BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
Monday

1-4pm
Art Group
4.15-5.15pm Rainbows
5.30-7pm
Brownies
1st/3rd Mon 10am-12noon Singing Group
Tuesday
10am-12noon Tiny Tots Toddlers
Tuesday
Wednesday 1.45-5.30pm Duplicate Bridge
Thursday
Thursday
7-8.30pm
Yoga
2nd Saturday 1.30-5.30pm Sugar Guild

}

}

David Burrells

01372 802602

Jane Stewart

842302

Betchworth & Buckland Society

248909
Meike Laurenson
07701 347351
Debbie Jones
Richard Wheen

842082

Tilly Mitchell
Karen Hoad

843297
844267

St Mary’s Church

Buckland Parochial Charity

Buckland Sugar Guild
Friends oF st. Mary’s

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net; Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net

Printed by Vincent Press Ltd.  01306 880177 sales@vincentpress.co.uk
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Buckland Parish Council

Carole Evans
01372 452563
David Sayce
242776
Mandy Creasey
843610
Tamlynne Chapman 07734 202427
Pam Patch
844138
Derek Holgate
842654
Gail Allen
07925 925135
Jane Siegle
844496
843259/842175
Jean Cooke
245161
Ianthe Cox
843105
Sheena Boyce
448023
Emma Gallagher
845999
Margaret Miller
842098
Catriona Martin
07710 498591
Jane Stewart
842302
Jane Douglass
843211
Dr Jim Docking
843260
Tim Howe
843529
John Maud
843530
Liz Vahey
221444
Julian Steed
842220
Sheila Dyer
842046
101
Margaret Miller
842098

Art Group

Arts Society, Betchworth
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Flower Club
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Surrey Police - non-urgent
Women’s Institute

Brownies

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS

Parish Magazine

To book the Reading Room, email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
(preferred) or phone Stella Cantor on  843335
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND
Rector

February 2019. Issue No. 1115

Interregnum

Priest in
Retirement

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane,
Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com

Churchwardens

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)
(+ Bell Captain). Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG
(221444) (+ electoral register). Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com

Articles for the March 2019 issue must, please, be with the Editor by
Sunday 10th February 2019. Please send editable versions of articles:
we cannot accept PDFs, JPGs etc. If possible, please send graphics in
black and white or grayscale. The editor reserves the right to shorten or
omit articles submitted for publication or, where appropriate, to publish
them the following month. No acknowledgement of items for the
magazine will be sent (unless submitted by e-mail).

Parish Admin.

Christine Deards, Reading Room, Buckland (845935).
Email: officerectory@btinternet.com

Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not
necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.

Hon.
Treasurer

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(841058). Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com

Hon. Sec.

Mrs Rosey Davy. Email: roseydavy@gmail.com

Organist

Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT
(241355). Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com

Safeguarding
Officer

Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).
Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com

Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains
personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the
magazine. In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website,
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net. Please let the editor know if any of the
information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs
to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the
magazine. Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on
the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor.

Junior Church
Reps

Amy Jago (07971 085134). Email: amy.k.jago@gmail.com; and
Sarah Munro (07771 427378). Email: sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk

Magazine
Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH
- Editor (842082). Email: rwheen@hotmail.com

- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).
Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com
- Advertising Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(845298). Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com
Church
Rotas

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613). Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).
Other: Philip Haynes (842613)

Churchyard
Rose Beds

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).
Email: everettleeds@gmail.com

Friends of St.
Mary’s

Roger Daniell, Chairman. Richard Wheen, secretary; details as
above
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10 Feb

HISTORICAL NOTES
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. It straddles the
A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway. The parish registers date back to 1560,
and the first recorded vicar to 1308. The present church is thought to have been built
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860. The church has six bells, still
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire. Some of the windows date from the
14th and 15th centuries. The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from an
enemy bomb in 1941. The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate
pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.
The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the
West end of the church.
Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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Date

Flowers

Reader/Lesson Time

3rd Feb

Fiona
Brindley

Philip
Haynes
1 Cor. 13

9.30

Philip Haynes
Sue Haynes, Rosey Davy
& Liz Vahey

Simon Thomas
1 Corinthians 15
1.11

9.30

Simon Thomas
David Sayce, Pat Evans
& Jane England

1 Corinthians 15:
12-20
Tom Briscombe
Luke 6: 17-26

8am

Liz Vahey

10.30 Carol Leeds

This month we have two special dates: February 2nd and 14th.

Liz Vahey
Revelation 4

9.30

On the 2nd , we mark The Presentation of Christ in the Temple or Candlemas which
commemorates the ritual purification of Mary 40 days after the birth of Jesus. It’s
called Candlemas because this was the day that all the Church’s candles for the year
were blessed. Even in our age of electricity and swift power, the symbolism of the
candle is still strong. We never start a service without the lighted candles on the
altar. We see candles on birthday cakes, on the Advent ring, on Easter Day, at parties
– on all sorts of special occasions of pleasure and rejoicing. On sad occasions the
candle becomes a symbol of remembrance and a glimmer of hope when in despair; in
life generally and in the life of the church, things occur which are not in our plans
and we have to cope accordingly. This is an affirmation that Christ is a light for our
world, and that this light must shine through us, through our words, through our
deeds.

Candlemas

10th Feb
17th Feb

Barbara

Westwell

24th Feb

Sidesman/
Procession

Philip Haynes
Sue Haynes, Tricia
Hawke & Caroline Gale

SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES
This month’s easier SUDOKU

This month’s BRIDGE
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South leads ♠3. North ruffs low and leads
♦A, on which South plays low. North now
leads a ♥. If East plays ♥Q or ♥J on this,
West will win the trick and must lead to
South’s trump tenace, giving him two
more tricks to add to the two he has
already made.
So perhaps East will play ♥A on North’s ♥
lead, thereby winning the trick himself.
On any lead by East, South plays a ♥.
West cannot avoid ruffing this trick and,
again, must lead to South’s tenace, giving
him two more tricks.

This month’s CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1, Wage. 3, Cleansed. 9, Plateau. 10, Ready. 11, Did so. 1 12, Hollow.
14, Unregenerated. 17, Offers. 19, Islam. 22, Is not. 23, Overran. 24, Barracks.
25, Legs. DOWN: 1, Wiped out. 2, Guard. 4, Laughing-stock. 5, April. 6, Seaport.
7, Days. 8, Belong. 13, Oddments. 15, Refiner. 16, Raided. 18, Extra. 20, Large.
21, Limb.
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Dear Friends

Candlemas has other connotations/superstitions which have arisen over the centuries.
If a snowdrop is brought into the house on Candlemas Day, it symbolises a parting or
death. Any Christmas decorations still up after the twelfth night should be left up
until Candlemas. And some people believed Candlemas predicted the weather as in:
If Candlemas Day be fair and bright, winter will have another fight.
If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain, winter won’t come again.
So we have a winter’s St Swithun’s Day. In contrast to these beliefs, Candlemas is
used in some parts of the UK as one of the four quarter days in each year on which
property rents become due and should be paid to landlords.
The second date is of course Valentines Day, the 14th February, the essential part of
which is the love that we feel for a person special to us. Love is also an essential part
of the Light of Christ. Thus through valentines we can express the reality, potential
and depth of our relationships. We tend to share this with our partner, our spouse or
3

close members of our family. Yet there is no reason why we cannot extend these
feelings more widely as we are encouraged to by God’s teachings. Valentines Day is
just one day and yet we show our feelings of mutual support and love in a number of
ways throughout the year. So perhaps the spirit of Valentines Day, and reaffirmation
of our love for someone close both inside and outside our immediate family, should
stay with us all year round.
David Sayce, Churchwarden

Date

St. Mary’s
Buckland

St. Michaels
Betchworth

3rd Feb

10.45 Sunday Club †
11
Parish Communion *

9.30

Parish Communion

Presentation
of Christ
in the Temple

3pm

Joint Candlemas Service at Emmanuel Sidlow

10th Feb

9.30

Iona Parish Communion

17th Feb

8
Holy Communion
10.30 Joint All-Age Service *

24th Feb

9.30

Parish Communion

8
11

HC (BCP)
Matins *

5pm

Choral Evensong

8
11

HC (BCP)
Parish Communion *

† In the Hamilton Room
* Coffee and drinks served in church after these services. Even if you are just
visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together

FROM THE REGISTERS
Weddings: We send our congratulations to:

22nd December,

Sarah Slater and Peter Hayward at St. Michael’s
Church, Betchworth
Be my Valentine

Young man:
Young lady:
Young man:
Young lady:

Do you love me?
Yes.
But can you live on my income?
Certainly. Though - what will you live on?
4

CROSSWORD - solution on page 22
ACROSS
1 Salary (Isaiah 19:10)
(4)
3 Question Jesus asked
of those healed of
leprosy, ‘Were not all
ten — ?’ (Luke 17:17)
(8)
9 Wide, elevated level
area of land (Joshua
13:9) (7)
10 ‘So you also must be
— , because the Son of
Man will come... when
you do not expect
him’ (Matthew 24:44)
(5)
11 ‘[He] said to the
man, “Stretch out your
hand.” He — — , and
his hand was completely
restored’ (Luke 6:10)
(3,2)
12 ‘Who has gathered up
the wind in the — of his
hand?’ (Proverbs 30:4) (6)
14 Not born again (13)
17 ‘Again and again he —
the same sacrifices, which
can never take away
sins’ (Hebrews 10:11) (6)
19 Mails (anag.) (5)
22 ‘He — — here; he has
risen’ (Matthew 28:6) (2,3)
23 Defeated (Judges 20:43)
(7)
24 Soldiers’ quarters (Acts
21:34) (8)
25 ‘Pillars of marble’ were
how the Beloved described
those of her Lover (Song
of Songs 5:15) (4)

DOWN

our God’ (Revelation 19:1)
(6)
13 Mend dots (anag.) (8)
1 Totally destroyed
15 Purifier (Malachi 3:3)
(Genesis 7:23) (5,3)
(7)
2 What the Philippian
16 Attacked (1 Samuel
jailer was told to do with
his prisoners Paul and Silas 27:8) (6)
18 The good Samaritan to
(Acts 16:23) (5)
the innkeeper: ‘When I
4 Object of ridicule (Job
return, I will reimburse you
12:4) (8-5)
5 In most years, the month for any — expense you
may have’ (Luke 10:35)
in which Easter falls (5)
6 For example, Caesarea, (5)
20 How Matthew
Joppa, Tyre, Sidon (7)
described the crowds who
7 ‘[Jesus] was in the
desert for forty — , being followed Jesus (Matthew
4:25) (5)
tempted by Satan’ (Mark
21 For example, one of 25
1:13) (4)
Across (Judges 19:29) (4)
8 ‘Hallelujah! Salvation
and glory and power — to

21

February Diary
This month’s easier SUDOKU
Solution on page 22
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North to lead and
N/S to make four
tricks in a ♦
contract. How?
NORTH
♠ ♥ 10 9 8 7
WEST
♦ A2
EAST
♠ 2
♣ ♠ KQJ
♥ K
♥ AQJ
♦ Q 9 8 7 SOUTH ♦ ♣ ♠ 3
♣ ♥ 65
♦ K 10 3 Solution
♣ on p.22
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DIAGNOSIS
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1

8

‘Doctor,’ said the worried
woman, ‘I’d like you to evaluate
my 13-year-old son.’

5

7

5

9

9
9

8

8

4

4
7

3

2

Thur 7th

7.45pm

W.I.

17

Fri

7.30pm

B&B Quiz Night

18

9.30pm

Cancer Research Coffee Morning

14

Saint Valentine

9

12 noon

Winter Lunch in RR

5

7.30pm

Brockham Hort. Society talk

17

8th

Wed 13th
Thur 14th

Mon 18th

And see page 16 for Dorking Museum activities, and page 19 for Music in Dorking

THANK YOU

Harder SUDOKU, solution next month

2

Page

2

9

‘OK, madam. He’s suffering
from a transient psychosis with
intermittent rage disorder,
punctuated by episodic radical
mood swings, but his prognosis
is excellent for a full recovery.’
‘How can you say all that
without even meeting him?’
‘I thought you said he was 13?’

8
20

It is that time of year when we say thank you to all the people who helped make St.
Mary's Church look so lovely again for the 2018 Christmas Services. First, thank
you to Buckland Nurseries, David and Linda Hogg, for again donating the lovely
Christmas tree. To all the ladies who did the lovely flower arrangements and to Liz
for the candles which helped to make the Church truly sparkle. Thank you.
C.L.

WINTER LUNCHES
Thank you to everyone who came to lunch on 10th January to start off the New
Year. There were 20 of us. We were able to sing and wish Tony Green a very
Happy Birthday which was on the Friday. Our next lunch will be on Thursday 14th
February so I think there might be a Valentines Theme going on. Lent lunches will
start again on Thursday 14th March at 12 noon in the Buckland Reading Room.
These will be weekly until Maundy Thursday. Homemade soup and bread with tea
and coffee will be served. Donations for the lunch will be for the Bishop’s Lent
Appeal. See you on 14th February. If you need to know more contact Carol Leeds
on  247399 or Liz Vahey on  221444.
5

THE FRIENDS OF ST. Mary’s
If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would like to do so, or would like more
information, please see the literature in the church or contact one of the officers (eg
Richard Wheen, Secretary, rwheen@hotmail.com  842082). The annual
subscription is £15 for one person, £30 for a household.
The object of the Friends is to help maintain the fabric and structure of St. Mary’s,
an important focal point at the centre of Buckland and a listed building with 1,000
years of history.

BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
The 2019 Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 25th March, at 7.45pm
in the Reading Room. The meeting will commence with a report by the Chairman,
Nigel Husband, will include the presentation of accounts for the Parish Council and a
report from Buckland Parochial Charity. Coffee/Tea will be served during the
evening. We hope to see as many Buckland residents as possible at the meeting and
hope you will join us.
Volunteer – Spring Events
The Parish Update in the January magazine encouraged residents willing to
participate one or more volunteer event to suggest locations in the village that would
benefit from a “tidy up”. Two morning events, starting at 10am, are being planned
for Saturday 2nd March and Sunday 3rd March 2019. Please keep at least one of the
dates free to join in. More details will follow during February. In the meantime, do
contact me if you have any tasks to propose that you are willing to help with.
Keep up to date
If you have access to the internet, you are encouraged to download a copy of the draft
minutes from the meetings page of the village website (www.bucklandsurrey.net) to
keep up to date with items that are being discussed by your Parish Council.

MUSIC IN DORKING
2nd at 12.00, Music at Midday at St Martin’s church, free,  01306 884229
2nd at 5.55, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717
3rd at 3.00, Dante string quartet at Dorking Halls, £21,  01306 740619
4th at 2.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717
5th 12th 19th 26th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £19-24,
 07415 815784
9th at 5.00, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Nicolas’s church, Great Bookham, £15
13th -16th at 7.45, My Fair Lady at Dorking Halls, £12-20,  01306 881717
19th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717
24th at 3.00, Dante string quartet at Dorking Halls, £21,  01306 740619
25th at 2.00, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717
February sees two further concerts by the Dante string quartet, continuing the series
they began last month. Each concert will include one of Beethoven’s ‘Razumovsky’
string quartets. The first concert will feature Razumovsky no.2, in which Beethoven
included an old Russian tune, so it is appropriately partnered with two Russian
quartets by Shostakovich and Glazunov. The other concert includes Beethoven’s last
Razumovsky quartet, a large and powerful work, along with quartets by Haydn and
Schumann.
The Dorking Chamber Orchestra, playing in Great Bookham, has a predominantly
baroque programme with music by Bach, Handel and Albinoni. They will also play
the Serenade for strings by the Swedish composer Dag Wiren.
The musical My Fair Lady is performed by the Dorking Dramatic and Operatic
Society. Written by Lerner and Loewe, and adapted from Shaw’s play Pygmalion,
this is the story of how a professor of phonetics attempts to transform a Cockney
flower girl into a duchess. One of the most enduring musicals, it includes many wellloved songs. As well as the four evening performances, there is also a Saturday
matinee at 2.30 in the afternoon.

If you are not currently a member of the village email group and would like to join
please email parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net and include your name, postcode and
house name or number. Anyone without access to the internet is encouraged to visit
the Notice Board opposite Buckland Deli.

There are several screenings of opera and ballet at the Dorking Halls this month.
Bizet’s colourful Spanish opera Carmen comes live from the Metropolitan Opera in
New York (2nd ), while Verdi’s tragic tale La traviata is shown in a recording from
the Royal Opera House (4th). The ballet Don Quixote is broadcast live on 19th and
then in a recording on 25th.

To keep up to date with:
(i) Mole Valley District Council - visit the MVDC website, enter your postcode into
My Mole Valley, click the My alerts tab, register and choose what information
updates you would like to receive;
(ii) Surrey County Council – visit the SCC website, search for Surrey Matters and
register your details to receive a regular e-newsletter.

February’s lunchtime recital at St Martin’s church will be given by the Brass Buck
trio. And finally, Watermill Jazz has the following performers this month: the Jam
Experiment (5th), Sara Dowling (12th), Pete Long’s Jazz Planets (19th) and Vein
(26th).
Ian Codd

Sheena Boyce, Clerk to Buckland Parish Council
6

19

THE BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND SOCIETY

THE MAGAZINE

The B&B Society Committee wish you all a very happy New Year!

A (blue) note requesting a contribution to the cost of the Magazine is enclosed, along
with a (yellow) envelope for those who pay tax, so that tax may be reclaimed on your
contribution at no cost to you. Many of you are fantastic and make a point of giving
in your contribution promptly, and thank you. Your efforts are admired and
appreciated. The blue note explains how you can make your contribution.

Please join us for our first event of the year, the popular annual
QUIZ NIGHT
Friday, 8th February at 7.30pm prompt
Betchworth War Memorial Village Hall, Station Road
Come and test your general and local knowledge!  842320.
Make up a team or request to join one. Tickets: Members £12; Non-Members £14
To secure your place(s), please return the attached form with a cheque to the address
shown on it as soon as possible and no later than 1st February. Please make cheques
payable to The Betchworth and Buckland Society.
842320. Email:betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com



The Betchworth & Buckland Choral Society Quiz Night
Friday 8th February 2019
Name:
Please reserve ………. places for our party for the Quiz Night. I enclose a cheque

for £………. (Members £12, Non-Members £14) made payable to The Betchworth
and Buckland Society. We will be a team of ……… (maximum 8) /We would like to
join a team.
*Please indicate if any vegetarian options are required
Please return this form by 1st February with your cheque to: Claire Daniell, Glebe

House, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BL.  842320 Email:
betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com

This year we are again asking for £10 per household and we
hope you will agree that at that price the magazine is good
value. Please note that £10 is only a suggested figure: any
amount you might wish to contribute would be most
welcome.
While on the subject I would like to thank, on your behalf and mine, the gallant souls
who, come rain come shine, get your magazine to you and who also undertake the
thankless task of calling on you and asking for your money - much the worst part of
the job. In case you do not know who your distributor is, here is a list. Please let me
know if any of these details have changed since last year:

Tranquil Dale to Bramley Lodge; Broome Perrow Cottage Lane
Buckland Green; Slough Lane
South End Rectory Lane (Grange Lodge to Petty’s Farm & Barn)
North end Rectory Lane
Wildecroft area
Old Road: shops (and attached houses) to Broome Perrow
Old Road: The Old Way House to Cloonagh
Rest of Old Road
Dungates Lane (including Buckland Court Gardens)
Houses between Park Pit and A25
Lawrence Lane
Normanton, Shagbrook and Buckland Corner
Cliftons Lane
Jolly Farmers to Garden Cottages; other houses North of A25

Pryor
Gibson
Anthony Daniell
Martin
Fellows
Lincoln
Haynes
Rietchel
Ferns
Green
Wheen
Riiser
Cooke
Iain Laurenson

If you do not at present receive a copy of the Magazine but would like one delivered
to your door, or posted to you, please contact the Editor ( 842082). If you would
like to advertise, please contact Karen Munroe ( 845298). And if you have village
news of interest, or a story to tell, please send it to the Editor.
Further note. If anyone would like to take over responsibility for organising
deliveries by hand (eg when a deliverer moves away) and/or by post, please let me
know.

Richard Wheen
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL
February marks the midpoint of the
pupils are fortunate but it is important
school year and heralds the start of
that they understand that many
lighter mornings and evenings.
children and families are not as
School days are now much
privileged. Since September we
extended with some children
have raised funds for three
starting at a Breakfast club at
charities – Save the Children,
8.00 am as well as attending
Children in Need and Cancer
after school care ‘Moles Club’
Research UK – raising a
until 6.00pm. This results in
staggering total so far of
those children starting
Be the best you can be, every day £5,297.
and ending school whilst
it is still dark so February offers a
This term the children will be learning
welcome return to longer hours of
about the Chinese New Year of the pig
daylight. In addition many of our
as well as looking forward to Easter
children attend a variety of after
with all the usual Easter activities.
school clubs that usually extend their
school day by an extra hour or so.
Jane Douglass, Headteacher,
North Downs Primary School

Charity fundraising forms an important
aspect of children’s education. Our

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO
In the magazine of February 1969 the Rector (the Revd. Canon R.C. Stephens)
announces that he will be giving a talk on the meaning and history of Church
Vestments. He also talks about the ringing of the bells. The PCC has agreed that the
bell (that is the small bell which can be rung from the ground floor) will be rung just
before the 8am service, stopping at the hour, while at all other services the bell[s]
will cease five minutes before the service begins. Why do we no longer ring the
small bell at the 8 o’clock service?
He refers to the young people’s Discotheque in the Reading Room on 11th January,
attended by between 120 and 130 young people. Wow! How did they all fit in?

The dates, speakers and subjects for the BGHS talks for 2019 have now been
confirmed:18th February Barry Newman - Growing in Containers
18th March Chris Stewart
- Fascinating and secret life of the Mole
15th April Mark Dobell
- Propagation (a talk with demonstrations)
The first talk will be by Barry Newman, at Brockham Recreational Hall on Monday
18th February at 7.30 pm. Barry, an experienced and informative speaker, supplied
our members with useful tips last year for growing fruit and vegetables for the
Autumn Show. This year he will be giving us his expertise about growing in
containers.
The entrance fee is £3 and all Members and Non Members are welcome.

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Thrifty January and a bleak winter in
prospect meant that we tucked in to our
annual fish and chip supper with especial
enjoyment at our New Year meeting. In
December, Christmas celebrations had
gone with a swing, as we
were led at the keyboard by
professional artiste Annie
O’Dell in songs old and
new for the festive season.
The community Alternative
Christmas Tree Festival
had been well supported by
members knitting many scarves to add to
the amazing tree of scarves on display at
St. Michael’s church from which, once
dismantled, the scarves would go to the
elderly in Eastern Europe to keep them
warm in the winter months. Wonderful
alternative creations by local groups
competed for best in show, including
Pebblecombe’s entry by Diana Fitchett
(with help from artistic husband) which

was much admired.
In January Resolutions put forward by the
NFWI on which we were required to vote
included the importance of plant health
and security on imported
items, trees and the
protection of the
environment, the need for
good local bus services
especially in rural areas and
access to special treatment
centres for women’s health
matters.
Plans for 2019 were discussed and we
look forward to a talk by Jenny Seagrove
on Mane Chance, a Guildford Horse
Charity, on Thursday 7th February, 7.45
pm at the Hamilton Room,
Betchworth. Come and join us for an
interesting evening.

Pam Patch

Continued on next page
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DORKING MUSEUM IN FEBRUARY
‘Lord Ashcombe’s Minerals – the gentlemen collectors and the advance of
science’: The Museum’s spring exhibition
showcases the history of and examples from Lord
Ashcombe’s stunning mineral collection. In the
19th century, George Cubitt, the first Lord
Ashcombe, amassed an extensive and impressive
collection of fossils and minerals, which were
displayed at his Denbies home. This collection and
those of other gentlemen collectors played an
important role in an age of amateur science, in the
development of the study of geology and
palaeontology and the scientific understanding of the earth’s history.
The fossil collection, on regular display at the Museum, is a favourite for many
visitors. The mineral collection – some pieces up to 20kg in weight – has not been
on regular display, so the exhibition provides a rare opportunity to view. They were
collected by Lord Ashcombe, with quartz crystals originating from both the UK and
overseas displayed in glass-fronted cases at Denbies for the enjoyment of his family,
friends and visitors at a time when there were few museums and no television or
internet so these were the only opportunities that people had to view the wonders of
the natural world.

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.
Visit www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or
01306 876591.

GOD’S PLAN FOR AGING
Most seniors never get enough exercise. In His wisdom God decreed that seniors
become forgetful so they would have to search for their glasses, keys and other
things thus doing more walking. And God looked down and saw that it was good.

Continued from previous page
In the Weekday Page for Women in the attached Diocesan leaflet the following hints
and tips are given: “Before starting your “wash” always look in the pockets of
garments to make sure there are no paper hankies left in. They get horribly soggy
and make a mess of other clothes in the washing machine”. Did you know that
washing machines were invented more than 50 years ago? Me neither. “Peg your
knitting needles together when laying aside. A spring clothes-peg will keep knitting
safely on the needles, and there will be no danger of dropped stitches.”

14th February - Saint Valentine
There are two confusing things about this day of romance and anonymous love-cards
strewn with lace, cupids and ribbon: firstly, there seem to have been two different
Valentines in the 4th century - one a priest martyred on the Flaminian Way, under the
emperor Claudius, the other a bishop of Terni martyred at Rome. And neither seems
to have had any clear connection with lovers or courting couples.
So why has Valentine become the patron saint of romantic love? By Chaucer’s time
the link was assumed to be because on this saint’s day - 14th February - the birds are
supposed to pair. Or perhaps the custom of seeking a partner on St Valentine’s Day
is a surviving scrap of the old Roman Lupercalia festival, which took place in the
middle of February. One of the Roman gods honoured during this Festival was Pan,
the god of nature. Another was Juno, the goddess of women and marriage. During
the Lupercalia it was a popular custom for young men to draw the name of a young
unmarried woman from a name-box. The two would then be partners or
‘sweethearts’ during the time of the celebrations. Even modern Valentine
decorations bear an ancient symbol of love - Roman cupids with their bows and lovearrows.

There are no churches in England dedicated to Valentine, but since 1835 his relics
have been claimed by the Carmelite church in Dublin.

Then God saw there was another need. In His wisdom He made seniors lose
coordination so they would drop things requiring them to bend, reach and
stretch. And God looked down and saw that it was good.
COLD WEATHER

Then God considered the function of bladders and decided seniors would have
additional calls of nature requiring more trips to the bathroom, thus providing more
exercise. God looked down and saw that it was good.

‘It was so cold where we were,’ boasted the Arctic explorer, ‘that the candle froze
and we couldn’t blow it out.’

So if you find, as you age, that you are getting up and down more, remember
it’s God’s will. It is all in your best interests even though you mutter under your
breath.

‘That’s nothing,’ said his rival. ‘Where we were it was so cold that our words came
out in chunks of ice and we had to thaw them to see what we were talking about.’
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FEBRUARY GARDEN NOTES – EVERY GARDENER
SHOULD HAVE …
Just a few suggestions to make gardening easier, more productive, and more fun!
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

A pump sprayer. Nearly all weedkillers and insecticides are now sold readyto-use, but most are also available as concentrates. These are far more
economical, and applying with a pump sprayer is far quicker than with a hand
spray. The benefit will be particularly noticeable on large areas.
A flexi-tub. Useful for dunking plants, collecting weeds, pouring, storing,
carrying and mixing.
An enclosed plastic compost bin. Use for uncooked vegetable and fruit
peelings to give worms an ideal environment to break them down into a rich,
dark compost.
A bird table. Coupled with a squirrel-proof bird feeder, it is always fascinating
to see the rich variety of birds which will suddenly appear when food is
available. A bird bath (regularly cleaned) is a lifeline for them too.
A wildlife area. However small, an area of unmown lawn, a pile of wood and
twigs will quickly attract an array of wildlife and beneficial insects.
Two pairs of gloves. One heavy duty to cope with the rigours of winter, the
other thinner for more precise work such as pricking out and weeding. Showa
gloves are a reliable range that many professionals use.
Tools: a half-moon edger to keep crisp lines between borders and lawn. Not
forgetting a sharp pair of pruners always at the ready for cutting back dead
wood, and a swoe-style hoe for manual weeding and tidying borders.
A colourful front porch. Whatever the weather, there is always a selection of
plants suitable for a seasonal pot display to provide a welcoming display.
A snow shovel – just in case!
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries

HEAVEN’S REWARD
A taxi driver and a minister from the same village died and went to heaven. St Peter
met them at the gate. He gave a kindly smile to the minister, but threw his arms
around the taxi driver, and several angels rushed out to carry the taxi driver in
triumph through the pearly gates.
The minister was miffed. He wanted to know why his welcome was so much less,
considering he had spent his life working for the Kingdom of Heaven. ‘Indeed, you
did,’ said St Peter soothingly, ‘and you did a good job. But sadly, you came nowhere
near to what this taxi driver achieved for us up here in Heaven.
‘But – but – he has never preached even once,’ protested the minister. ‘True, but
while over the years your ministry inspired about 30 people to pray with real fervour,
this taxi driver inspired thousands. Anyone, in fact, who got into the back of his taxi
for a drive.
10

REIGATE HEATH GOLF CLUB
“It is somewhere I enjoy enormously - even if I don’t play!” - A member of Reigate
Heath Golf Club.

Today more than ever, we’re being told to keep fitter by doing more exercise, and to
promote ‘mindfulness’ by making room in our busy lifestyles for some time away
from our screens. Or that as social animals, spending time with other people is a
good thing for our wellbeing.



But perhaps the main reason why people of all ages like coming to
Reigate Heath Golf Club is because they’ve discovered that golf is fun
– and at this club it genuinely doesn’t matter how good or bad they are,
or if they even play at all!

Having fun means different things to different people. For some it’s
playing golf with their friends while for others it’s competing to win.
For most, it’s simply being with or meeting lots of likeminded people,
while for some it can be playing a few holes on their own after work.

In summertime fun can mean popping up to the club in the late afternoon to enjoy
your favourite tipple and take in the spectacular views across the heath as the sun sets
over the North Downs.
For our much younger members aged six and upwards, fun can be joining in the
group coaching on Saturday mornings and being praised when they finally manage to
hit the ball properly!
Whatever you may think about golf, why don’t you give it a go and come and see
Reigate Heath Golf Club for yourself one day?

BUCKLAND READING ROOM
IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
PARTIES, EVENTS, MEETINGS AND CLUBS
£30 per session (concessionary rates for regular hirers)
For further information see our website at
www.bucklandsurrey.net/local-amenities/buckland-reading-room
For booking enquiries contact us on
Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
(preferred) or call Stella Cantor on  843335
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HELLO TO ALL FROM THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN

ON HOW TO SURVIVE A PARISH RETREAT
The Rector, St James the Least

It's Valentine’s Day on 14th February, so we will have cards, chocolates and flowers,
along with some inspiration on the display table as you walk in.

My dear Nephew Darren

Our Christmas Raffle was a huge success and you really came out in support. The
total raised was about £530, which will pay for a memorial bench outside the shop in
memory of our friend and colleague Sam Long. We thank you for your generous
ticket buying and donations.

We have just returned from our parish three-day silent retreat at St Epiphanius’
Priory. We had the usual attendees: those husbands who see it as an opportunity to
stop their wives talking, however briefly; those wives who can keep their husbands
temporarily from the 19th hole at the golf club; and those who want to see if it might
be a suitable home in which to park an inconvenient relative.

This, your Community Shop, will be 10 years old on 21 st March. Do keep an eye out
for plans to celebrate!
We are delighted to announce that we have a new Supervisor in the Shop. It is Hazel
King, who has been doing book-keeping for us for a while now. If you need to
contact her, she can be reached on our email address, see below. Congratulations
Hazel!
Website: theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk.  843965
Email: stroodgreenshop@gmail.com
Christine (Manager) and all the Staff

ARE YOU TAKING A MID-WINTER BREAK?
If you are preparing to take off for foreign climes, do keep an eye out for signs that
have English words… but perhaps not an English meaning! In hotels and train
stations and airports all over the world there are polite little signs that will bring a
smile to the lips of even an exhausted traveller. For instance, how about these:
Switzerland: We have nice bath and are very good in bed.
Romania: The lift is being fixed for the next day. During that time we regret you
will be unbearable.

Russia: If this is your first visit to the USSR, you are welcome to it.
Italy: If service is required, give two strokes to the maid and three to the waiter.

Spain: Our wine list leaves you with nothing to hope for.
Denmark: In the event of fire, open a window and announce your presence in a
seemly manner.
Canary Islands: If you telephone for room service you will get the answer you
deserve.
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It can come as quite a shock for first-timers: the ladies are appalled to discover that
there is neither coffee shop nor hairdressers, and the men that there is no bar or
billiards table. The resident community certainly frowned on the four men among us
who were discovered silently pushing a car down the drive late one evening before
starting it at the main gates as they escaped to the nearest pub. Those of us who are
older hands know to bring our own supplies – carefully wrapped, so that the clinking
of bottles is not too obvious as one ascends the main staircase. The near universal
retreat to bedrooms before dinner is less an opportunity for quiet reflection and more
one for a restorative sherry.

The more experienced also know that temperatures in the house are Siberian. All the
movement and hand waving during Services is less charismatic enthusiasm and more
an attempt to maintain blood flow to the extremities. The series of addresses were
given by an aged member of the community. That some of our party fell asleep
during the addresses was excusable; that the person giving them also occasionally did
so, was not.
During one stroll round the gardens, I noticed clouds of smoke coming from behind
the hedges near the chapel. My hope that it was parishioners experimenting with
incense to be used in church on our return was soon crushed when I found it was a
group of hardened parishioners topping up their nicotine levels. Seeing them
nervously huddled in the shrubbery made one think of schools and bike sheds. I now
find it difficult not to picture them all in short trousers and wearing caps.
And so we return, knowing that we have done our bit once again for the spiritual
vigour of the parish, and also that three days of vegetarian cooking will mean a long
queue at the village butchers tomorrow morning.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
• It is a bad plan that admits of no modification. – Publius Syrus
• The market is a place set apart where men may deceive each other. – Greek
proverb
• Wealth may be an excellent thing, for it means power, leisure, and liberty. –
J. R. Lowell
• The four pillars of government... religion, justice, counsel and treasure. –
Francis Bacon
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PASTORAL SEARCH REPORT
The following is a
confidential report on the
present candidates for the
role of next minister at a
church far from here. It
does not make for happy
reading.

until we discovered the
affair he had with his
neighbour’s wife.

hang-up against wealthy
people. Might fit in better
in a poor congregation.

Solomon: Great preacher,
but our parsonage would
never hold all those wives.

Adam: Good man, but
problems with his wife.
Also, one reference told of
how his wife and he enjoy
walking nude in the
woods.

Elijah: Prone to
depression - collapses
under pressure.

John: Says he is a Baptist,
but doesn’t dress like one.
Has slept in the outdoors
for months on end, has a
weird diet, and provokes
denominational leaders.

Peter: Too blue collar.
Elisha: Reported to have
Has a bad temper - even
lived with a single widow has been known to curse.
while at his former church. Had a big run-in with Paul
in Antioch. Aggressive,
Noah: Former pastorate of Hosea: A tender and
120 years, with no
and a loose canon.
loving pastor, but our
converts. Prone to
people could never handle Paul: Powerful CEO type
unrealistic building
his wife’s occupation.
leader and fascinating
projects.
preacher. However, short
Jeremiah: Emotionally
Abraham: Though the
on tact, unforgiving with
unstable, alarmist,
references reported wifenegative, always lamenting younger ministers, harsh
swapping, the facts seem
and has been known to
things, and reported to
to show he never slept with have taken a long trip to
preach all night.
another man’s wife, but
bury his underwear on the Timothy: Too young.
did offer to share his own bank of foreign river.
wife with another man.
Jesus: Has had popular
Isaiah: On the fringe?
Joseph: A big thinker, but Claims to have seen angels times, but once when his
church grew to 5000 he
probably a braggart;
in church. Has trouble with managed to offend them all
believes in dreamhis language.
and this church dwindled
interpreting, and has a
down to twelve people.
Jonah:
Refused
God’s
prison record.
Seldom stays in one place
call into ministry until he
Moses: A modest and
very long. And, of course,
was forced to obey by
meek man, but poor
getting swallowed up by a he’s single.
communicator, even
great fish. He told us the
Judas: His references are
stuttering at times.
fish later spit him out on
solid. A steady plodder.
Sometimes blows his stack the shore near here. We
Conservative. Good
and acts rashly. Some say hung up.
connections. Knows how
he left an earlier position
to handle money. We’re
Amos:
Too
backward
and
over a murder charge.
inviting him to preach this
unpolished. With some
David: The most
seminary training he might Sunday. Possibilities there.
promising leader of all,
have promise, but has a
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Dorking Friends of Cancer Research UK

Coffee Morning
Betchworth Park Golf Club, Reigate Road, Dorking,
RH4 1NZ, 9.30 – 11.30 a.m.
Wednesday 13th February 2019
There will be local artisan stalls selling handmade gifts and cards
Tickets £10 each
To include coffees, teas, and pastries
For tickets call  01306 711688 or  01737 842084 or email
dfcancerresearchuk@btinternet.com
One day we’ll beat cancer. Help us make it sooner.
Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103)

A PLAY AT BETCHWORTH VILLAGE HALL
AT 7 PM ON SUNDAY 10TH MARCH
‘Title and Deed’ - Play by Will Eno, performed by the powerful Icelandic performer
Paul Palsson.

This is a haunting, funny, quietly moving examination of what it is to search for
“home”, that singular place in the world where we can feel complete. Paul Palsson, a
slightly foreign powerful story teller, gathers us together to sort through his
surprising experiences of that search and shares his story, comparing the odd
traditions of his country of birth with the realities of life here.
Farnham Maltings and Reigate Rotary Club bring you this professional production of
beautifully, poetic story telling. Sponsored by the Arts Council.
Tickets £12.50 a bar with free nibbles.
Tickets available from Rotarian Iain Laurenson  248909, Betchworth Post Office
and Buckland Village Stores.
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