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Dear Friends
It is good to be writing to you again for this first post-lockdown edition of the Buckland Parish Magazine. It feels like life is slowly returning to normal.
The government announced with fairly short notice, that weddings and worship services could begin again from 4 July 2020.
We then had to wait for guidance from the Church of England and Southwark Diocese and then meet together to implement this guideance in a way which is practical
for us. Initially, we are only able to hold one Holy Communion service per week due
to cleaning regulations and volunteers available to assist with services. There can be
no singing of hymns, but our organist Melvin Hughes will still be playing. Hand sanitizer and social distancing markers are in place in both churches.
As you read this, our first services since restrictions lifted have now been successfully
held, on 12 July 2020 at Betchworth, followed by 19 July at Buckland. Our plan is to
alternate a service at Betchworth or Buckland each week. We hope that the villages
will support one another on the weeks that a service is not in their parish church.
We are conscious too some may be nervous about returning to church initially. Please
be assured that services will continue to be available both online and through the telephone service at 9.30am Sunday.
For those unable to attend the online services will continue as will the phone in service which now moves to 9.30am on Sundays to accommodate the service in church.
0333 0110 945
Room Number 10027764 #
Pin 5317#
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Normally in the July/August magazine I am wishing well those who might be heading
away on holiday. While I suspect many of us will not be straying too far this summer,
you certainly have plenty of choice when it comes to online services. Whilst I am on
my summer break (August 1st -17th) the online/phone in services will stop temporarily
but why not take the opportunity to tune into services from our churches across the
deanery (St Luke’s Reigate has a very polished service and is of a different tradition,
which is a great thing to experience).
In the meantime, the churches continue to be open 9-4pm on Tuesday, Thursday and
Sunday for prayer. Thanks to volunteers in the both villages the book swap scheme is
now up and running in both churches, please feel free to visit and take a book on the
days the church is open Tues/Thurs/Sunday 9-4pm. If you have any donations, please
can you leave them in the donation crates so that they can be quarantined for 72
hours.
Please feel free to visit your wonderful church to take time out, enjoy the architecture,
or to take a book, whatever your reason for coming we welcome you – enjoy!
In all of the uncertainty we are glad to offer the church as a place of calmness and
hope for the community it serves. We place our worries and concerns into the hands
of God, our anchor in the storm.
God Bless.
Revd Anna

And hope does not disappoint us, because God has
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
who he has given us.
Romans 5:5
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EDITORIAL
As explained in Revd. Anna’s letter, Church Services started again on 12th July ,
albeit with some restrictions to protect further spread of Covid-19. Our magazine is
pleased to be back!
Experiences of Covid-19 Lockdown. This is a rather special magazine with 12
pages devoted to some personal experiences of local people in lockdown over the
past 3 months. We hope that you find the articles relevant for you and that the reflection will provide some gratitude for your own circumstances.
A New Series of ‘Past Lives’ of Buckland. During 2020, a small team has surveyed the graveyard of St Mary’s Buckland. A Memorial Inscription (MI) document is being created: recording, indexing and photographing all the names on gravestones and memorials in the graveyard . Several stories of ‘past lives’ have been researched and I hope that you will find them an interesting read. The first is the Warre
family (page 31). If you have suggestions of Buckland’s ‘Past Lives’ to remember
from a memorial in our church graveyard, please send a request to the Editor.
Local Groups and Events. An invitation to local societies and groups to offer ‘an
update’ was sent out and I thank those who responded. However, Lockdown conditions remain stringent on non-essential meetings, including any theatre, cinema,
choirs, musical concerts, etc, so local events remain sparse.

Magazine Covers: From October 2019 to this issue, there has been a series of
eight historic sketches of our church on successive covers. This series is now completed as I am not aware of any other historic sketches. I plan to continue with a series of historic postcards of Buckland, which will begin in September 2020.
Obituaries: On a sadder note… In past years, there have been ‘phases’ where obituaries are common in our magazine, but in recent years there have been very few.
Clearly, people have continued to leave us. Hence many lives that would be fondly
remembered by the wider community are not recalled. It usually takes close family
members or close friends to write such a piece, but I would encourage and welcome
families and friends to submit an obituary of the recently deceased, particularly of
those who have lived in the village for some time. The same is true of encouraging
submission of notices of any deceased who moved away some time ago, or have funeral services outside the village.
Advertisers: Please support our local businesses and those who advertise in these
pages in these difficult times. Begin by reading through our advertisement pages in
this magazine right now and make some contacts!
Duncan Ferns, Editor
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AUGUST SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST MARY’S
Date

St Mary’s Buckland

St Michael’s Betchworth

2 August #
Trinity 8

11am Parish Communion
(spoken service)
11am Parish Communion
(spoken service)

9 August #
Trinity 9
16 August
Trinity 10

9.30am Dial-in Service
11am Parish Communion
(spoken service)

9.30am Dial-in Service

23 August
Trinity 10

9.30am Dial-in Service

9.30am Dial-in Service
11am Parish Communion
(spoken service)

30 August
Trinity 10

9.30am Dial-in Service
11am Parish Communion
(spoken service)

9.30am Dial-in Service

The Telephone Dial-in Services at 9.30am are available by calling 0333 0110 945,
Room number 10027764#, PIN 5317#
Online Sunday Services will continue to be available during August via the Church
websites.
# No Dial-in services on 2 or 9 August
Daily Hope phone line clocks up two million minutes
Daily Hope, launched by the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Justin Welby includes his personal voice message, with prayer and reflection. It has now received 173,000 calls from
over 37,000 people over lockdown. The service is available 24 hours a day on 0800
804 8044 and is expected to continue
through August.
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There are no notices of August Events due to continue
Covid 19 Lockdown
But the first glimmer of events for September...
Page

September Diary
18th
Sept

10.00am Buckland Heritage Walk
-12.30

Pre-book from midAugust

30

19th
Sept

10.00am Buckland Heritage Walk
-12.30

Pre-book from midAugust

30

19-20th 11amSept
5pm

Open Art Studio, The
Bungalow, Reigate Rd

Visit any time when
open

32

25-27th 11amSept
5pm

Open Art Studio, The
Bungalow, Reigate Rd

Visit any time when
open

32

The Lake Isle of Innisfree
I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,
And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made:
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee;
And live alone in the bee-loud glade.
And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow,
Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings;
There midnight's all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow,
And evening full of the linnet's wings.
I will arise and go now, for always night and day
I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;
While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey,
I hear it in the deep heart's core.
William Butler Yeats, 1888
The poem is about an actual place near the coast of Ireland, the Lake Isle of Innisfree, which is a very small, uninhabited island on the lake Lough Gill, in County Sligo. The poem describes the isle as a much longed-for place of peace and natural
beauty, a quiet place where the speaker feels most grounded.
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FROM THE REGISTERS—for the period 1 April to 1 August 2020
No Weddings or Baptisms (restricted due to Covid-19 prevention)
Funerals
Buckland
Elsie Violet May (Vi) Welfare, Wray Park Lane Care Home, Reigate, previously of
Yewdells Close Buckland, died 3rd June 2020
And also Buckland residents whose lives were celebrated at other locations:
Ralph Smithers of Lawrence Farm Cottage, Lawrence Lane, Buckland, died 13th
April 2020, aged 93 years. Service was at Okewood Hill Church, Okewood, Surrey
Christina (Tina) Copp of Bramley Lodge, Reigate Road, Buckland.
Betchworth
Brian James Wickens, of Broome Park Nursing Home, died 21st April 2020
Brenda Catherine Philpot, of Old Wall Cottage Care Home, died 16th April 2020
Francine Elizabeth Dale, of Old Wall Cottage Care Home, died 21st April 2020
Elizabeth Mary Dumas, of Ashcombe House Care Home, Basingstoke, died 18th April
2020
Ronald Frederick Diserens, a Bellringer at Brockham/Betchworth, died 11 th June
2020
And also an ex-Betchworth Resident who was a committed Local Historian:
Victoria Houghton, previously of Betchworth, died at Corsham, Wilstshire on 21st
May 2020.
This crisis has in many ways made us more grateful for each other and … it has shown
people at their best - volunteering, helping neighbours, protecting those at greatest
risk, pulling together as communities to support one another.
Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury
A minute, unseen enemy has shaken global society to its foundations. This is bringing
about a new way of being-in-the-world. In the long run, this pandemic may hasten the
emergence of a renewed vision of community and progress towards environmental
renewal which we had hardly dared to think could happen.
Rev Dr Christopher Steed, Team Rector Totton , Hampshire
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'What was Covid Lockdown like for
you in Buckland?'
As Editor, I posed this question to invite contributions from people in the village to
reflect on their experience of the Covid 19 Lockdown. The brief was to write from a
personal perspective, without a critique of government policy (widely available elsewhere!).
I make no apology for this taking several pages; it has been an unprecedented time.
I offer my own story with a few milestone dates to kick-off and further contributions
are in a random order. I hope you find that this will be an interesting local insight
for us to reflect on.

___________________________________________________
Duncan & Bridget Ferns, Dungates Lane, Buckland
18 March – Boris’s first Statement: Shops, Pubs & Restaurants to close. On 20
March we have a pre-paid holiday cottage in the Yorkshire Dales. Our hill-walking
would be self-isolating, so off we went.
23 March -Boris firmly announces ‘Stay at Home, Save the NHS, Save Lives’.
A very serious message, very quickly. Lockdown starts. All meetings and events
cancelled, everywhere. No unnecessary travel, stay at home. Schools closed. All
shops except food shops are closed. After only 3 days it became embarrassing to be
on holiday. We drove home on 24 March.
The April Parish Magazine comes back from the printers. Many of our volunteer
delivery team are now in lockdown so only about half are delivered. No church services, the church is locked. Local groups can no longer have meetings. Schools
have nothing to report. So it is a clear decision not to publish the Magazine until
lockdown is lifted. Meanwhile, Buckland Community Support Group is set up with
regular messaging via the emails maintained by the Parish Council, offering support
to collect prescriptions, deliver food, advice about foodbanks, etc.
We maintained a once-per-week food-shop to our usual Sainsbury’s Redhill on Saturday morning. The first half-hour gave access to only NHS workers, but I joined
the queue at 7.30 and was straight-in at 8am. I repeated this routine for 16 weeks
and saw many of the same faces who had adopted the same routine. Interesting that
this ‘early queue’ was 70% men.
We tidied the garden and an old shed, creating a lot of rubbish. The council tip was
closed for the first 8 weeks of lockdown, though skip hire was available (an exemp9
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tion to be open for the building industry); so we hired a skip on 31 March, filled it,
and it was gone 2 days later. We volunteered for village help, with Bridget coordinating some orders for the village shop and we did a few errands for friends and
neighbours. Bridget sewed 30 face masks for a Care Home in Dorking: contributing
to 200 masks made by Dorking Embroidery Group.
Daily exercise was restricted to once a day for 1 hour: a local walk, noticing how
busy the paths are in and around Buckland. We have regular WhatsApp video and
Zoom meetings with our grown-up son & daughter and grand-daughters, and Zoom
for Yoga and other meetings.
All our holidays & event bookings for the summer through to September are now
cancelled. Even our tickets for a play at the Donmar Warehouse, called ‘The Contingency Plan’ were cancelled. They did not have one...
13 May – Boris gives minor relief: Stay Alert, Control the virus, Save Lives.
We can now drive to other locations, we can exercise for longer & sunbathe, visit the
beach and our ‘favourite places’. A visit to the beach at Littlehampton and prebooked timed-visits to Hever Castle and Penshurst were our first days out.
15 June—Shops allowed to open with 2m social distancing. But many shops remained closed, reflecting a cautious, slow recovery. The Village Shop has been
busy through lockdown, with both locals and those who might otherwise have used
the petrol station shop, currently closed for rebuilding. Emma & her staff have provided a great service including deliveries throughout lockdown.
4 July—Pubs, restuarants and hotels re-open, social distancing reduced to 1m
with facemasks. I book a much needed haircut for 6 July and we book a table for a
tentative meal out on 8 July—the first since mid-March.
I am conscious that we have had a ‘good lockdown’, in the sense that we are retired,
have not been ill, have not suffered from serious anxiety and our family are well and
continue working. Having a garden is a blessing and the amazing weather has allowed us to enjoy it.
We noticed with pleasure the absence of aircraft and less traffic noise. We missed
hearing the church bells on Sunday morning, but enjoyed the increased birdsong,
including goldfinches nesting in the garden, and of course the clapping for the NHS,
complete with banging pans and cowbells (in Dungates Lane at least!).
Perhaps it is embarrassing to be positive in these times, but thankfully there are also
others like us in Buckland.
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Sara Salmon, Reigate Road, Buckland
Working at East Surrey Hospital (ESH) Emergency Department as an Assistant
Practitioner, lockdown was somewhat different for me. In some respects, I was
lucky that I could still go to work so didn’t feel isolated and alone but on the other
hand I felt apprehensive and scared as I knew at some point I would catch the virus.
Life changed dramatically for everyone but for me life was surreal. Driving to work
the streets were deserted, there was an eerily quiet and stillness surrounding me. At
work I had to start bagging my uniform into cloth bags before leaving the hospital
so they could go straight into the washing machine. Initially we only had to wear
appropriate PPE around symptomatic patients but now are continuing to wear face
masks for the whole of my 10 hour shifts which gets very sweaty under there and
you don’t realise how much you communicate with patients by lip reading until you
can’t. There has been such sadness at work especially when patients were attending
with Covid symptoms and very unwell, subsequently losing a dear colleague and
friend to the virus was devastating so to then see certain members of the public
abusing the social distancing rules felt like a personal insult. On the other hand, I
felt a sense of camaraderie as we as staff all pulled together, supporting each other
and our patients through this difficult time. Walking my dog has been a real escape
and release from it all.
I caught the virus very early on and felt very lucky that my symptoms were very
mild with Flu like symptoms and mild Shortness of breath but the worst symptom
for me was total loss of taste and smell which is now coming up to 12 weeks, I
shouldn’t really complain as I’m one of the lucky ones and still here but the one
thing as a family we looked forward to, was eating delicious food and baking cakes
which for me has been so depressing when you can’t taste anything!!
One thing that gave me a boost and made me feel really proud was the nation clapping and banging saucepans every Thursday at 8pm in support of our wonderful
NHS and all other key workers, it gave me goose-bumps every time!
Around the peak of Lockdown, ESH had around 145 In-patients with positive Coronavirus which compared to now 12 weeks on, has around 38 in-patients so heading
in the right direction and hopefully will continue that way! As a nation we still have
a long way to go with social distancing continuing into the distant future but I for
one feel very proud to continue my job in caring and supporting patients in their
journey through the Emergency Department and likewise, appreciate the love of my
family and friends. Be kind everyone.
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Ali Eagle, Rectory Lane, Buckland
My name is Ali and I have lived in Rectory Lane Buckland for over 20 years. I live
with friends, one of whom is disabled and also suffering with type 1 diabetes. Of
course that is rather negative, but, the local Buckland Village Shop has been a great
blessing for him, as its somewhere he can visit safely on his scooter to enjoy a snack
now and then. So thank you to all who work hard in keeping the shop going!
Now, what can I say about living in Rectory Lane; for me personally, I’m rather enjoying the Lockdown. As many may know, I’m a very keen gardener, and have taken
the opportunity to really get stuck in and get the jobs done in the house as well as the
garden! I am also extremely fortunate to have my little allotment at the top of Rectory Lane, so I’m busy with that and hoping to have lots of crops to share with neighbours and the local community. Maybe an honesty box for some excess fresh produce
could contribute to the parish too!!
I have also noticed some peace in the skies above, clear of aircraft...we have heard a
Cuckoo call for the first time in many years. Wildlife seems to be thriving, the bird
song, my bird feeders are busier than ever, and so many honey bees!! It’s really
lovely.....I have connected with neighbours much more, we help each other out, its a
real positive for me.
Now, here is my negative, I am fuming about the number of cyclists that are screaming down Rectory Lane with no consideration for others, also, clearly disobeying
countryside rules by cycling through footpaths where they are not allowed. Please
cyclists, be aware, go slow, adhere to signs, you are not allowed on footpaths; brideways only. Throwing your bike over a stile is not on, the stile is there for a reason!
Remember, walkers with dogs cannot hear you coming, its a shock for dogs, walkers
and children playing!!
Rant over..... we all have to take a breath and think its just a few weeks or months in
time. Think about it; in the scheme of life on earth itself, in our lives, it’s no time at
all and think how fortunate we are to live in such beautiful part of this planet. I’m
proud to live here in Buckland.
I’m just off to plant my cauliflowers and do some more gardening.
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The Daley Family, Dungates Lane, Buckland
Buckland Lockdown
An acrostic poem by Ella (aged 8), Lewis (aged 6), Hannah and Paul Daley

Beautiful was the weather this Spring; sun as far as you could see
Uncertain was the future, for you and for me
Community rallied around, helping neighbours and those in need
Key workers were the superheroes, Thursday clapping for their good deeds
Long bike rides on empty roads was the order of the day
Abandoned cars left birdsong echoing through the month of May
No School for us, home learning and baking was how we had to play
Digital technology kept us connected, from Disney to ordering takeaway
___________________________________________________________________

Mieke Laurensen, Reigate Road, Buckland
A weeks diary
th

20 May: I must go out by 9:30 latest, out into the garden before it gets too hot. 27
degrees yesterday. There is a list of things to do, like pulling nettles in the far paddock before they start flowering. Might be able to get someone to trim them for me
now that lockdown is less restricted. Easy to keep 2m distance from anyone working
in my garden.
This afternoon I have got to be available for my 8 year old granddaughter's weekly
geography lesson. We are finding out about London and Rome. So far we have
googled hills, forests, rivers, annual rainfall and average temperature. Hard to believe
that the annual rainfall is Rome far exceeds that of London.
Today we have to write sentences using comparison language like: whereas, on the
other hand, compared with, also. After that I can enjoy our facetime session with
Lucky, the hamster.
21st May: Our cleaner came today, first time that this was allowed after eight weeks
of lockdown. We just escaped into the garden to keep out of the way.
So enjoyed having a chat with my son later, face to face at 2m apart, when he
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dropped off our weekly shop on the doorstep. He, supported by others in the family,
is very conscientious about keeping us in isolation.
Joe Szabo, glass artist, who has his studio in our garden, is quite downhearted about
the fact that all the galleries and showrooms closed down. No chance to exhibit his
work until possibly September. We keep the 2m distance to share a few words.
22nd May: I used to play Bridge two or three times a week, as a beginner and have
used lockdown to improve my skills daily online. Usually after meals but since yesterday, I just don't feel like it. I miss the social side of the game, including getting
out of the house with a purpose. When will we be allowed to sit around a table
again?
We still live in hope to meet up with family in France this August but hopes have
been dashed again today and my Spanish daughter in law is longing to see her ageing
parents in Cadiz.
I have asked family to phone up twice a week so we have someone to talk to. There
is not much time for that during our Sunday family Zoom and Iain and I have run out
of conversation. Maybe quite normal for two over eighties who are kept in isolation
for eight weeks.
23rd May: Friend of mine emailed to say she is flying off to her homeland, Sweden.
Brings tears to my eyes. Looks like we won't be able to get away this summer.
Our neighbour across the road, will be getting our Saturday Guardian again. So convenient. It's a bike ride for him. We would have to go by car. Takes half an hour to
walk there but it does not seem worth it just for the paper. They say sales are going
down. There is nothing new to report anyway.
Garden Centres are open now. Iain loves cooking so I ventured out across the road to
buy a small pot of parsley. It will serve to celebrate our wedding anniversary tomorrow. Well, the rabbits have eaten our newly sown parsley. We can't go out for dinner
and could have bought a ready meal at M&S but there was a queue of 17 customers
waiting outside as I drove past.
Just read about a Covid painting supporting Take Aways. Forgot about those. We
only use them when family come and arrange it.
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24th May: Made another cake. Luckily, my son got us some plain flour. The supermarket only sold it in 16kg bags a few days ago. As for wholemeal, staff at the baking department now weigh it out in 1kg bags. Luckily I asked them because I would
not have looked alongside the bread.
5pm G&T time. A new idea for us since the start of the Covid update. They say that
the consumption of alcohol has gone up but we feel justified, being over 80.
25th May: Thinking of what to do outside. The soil is hard as rock. It's too hot in the
sun. Started pruning back the lilac in the wild patch and found the shredder needs
serving. That would mean a wait of 2-3 weeks, the said.
Iain's daughter and family phoned to say they would come at 4pm and keep a distance. We exchanged cakes and he joined them for a short walk while they ventured
further away onto the heath.
26th May: We managed to get the shredder in the car to take it to Chessington for a
service. What joy to drive along the country lanes with the window open. Noticed
lots of elder in flower. Dropped off at Boots in Dorking to get some citric acid for
elderflower cordial. They were shut. Why could they not get it organised? Thinking
of medicine. Not even a sign outside. I am sure we will get ours from Morrisons
later this week.
____________________________________________________________________

Paul Rietchell, Old Road, Buckland
It has been an interesting few months with the Coronavirus Lockdown which started
on 23 March 2020. We have not left the house and garden since then other than a
few trips to the surgery where the nurse was in PPE (personal protective equipment)
gear. It is now the beginning of July and Lockdown is easing.
The weather throughout has been lovely and warm with sun and very little rain. We
have had virtual trips to the seaside as our grandsons and their parents live on Thorney Island which is an army base near Chichester. Our eldest grandson has had
home tutoring but is now back at school in reception class. Social distancing reduced from 2m to 1m (with restrictions) as from 4 July. There are no crowds on
Thorney Island so social distancing on/near the beach of 1 mile has not been difficult!
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The Parish Council have been very good at ensuring everyone is looked after in the
Village as needed and for us particularly the chemist. Milk and bread are delivered
by the milkman, the postman delivers and collects our post, all other food is delivered by Waitrose, Sainsburys and Chitty and rubbish removed by MVDC. What
more can we ask and everyone is smiling and showing a great deal of kindness.
Sundays, Easter which seems a long time ago and weekday church services have
continued much as normal with the help of modern technology rather than travelling
to a church. We remain in our homes for services, prayer groups, discussion meetings and the like and take part by listening, watching and talking or a combination,
on Zoom, video, live streaming and a phone-in service. Receiving the Sacraments
which requires face to face involvement has not been possible but as the Archbishop
of Canterbury has said, Jesus understands the situation we are in at the present time
so the desire should be adequate. A very calming thought.
Fortunately Madeline had stored away a number of 500 and 1000 pieces jigsaw puzzles which have kept us occupied. We have had virtual coffee mornings and met
virtually with friends around the Country.
Sadly we have also experienced virtual hospital visiting and funeral in Lockdown but
this has not all been negative as friends/family got into a routine of phoning in rotation, so Paul’s sister with the help of the NHS hospital staff and her faith never felt
totally alone. Her funeral is in reverse order so her Requiem Mass will be when we
are allowed and it is safe to be out and to have church services. Sorting out her affairs and not being able to go to her house in Lockdown is interesting but possible
with the help of good neighbours.
Paul’s sister started life remembering to take her gas mask to school in 1940 and in
2020, which is the 75th anniversary of VE and VJ Days, she ended life wearing
health masks.
____________________________________________________________________

Tilly Mitchell, Old Road, Buckland
Reflection on 1 July 2020: Being in isolation during Lockdown hasn't been as hard
for me as some people .We are very fortunate to have a lovely big garden and live in
a village with lots of beautiful walks nearby especially when the Bluebells were out.
All our neighbours have offered to do our shopping as we are oldies but we are fortu-
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nate to have a lovely Granddaughter and husband living nearby who have been doing
a weekly shop for us and stopping for a few minutes chat. We also are lucky to have
a village shop nearby and they have worked very hard to keep the village supplied
with a cheerful smile.
The early weather was glorious and I have spent a lot of time tending to the Plant
Sale I have outside my garden each year. It raises money for the maintenance of the
Reading Room our local village hall. So far I have raised £700 a record amount
thanks to all the people who donated plants destined for the May Fayre and Brockham Green Horticultrual Society, plus the Garden Centres where closed!! - so I had a
captive audience.
Zooming with the family each week has been a challenge. As an oldie I have had to
get to grips with lots of shouting and laughter and quizes. Good fun though. Now we
are coming slowly out of some restrictions and able to see some of the family which
is wonderful. The weather has resorted to "English" and the garden has appreciated
the rain. We are looking forward to to life slowly returning to the new normal.
____________________________________________________________________

Liz Vahey, Churchwarden, St Mary’s Buckland
Coronavirus/Covid 19 has certainly turned all of our lives upside down in a way that
no one could have envisaged. We have probably all learnt thing about ourselves that
we did not know before this all happened, I certainly have.
Like a majority of people I began watching the daily updates from Downing Street.
These were informative and also quite startling. However like I suspect a number of
people I suddenly found myself shouting at the TV because of the inane questions
that some of the journalists were asking. Do we really pay these people? Eventually I
just turned the TV off at question time. I also began to get bored with the constant
replay of information.
Now we come to “Lockdown “. I could no longer find an excuse not to do some
Spring Cleaning – not my favourite past-time !!!! Could I avoid? No I had no place
else to go apart from a daily walk, alone. I could not go to the gym, meet friends for
coffee or the occasional meal. I couldn’t even wander around the shops – they were
not open. We were told to “Socially distance”, avoid unnecessary journeys, stay at
home (do the Spring Cleaning). Life changed overnight. I did go to the shops eventu-
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ally in the “Over 70’s” slot but having to queue to get in and then keep your distance
if possible was really strange. Then there was the lack of goods on the shelves. I had
never seen so many empty shelves not even at Christmas-time. Where did people put
all their stockpiled items? Having already done some batch cooking before lockdown
I had a freezer full of casseroles so I would not go hungry but some things you cannot freeze. I was able to get most of the ingredients for my Christmas cakes except
the currents which my son got for me, so now my cakes are made.
Luckily emails etc make keeping in touch with friends and family so much quicker
but I miss the seeing my grandchildren. The garden has certainly kept me busy but
what do you do with rubbish? The compost bin is full, the garden waste collection
was suspended so that curtailed some of the cutting back, but after week 8 of lockdown the amenity tip had re-opened. I did manage a trip to the tip to dispose of 7
bags of garden rubbish. That was an experience. It took quite some time but when I
eventually got in, it was well organised but involved quite a bit of extra walking with
the bags of rubbish – all one way. However the weather was fine and I had nothing
else to do. I have also managed a number of Zoom meetings, complete with a cup of
coffee however some who will be nameless were sitting with a glass of wine, maybe
next time I will do the same.
Obviously I miss our Sunday services in church but the online ones have been wonderful and it is possible to listen to the sermons more than once so definitely a bonus
and I am so grateful to Anna and her team for putting them together, complete with
chickens at one service.
Now we are slowly getting back to the “new normal” and learning to live with masks
and social distancing etc but it is good to meet up with friends again and to be back
to church services if somewhat altered. So it is onward and upward.
Keep safe everyone.
____________________________________________________________________

Mary Carr, Reigate Road, Buckland
An A to Z of COVID-19 times
In just 17 weeks, coronavirus has changed our family life in Buckland, with 10
March marking the last day I risked a commute into London, which felt deserted
even by then. This is our view, as a three-generation family - grandma aged 88, a
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middle-aged-ish (very tenuous ‘ish’) couple, plus, decamping to the countryside from
London life, our 27-year old solicitor son and his lovely, brave new girlfriend. With
guidance from deputy chief medical officer Jenny Harries, they decided to “test the
strength of their relationship” by moving in with us… hmmm.
For structure, some key reflections are here told through the means of alphabet!
Adaptability by businesses and residents on a local and national level to an unknown, unseen threat has been amazing. Accommodation for everyone to live and
work together is not a given, but people have crammed home offices and schools into
unlikely corners – with a dilemma of how to dispose of items moved out to make
space.

Birdsong chirruped away. Then social unit Bubbles began to emerge after several
weeks, often with Barbecues outdoors where the 2-metre distance was observed,
despite the flow of celebratory proper bubbles. Coronavirus or COVID-19, whichever, became the headlines with questionable Conspiracy theories abounding about
Chinese plots - and no one dared to Cough, certainly not persistently anyhow.
Death was sadly a daily mounting tragedy - every family fearful, and everyone
seems to have known a victim. We were on a knife edge with our 91-year-old mother
-in-law in Broome Park, who tested positive but pulled through. We say a sorrowful
RIP to the several gentlemen in the home who sadly did not make it.

Essential became a buzz word - not just Waitrose branding - but Essential travel and
workers, with the cummings and goings of some people under scrutiny to determine
precisely their definition of ‘essential’. And if you weren’t Essential, you had a new
title… a Furloughed worker.
We had a 25% furlough rate in the household; me! Releasing me from home working
enabled me to become the essential shopper, and heralded an (overly?) ambitious
Fitness regime. Gel supplies were crucial, as was singing Happy Birthday twice on
return home, for the sake of sanitising! Handcare became a ‘thing’, compensating
for Haircare, now quite a grey moment for some of the nation. Homeworking and
all the video conferencing tested Internet resilience to the limit and caused some
Interfamilial ‘Issues’. Then Johnson - Boris - succumbed, evidence that this virus
was not selective.
Kindness of strangers and community action emerged in our unprecedented Lockdown, vital in combatting so much Loneliness. Odd to have no physical contact and
to not even see smiles behind the Masks. To Mask or not to Mask, that is the question… a steamed-up menopausal bespectacled mask wearer in Waitrose is not a
Good Look.
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Will masks be part of the New Normal that is currently being defined? Nightingale
hospitals replaced exhibitions and events and the Thursday night phenomenon of the
NHS clap, cheer and kitchen utensil clattering (and what sounded like occasional
fireworks displays) wafted over Buckland’s quiet evenings. The re-opening of Buckland Nursery was a positive turning point for all we gardeners.
Ocado slots, or lack of, were a topic - and O No, where did all the lOO roll go
(sorry, bog standard joke)? The Pandemic word triggered Panic Buying in the early
days. But gradually a mood and consensus emerged that maybe having less Pressure
to undertake usual pressing commitments was not all bad.
Q - well, we did that alright - though the clement weather meant most Queues were
sunny or dry with people patiently respecting the system. Though a 14-day Quarantine policy was seen as less reasonable.
Economic Recovery is a key challenge ahead with Redundancies looming. The
career progression from working from home to Furlough to Redundancy has been
super-smooth in our house! As we revive our real-life contact, keeping down the Rnumber is vital and Social Distancing is set to stay. The wonderful glorious Silence
at the start has waned, with the noisy return of planes, helicopters and racing motorbikes - well, it was a short but sweet return to yesteryear.
Testing, Thermometers, and Temperature - if we were warm, it was more likely
the exceptional spring weather than infection and Umbrellas were rarely needed.
The Virtual world, the bi-product of the Virus has caught on so fast, together with a
whole new Vocabulary for virus times. But what a Wonderful place to be in lockdown, in Buckland, Walking, Walking, Walking surrounded by our thriving Wildlife. X-pert opinion has abounded on how we might have confined the coronavirus
spread more – but it has certainly compelled us to test resilience to the limits and
reminded us of the value of community. We have re-found some charms of Yesteryear, like the home-baking fest with no Yeast or flour to come by for weeks - and
simultaneously we have embraced virtual ways of connecting, like Zoom. So,
COVID-19 or Coronavirus, you may not have gone, but we are learning to work with
you, and you are no longer our total topic of conversation Zzzzz .
____________________________________________________________________

A big Thank You to all our contributors
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Covid-19 thoughts
Although the wind ...
Although the wind
blows terribly here,
the moonlight also leaks
between the roof planks
of this ruined house.
By Izumi Shikibu [Japan, 974–1034 AD], Translated by Jane Hirshfield
...a reminder to be thankful for what we have
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BIBLE CLASS by DOMINIC CUMMINGS*
Paul was on the Road to Damascus when he saw a vision of Jesus– many years after
Jesus had been crucified. From this vision, Paul went on to write many books of the
New Testament, and to promote many of the beliefs and structure of the church as
we now recognize it. Paul is a sort of hero of mine, because though Jesus is most
definitely the ‘front-man’ of Christianity, there is awful lot of the Church and it’s
beliefs that are down to Paul, who just hummed away in the background, rather like a
‘Special Advisor’.
However, on his life journey, Paul did experienced some doubts, as he expressed in
Romans 7:15-25.
15

I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I
do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is
no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that good itself
does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature.[a] For I have the desire to do what
is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil
I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is
no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
21

So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me.
For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in
me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of
sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this
body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus
Christ our Lord!
22

So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave
to the law of sin.
This quote is correct, it is actually in the Bible (I checked). Quite surprising really.
When I got in my car to leave London, I thought I might travel the road to Damsacus.
I think perhaps the satnav was playing up, because instead I found myself on the A1
heading for Barnard Castle.

Later, when I was asked for a detailed explanation of why I had made a journey to
Barnard Castle during lockdown, I went back to Romans 7:15-25. I thought the
word “sin” required removing for our modern times, so I took that out. But otherwise, I found that after changing a few words to fit my personal circumstances, the
general flow of the text worked very well. And if it worked for Paul, I hope it may
work for me….
*not strictly true. Ed.
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SURREY POINTING
SPECIALISTS
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists

35 years experience, Fully Insured
Free Estimates
MOT Testing
Station

Domestic, commercial and listed
buildings, new builds

Repairs & Servicing
to all makes

Lime Mortar, Stonework,
Crack Stitching

Reigat e Ro ad
Buckland,
Near R eigat e

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork
pointing undertaken by traditional

01737
242766

i
23

August 2020

Would You Like to
ADVETISE HERE?
Then please contact the
Advertising Team

Email:
bandbmagads@gmail.com
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Chris
Long

S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n

•
•
•
•
•

S p o t s t a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l

•
•
•
•

L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71

GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811

vi
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T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N
Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs
Te l 01737 843533

Josh Flynn
Gardening Maintenance
Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control

Tel: 01737 202179
Mob: 07920 715779

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM

Myra V. Baston

ZOE UNDERWOOD

GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR
Zoe

Chartered Physiotherapist

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service

Craniosacral Therapist
15a Dene Street, Dorking RH4 2DB

Please call 07876 572624
vii
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Payroll—VAT—Tax Returns
Local to Betchworth
Call: 01737 652852

Surrey Mole & Wasp
Control
Professional Pest control
Service

Old Wall Cottage, Old Reigate Road, Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7DR
Tel: 01737 843029

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

We cater for the Nursing needs of up to 29 residents in our small,
comfortable home from home environment. Now with refurbishment
rooms and wet rooms.

ix
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch
20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB
Tel: 01737 8 44916
Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

www.viviencresswell.co.uk

Unlimited Novus tea & coffee

Scones with clotted cream & jam
A selection of delicious cakes
Freshly prepared sandwiches

x
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Based in Redhill, we offer cloud accounting set-up and
training, coaching and advice for new start-ups
and established businesses. Guiding you through the
maze of accounting and tax compliance.

Helping you realise your dreams

xii
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2020 COVID DICTIONARY
Contact tracing

Hide and seek

Coronavirus

Strong dislike of Mexican drinks

Coughing

How to ensure that you get an empty carriage on the train

Covidiots

People who strip loo rolls from supermarket shelves

Exponential growth

Putting on weight during Lockdown

Flattening the curve

Losing weight during Lockdown

Face masks

Wks 1-10 Not effective, definitely. We don’t have any
Wks 10-15 Very effective, possibly. Make your own!
Wks 15-on Absolutely essential, probably. Everyone will
give you one.

Furlough

A good thing if not followed by a P45. Meanwhile being paid
to have a BBQ and wines & beer in the garden is great.

Hand sanitising

A tool for increasing sales of hand creams.

Hand-washing

Blaming China and the World Health Organisation in an
attempt to optimise your chances of re-election

Herd immunity

Resistance to cows

Key workers

Locksmiths

New Normal

Having to replace your regular eye test with a 60 mile round
trip to Barnard Castle. Also see Hand Sanitising, Social
Distancing and Shielding

Pandemic

An uprising of pandas from China

PPE (as understood
by politicians)

Philosophy, Politics & Economics degree from Oxford

Self isolation

Go to jaol, but with more cushions (at home)

Shielding

Feeling like a caged animal. People deliver food and medicine
to you door, retreating backwards

Social distancing

Dancing away from people politely without appearing to do so

Testing

Daily political briefings were very ...

Testing capacity

The total capacity of tests which may or may not include future
tests, previous tests, postal tests and/or mark your own tests.
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The R number

The average number of faces one sneezes into when suffering
from Covid 19

WFB

Working from bed

Zoom

Meeting people safely in small blurry boxes, with the
opportunity to critique interior decoration

With many thanks to those members of the Buckland bridge fraternity and of my
family who have contributed to this dictionary.
Richard Wheen (with a couple of extras from the Editor)

AUGUST GARDEN NOTES
Reflections on the lockdown:
So much has changed, but plants continue to thrill
Many people have said how much solace has been found in the garden during these
difficult times. Maybe one positive of the pandemic was the timing at the beginning
of spring – the most exciting time of renewal for gardeners. The weather during the
lockdown was exceptional, which certainly helped to lift the spirits !
At the garden centre we felt the frustration of all at not being able to buy and sell
compost, perennials and bedding plants. Now that we are open again, it’s great to be
back enjoying seeing the community again. Thank you to everyone for your support,
kind words, patience and for respecting the new distancing rules. We hope in a small
way we are helping to provide a sense of normality to our changed lives. Suppliers
are now catching up after increased demand in May and June, so stocks will be plentiful in the summer and autumn.
I believe the renewed interest in gardening will be more than a blip. Many have rediscovered the joy of their green space, and the therapeutic benefits of nurturing
plants. Judging by the number of vegetable plants and seeds sold there will be plenty
of home-grown local produce this year ! Take care.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries
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Sudoku & Bridge ...from
6

4

8

5

Richard Wheen

9

1
9

38

2

7

3 8

3

8

9

6

7

8

2

7

6
9

4
2

4

5 7

Grade: Fairly Easy. Solution on p.38
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CROSSWORD. Solution on page 38
Across
1 and 3 Two of the disciples
who witnessed the
transfiguration of Jesus (Luke
9:28) (4,3,5)
3
See 1 Across
8
‘Let us draw — to
God with a sincere heart in
full assurance of
faith’ (Hebrews 10:22) (4)
9
O Simon is (anag.) (8)
11
Form of government
under the direct rule of God or
his agents (10)
14
How Jesus found his
disciples when he returned to
them after praying in
Gethsemane (Luke 22:45) (6)
15
In The Pilgrim’s
Progress, the name of the
meadow into which Christian
strayed, which led to
Doubting Castle (2-4)
17
Glad sin rat (anag.)
(10)
20
Spinal column
(Leviticus 3:9) (8)
21
Valley of the Balsam
Tree with a reputation of
being a waterless place
(Psalm 84:6) (4)
22
‘The oracle of Balaam
son of Beor, the oracle of one
— — sees clearly’ (Numbers
24:3) (5,3)
23
Adam and Eve’s third
son (Genesis 4:25) (4)

5
Seeking to vindicate
(Job 32:2) (10)
6
Female servant (Isaiah
24:2) (4)
7
‘For Christ died for —
once for all’ (1 Peter 3:18) (4)
10
‘Offering spiritual
sacrifices — to God through
Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 2:5)
(10)
12
Jesus said that some
people
had
renounced this
Down
‘because of the kingdom of
1
David’s great friend
heaven’ (Matthew 19:12) (8)
(1 Samuel 20:17) (8)
One of the three men
2
‘The Lord... will bring 13
thrown into the furnace for
me safely to his —
refusing to worship
kingdom’ (2 Timothy 4:18)
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden
(8)
image (Daniel 3:20) (8)
4
‘I, Daniel, mourned
16
‘You have — of good
for three weeks. I ate no
things laid up for many years.
choice food; — — or wine
Take life easy; eat, drink and
touched my lips’ (Daniel
be merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)
10:3) (2,4)
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18
‘There before me was
a white horse! Its rider held
— — , and he was given a
crown’ (Revelation 6:2) (1,3)
19
Equipment to Charity
Hospitals Overseas (1,1,1,1)
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PARKING FOR BUCKLAND READING ROOM & SHOP
Residents will be aware that having two successful amenities in the village shop and
the Reading Room together with the occasional event at the church does bring with it
an issue about parking. We are aware of this and are doing everything we can to mitigate this and minimise inconvenience for residents. This includes handing out special
instructions to all those either visiting St Mary’s or booking the Reading Room.

One issue that has caused a problem in recent weeks is the access for delivery lorries
which can then cause a blockage. This is not usually the grocery deliveries who endeavour to be very quick nor the courier companies. However on occasions someone
will need a delivery of something that will take a little while to unload ie building
material. Please could you try and organise these either early or late in the day However understanding that this is not always possible, if you do expect to have a delivery can you let us know (email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com) and if
an event is likely to be causing a lot of parked cars, we will endeavour to work with
the organisers to create enough space so that the bus in particular is not held up
Thank you very much
Tim Howe, Chair, Buckland Reading Room
Rev Anna Moore, Rector, St Mary’s Buckland

PLANT DONATIONS PLEASE FOR BUCKLAND READING
ROOM
Buckland Reading Room (Village Hall) has obviously been closed for lockdown,
and hence suffered a lack of income. When bookings can open again, additional
funds are required for some redecorating. Outdoor Plants, seedlings, cuttings etc are
continually on sale outside Rana, Old Road (just south of the Reading Room). If you
are able to leave some plants here for sale, Tilli Mitchell will add suitable price tags.
And perhaps everyone can make a point of stopping to look and buy some goodvalue local plants from the donations on display. Many thanks
Tilly Mitchell
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
Parish Council Meetings
Shortly after the rules governing parish council meetings were changed to allow parish councils to hold
virtual meetings Buckland Parish Council met virtually for its May meeting, and, by the time you are reading this should have met via zoom on 13th July.
Members of the public are welcome to observe/listen
to parish council meetings. Each agenda includes an
Open Forum, near the start of the meeting, to provide
an opportunity for members of the public to put questions or draw relevant matters to the Parish Council's attention. Logon details for
virtual parish council meetings are available on request to the Clerk and will be provided to you on the day of the meeting.
Village Email Group
During the recent lockdown parish updates have continued to be issued via the village email group and the content on the village website has been refreshed on a regular basis. If you have recently moved to Buckland (welcome!) or have not yet opted
in please consider joining the group. The simplest way to join is to visit the village
website at www.bucklandsurrey.net, to click “Contact us”, select Buckland Parish
Council from the drop-down list, and include your surname, house name or number
and postcode in the message box. You can, if your prefer, sign up by emailing the
same information to parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net.
Please let me know if your email address changes. If you think you may not be receiving parish updates you may also wish to check your junk and spam folders and to
consider adding the parish council email address and the village website address to
your list of safe senders and safe domains.
Village Website
If you would like to provide new or updated content for the village website to promote a local activity, group or business please contact our webmaster by sending an
email to webmaster@bucklandsurrey.net.
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Once you have a presence on the village website please send updates to the webmaster to keep the information up to date and remember to copy the webmaster on any
updates you email to local newsletters and magazines.
Village Pond Clearance
The Reigate Area Conservation Volunteers hope to be able to lead a pond clearance
event on Sunday 13th September 2020. The group is currently working through recently issued government guidance and, once they have agreed “new” operational
guidelines they will be sharing their ideas with the parish council. Closer to the time
a parish update will be issued with more information.
Sheena Boyce, Clerk

parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net

01737 448023

GOODBYE TO OUR BRILLIANT
BETCHWORTH POSTMISTRESS
After 15 years as our wonderful Post Mistress and
Shopkeeper Debbie Parmenter has finally left to pursue her dream of having time to spend living on a
canal boat and seeing the country. Debbie has been
a stalwart of our community and helped so many of
us with difficult queries, governmental forms, phone
cards and the like. Her knowledge and patience are
renowned. Before she left, Debbie was given cards
from well-wishers, some Dartington/Swarovski
glasses and £350 towards a boat canopy.
This was the result of many kind donations from the
community. Thanks are due to the Shop at Strood Green, the Shop on Brockham
Green and Buckland Stores and Atkinson House for their part in collecting, to Chitty’s Butchers and the Hair Studio, Brockham for advertising and to the Brockham
Bonfire Committee for the loan of collecting boxes. We all wish Debbie and Alan
every happiness in their new life. We hope they will come back and visit us.
Thankfully the new postmistress is continuing the business so please support her with
your custom, especially now Reigate Post Office is temporarily closed.
Richard Perkins
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HERITAGE OPEN DAYS –18-19 Sept 2020
Buckland’s Hidden Treasures and Hidden Nature
A guided walk
Including PREVIEW of BUCKLAND PARK LAKE
Friday 18 September: 10am prompt to 12.30pm
(and repeated on)
Saturday 19 September: 10am prompt to 12.30pm
PRE-BOOKING IS REQUIRED ON THE WEBSITE OF DORKING HALLS
https://www.dorkinghalls.co.uk/whats-on/live-events
(maximum group of 20 people)
Meeting at Buckland Deli, Dungates Lane, Buckland RH3 7BB
We will view a 15th Century Ale House, the manor house of Buckland Court, the
village church and explain the quirky architecture of the Towered Barn, the crenellated Stables and Buckland Windmill. The unique windmill will be open to visit. Buckland Park Lake, created and landscaped from an old sand quarry, is a special hidden
site comprising over 50 acres that will soon open to the public. We will have a special
preview visit, where you can understand its’ history and what the owners hope to
achieve for the future.
The walk of around 1.5 miles will be from 10am prompt to 12.30pm. It will be on
paths and tracks, so comfortable shoes will be adequate. It will begin by the Village
Shop (Buckland Deli) at the junction of Old Road and the A25. The guide is Duncan
Ferns, who has recently written and published Buckland’s village history: ‘Buckland
1000-2000 With 2020 Vision’. The walk will be on narrow paths and tracks, not
usually muddy, but restrictive for wheelchairs & buggies. We encourage everyone to
maintain social distancing between household groups.

In character, in manners, in style,
in all things,the supreme excellence is
simplicity.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 1807-1882
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1
The Warre
Family

THE INSCRIPTION
Sacred to the memory of James Warre
Esq. who died at Buckland Court in this
Parish on the 16th of June 1833 aged 77
years
Also sacred to the memory of Eleanor
[Warre] relict of the above James Warre
who died in London on the 5th of December 1847 in the 89th year of her age
Also to the memory of Leut. General Sir
William Warre KCB [Knight Commander
of the Order of Bath] Eldest Son of James
& Eleanor, who was born at Oporto
[Porto, in Portugal] 15 April 1784 and died
at York 26 July 1853
Also in the memory of Genl. Sir Henry
Warre KCB, Colonel of the Duke of Edinburgh's Wiltshire Regiment, son of Gen.
Sir William Warre KCB, Born January
12th 1819, Died April 3rd 1898

In 1833, the Lord of the Manor of Buckland, William Francis Bertie Beaumont,
was living at his family’s Estate at Great
Dunmow in Essex. Buckland’s Manor
House, ‘Buckland Court’, was rented to
James Warre.
Although retired and age 77 years, James
had served on the Board of his family
company—Warres Port—for 50 years.
His son, also commemorated, is Leut.
General Sir William Warre who was
born in Oporto, Portugal in 1784. William fought with the Anglo-Portuguese
army led by the Duke of Wellington.
These battles re-established Portugal’s
independence. He was also a Director of
Warres Port – and the Duke of Wellington became a customer for his very best
port!

The firm that became Warre’s Port was established in Oporto, Portugal back in
1670. William Warre became a partner in 1729. James Warre who died at Buckland
was the 5th generation of the family in the company. In 1908 Andrew Symington
purchased the company and the Symington family still manage Warre’s Port today.
The Warre ‘family tomb’ in Buckland only holds the bodies of James Warre and his
grandson Henry. The memorial also refers to Jame’s wife Eleanor and son William,
though they are both buried elsewhere.
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SURREY ARTIST OPEN STUDIO
Buckland 19-27 Sept & 1-4 October
The annual Surrey Artists’ Open Studio event will take place from 19 September to 4
October. The glass artist Joe Szabo, No. 67 in the SAOS brochure, will share studio
space at The Bungalow, Reigate Road RH2 9RE with ceramicist Faye Mayo and Kati
Fekete who is going to show her paintings. Come and visit between 11am and 5pm on
19-20 and 25-27 September and 1-4 October.
Joe Szabo has also been invited to exhibit at the Sculpture in the Garden Show:
www.godintonhouse.co.uk and at The Artist’s Garden: www.bordehill.co.uk. To book
tickets, please see the websites of those venues.,
Meike Laurensen

THE MAGAZINE 60 YEARS AGO
Editors comments in italics

August 1960
‘Keep your eyes open for ‘wayside pulpit boards’ outside churches, with messages
that spell out some vital truths in a telling, epigrammatic way. I may not take the
advice literally, but it does me good to pause a moment to relax and be reminded that
I am not alone, that I can get help if I require it. Recent ones I have appreciated are:
‘If your knees are knocking, kneel on them’
‘If you don’t get the tasks you like, like the tasks you get’
‘If a man would live well, let him fetch his last day to him, and make it always his
company keeper.’ (John Bunyan)
Perhaps you have a journal in which you write down sayings like these. It’s the sort
of thing one does when one is young and earnest and very anxious to do the right
thing. It’s many years since I added anything to mine. Life becomes too busy for us
to busy to keep wondering about the meaning of it.
My husband has revived this habit in a rather different way. When he meets something in his reading he will find helpful, he writes it on a card and sets it up on the
mantepliece of his study where he will see it frequently. There are several of these
now. They slow my dusting, but I am glad to read them again and again.’
If we see these roadside Church messages at all in 2020, it is often some dreadful
pun, though they can raise a smile. The American’s are best at this…. See next page
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SOME AMERICAN CHURCH ROADSIDE BOARDS
Jesus has two Dads and turned out fine
Adam & Eve: the first people to not read the Apple Terms & Conditions
Sin bad, Jesus good. Details inside
If you are more fortunate than others, build a longer table, not a taller fence
The fact that there’s as Highway to hell and only a Stairway to heaven, says a lot
about anticipated traffic numbers
Honk if you love Jesus! Text while driving if you want to meet him
Just Love everyone. “I’ll sort ‘em out later”, God.
We are not Dairy Queen, but we have great Sundays
Forgive your enemies. It messes with their heads
God expects spiritual fruit, not religious nuts
God didn’t create anything without a purpose. But mosquitoes come pretty close
Sin is a short word with a long sentence
Be kind whenever possible. Pro tip: It’s always possible
Acting perfect in church is like dressing up for an X-ray
Jesus is God’s selfie
When you throw mud at someone you lose ground
ATM inside: Atonement, Truth & Mercy
When gratitude becomes your default setting, life changes
There are some questions that can’t be answered by Google
Come as you are. You can change inside
You have one new Friend request from Jesus. Confirm / Ignore

45

August 2020

ST AIDAN—31st AUGUST
31st August is the feast of St Aidan, who brought Christianity to northern England. He is a strong contender for the title of the first English bishop. Not that honours meant a great deal to this austere but captivating character. In 635 he came to
Northumbria at the invitation of the local ruler, Oswald. Oswald had spent several
years of his childhood on Iona, and when he succeeded to the throne of his northern
kingdom he was shrewd enough to realise that the Christian faith would be an ideal
unifying force to pacify rival tribes of warlords.
Oswald’s invitation was not immediately successful. The first missionary from Iona
returned in despair, claiming that the barbarity of the Northumbrians made them unconvertible. But as Aidan listened, he felt the unmistakable call of God to try again.
“Perhaps you were too harsh on them,” he found himself suggesting to the travelstained missionary. Shortly afterwards, Aidan found himself at the head of a party of
brothers heading for Northumbria. He was never to see his beloved Iona again.
The monks made the long journey to Northumbria on foot, singing psalms as they
went. Their need to ward off the powers of evil with prayer was genuine, for these
were dangerous times to travel through remote country unarmed. They arrived safely
at Oswald’s castle in Bamburgh, where he offered them lavish hospitality and assumed that they would found their community there.
However, the brothers realised that to live under the king’s protection would make it
difficult to avoid the world’s temptations and establish a rapport with the local people. They saw the tidal island of Lindisfarne on the horizon and chose it as their
base. The rest, as the saying goes, is history.
Aidan was much loved as a teacher and evangelist; though stern in his own selfdiscipline, he was prepared to travel to the most inaccessible villages, where he cared
for the local people with compassion and gentleness. In time, his influence grew and
noble people joined the stream of visitors to Lindisfarne.

Don’t tell people your plans,
Show them your results...
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ST JAME’S THE LEAST
On the perils of leaving the pulpit
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
When the churches reopen for public worship (whenever
that is!) I hope you will come and take Evensong one Sunday. But, thinking of your visit last August, I would prefer
you used the pulpit when preaching. How could Colonel Brockle complete ‘The
Times’ crossword and Miss Balmer her knitting with you constantly walking up and
down in front of them? They found it most disconcerting, as out of politeness, they
were obliged to listen to you. It was a unique experience they do not wish to repeat.
Those few who defy Anglican tradition and sit at the front of the church were also
placed in the dilemma of trying to decide whether they should keep turning in their
pews as you paraded down the nave and then rotating back to the front as you reemerged up the side aisle. It did Lady Plumptree’s vertigo no good at all. It also allowed people to see that you were wearing suede shoes. For many of our worshippers, the most appalling of heresies are as nothing when compared to brown shoes
under a cassock.
I appreciate you made heroic efforts and got your sermon down to 30 minutes, but
that is still 20 minutes longer than they anticipated and 29 minutes longer than their
attention span.
No, use the pulpit in future; that is the reason why stonemasons 600 years ago put
twenty tons of marble in our church in the first place and it would be a shame to
disappoint them. It also means that from a distance of 100 yards and a height of 20
feet, no one can tell that the glass of water I use liberally while preaching is in fact a
gin and tonic.
I concede that our pulpit has its dangers. I have known several bishops come to grief
as their robes wrap themselves around the newel post as they ascend the steps. One,
unable to untangle himself, was obliged to preach while half-way up the steps and
with his back to the congregation, while our verger was dispatched to find a pair of
scissors.
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Perhaps, before your next visit, we may install a mechanical floor in the pulpit, so
that after 10 minutes, it slowly lowers you into the crypt while the congregation can
get on with singing the last hymn before getting home in decent time.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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DORKING MUSEUM IN AUGUST
Although the Government is slowly relaxing social-distancing and other health and
safety guidelines, Dorking Museum currently remains closed and external activities
are on hold whilst plans are put in place to allow us to re-open and resume activities
safely whilst continuing to offer an appropriate visitor experience. This is under regular review, so please check our website for updates. We look forward to welcoming
all our visitors back as soon as possible.
The Museum’s autumn exhibition, ‘Mayflower 400’, commemorating the 400th anniversary of the sailing of The Mayflower, will now be held over until next year. A lot
of work has been going into this major event in Dorking’s calendar, so it will be well
worth the wait. Museum volunteers have been creating replica seventeenth century
costumes and local saddle maker Julia Forsyth a display of 17th century shoemaking
and tools.
The handiwork of the Dorking Men's Shed can already be seen bringing colour to the
town with their magnificent Mayflower planters, one of which is sited in the walkway
to the Museum. They have also been constructing a cross section model of the Mayflower and its contents to go on display at the Museum’s exhibition.

The Museum team has also devised a template for an original Mayflower model for
children to make. This will be available at the exhibition and in a new Dorking children’s activity book. But you can download this from www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk/
mayflowermodel now for something to do in the holidays. When you have completed it, why not send a digital photo of your finished model to admin@ dorkingmuseum.org.uk and we will display some of these on our website.
Walking in Dorking: At the time of writing, the Museum’s programme of guided
walks in and around Dorking is still on hold and we do not know when it might be
possible to resume within social-distancing guidelines. Some walks have been provisionally scheduled from the beginning of September, but please check the website for
updates.
South Street Caves: In July, the caves again proved to be an attractive location for
atmospheric film shots. We welcomed Shere-based independent film-maker Maxi
Curnow of Horizon Mastering to shoot a short scene in the Mystery Chamber for an
educational film about recovery from mental health issues.
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With a crew of only two, social-distancing, suitable PPE and sanitiser, the shoot was
a great success. Sadly, however, the narrow confines of the caves mean that they will
be unable to open for public tours this year, a sad loss of one of Dorking’s most popular attractions.
Museum bookshop: While the shop in the Museum is closed, the online shop is
available via the website and offers a wide range of Cockerel Press and other books
of local interest, covering subjects as diverse as underground Dorking, a ‘lost’ 18th
century country villa, Dorking pubs, suffragettes, motor racing, wartime Dorking, the
Dorking Cockerel, village histories and the Mayflower. These may be ordered
through the website, along with a selection of vintage and second-hand books and
postcards.
If you can contribute to our collections of lockdown material or are interested in a
volunteer position, please e-mail admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or write to the Museum at 62 West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS. For an update on resumption of activities, to read our regularly updated blog, to become a member or to donate, please visit
the website www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
David Burton
Solution to Bridge on p.25
Cash ♠A, South throwing ♦8. Then lead ♣3 to ♣A and cash ♣2. If (a) West discards
a ♦ on this, North throws a ♥ and South leads ♦9 to ♦A. North then plays his ♠2 to
East’s ♠K, and East must give the last trick to South’s ♦J. If (b) West discards a ♥,
North pitches ♠2 and South leads his ♥2, won by West, who must lead a ♦ and give
North the last 2 tricks.
Solution to Crossword on p.26

Solution to Sudoku on p.25

ACROSS: 1, John. 3, And James.
8, Near. 9, Omission. 11, Theocratic. 14, Asleep. 15, By-path. 17, Stalingrad. 20, Backbone. 21, Baca. 22,
Whose eye. 23, Seth.
DOWN: 1, Jonathan. 2, Heavenly.
4, No meat. 5, Justifying. 6, Maid.
7, Sins. 10, Acceptable. 12, Marriage. 13, Shadrach. 16, Plenty. 18,
A bow. 19, ECHO.
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BUCKLAND ONE WORLD GROUP
Our group last met in January. In June, we were going to hear from Nigel Barraclough about John Rea, the forgotten hero of Polar exploration.
After that the plan was to invite John Bloomfield again for an autumn lecture. We
know him to be as a most interesting and entertaining speaker. He had an idea to talk
about his work in the film industry. This brought back so many memories for him
that he is now preparing a new lecture entitled ' Filming on the High Seas - The
Memoirs of a Sea Sick Costume Designer’. Will social distancing rules will be less
stringent in October?
Thinking ahead, Tabitha Middleton offered to give a talk in February on most recent
developments in MfM’s work in Madagascar, or a related topic of interest to our
group, for example, a focus on work with vulnerable young people or reforestation
and livelihoods work.

Social gatherings have been part of what we do to support our charity. Seems like
we have to suspend our activities for now.
Meike Laurenson

BUCKLAND READING ROOM
IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
PARTIES, EVENTS, MEETINGS AND CLUBS
£30 per session (concessionary rates for regular hirers)
For further information see our website at
www.bucklandsurrey.net/local-amenities/buckland-reading-room
For booking enquiries contact us on
Bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
(preferred) or call Stella Cantor on  843335
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SINGING FOR FUN GROUP
At our last meeting on 16th March we were looking forward to present our programme at the Traditional May Fayre. We had a dream, a song to sing....you get the
idea: Abba songs. The plan was to stand on a stage on Buckland's Green and sing for
two ten minute sessions, accompanied by Gina Eason.
Looking back, some of those familiar phrases strike me in a strange way somehow:
Having the time of you life...but I won't feel blue like I always do...All the things I
could do....Tomorrow may be even brighter than today...There was a suggestion to
include some VE songs as well. Alas, we did not get that far.
To keep in touch, we have enjoyed song-related snippets online but are still left wondering now: When we'll meet again, we do know where but don't know when.
Why not join us when the time comes. We are basically U3A members and sing in
the Reading Room on the 1st and 3rd Monday 10-12noon.
Meike Laurenson

THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland

The early months of 2020 began a strange and
unusual time for all of us. Atlantic storms
firstly dominated Britain, bringing misery for
many people, flooding their homes.
Coronavirus then hit Britain affecting
thousands of people leading to total lockdown
in our homes. Our gardens became our saving
grace! Limited traffic on our roads and very little aircraft meant the sounds of nature
became more noticeable. Mother Nature didn’t stand still either during the
pandemic.
A diary of a lockdown gardener
During March our gardens showered us with an array of colour despite February
being extremely wet. April arrived and the blossom didn’t let us down. The
daffodils benefitted from a damp and mild winter, and had multiplied to give a large
display of colour. The Spring warmth triggered the onset of insects and the bees
started working on the flowers. Gardens burst into life!
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By May, the bird life activity returned and the building of nests began. Birds are
fascinating to watch. A huge family of sparrows returned to my clematis. Darting
about in groups in the early evening, they swoop from the bird bath to a bush, up in
the air for aerial acrobatics and finally landing on the brickwork in search of insects.
Quite a display of a community working together! The blackbirds chased off
marauding magpies and crows to protect their young. They swooped very low to be
undetected when they took food back to the nest. Woodpeckers were heard tapping
in the surrounding trees and a large green woodpecker (the Yaffle) searched for ants
in the grass. Skylarks were often heard in the fields and large birds of prey
including a buzzard, red kites and a kestrel appeared looking for small mammals.
Birdsong is more noticeable and truly delightful as everywhere is so much quieter
during this pandemic.
Now in July the fruit and vegetables that have been sown are growing well.
Tomatoes and cucumber plants are thriving in the greenhouse and beginning to form
their fruit. The asparagus and strawberries have given us an amazing crop this year.
Raspberries have started to fruit but need to be picked as soon as possible. A family
of blackbirds are enjoying my raspberries a bit too much!
The Autumn Show
The gardener’s highlight of the year is the Society’s September Autumn Show.
Many of you gardeners have been preparing and nurturing your fruit and vegetables
in anticipation the show may go ahead. The Society is well aware special
arrangements need to be made at this present time. We are working together
organising changes in line with Government guidelines to the format and style to
ensure maximum safety for everyone. A big thankyou for your patience and we
will inform you of the outcome as soon as possible. Gardening can be enjoyable.
Out in the fresh air, listening to bird song, discovering new life popping up in your
flower beds while the sun shines on your back. It is the most rewarding feeling and
will lift your spirits in this unusual time.
Keep gardening and Stay Safe.
Jane Siegal

ADDERS
Noah opened up the ark and let all the animals out, telling them to “Go forth and
multiply!” He began to close the great doors of the ark when he noticed that there
were two snakes still sitting in a dark corner. Concerned, he said to them: “Didn’t
you hear me? You can go now. Go forth and multiply.” “We can’t,” said the snakes
sadly. “We’re adders.”
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB
Since the end of June, on advice from Government
sources and Bowls England , we have been able to increase members playing on the green in the afternoons to
six. This operating still under the same strict rules and
hygiene precautions.
We are currently receiving news from Bowls England that
we will soon be able to open the Bar, and possibly increase members playing on the green. Although we have
already discussed possibilities how to operate the clubhouse bar and our green according to it's layout, no doubt we will be having further meetings how we can best
provide maximum precautions and social hygiene to all members.
We are always looking for new members, and if anyone is interested please do call
our Club Captain Christine Knight on 07810 515345, who will only be too happy to
discuss who we are and how we socialize together, at the clubhouse and of course
participate in both friendly and league bowls games. We do operate with both playing and social membership. Although many restrictions are being lifted, it is now
most important that we all be even more careful how we run our daily lives.
Rick Lawrence

THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S
If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would like to do so, or would like more
information, please see the literature in the church or contact one of the officers (e.g.
Ianthe Cox, Secretary, ianthecox@gmail.com). The annual subscription is £15 for
one person, £30 for a household.
The object of the Friends is to help maintain the fabric and structure of St. Mary’s, an
important focal point at the centre of Buckland and a listed building with 1,000 years
of history.

54

August 2020

August 2020. Issue No. 1130

Articles for the September 2020 issue must, please, be with Duncan
Ferns (fernsdc@gmail.com) by Sunday 16th AUGUST 2020
Please send editable versions of articles: ideally WORD for text files
and JPG for images. The editor may shorten or omit articles submitted
for publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the following
month.

16 Aug

Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not
necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains
personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the
magazine. In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website,
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net. Please let the editor know if any of the
information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs
to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the
magazine. Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on

HISTORICAL NOTES
A book on the History of Buckland is available from Buckland Deli, Squires Nursery
Buckland, local Waterstones and Amazon: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision
by Duncan C Ferns. 300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index.
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering
1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. It straddles the
A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway. The parish registers date back to 1560,
and the first recorded vicar to 1308. The present church is thought to have been built
in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860. The church has six bells, still
regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire. Some of the windows date from the
14th and 15th centuries. The light box on the rear wall of the church is a piece of an
1860 window from our church damaged by a WW2 bomb-blast. This window was
restored in 1994.
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
1-4pm
4.15-5.15pm
5.30-7pm
1st/3rd Mon 10am-12 noon
10am-12 noon
Tuesday
1.30-5.15pm
Tuesday
1.45-5.30pm
Wednesday
1.45-5.30pm
Thursday
7-8.30pm
2nd Saturday 1.30-5.30pm
Monday

}

01372 802602

Art Group
Rainbows
Brownies
Singing Group
Tiny Tots Toddlers

David Burrells

Duplicate Bridge

Richard Wheen

Yoga
Sugar Guild

Judy Dokmanovic
Karen Hoad

}

842302

Jane Stewart
Meike Laurenson
Debbie Jones

248909
07701 347351
842082
07774 465374
844267

To book the Reading Room, email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
(preferred) or phone Stella Cantor on  843335

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS
Arts Society, Betchworth
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Flower Club
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (sec.)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Surrey Police - non-urgent
Women’s Institute

Carole Evans
David Sayce
Mandy Creasey
Tamlynne Chapman
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Gail Allen
Ruth & Paul Johnson
Jean Cooke
Debbie Jones
Sheena Boyce
Emma Gallagher
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Jane Douglass
Meike Laurenson
Tim Howe
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
Margaret Miller

01372 452563
242776
843610
07734 202427
844138
842654
07925 925135
842691
843259/842175
245161
07701 347351
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
843211
248909
843529
843530
221444
842220
842046
101
842098

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net; Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
Printed by Vincent Press Ltd.  01306 880177 sales@vincentpress.co.uk
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