BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
1-4pm
4.15-5.15pm
5.30-7pm
1st/3rd Mon 10am-12 noon
10am-12 noon
Tuesday
1.30-5.15pm
Tuesday
Wednesday 1.45-5.30pm
1.45-5.30pm
Thursday
7-8.30pm
2nd Saturday 1.30-5.30pm
Monday

}

01372 802602

Art Group
Rainbows
Brownies
Singing Group
Tiny Tots Toddlers

David Burrells

Duplicate Bridge

Richard Wheen

842082

Yoga
Sugar Guild

Tilly Mitchell
Karen Hoad

843297
844267

}

842302

Jane Stewart

248909
Meike Laurenson
07701 347351
Debbie Jones

To book the Reading Room, email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
(preferred) or phone Stella Cantor on  843335

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS
Arts Society, Betchworth
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Flower Club
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (secretary)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Surrey Police - non-urgent
Women’s Institute

Carole Evans
David Sayce
Mandy Creasey
Tamlynne Chapman
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Gail Allen
Jane Siegle
Jean Cooke
Debbie Jones
Sheena Boyce
Emma Gallagher
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Jane Douglass
Dr Jim Docking
Tim Howe
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer

Margaret Miller

01372 452563
242776
843610
07734 202427
844138
842654
07925 925135
844496
843259/842175
245161
07701 347351
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
843211
843260
843529
843530
221444
842220
842046
101
842098

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net; Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
Printed by Vincent Press Ltd.  01306 880177 sales@vincentpress.co.uk
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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND
Rector

The Revd. Anna Moore, The Rectory, Old Reigate Road,
Betchworth, RH3 7DE (901860 or 07939 388607). Email:
rectorbetchworthandbuckland@gmail.com. Normal work days:
Sunday through to Thursday. Please contact before 4pm unless it is
urgent.

Priest in
Retirement

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane,
Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email:
rev_davideaton@hotmail.com

Churchwardens

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)
(+ Bell Captain). Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG
(221444) (+ electoral register). Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com

Parish Admin.

Christine Deards, Reading Room, Buckland (845935).
Email: officebetchworthandbuckland@gmail.com

Hon.
Treasurer

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(841058). Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com

Hon. Sec.

Mrs Rosey Davy. Email: roseydavy@gmail.com

Organist

Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT
(241355). Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com

Safeguarding
Officer

Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).
Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com

Junior Church Amy Jago (07971 085134). Email: amy.k.jago@gmail.com; and
Reps
Sarah Munro (07771 427378). Email: sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk
Magazine
Richard Wheen, The Grange, Rectory Lane, Buckland RH3 7BH
- Editor (842082). Email: rwheen@hotmail.com
- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).
Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com

- Advertising Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(845298). Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com
Church
Rotas

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613). Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).
Other: Philip Haynes (842613)

Churchyard
Rose Beds

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG
(247399). Email: everettleeds@gmail.com

Friends of St.
Mary’s

Roger Daniell, Chairman. Richard Wheen, secretary; contact details
as above
2

August 2019. Issue No. 1121
Articles for the September 2019 issue must, please, be with Duncan
Ferns (contact details on page 5) by Sunday 11th August 2019. Please
11 Aug
send editable versions of articles: we cannot accept PDFs, JPGs etc.
If possible, please send graphics in black and white or grayscale. The
editor reserves the right to shorten or omit articles submitted for
publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the following
month. No acknowledgement of items for the magazine will be sent (unless
submitted by e-mail).
Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not
necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains
personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the
magazine. In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website,
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net. Please let the editor know if any of the
information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs
to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the
magazine. Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on
the back page or elsewhere in the magazine, please send details to the editor.

HISTORICAL NOTES
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. It straddles the
A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway. The parish registers date back to 1560,
and the first recorded vicar to 1308. The present church is thought to have been built
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860. The church has six bells, still
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire. Some of the windows date from the
14th and 15th centuries. The window nearest the font suffered heavy damage from an
enemy bomb in 1941. The glass was then removed and lost, until the 600 separate
pieces were rediscovered in the Rectory cellar 52 years later, wrapped in newspaper.
The window was restored in 1994, though part of it now forms the light-box at the
West end of the church.
Buckland is in the Diocese of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher
Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS ON EARLIER PAGES
This month’s tricky SUDOKU

This month’s BRIDGE
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Last month’s harder SUDOKU

The difficulty with
this hand is that
North has only
one ♦ to lead for
finessing
purposes. However, West can be
persuaded to do our work for us
but only if South plays ♥K to the
first trick and North overtakes
with ♥A. The ♦ finesse is now
taken, and West is thrown in with
his remaining ♥ and has to lead a
♦. This trick is won as cheaply as
possible by South, whose
remaining Diamonds are good for
the last two tricks.
Note that North’s ♣ honours are
of no help. If Clubs are led, East
will immediately cash his two
black suit winners.
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This month’s CROSSWORD
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ACROSS: 1, Amazed. 4, Others.
8, Peter. 9, Zebedee. 10, Accuser.
11, Endue. 12, Scripture.
17, Shrub. 19, Abashed.
21, Foolish. 22, Upset.
23, Loathe. 24, Lesser.
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DOWN: 1, Appeal.
2, Attacks. 3, Earns.
5, Tableau. 6, Ended. 7, Shekel.
9, Zarephath. 13, Rubbish.
14, Ephesus. 15, Useful.
16, Editor. 18, Rhoda. 20, Abuse.

Dear Friends
They say time flies by when you are having fun. I still can’t quite believe that it has
been four months already since being licensed to the parishes! One thing life has
taught me is that it seldom stands still, comfortable is good for a while but if we stay
there too long we can start to stagnate! I must admit that I was little apprehensive
embarking on a new challenge, a new role at Betchworth and Buckland, how part
time would work out, being in unfamiliar surroundings, leading unfamiliar services,
but and the big BUT is, it was and still is, exciting…..
I recognise that I am only able to feel grounded and push myself that bit more
because of the support and encouragement through the relationships that are being
established. I am confident that no matter what is thrown my way I have people who
I can trust and depend on to see me through. That is what family is about. Through
this loving environment, I am enthusiastic to encounter new experiences which bring
challenges and joyful moments!
Jesus had his family, not just the biological family but the family through the
disciples, people who he met and called to be alongside him. Jesus’s journey of
preaching, teaching and showing God’s love was achieved through his relationships
to others. The relationships within St Michael’s and St Mary’s are so precious so
vital, as we help one another along through ups and downs of life, we can often take
this for granted! Without that sense of community there would be no church, as
church is not individual, it is corporate. To be a Christian is personal, but it can never
be truly experienced alone as that is opposite to how Jesus modelled a way of being.
Church is the community, not the building, ‘where two or three gathered in my name,
there am I with them’ (Matthew 18:20 NIV).
So, for those of you who are considering a new episode, a new challenge which feels
rather daunting, rather unsettling…embrace it!... of course it is scary, but in taking a
‘can do’ attitude it is amazing to see where that new path leads. No pain, no gain!
In light of new paths, you will notice a few changes being made to the timing of
services and I wanted to take this opportunity to explain the rationale behind it. The
main aim is to make the churches accessible to all; at present the timings of the
3

services between St Michael and St Mary are rather complicated and quite hard to
follow as a newcomer to the parish. After many conversations with locals and
enquirers to the church this was the main factor for not wanting to attend. There was
anxiety expressed of getting it wrong, e.g. turning up too late or too early or the
wrong church.
In response to this, and with agreement from the two PCC’s, we have decided to
regulate the services to 9.30am at Buckland and 11am at Betchworth every Sunday.
Family services will be held at Betchworth on the 1 st Sunday for which we have
formed a new family choir and new members are always welcome. In life’s busy
schedule it is a precious opportunity for parents and carers to share with the children.
The 3rd Sunday at Betchworth will be the family Eucharist where children are
encouraged to take on the roles of the adults e.g. serving, prayers, sides-person,
reading. Please do come along and support our younger members of the congregation
who are ready to rise to the challenge!
There was much debate around Matins and after a great deal of reflection, in order to
maintain a fair balance, Matins will be held on the fourth
Sunday in alternate months. We will review the services
once again in 6/12 months and ask your opinion to see how
we are doing. The most important point in all the changes is
that we have the support and enthusiasm of the
congregations the church serves, otherwise worship
becomes a meaningless ritual, which is never right. As we
embark on this new and exciting path ahead, and attempt to
reach out to the wider church family, I pray that throughout
the journey we are there for each other both in our churches,
our communities and our united benefice so that we can never be accused of
stagnating!
God Bless, Anna

NEW EDITOR FOR PARISH MAGAZINE?
As mentioned in last month’s Magazine, we are looking for somebody to take over
the editorship of this Magazine. If the thought of that appeals to you, please call me
on  824082.

Paul and Madeline Rietchel have kindly agreed to take over overall responsibility for
distribution of the Magazine and collection of subscriptions from readers, so that is
two jobs less for the next editor.
This job would suit a retired person wanting to do some volunteering. Please
consider whether it might suit you.
Thank you very much.

Richard Wheen
4

Date Flowers

Reader/Lesson

Time Sidesman/Procession

Philip Haynes
Galatians
6: 7-16

9.30

Philip Haynes
David & Sally Sayce and
Sue Haynes

11th
Aug

Pat Evans
Colossians: 1: 1-14

9.30

Pat Evans
Jane England, Rosey Davy
and Liz Vahey

18th
Aug

Colossians 1: 15-28

8

David or
Sally Sayce

Caroline Gale
Colossians 2: 8-15

9.30

Caroline Gale
Philip & Sue Haynes

4th
Aug

Jean
Cooke

25th
Aug

Fiona
Brindley

BUCKLAND READING ROOM
IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
PARTIES, EVENTS, MEETINGS AND CLUBS
£30 per session (concessionary rates for regular hirers)
For further information see our website at
www.bucklandsurrey.net/local-amenities/buckland-reading-room
For booking enquiries contact us on
Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
(preferred) or call Stella Cantor on  843335

THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S
If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would like to do so, or would like more
information, please see the literature in the church or contact one of the officers (eg
Richard Wheen, Secretary, rwheen@hotmail.com  842082). The annual
subscription is £15 for one person, £30 for a household.

The object of the Friends is to help maintain the fabric and structure of St. Mary’s, an
important focal point at the centre of Buckland and a listed building with 1,000 years
of history.
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CROSSWORD. Solution on page 22
Across
1 ‘The people were — at
his teaching’ (Mark 1:22)
(6)

Date

4 ‘He saved —; let him
save himself’ (Luke 23:35)
(6)

St. Mary’s,

St. Michael’s,

Buckland

Betchworth

9.30

Parish Communion

11

9.30

8
Iona Parish Communion 11

Holy Communion
Matins *

18th
August

8

Holy Communion

10.30

Joint Family Communion

25th
August

9.30

Parish Communion

8
11

Holy Communion
Parish Communion *

Holy Communion

10.45
11
5pm

Sunday Club †
Family service
Evensong

4th
August

8 He addressed the crowd
in Jerusalem on the day of
Pentecost (Acts 2:14) (5)

11th
August

9 Father of James and John
(Matthew 4:21) (7)
10 One who charges another
with an offence (Job 31:35)
(7)

Parish Communion *

11 ‘ — thy ministers with
righteousness’ (Book of
Common Prayer) (5)

1st
8
September

12 and 15 Down ‘All — is
God-breathed and is — for
teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in
righteousness’ (2 Timothy
3:16) (9,6)

17:10) (9)

* Coffee and soft drinks served in church after these services. Even if you are just
visiting, do please join us for a convivial get-together.
† In Hamilton Room

13 Paul said of whatever was
to his profit, ‘I consider them
— , that I may gain Christ and
be found in him’ (Philippians
3:8) (7)

August Diary

17 ‘No — of the field had yet
appeared on the earth and no
plant of the field had yet
sprung up’ (Genesis 2:5) (5)
19 Made to feel embarrassed
(Isaiah 24:23) (7)
21 This man built his house
on sand (Matthew 7:26) (7)
22 David’s hypocritical
message to Joab on the death
in battle of Uriah: ‘Don’t let
this — you’ (2 Samuel 11:25)
(5)
23 Detest (Job 10:1) (6)
24 ‘God made two great
lights, the greater light to
govern the day and the —

light to govern the
night’ (Genesis 1:16) (6)
Down
1 To make a serious request
(1 Corinthians 1:10) (6)

2 Launches an assault against 14 City visited by Paul,
(Genesis 32:8) (7)
described by the city clerk as
‘the guardian of the temple of
3 ‘The wicked man —
the great Artemis’ (Acts
deceptive wages’ (Proverbs
19:35) (7)
11:18) (5)
5 Tuba ale (anag.) (7)

15 See 12 Across

6 ‘The day thou gavest, Lord, 16 Rioted (anag.) (6)
is — ’ (5)
18 She had a surprise when
7 Old Testament measure of she answered the door and
weight, equivalent to about 12 found 8 Across outside (Acts
grammes (Exodus 30:13) (6) 12:13) (5)
20 Maltreat (1 Chronicles
9 Where Elijah restored life
10:4) (5)
to the son of a widow with
whom he lodged (1 Kings

20

Sun

11th

Mon 19th - Fri 23rd

Page
St. Clare

11

Holiday at home week

14

For activities at Dorking Museum, see page 16,
and for music in Dorking see page 15
To the optimist, the glass is half full. To the pessimist, the glass is half empty. To
the engineer, the glass is twice as big as it needs to be.
If it’s true that we are here to help others, then what exactly are the others here
for?
Middle age is when broadness of the mind and narrowness of the waist change
places.
5

SEPTEMBER PARISH MAGAZINE

Tricky SUDOKU. Solution on page 22

As in previous years, Duncan Ferns will kindly be editing the September Magazine.
Please send/deliver any contributions for that Magazine to him, by Sunday 11th
August, at Yewdells, Dungates Lane, RH3 7BD, or email: fernsdc@gmail.com

4

9

The ringers of Buckland and Betchworth enjoyed a combined outing in north-east
Sussex.
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Harder SUDOKU, solution next month
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NORTH
♠ ♥ A2
♦ 2
EAST
♣ K Q 10 ♠ 2
♥ SOUTH ♦ K J 9
♠ ♣ AJ
♥ K3
♦ A Q 10 7 Solution
on p.22
♣ -

MARRIAGE?

If you would like to join us on our outing next year, now is the time to come to a
practice (Tuesday at St Michael’s or Friday at St Mary’s) and start learning to ring!

A big Thank-you to all those hardy perennials who turned out to make the
churchyard a pretty picture. Your help was greatly appreciated! E.L.

WEST
♠ ♥ QJ
♦ 6543
♣ -

1

Holy Trinity, Coleman’s Hatch was built in 1913 in a gothic style. But we were all
getting tired and once everyone had had a ring there was more interest in the tea
being prepared in a garden by the churchyard.

BUCKLAND IN BLOOM - ST. MARY'S CHURCHYARD

1

7

4

A short drive brought us to Withyham, home of a branch of the Sackville family,
once Earls of Dorset. St Michael’s church was rebuilt in 1663 with a Sackville
memorial chapel; the grandest monument (1677) is to a young son of the fifth Earl –
his effigy lies on a tomb-chest, holding a skull, while his father and mother kneel
sadly either side.

Andrew Oliphant, bellringer and steeplekeeper (St Michael’s).

7
2

Our first stop was St Peter’s Ardingly with six light bells. The ringing-room is a
glazed balcony half-way up the tower arch; an ancient stepladder goes up one side to
the bell-chamber – and makes it difficult to find a place to stand to ring the tenor bell.
Bell 4 was cast in 1375, so has been calling villagers to services for over 600 years!

Last stop was St Margaret’s, West Hoathly. The church featured several cast-iron
tomb slabs: the area was once a centre of iron production. In the evening we relaxed
around a barbecue in a colourful Brockham garden.

North to lead in a NT
contract, & N/S to
make 5 tricks against
any defence. How?

9

9

BELLRINGERS’ OUTING IN SUSSEX

The next church, Fairwarp, might be described as ‘modern gothic’ – enlarged in 1930
by the Eckstein family, with money made from South African goldmines.

3

BRIDGE. Solution on page 22
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A marriage seminar was held at a
Catholic Church and Giuseppe,
who had lived in England for
many years, attended. At the first
session, the priest discovered that
Giuseppe had been married for
many years, so he asked him how
he had managed to stay married
to the same woman for so long.
Giuseppe replied, “Wella, I'va
tried to treat her nicea, but besta
of all is, I tooka her to Italy for
our 25th anniversary!” The
priest said,, “Giuseppe, you are an
inspiration to everyone here,
especially husbands. Please tell us
what you are planning for your
next anniversary.” Giuseppe
proudly replied, “I gonna go pick
her up.”

BUCKLAND ONE WORLD GROUP

BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE

The speaker on 28th June was Will Kernick, who generously gave some of his time
on leave from Sandhurst to tell us about life at the Royal Military Academy on the
outskirts of Camberley.
Will is a charming and captivating speaker who clearly enjoys his training to be an
army officer. He left us in no doubt that officer training, though very hard work and
sometimes just unpleasant, can also be great fun. Your basic goal is to learn
leadership and a range of life skills. This means that the course entails many different
kinds of exercise, from firing weapons to giving a talk about a famous leader. To use
an old-fashioned but appropriate term, you learn to develop character.
Whereas study at school and university gets harder the longer you’re there, life at the
Royal Military Academy starts hard, really hard, and then tends to ease off
somewhat. For the first few weeks, you’re not even allowed to use the phone and
have negligible time off. You’re ironing and polishing kit until late into the evening,
only to get up at six o’clock to prepare for morning inspection. The selection process
is so rigorous that the dropout rate is just 14%; yet there are always many more
applicants than places.
During the first part of training the focus is on becoming a physically competent and
confident individual. You must prove to be superbly fit so that in just five weeks you
are prepared to pass an exacting drill test. Your first major challenge might be a 30mile forced route march in inhospitable terrain with a 20 kg backpack.
Will’s talk raised £150 for the charity Money for Madagascar.

J.D.

DORKING FRIENDS OF CANCER RESEARCH UK
Flanders and Swann Concert and Afternoon Tea
Gildings Farm, Partridge Lane, Newdigate, Dorking, RH5 5BW, Sunday 29th
September 2019, 2 – 5 pm. Tickets £20 each
From 2 pm, concert 2.30-3.30 followed by tea.
For tickets in advance call  01306 711688 or
 01306 882146 or email
dfcancerresearchuk@btinternet.com
One day we’ll beat cancer. Help us make it
sooner.

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103)
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Pond Clearance and Village Tidy - Sunday 8th September 2019
The Reigate Area Conservation Volunteers have kindly agreed to lead a pond
clearance on Sunday 8th September. Please meet us by the pond in time for a short
safety briefing at 10am from Simon Elson who supervises our activities.
The extended period of hot dry weather has provided perfect
growing conditions for “unwanted vegetation” in our village
pond. If you are keen to help in the pond, bring waders (if you
have them), a spade, a bucket (or plastic trug) suitable to use in
the pond and a wheelbarrow. If enough villagers turn out the
hope will be to create a chain of people to make it easier to
transfer vegetation from the pond to the green. There will be
tasks suitable for volunteers who would prefer to stay on dry
land, so don’t be put off joining in; come along armed with
your favourite gardening gloves and hand tools to help.
Footpaths and Bridleways
The Countryside Access team at Surrey County Council (SCC) has limited funds for
vegetation cuts and rely on feedback from residents to prioritise where to spend their
maintenance budget.
The team prefers online reports to be submitted via the SCC website as this ensures
the information you enter is automatically logged and available to all the team. To
report a problem such as vegetation blocking a path or bridleway, a broken stile or a
missing fingerpost visit the SCC website at www.surreycc.gov.uk, select “report it”
and opt for “right of way problem”. If you do not have access to the internet you can
call the customer contact centre on  0300 200 1003 and they will then ask you for
the information needed to enable them to log the enquiry for you.

Pavements
The hard-surfaced footpaths that run alongside roads are the responsibility of SCC
Highways – any problems you encounter need to be reported to the Highways team
by opting for “pavement problem” under the report it menu or by calling  0300
200 1003.
Register to Vote in Elections : Annual Check Now Underway
Each July, the elections team at Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) issues a
household enquiry form to every property to comply with the Electoral
Commission’s requirement for an annual check of the electoral register to be
completed. Please take a few minutes to check the details on the form you receive
are correct and add anyone who you think is missing from the register as only people
on the register can vote.
Sheena Boyce, Clerk to Buckland Parish Council parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net
7

TALK ON THE HISTORY OF ST MARY'S CHURCH
Many local people came to a talk by Duncan Ferns on 11th July on the history of St
Mary’s given in the Church itself. The talk was under the auspices of the Friends of
St Mary's (FOSM) and was a follow-up to his book, the History of Buckland, an
update of which Duncan is planning.
Many of those who came are themselves local, live in the parish and thus are very
familiar with St Mary's. And yet I suspect we knew very little of the fascinating
information and history which Duncan revealed to us and which he had discovered
through meticulous and thorough research - helped as he said by the internet.
We discovered amongst many things that St Mary's was probably the second church
in the village, the first having been down Rectory Lane near the railway line
surrounded by houses but moved after the bubonic plague mid 14th century.
Duncan talked us through the history of the memorials in the church, only one of
which was for a parishioner without a specific connection to the church and the
incredible story attached to it; the physical development of, and change to, the church
through contemporary paintings ending up with the great changes wrought in 1860
by Edward Woodyer;
and the histories and
representations of all the
stained glass
windows. We started
with music and
ended with a reference to
a hymn, Jesus, Lord of
Life and Glory, written
in 1839 by John
Cummins who lived in
the parish and is buried
in the churchyard.
It was a wonderful
evening with a talk
superbly delivered by Duncan, with a vote of thanks at the end given by Anna
our Rector and a cheese and wine reception afterwards. So thank you Duncan for all
your time in preparation for the talk, to Simon and Barbara Thomas who provided the
cheese and wine and to all who came.
The closing collection amounted to £470.
David Sayce and Liz Vahey, Churchwardens
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BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Betchworth + Brockham +Buckland

The Autumn Show will be upon us next month and the keen gardeners amongst you
will be preparing and cultivating your entries for this year. Our Show Secretary has
been busy revisiting the categories and has made some significant changes to
improve the show. A lot of thought has gone into this rearrangement so we hope it
will please everyone.
The ‘Best in Class’ has returned in the cookery section and there are also sections for
flower arrangements, photography and makers of homemade wine and beer.
The Mike Alford award (a tribute to our late Vice Chairman) will be given to the best
exhibit in the craft section: painting, drawing, sewing, photography, and other craft
skills. There is a Novice section too. The Junior section has proved over the last few
years to be very popular so we hope it will be equally supported again this year.
The Show schedule provides full information and entry forms for all
of the categories.
The Brockham Green Horticultural Society’s Autumn Show will take
place on Saturday 21 st September at Betchworth War Memorial Hall. 2-4.30pm.

AUGUST GARDEN NOTES 2019
Here are some simple ideass to give food for thought for enhancing gardens at this
time of year.
• Use an unsightly old shed as a feature. Give it a welcome refresh with a wood
treatment, preferably with an interesting colour. Gone are the days of the easy
choice of light or dark brown! Cuprinol or Ronseal are good, reliable brands.
Plant a few pots of herbs to soften the look, and consider a climbing rose or
trachelospermum to meander around the window to give it a “country cottage”
look.
• If you have a long garden, consider separating the space into different “rooms”.
These can have various themes and are easily separated by trellis or tall shrubs. A
cosy, secluded seating area can be a welcome retreat from screaming children
playing football! Many trees and plants will provide a soothing rustling sound to
help drown out unwelcome sounds such as road noise. Birch, phormium, bamboo
and grasses will all fulfil this role.
• On the patio, slabs can become very grubby. Use a jet sprayer to give a fresh
look, being careful to avoid disturbing the sand and cement mix between them.
Alternatively, use a chemical cleaner such as Patio Magic to revive the colour.
• Summer isn’t over yet! Keep dead-heading, feeding and watering to prolong the
life of hanging baskets, bedding and vegetable plants. With any luck, warm
weather will persist well into September.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries
17

DORKING MUSEUM IN AUGUST
‘The Days of King Dor - a touring exhibition from Leasingstede Museum’: Our
current rather unusual exhibition is the creation of artist Jane Williams and is a
display of artefacts from Dorking’s past, but not a past that any local historians
would recognise. This exhibition has raised a few smiles!
Deepdene Trail guided walk: Sunday 11th
August, 2pm from Dorking Golf Club
clubhouse.

South Street Caves tours: Take a trip under
the streets of Dorking to explore the famous
17th century caves. Open Day Saturday 31 st
August, tours 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm. Check website for details and further dates,
or to arrange a group tour.
Family Activities: It’s a Dinosaur Holiday at the museum this summer. Come along
and share your summer holiday with the dinosaurs – every Thursday, Friday and
Saturday throughout August.
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or
 01306 876591.

BBCS “SING FOR SHELTER”
Wednesday 4th Sept. 7.45pm Betchworth Village Hall

The Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society invites you to a special one-off open
rehearsal to raise money for Shelter, the housing and homelessness charity.
This is an ambitious project taking place throughout the UK in 2019. Choirs and
singers are coming together to sing A Place to Call Home - music and lyrics by Alex
Woolf.

BBCS has been inspired to host Sing for Shelter to bring the community together to
think about those less fortunate than ourselves.
BBCS would like to encourage as many people as possible to get involved and
support this initiative. Come and sing, use your voice for this important cause. All
the money raised will be donated to Shelter, to support their vital work with
homeless and badly housed families.
For more information about Shelter visit www.shelter.org.uk
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WINTER LUNCHES ARE HERE AGAIN!
2019 Winter Lunches start again on 12th September from 12 noon in the Reading
Room, Old Road. Two courses and a cuppa for £3.50. Where else can you get a
bargain like that and with a chance to catch up with all local chat and doings? We
look forward to seeing old friends and new. If you wish for more information, ring
Carol Leeds on  247399 or Liz Vahey on  221444.
THE UNITED BENEFICE OF BETCHWORTH
AND BUCKLAND
SUPPORTED BY HARTSFIELD MANOR
WARMLY INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR A
MURDER MYSTERY DINNER AT HARTSFIELD
MANOR ON FRIDAY 4TH OCTOBER 7.30PM.
£35 PER PERSON; PRICE INCLUDES A 3 COURSE MEAL
THE EVENT PROVIDES A CHANCE FOR RESIDENTS OF
BUCKLAND & BETCHWORTH TO COME TOGETHER AS A
COMMUNITY AND SHARE SOME FUN AND LAUGHTER. WE
ARE TRYING TO RAISE £30,000 TO HELP FUND
RESTORATION OF THE ORGAN IN BUCKLAND CHURCH AND
PROCEEDS RAISED FROM THIS EVENING WILL BE ADDED TO
THE “ORGAN FUND”.
THE RESTORATION WILL ENABLE CONCERTS TO BE HELD
AT ST MARY’S AND FOR THE CHURCH TO BE USED IN A
VARIETY OF WAYS TO COMPLEMENT OTHER VILLAGE
ACTIVITIES. WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US AND SUPPORT US
FOR AN EVENING OF GOOD COMPANY AND
ENTERTAINMENT.
TO BUY YOUR TICKETS PLEASE CALL
HARTSFIELD MANOR ON 845300 AND
SELECT OPTION 4 TO SPEAK TO THE
SPECIAL EVENTS TEAM. PLEASE ADVISE
ANY DIETARY REQUIREMENTS AND
SEATING PREFERENCES TO THE EVENTS
TEAM. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES PLEASE CONTACT
REVD ANNA MOORE rectorbetchworthandbuckland@gmail.com
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB

NORTH DOWNS SCHOOL
Our three sites at Brockham, Betchworth begin meeting with the parents and
and Leigh are now almost ‘child free
children who are due to start in
zones’ apart from the children taking part September 2020 and choosing their
in swimming summer school in
child’s first school and so the
our pool at Brockham. All three
cycle starts all over again.
sites continue to be busy places
filled with teachers and workmen.
Learning outside the classroom
It’s an opportunity to clear out,
remains a key part of our school
tidy up, decorate and prepare for
curriculum. Mary Rode, one of
the new school year.
our school governors who
Be the best you can be, every day
supports the teachers and
Our new Reception pupils are now
pupils with this initiative, has recently
hopefully looking forward to joining us in been presented with the award Gardening
September. They will have a phased start Champion by the RHS, in recognition of
spread over several days resulting in only her work supporting the young people at
ten children starting for just a morning at North Downs. Thank you Mary for all
a time. By the second week of term all
your hard work.
thirty children will have started at each
site and will attend full time from then
On behalf of our pupils, parents and
on. Children will also be joining us in
governors may I wish you all a very
Year 3 from Newdigate School.
happy and sunny summer. Happy
holidays!
September will soon be here and we will
Jane Douglass, Headteacher

Our performances during the month have been a bit like the June weather.
Changeable. One thing for certain is that we are definitely a fair weather club and
the dank conditions have not helped our results. We lost numerous games to
waterlogged greens and played several in the drizzle. We had a narrow defeat to
Cranleigh and slightly heavier losses to Redhill and Castle Green. However as things
dried our so our bowls improved. Good wins over Esher and Epsom Court and a
thumping of Epsom Park followed.
The ladies played two games, winning and losing one. The men play in the Christie
league, only two woods used by each played, and results have not been great so the
less said the better. Finally we have played two games in the Friendship League.
We drew with Pippbrook but lost the match on points conceded but had a very good
win over a strong Bookham side and picked up nine and half of the eleven points
available.
In July we have numerous club games against local opposition and also out internal
competitions are in full swing so there is plenty going on.
A small reminder: we are having another Open Day on 20th July from 10.00 to 12.00.
All you need to do is bring yourself and some flat soled shoes. We will provide the
equipment, the coaching and the refreshments. Bowls is a fun yet competitive game
for all ages, genders and ability so why not come down and meet the members and
give it a go.
If you want to know more about bowls or our club please do not hesitate to contact
our Captain Christine Knight on  07810 515345 or speak to me when I am
delivering your parcels.
Rick Lawrence

TEENAGERS AROUND YOUR HOUSE …
Have you ever thought how much they have in common with cats?
1. Neither teenagers nor cats turn their heads when you call them by name.
2. No matter what you do for them, it is not enough. Indeed, all human efforts are
barely adequate to compensate for the privilege of waiting on them hand and foot.
3. You rarely see a cat walking outside of the house with an adult human being, and
it can be safely said that no teenager wants to be seen in public with his or her
parents.
4. Cats and teenagers can lie on the living-room sofa for hours on end without
moving, barely breathing.
5. Both cats and teenagers eat some very odd things – at very odd hours.
6. Cats are obsessed with themselves and their appearance. Teenagers....!
7. Cats have nine lives. Teenagers act as if they did.
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MUSIC IN DORKING
4th at 5.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717
13th 20th 27th at 8.30, Watermill Jazz at Betchworth Park golf club, £19-24,  07415
815784
20th at 7.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717
27th at 7.00, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £18.50,  01306 881717
As usual, we have had a very good season of music in Dorking, thanks to our various
concert promoters, choirs and orchestras, and the coming year promises some
excellent concerts too, including the opera screenings mentioned above’
Ian Codd
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HOLIDAY AT HOME WEEK
This is a joint venture between Dorking United Reformed Church, St Paul’s Church,
Dorking Quakers and Dorking Christian Centre to provide a ‘Holiday at Home’ in
Dorking for older people who may not otherwise get away. It will run in the week
prior to the August Bank Holiday from Monday 19th to Friday 23rd August.
The theme this year is “We are all going on a Summer Holiday” and will offer an
exciting programme of entertainments and activities, meals and excursions. Most
talks and activities are free and are based at the Dorking United Reformed Church in
West Street. A two-course hot meal will be available every day at the Christian
Centre. (Booking required).
There are three exciting excursions planned to include a full day trip to the D-Day
Museum and Overlord Embroideries at Southsea, a half day trip by mini bus to Leith
Hill Place and, for the less mobile, a half day luxury coach trip through the Surrey
Hills.

Programmes and booking forms will be available from the end of June at Dorking
URC, The Christian Centre and at other participating organisations. Dorking URC is
a registered Charity, No. 1132113.
For further details please contact the Christian Centre  01306 886830, Mon-Fri
9.00am-2.30pm. Alternatively Chris Currie, Dorking URC  07771 596654
chris.currie.dorkingurc@outlook.com www.dorkingurc.org.uk

BROCKHAM GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Betchworth + Brockham + Buckland

Our annual Plant Sale this year was a roaring success.
Mary Rode has taken over the task of organising the sale and brought in fresh new
ideas that proved new interest with the visitors. Garden ornaments and a variety of
donated crafts were introduced which boosted our sales on the day. One hundred
plants were also donated by Simon, a Brockham resident, and these sold extremely
well. The Society wish to thank Simon for his kind and generous donation.
The final total for the Plant Sale this year was £334.67p. Our best yet!!!
Out thoughts are now focussing on the Society’s Autumn Show (21st
September). Many of our members are busy growing and nurturing all
sorts of flowers, fruit and vegetables ready to exhibit in the Show. More
details regarding entry will be available over the coming months.
Autumn Show on Saturday, 21st September
at the Betchworth Village War Memorial Hall
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11th August: St Clare of Assisi

Assisi, a beautiful town in the Italian province of Umbria, was the birth-place in the
twelfth century of two of that country’s greatest saints, Francis and Clare. Francis
first, and then Clare, discovered the liberating effect of release from the burden of
wealth.
For them simplicity, a godly poverty, was the way to blessing. Their followers –
Francis’s monks, the Franciscans, and Clare’s nuns, the ‘Poor Clares’ as they were
known, set themselves to live without any kind of luxury. This freed them, they
believed, for a life of prayer and service, to care for the poor around them without
distraction. They built no elaborate basilicas, though one was erected after the death
of Francis, strictly against his wishes, to surround the simple chapel (his ‘hovel’)
where he and his followers were based. The present-day house of the Poor Clares is a
perfect example of the sheer beauty of simplicity.
Their life-style, their message, their simplicity of life and love of the Creation and its
creatures, offered a striking alternative to the society around them, where wealth
(which Francis had enjoyed but rejected at his conversion) and poverty and sickness
lived side by side. It has to be said, too, that their message is on collision course
with the values and goals of much of the western world today. Simplicity of life
and affluence don’t sit easily together.

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO
Not much of interest in the magazine of
August 1969, but the Rector does report
that “we were sorry and concerned to
hear that Mr Westwood, landlord of the
Red Lion, had to hire a car for his holiday
as his Vauxhall was crushed by a
chestnut tree while it stood in the
forecourt “. The report does not say
whether or not he was in the car at the
time. Also “Has anyone seen the vicar’s
umbrella? It is marked with his name and

an Irish address.” And a brief poem:

Man said,
“Right, mate
Create, annihilate,
We know it all,
Believe in God no more.”
“Fair enough,” said God,
“Neither will I believe in you,”
And in a puff of smoke,
Man went out.
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VILLAGES IN BLOOM
Many thanks to everyone for the amazing effort put into making the judges’ visit to
Buckland such a success. They were both very happy to spend over two hours
visiting everything we had to show them. Their judgment will be formally
announced at an Oscar type ceremony in at the Amex Stadium in Brighton on Friday,
13th September so we shall have to wait until then to find out how we did.
However, at the conclusion of the visit, the judges did make one or two comments
which I can share with you. They were particularly impressed with the reception they
received at the Pheasant and the way the community had come together to welcome
them. Ruth Growney, one of the RHS judges commented “I love the windmill. It’s
just mad and unique. From a heritage and history point of view that’s stuck in my
mind. There were absolutely beautiful gardens.” The other judge, Ian Hyde, said of
Park Lake “The lake has huge potential and to me that seems to be a really exciting
project. The owner, Dominic Sanders, is very environmentally aware too.” And
added that he had “also enjoyed the absolutely lovely, lovely gardens.”

Julian Steed

BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY
On Sunday 30th June the Betchworth & Buckland Society held its annual barbecue
on Goulburn Green, Betchworth. Some 80 adults and 20 children enjoyed the
afternoon, many families having previously watched the Fire Eating and Bubbles
Show organised by Family Activities for Betchworth & Buckland.
The Barbecue was supported this year by a special tent offering Craft Beer by
Pilgrim Brewery of Reigate, which was very popular since summer had finally
arrived on that day. There was further successful musical entertainment by Michael
Lack of Marden, a saxophonist and pianist duo, which provided a very pleasant
ambience to the event. Food catering was supplied by Sarah of The Plough at Leigh,
which was so good that Sunday evening eating plans were suspended for once in at
least two households.

MORE CHURCHES THAN PUBS
The UK now has more churches than pubs, according to new data published by the
National Churches Trust. There are around 39,000 pubs in the UK, according to the
latest figures from the Office of National Statistics, with more than 11,000 pubs
having closed in the UK in the last decade – a fall of almost a quarter (23%).
However, there are around 40,300 church buildings in the UK open to the public and
being used for worship, according to research carried out for the National Churches
Trust by the Brierley Consultancy.
The number of church buildings is also substantially higher than other key public
buildings in the UK. There are currently around 14,300 supermarkets operated by
grocery retailers, 11,500 post office branches, 7,500 bank branches and 3,600 public
libraries.
An increasing number of churches in the UK are also becoming local ‘community
hubs’, hosting children’s nurseries, senior citizen lunch clubs, concerts and
exhibition venues. Some even house post-offices, GP surgeries and farmer’s
markets. Around 6,000 of the UK’s approximately 32,000 polling places are located
in church buildings.

Once again, excellent organisation both prior to and during the event was led by
Claire Daniell, Tamlynne Chapman, Jackie Ellison and Mike Gibson, and many other
members who each made it successful by their efforts.
Thanks to everyone, especially for helping clear the site so efficiently. Many hands
make light work.

Richard Worsley
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