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UNITED BENEFICE OF ST MICHAEL BETCHWORTH AND ST MARY BUCKLAND 
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SUNDAY 13th December  2020 

 

 

We have this Advent Ring to remind us of those who prepared the way for the coming of Christ, the 
Light of the World. The third candle reminds us of John the Baptist who proclaimed Jesus as Saviour. 

 
God our Father, you gave to Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age a son called John.   He grew up 
strong in spirit, prepared the people for the coming of the Lord, and baptised them in the Jordan to 
wash away their sins. Help us who have been baptized into Christ, to be ready to welcome him into 
our hearts and to grow in faith by the power of the Spirit. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the Light 
who is coming into the world. 
 

Lord Jesus, Light of the world, John told the people to prepare, for you were very near. As Christmas 
grows closer day by day, help us be ready to welcome you now. Amen. 

 

 
 

The Greeting  

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Collect  
 
O Lord Jesus Christ, 
who at your first coming sent your messenger 
to prepare your way before you: 
grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way 
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 
that at your second coming to judge the world 
we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

 Hymn :  
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On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and harken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings. 

Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within; 
Yea, let us all each hearts prepare 
for Christ to come and enter there. 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without thy grace we waste away 
Like flowers that wither and decay. 

To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
And bid the fallen sinner stand; 
Shine forth, and let thy light restore 
Earth’s own true loveliness once more. 

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 
whose advent sets thy people free,  
Whom with the Father, we adore, 
and Holy Ghost for evermore.  

Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749) translated by John Chandler (1806-1876) 
Music: Adapted from a chorale in Musicalisches Hand-Buch, Hamburg, 1690 

 
1st Reading: Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11 The Spirit of the Lord brings good news to the oppressed 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
   because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
   to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
   and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 
   and the day of vengeance of our God; 
   to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
   to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 



3 
 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
   they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
   the devastations of many generations. 

For I the Lord love justice, 
   I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
   and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
   and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
   that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
   my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
   to spring up before all the nations. 

. 

For the Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

 
Anthem: This is the Record of John - Orlando Gibbons 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9pE5vrgBHQ 

(Choir of Magdalen College, Oxford) 

This is the record of John,  
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,  
Who art thou? 
And he confessed and denied not, and said plainly,  
I am not the Christ. 

And they asked him, What art thou then? Art thou Elias? 
And he said, I am not.  
Art thou the prophet? 
And he answered, No. 

Then said they unto him,  
What art thou? That we may give an answer unto them that sent us. 
What sayest thou of thyself? 
And he said, I am the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,  
Make straight the way of the Lord. 

(Words: John 1.19-23) 
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Gospel      

John 1.6-8, 19-28 John is crying in the wilderness, make straight the Lord’s way 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked 
him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Then 
they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?’ He said, 
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are 
neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among 
you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord    Praise to you O Christ  
 

Sermon : Revd Neil Vigers  

       

Prayers. 

Loving God, 
We ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit 
to help us pray in this difficult times. 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the energy and vision of your Spirit 
for those who are tiring in the battle against injustice and oppression: 
for those exhausted by the struggle with poverty and hunger. 
We pray for the Foodbanks, for the volunteers and those using the facility for the first time  
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the hope and comfort of your Spirit 
for those whose lives are overshadowed by illness or pain; 
for those whose lives are darkened by sorrow or bereavement. 
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In the silence we lift before you those on our hearts at this time ….  
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
We ask for the love and courage of your Spirit 
for those reaching out to comfort the distressed; 
for those reaching out to others with the Good News of Christ through their words and actions which 
emanate your love 
 
Lord hear us: Lord Graciously hear us  
 
Loving God, 
We ask for the assurance of your Spirit 
to know your presence with us in our daily lives: 
in our relationships. 
in our work and service. 
in our worship. 
in our times of joy and pain. 
Merciful father accept these prayers through our Saviour Jesus Christ Amen.  

 

Blessing  

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; 
The Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace. Amen 
 
Our worship has now ended, and our service now begins…  
Go in the light and peace of Christ  
Thanks be to God. 

Organ Voluntary;  Rhapsody on ‘Helmsley’ - W S Lloyd-Webber (1914-82)  

 

Some of the material included in this Service is Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
and other Hymns and Music are reproduced and streamed under Church Copyright Licences 778647 
and 873889 

We hope you are enjoying the online services which aim to bring the church 
community together and keep the momentum of faith alive for all generations.   As a rural 
parish church, we rely heavily on donations to help maintain our beautiful buildings. With 

our churches closed we are not able to receive donations via the collection plate, however if 
you would still like to support the church, please use the QR codes : 
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St Michael’s Church     St Mary’s Church 

 

or alternatively you can pay direct to 

St Michaels Church; Sort Code 601727   A/c 27611272 

St Mary’s Church; Sort Code 601728   A/c 03428508 

We are incredibly grateful for any donations -thank you for your kind support and 
generosity 

 

God Bless 

 


