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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

} 

} 
01372 802602    

248909 
07701 347351  

 
842082 

 
843297 
844267 

Jane Stewart         842302 

Monday 1-4pm Art Group David Burrells 
 4.15-5.15pm Rainbows  
 5.30-7pm Brownies  
1st/3rd Mon 10am-12noon U3A Singing Meike Laurenson 
Tuesday 10am-12noon Tiny Tots Toddlers Debbie Jones 
Tuesday   
Wednesday 2-5.30pm Duplicate Bridge Richard Wheen 
Thursday  
Thursday 7-8.30pm Yoga Tilly Mitchell 
2nd Saturday  1.30-5.30pm  Sugar Guild  Karen Hoad   

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS 
Carole Evans 
David Sayce     
Mandy Creasey  
Tamlynne Chapman 
Pam Patch 
Derek Holgate     
Jane Siegle      
 
Jean Cooke     
Ianthe Cox     
Sheena Boyce   
Emma Gallagher     
Margaret Miller 
Catriona Martin  
Jane Stewart 
Jane Douglass   
Dr Jim Docking  
Tim Howe 
John Maud 
Liz Vahey  
Julian Steed  
Sheila Dyer   
 
Margaret Miller 

Arts Society, Betchworth 
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 
British Legion 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society 
Brockham Surgery/Chemist 
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary) 
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 
Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 
Buckland Village Shop  
Children’s Society 
Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland  
Girl Guides contact 
North Downs Primary School 
One World Group 
Reading Room - Chairman 
 - Treasurer 
 - Secretary 
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 
St. Catherine’s Hospice 
Surrey Police - non-urgent 
Women’s Institute   

01372 452563 
242776 
843610 

  842291 
844138 

   842654 
   844496         
843259/842175 

 245161 
    843105 

    448023   
 845999 

 842098 
07710 498591 

842302 
843211 
843260 
843529 
843530 
221444 
842220 
842046 

101 
842098 

To book the Reading Room, email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com  

(preferred) or phone Stella Cantor on  843335 
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND  

Rector Interregnum 

Priest in 
Retirement 

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane, 
Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: 
rev_davideaton@hotmail.com 

Church- 
wardens 
 

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)  
(+ Bell Captain).  Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG 
(221444) (+ electoral register).  Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com  

Parish Admin. Christine Deards, Reading Room, Buckland (845935).   
Email: officerectory@btinternet.com 

Hon.  
Treasurer 

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 
(841058).  Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com  

Hon. Sec. Mrs Rosey Davy.  Email: roseydavy@gmail.com 

Organist  Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT 
(241355).  Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com 

Safeguarding 
Officer 

Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).  
Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  

Junior Church 
Reps 

Amy Jago  (07971 085134). Email: amy.k.jago@gmail.com. 
And  Sarah Munro (07771 427378). Email: 
sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk  

Magazine 
 - Editor  

Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH 
(842082).  Email: rwheen@hotmail.com 

- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).  
Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com 

 - Advertising  Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY 
(845298).  Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com 

Church  
Rotas    

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613).  Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).  
Other: Philip Haynes (842613) 

Churchyard  
Rose Beds 

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).   
Email: everettleeds@gmail.com 

Friends of St. 
Mary’s 

Roger Daniell, Chairman.  Richard Wheen, secretary; details as 
above 27     

 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   
 

Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 
households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  It straddles the 
A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway.  The parish registers date back to 1560, 
and the first recorded vicar to 1308.  The present church is thought to have been built 
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860.  The church has six bells, still 
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire.  Some of the windows date from the 
14th and 15th centuries.  The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from an 
enemy bomb in 1941.  The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate 
pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.  
The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the 
West end of the church. 
  
Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher 
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark). 

Articles for the August 2018 issue must, please, be with the editor by Sunday 15th 
July.  Please send editable versions of articles: we cannot accept PDFs, 
JPGs etc.  If possible, please send graphics in black and white or 
grayscale.  The editor reserves the right to shorten or omit articles 
submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the 
following month.  No acknowledgement of items for the magazine will 
be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).   
 
Editorial  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not 
necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 
 
Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains 
personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the 
magazine.  In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such 
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website, 
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net.  Please let the editor know if any of the 
information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs 
to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the 
magazine.  Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on 
the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor. 

15 July 

July 2018.  Issue No. 1108 

mailto:rev_davideaton@hotmail.com
mailto:officerectory@btinternet.com
mailto:amy.k.jago@gmail.com
mailto:sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
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Date Flowers Reader/Lesson Time Sidesman/
Procession  

1st July Jean  
 
 
 
 

Cooke 

Jean Cooke 
2 Corinthians 8: 7-
end 

9.30 Trevor Cooke 
Jean Cooke, Simon 
Thomas & Rosey Davy 

8th July Pat Evans 
2 Corinthians 12: 2-
10 

9.30 Pat Evans 
Keith Billington, Jane 
England & Liz Vahey 

15th July Fiona 
Brindley 

Ephesians  
1: 3-14 

8 Caroline Gale 
 

22nd July Catherine 
Breakenridge 
2 Corinthians 5: 14-
17 

9.30 Simon Thomas 
Catherine & Antonio 
Breakenridge and  
Rosey Davy 

 

 

Jill 

Stammers 29th July Ephesians 3: 14-end 
David Sayce 
Ephesians 3: 14-end 

8 
10.30 

Liz Vahey 
Philip Haynes 
Sue Haynes, David & 
Sally Sayce 

CHURCH’S DISAPPEARING ACT 
 
Christianity could completely disappear from parts of the Middle East within five 
years, a new report has claimed. The “Aid to the Church in Need” document says if 
the exodus of Christians from Iraq continues at existing levels, the religion will be 
wiped out in the country by 2020. And the report says Christians in Syria number as 
few as 500,000 today compared to 1.25 million in 2011. Prime Minister David  
Cameron gave his backing to the report, which is called Persecuted and  
Forgotten. He said, “Every day in countries across the world, Christians are  
systematically discriminated against, exploited and even driven from their homes 
because of their faith. This report serves as a voice for the voiceless - from their  
prison cells and the places far from home where they have sought refuge.”  

Some thoughts 
 
If it’s true that we are here 
to help others, then what 
exactly are the others here 
for? 

 
Middle age is when 
broadness of the mind and 
narrowness of the waist 
change places. 
 

To the optimist, the glass is 
half full; to the pessimist, 
half empty.  To the 
engineer, the glass is twice 
as big as it needs to be. 
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Backward Glances and Future Prospects 
 

I listened by chance in the car to an edition of Brain of Britain on Radio 4 and was 
surprised to hear a question about someone I knew.   
Q: In which 20th century poem does Joan Jackson feature under another name and 
why? 
A: In A Subaltern’s Love-song by John Betjeman because under her maiden name 
she was Joan Hunter-Dunne and Betjeman’s muse. 
 
I had known Joanna, as she preferred, when I was a curate. Not all curacies are happy 
ones but this was.  Joanna was very hospitable to me and my family.  She was good 
company and fun to know partly because of the Betjeman connection.  Listening to 
Brain of Britain recalled a time when we were a young family and our son had just 
been born; a golden time, you might say, to look back on. 
 
Looking back for me conjures up special people and places which it is possible to 
hold and enjoy for their own sake.  It is not unnatural to see special connections as 
treasures to keep by me; like the family heirlooms I also have. There is some sadness 
too but as I can be a bit of an Eeyore it will do me good, for once, not to mention that 
but to hold the positive and the pleasing in pride of place. 
 
The Bible is good at looking back; I sometimes think too good.  It goes on a bit; for 
my money there’s too much about crossing the Red Sea and escaping out of Egypt 
and other big picture events.  The reason is, however, that it is only as you look back 
that you can see where God has been on the move doing his thing and that is what the 
Biblical writers recall.  
 
The Bible also likes to look forward to what is going to happen in the future. It looks 
to a time when a Messiah will come and restore the fortunes of the People of Israel. It 
is hopeful about the future.  Death is not the end of life but the beginning of a new 
way of living closer to God.  The end of all things is not desolation for the planet but 
a time when wrongs are righted and a new age dawns. 
 
The Bible’s perspective encourages us to cherish the past, where we see the hand of 
God at work, without wallowing in nostalgia.  It is hopeful about the future and what 
God might have in store, without becoming euphoric or manic.  All of which means 
living in the present moment.  
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This is a spiritual awareness because people and events matter for their own sake, 
and, because they are part of a wider picture.  This is personal but it is also social. 
The Bible isn’t just about me and my lot, it believes in justice for the peoples of the 
world and cries out in protest when they are oppressed or exploited. 
 
I will own up to a sneaking feeling that although this is the theory, and I am on 
board, living in the present moment is more challenging than I like to admit.  It 
probably does depend in part on your personality. Eeyores like the past because we 
know where we are with the past, or we think we do, it’s happened and that’s it.  
Explorers, on the other hand, like the future because it’s exciting and unknown and 
anything might happen. A spirituality for today will examine the past and just what 
did take place; in our lives but also in the life of the church and the world.  It will 
also look to the future and has hopes for how things can be different and better. 
 
What God asks of us is to live in the present and to discover in what way the present 
is His moment.  Sometimes it will be pure pleasure and joy; knowing and being 
known, a Joan Hunter-Dunne moment: for John Betjeman: “the speed of a swallow, 
the grace of a boy” and for me, many years later, family life and the evocation of a 
particularly happy time.  
 
Sometimes the sky is much darker and finding God in the present moment is then 
much harder.  That’s when we need other people to help us get through.  It is then we 
need God by our side and, thankfully, it is what faith and church and village life at its 
best is about. 

David Eaton 

CASHLESS SERVICES 
 

The Church of England has recently made contactless, virtual terminal, and SMS 
mobile payments available throughout England, in a bid to make transactions faster 
and easier for the Church’s congregations. In an increasingly cashless era, churches 
will now be able to offer cashless payment options for events including weddings, 
christenings, church fetes and concerts, as well as for making one-off donations and 
the booking of churches and halls.  
 
Over 16,000 churches, cathedrals, and religious sites will now have access 
to portable card readers through the Church of England’s Parish Buying portal 
through a partnership with SumUp and iZettle. The readers will be used to take 
contactless payments, Apple Pay and Google Pay, as well as chip & PIN capable.  
 
The pay-as-you-go pricing is well suited to the needs of religious institutions, 
charging only a small transaction fee when the reader is used. The decision follows a 
trial which began in summer 2017 in cathedrals and parish churches.  Using iZettle, 
church-goers now have the choice to pay and make contributions in whatever way 
suits them best - whether it is by cash, card, mobile or wearable technology - which 
will benefit both the church and its visitors. 

25     

 

SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES 

     This month’s medium  SUDOKU                 Last month’s harder SUDOKU 

BRIDGE 
 
Cash ♣A, then lead ♠Q and play North’s ♠9 unless West plays ♠K.  
Play another round of ♠, on which East must discard a ♥ otherwise 
South’s hand becomes good.  Cash ♣Q, South discarding the same 
suit as East.  If this is a ♥, then North’s hearts will win the last two 
tricks: if a ♦, then South’s hand will. 

CROSSWORD 
 
ACROSS:1, Wife. 3, To battle. 8, Obal. 9, Disciple.  
11, Bitterness. 14, Niacin. 15, Attain. 17, Passionate.  
20, Tertiary. 21, Meet. 22, Weakness. 23, Deer. 
DOWN: 1, Woodbine. 2, Feast day. 4, Orient. 5, Accusation.  
6, Type. 7, Eyes. 10, Dedication. 12, Gadarene. 13, Ancestor.  
16, Esdras. 18, Stew. 19, Area. 

    X     

    W     

C R O S S 

    R     

    D     

1 4 6 2 9 7 5 8 3 

2 5 7 3 8 4 1 9 6 

9 8 3 4 5 6 3 1 9 

7 2 8 4 5 6 3 1 9 

5 9 1 7 3 8 4 6 2 

6 3 4 1 2 9 8 7 5 

8 7 5 9 6 3 2 4 1 

4 1 9 5 7 2 6 3 8 

3 6 2 8 4 1 9 5 7 

5 2 1 3 4 7 6 8 9 

3 6 7 2 8 9 4 5 1 

4 8 9 5 6 1 7 3 2 

2 5 6 9 7 8 1 4 3 

9 7 8 1 3 4 5 2 6 

1 4 3 6 2 5 8 9 7 

6 9 4 8 1 3 2 7 5 

7 1 5 4 9 2 3 6 8 

8 3 2 7 5 6 9 1 4 

NON-RECOGNITION 

a.  Jews do not recognise Jesus as the Messiah.  
b.  Protestants do not recognise the Pope as the leader of the Christian faith. 
c.  Baptists and Methodists do not recognise each other in the off-licence. 
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PRAYER OF THE MONTH 
 

Dear Lord, of thee 
three things I pray: 
To see thee more clearly, 
Love thee more dearly, 
Follow thee more nearly, 
Day by day. 
  

St. Richard of Chichester 
 

GRACE OF THE MONTH 
 
Here a little child I stand 
Heaving up my either hand; 
Cold as puddocks though they be,  
Here I lift them up to Thee, 
For a benison to fall 
On our meat, and on us all. 
 

Robert Herrick 
 

POEM OF THE MONTH 
 
A squirrel to some is a squirrel, 
To others, a squirrel’s a squirl. 
Since freedom of speech is the birthright 
  of each, 
I can only this fable unfurl: 
A virile young squirrel named Cyril, 
In an argument over a girl, 
Was lambasted from here to the Tyrol 
By a churl of a squirl named Earl. 
 

Ogden Nash 
 

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 
 

The nice thing about living in 
a village is that when you 
don’t know what you’re    
doing, somebody else always 
does. 

 

EXCITING NEW BUPA PROGRAMME 
 

You’re a sick senior citizen and the government says they are going to sell your 
house to pay for your nursing care.  So what do you do? 
 
Our plan gives anyone 65 years or older a gun and four bullets. You are allowed to 
shoot four politicians. 
 
Of course, this means you will be sent to prison where you will get three meals a day, 
a roof over your head, central heating, air conditioning and all the health care you 
need. 
 
Need new teeth - no problem.  Need glasses - that’s great.  Need a new hip, knees, 
kidney, lungs or heart - they’re all covered.  As an added bonus, your kids can come 
and visit you as often as they do now. 
 
And who will be paying for all of this?  It’s the same government that just told you 
that they cannot afford to pay for your nursing care. 
 
And you can get rid of four useless politicians while you are at it.  Plus, because you 
are a prisoner, you don’t have to pay income tax.  Is this a great country or what? 
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 St. Mary’s  
Buckland 

           St. Michael’s  
           Betchworth 

1st July 9.30 Parish Communion 10.45 
11 

Sunday Club † 

Parish Communion * 

8th July 9.30 Iona Parish  
Communion 

8 
11 

HC (BCP) 
Matins 

15th July 8 
 

HC (BCP) 
 

10.30 
5pm 

Joint All-Age Family Service  
Choral Evensong 

22nd July 9.30 Parish Communion 8 
11 

HC (BCP) 
Parish Communion 

29th July 8 
10.30 

HC (BCP) 
Joint All Age Family 
Service 

  

†  Sunday Club in the Hamilton Room 

*  Coffee and soft drinks served in church after these services.  Even if you are         

           just visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together. 

 July Diary 
 

Page 

Sun 1st 4pm B&B BBQ 17 

Tues 3rd  St Thomas 12 

Sat 7th 1-5pm Summer Market 19 

Sun 8th 2.30-5 Teas on Brockham Green in aid of Hospice 18 

Thur 19th 7.30 Brockham Flower Club 20 

Sun 22nd 1-5pm Buckland Gardens open 6, 16 

Wed 25th 2-4pm St Michaels Drop-in 9 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 
BAPTISM: We welcome into the church:  
 

      Ada Porter, daughter of Nick and Lana Porter, on 20th May at St Mary’s. 



6     

 

THE FRIENDS OF 

ST. MARY’S  

  

If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would 
like to do so, or would like more information, please 
see the literature in the church or contact one of the 
officers (eg Richard Wheen, Secretary,  842082, rwheen@hotmail.com). The 
annual subscription is £15 for one person, £30 for a household. 
 
The object of the Friends is to help maintain the fabric and structure of St. Mary’s, an 
important focal point at the centre of Buckland and a listed building with 1,000 years 
of history. 
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CROSSWORD  Solution on page 25 

ACROSS 

1  Proverbs describes 
her as being ‘of noble 
character’  
 (Proverbs 31:10) (4) 
3  ‘Shall we go up 
again — — against 
the Benjamites, our 
brothers?’ (Judges 
20:23) (2,6) 
8  A descendant of 
Shem (Genesis 10:28) 
(4) 
9  ‘Anyone who does 
not carry his cross and 
follow me cannot be 
my — ’ (Luke 14:27) 
(8) 
11 Resentment
(Ephesians 4:31) (10) 
14 In Cain (anag.) (6) 
15 ‘Such knowledge 
is too wonderful for 
me, too lofty for me 
to—’ (Psalm 139:6) (6) 
17 Intense (1 
Thessalonians 4:5) (10) 
20 Third Order of the 
Roman Catholic Church(8) 
21 ‘At midnight the cry 
rang out, “Here’s the 
bridegroom! Come out to 
— him”’ (Matthew 25:6) 
(4) 
22 ‘My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is 
made perfect in — ’ (2 
Corinthians 12:9) (8) 
23 ‘As the — pants for 
streams of water, so my 
soul pants for you, O 
God’ (Psalm 42:1) (4) 
 
 

DOWN 

1 Nickname of popular 
First World War chaplain, 
the Revd G.A. Studdert 
Kennedy, — Willie (8) 
2 Occasion of religious joy 
(Lamentations 2:22) (5,3) 
4 ‘We three kings of — 
are’ (6) 
5 Allegation or charge 
(Jude 9) (10) 
6 Kind (1 Chronicles 
12:33) (4) 
7 ‘Open your — and look 
at the fields!’ (John 4:35) 
(4) 
 
 
 
 

 
10 Also known as the 
Feast of Lights 
(John10:22) (10) 
12 Area that saw the 
healing of two demon - 
possessed men and a herd 
of pigs stampeding to their 
deaths (Matthew 8:28) (8) 
13 Forebear (James 2:21)
(8) 
16 Name given to the first 
two books of the 
Apocrypha (6) 
18 Esau sold his birthright for 
this (Genesis 25:34) (4) 
19 Rear (anag.) (4) 
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SUDOKUS 
 

First a medium one.  Solution on page 25 

Now a trickier one.  Solution next month 

BRIDGE  
  

South to lead and N/S 
to make all 6 tricks in a 
♠ contract.  How? 
 

   NORTH 
 ♠ A 9  
 ♥ K 2 
WEST ♦ -     EAST 
♠ K 8 ♣ Q 2  ♠ J     
♥ -      ♥ Q J 9 
♦ J 9 SOUTH    ♦ A 
♣ J 9 ♠ Q 7  ♣ K 
 ♥ A 
 ♦ K Q 
 ♣ A 

Solution 

on p. 25 

   3 4 7    

 6     4   

  9  6   3  

 5 6   8    

 7  1  4  2  

    2 5 8   

   8   2 7  

  5  9     

 3  7  6  1  

8 5    1 2   

   4 8  7   

 7        

  1  2 7    

  9 1    4  

        1 

6 8    2    

 3       4 

   9    2 7 

A reputation is built less on what 
you do, more on who you are. 
 
Be yourself - everyone else is 
taken. 
 
Being in politics is rather like 
playing rugby. You have to be 
smart enough to know the game, 
but silly enough to think it’s 
important. 
 
Our great-grandfathers called it 
the holy Sabbath; our 
grandfathers called it the 
Sabbath; our fathers called it 
Sunday; today it’s known as the 
weekend. 
 
People who sing their own 
praises usually do so without 
accompaniment. 
 
Silent company is often more 
healing than words of advice. 
 
Some people treat the ten 
commandments like a history 
exam - they attempt only three. 
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BUCKLAND PARK LAKE - UPDATE 
 
Buckland Park Lake is a former sand quarry south of the A25, with an entrance 
opposite Lawrence Lane.  It comprises some 50 acres of water within a site totalling 
100 acres.  Landscaping around most of the site was completed in 1990 once 
quarrying had finished and the forestry around the lake is therefore mature.  It also 
contains areas of ancient woodland and the Surrey Champion field maple – the 
largest recorded field maple in the county.  Over 70 species of bird-life have been 
observed on the site.  
 
Since 2014, when Hanson completed their work at the site, the land reverted to 
Buckland Estate’s management.  It is the Estate’s wish to open the area to the public 
for a small entrance fee, and a planning application was submitted detailing this 
intent in September 2016.  Following two public consultations,  we are pleased to 
report that in May 2018, planning permission was approved by Surrey County 
Council.  There are some planning conditions that must be met before the site opens, 
but the Estate can now begin to progress the work. 
To recap, the main activities envisaged for Buckland Park Lake are as follows: 

• walking and bird watching 

• fly fishing, through the Estate’s existing fishing club 

• open water swimming, paddle-boarding and similar other outdoor activities 

• daytime events (but with no amplified sound) and 

• the opening of a café on the tip of the peninsula overlooking the lake. 
 
It is hoped that the site will be used for community events and the Estate wishes to 
promote an annual, discounted “Friends of Buckland Park Lake” ticket.  For those 
interested, there are also likely to be volunteering opportunities, which will be 
advertised at a later date. 
 
Over the summer of 2018, our business partner, The Surrey Hills Adventure 
Company (The SHAC), will gradually enhance their outdoor activities on the lake, 
notably paddle-boarding and outdoor swimming (in wetsuits).   If you would like to 
know more, or try out these activities, contact SHAC via their website at 
www.thesurreyhillsadventurecompany.com. 
 
Our fly-fishing season is well underway (April to October), and our members 
continue to enjoy fishing for trout on this lake and on Lawrence Lake.    If you are 
interested in joining our fly-fishing syndicate starting for the 2019 season, you can 
see details at https://bucklandestate.wordpress.com/trout-fishing-syndicate. 
 
Up until the end of 2018, the Estate Office will be preparing commercial tenders for 
the build of the Café, the Outdoor Activity Centre and connections to Utilities.  We 
will then select suppliers, starting the construction of these buildings in early 2019.     
The Outdoor Activity Centre, with toilets, showers, changing rooms, briefing 
room & secure storage facilities, may be ready to open in Spring 2019.   

http://www.thesurreyhillsadventurecompany.com
https://bucklandestate.wordpress.com/trout-fishing-syndicate
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VOLUNTARY WORK 
 
Do you want to help your community? 
Can you spare a couple of hours, or a day or two a week? 
Can you drive and do you hold a full Driving Licence? 
Would you like to earn a little extra money? 
  
If you answered YES to these questions, then we are looking for you.  Please call 
Mole Valley Community Transport on  01372 383333 and ask how you can help. 
  

Mole Valley District Council  
 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
 
Do you find it difficult to access public transport services? 
Do you feel isolated? 
Do you need help with transport to the shops, medical appointments and other social 
activities? 
  
If you answered YES to these questions, then we are looking for you. Please call 
Mole Valley Community Transport on  01372 383333 and ask how you can join 
your local Community Transport Service. 

Mole Valley District Council  

The Café will take longer to commission and to fit-out the new facility to suit our 
Café Operator. We want the Café opening to coincide with the opening of the full 
site, when we can welcome visitors to the nature trail, bird-watching opportunities 
and the round-the-lake walk. At present, we forecast that the overall site will open 
in Spring 2020, with all facilities detailed in our planning permission. 
 
The Estate intend to recruit a Site Manager to lead the establishment of the facilities 
and follow through with the marketing and operations of the site.  Other job 
opportunities will follow in due course, and will be advertised locally.  The Estate is 
a diversified farm business, with a traditional game shoot, fishing club, and property 
interests. This will be their first foray into the tourism business, and it is an exciting 
project.  We look forward to our opening, when we can welcome you…. 
 
Meanwhile - sorry to disappoint - but public access will not be possible before the 
site is formally open. Trespassers risk not only being removed from the site, but 
prosecution and a police record.    We adopt a strict policy on this: the water is deep 
and dangerous.  Trespassing youths, under the influence of alcohol or other 
substances that they bring to the site, fail to realise that swimming in very cold, deep 
water is highly dangerous. 

Dominic Sanders (MD) & Duncan Ferns (Director),  
Dungates Farms Ltd, Buckland Estate Office 
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MUSIC IN DORKING 

 
3rd 10th 17th 24th 31st at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club,  
 07415 815784 
7th at 12.00 & 7.30, Vaughan Williams celebration at St Martin’s church,  01306 
884229 
7th at 7.30, Leatherhead choral society at St John’s school chapel, Leatherhead, £14 
7th at 8.00, Holmbury St Mary choral society at St James’ church, Abinger Common, 
£15,  01306 730382 
8th at 5.00, Bookhham choral society at Manor House School, Little Bookham, £12, 
 01372 375644 
14th at 6.00, Vaughan Williams at Leith Hill Place, £23,  0344 249 1895 
26th at 6.30, Glyndebourne screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717 
28th at 6.00, Trio Martinu at Leith Hill Place, £25,  0344 249 1895 
28th at 7.00 and 29th at 3.00, André Rieu concert screening at Dorking Halls, 
£18.50,  01306 881717 
 

This year marks sixty years since the death of Ralph Vaughan Williams, one of this 
country’s greatest composers.  Vaughan Williams spent his childhood at Leith Hill 
Place and later lived in Dorking.  He was a major figure in the town’s musical life, 

being for many years in charge of the Leith Hill Musical Festival.  
St Martin’s church is celebrating Vaughan Williams, first with a 
recital by Dan Collins, countertenor with the well-known singing 
group The Sixteen.  This is at noon on 7th and will be free with a 
retiring collection.  In the evening at 7.30 there will be a concert 
with the Martineau Singers and Dan Collins again, with tickets at 

£10.  Then on Sunday 8th the celebration will conclude with a special choral 
evensong at 6.00. 

There is also a Vaughan Williams event at Leith Hill Place, the composer’s home on 
the slopes of Leith Hill and now cared for by the National Trust.  Writer and 
broadcaster Andrew Green, with poet and musician Rosie Green, will present poetry 
and prose set to music by Vaughan Williams.  The ticket price includes a cold buffet.  
The Trio Martinu will also be appearing at Leith Hill Place.  The group, consisting of 
violin, cello and piano, will be performing music by Haydn, Brahms and Schubert. 

Some of our nearby choral societies are holding their summer concerts in July.  
Leatherhead choral society celebrates 90 years with a concert featuring Haydn’s 
Nelson Mass and Handel’s Zadok the Priest.  Bookham choral society sings 
American music and songs.  Holmbury St Mary has a concert featuring uplifting 
mediaeval music, together with folksongs and love songs for choir and harp. 

The Dorking Halls has a screening from Glyndebourne – a staging of Handel’s 
dramatic oratorio Saul.  After David has defeated the giant Goliath, the jealous King 
Saul turns against him, unleashing a trail of violent destructive passions.  André 
Rieu’s annual summer concert, with his famous Johann Strauss Orchestra, is 
broadcast live and also in a recording the following day. 
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BROCKHAM FLOWER CLUB  
 
AGM and Japanese ‘Imposed’ Evening on Thursday 19th July at 7.30pm. 
 
Ann Meadows will be challenging us all to produce a  
Japanese inspired flower arrangement with unseen 
material, all provided for £8.00.  Only a pair of scissors 
needed. 
 
Brockham Recreation Ground Pavilion, Middle Street, 
Brockham RH3 7JT. 
 
New members and visitors always welcome.  
 
Please contact Cat Martin in advance if you wish to come 
along.   07710 498 591 catdawes@aol.com 

 
 

PIGEONS 
 

A city centre church 
had a problem with 
pigeons using the 
church roof as a 
resting place and 
causing an awful mess. 
After several 
deterrents were 
tried, all to no avail, 
someone in the church 
came up with a great 
idea. Find a way 
of luring the pigeons 
into a cage, take them 
into the church, set up 
a short ceremony to 
make them church 
members and then 
release them. This 
would mean they 
would only return to 
the church at Easter 
and Christmas. 

9     

 

ST MICHAEL’S DROP-IN TEAS      
                            
These teas, from 2pm to 4pm on the fourth Wednesday each month at the Hamilton 
Room, Church Street, Betchworth, have now been running for six years, providing a 
social meeting place for anyone in the villages on the appropriate afternoon.  We 
provide tea, biscuits and cake, and a welcoming venue to meet new friends and catch 
up with many of the busy people in the village.   We have a growing connection with 
Broome Park and have welcomed many residents, brought by minibus, and their 
families and friends.   We welcome all ages and have a few items to amuse the 
young, and not so young.  
 

Visitors have come from far and wide, visiting the Church to look 
for memorials, visiting the village where relations have lived, 
walkers and cyclists, and those just dropping in while passing.    
  
Thanks to donations during 2017 we were able to support local and national charities, 
including Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital, McMillan Cancer Support 
Services, Safe Passage UK, who help unaccompanied children and young people 
access safe and legal passages to reach their family members in the UK, as well as 
supporting the work of Street Pastors in Redhill, Reigate and Horley town centres. 
I would like to thank the helpers who enable this to take place, Anne, June, Linda, 
Carol, Liz and Brenda, and John, Everett and Alice, who are essential in the setting 
up and clearing away each month.  We will miss Gordon Forrest too, who regularly 
helped during our afternoon sessions.  This is very much a team effort.  
     
Our dates for the rest of 2018 are: 25th July, 22nd August, 26th September, 24th 
October, and our seventh Christmas Party on 28th November.      
 

All are welcome to come at any time during the afternoon.  If you would like 
transport, please contact Margaret Miller on  842098. 
 

Come when you can and go when you must: a welcome awaits you. 

BUCKLAND READING ROOM                                         
 

 IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE  
PARTIES, EVENTS, MEETINGS AND CLUBS 

£30 per session (concessionary rates for regular hirers) 
 

For further information see our website at 
www.bucklandsurrey.net/local-amenities/buckland-reading-room  

 
For booking enquiries contact us on 

Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com 
(preferred) or call Stella Cantor on  843335  

mailto:Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
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Piano Lessons  
Beginners to Advanced 

  

Children and Adults 
In the comfort of your own home 

  

25 Years experience of teaching 
B Ed Mus, Musical Director 

  

Vocal Coaching and Theory  
Contact Dawn Tolley 
Mob: 07969 755 797 

 

Once again we approach the end of 
another academic year that has seen 
the school continue to go from 
strength to strength and 
increase in popularity.  
 
Our year 6 pupils are looking 
forward to visiting their new 
secondary schools; most of our 
pupils are heading for 
The Priory or The 
Ashcombe in Dorking. 
On the same day our new year 3 pupils 
from Newdigate, St Michael’s and our 
Leigh site will join us for the day and 
will spend time getting to know our 
Brockham site and meeting their new 
teacher. We are also looking forward to 
welcoming sixty new children into our 
Reception classes at Betchworth and 
Brockham.  We have a carefully planned 
induction programme for our youngest 
pupils ensuring a smooth and happy 
introduction into their first school. 
 
The summer term is the time when 
many classes go out for the day to 
places connected with their learning. 
Our Reception children travelled by 
coach (an adventure in itself) to 

Ladyland Farm; Year 5 have recently 
visited Hampton Court Palace and Year 

2 visited Brooklands museum. 
Year 3 had a week of 
adventures, as part of their 
Activity Week, which included 
an overnight camp on the 
school field. All these visits 
and activities were linked to 

the history and/or 
geography topics they 
have been studying this 

term.  
 
Finally, our Year 6 children organised a 
series of Charity Events, working in 
groups to raise as much money for their 
chosen charities as they could, each 
with a donation of £10.00 from School 
Fund to get them started.  A 
worthwhile, memorable and enjoyable 
experience for all involved.  Well done 
to everyone.  
 
Please enjoy the remainder of the 
summer and many thanks for your 
ongoing support of North Downs 
Primary. 

 
Jane Douglass, Headteacher 

Be the best you can be, every day 

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Dreams 

Realise your dream!  
Unless it’s the one where 
you’re at work in your 
underwear during a fire 
drill.  

* * * * * * * 

Be yourself - everyone else 
is taken.  
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 
 

Welcome to a new monthly contribution to the Parish Magazine giving you an 
update on how Brockham Bowls Club are faring in their matches. 
 
In May we had a very encouraging start to the new season with numerous members 
playing their part in our success. We played two matches in the Friendship League 
where we are the current champions. There was a resounding victory over Lower 
Kingswood where we gained maximum points and a rather disappointing loss to 
Reigate Priory. Although we drew the match we tasted defeat due to shots conceded 
and they got the bonus points. 
 
In our Friendly games we had strong wins over Dorking, Crawley Town, Southgate 
Park and Castle Green. Sadly we had a couple of losses, both away games, at 
Ewhurst and Carshalton Beeches.  
 
You can’t win them all but overall we have been very happy with our performances. 
So why not join in and have a go at this relaxing and enjoyable sport. The club is 
situated in a unique position by the River Mole between Brockham Green and 

Nutwood Avenue. The club 
plays matches weekends and 
during the week against other 
local clubs in addition to 
internal competitions. We have 
various social events also 
running throughout the year. 
There are club nights on 
Thursdays when members 
practise their skills and enjoy a 
drink in our cosy clubhouse or 
on the veranda. Bowls is a fun 
game for all ages, genders and 
ability so why not meet club 
members on a Tuesday night, 
when a short team game is 
played, or come along to the 
Thursday evening club night. 
There will be no obligation to 
join. 
 
For more information visit: 
www.brockhambowlsclub.co.uk 
or contact our Club Captain Ian 
on  843219. 

 
 

http://www.brockhambowlsclub.co.uk
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Teas on the Green in aid of  
St Catherine`s Hospice  

 
at Brockham Church Hall  
on Sunday 8th July 2018  

 
from 2.30pm - 5pm 

 
Tombola, Raffle  
and Side Stalls 

 
Also An Open Garden 

 
Donations of cakes & 

plants required on the day 
or please call Melanie on  
 07944 787362. 

CHRISTIAN AID 
 
House to house collections are becoming more and more difficult each year with so 
many charities requesting our money, so I am especially appreciative of my team of 
helpers who gave unstintingly of their time to deliver and collect envelopes this year 
for Christian Aid.  Also a big thank you to all who contributed this year either by 
envelope or church collection.  The total house and church collection, including Gift 
Aid, was £1,257.85, a really good result in these difficult economic times, so well 
done everyone. 
 
Also a huge thank you to all who helped with and supported our Big Breakfast this 
year.  Including the  wonderful band of helpers 27 people  came through the door 
with our first visitor arriving about 7.30am.  Our menu consisted of bacon, sausage, 
fried egg, scrambled egg, fried tomatoes and baked beans together with cereal, 
yogurt, fruit, toast and marmalade, coffee, tea and juice. It was good to see so many 
people just sitting around the table and chatting.  We raised £270 including Gift Aid 
so a really great effort and I hope everyone enjoyed themselves.  It was a good team 
effort and my thanks to Carol, Margaret, John, Mary H, Everett and Tom -  the great 
team who made it possible. Maybe by next year I will have mastered that ………
cooker.   (Gas is so much easier). 

 
Liz Vahey 
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Having experienced a successful 2017 
season at the allotment, it was hoped 
that the children could grow plants 
from seed in an area near their 
classrooms.  Little did they know the 
challenges ahead that the miserable 
winter would present.  Despite lack of 
germination of some seeds, plants 
pinched by hungry birds and constant 
extremely cold winter takes its toll, the 
students still managed to start the 
plant growing process. 

As the allotment was uncovered and 
land preparation in hand, the children 
brought the “survival of the fittest’’ to 
plant.  Our aim in 2018 is to expand the 
range of crops they would choose to 
plant and grow.  There they were with 
rocket, broccoli, potatoes and kale 
ready to start the season.  Added to 
the type of plants we had last year, we 
were off to a good start.  Extremes of 
hot and cold weather have kept us busy 
either running with the watering cans 
or doing battle with the ‘March of the 
Slugs’. 

Now it is time to watch it all grow and 
fight the weeds.  Hopefully we will have 
some good crops to enable us to 
partake in the Brockham Green 
Horticultural Society’s Autumn Show on 
22nd September  We also have market 
days at school to sell our produce and 
show people what the children have 
accomplished. 

We are currently applying for the Gold 
Award which is part of the Surrey 
Healthy School Programme.  It involves 
a case study which highlights our 
priorities, outcomes, milestones and 
achievements related to the allotment 
and the effects it has on increasing 
knowledge and understanding of the 
students’ healthy eating.  

Mary Rode  

Mary Rode, a member of the Brockham 
Green Horticultural Society, has been 
working closely with North Downs 
Primary School, advising the children 
with their Allotment Project over the 
past year. 

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL ALLOTMENT PROJECT 

 

MISCELLANY 

• A religious farmer lost his Bible out in the field.  A few days later he went 
to answer a noise at his door.  Standing there was a cow, with his Bible in 
its mouth.  The farmer raised his eyes to heaven and thanked the Lord for 
this miracle.   “Not really,” said the cow. “Your name was written inside.” 

• As my five-year-old son and I were heading to McDonald's one day, we 
passed a car accident.  Usually when we see something terrible like that, 
we say a prayer for whoever might be hurt, so I pointed and said to my 
son, “We should pray.”   From the back seat I heard his earnest voice: 
“Dear God, please don’t let those cars block the entrance to McDonald’s.” 

• Meeting with our new enthusiastic young curate, I asked if I could have a 
church service when I eventually die. “Of course,” he said, grabbing his 
date book. “What day do you want?” 
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St Thomas the Apostle – confused and doubting (3rd July) 
 
Thomas, one of Jesus’ 12 apostles, was an impulsive, confused, honest sceptic.  Jesus 
could understand and work with such a man.  Thomas’ impulsiveness was evident 
when Jesus prepared to visit Lazarus in Bethany.  It was a dangerous trip to make, 
because of the Jews, but Thomas urged his fellow disciples: “Let us also go, that we 
may die with Him.” (John 11:16)  Instead, Jesus brought Lazarus back to life. 
 
Thomas’ confusion is shown in later talks with Jesus.  He was not really sure where 
Jesus was going long-term (John 14:5).  But Jesus accepted this confused commit-
ment, and began to untangle it, patiently explaining: “I am going to my Father”, and 
“No one comes unto the Father but by me.” 
 
Finally, Thomas’ honest scepticism is revealed after the Resurrection, which he flatly 
refused to believe - unless he could touch the wounds of the risen Jesus.  Sure 
enough, Jesus appears - but instead of scolding him, shows him the wounds.  Thomas 
responds:  “My Lord and my God”  (John 20.26ff).  
  
Thus Doubting Thomas’ honest doubts, turned to honest faith, have become a  
reassurance for thousands of men and women across the centuries, who also want to  
follow Jesus, but who require some proof of this amazing event - the Resurrection.  
In Doubting Thomas’ complete affirmation of faith, after meeting the risen, crucified 
Christ, they can find support for their own faith. 
 
Ancient legends tell how Thomas went on to India as a missionary. There are  
rumours that Thomas even built a palace for a king’s daughter in India, and thus he is 
the patron saint of architects.  It is believed that he was martyred by a spear on 3rd 
July, 72 AD in Mylapore, near Madras.  46 ancient churches in England were  
dedicated to him. 

STOP! HEDGEHOG! 
 

Hedgehog ‘warning signs’ are going up on our roads, at animal casualty black spots. 
The aim is to stop the drastic decline of their population -  around 100,000 of them 
are killed on our roads every year, and it is feared that this level of mortality is  
unsustainable. The People’s Trust for Endangered Species reports that hedgehog 
populations fell by a third between 2004 and 2017. Sadly, hedgehogs do not flee  
danger, but instead curl up into a tight ball – not much defence against a speeding 
car.   
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♠ ♥ BUCKLAND BRIDGE CLUB  ♦ ♣ 
  

Recent winners are as follows: 
    
24th May: N/S: Sabina de G-Cooper & Mark Cooper 
 E/W: Diana & David Watson 
31st May N/S: Michael & Shan Calvert 
 E/W: Diana & David Watson 
7th June N/S: Dirk & Inger Laan 
 E/W: Peter Slot & Richard Wheen 
14th June N/S: Gloria Whitwell & Anne Snell 
 E/W: John Mitchell & Pat Davey 
 
Congratulations to all concerned, and well done, Vanessa Sadler and Jocelyn Morley, 
for winning the Club’s Greensand Trophy for the best results in May. 
 
We play duplicate bridge in the Reading Room each Thursday and start at 2.15pm, 
but please arrive and sit down no later than 2.05pm.  For the Club website (with 
recent results), visit bridgewebs.com/Buckland 

 

Please do not park in front of the village shop or at the bus stop, nor block access to 
Dungates Lane or to houses in the area. 

Richard Wheen 

 

 

 

The Betchworth and Buckland Society 
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth & Buckland 

Booking essential as entrance by ticket only 
Members £10 (non-members £15) Children  5-12 half price 

 

To purchase tickets contact Fiona Brindley 841005 
or betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com 



16     

 

f R i e n d S Of ST MARY’S BucklAnd  

 

Buckland Village Gardens Open Day Sunday 22nd July 2018, 1pm to 5pm 
  

Thanks to a number of generous volunteers, NINE private gardens have offered to 
open their gardens to the public on 22nd July 2018, from 1 pm to 5pm.  It promises to 
be a great day for anyone who likes to get inspiration from visiting gardens. 
You may visit the gardens in any order you wish.  At the first garden you visit, you 
will be given information on all the gardens, a map of how to find them, and a 
sticker to give you free entry to all the other gardens.  The ticket price of £5, is great   
value, with children under 16 being free-of-charge.   The gardens open are: 
 
1  The Towered Barn, The Green, Buckland  - John & Ann Bloomfiield 
2  The Old School, The Green, Buckland -Wendy & John Lane 
3  Buckland Court Cottage (entrer via drive near church) - Joan Searle 
4  Yewdells & Windmill, Dungates Lane - Duncan & Bridget Ferns 
5  Rana, Old Road-Tilly & John Mitchell (visit our PLANT SALE here) 
6  Tarrants Hill, Old Road - Valerie & John Maud 
7  Glebe House, Rectory Lane - Roger Daniell & Family 
8  2 Kemps Farm Cottage & ’Dig for Victory’ garden, Rectory Lane—Ali Eagle 
9  Cliftons Cottage, Cliftons Lane - Jean & Trevor Cooke 
 
Gardens 1-5 are around the village centre, and gardens 6-9 are either a brisk walk or 
a few minutes away by bike or car.   Refreshments will be provided in the Reading 
Room, provided by the PCC.  If you are able to donate a home-made cake, please 
contact Jean Cooke on 245161.   All funds raised will help to maintain the church 
building and grounds in good condition for the community. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you! 

 Duncan Ferns 

BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY 
 
The Betchworth & Buckland Society 2017 AGM took place on 21st May 2018. 
After the formal announcements which discussed the year’s events, planning  
observations and donations to local causes, a break for wine and nibbles allowed 
members a chance to catch up.   The main attraction was a guest speaker, Myra 
Baston of Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance and a Betchworth resident, who 
discussed the independent charity’s life saving work. Many thanks indeed are due to 
Myra and the committee.  The talk raised £276.00 in a retiring collection which 
keeps the rotors spinning. 

Richard Worsley, Chairman,   224418 
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THE PERILS OF THE LADIES’ GUILD ANNUAL OUTING… 
 

The Rectory, St James the Least of All 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 
And so once again we start the annual round of parish treats. While the bell-ringers 
prefer public houses, and the choirboys want fast food outlets, the Ladies’ Guild are 
centred on lavatories. The itinerary is unchangeable: Coach drive to coffee stop and 
lavatory. Coach drive to luncheon stop and lavatory. Coach drive to some arbitrary 
attraction – provided it has a tea shop and lavatory. Coach trip home with a lavatory 
stop en route. 
 
A sub-committee will have been hard at work for the previous six months deciding 
where to visit. The most disastrous course of action is to present the group with a 
choice; if two options are provided, they will attract almost equal numbers in favour, 
thus ensuring that half of the group will rejoice in saying throughout the day that the 
other option would have been preferable. When it comes to decision-making, Stalin 
had a lot going for him. 
 
My predecessor in this parish left me a terrible legacy; he always accompanied the 
Guild on their day out, thus obliging me to do the same. I do, however, travel 
equipped with armaments. “The Times” crossword rules out any possibility of 
conversation for at least the first two hours. Three years ago, Mrs Phillips had the 
audacity to look over my shoulder and give me 12 across; she will not make that 
mistake again. A brief nap after these intellectual exertions, assuring those around me 
that I am meditating on the theme for next Sunday’s sermon, ensures a morning 
almost free from having to comment on the weather, other members of the party, or 
why I so rarely drop in on the Pram Service. 
 
The ideal destination is one where I have a clerical colleague, so while the ladies 
wander about, shop and analyse why I still wear the same suit I arrived in 30 years 
ago, we have an agreeable afternoon assassinating the characters of bishops and 
archdeacons and bemoaning the standards of a new generation of curates. After our 
different therapies, we all re-assemble at the coach for the return journey. 
 
Naturally, there is the traditional wait for those who have forgotten where the coach 
park is. As far as I am concerned, a deficit of less than 10% should be entirely 
acceptable. I can think of several husbands who may be rather thankful that their 
wives may not be back as soon as they had feared. 
 
Our ladies return, invigorated with the thought of all the bits of information about 
other members in the party that can be discreetly shared over the telephone, while I 
am exhausted from 12 hours of attempting to be polite. Meanwhile the sub-
committee gets a date in the diary for planning next year’s lavatorial sequence. 
 
Your loving uncle, Eustace 
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JULY GARDEN NOTES 
 

With the main holiday season now upon us, this coincides (we hope!) with warm and 
dry summer weather.  For recently planted trees and shrubs, take care if you go away 
for a week or two that they are not neglected.  Link up a simple timer to a leaky pipe 
irrigation system.  For pots, hanging baskets and growbags, various drips and 
sprayers are available.  A few minutes of gentle watering each day will suffice to 
ensure lush growth.  
 
Summer pruning would be useful now.  Cut back early summer flowering shrubs 
such as spiraea, philadelphus and weigelia. A gentle maintenance prune of hedges 
will tidy up straggly spring growth – for hard pruning wait until later in the year. At 
any time, always check carefully for nesting birds. Thin out apple and fruit trees 
where they are overburdened to ensure larger and better quality fruit.  Espalier, 
cordons and fans should be pruned at the end of July to maintain their shape.  
 
Many herbaceous perennials will now be giving their best show of the year. Provide 
supports where they are tall and delicate, or overhanging borders. Although many are 
quite thuggish and can overwhelm smaller plants, they are useful for crowding out 
weeds. Try alchemilla mollis, lysimachia  and hardy geraniums such as rozanne or 
wargrave’s pink if you are prepared to be invaded by foliage and colour … 
 
Dead-heading and feeding is crucial to prolong the flowering season of bedding 
plants.  Many will continue well into September.  Fuchsias in particular tend to look 
better and better as the season progresses: from the small and compact tom thumb to 
the hardy shrubby riccartonnii and pure white hawkshead. Stunning!  
 

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries  

Miscellaneous observations on life… 

If it weren’t for the last minute, a lot of things wouldn’t get done. - Anon 
 
The expression ‘as right as rain’ must have been invented by an Englishman.  - 

W.L. Phelps 

Experience is a good teacher, but her fees are very high. - W.R. Inge 

At 50 everyone has the face he deserves.  - George Orwell 

Let your religion be less of a theory and more of a love affair. - G.K. Chesterton 

The longer we dwell on our misfortunes, the greater is their power to harm us. - Anon 

When a train goes through a tunnel and it gets dark, you don’t throw away your 
ticket and jump off.  You sit still and trust the engineer. - Corrie ten Boom 

Without God the world would be a maze without a clue.  – Anon 
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The following real life answers to various 
exams explain why teachers need long 
holidays… 
 
What was Sir Walter Raleigh famous for?   
He is a noted figure in history because he 
invented cigarettes and started a craze for 
bicycles. 
 
What did Mahatma Gandhi and Genghis 
Khan have in common?  
Unusual names. 
 
Name one of the early Romans’ greatest 
achievements.   
Learning to speak Latin. 
 
Name six animals which live specifically 
in the Artic.   
Two polar bears. Four seals. 
 
Assess Fashion House plc’s choice to 
locate its factory near Birmingham.  Is 
Birmingham the right location for this 
type of business?    
No. People from Birmingham aren’t very 
fashionable. 
 
How does Romeo’s character develop 
throughout the play?   
It doesn’t, it’s just self, self, self, all the 
way through. 
 
Where was the American Declaration of 
Independence signed?   
At the bottom. 
 
 

What is a fibula?    
A little lie. 
 
Name the wife of Orpheus, whom he 
attempted to save from the underworld. 
Mrs Orpheus. 
 
What happens during puberty to a boy?    
He says goodbye to his childhood and 
enters adultery. 
 
State three drawbacks of hedgerow 
removal.   
All the cows will escape.  The cars drive 
into the fields.  There is nowhere to hide. 
 
What is the meaning of the word 
varicose?    
Close by. 
 
Why would living close to a mobile phone 
mast cause ill health?   
You might walk into it. 
 
What is a vibration?    
There are good vibrations and bad 
vibrations.  Good vibrations were 
discovered in the 1960s. 
 
Where was Hadrian’s Wall built?   
Around Hadrian’s garden. 
 
The race of people known as Malays 
come from which country?   
Malaria. 
 
What is a nitrate?   
Cheaper than a day rate. 

CHILDREN’S EXAM PAPERS 


