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There will be a Service of Remembrance at both St 

Michael’s Betchworth and St Mary’s Buckland on 

Sunday 8 November beginning at 10.50. However 

this year the arrangements will be different in order 

to observe the Coronavirus Guidelines and require-

ments. It is not possible to hold a service outside at 

the individual war memorials this year because of 

social distancing regulations. There will however be 

a service in church in both St Mary’s and St 

Michael’s. These services will begin the an Act of 

Remembrance in the usual way and be followed by a 

service of Communion. There can be no singing although hymns and the National 

Anthem will be said. Everyone is most welcome to attend. If doing so please observe 

social distancing between family units and wear a face mask.  Because of social dis-

tancing requirements seating is limited in both churches – approximately to 30 at St 

Mary’s and 60 at St Michael’s. These numbers can be more generous the more family 

bubbles are able to sit together. 

 

If you would like to attend one of these services it will be necessary to book a 

place in advance. To do this for both churches please contact Liz Vahey on 

01737 221444 or email her on lizvahey@btinternet.com 

 

This year marks the commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of VJ Day. It had been a 

hope that a service in church on the anniversary might be possible but in the event 

this was not to be because of the pandemic crisis. VJ Day falls on 15 August each 

year and some three months after VE Day on the 8 May. The war in the far east  is 

often called the forgotten war. Celebrations were well underway in the UK from May 

1945 even though British and Allied troops were stilled engaged in fighting in the far 
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east. This year we especially commemorate those who fought and lost their lives in 

that theatre of war.  

 

The Second World War finally ended with the dropping of nuclear bombs on Japan. 

Both the bitterness and cruelty of the war in the far east and the destruction of the 

nuclear bombing leave a scar on the face of humanity. On Remembrance Sunday we 

remember all those who gave their lives across the world to put humanity first and 

ensure that the freedom and dignity of people everywhere is upheld and cherished. 

 

Remembrance Sunday is a Commemoration recalling the sacrifice that many made 

whether in the forces or on the home front. It is also an Act of Commitment about the 

future and what we might become and hope for as a nation and as a world.  

On Remembrance Sunday the focus is on the sacrifice of so many during wartime 

because what they gave will always have its own dignity and is to be cherished. They 

were part of a fight to keep humanity alive in their generation.  

 

Each and every generation must fight  its own battles to do the same. To do that we 

will sometimes need to close the door on the past. In that way old disputes and 

wounds are not kept open but healing and a new beginning become possible whether 

politically or economically, environmentally of socially. It is all part of a Commit-

ment to the future as well as a Remembrance of the past. Both are an integral part of 

a Service of Remembrance this year and any year.  

 

No better example has been seen of what that commitment means than the many peo-

ple who have given, sometimes their lives, in the cause of serving others because of 

the pandemic we are all caught up in. Theirs is a striking example of just what it 

means to keep humanity alive in our day as others did in theirs. 

David Eaton 

P.S.  Please do read the story of a Buckland War hero on pages 13-16  

 

POSTCARDS OF BUCKLAND SERIES (Cover Picture) 

Cottage to the left of the village shop c.1900, demolished by 1905, with the church in 

the background.   On the right is the edge the house now called West Lodge, and off-

stage right is the village shop.    The driveway to access 1 Buckland Court Gardens, 

Buckland Court Cottage and Beamont Cottage did not exist at this time, as Buckland 

Court was all one residence, accessed from drive between the octagonal gatehouses 

further down the A25 (Now The Gatehouse & Round Lodge).  See also p. 30. 

DF 
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Church  Service Times 

Date St Mary’s Buckland St Michael’s Betchworth 

1 November 

All Saints Day 

9.30am Dial-in Service 

4pm  All Souls Service  

(Ticketed) 

9.30am Dial-in Service 

11am Family Communion 

“TOY” SERVICE (spoken) 

Please see note on p.7 

8 November 

Remembrance 

9.30am Dial-in Service 

10.50am Remembrance Ser-

vice (Ticketed) 

9.30am Dial-in Service 

10.50am Remembrance Ser-

vice (Ticketed) 

15 November 

Second before 

Advent 

9.30am Dial-in Service 9.30am Dial-in Service 

11am Parish Communion 

Including APCM at end 

22 November 

Christ the King 

9.30am Dial-in Service 

11am Parish Communion 

(spoken service) 

9.30am Dial-in Service 

29 November 

Advent 

 

9.30am Dial-in Service 

 

 

9.30am Dial-in Service 

11am Parish Communion 

(spoken service) 

6 December 

Advent 2 

9.30am Dial-in Service 9.30am Dial-in Service 

11am Family Communion 

(spoken service) 

NOVEMBER SERVICES AT ST MARY’S & ST MICHAEL’S 

The Telephone Dial-in Services at 9.30am are available by calling 0333 0110 945, 

Room number 10027764#, PIN 5317# 

Online Sunday Services will continue to be available during November via the 

Church websites. 

Ticketed Services: Please pre-book with Liz Vahey, at lizvahey@btinternet.com or 

01737 221444. 
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COMPLETION OF THE ST MARY’s BUCKLAND  

2020 SURVEY OF MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS 

‘The Graveyard Survey’ 
 

Since February 2020, a small team of volunteers has supported the recording of all 

Memorial Inscriptions in our graveyard—359 graves plus 177 memorial plaques in 

our ashes remembrance garden, on walls and for commemorative roses.   We have 

over 500 photos, updated graveyard plans, and indexed transcripts of all the readable 

memorials.   Only 7 graves with stones (0.18%) could not be identified.    The alpha-

betical index comprises over 900 names. 

 

The most commonly occurring surnames were Truelove (30 records), Dod/Dodd (27 

records) and Beaumont (24 records).   The oldest person was 102 years old, living 

from 1743-1845.   The oldest gravestone is dated 1713.  Several earlier graves were 

made of wooden crosses and rails and have decayed over the years, leaving plots 

with no memorial.   However, 38 graves that were recorded in 1888 which are no 

longer there in 2020, have also been recorded again and indexed. 

 

Copies of the 100 page document will shortly be deposited with our church; Surrey 

County Record Office (Woking); Betchworth Meg Ryan Archive and Redhill Local 

Studies Library.   The most likely users are those seeking information on past family 

members and amateur genealogists. 

 

The intent, agreed with Revd. Anna Moore, is to display the document and updated 

plans on display boards near the back of the church during December and January, 

for anyone to browse.   These boards will then be placed for safe-keeping in the 

church vestry, and annotated by the Ministers as more names can be added to the 

memorials.  Every few years, the digital documents can then then also be updated. 

 

No funds were required for the project, it was a voluntary effort.   A big thanks to the 

survey team for giving up their time and expertise to make this happen:  Ann Adams, 

Martin Boyce, Bridget & Duncan Ferns, Everett Leeds, Tim Westwell & Steve 

White.     

 

As previously, genaeological enquiries—for past Buckland residents only—can be 

passed to Duncan Ferns who will try to answer them (fernsdc@gmail.com) 

Church Matters 
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NOVEMBER 1
st

 - “TOY” SERVICE FOR WELCARE 

Sadly, this year, due to Covid security restrictions, WELCARE cannot manage to 

store toys – BUT they would welcome donations, or gift tokens from well-known 

stores such as Boots, Marks and Spencer etc. A box will be provided on the sides-

man’s pew in St Michael’s on November 1st to receive these items. Your contribu-

tions will be gratefully received in this very difficult year. Thank you. 

 November Diary Page 

23rd 2.30pm Arts Society 

Betchworth 

Talk on John Ruskin via 

ZOOM 

25 

‘The Eagle’ Lecturn, in memory of the Revd. G F Slade, 1905. 
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

I have recently been asked, on more than one occasion, 

whether reporting issues makes any difference – the simple 

answer is “yes it does” so please do submit reports.  The 

“Report it” page on the village website provides links to the 

relevant pages on the Surrey County Council (SCC) and 

Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) websites and also 

lists the types of reports that can be made online to SCC and 

MVDC.  If you do not have access to the internet, please 

pick up your phone and make a call.    

 

Rights of Way (footpaths, bridleways, byways and BOATs) - The recently 

published “SCC 2019-20 Rights of Way and Countryside Access Annual Report” 

included the following statement: “Paths are normally only inspected on a ‘reactive’ 

basis, as and when we are made aware of an issue that needs investigating.”  

 

So, if you have wondered why no-one appears to have realised a footpath or 

bridleway has become overgrown it may be that no-one using that right of way has 

yet submitted a report to SCC Countryside Access.  Please report any problems you 

come across on local Rights of Way to the Countryside Access team at SCC either 

online or by telephoning 0300 200 1003. SCC requires you to register before you can 

report a problem on a Right of Way - please don't be put off, it doesn't take long.  

 

Highway Issues - Most highways issues should be reported to SCC Highways either 

online or by telephoning 0300 200 1003.  If a footpath has a tarmac surface any 

problems along the footpath need to be reported to SCC Highways.  

SCC Cllr Helyn Clack has invited residents to email her a copy of any reports you 

submit to SCC at helyn.clack@surreycc.gov.uk. 

 

Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) - Sometimes an issue you may think relates 

to highways needs to be reported to MVDC, our District Council, including requests 

for street cleaning, abandoned vehicles, full litterbins, fly tipping and dead animals.  

If you prefer to speak to the customer services team at MVDC please call 01306 

885001.   

https://online.surreycc.gov.uk/env/hews/hews.nsf/ATOZRTF?OpenForm&Cat=A
https://online.surreycc.gov.uk/env/hews/hews.nsf/ATOZRTF?OpenForm&Cat=A
http://www.molevalley.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=16895
http://www.molevalley.gov.uk/SelfServe/newMap.jsp?ttype=animalw&docid=252705&dept=GSRV&execute=C:/Program%20Files%20(x86)/Apache%20Software%20Foundation/Tomcat%207.0/webapps/SelfServe/&call=258296&task=258296
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My Mole Valley (My MV) - The My MV section of the MVDC website provides 

residents with a range of information relating to their property that includes waste 

collection dates, contact details for the local councillors and information on local 

services, amenities and events.  If you choose to sign up for My MV alerts you can 

opt to be automatically notified when a planning application is registered within a 

certain distance of your home and to receive bin collection reminders.  To register for 

alerts visit www.molevalley.gov.uk, start typing your address and select your address 

once it appears.  To register for alerts click the my alerts tab and choose which alerts 

you wish to receive.   

 

Free Christmas Parking Weekends in December—Mole Valley District Council’s 

car parks free of charge on 5/6th, 12th/13th & 19th/20th December 

three festive weekends in December.    

 

Artisan Market– takes place Sunday 6th December in St Martin’s Walk, Dorking.  

 

Sheena Boyce, Clerk   parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net  01737 448023 

BUCKLAND BOOK—PRE-CHRISTMAS OFFER 

 

The History of Buckland, with 294 pages and over 

250 photos, was published for the year 2020.   

The book makes an ideal Christmas present for any-

one with an interest in our village. 

Through November and December 2020 direct orders 

will receive a £5 discount on the £25 cover price, 

with free delivery in Buckland and within a 5 mile 

radius.    

Email fernsdc@gmail.com with your order. 

http://www.molevalley.gov.uk
mailto:parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net
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Sudoku & Bridge ...from  Richard Wheen 

Grade: Mild.  Solution on p.29 Solution on p. 27 

   2  5    

 7 6 4 3 1 9 5  

8 5   7    3 

6 9      8 2 

 1      6  

 2 8    4 9  

  1 5  8 7   

   3 2 6    

         

SUDOKU—Heart BRIDGE PUZZLE 
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Across 

1  ‘The Lord Jesus... took 
bread, and when He had 
given — , he broke it’ (1 
Corinthians 11:24) (6) 

4  ‘He has taken me to the 
banquet hall, and His — 
over me is love’ (Song of 
Songs 2:4) (6) 

8  Surrey town that hosts the 
National Christian 
Resources Exhibition (5) 

9  Also known as Abednego 
(Daniel 1:7) (7)  

10 Liken (Isaiah 40:18) (7)  

11 A son of Etam, 
descendant of Judah (1 
Chronicles 4:3) (5)  

12 A part of the temple 
where the blood of a young 
bull was to be smeared 
(Ezekiel 45:19) (9) 

17 ‘They make many 
promises, take false — and 
make agreements’ (Hosea 
10:4) (5) 

19 Roman province to which 
Paul returned after 
evangelizing it on his first 
missionary journey (Acts 
16:6) (7) 

21 Material used to make 
baby Moses’ basket (Exodus 
2:3) (7)  

22 ‘And feeble as — , in 
thee do we trust, nor find 
thee to fail’ (5)  

23 ‘The watchman opens the 
gate for him, and the sheep 
— to his voice’ (John10:3) 
(6)  

24 Stalk carrying the sponge 
of wine vinegar given to 
Christ on the cross (John 
19:29) (6) 

 

Down 

1  Elijah dug one round the 
altar he built on Mount 
Carmel and filled it with 
water (1 Kings 18:32) (6) 

2  ‘I am not — of the gospel, 
because it is the power of 
God for the salvation of 
everyone who 
believes’ (Romans 1:16) (7) 

3  Buddhist term relating to 
belief in reincarnation (5)  

5  Damascus disciple who, 
at God’s command, restored 
the sight of the blinded Saul 
of Tarsus (Acts 9:12) (7)  

6  and 16 Horses: their 
sound (Jeremiah 50:11) (5) 
and their gait (Joel 2:4) (6)  

7  A three (anag.) (6)  

9  Athenian council 
addressed memorably by 
Paul (Acts 17:22) (9) 

13 Abide by (Galatians 3:5) 
(7)  

14 Persian princes (Daniel 
3:2) (7)  

15 Force (Galatians 6:12) 
(6)  

16 See 6 Down (6)  

18 Paste (anag.) (5)  

20 How the cedars of 
Lebanon are described 
(Isaiah 2:13) (5) 

CROSSWORD.  Solution on p. 29  
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NOVEMBER GARDENING NOTES 

Experience the joy of trees 

If you are fortunate enough to live in a rural area, you will no doubt appreciate the 

beauty that trees bring to our local landscape. From the first bud burst to leaf fall in 

late autumn, they will variously provide a haven for birds and wildlife, blossom in 

spring and fiery hues as leaves change colour. They are also a natural windbreak and 

a good sound and visual barrier.  

As I mentioned last month, plant now for best results. For a patio garden, consider a 

Prunus Amanogawa. It’s a compact columnar flowering cherry with semi-double 

pale pink blossom and excellent autumn foliage colour. A dwarf fruit tree will also 

happily grow in a pot. Plums and apples are reliable, cherries are often enjoyed by the 

birds just as they ripen, so beware !  

In larger gardens, there is a multitude of choice. Graceful Betula (silver birch)  is ever

-popular with its delicate rustling leaves. There are a number of varieties of Rowan 

and Mountain Ash in the Sorbus family. Red, white, pink or yellow berries are 

followed by a rainbow of autumn colour leaf alternatives. Bold Acers (maple) such as 

Platanoides Crimson King will majestically fill an enormous space. Unlike its dwarf 

namesake, its giant leaves will soon fill your compost bin at leaf fall.  

On the subject of trees, the festive season is fast approaching and Christmas trees will 

be available towards the end of November. Cut trees will last well if a centimetre of 

trunk is cut off the base and they are kept in water. Keep outside in all weathers – the 

wetter, frostier and colder the better – and bring inside when required. Pot-grown 

trees will thrive until next year if they are kept well watered and away from direct 

sources of heat whilst in the home.  

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries  

2020 BROCKHAM BONFIRE & FIREWORKS—CANCELLED 

...as you would expect due to Covid restrictions 
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4 

Squadron 

Leader 

John Overton 

THE INSCRIPTION 

These cherry trees were planted in proud and loving memory of SQ/Ldr [Squadron Lead-

er] John Overton of Long View, Reigate Heath, who drowned at sea.  July 26th 1946, 

Aged 25 years’ 

Ashes Plot A103 

The Cherry Trees in the churchyard of St Mary’s Buckland 

The row of cherry trees bordering the A25 have been there sometime.  In 1996 the 

old trees were removed and young replacement trees were planted, which are the 

ones we see today. 

 

In the wall of our churchyard by the ashes memorial garden is a stone plaque, now 

weathered and difficult to read.  The words are as follows: 

‘These cherry trees were planted in proud and loving memory of SQ/Ldr [Squadron 

Leader] John Overton of Long View, Reigate Heath, who drowned at sea.  July 26th 

1946, Aged 25 years’. 

 

As part of the Memorial Inscription Recording Project, some background research 

was done, and a fascinating and very sad story has emerged. 

 

Squadron Leader John Overton, an RAF Volunteer Reserve (VR 1222248) had a 

distinguished war record with RAF Bomber Command, in 218 (Gold Coast) Squad-

ron and 623 Squadron.  In 1943 he had qualified to fly the large ‘Short Stirling’ 

bomber aircraft – the forerunner of the better-known Lancaster bomber.   He was 23 

years old. 

He received the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) on 8 February 1944, with the 

following citation in The London Gazette1: 
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‘This officer has completed very many sorties against important targets in Germany 

and has displayed skill, courage and determination of a high order.  On one occa-

sion, during a sortie against Berlin, his aircraft was attacked by a fighter when near-

ing the target area.   In the ensuing fight the aircraft was hit in several places and 

one of the engines set on fire.  The rear gunner and wireless operator were both 

wounded.  Nevertheless, Squadron Leader Overton out-manoeuved the attack which 

was finally shot down.  Squadron Leader Overton then went on to make a successful 

bombing attack and afterwards flew the damaged bomber back to base.   This Officer 

has always shown outstanding devotion to duty.’ 

His flight log-book survives, showing that he completed 32 missions between May 

1943 and July 19442.   Initial searches did not find a record of his death in 1946 and it 

was not clear if he had left the RAF after the war.   However, the National Index of 

Wills & Administration3 gave two relevant records: 

‘Overton John, of Friday Cottage, Robinson Row, Salcombe, Devonshire died on or 

since 26 July 1946 at sea.  Probate: London 24 June 1947 to Robert Clifton Hills 

Overton, Company Director [of Mann & Overton] and Frank Martin Solicitor.   Ef-

fects £20,802.8s.4d’ 

‘Overton, John Thomas, of Long View, Reigate Heath, Surrey, died 4 February 1947 

at Camberwell House, Camberwell, London SE5.  Probate: London 12 May to Alice 

Maud Overton, widow and Robert Clifton Hills Overton, Company Director [of 

Mann & Overton].  Effects £89,556.12s.9d.’ 

The first of the above records is that of the Squadron Leader, John, with the date of 

death and the fact that he died ‘at sea’ corresponding to the Buckland plaque.  But 

why did he die in Salcombe, Devon?  Was it an aircrash? 

The second record sadly shows that his father, John Thomas, who died just 7 months 

later, of the address ascribed to his son corresponding to the Buckland plaque, at 

Long View, (Colley Manor Drive), Reigate Heath.  Note that he died at Camberwell 

House in London, which was an asylum for mental health patients. 

The wealth of his father, John Thomas Overton, had accumulated from the family 

company, Mann & Overton, founded in 1901 in Battersea and made a public compa-

ny in 1935.  The company designed and manufactured London ‘Black’ taxi cabs – 

and for many years was the only company to do so.  John Thomas Overton was the 

CEO from the time the company went public in 19354. 

As a death certificate was not recorded for Squadron Leader John, the search led to 

newspaper reports in the area of Salcombe Devon.   The Western Morning News of 

12 March 19475 gave the story that I did not want to hear: 
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Short S29 Stirling Bomber—as flown by S L John Overton 

‘DEATH PRESUMED – Man who vanished from Dinghy off Salcombe 

‘Lord Merriman (President) in the Probate Court yesterday heard an application 

which recalled a sailing tragedy off Salcombe in July of last year.   Mr Victor Russell 

asked for the leave of the Court to presume the death of S.L. John Overton R.A.F. of 

Salcombe, who disappeared from a sailing dinghy and had not been seen since.   

Council stated that S.L. Overton visited Salcombe for a holiday.  It was assumed that 

he had knocked his head against something, had been stunned and fallen overboard.   

He was a bachelor and his estate was worth something like £19,000.   Lord Merri-

man made an order presuming the death of S.L. Overton on or since July 26 

last’ [1946]. 

The Probate Court’s judgement that ‘assumed that he had knocked his head against 

something, had been stunned and fallen overboard’ is a verdict that could give the 

most comfort for the surviving relatives.   But today, perhaps an assumption that he 

took his own life might also be mentioned as a tragic possibility.   After WW2, post-

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) was often not recognized. 

The tragedy turned into a double tragedy, as John’s father died aged 70 just 7 months 

after John has gone missing, and just one month before the ‘official assumption of 

death’ of his son was made.  In his last days John’s father was cared for in Camber-

well House, a mental health asylum in Camberwell, London.  The death certificate  
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records his cause of death as ‘myocardial degeneration’ which at the time was also 

known as ‘broken heart syndrome’ brought on by emotional stresses such as shock 

and bereavement. It is quite likely that the tragedy of his son having such a dramatic 

war experience, followed by going missing at sea, led to his father’s breakdown and 

untimely death. 

I scoured the Buckland Parish Magazines of the time to see if there was an obituary 

for this brave man, or indeed his father, but none was present.  Not until April 19486 

was any mention made of the Cherry trees.  The statement is so brief that it fails to 

hint at any of the heroism and tragedy of this remembrance: 

‘We are grateful to Mrs Overton for her gift of double cherry trees for the church-

yard’. 

Nothing else was said.   Even the words of the memorial plaque were not printed in 

the magazine. 

Mrs Alice Maud Overton, who had lost both her husband and her son in quick suc-

cession, continued to live at Long View, on Colley Manor Drive, Reigate Heath.  It is 

thanks to her that the Cherry trees were planted in our churchyard.    Mrs Overton 

was still living at this address in 19517, and the house of the same name is still pre-

sent on Colley Manor Drive.   It appears that she later moved to 2 Laglands Close, 

Reigate, where she died on 11 August 1971, aged 84 years old (b.1887).8 

References 

1  The London Gazette (5th Supplement), 4 February 1944, p691 (via Ancestry UK) 
2   No 623 Squadron RAF Bomber Command (website          
https://623squadron.wordpress.com/flying-officer-john-overton/ 
3 National Index of Wills & Administration 1947, p181 (via Ancestry UK) 
4 Mann & Overton, Wikipedia pages 
5 Western Morning News of 12 March 1947 
6 Buckland Parish Magazine, April 1948 
7 Kelly’s Reigate Directory, 1951 
8 National Index of Wills & Administration 1971, p 173 
 

Duncan Ferns 

The living owe it to those who no longer can 

speak, to tell their story for them  
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MOT Testing 

Station 
 

 

Repairs & Servicing 

to all makes 
 

 

Reigate Road 
Buckland, 

Near Reigate 
 

01737 
242766 

SURREY POINTING 

SPECIALISTS 

Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists 

 

35 years experience, Fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

 

Domestic, commercial and listed 

buildings, new builds 

 

Lime Mortar, Stonework,  

Crack Stitching 

 

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork 

pointing undertaken by traditional 
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6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking,     

Surrey, RH4 1PT 

 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD 

T:  01306 640 143  -  01483 414 745 

E:  INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK 
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S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

•  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

•  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

•  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

•  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

•  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  

 

 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

• GRASSCUTTING 

• HEDGE CUTTING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCE 

• SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 
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Zoe 

 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

 

J CHITTY & SON 

FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 
 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 

* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

Myra V. Baston 
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST 

 

Chartered Physiotherapist 

Craniosacral Therapist 

 

15a Dene Street, Dorking  RH4 2DB 

 

Josh Flynn 
Gardening Maintenance 

 

Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery 
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control 

 

Tel:  01737 202179 
Mob: 07920 715779 
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Payroll—VAT—Tax Returns 

Local to Betchworth 

 

Call:  01737 652852 

 

Surrey Mole & Wasp         

Control 

 

Professional Pest control 

Service      

Old Wall Cottage, Old Reigate Road, Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7DR 

Tel: 01737 843029 

 

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 

 

We cater for the Nursing needs of up to 29 residents in our small, 

comfortable home from home environment. Now with refurbishment 

rooms and wet rooms. 
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 

www.viviencresswell.co.uk 

Unlimited Novus tea & coffee 

Scones with clotted cream & jam 

A selection of delicious cakes 

Freshly prepared sandwiches 
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Based in Redhill, we offer cloud accounting set-up and 

training, coaching and advice for new start-ups 

  and established businesses. Guiding you through the maze 

of accounting  and tax compliance.  

Helping you realise your dreams 

 

 

Independent Financial Planner 

based in Brockham 

 

Specialising in: 

Investments 

Pensions & Retirement planning 

Inheritance Planning 

Cash flow Planning 
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The Talent of Kevin  
 

In these Covid times, our magazine receives fewer local contributions and can afford 

to introduce you the reader to some new things.   Browsing the Southwark Diocese 

website, there are a a few links to discover.  I browsed a few for myself and hap-

pened on the personal blogsite of Kevin Lewis, Vicar of the Church of the Good 

Shepherd in Carshalton Beeches, within our Diocese.    

 

I was impressed by his poetry and the strength of the messages within.  I present two 

of his compositions here, which he has kindly agreed to.  For more, see  

https://theblogofkevin.wordpress.com 

tarnish is the way we describe a certain 
type of loss 
not a stealing or an absence 
for the object still has presence 
but without its previous magnificence  
there’s a sense it is living only a half-life 

like silver that has lost its lustre 
in tarnished life it’s hard to muster hope 
for though hope cannot help but shine 
tarnish like a mask veils it, hides it 
steals from it all its dancing gleams of 
light 

life may feel like tarnished silver 
veiled, covered and defined by the loss of 
lustre 
from isolation, loneliness, boredom 
or pain, or death, or fatigue  
or endless impossible decisions that  
grind us down 

the hope we have in Jesus and his Spirit 
that dwells within us 
may help us to see that the tarnish we feel 
covers our life  
covers a life still present 

 

what lies beneath still has the capacity to 
shine 
it has not been stolen or ruined beyond 
repair 

it is just that previously our lives of silver  
simply shined without thought  
yet each moment of gathered prayer 
or doorstep conversation  
of meeting those who bring us joy 
and of worship in community 
and the Spirit’s touch 
was like polish on a soft cloth 

if your life has lost its lustre 
like tarnish on silver 
come sit with me 
come speak your fears 
to a god who hears and does not wish you 
to be unaffected or relentlessly positive  
but to invite him into our tarnished hopes 
to lament our losses 
and to walk with us the long road to hope 

in speaking these things we begin slowly 
to allow the Spirit to remove the suffocat-
ing mask 
and replace the tarnished hope 
with the shine that waits beneath. 

tarnished hope 
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fragile breath 

breath is so fragile and yet we view it with the mirage of strength. pumping chests 

post-exercise or in the slow stillness of sleep we barely notice the endless, timeless, 

seasonless gift of life in, breath out. 

 

until its fragility is revealed in the shallow breaths of half-life, when panic replaces 

what was unseen and the enveloping of fragility in the mirage of strength becomes 

opaque, see-through, then gone. 

 

our need for breath so primal, the great leveller, the unwelcome reminder of our vul-

nerable nature, that despite our great power and influence and homes filled with 

things we still need the fragile breath, each second, each day. 

 

fragile breath, our saviour and sustainer. 

 

in our endless, timeless, seasonless yearning for stuff, the mirage of strength, money 

in, money out, things in, things out, the life-giving breath of our hungry souls so 

fleeting. the shallow breaths of a half-life, unsustainable, yet the ventilator continues. 

busy in, busy out. 

 

a re-thinking, re-framing, fragile breath and mirages of strength. we are reliant, on 

others, and they on us; this is our strength, that we forgot. our breath is not to breathe 

demand, consume, mine at the expense of yours; our breath is to breathe life out to 

others, and to breathe in theirs to us. 

 

we cannot all be strong. though we are all fragile. yet in this fragility is revealed our 

strength, in breathing life to others, in abandoning the mirage of strength for the truth 

of the fragile state of our hearts and homes and our endless, timeless, seasonless 

yearning for love. 

 

give love that we may all live more than a half-life, that we may breathe deeply and 

be deeply; healed from the shallow breaths and the mirage of strength; and remove 

ourselves from the stealing of breath from those we have chosen not to see; and 

breathe in the life of the first fragile breath. 

 

fragile breath, our saviour and sustainer. 
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ST. JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL 

On the ferocity of the church’s Bridge drive 
 

The Rectory 

St James the Least of All  

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

Your suggestion that we should hold a sponsored hymn-singing bicycle ride through 

the village as a way of raising money was well-meant, but I am not wholly con-

vinced it would suit our clientele here at St James the Least of All. 

 

You may have musical bike rides, but we have Bridge drives, although socially dis-

tanced at the moment, of course. But even at two metres apart, our Bridge games are 

generally as amiable and peaceful as bear baiting. Half of those attending will see 

the afternoon as an opportunity to catch up on local gossip and to exchange knitting 

patterns, the game of cards being a minor hindrance to these other activities. The 

other half arrive primed for a battle to the death, reluctantly conceding that eye-

gouging is not allowed. They will demand total silence – which is wholly ignored by 

those at the tables discovering what Mrs Trumpington confided to Lady Driver half-

way through ‘Onward Christian Soldiers’ at last Sunday’s Mattins. The congrega-

tion is eternally grateful to Mrs Mitchell, who as a former mill worker is able to lip 

read. 

 

Refreshments have been hit hard by Covid-19 of course, and the fact that everyone 

has to bring their own sandwich and drink has rather spoilt the fun. Usually half our 

players regard lunchtime as an opportunity to put jam on the cards, spill tea on the 

score cards and make sure that the other tables get the egg and cress sandwiches 

while they corner the boiled ham; the others usually see it as an unwelcome interrup-

tion to the serious business of slaughtering their opponents. 

It is so sad that Covid-19 has halted this merry comradery.  

 

As for drawing the raffle, it is the adult equivalent of ringing 

the school bell at going-home time. Half the players will 

immediately dash off to relay newly mined seams of gossip 

throughout the village, leaving the others holding reproach-

ful post-mortems with their partners over their bidding mis-

takes.  
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Reproaches are never too violent, however, since the chances are that they will all be 

meeting again the following afternoon round a socially distanced card table at another 

location, for yet another re-enactment of the slaughter at Agincourt. The only differ-

ence will be that the French and English were not entertained with tea and sandwich-

es at half time. 

 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

ALL SOULS DAY—1 November 

The early Church was slow to dedicate a liturgical day to offering prayers and masses 

to commemorate the faithful departed.  But in time prayers were offered on behalf of 

dead monks, that they might attain ‘the Beatific Vision’ through purification, which 

the Church later described as Purgatory.  Odilo, the powerful abbot of Cluny, (d 

1049) decreed that All Souls’ Day should follow the feast of All Saints’ Day.    

At least four ancient English dedications are known, the most famous of which are 

All Souls College, Oxford and the church in Langham Place in London.   

 

In bygone centuries All Souls’ Day was certainly uncomfortable for anyone who had 

wronged a person who had then died.  For it was believed that souls in purgatory 

could appear on earth on this day, in the form of ghosts, witches or toads, to haunt 

anyone who had wronged them in life.    

 

On a more cheerful note, it was also believed that you could help the dead on this day 

by almsgiving in cash or in kind.  Some of these beliefs seem to have been caught up 

in the popular customs of Hallowe’en. 

 

When the Reformation came, the Protestants disregarded the idea of Purgatory, and 

this feast day remained with the Roman Catholic Church. 
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THE MAGAZINE 60 YEARS AGO 

Editors comments in italics 

December 1960 

‘Unprecedented Anglican response at Oberammergau’  

Never before, in the 60 years has there been a response like this years (ie 1960).   On 

average over 1000 Anglicans a week have received Holy Communion, with the total 

at the end of the Passion Play event reaching almost 19,000 people.   In all 36 chap-

lains assisted, coming from as far afield as Australia, the US, the West Indies, Africa, 

India as well as Great Britain and Europe. 

A very marked feature of the season has been the magnificent relations which have 

been enjoyed with non-Anglican Christians such as the Roman Catholics, the Luther-

an and continental Protestant bodies.  There can be little doubt that rarely has there 

been as great an act of witness to the strength of the Anglican Communion in such a 

continental setting’. 

Background: One hour south of Munich, the small town of Oberammergau has 

hosted performances of what has become the most famous Passion Play in the world, 

on the life of Jesus Christ, which is referred to in the 1960 article above.  Internet 

sources say around 470,000 people attended in 1960—so the 19,000 Anglicans men-

tioned in the Southwark Diocesan text remained a small proportion of the total audi-

ence, dominated by Roman Catholics from across Europe. 

The Play has had a ‘season’ every 10 years, for 375  years since 1633,  Fifteen years 

after the end of the 30-Years War, and racked with the Plague, Germany’s population 

dropped from 17 million to 4 million.  Oberammergau was plague-free, and they 

vowed to repeat the play every 10 years as long as the village remained plague free.   

The last play was in 2010.  It had an audience of over 500,000—similar in size to 

1960.  In 2010, there were 109 Daily performances from May to October, in a new 

covered auditorium seating 4700.   2500 citizens of Oberammergau were personally 

involved: 1000 or so actors & extras, a choir and orchestra of over 100 each, and 

450 children, and all the backstage staff.  You Tube has good ‘behind the scenes’ 

short videos: type in Oberammergau Passion Play. 

Each season the words, music, set designs and lead actors are different.  The perfor-

mance is usually 5 to 7 hours long with intervals and a meal break.   The 2020 play 

has been postponed due to Covid until May to September 2022, and tickets went on 

sale on 5 October 2020... so now is the time to book if you wish to experience this 

festival for yourself. 
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Covid–free Jokes 
 

When the vicar moved his family into the large Victorian vicarage, a member of the 

congregation asked the young son how he liked his new home. “It’s great,” the little 

boy replied. “At last I have my own room, Mike has his own room, Jemma has her 

own room, and Bobby has his own room. But poor Mum is still in with Dad." 

 

A little boy was told that he should try and be good, and that he could ask God for 

help with this. So he prayed: “Lord, please make me good, if you can. But if you 

can’t, don't worry about it. I'm having a real good time like I am." 

 

People at my workplace have started a funny new tradition where they give names to 

the food in the office fridge. Today I ate a sandwich called Mark, followed by some 

cake called Rosie.   

 

In filling out an application, where it says, 'In case of emergency, notify:' I put 

'DOCTOR.' 

 

Member of the congregation to minister: “I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was 

blaming you.” 

 

Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine. 

 

With forthcoming US Presidential Elections in mind: 

A candidate came home in the small hours and gave his wife the wonderful news: 

“Darling, I’ve been elected!” 

She was delighted. “Honestly?”  she demanded. 

He laughed in an embarrassed sort of way. “Oh, why bring that up?” 

 

OK, just one Covid joke... 

At this point I would feel safer if the Coronavirus held a press conference, telling us 

how it is going to protect us from the Government. 

...but because it’s true its not so funny 

Father said I was unequipped to meet life  

because I had no sense of humour 

J D Salinger 
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As the nights draw in 

 

LET EVENING COME  

By Jane Kenyon (1947-1995) 

 

Let the light of late afternoon 

Shine through chinks in the barn, moving  

Up the bales as the sun moves down 

 

Let the cricket take up chafing 

As a woman takes up her needles 

 And her yarn.  Let evening come 

 

Let dew collect on the hoe abandoned 

in long grass.  Let the stars appear 

And the moon disclose her silver horn. 

 

Let the fox go back to its sandy den. 

Let the wind die down. Let the shed 

go black inside.  Let evening come. 

 

To the bottle in the ditch, to the scoop 

In the oats, to air in the lung 

let evening come 

 

Let it come, as it will, and don’t 

be afraid.  God does not leave us 

comfortless, so let evening come. 
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THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH—via ZOOM 

When Mozart was in London in 1765, the newspa-

pers reported that, for two shillings and sixpence, the 

public could hear him play at the Swan and Hoop, 

Cornhill on a harpsichord and upon it a handkerchief, 

without seeing the keys!   He was just nine years old 

at the time.   Mozart's childhood was filled with 

tricks, adventure and experimentation and never be-

fore - or after - had there been a musical prodigy of 

such lasting genius and promise.   

 

The old adage travel broadens the mind was certainly the case with the boy and as he 

made his way around Europe with his family, performing in venues that ranged from 

taverns to palaces, his exposure to the musical centres of each country he visited set 

him up musically for the rest of his life.   

 

By delving into letters, newspaper advertise-

ments and eye-witness accounts, our lecturer 

Peter Medhurst tells the story of Mozart up to 

the age of 10 years.  He will discuss and play a 

selection of works from these early years 

(including the very first piece to survive) to 

reveal one of the greatest real life musical dra-

mas of all time. 

 

Join us on Monday, November 16th at 5.30pm 

for this absorbing, illustrated lecture. It is free 

for members but do come as a visitor for £5.  

 

Email Pat Frankland:  

pat_frankland@hotmail.com  or ring 01737 842028   

All you need is a PC, laptop or tablet, a comfy chair and your favourite tipple! 

See our website at www.theartssocietybetchworth.org.uk 

 

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/PARISH%20MAGAZINE/2020_11/Virtual%20ASB%20lecture%2020.10.20.docx%20for%20Buckland%20website.docx
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THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland 

 
2020 has been an unusual and challenging year so 

far.  As you are well aware the Horticultural 

Society was unable to hold their Autumn Show.  

Instead we arranged a Virtual Show.  The results 

were very encouraging and we had a large amount 

of entries. The categories required a photograph of 

the product or a scene plus a short explanatory 

caption. 

 

The Garden section provided a selection of beautiful roses with a simple white 

bloom, the winner Orange tulips, another winner competed with plants and flowers in 

pots and borders.  A grand display of plum coloured dahlias won the Abundance 

category.   A photo of brightly coloured tomatoes reached the top in Vegetable & 

Fruit Perfection but was closely followed by red cabbage, patty pan squash, 

courgettes, peppers and potatoes.  The Hilarity or Disappointment category photos 

included a few weird shaped tomatoes and potatoes plus a passing interested 

pheasant!! 

 

The Crafts thrilled us with a hand felted hare, a model of a traditional Sod barn, and 

a handmade ceramic dish suitable for a floral display.   My Best Bake attracted the 

usual high standards of dumplings, cheese scones, a green tomato tart tatin and a very 

tall rainbow and chocolate cake but the winner was a gooey gluton free chocolate 

cake.   Photographs can record good memories and this category gave us a variety of 

different subjects, Portraits, Gardens close up and My experience during 

Lockdown. The photo of a birthday tea was a worthy winner. 

 

The Juniors didn’t disappoint this year with their photos of many animals, cakes, a 

bug hotel, a paper mache head of a cat and a happy narwhal.  Growing beans in a 

stuffed pair of trousers legs and boots sitting on a chair was a very inventive and 

novel way to grow the produce. Well done!  All the entries were imaginative. 

 

The Horticultural Society was delighted with the response of the Virtual Show and 

would like to thank everyone who entered.  The complete list of winners’ names will 

be issued in a Members newsletter in due course.  

 Jane Siegal 
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 

Well this has not been a full playing year for the Bowls 

Club but then it hasn’t been for any sport. But I think we 

can stand proud and say we have come through the sum-

mer and many of our members have enjoyed the facilities 

and the bowls they have played. The Committee, rightly 

so, implemented strict guidelines following Government 

advice for playing and we have had no cases of Covid 19 

so we must have done something right. It has been a bit 

odd the way we have to play but it has still been very 

enjoyable. 

 

We played all our finals at the end of September and they were all really close 

games. Well done to Chris Storey and Becky Draper, a new member, who won the 

men’s and ladies Championships respectively. Peter Goldup, our Club President, won 

the Evening League and Frank Tipping and yours truly won the Pairs.  Congratula-

tions not only to the winners but also, to everyone who competed and all games were 

played in good spirits. 

 

Well done to Bob Gregory and his merry band of helpers who have worked tirelessly 

to get and maintain the green in the superb condition it has been all year 

 

By the time you read this all the equipment and furniture will have been put away 

and the Clubhouse closed down for the winter. It is always a sad time because there 

will be no more bowls for the next six months but we are all optimistic that next year 

will be a better one for all. 

 

Best wishes from everyone at Brockham Bowls Club. Please all of you, keep alert,  

stay safe and take care. 

Rick Lawrence 

Cash  ♦A K 6, discarding  ♣3.  If West has retained  ♥A Q then lead ♣2 and trump it with ♠2.  

Lead a ♥ and win either this trick, or the last, with ♥K (depending on whether or not West 

plays his ♥A). 

If West discards ♥Q on the third Diamond, then lead ♥4, won by West’s ♥A.  Trump the return 

and cash ♥K. 

Solution to Bridge Puzzle on p11 
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DORKING MUSEUM 

‘Remember, remember the fifth of November, gunpowder, treason and plot’.  We 

will miss the annual bonfire in local Brockham – a rare absence since the time of 

Brockham Bonfire Boy Augustus Leonard Gilliam, photographed by Dorking pho-

tographer Samuel Yeo in full ‘uniform’ in 1888.  Only 19 at the time, he went on in 

business as a monumental mason in Dorking.  His great grandson has recently do-

nated a wealth of old photographs and documents to the Museum. 

 

The ‘Dorking 1620’ exhibition, planned to commemorate the 400th anniversary of 

the sailing of the Mayflower, has been postponed until next year, giving an oppor-

tunity to review it in the current atmosphere of tearing down statues, querying blue 

plaques and examining political correctness.   

 

Dorking Museum’s main exhibition space remains closed whilst plans are put in 

place to allow us to re-open safely whilst continuing to offer an appropriate visitor 

experience.  For an update on resumption of activities, to read our regularly updated 

blog, to visit our online bookshop (for a range of books of local interest), to become 

a member or to donate, please visit www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  

David Burton 
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STROOD GREEN SHOP 

Usually in this issue we would be asking people to pre-

order bread and pastries for Brockham Bonfire gather-

ings – the strange and different times of this year con-

tinue! We shall miss the buzz of the build up this year 

but we still have delicious hot chocolate and marshmal-

lows for the young (and young at heart), and warm pas-

tries for anyone who wants to make the weekends spe-

cial. 

 

We continue to be ardent supporters of local suppliers, the value of which became 

apparent during March when larger supply chains broke down. We have in regular 

stock the following and more:Eggs from Collaroy Farm (Newdigate), Jams from 

Debbie's Homemade Preserves (Newdigate) and local Brockham honey, Milk (in 

glass bottles) and cream from Aldhurst Farm (Capel), Clotted cream from Libbys 

Larder (Dorking), Coffee from Coffee Real (Horsham), Bread from Chalk Hills Bak-

ery (Reigate) & Westcott Bakery, Milk from West Horsley Dairy, Ice cream from St 

Joans Dairy (Leigh), Selected bread and cake delights from Ruth's Little Kitchen  

 

Christmas stock has mostly arrived at our shop by now! Come and see what we have  

this year. Our usual late night shopping evening to showcase our Christmas stock 

will not take place this year in order to comply with social distancing guidelines.  

 
From Christine, and all the Staff      www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk 

1 3 9 2 8 5 6 7 4 

2 7 6 4 3 1 9 5 8 

8 5 4 6 7 9 2 1 3 

6 9 3 7 5 4 1 8 2 

4 1 5 8 9 2 3 6 7 

7 2 8 1 6 3 4 9 5 

3 6 1 5 4 8 7 2 9 

9 8 7 3 2 6 5 4 1 

5 4 2 9 1 7 8 3 6 

 
Solution to Sudoku on p10 

ACROSS: 1, Thanks. 4, Banner. 8, Esher. 
9, Azariah. 10, Compare. 11, Ishma. 12, 
Doorposts. 17, Oaths. 19, Galatia. 21, 
Papyrus. 22, Frail. 23, Listen. 24, Hyssop.  

 

DOWN: 1, Trench. 2, Ashamed. 3, Kar-
ma. 5, Ananias. 6, Neigh. 7, Reheat. 9, 
Areopagus. 13, Observe. 14, Satraps. 15, 
Compel. 16, Gallop. 18, Tapes. 20, Lofty. 

Solution to Crossword on p11 

http://www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk
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THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S  
  

If you have not yet joined the Friends, and would like to do so, or would like more 

information, please see the literature in the church or contact one of the officers (e.g. 

Ianthe Cox, Secretary, ianthecox@gmail.com).  The annual subscription is £15 for 

one person, £30 for a household. 

 

The object of the Friends is to help maintain the fabric and structure of St. Mary’s, an 

important focal point at the centre of Buckland and a listed building with 1,000 years 

of history. 

ANOTHER SURPRISE… 

If you were surprised by the cottage on the cover picture , then look closely at this 

postcard of c.1895.   Not only is the same cottage present, slightly smarter than on the 

cover picture so probably still lived in; but on it’s left is a further single storey 

THATCHED cottage, with smoke issuing from the chimney.  More details in the 

Buckland Book p.127-129 (see p.9).                                                                         DF 
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Novemberb 2020.  Issue No. 1133 

Articles for the December 2020 issue must, please, be with Duncan 
Ferns (fernsdc@gmail.com) by Sunday 15 November 2020  
Please send editable versions of articles: ideally WORD for text files 
and JPG for images.  The editor may shorten or omit articles submitted 
for publication or, where appropriate, to publish them the following 
month.   
 
Editorial  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not 
necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 
 
Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church and contains 
personal data such as names and contact details which may be of use to readers of the 
magazine.  In agreeing to the publication of their personal data in the magazine, such 
persons also consent to this information being posted on the Church’s website, 
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net.  Please let the editor know if any of the 
information on the inside front cover or the back of the magazine is wrong or needs 
to be updated, or if you do not want any of your contact details to be given in the 
magazine.  Also, if there are any other village contacts who would like to appear on 

15 Nov 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   

A book on the History of Buckland is available from Buckland Deli, Squires Nursery 

Buckland, local Waterstones and Amazon:  Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision 

by Duncan C Ferns.  300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index. 

Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 

households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 

1362 acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  It straddles the 

A25 and the Guildford to Redhill Railway.  The parish registers date back to 1560, 

and the first recorded vicar to 1308.  The present church is thought to have been built 

in 1380, and was extensively refurbished in 1860.  The church has six bells, still 

regularly rung, and an unusual wooden spire.  Some of the windows date from the 

14th and 15th centuries.  The light box on the rear wall of the church is a piece of an 

1860 window from our church damaged by a WW2 bomb-blast. This window was 

restored in 1994. 
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To book the Reading Room, email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com  

(preferred) or phone Stella Cantor on  843335 

BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

} 

} 

Monday 
 
 
1st/3rd Mon 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday  
 
2nd Saturday 

1-4pm 
4.15-5.15pm 
5.30-7pm 
10am-12 noon 
10am-12 noon 
1.30-5.15pm 
1.45-5.30pm 
1.45-5.30pm 
7-8.30pm 
1.30-5.30pm 

Art Group 
Rainbows 
Brownies 
Singing Group 
Tiny Tots Toddlers 
 
Duplicate Bridge 
 
Yoga 
Sugar Guild 

David Burrells 
 

Jane Stewart 
 

Meike Laurenson 
Debbie Jones 
 
Richard Wheen 
 
Judy Dokmanovic 
Karen Hoad 

01372 802602    
 

842302 
 

248909 
07701 347351  

 
842082 

 
07774 465374 

844267 

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS 

Carole Evans 
David Sayce     
Mandy Creasey  
Tamlynne Chapman 
Pam Patch 
Derek Holgate     
Ruth & Paul Johnson 
     
Jean Cooke     
Debbie Jones     
Sheena Boyce   
Emma Gallagher     
Margaret Miller 
Catriona Martin  
Jane Stewart 
Jane Douglass   
Meike Laurenson 
Tim Howe 
John Maud 
Liz Vahey  
Julian Steed  
Sheila Dyer   
 
Margaret Miller 

Arts Society, Betchworth 
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 
British Legion 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society 
Brockham Surgery/Chemist 
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (sec.) 
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 
Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 
Buckland Village Shop  
Children’s Society 
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland  
Girl Guides contact 
North Downs Primary School 
One World Group 
Reading Room - Chairman 
 - Treasurer 
 - Secretary 
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 
St. Catherine’s Hospice 
Surrey Police - non-urgent 
Women’s Institute   

01372 452563 
242776 
843610 

07734 202427 
844138 

   842654  
842691 

843259/842175 
 245161 

07701 347351  
    448023   

 845999 
 842098 

07710 498591 
842302 
843211 
248909 
843529 
843530 
221444 
842220 
842046 

101 
842098 

http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
https://outlook.live.com/owa/bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com

