbyshire, a total of 131 parishes!  Archdeacon Carol 

was received by the Rt Revd Dr Alistair Redfern, Bishop of Derby, together with the 

Rt Revd Jan McFarlane, Bishop of Repton, and other senior clergy. Many of our 

church family in Betchworth, Buckland and beyond came to support Carol including 
members of her own family  

                                                                                                                                        

Having held a number of key posts within Southwark and our Reigate Deanery, she 

said.  “I see myself being the eyes and ears of the Bishop in the archdeaconry, the 
diocese and the parishes - helping to work out problems, assisting with strategies and 

looking after church buildings and legalities.”  After the commissioning and on 

receiving her mantle by the Dean, Carol gave a moving sermon followed by the 

choir singing O thou the Central Orb. The ‘sending out’ and dismissal took us to a 
raft of cakes and drinks including the sampling of Brampton Brewery’s many fine 

ales....this was Derbyshire after all! 

Tom Briscombe 

SOME ONE-LINERS 
 

 In democracy your vote counts. In feudalism your count votes. 

 The best vitamin for a Christian is B1. 

 The Church:  under the same management for over 2000 years. 

 Don’t give up on yourself.  Even Moses was once a basket case. 

 Satan subtracts and divides. God adds and multiplies. 

 What he lacked in depth as a preacher he made up for in length.  Mark Twain 

 Was Noah’s wife called Joan of Ark?  

 Lead me not into temptation.  I can find it myself. 

 The things that come to those that wait may be the things left by those who got 

there first.  

 Accept that some days you’re the pigeon, and some days you’re the statue.  

 Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them.  
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BECOME A VOLUNTEER THIS YEAR.. 
 

Christian Aid Week in 2017 told of families like Nejebar in 

Afghanistan who had to flee the Taliban to arrive in Greece to 

live as refugees with little protection from the weather, along 
with their five children. In addition, funds supported refugees 

and provided essential provisions for those landing on European 

shores. 

  
Last year volunteers in Betchworth and Buckland collected over £3,000 for Christian 

Aid.  As a volunteer collector you can make a difference – this year Christian Aid 

week runs from 13th-19th May. We support the storm ravaged homes in Haiti.  Seven 

years on from the devastating earthquake, 38,000 people are still displaced! 
 

Make a difference: Please support our House to House collections, by giving 

generously and welcome those who deliver the envelopes and collect.  If you would 

like to help please contact Tom Briscombe for St Michael’s on  07447 566222 or 
Liz Vahey for St Mary’s or leave a message at the Rectory Office or church. 

You CAN save a family and we welcome life savers from all age groups. http://

www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/ 

CHURCH BELLS 

 
Planning policy is finally coming to the aid of church bells.  No longer will people 

who move into areas with ‘noisy’ church bells be able to complain and have them 

shut down. 

 

As the Secretary of State for Housing, Sajid Javid, recently said, ‘Churches have 

been part of British life in towns and villages for centuries.  Their bells should not be 

silenced by new housing going up, which is why planning policy will be 

strengthened to ensure it will be up to developers building new properties nearby to 

identify and tackle noise problems.’ 

 

And so it is that under the new guidance, it will be up to developers to soundproof 

the homes they build near churches with bells, music venues, and community and 

sports clubs.   

 

The Church of England has welcomed the decision, pointing out that bell-ringing has 

been part of Christian worship for more than 1000 years.   
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LEITH HILL PLACE 
 

The weather is beginning to improve, the days are lengthening and our thoughts are 

turning to bluebells and the stunning flowers in the Rhododendron Wood. May and 
June are the perfect months to see the planting (thought to have been planned by 

Caroline Darwin) at its peak. Every Friday to Sunday the house will be open and 

talented baking volunteers will provide delicious cream teas or coffee and cake to 

round off your walk. You can even bring your dog with you on the lead. 
 

As well as the beauty outdoors we have other activities to tempt you inside the house. 

Join Surrey artist Reiko Evans for an Introduction to Pottery course. You will learn 

to work with clay, making mugs and tiles and then decorating your creations. The 
classes run from 10am to 1pm on Tuesdays and Wednesdays throughout May. The 

price of a course of four lessons is £100 or you can sign up for single classes at £30 

each. Booking is essential. Please contact the tutor directly on  07917 886910. 

 
For more creative fun and tuition join local crafter Susan Blandford’s Beginners’ 

Crochet Workshop on Monday 14th May from 10am to 3.30pm. Learn the basic 

stitches, how to create a starting chain and make a beautiful bag or basket to take 

home. You will need to bring your own wool and crochet hook, but a soup and roll 
lunch, plus hot drink are included, as well as a tour of the house. The class is suitable 

for all ages from 12 and covers all abilities. Assistance dogs are welcome. £50 per 

person. Booking is essential. For tickets please contact Leith Hill Place on  01306 

711685. 
 

From 4th to 28th May we welcome the ‘Inside Out’ exhibition. Discover the work of 

local artists Karen Pearson and Reiko Evans in a display of paintings, ceramics and 

sculpture, all of which reference Leith Hill Place, the people connected with it and 
the landscape that surrounds it.  Free entry to the exhibition with admission to the 

house. 

 

Leith Hill Place is open on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 
from 11am until 5pm. Last entry is at 4.30. 

Well, you asked… 

The preacher in the Dome in Brighton had given out his text: ‘Paul we know and 
Apollos we know, but who are these?’  The stewards were just showing in two late-

comers, and one called out:  “They are two businessmen staying at the Queen’s 

Hotel.” 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/inyourarea/news/
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 
 

Our friendly Bowls Club is situated in a unique position down by the River Mole, off 

Mill Hill Lane (south).  The outdoor season runs from April to September, and there 
are also various social events throughout the year. 

 

The members are busy gearing up for the new season.  We run Club nights on 

Thursdays, when members can either join in playing a game or 
come along to watch and have a drink.  There are also more 

formal internal matches most Tuesday evenings.  We play Club 

matches weekends and midweek against other local teams, in 

addition to a number of internal Club competitions.  So there is 
plenty going on for members to select from. 

 

We are running another taster session for prospective new members who wish to give 

bowls a try on Saturday 5th May (including light refreshments) from 10am to 12 
noon.  All you need are flat soled shoes: we will provide the other equipment and 

expertise. 

 

Bowls is a fun yet competitive game for all ages, gender and ability.  Why not come 
along and meet members of the Club, without any obligation.  If you cannot make 5th 

May, but would like to know more, please contact the Club Captain on the number 

below. 

 
See www.brockhambowlsclub.co.uk for more information or contact Ian Clinging 

(Club Captain) on  843219. 

 My decision-making skills closely resemble that of a squirrel when crossing the 

street. 

 The church pew-sheet reported:  Barbara remains in the hospital and welcomes 

your visits.  She is also having trouble sleeping, and requests a CD of the 

minister’s sermons.  

 Seen in a pew-sheet:  The minister will preach his farewell sermon, after which 

the choir will sing “Break Forth Into Joy.” 

 Has it ever occurred to you that the things that come to those who wait will be 

the things left over by those who got there first? 

 Pewsheet notice:  ‘We regret to announce that the “Ladies Happy Hour” is 

heavily in debt following their recent “Sponsored Silence”.’  
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THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S  

  

If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would 

like to do so, or would like more information, please 

see the literature in the church or contact one of the 

officers (eg Richard Wheen, Secretary,  842082, 
rwheen@hotmail.com). The annual subscription is 

£15 for one person, £30 for a household. 

 

The object of the Friends is to help maintain the 
fabric and structure of St. Mary’s, an important focal point at the centre of Buckland 

and a listed building with 1,000 years of history. 

 May Diary 
 

Page 

Thur 3rd 7.45pm W.I Meeting 19 

13th – 19th May  Christian Aid Week 8 

Thur 17th 7.30-11am Christian Aid Big Breakfast 10 

Sun 20th 2-4pm Brockham Hort. Soc. plant sale 17 

Mon 21st 8pm B&B Society AGM 22 

Wed 23rd 2-4pm St Michaels drop-in 12 

Thur 24th pm School maypole dancing 13 

GREEN TEAS 
 

A big thank you to all those who supported or contributed to Teas-on-the-Green on 

Sunday 16th April.  In all £370 was raised for church funds, to be evenly divided 
between St Mary’s and St Michael’s. 

 

A good time was had by all, which made for a very happy occasion. 

 
Ginny Eaton 
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CHRISTIAN AID 'BIG BREAKFAST', 17th MAY 2018  
   
As previous events have been so successful we have decided to have another event 

this year.  Do come and join us on Thursday, 17th May, any time from 7.30am until 

11 am when we will be serving hot and cold breakfasts.   The choice is yours, from 
cereal and toast to a full English, also bacon or sausage sandwiches, tea and coffee, it 

will be there for you whatever is your wish.   Over the past years this breakfast has 

been held at the Rectory with Martin and Rector Carol as hosts.  Now we shall be 

doing it in the Reading Room and will support ‘Christian Aid Week’. We look 
forward to seeing you!        

C.L. 

 

PEW CUSHIONS 
 

Just a very big THANK YOU to all those who have sponsored new pew cushions at 

St. Mary’s. They are much more comfortable to sit on and their colour certainly 
brightens up the church.  Just two remain to be sponsored. If you would care to 

sponsor one please contact Carol Leeds on  247399.  Just a thought - if anyone can 

make use of the old ones, presently piled up at the back of the church, please be our 

guest and remove. Thanks.  
C.L. 

 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE JARS 
 

If you have a Change for Change jar and have managed to fill it with loose change, 

would you be good enough to now return it.  I am planning on doing a count up and 
the funds will be donated to St Mary’s Buckland.  I will leave a box at the back of the 

church for the collection of jars. Thanking you in advance.  

Caroline Gale 

 

MID-SUMMER LUNCH 
 

Just a reminder, there will be a mid-summer lunch on Thursday, 21st June at 12noon 
in The Reading Room, Buckland. For further information, please contact Liz Vahey 

on  221444 or Carol Leeds on  247399.     

C.L. 
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DORKING MUSEUM IN MAY 
 

‘Dorking 1918’, our fifth WW1 

centenary exhibition, opens 24th May.  
It focuses on the end of the war: how 

the news was received and celebrated, 

how the dead were commemorated, and 

the long-term impact of the war on the 
community.   

 

Another centenary: A short film about 

local suffrage campaigners, the Pethick-
Lawrences, celebrates the centenary of 

Votes for Women.  Filmed in South Holmwood, Dorking Museum and Leith Hill, it 

can be viewed at the Museum or on our website.   

 
The WeAreDorking Quilt:  The Museum is displaying the ‘WeAreDorking Quilt’, 

made at Dorking Nursery School as part of a campaign to inform the wider 

community about the benefits the school has brought to Dorking children for 

generations.  With the School, we will hold community art workshops for children in 
May.   

 

‘A New View of Dorking’: A last chance to see the Capel Camera Club exhibition, 

displaying stunning local images.  Closes 19th May.   
 

Guided walks and tours: Group bookings by appointment, or Open Days for 

individual bookings.  See website for details and booking.  May Open Days: 

5th May, Town Centre Heritage Walks, 3.30pm (families with children), 6pm; 
13th May, The Deepdene Trail, 2pm; 

25th May, Town Centre Pub Walk, 6pm; 

26th May, South Street Caves Tours, 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm.  

Dorking Museum opens Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk,  01306 

876591. 

As my five-year-old son and I were heading to McDonald’s one day, we passed a car 

accident.  Usually when we see something terrible like that, we say a prayer for 
whoever might be hurt, so I pointed and said to my son, “We should pray.”   From 

the back seat I heard his earnest voice: “Dear God, please don’t let those cars block 

the entrance to McDonald’s.” 

mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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The Betchworth & Buckland Society 

For the protection and conservation of the quality of life 
in Betchworth & Buckland 

 

All Members – a date for your diary! 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Buckland Reading Room  

Monday 21st May at 8 pm 

 

To be followed by a lecture on the  

Kent, Sussex and Surrey Air Ambulance 

 

Please email Jackie at 

betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com                                    

or  842330 

PATCHES SEEKS KIND HUMAN COMPANION 

Patches is a big black and white cat of about 8 years of age.  He is a lovely character 

cat who has had a hard life and now seeks a quiet adult-only home.  Ideally, he 
would like an understanding owner who would appreciate his special qualities and 

give him the individual attention he has never had.  He needs a safe garden away 

from busy roads.  He is healthy, neutered and microchipped. 

 
Please ring Peggy on  842547 or  07880 911461 for further information. Please 

leave a message with your number if I do not answer your call. 

Peggy Brown 
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

Update taken from Surrey County Council (SCC) briefing forward by CCllr 

Helyn Clack: 

 
SCC acknowledges its Highways team has not been able to maintain the county’s 

roads to the level expected by its residents and that a prolonged period of wet 

weather followed by the snow and extreme cold at the start of March has made 

matters worse.   
 

So, please report any problems you encounter on our local roads and pavements to 

ensure SCC and its contractor (Kier) are given the opportunity to address any 

problem at the earliest opportunity.  To report a problem, visit www.surreycc.gov.uk 
and click the Report it tab or call  0300 200 1003.   

 

Over recent years the average number of potholes reported during February and 

March have been 3516 and 3851 respectively.  In 2018, 6524 potholes were reported 
to SCC Highways during February and 8377 during March.  Kier currently has 25 

crews on the Surrey network whereas usually there would be 8-12 crews.  SCC hope 

residents will start to see an improvement by the end of April. 

 
SCC Cllr Helyn Clack has also advised “I am happy to help directly if you email me 

at helyn.clack@surreycc.gov.uk”. 

 

 

Buckland Park Lake - Planning Application SCC Ref 2017/0143 

[MO/2017/1797] 

 

Stephen Jenkins, the SCC Case officer for this application, advised, on 28th March, 
that he hopes it will be possible for the SCC Development Control Committee to 

determine the application when it meets on 23rd May 2018.   

Sheena Boyce, Clerk,  

bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk 

READING ROOM CHINA 
 

In tandem with the refurbishment of the hall we have purchased a complete set of 

china. We now have some redundant white pieces, plates, bowls, cups and saucers. If 

anyone would like further information please contact Carol Leeds on  247399.   
 

C.L. 

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk
mailto:helyn.clack@surreycc.gov.uk
mailto:bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk
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ST MICHAEL’S AFTERNOON DROP-IN TEAS      
                            
2pm – 4pm  on the fourth Wednesday each month at the Hamilton Room, Church 

Street, Betchworth.  
 

The St Michael’s Drop-In Teas have now been running for six years, providing a 

social meeting place for anyone in the villages on the appropriate afternoon.  We 

provide tea, biscuits and cake, and a welcoming venue to meet 
new friends and catch up with many of the busy people in the 

village.   We have a growing connection with Broome Park and 

have welcomed many residents, brought by minibus, and their 

families and friends.   We welcome all ages and have a few items 
to amuse the young, and not so young.  

 

Visitors have come from far and wide, visiting the Church to look for memorials,  

visiting the village where relations have lived, walkers and cyclists, and those just 
dropping in while passing.    

  

Thanks to donations during 2017 we were able to support local and national charities, 

including Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital, McMillan Cancer Support 
Services, Safe Passage UK, who help unaccompanied children and young people 

access safe and legal passages to reach their family members in the UK, as well as 

supporting the work of Street Pastors in Redhill, Reigate and Horley town centres. 

I would like to thank the helpers who enable this to take place, Anne, June, Linda, 
Carol, Liz and Brenda, and John, Everett and Alice, who are essential in the setting 

up and clearing away each month.  We will miss Gordon Forrest too, who regularly 

helped during our afternoon sessions.  This is very much a team effort.  

     
Our dates for the rest of 2018 are: 23rd May, 27th June, 25th July, 22nd August, 26th 

September, 24th October, and our seventh Christmas Party on  28th November.      

 

All are welcome to come at any time during the afternoon.  If you would like 
transport, please contact Margaret Miller on  842098. 

 

Come when you can and go when you must: a welcome awaits you. 

Long ago, when men cursed and beat the 
ground with sticks, it was called witchcraft.  
 
Today, it’s called golf.  
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BUCKLAND & BETCHWORTH CHORAL SOCIETY 
  

BBCS, your local community choir, is a lively, friendly and ambitious choir of some 

sixty members led by dynamic conductor, Helen Smee, ably assisted by talented 

accompanist, Anna Tetsuya.  We have made great strides musically since Helen 
Smee took up our baton in September 2016.  Our repertoire and standard of 

performance have expanded significantly.  This 

summer we will be preparing Haydn’s Nelson 

Mass and Alexander L’Estrange’s ‘Ahoy!’ for 
Voices of London Gala Concert, on Saturday 30th 

June.  

 

Rehearsals are every Wednesday at Betchworth 
Village Hall, Station Road. From 7.45pm to 

9.45pm 

 

First rehearsal is on Wednesday 2nd May. Come 
and try out a choir that is going places. You’ll 

have fun!  

 

For more details, visit our website 
www.bbcsinfo.org or contact us on 

info@bbcsinfo.org    

mailto:info@bbcsinfo.org
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♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB  ♦ ♣ 
  

Recent winners are as follows: 

    
22nd Mar: N/S: Bruce Paul & Richard Wheen 

 E/W: Jocelyn Morley & Vanessa Sadler 

29th Mar: N/S: Michael & Shan Calvert 

 E/W: Sabina de G. Cooper & Jane Brown 
5th Apr: N/S: Richard Pocock & Geoff Woodcock 

 E/W: Gloria Whitwell & Anne Snell 

12th April: N/S: Richard Pocock & Geoff Woodcock 

 E/W: Bruce Paul & Helena Pollock 
19th April: N/S: John Hill & Bob Morss 

 E/W: Gloria Whitwell & Geoff Woodcock 

 

Congratulations to all concerned.  We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room 
each Thursday and start at 2.15pm, but please arrive and sit down no later than 

2.05pm.  For the Club website (with recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland 
 

Please do not park in front of the village shop or at the bus stop, nor block access to 

Dungates Lane or to houses in the area. 

Richard Wheen 

 

 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY'S - OPEN GARDENS DAY 

The ‘Friends’ are hoping to hold an Open Gardens Day in the village, to be held one 

Sunday afternoon (1pm to 5pm) in either June or July.    The date will be decided 
among those who are interested in opening.  This has been done several times in the 

past by different local groups, but the only occasion it has been done for the Friends 

of St Mary’s was 2013. 

 
We would welcome anyone willing to open their garden to help raise funds to help 

maintain the church building, particularly if you have not opened your garden 

previously.    

 
We last did this in 2013, and had great feedback on the great variety of gardens in 

Buckland - many hidden gems.  We expect to charge admission for a ticket which 

would give access to five to ten gardens in Buckland.   We do not require gardens to 

be large or to be the standard of the National Gardens Scheme (NGS)!   If in any 
doubt, do give me a call to discuss -  07786 966841 or  843388.   The first 

meeting will be held on Thursday 10th May to fix a date and confirm the logistics.  
 

Duncan Ferns 
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NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Our children don’t necessarily have to 

excel at sport but we do expect them to 
take part. Sport has been high on our 

agenda recently and we are celebrating 

successes in a variety of sports.  In 

Dorking Primary Schools 
Cross Country League we had 

some fabulous performances 

in all races, which was 

reflected in the end results, 
with awards for individuals as 

well as our Year 5/6 Team 

coming 1st.  In the 

Year 5 and 6 District 
Netball tournaments 

our Year 5 team came 1st  and our Year 3 

and 4 boys came second in their football 

tournament, with the Year 3 and 4 girls 
taking home their football tournament 

winner’s trophy. In addition, all of the 

junior pupils enjoyed a whole day’s 
swimming gala in our pool.  

 

Also, this term the school choir will be 

singing in the annual Dorking 
School Music Festival at 

Dorking Halls and Year 6 are 

involved in bicycle training. In 

addition, the whole school will 
be Maypole Dancing on 

Brockham village green on the 

afternoon of Thursday 

24th May.  This is 
always a busy term but 

is one with many activities for all the 

children, staff and parents to enjoy, 

hopefully in the sunshine! 
Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

Be the best you can be, every day 

The Betchworth & Buckland Children’s 

Nursery was 25 years old last October, 
and to celebrate this anniversary 

we will be holding a summer 

celebration on Saturday 23rd 

June 2018 at The Nursery and, 
weather providing, on the 

school field. 

 

If you were part of our Nursery group as 
a parent, child or committee member in 

the years since 1992, or were part of the 

amazing team that helped to build our 

new building back in 2002, we would be 

so pleased to see you.  So many families 
have passed through our doors it 

would be impossible to invite 

individual people, but if you 

have been part of our success 
and have a free hour or so to 

enjoy afternoon tea, a glass of 

Pimms and listen to a Jazz 

Band, then please come along. It would 
be absolutely lovely to see lots of familiar 

faces!  And see page 19. 

Alison Higgins 

BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND CHILDREN’S NURSERY  
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MAY GARDEN NOTES 
 

Even for gardeners with the least greenest fingers, May is a good time to spend a 

little time preparing for a summer show in your garden.  After a late start to the 
season with the cold snap in March and plenty of rain in early spring, plants are now 

thriving in warmer and lighter conditions.  

 

Here are a few tips for easy growing:  
- Seeds. Most flowers and vegetables will germinate very quickly when sown in 

early May. Some need to be started in pots or seed trays, but many can be sown 

directly into the ground.  It’s getting late, so act now.  

- Bedding plants are plentiful at this time of year.  With encouragement from a 
regular feed and watering, even a few additions to pots and borders will make a huge 

difference.  

- Tender herbs such as basil and dill can now join other hardier herbs outside. They 

grow quickly, so don’t forget to use them!  Courgettes and tomatoes can also be 
planted out, as well as greenhouse crops such as cucumbers and chillies.  Runner 

beans will need support from a wigwam of bean sticks or canes.  

- Check for aphids on new growth on roses, and also on fruits such as strawberries 

and blackcurrants. Spray accordingly.  
- Place plant supports around large perennials.  This is much easier before they start 

looking lanky and out-of-control, and will give good protection from wind damage.  

- Work new shoots from climbers into trellis and obelisks as they grow. With a little 

help, they will soon find their own way.  
 

Look out for the local National Garden Scheme gardens open for charity. They are 

varied and inspirational.  NGS donated a record £3million to charities last year, so 
everyone gains.  

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries  

 A reputation is built not so much on what you do, but on who you are. 

 An atheist is someone who has no invisible means of support. 

 By the time a man realises his father was right, he could have a son who 

thinks he is wrong. 

 Children have clearly reached a critical stage of their development when they 

stop asking where they came from and refuse to tell you where they are 

going. 

 Don’t wait for people to be friendly; show them how.  
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It was good to 

meet up in April 
after the long gap 

caused by wintry 

weather.   Formal 

business and an 
interesting report 

on the March SFWI AGM at Dorking 

attended by several members began a 

memorable evening featuring a talk by 
Vicki Jacques on Alternative Holistic 

Therapies.   Vicki, a glamorous 

Pebblecombe member and qualified 

practitioner, displayed a variety of semi-
precious stones, wonderfully 

scented oils and pictures from 

Morocco of many goats 

climbing the spreading 
branches of the Argon tree, 

from whose nuts, irresistible to 

goats, argon oil is made, with 

its pleasant and distinctive 
smell of lemon verbena.  

Some oil is still created by 

rural methods in Morocco but 

is now mostly factory 
produced and can be bought 

here.  

  

Vicki explained the benefits of 
particular gem stones for 

each  chakra (focal spot) on 

the body and the healing 

powers of reiki and 
crystals.  Aromatherapy goes 

back thousands of years and 

was practised by the Ancient 

Egyptians.  Under her tuition 
and redolent with oils we tried 

out reflexology on our 

neighbours’ hands and using 

different pressure points on the fingers.  

This was a great way to include everyone 
in a perfumed world with much laughter 

accompanying our DIY efforts to learn….  

 

Owing to Local Elections using the 
Hamilton Room, our Resolutions Meeting 

on Thursday 3rd May will be held in St. 

Michael’s Church, Betchworth, at 7.45 

pm.  
Pam Patch 

PEBBLECOMBE W.I. 
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM                                          
 

 IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE  

PARTIES, EVENTS, MEETINGS AND CLUBS 

£30 per session (concessionary rates for regular hirers) 

 

For further information see our website at 

www.bucklandsurrey.net/local-amenities/buckland-reading-room  
 

For booking enquiries contact us on 

Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com (preferred)  

or call Stella Cantor on  843335  

THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN 
 

New opening times  From Saturday 5th May, we are revising our opening times as 

follows.  Please make a note of this information, so you don’t get caught out. 

Saturday  7.00am – 3.00pm:  Sunday 8.30am – 12.30 pm;  Monday 7.00am – 
6.00pm;  Tuesday 7.00am – 6.00pm;  Wednesday 7.00am – 6.00pm;  Thursday 

7.00am – 7.00pm;  Friday 7.00am – 7.00pm 

 

Countryside Alliance Awards 
The results are in! You have probably heard by now, we were awarded ‘Highly 

Commended’. The other three shops in the running were all in Sussex, so we are very 

proud to have fought off all the competition in Surrey and Kent at least. Our lovely 

little shop owes its success to our dedicated staff, committee and volunteers, and a 
big thank all of you who continue to support us! …Let’s have another go next year! 

 

History of Brockham meeting 
Friday 4th May 1 – 3 pm In our Shop Cafe.  Tony Hines will be heading the third of 
the fascinating information and discussion afternoons open to all.  If you have photos 

or any information of interest, or just want to hear some interesting facts about your 

local area, you would be most welcome.  Grab yourself a lovely coffee/tea/cake, and 

join us! 
 

Tony’s local history books are always available to buy in our Shop. Located in the 

cafe area. They’d make a great gift idea…… why not collect the set! 

 
From Christine and all the Staff   843965    stroodgreenshop@gmail.com 

Facebook: The Shop at Strood Green    Twitter: @AtStroodShop 
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ON CHURCH TOWERS, ROCK CAKES AND BATS 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

We are finally about to start repairing our medieval church tower. Would that we still 
paid medieval prices for having it done; there would be a degree of satisfaction in 

giving the builders a hogshead of ale and 10 sheep once the work was completed.  

 

After several jumble sales, coffee mornings – where we were obliged to eat Mrs 
Jarvis’s rock cakes — sponsored events (Mr Peat has yet to return, five years late, 

from his sponsored cycle ride across the Sahara and a substantial loan from the bank 

that makes the National Debt seem trivial and has the same probability of being 

repaid), we are now able to begin. The only sponsored event I regretted not having 
was paying to have Lady Trotter remain silent for a month. Even sponsoring her to 

keep quiet for half an hour would have been pleasant. 

 

We received a substantial donation from a local manufacturer. It was suggested that 
as a sign of appreciation we advertise their products from the top of the tower – until 

it was gently pointed out that they produce nuclear warheads. I would have had no 

objection; knowing that council members possessed tactical nuclear weapons would 

make discussion at meetings rather brisker. 
 

Scaffolding has been erected around the tower, with the first 20 feet covered in sheet 

metal in order to stop the Young Farmers, after refreshing their Tuesday meetings in 

the pub, from trying to see who could be the first to reach the top. Personally, I 
suspect it is to stop the more athletic members of the Ladies’ Guild from attempting 

the same feat. 80-year-olds these days can have fearsome energy and determination. 

 

Fulfilling current safety regulations, there is now a security cordon around the tower 
of approximately 10 square miles. “Lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a 

stone”? These days, a dashed foot would involve court proceedings and damages of 

several million pounds. 

 
The organ has been covered in polythene sheeting to protect it. Parish relations were 

somewhat strained last week when our deputy organist, Mrs Ffrench, overheard me 

refer to the large bag on the organ and got quite the wrong impression. 

 
The greatest inconvenience will be caused to our population of bats, but if it 

dissuades them from flying into church so much the better. The only other possibility 

is to get them all confirmed; we will then never see them inside church again. 

 
Your loving uncle, Eustace 

mailto:Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
mailto:stroodgreenshop@gmail.com
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CALLING ALL HAPPY KNITTERS! 
 

For those of you who were bitten by the “knitting bug” for the St Michaels knitted 

Christmas tree, do not despair!  We have something else planned which also involves 

knitting, so keep your knitting needles out. 
 

We are planning to do a similar tree, this time using hand knitted scarves.  Some of 

you know that Ros Rokison sends Christmas boxes (100) to Eastern Europe each 

Christmas filled with goodies.  Pat Sequiera and Ros wrap shoe boxes in Christmas 
paper and then a group of friends, mainly from the tennis circus but also others as 

well, generously contribute a variety of goods, such as toothbrushes and toothpaste, 

soap and flannels, exercise books and musical instruments, cards and games, felt tips 

and crayons etc. to fill the boxes. This year we are planning to fill boxes for elderly 
people in Eastern Europe who basically have nothing.  We thought that a warm scarf 

would be just perfect to include in the box, so that’s what we are hoping to do. 

 

If you are desperate to continue with your knitting, please cast on 44 sts in any DK 
wool in Autumn colours and start knitting 2 plain, 2 purl, for about 36 inches (or a 

metre).  If you can only manage all plain knitting as with the squares, that’s fine. You 

will only need to cast on 38 stitches.   We have decided to do fringes on the scarves 

which we think will look good on our knitted Christmas tree. 
 

To make a fringe: Cut 90 lengths of wool 15-18 inches long. Take a group of five 

strands and fold them in half. With a crochet hook, hook into the edge of the scarf, 

pull through the fold you have made and then pass the rest of the strands through the 
loop. Do this nine times on each end of the scarf, evenly spaced.   

 

If you have any problems or would like help please contact Ros on  01306 611244 

or rosrokison@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Many thanks 

Ros Rokison  

When our minister and his wife visited our neighbour, her four-year-old 
daughter answered the door. “Mum!” she yelled toward the living room. “God’s 
here, and he brought his girlfriend”. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Brockham Open Gardens, Saturday 23rd June  

 

For the sixth year running, there will be an opportunity to view 
some lovely gardens and enjoy refreshments in Brockham on 

our Open Gardens Day, which will be held on Saturday 23rd 

June 2018, organised by Christ Church, Brockham.  Further 

details to follow—and see page 21.  If you can help on the day 
please contact Sally Holland at sally@mountlink.com 

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 

Our annual plant sale will be held at the usual location - Brockham House, Middle 

Street, Brockham just north of Chitty’s Butchers, by kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. 

H. Mote.  This year the sale will be on a Sunday (20thMay) and in the afternoon 
between 2-4 p.m.  Vegetable seedlings/plants always sell well and if you are dividing 

plants any excess will be greatly appreciated.    

 

Hopefully the spring weather will be in full force so we can browse and enjoy the 
range of items on offer at reasonable prices. 

Mary Rode 

THE ARTS SOCIETY, BETCHWORTH 
 

We still have some vacancies for our Society.  Meetings take place at the Betchworth 
Village Memorial Hall opposite Knights Garden Centre.  We meet on the third 

Monday of the month in the afternoon, the doors opening at 1.45 for the hour’s 

lecture at 2.30.  We have lectures on a wide range of subjects to do with the arts 

given by excellent lecturers who have been vetted by NADFAS, the National 
Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Societies.  

 

Membership of our society costs just £35 for a year for which you can attend 10 

excellent lectures on a variety of subjects pertaining to the arts, also the opportunity 
of going on an art history tour and also the opportunity of going on day visits to 

different places. Next year the proposals for visits with guided tours are to: The 

Armourers Hall and Guildhall; The Queen’s House and National Maritime Museum; 

Lancing College and Parnham House; Folkington Museum and Michelham Priory; 
Syon House; and Glyndebourne. We are also proposing a five day visit to Vienna for 

a group of our members. If you are interested in joining visit the website of the 

society theartssocietybetchworth.org.uk 

mailto:sally@mountlink.com
http://theartssocietybetchworth.org.uk/

