BUCKLAND PARISH MAGAZINE

January 2021

January 2021

SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND
Rector

The Revd. Anna Moore, The Rectory, Old Reigate Road,
Betchworth, RH3 7DE (901860 or 07939 388607). Email:
rectorbetchworthandbuckland@gmail.com. Normal work days:
Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9am to 4pm. Day off: Saturday.

Priest in
Retirement

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane,
Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email:
rev_davideaton@hotmail.com

Churchwardens

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)
(+ Bell Captain). Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG
(221444) (+ electoral register). Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com

Hon.
Treasurer

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(841058). Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com

Hon. Sec.

Mrs Rosey Davy. Email: roseydavy@gmail.com

Organist

Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT
(241355). Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com

Safeguarding
Officer

Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).
Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com

Junior Church Amy Jago (07971 085134). Email: amy.k.jago@gmail.com; and
Reps
Sarah Munro (07771 427378). Email: sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk
Magazine
- Editor Duncan Ferns, Yewdells, Dungates Lane, Buckland RH3 7BD
(07786 966841). Email: fernsdc@gmail.com
- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).
Email: bernhawk@btinternet.com
- Advertising Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY
(845298). Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com
Church
Rotas

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613). Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).
Other: Philip Haynes (842613)

Churchyard
Rose Beds

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG
(247399). Email: everettleeds@gmail.com

Friends of St.
Mary’s

Secretary: Ianthe Cox, Buckland. Email: ianthecox72@gmail.com

Churchyard
Trust

Philip Haynes, Briarsmead, Old Rd, RH3 7DU (842186)
Email: Philip.haynes@tiscali.co.uk
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Dear Friends - Happy New Year!
On the 6th of January we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. Epiphany is the time we
recall the arrival of the three wise men in Bethlehem to visit the Messiah. Contrary to
what we were taught in school nativity play, the wise men also known as Kings or Magi turned up almost 2 years later. They were called wise as they gained their wisdom
through astrology and scripture, but perhaps more importantly recognising when to
respond to the signs from God. The wise men could have ignored the planets aligning,
thinking this could not be happening in our lifetime, but instead they chose to
acknowledge the signs and follow the star. These epiphany moments were not given
just to the Magi 2000 years ago, they are given to us today if we are wise enough to
travel out of our comfort zones and look for the God given moments when all becomes
suddenly clear. The ‘A-ha’ moments!
I wonder how many of us have already broken our New Year’s resolutions, I know I
have!. Maybe it’s to eat a healthier diet, go to the gym or have a dry January .. one
thing that last year has taught us is that we need to look at what is important in life,
what is necessary and what is not. With all our New Year’s resolutions at the ready,
perhaps a resolution could be for us all to pray for wisdom to make the right decisions,
to be open to new journeys, new opportunities no matter how scary, with a sense of
curiosity and wonder. So that like the Magi we can still recognise and experience those
God given moments - those Epiphany moments!
With a vaccine now in circulation there is the glimmer of hope that life can get back to
normal, let us learn from the past year, the treasured moments as well as the challenging ones to appreciate all the God given moments 2021 has in store for us and look
forward to once again being a community that together create wonderful memories.
May I wish you all that prosperous and wise 2021!
God Bless
Revd. Anna
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Editorial
Well, lockdown ended on 3 December, the shops and restaurants opened again, and
some of us stayed exactly where we were—at home. Others put their toes outside a
little more A few people even got together at Christmas, though many played it safe
for a really quiet Christmas. Now almost everyone knows someone else who’s had
Coronavirus, so we have heightened wariness of ‘mixing’. Church services and all
local events are limited, exactly like before this second lockdown, a situation likely to
continue well into 2021.
The new vaccines started their roll out in December for those old enough or
sufficiently at risk to require a vaccine. The motto is that ‘all good things come to
those who wait’ - in this case, wait for the invitation to have a vaccine. Maybe by the
Spring or Summer of 2021, a sufficient number of us may have had the vaccine to
feel more comfortable doing ’normal’ things again, albeit with a new attitude to life.
Perhaps. We can pray on that.
As we go to press, the Government and EU are still playing poker for Brexit, and we
still don’t know if we will suffer from a ‘No Deal’, or indeed, suffer from ‘a Deal of
Sorts’. We can pray on that too!

Welcome anyhow, to 2021—and a Happy

New Year!

* * *
On more mundane matters: I have re-written ’the standard text’ that appears on the
inside back cover of every issue. This makes clearer the ‘Copy Date’ (3rd-last Friday
of the month!) and the ‘Delivery Date’ (last Friday of the Month) for the next months
magazine. I hope that this will give clarity to both our contributors and our volunteer
distributors, who do a wonderful job delivering the magazine throughout the
metropolis of Buckland. Thank you to them— you know who you are!

We are hoping to publish the results of Poetry Competition on 2020 in the February
Magazine. Meanwhile, prior to the competition announcement, I received an
excellent longer poem reviewing 2020 from Ianthe Cox, published here to get you in
the mood for next month—see p.12-14!
Duncan Ferns
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Church Service Times
JANUARY SERVICES AT ST MARY’S & ST MICHAEL’S
If Covid regulations change, the following schedule will be updated on our website.
Date

St Mary’s Buckland

St Michael’s Betchworth

3 January
Epiphany

10.45 Brockham Dial-in Service 9.30 Brockham Dial-in Service
11am Family Communion

10 January
Baptism of Christ

9.30am Dial-in Service
11am Parish Communion

9.30am Dial-in Service

17 January
Epiphany 2

9.30am Dial-in Service

9.30am Dial-in Service
11am Parish Communion &
APCM

24 January
Epiphany 3

9.30am Dial-in Service
11am Parish Communion

9.30am Dial-in Service

31 January
Epiphany 4

9.30am Dial-in Service
11am Parish Communion

9.30am Dial-in Service

7 February
9.30am Dial-in Service
2md Sunday before Lent

9.30am Dial-in Service
11am Family Communion

The Telephone Dial-in Services at 9.30am are available by calling 0333 0110 945, Room
number 10027764#, PIN 5317. On 3 Jan (only) it will be the Brockham Dial-in Service:
03330 110945, Room No 79448104#, Pin 4188#
None of the above services require pre-booking this month. If you are free from Covid and
isolating rules, do come along and you will be welcomed. Social distancing rules are in
place within church.

POSTCARDS OF BUCKLAND SERIES (Cover Pictures)
Top: Buckland Green & School. Published by ‘R.A.P. Co, London’, postmarked
1942. Bottom: Buckland Church & cherry trees. Published by Surrey Federation of
Women’s Institutes, 1972. Both originals were published in colour (and can be seen
in colour on the website, see p.27)
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Church Matters
VACANCY FOR VOLUNTEER TREASURER
Our church of St Mary the Virgin Buckland is seeking a new Treasurer after several
years of excellent service from Barbara Thomas. The post is voluntary, but we hope
not too onerous – typically involving about one day per month, with a bit extra at
reporting times, and attendance at a quarterly meeting of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) of which you would become a member. It involves the book-keeping of
transactions for the church and preparation of Annual Accounts for submission to the
Diocese, but not the Reading Room which has separate accounts. Experience of
book-keeping and accounts reporting would be beneficial, though not essential, as
our current Treasurer has offered a ‘gentle handover’ and some training if required.
You need not attend church services, just be willing to support our village church and
it’s organization.
In the first instance, please express your interest to either:
Revd. Anna Moore (rectorbetchworthandbuckland@gmail.com)
or our Treasurer Barbara Thomas (treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com)

Buckland Matters
PLEASE DONATE YOUR OLD LAPTOP
‘Level Up Redhill Reigate Banstead’ project is being run by the charity Voluntary
Action Reigate and Banstead. The project was set up to provide refurbished laptops
for disadvantaged children and young people in our local area. We need at least 540
laptops and as at 3 December, 37 have been collected. There is still much to do!

The website with all the important information is here:
Voluntary Action Reigate & Banstead, Level Up Laptop Refurbishment www.varb.org.uklevel-up
If you use Twitter, Facebook or Instagram it would be great if you could promote the
web address. The advert opposite gives more information. Thank you
Karen Munroe (Old Rd, Buckland) 07905189051
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
Recycle your Christmas Tree
When 12th night approaches, if you have been enjoying a
cut “natural christmas tree” your thoughts are likely to start
turning towards wondering how best to dispose of it.
Buckland, Brockham & Betchworth residents are invited
to take your natural tree to the junction of Wheeler’s Lane
and Wellhouse Lane to be turned into woodchip between
10am and 12.30pm on Sunday 10th January 2020. If you
bring a suitable container you can take your “chipped” tree
home to use in your garden.
Please follow any guidance the team running the event issue on the day, adhere to
social distancing and wear a mask if you can. This free “pop up” service will only
be available for one morning! Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) will be
offering free Christmas tree recycling at its Reigate Road car park (behind Dorking
Halls) between Friday 1st January 2021 and Friday 15th January 2021 and at the
Ranmore Road Community Recycling Centre.
Help to keep our rights of way clear of obstructions
Do you have hedges or trees growing on your property adjacent to Buckland’s
highways, hard surfaced footpaths, public footpaths, or public bridleways? If so,
please cut back your plants, shrubs, and trees to make sure Buckland’s rights of way
remain free of obstruction and easy for everyone to use whether drivers, riders or
pedestrians, including anyone with a pushchair or wheelchair and anyone unlucky
enough to be visually impaired. The SCC arboriculture team advises private
landowners: “Check where your boundary is and cut back to that point” and asks you
to “dispose of tree and hedge cuttings responsibly”.
Rights of Way
If you have been meaning to contribute your views on an initiative your parish
council is currently exploring to work with Network Rail and Buckland Estate to
improve accessibility on our local rights of way, please take a few minutes to reply
as soon as you can. Information that was issued via the village email group on
Friday 27th November 2020 is also displayed on the parish council noticeboard
opposite Buckland Deli . Please take a local walk via the notice board to learn more
or email me to ask for the update to be sent to you.
Sheena Boyce, Clerk

parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net
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BUCKLAND DELI—under new management

From 1 November 2020 there was a subtle change in the village shop. Emma, who
has been the Manager for some years has moved to pastures new. Amy —who has
worked in the shop for 4 years as Emma’s assistant– has taken over as Manager.
Amy says ‘Emma did a brilliant job of running the shop and is enjoying some well
deserved time off. I would like to thank all our customers for your support over the
run up to Christmas. It was a lovely time to take over the shop. I am looking forward to this New Year and am really excited to be having the garden done up, which
I hope you will all come down to see once it is completed’.
Amy has two helpers who may also be serving you—Poppy and Alex. The shop
will continue with a similar stock of deli food and drinks and the take-away sandwiches, pastries and coffees that have become so popular with not just those in the
village, but everyone in-the-know who passes by. Emma has plans to introduce
new rages of gifts in the New Year—so watch this space.
Many of us have been shopping locally due to Coronavirus restrictions—but please
remember to continue to buy from the shop whenever you can—it needs our support
to thrive and survive. The opening hours are now:
Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 4pm
Saturday: 9am-4pm
Sunday: 11am-2pm (but in January closed on Sundays, re-opening February).
Amy will update us as new things are introduced, via the Parish Mag and the Facebook and Instagram sites (search Buckland Deli).
DF
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‘BUCKLAND 2020’ POETRY COMPETITION
We have received a number of entries for the competition, but at the time of writing
there is still room for more - the deadline is 31/12/2020.
Full details for submissions are in the December Parish Magazine (page 17). We
hope to publish a number of entries in February Parish Magazine. Any queries to:
rwheen@hotmail.com
Richard Wheen

Households across Buckland will soon be asked to take part in Census 2021.
The census is a once-in-a-decade national survey that gives us the most accurate
estimate of all the people and households in England and Wales. It has been carried
out every decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941.
It will be the first run predominantly online, with households receiving a letter with a
unique access code, allowing them to complete the questionnaire on their computers,
phones or tablets.
“A successful census will ensure everyone from local government to charities can put
services and funding in the places where they are most needed,” Iain Bell, deputy
national statistician at the Office for National Statistics, said.
“This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, schools and new transport routes.
That’s why it is so important everyone takes part and we have made it easier for people to do so online on any device, with help and paper questionnaires for those that
need them.”
Census day will be on March 21, but households across the country will receive letters with online codes allowing them to take part from early March.

The census will include questions about your sex, age, work, health, education,
household size and ethnicity. And, for the first time, there will be a question asking
people whether they have served in the armed forces, as well as voluntary questions
for those aged 16 and over on sexual orientation and gender identity.
Results will be available within 12 months, although personal records will be locked
away for 100 years, kept safe for future generations.
For more information, visit census.gov.uk.
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Features
GARDENING NOTES—JANUARY
Welcome to a fresh new year of gardening …
After such a stressful 2020, it’s good to welcome in the New Year with a fresh look
at gardens and gardening. Let’s hope we can all recover a degree of normality and
continue to enjoy the inspiration and enjoyment that plants and wildlife can bring.
I feel a good tip now would be to plan ahead. With the uncertainties of Covid, Brexit
and subsequent possible stock fluctuations, maybe start to stock up now on any
seeds, seed potatoes and compost that you may need. These were the products that
were in demand before the first lockdown in March, and they could be in shorter
supply this year.
In the garden, best to leave ponds alone at present, and try to avoid regular walking
across soggy or frosted grass. Keep feeding birds as their natural sources of berries
will be depleted by now. Look out for early bulbs that will be appearing soon, and
always be ready with fleece for your more tender plants when there is a prolonged
cold weather warning.
As it’s January, with it’s limited possibilities outside, take a look at adding more
houseplants to your indoor collection. Exotic phalaenopsis orchids are easier to keep
than many people realise. The buds and subsequent flowers can last for months, and
stems will swiftly regrow new shoots. Minimal watering is required. Monstera
(Swiss Cheese plants) have made a comeback recently: in the 1970s and 1980s no
lounge or study bedroom was complete without one! Ferns will usually flourish in
bathrooms as the humidity will provide ideal growing conditions.
As with outside shrubs and plants, houseplants will need little feed and watering
between now and March, when you can then re-pot any which need a boost.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries

If we had no winter, the spring would
not be so pleasant
Anne Bradstreet(1612-1672, poet)
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The Year 2020 – a poem by Ianthe Cox
Midnight came and we greeted the New Year
2020 was full of optimism and held no fear
Boris was ‘in’ with a huge majority
Giving him the power and much authority
For a mandate to make our country great
Unaware of the horror lying in wait
An enemy from the Far East was on its’ way
To create devastation and complete disarray
Corona Virus known as COVID-19
Was approaching our shores completely unseen
A virus so deadly and spreading worldwide
So many ill and so many have died
We are a nation of reasonable wealth
Providing a service to look after our health
Protecting our Medics and Nurses from strife
Became the watchword for trying to save life
By March the virus was spreading too fast
Boris ordered a Lockdown, thank goodness, at last
The Prime Minister, made an address on TV
Explaining the need for Lockdown so we could see
It was necessary to get the virus under control
To get the R rate below 1 must be the goal
The economy would suffer greatly, he was aware
The health of the country was number one care
Everything was closed, stay at home, no travel
The right decision but how would it unravel?
The Chancellor made unprecedented arrangements
Trying to cover everybody’s income and payments
Suddenly there was silence in the skies, road and rail
The enormity of Lockdown was about to prevail
Those living a rural life could manage well
Urban life in a high-rise flat was utter hell
Avoiding the supermarkets by shopping online
Though daunting at first was actually fine
We were thankful for Phones, TV and Computers
Access to the Internet achieved through our Routers
12
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Heading into Spring and the weather was fine
Many days with blue skies and lovely sunshine
An interest in gardening suddenly emerged
Online purchases of seeds and plants just surged
Cycling and walking had become the norm
Getting all of us into good healthy form
Global transport was now stopping
Pollution levels were also dropping
The skies and oceans were showing an improvement
Wildlife was benefiting from unrestricted movement
Was this Nature’s way of teaching us a lesson?
It certainly seemed that was the impression
Church Services were cancelled as we could not be mixing
In order to maintain correct social distancing
Churches stayed open for private prayer
With limits of two people allowed to be there
Easter could not be celebrated in the traditional way
Online Services had to replace Easter Day
Social distancing meant that events were all cancelled
But this did not mean we were completely manacled
We managed to celebrate VE Day in good style
Pork Pie, Pickles and Pimm’s all served with a smile
Enjoying it with neighbours across the fence
Red, white and blue clothing and flags in evidence
All types of online activity started trending
The variety of choices was never ending
Children were taught through the online schools
All of them learning to use new tools
Exercise classes became part of the day
All online and maybe here to stay
Every Thursday night we came out to clap and cheer
Our brave Doctors and Nurses whether far or near
All hospitals were full and the staff tired out
But they still kept going and without any doubt
Fought to save lives including that of our PM
So, our gratitude is boundless especially for them
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An inkling of hope during May and June
The virus declined, not a moment too soon
Instructions were issued for the Country’s release
The Lockdown rules could slightly decrease
The Rule of 6, plus a supportive Bubble
Meant meeting up was out of trouble
Hospitality, Hairdressers, Shops opened again
Starting to relieve our economies pain
People went crazy to get themselves away
Crowded beaches and resorts with Brits at play
Restrictive distancing measures were much in force
Attempting to keep the Virus at bay of course
Sadly, this did not last for long, as rules were broken
Social distancing for many became just a token
A Tier system was introduced as the Virus spread
More rules to obey filled most with dread
No clarity on rules was the main trouble
Resulting in a massive muddle
So back in Lockdown once again, winter on the way
Sunshine in short supply and some of the days are grey
The clocks have gone back, the nights are long
We cannot afford to get this one wrong
Christmas celebrations are currently in doubt
But we need to boot this virus out
A vaccine we are told is now very close
Possibly requiring more than one dose
Doctors, Nurses and Care workers first to be done
Care homes and the elderly ad infinitum
Until this happens, we must remain on guard
Supporting the restrictions, however hard
Although the going may sometimes seem tough
We Senior Brits are made of stern stuff
We survived the Sixties after all
Sex n’ drugs and Rock and Roll
We will get through this and survive
To meet again socially very much alive
Ianthe Cox, Rectory Lane, Buckland
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CROSSWORD. Solution on page 25
Across
1
‘Again Peter denied it,
and at that moment a —
began to crow’ (John 18:27)
(4)
3
Fetters (Job 33:11) (8)
8
Perform on a musical
instrument (1 Samuel 16:23)
(4)
9
Paul describes it as ‘the
third heaven’ (2 Corinthians
12:2–4) (8)
11 Loyally (Deuteronomy
11:13) (10)
14 Hens? Me? (anag.) (6)
15 Not visible (Matthew
6:6) (6)
17 Predicted site of the
final great battle (Revelation
16:16) (10)
20 Jacob’s youngest son
(Genesis 35:18) (8)
21 One of Zophar’s eleven
sons (1 Chronicles 7:36) (4)
22 For example, London,
Paris, Rome (8)
23 United Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel
(1,1,1,1)
Down
1
Favourite church
activity: Fellowship round a

— — — (3,2,3)
2
Divinely bestowed
powers or talents (8)
4
Pile together (1
Thessalonians 2:16) (4,2)
5
Commanded to justify
(John 8:13) (10)
6
Timothy’s grandmother
(2 Timothy 1:5) (4)
7
Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4)
10 One of Graham
Kendrick’s best-known songs,

— — King (3,7)
12 Indecency (Mark 7:22)
(8)
13 Unceasing (Jeremiah
15:18) (8)
16 He prophesied ‘the
abomination that causes
desolation’ (Matthew 24:15)
(6)
18 British Board of Film
Classification (1,1,1,1)
19 Pans (anag.) (4)

Advertisement
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Sudoku & Bridge ...from

BRIDGE PUZZLE

6
2

Richard Wheen

1

5

8

7

9 7

9
4

6

4

5

6

3

7

9

4
8

4

6

7
5

9
1
8

1

Grade: Difficult. Solution on p.25

Solution on p.25
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SURREY POINTING
SPECIALISTS
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists

35 years experience, Fully Insured
Free Estimates

MOT Testing
Station

Domestic, commercial and listed buildings,
new builds

Repairs & Servicing
to all makes

Lime Mortar, Stonework,
Crack Stitching

Reigat e Ro ad
Buckland,
Near R eigat e

01737
242766

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork
pointing undertaken by traditional brickwork
pointers

i
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6-8 Pixham Lane, Dorking,
RH4 1PT

Surrey,

01306 772220

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD

T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745
E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

ii
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Chris
Long

S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n

•
•
•
•
•

S p o t s t a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l

•
•
•
•

L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71

GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811

vi

22

January 2021

T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N
Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs
Te l 01737 843533

Josh Flynn
Gardening Maintenance
Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control

Tel: 01737 202179
Mob: 07920 715779

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread
*

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM

Myra V. Baston

ZOE UNDERWOOD

GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR
Zoe

Chartered Physiotherapist

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service

Craniosacral Therapist

Please call 07876 572624

15a Dene Street, Dorking RH4 2DB
vii
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Payroll—VAT—Tax Returns
Local to Betchworth
Call: 01737 652852

Surrey Mole & Wasp
Control
Professional Pest control
Service
Fully Qualified, Fully Insured

Tel:

Old Wall Cottage, Old Reigate Road, Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7DR
Tel: 01737 843029

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

We cater for the Nursing needs of up to 29 residents in our small, comfortable home
from home environment. Now with refurbishment rooms and wet rooms.

Chair Exercises, open to all, free of charge on the first Tuesday of every month.
ix
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch
20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB
Tel: 01737 8 44916
Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

www.viviencresswell.co.uk

Unlimited Novus tea & coffee

Scones with clotted cream & jam
A selection of delicious cakes
Freshly prepared sandwiches

x
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Based in Redhill, we offer cloud accounting set-up
and training, coaching and advice for new start-ups
and established businesses. Guiding you through
the maze of accounting and tax compliance.

Helping you realise your dreams

Independent Financial Planner
based in Brockham
Specialising in:
•Investments

•Pensions & Retirement planning
•Inheritance Planning
•Cash low Planning
•Protection
•Mortgages

Please contact Ross for a no cost,
no obligation meeting
07818 416696
ross@pil.uk.com
www.pilfinancial.com

Protection & Investment is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA
No.222993) Registered Office: Unit 1, Chandlers

xii
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6
The Spreckley
family
THE INSCRIPTIONS

In Loving memory of Ruth Spreckley, 06.09.1912 –09.08.2003
(Plot 102)
In loving memory of Elsie Mabel
Spreckley, 12.10 1887-10.11.1956
Also William Spreckley, 7.6.188812.1.1961
(Plot 108)

In loving memory of A.G.R, Rector
of Gatton 1894-1907
(Plot A123)
Miss Ruth Spreckley was born in Purley
and came to live in Buckland at the age
of 27 in 1939. She stayed in Buckland
for 64 years until her death in 2003, aged
90. Ruth's home was Pilgrim Cottage in
Old Road (now Spindrift). She lived with
her parents until her father’s death in
1961, and continued at the house alone
until 1975. She then moved to the present-day Pilgrim Cottage on Dungates
Lane taking the house name with
her. The Calder family bought the house
from Ruth in 1975, and recall that when

viewing the house, Ruthwas more keen
to offer them a glass of sherry (her customary greeting) than to show off the
house. The Calder’s returned the complement with Ruth returning regularly
for a Saturday sherry! Ruth was very
interested in people around her and she
took a great part in village life. She
was a committed Christian who almost
always attended our church of St
Mary’s Buckland.
Ruth remembered packing parcels for
the Front in the First World War and
her grandfather coming to tell them that
her uncle had been killed. In early life
she had a home-governess, followed by
day-school and boarding school, where
she met Rachel Marr-Johnson, who was
a lifelong friend. Ruth did secretarial
training in London, then came home to
look after her parents. When war broke
out again Ruth wanted to go into the
Wrens (Women’s Royal Naval Service)
but the doctor said ‘she must not leave
her mother’. She did voluntary work in
the Tranquil Dale canteen, the A.R.P.
and as a Billeting Officer. She became
Military Records Officer at Redhill
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General Hospital. After the war she continued to work at the hospital as medical
secretary. When the surgeon, Mr Pitt,
opened his own Southern Clinic, Ruth
became Clinical Secretary there - and
made many more friends. Ruth, like her
father was Churchwarden for several
years. With Rachel Marr-Johnson (of
April Cottage, Old Rd) they edited and
printed this Parish Magazine with Ruth as
helper on the Roneo-copying machine.
Carol Leeds recalls that the two of them
shared a pew every Sunday and always
volunteered to sell raffle tickets at church
events in their later years, as they could
do that sitting down!

home nearby. She was not an ill person
and found the home somewhat restricting. The Rietchels took her to London
for a ride on the Millennium Wheel and
an evening meal at the Pizza Express
which she loved. When returning to the
care home at about 11pm the staff were at
the front door waiting for her as she did
not have a late night pass and her reaction
with a chuckle was 'let them wait'!

Revd Pattie Vigers at Buckland was a
good friend of Ruth, and scribed her obituary for this Parish Magazine in 2003:
‘Ruth was a person of courage and meticulous integrity. She had the highest standards for herself and a hair-shirt conRuth was a leading campaigner for local science. She grieved over what she conissues, including lobbying to get the
sidered her shortcomings. She was disroundabout constructed (c.1970) at the
tressed beyond measure by the sins of the
junction of the A25 and Pebble Hill
world and the awful things she read in
Road, following a fatal accident in July
the papers, yet she was not judgemental.
1968 at the previous cross-roads.
Her grandfather had said 'Judge not'.
Ruth was able to accept things which
Ruth enjoyed keeping a daily diary of
went against her upbringing. ‘The Old
events and of her life although she was a Trout’, as she called herself in humble
person of the present rather than the
self-depreciation, was remarkably openpast. In later life she decided that the
minded’. She never married and always
diaries where private jottings, so when
seemed happy with her lot. In her later
she moved house she destroyed the dialife, she maintained a lively personality
ries. In 2002 when the Queen's Golden
and wore her trademark glasses with a
Jubilee Party was organised, Paul Rietch- bright green frame.
el recalls that she pretty much recalled
from memory what she had recorded in
Ruth’s father was William Spreckley
her diary back in 1953 for the Coronation
(1888-1961). William served as a
Day celebrations on Buckland Green!
Churchwarden from 1941 to 1959 and as
a local Chairman of the British Legion.
After a milk float drove into her car near
By profession he was a gardener, working
Shere in the late 1990s she never drove
at many of the larger houses in Buckland
again and decided to move into a care
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and Betchworth. During WW2, the large
East window of the church suffered bomb
blast damage beyond repair. In 1999,
Ruth recalled how her father William had
laid out the design plan of the new replacement window on their kitchen table
in 1945.
Ruth’s mother was Elsie Mabel Rogers,
who I knew nothing of until we began to
trace a mystery commemorative plaque
on one of the rose beds in Buckland
Graveyard. It said ‘AGR Rector of Gatton 1894-1907’. Research identified this
Rector as Alfred George Roberts (AGR),,
of Gatton (Reigate) & Merstham Parish,
and resident of Gatton Rectory (now a
house called Kingsdown) on Rockshaw
Road, Merstham. The daughter of Rector Alfred Roberts was Elsie Roberts,

who became the bride of William Spreckley, and they set up home at Spindrift,
Old Road Buckland, as explained above.
The mystery ‘AGR’, now known to be
Rector Alfred Roberts, was therefore
Ruth Spreckley’s grandfather, and Ruth’s
mother Elsie, was therefore daughter of
the Rector, brought up in Merstham.
Ruth’s grandfather, Revd Alfred Rogers,
is commemorated on the Buckland plaque
with the time he served as Rector of Gatton (1894-1907). He was born in 1857
and died in 1946.

DF with thanks for information from
Carol Leeds & Paul Rietchel

‘Village Elders’ cutting the cake at the 2002 Queen’s Golden Jubilee Party on Buckland Village
Green. Ruth Spreckley is centre. From left: Brenda Mitchell, Mrs Dibble, Ben Ellis, Ruth
Spreckley, Adrian Sanders, Vi Welfare, Lady Lucille Hope-Jones, Rosemary Ellis.
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31st Jan - St Maedoc of Ferns
Are you wondering about which charities to support this year? Does it matter to you
if your money is used wisely or not? If so, then Maedoc of Ferns is the patron saint
for you this month. He certainly knew how to deal with people who would waste his
money.
Maedoc (d.626) was born in Connacht and educated in Leinster and St David’s
Pembrokeshire before returning to Ireland in the early 7th century. He founded a
small monastery on land given by Brandrub, prince of Leinster, at Ferns, in Co.
Wexford. He also founded monasteries at Drumlaane and Rossinver. He must have
been loved, because after his death his bell, his staff and reliquary were carefully
preserved – you can see them today in the National Museum (Dublin) or the Library
of Armagh cathedral.
Maedoc had a reputation for self-denial, holiness and charity. But he was not
‘stupidly good’. The story is told of how one day some spurious beggars hid their fine
clothes and dressed in rags and came to the monastery pleading for his help to buy
new sets of clothes. Maedoc invited them in and did some investigating. When he
discovered their fine clothes hidden outside, he gave them away to real beggars
nearby, and then sent the imposters off in their dirty rags, with neither new clothes
nor alms. Rather cleverly done!
[Your editor does not have Irish roots: he does not come from Ferns in County
Wexford. His line of ’Ferns’ were farmers in Derbyshire and later cotton mill
workers in Manchester]

WHO IS THIS QUOTE FROM?
‘The budget should be balanced, the Treasury should be refilled, public debt should
be reduced, the arrogance of officialdom should be tempered and controlled, and the
assistance to foreign lands should be curtailed lest England become bankrupt. People
must again learn to work, instead of living on public assistance.’
You could be forgiven if you anwered ‘Sir Kier Starmer’. But it is not.
Turn to p.30 for the answer

33

January 2021

MEN - FROM A WOMAN’S POINT-OF-VIEW
Men at 25 play football. Men at 40 play tennis. Men at 60 play golf.
Have you noticed that as they get older their balls get smaller.
‘Caution Men at Work’ says the sign. Women work all the time, but men have to put
up signs when they work
Not all men annoy us. Some men are gay.
Men are like bank accounts. Without a lot of money they don’t generate a lot of
interest.
The top 7 things that men do that upset women. 1. Lie; 2. Be Honest; 3.Not talk; 4.
Talk too much; 5. Not show emotions; 6. Be too emotional; 7. Breathe.
MENtal Health; MENtal breakdown; MENstrual Cramps; MENopause…. Did you
ever notice how all of our problems begin with men?
Husband to wife: ‘You know, I was a fool when I married you’. Wife responds,
‘Yes dear but I was in love and didn’t notice’.
Your husband will always be your oldest child that requires the most adult
supervision.
Why don't men often show their true feelings? Because they don't have any.
What is the only time a man thinks about a candlelit dinner? When the power goes
off.
Why are men like floor tiles? If you lay them right the first time, you can walk all
over them the rest of your life.
I'd like to thank my husband for three wonderful years of marriage - 1982, 1984 and
1987
The views expressed on these two pages are neither those of the Church nor the
Editor!
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WOMEN—FROM A MAN’S POINT-OF-VIEW

Cartoons from Brightside.me
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
On how to deal with your church’s
correspondence
The Rectory
St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren
You may have had several years of intensive training on biblical interpretation,
preaching and church history, but that doesn’t cover the really important matters in
parish life: how to evade disgruntled parishioners, run a brisk Summer Fete and, in
your case at present, deal with correspondence, either by letter or email.
My regular practice, which I recommend to you as a New Year Resolution, is to read
all the letters/emails you receive and then discard them. If the matter is truly
important, you will receive a second message, to which you respond; more likely, the
sender will either have forgotten all about his first letter/email after the second month
or will write to some other cleric instead. In either case, you will be saved a great
deal of trouble.
You only need two folders for your filing system, either for post or emails. The first
is for complaints; they are to be filed and ignored, no matter how many duplicates
you are sent. Should you be confronted personally, you simply say that the matter
has been passed on to the bishop. Those truly dogged complainants who pursue the
matter will eventually receive an episcopal reply saying he knows nothing of the
matter, for which you then blame the postal system/spammed email. After letters and
emails have ricocheted round the country for many months, the person complaining
will either have lost energy to pursue the matter, or the will to live.
The second file receives all other correspondence/emails chronologically. The
earliest letters and emails will be at the bottom of the pile and the most recent on the
top. In my experience, the postal file only needs attention when it reaches a height of
about two feet and becomes unstable. The practice then is to discard the lower six
inches and allow it to continue its steady growth. If the stack is kept in the church
vestry, then mice usually attend to the papers on the bottom of the pile.
Sadly, your own church, with its electronic systems for filing, sorting and retrieving
correspondence and with your parish secretaries, removes all of these blessings at a
stroke. You have therefore no excuses for not dealing instantly with every note that
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comes your way. As ye sow, so shall ye reap.
May I also remind you that not even St Paul, that unflagging letter-writer, ever ended
one of his letters with a request for a prompt reply. Need I say more?
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Last Will
Shortly after the funeral of a local wealthy man, two friends were discussing the Will.
“How much did he leave?” wondered one. His friend thought a moment, and ventured: “Well, I suppose, everything.”
Speaking to coffin… ‘Don’t worry old pal. I’ll update your Facebook profile’.
Your father left everything to Charity. But so far we’ve been unable to locate her.
Solution to Bridge on p.16

Take out the opponents’ trumps with ♥5 and lead ♥2. South discards his ♦8 7 on these leads. East
also does best to discard a ♦. Now North leads a ♦to South’s ♦A and East is squeezed. If he throws a
♠ then South plays ♣6 and the now established ♣3, and North’s ♠A wins the last trick.
If instead East throws a Spade, South cashes ♣6 (North discarding his last ♦) and then plays to
North’s ♦A and the now established ♠2.
Solution to Sudoku on p.16

Solution to Crossword on p.15

ACROSS: 1, Cock. 3, Shackles. 8, Play. 9,
Paradise. 11, Faithfully. 14, Enmesh. 15,
Unseen. 17, Armageddon. 20, Benjamin. 21,
Beri. 22, Capitals. 23, USPG.
DOWN: 1, Cup of tea. 2, Charisma. 4, Heap
up. 5, Challenged. 6, Lois. 7, Slew. 10, The
Servant. 12, Lewdness. 13, Unending. 16,
Daniel. 18, BBFC. 19, Snap.
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THE MAGAZINE 60 YEARS AGO
January 1961
Editors comments in italics
I selfishly chose this story of a village church which I visited in March 2020, just before
lockdown, featured in Buckland Parish magazine of 1961, when some of the pages had
natonal coverage. It concerns a church in the remote village of Hubberholme in
Wharfedale, North Yorkshire.
‘The venerable old church, dedicated to St Michael & All Angels, looks across the
bridge at the ‘George Inn’. Both buildings are legally tied together. The Inn is the
property of the benefice (church). St Michael’s, simple and unpretentious, is at the same
time an architectural gem. Parts of the building are original 12th century, and the remainder mostly 16th century. Within its thick grey walls is one of the few remaining
‘rood lofts’ in England—a wooden painted screen moved to this site in 1558. Several
times in history, a swollen River Wharfe has entered its low walls and once the churchwardens found fish swimming between the pews.
There is likewise nothing elaborate about the Inn. Plain and white-faced, it was at one
time the home of the parson. The rent paid by the landlord goes towards the income of
the vicar. After the morning service, the Vicar and his congregation walk across the
old bridge to the George for ‘coffee’. In the days before tourists, the pub served travellers over the nearby Horsehead pass which rises to 2000 feet above sea level. The
church also owns Kirkgill, a ‘Poor Pasture’ of 16 acres, just up the road. This land is let
to the highest bidder each year, at an auction ceremony on the first Monday after New
Year’s Day, hosted by the Vicar at The George. A custom that is old and well embroidered by fancy. In 1960 there was a record bid for the pasture, £34’. [i.e. a clever
‘custom’ to raise more money for the church, when the bidders are fuelled by a few
pints at the beer of The George].
Church, Bridge and Inn, these three structures near the head of a Yorkshire dale are
inseparably bound together by centuries of custom and tradition’.
Since 1961, what has happened? Soon after the above article in the mid-1960’s, the
church sold the pub to a private landlord, and it continues today in private ownership.
The church pews were replaced by Robert Thompson of Kilburn, now famous as the
‘Mouseman’, as he left carvings of mice on his oak furniture, which are to be found on
the pews.
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J.B. Priestley, the northern author and playwright was a regular visitor, writing that
’Hubberholme was one of the smallest and most pleasant places in the world’. Priestley had his ashes scattered in the graveyard after his death in 1984.
The church was also featured in the final episode of the TV series ‘All Creatures
Great & Small.’
The pub manager of The George in the 1950’s and 1960’s wrote a novel, largely
autobiographical, of her experiences—but only with a 50-year retrospective; it was
published in 2011. [George and me, by Jean Robinson].
DF

St Michael’s Hubberholme, 2020.
Below left, the George 2020, and below right, The George in 1961
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DORKING MUSEUM IN SEPTEMBER
Museum Gallery: The main gallery re-opens on January 7th subject to review of
ongoing restrictions. Normal covid procedures should be observed, the number of
visitors will be restricted and there will be no access to interactive elements of some
displays. Normal adult admission charges apply, but children admitted free.
Exhibition: ‘Forster50’ commemorates the 50th anniversary of the death of novelist
E M Forster, who lived at Abinger. It explores his local life, associates and community initiatives, as well as the impact of the area on his novels. In collaboration with
academics from Nottingham Trent University.
Walking in Dorking: Guided group walks may be booked within current limitations (maximum of six people). Themed walks around the town, on the Deepdene
Trail or at Betchworth Castle. Details: www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk/guided-walksaround-dorking/.
Three self-guided walk itineraries can be found at www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk/
selfguidedwalks: two Town Trails, based on a 1975 leaflet, and one in Abinger, recreated from an 1889 magazine.
Dorking Through the Ages: A Community Photo Project: Dorking Museum is
adding archive photographs to this new Facebook page and would like to include
your photographs and stories of those same places. Add to our Facebook page or
send photos to admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk. These will be added to a digital map
on our website.
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.; admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk; 01306 876591.

SUPPORT FOR HOME CARERS IN SURREY
People who provide unpaid care to others are being invited to have their say on the
support they need for themselves. New figures suggested that 32,000 more Surrey
residents are now carers due to the pandemic. Surrey Carers Strategy 2021–24 is a
new strategy document detailing support for Surrey’s unpaid carers: daughters, sons,
partners, friends and neighbours. They are now requesting feedback and comments
on this plan and are now asking carers to give their feedback on the plan. Carers
have until 3 January to complete a short survey on this draft strategy on the
following website: www.actionforcarers.org.uk

40

January 2021

THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland
2020 was a very unusual and frustrating year for
everyone. The pandemic affected our lives in too
many ways and our planned activities suffered.
Getting out into the garden helped most of us survive
this stop start year. 2021 is now upon us and
hopefully a happier time for everyone. Use this
opportunity to prepare and plan your gardens for the
coming year.
The weather in January is usually wet, cold and dreary. Use the time to tidy the
greenhouse and clean the tools ready for Spring. Snowdrops and Hellebores are
coming to life now and they will lift your spirits and enthusiasm for getting back
into the garden. The Horticultural Society would like to wish all of their Members
a very Happy New Year and hope 2021 will be a brighter and better year for
everyone.
Jane Siegal

STROOD GREEN SHOP
2020 has been a particularly challenging one for all of us, and it has not been easy.
Here in the shop, we contributed to home deliveries during the first Covid lockdown
and took actions to reduce the risk of virus spread since reopening afterwards. The
Staff and Committee would like to thank you for all your vital support and understanding with all the restrictions we have faced.
The majority of Staff live within walking distance of the shop, so you can be assured
that we will always be open, whatever the weather, and will be baking bread and
pastries every single morning for you.
The staff wish you all a Happy New Year. If you are out and about walking or cycling in the local wintry countryside, do pop by for takeaway refreshments.
New Year Opening Hours—Wed 30th 8-2, New years Eve 8-2; closed for new years
Day, and normal opening hours from 2nd Jan onwards
From Christine, and all the Staff

www.theshopatstroodgreen.co.uk
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DORKING & DISTRICT u3a
University of the Third Age
In the UK there are over
½
million
people
enjoying new things and
meeting new people by
way of the u3a. Based on
the wealth of knowledge
and experience of the
membership the u3a
brings together groups of people connecting through a variety of interests and
activities from Art to Walking. It is a learning co-operative with the central aim of
organising a range of study and interest groups that are entirely run by the members
for members.
Anyone can arrange a group, whatever takes your interest. Although currently
meetings are mostly virtual, generally groups meet in a hall or in each other’s houses
and gardens. The Dorking u3a also organises Monthly meetings with a Speaker,
Days Out to places on interest, Residential trips, usually twice a year. There are also
Study Days and Summer Schools, all of which involve other u3a’s.
There is no age limit, no qualifications, no exams - you just need to be retired or
semi-retired with time and energy to enjoy new skills and make new friendships.
Just visit the D&D u3a website Dorking & District u3a (dorkingu3a.org.uk) or ring
01306 711542.
Ianthe Cox, Rectory Lane, Buckland

Never be afraid to trust an unknown future
to a known God.
Corrie ten Boom (1892-1983, Dutch Christian)

Who is this Quote from? (see p. 21) Answer:
Cicero in 55 B.C. (except ‘England’ is substituted for ‘Rome’)
We never did learn from the Romans, did we?
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January 2021. Issue No. 1135

COPY DATE: 17 Jan 2021
Articles Please submit articles for next months edition by the above date, via email to
fernsdc@gmail.com. If possible please submit WORD format for text files, JPG for images
and PDF for posters. New articles and contributors are welcomed. If in any doubt about
whether an article could be published, please contact the Editor.
Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributor and are not
necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church. Contact names, phone
numbers and emails are provided as a service to readers, and these appear in the printed and
web versions of the magazine with the permission of the individuals. Please advise the editor
of any updates or corrections to the contact details.
Web Access The web version of the magazine, including trade adverts & colour photos, is
available online at stmarythevirginbuckland.net/resources/parish-magazine-2. The online
rolling-archive retains this years and last years magazines, readable as PDFs without charge.

DELIVERY FROM: 29 Jan 2021
Distributors can collect on the above date. Household delivery will be up to a few days later.

HISTORICAL NOTES
A book on the History of Buckland is available: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision by
Duncan C Ferns. 300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index. Purchase from Squires
Nursery Buckland, local Waterstones, Amazon online or request to fernsdc@gmail.com.
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering 1362
acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. Buckland is in the Diocese of
Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area
Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVI1-4pm
4.15-5.15pm
5.30-7pm
1st/3rd Mon 10am-12 noon
10am-12 noon
Tuesday
1.30-5.15pm
Tuesday
Wednesday 1.45-5.30pm
1.45-5.30pm
Thursday
7-8.30pm
Monday

}

01372 802602
Art Group
David Burrells
Rainbows
842302
Brownies
Jane Stewart
Singing Group
248909
Tiny Tots Toddlers Meike Laurenson
07701 347351
Debbie Jones
Duplicate Bridge
842082
Richard Wheen
Yoga

}

To book the Reading Room, email bookings4bucklandreadingroom@gmail.com
(preferred) or phone Stella Cantor on ' 843335

OTHER VILLAGE CONTACTS
Arts Society, Betchworth
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (sec.)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Surrey Police - non-urgent
Women’s Institute

Carole Evans
David Sayce
Mandy Creasey
Tamlynne Chapman
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Ruth & Paul Johnson
Jean Cooke
Debbie Jones
Sheena Boyce
Emma Gallagher
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Jane Douglass
Meike Laurenson
Tim Howe
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
Margaret Miller

01372 452563
242776
843610
07734 202427
844138
842654
842691
843259/842175
245161
07701 347351
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
843211
248909
843529
843530
221444
842220
842046
101
842098

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net;
Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
January 2021
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