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UNITED BENEFICE OF ST MICHAEL BETCHWORTH AND ST MARY BUCKLAND 
THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

SUNDAY 23rd August 2020 

The Greeting  
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Collect 
O God, you declare your almighty power 
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, 
that we, running the way of your commandments, 
may receive your gracious promises, 
and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

:  

Hymn:     Firmly I believe and truly 

Firmly I believe and truly 
God is Three and God is One; 
and I next acknowledge duly 
manhood taken by the Son. 

And I trust and hope most fully 
in that manhood crucified; 
and each thought and deed unruly 
do to death, as he has died. 

Simply to his grace and wholly 
light and life and strength belong, 
and I love supremely, solely, 
him the holy, him the strong. 

And I hold in veneration, 
for the love of him alone, 
Holy Church as his creation, 
and her teachings as his own. 
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Adoration ay be given, 
with and through the angelic host, 
to the God of earth and heaven, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

  Words: John Henry Newman (1801-1890) 
Music: Melody from English County Songs 1893, harmonised by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
(1872-1958) 

 

  
 

1st Reading:  Psalm 124 
Our help is in the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth 

If the Lord had not been on our side, 
let Israel now say; 

If the Lord had not been on our side, 
when enemies rose up against us; 

Then would they have swallowed us up alive 
in their fierce anger towards us; 

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us 
and the torrent gone over us; 

Then would the raging waters 
have gone right over us. 

Blessèd be the Lord! 
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

We have escaped like a bird 
from the snare of the fowler; 
the snare is broken and we have escaped. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

 
For the Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

 
 

Anthem: My eyes for beauty pine – Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxN07EKz1-s 

(Choir: Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber Choir Conductor: Paul Spicer) 

My eyes for beauty pine, 
my soul for Goddës grace: 
no other care nor hope is mine, 
To heaven I turn my face. 

One splendour thence is shed 
from all the stars above: 
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’tis named when God’s name is said, 
’tis Love, ’tis heavenly Love. 

And every gentle heart, 
that burns with true desire, 
is lit from eyes that mirror part 
of that celestial fire. 

Words: Robert Bridges (1844-1930) 

 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 16. 13 to 20 - Peter declares Jesus to be the Messiah 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell 
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered 
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord  
Praise to you O Christ  
 

Sermon : Revd. Anna Moore 

 

Prayers. 

Loving God, 
We ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit 
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to help us pray in this difficult times. 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the energy and vision of your Spirit 
for those who are tiring in the battle against injustice and oppression: 
for those exhausted by the struggle with poverty and hunger. 
We pray for the Foodbanks, for the volunteers and those using the facility for the first time  
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the hope and comfort of your Spirit 
for those whose lives are overshadowed by illness or pain; 
for those whose lives are darkened by sorrow or bereavement. 
In the silence we lift before you those on our hearts at this time ….  
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the love and courage of your Spirit 
for those reaching out to comfort the distressed; 
for those reaching out to others with the Good News of Christ through their words and actions which 
emanate your love 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
Loving God, 
We ask for the assurance of your Spirit 
to know your presence with us in our daily lives: 
in our relationships. 
in our work and service. 
in our worship. 
in our times of joy and pain. 
 

Merciful father accept these prayers through our Saviour Jesus Christ Amen.  

 

Blessing  

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; 
The Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace. Amen 
 
Our worship has now ended, and our service now begins…  
Go in the light and peace of Christ  
Thanks be to God. 
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Organ Voluntary  

‘Fanfare’ - Kenneth Leighton (1929-88) 

 

 

  

Some of the material included in this Service is Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
and other Hymns and Music are reproduced and streamed under Church Copyright Licences 778647 
and 873889 

 

We hope you are enjoying the online services which aim to bring the church 
community together and keep the momentum of faith alive for all generations.   As a rural 
parish church, we rely heavily on donations to help maintain our beautiful buildings. With 

our churches closed we are not able to receive donations via the collection plate, however if 
you would still like to support the church, please use the QR codes : 

St Michael’s Church     St Mary’s Church 

 

or alternatively you can pay direct to 

St Michaels Church; Sort Code 601727   A/c 27611272 

St Mary’s Church; Sort Code 601728   A/c 03428508 

We are incredibly grateful for any donations -thank you for your kind support and 
generosity 

 

God Bless 



6 
 

 


