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UNITED BENEFICE OF ST MICHAEL BETCHWORTH AND ST MARY BUCKLAND 
THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

SUNDAY 15th November 2020 

The Greeting  
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Collect  
Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son was revealed 
to destroy the works of the devil 
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
grant that we, having this hope, 
may purify ourselves even as he is pure; 
that when he shall appear in power and great glory 
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where he is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

 
 

Hymn:    Jesu, our hope, our heart's desire, 

Jesu, our hope, our heart's desire, 
thy work of grace we sing; 
Redeemer of the world art thou, 
its Maker and its King. 

How vast the mercy and the love 
which laid our sins on thee, 
and led thee to a cruel death, 
to set thy people free! 

But now the bonds of death are burst, 
the ransom has been paid; 
and thou art on thy Father's throne, 
in glorious robes arrayed. 
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O may thy mighty love prevail 
our sinful souls to spare; 
O may we stand around thy throne, 
and see thy glory there. 

Jesu, our only joy be thou, 
as thou our prize wilt be; 
in thee be all our glory now 
and through eternity. 

All praise to thee who art gone up 
triumphantly to heaven; 
all praise to God the Father's name, 
and Holy Ghost be given.  

Words:   Jesu,nostra redemption, (Latin, c.8th century) based on the translation by 
John Chandler (1806-76) 
Music:  ‘Metzler’s Redhead No.66’ Richard Redhead (1820-1901) 

  

Zephaniah 1.7,12-end - The day of the Lord approaches 

Be silent before the Lord God! 
   For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 
   he has consecrated his guests.. 

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
   and I will punish the people 
who rest complacently on their dregs, 
   those who say in their hearts, 
‘The Lord will not do good, 
   nor will he do harm.’ 
Their wealth shall be plundered, 
   and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, 
   they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, 
   they shall not drink wine from them. 
The great day of the Lord is near, 
   near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, 
   the warrior cries aloud there. 
That day will be a day of wrath, 
   a day of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devastation, 
   a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
   a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
against the fortified cities 
   and against the lofty battlements. 
I will bring such distress upon people 
   that they shall walk like the blind; 
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   because they have sinned against the Lord, 
their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
   and their flesh like dung. 
Neither their silver nor their gold 
   will be able to save them 
   on the day of the Lord’s wrath; 
in the fire of his passion 
   the whole earth shall be consumed; 
for a full, a terrible end 
   he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

Anthem:  Lord I trust Thee - George Frideric Handel ((1685-1759) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4esjh8zGBMQ 

(Christ Church Cathedral Choir, Oxford)  

Lord, I trust thee, I adore thee. 
Ah! thou friend of man, restore me! 
On thy loving grace relying, 
For the bread of life I'm sighing. 
Quench my thirst and let my hunger cease, 
Fill my heart with joy and endless peace. 
When the breath of life has left me, 
May my soul be blended with thee. 

From: The Passion of Christ (1716), text translated from the original German 

 

Gospel  Matthew 25 14-30 - The parable of the talents 

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property 
to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according 
to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at 
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who 
had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent 
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the 
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you 
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to 
him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, 
I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one 
with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good 
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge 
of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received the 
one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, 
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was 
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his 
master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not 
sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money 
with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 
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interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all 
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those 
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

    

 

 

Sermon : Revd. Anna Moore 

 

 

Prayers. 

Loving God, 
We ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit 
to help us pray in this difficult times. 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the energy and vision of your Spirit 
for those who are tiring in the battle against injustice and oppression: 
for those exhausted by the struggle with poverty and hunger. 
We pray for the Foodbanks, for the volunteers and those using the facility for the first time  
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the hope and comfort of your Spirit 
for those whose lives are overshadowed by illness or pain; 
for those whose lives are darkened by sorrow or bereavement. 
In the silence we lift before you those on our hearts at this time ….  
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the love and courage of your Spirit 
for those reaching out to comfort the distressed; 
for those reaching out to others with the Good News of Christ through their words and actions which 
emanate your love 
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Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
Loving God, 
We ask for the assurance of your Spirit 
to know your presence with us in our daily lives: 
in our relationships. 
in our work and service. 
in our worship. 
in our times of joy and pain. 
Merciful father accept these prayers through our Saviour Jesus Christ Amen.  

Blessing  

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; 
The Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace. Amen 
 
Our worship has now ended, and our service now begins…  
Go in the light and peace of Christ  
Thanks be to God. 

Organ Voluntary  Offertoire sur les grands jeux: from 'Messe pour couvents'  (Mass for the Convents) 
- François Couperin (1688-1733) 

 
 

  

Some of the material included in this Service is Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
and other Hymns and Music are reproduced and streamed under Church Copyright Licences 778647 
and 873889 

We hope you are enjoying the online services which aim to bring the church 
community together and keep the momentum of faith alive for all generations.   As a rural 
parish church, we rely heavily on donations to help maintain our beautiful buildings. With 

our churches closed we are not able to receive donations via the collection plate, however if 
you would still like to support the church, please use the QR codes : 
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St Michael’s Church     St Mary’s Church 

or alternatively you can pay direct to 

St Michaels Church; Sort Code 601727   A/c 27611272 

St Mary’s Church; Sort Code 601728   A/c 03428508 

We are incredibly grateful for any donations -thank you for your kind support and 
generosity 

 

God Bless 

 


