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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND 
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net 

Rector The Revd. Anna Moore, The Rectory, Old Reigate Road, Betchworth, RH3 
7DE (901860 or 07939 388607).  Email: 
rectorbetchworthandbuckland@gmail.com.  Normal work days: Sunday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9am to 4pm.  Day off: Saturday. 

Priest in 
Retirement 

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane, 
Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com 

Church- 
wardens 
 

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)  
(+ Bell Captain).  Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG (221444) 
(+ electoral register).  Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com  

Hon.  
Treasurer 

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY (841058).  
Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com  

Hon. Sec. Mrs Rosey Davy.  Email: roseydavy@gmail.com 

Organist  Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT (241355).  
Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com 

Safeguarding 
Officer 

Sally Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776).  
Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com  

Junior Church 
Reps 

Amy Jago (07971 085134). Email: amy.k.jago@gmail.com; and Sarah 
Munro (07771 427378). Email: sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk  

Magazine 
 - Editor  

 
Duncan Ferns, Yewdells, Dungates Lane, Buckland RH3 7BD (07786 
966841).  Email: fernsdc@gmail.com 

- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153).  Email: 
bernhawk@btinternet.com 

 - Advertising  Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY (845298).  
Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com 

Church  
Rotas    

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613).  Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161).  Other: 
Philip Haynes (842613) 

Churchyard  
Rose Beds 

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399).   Email: 
everettleeds@gmail.com 

Friends of St. 
Mary’s 
Churchyard 
Trust 

Secretary: Ianthe Cox, Buckland.  Email: ianthecox72@gmail.com  

Philip Haynes, Briarsmead, Old Rd, RH3 7DU (842186) 
Email: Philip.haynes@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:rev_davideaton@hotmail.com
mailto:amy.k.jago@gmail.com
mailto:sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk
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Being  Happy 
Revd. David Eaton 

 
Like many comedians Ken Dodd had a signature song. His was “Happiness” and it 
went like this: 
“Happiness, happiness the greatest gift that I possess 
I thank the Lord that I’ve been blessed 
With more than my share of happiness” 
 
By all accounts Ken was a man of faith so his thanks were genuine, he lived mod-
estly in the family home in Knotty Ash  in Liverpool and his act often went on long-
er than expected, because he overflowed with fun and happiness. But comedy has 
a darker side and underneath the laughter there can be a good deal of sadness and 
despair. In this comedy reflects life. We all want to be happy but we know only too 
well how bleak life can be at times. 
 
The pandemic has brought that out even more sharply. Many people have felt iso-
lated and alone and for them life has been both bleak and dark at times. They have 
felt it difficult to find the words to express what they feel and unsure whether they 
would want to say just what it’s been like, even if they could. The United Nations 
produces an annual World Happiness Report. Although this year it reports a 10% 
increase in day to day sadness and worry it also found that life satisfaction had 
remained on a par with previous years. Other surveys have found that some peo-
ple have been happier during the pandemic. 
 
In many ways what makes people happy isn’t hard to discover nor is it a secret 
known only to a few. There is unsurprisingly a link between happiness and money. 
This doesn’t mean money is the route to happiness but it is true that a lack of ade-
quate money to provide food and shelter will make most people unhappy. Howev-
er, once a certain standard of living has been reached more and more money 
doesn’t make you any more happy. 
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What the pandemic has shown is that it is often the simple things that make us 
happy. We have had more of these in lockdown, like time for walking or reading 
or relaxing as well as more time for ourselves and those we love. We have also 
seen how we have missed being with other people. We are gregarious by nature 
and being with others  makes us happier.  Genetics count when it comes to hap-
piness. If you come from a long line of ancestors who knew better than most 
how to be down in the mouth the road to a happy and fulfilling life is likely to be 
that much harder. For this reason sometimes professional help is needed when 
we struggle with our own unhappiness.  
 
I have been helped in all this by a new book by Meik Wiking published by Penguin 
called “Happy Moments”. When it comes to happiness Meik says “I wish there 
was a silver bullet, but that’s not the case. I think you will know a lot of the 
things I’m telling you: that your relationships matter, having a short commute 
and a fulfilling job matters, having enough money to get by matters.” It seems 
that being happy is in part  a  practical thing.   If you are unhappy the question to 
ask is what is It that is causing the block, what is that is the problem? By address-
ing this it may be possible to remove an obstacle in the way. So if loneliness 
brings you down can you find new and genuine friendship; if relationships are 
bad can they be mended; if money is in short supply can it be increased? These 
are not necessarily easy problems to solve but they focus our attention. We may 
need help to move forward so it is best not to try and go it alone. 
 
Being happy also has spiritual roots. Can faith play a part? A faith community 
which can encourage happiness will be a place where you can share and speak 
with others about how it is for you. Bottling things up makes us unhappy for 
sure. There will be trust of each other and a genuine sense of caring for one an-
other and the community you are a part of. 
 
In  secular culture there is the absence of any common shared narrative which  
might act as a light to show us the way and bring its own happiness. Faith can 
offer a way of understanding life and death with hope in your heart. We will 
know we are not alone in the world but that a loving God holds us and travels 
with us on life’s journey. Faith brings a narrative by which we interpret the lives 
we live. For Christians that narrative  is the life of Jesus.   Faith will also encour-
age reflection and taking time to pause and pray and be still, so that the pace of 
life sustains us, rather than having no time to breathe or recharge our batteries. 
We can’t be happy all the time but perhaps we can be happier more of the time. 

 
David Eaton 
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Church  Matters 

Date  

St Michael’s 

Betchworth 

  

  St Mary’s 

  Buckland 

6 June 
Trinty 1 

 9.30am  Zoom Service 
 
11am  Family Communion 

  9.30am  Zoom Service 
 
 

13 June 
Trinity 2 

9.30am Zoom Service 9.30am Zoom Service 

11am  Parish Communion 

20 June 
Trinity 3 

9.30am Zoom Service 

11am  Parish Communion 
& APCMs for 2020 & 2021 

9.30am Zoom Service 

 

27 June 
Trintiy 4 

9.30am Zoom Service 9.30am Zoom Service 

11am  Parish Communion 
followed by APCM for 2021 

4 July 
Trinity 5 

9.30am Zoom Service 9.30am Zoom Service 

 

CHURCH SERVICES—JUNE 

Sunday Services at St Mary’s and St Michael’s continue as previously.  In summary: 
11 am services alternating weeks at Buckland & Betchworth, with a Zoom/dial-in 
service option at 9.30am for those not yet ready to return to church.  Please note 
the invitation to input to the consultation on forthcoming changes from Septem-
ber—see page 7.      

Zoom Services will be provided LIVE at 9.30am each Sunday and can be joined by: 

ZOOM—Meeting ID 829 5282 9642 & Passcode 01737; or 

TELEPHONE— dialling 0203 481 5237 Meeting ID 829 5282 9642 & Passcode 01737 



 

6 June 2021 

Buckland St Mary’s will remain open from 10am to 4pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays 

and Sundays for private prayer and access to the Bookswop Scheme. 

Foodbank donations can be left in the basket in the Porch, which is collected 

each Thursday. 

ST MARY’s CHURCH ROTAS 

Date Service Leader Reader/Lesson Intercessions 

13 June Anna Moore Liz Vahey 
Psalm 20 

David Sayce 

27 June 
  

David Eaton Carol Leeds 
Psalm 13o 

Kerry Evans 

THE REGISTERS 
 

FUNERAL—Pamela Cornish, a former resident of Buckland, took place at St 
Mary’s on Friday 30 April 2021 followed by interment in the churchyard with her 
late husband Bryan.  We extend sincere sympathies to Pam’s family at this time.  

NEW PRINTERS 

The printers of Buckland Parish Magazine for many years has been Vincent Press 
in Dorking, and Mike Talbut & Ian Walder at Vincent Press have always dealt with 
our needs in an efficient and friendly manner.   As we went to press with the May 
issue, I was very sorry to hear that their company has gone into receivership due 
to the reduction of business in lockdown.   We would like to thank them for their 
services and wish them well for the future. 
 
I am pleased to say that Rob Barker, at Barkers Print Dorking, was happy to step 
in quickly and print the May issue on schedule.  Barkers print a number of local 
parish magazines, including the Betchworth Parish Magazine, and their 
quotation was comparable, so we hope to continue with them for the future. 

DF, Editor 
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COVER PICTURE 
The Ancient 14th Century Glass windows in our Church, of St Peter & St Paul.  

[The image can be viewed in colour on the website].  The cover picture is not a 
photograph, but an accurate painting that appears in the book, ‘Stained Glass in 

Surrey Churches’ by AV Peatling & FC Eeles, published in 1930.   
 

See also p23 for more details of St Peter & St Paul. 

CONSULTATION ON FUTURE CHURCH SERVICES 

We would like to ask for your views on the present number and time of regular 
Sunday services offered by both churches and what services you'd like to see in 
future.  At the moment during the present phased route out of lockdown, we 
have one live communion service at 11 am each Sunday alternating between both 
and include a family friendly Eucharist service on the first Sunday of the 
month.  This pattern will continue until September when we hope we can hold 
unrestricted services.   
 
Given that we have limited resources, the principal one being that Anna is only 
part time, we are interested to hear what services would you like offered in the 
post Covid world.  
 
1   Should the alternating nature of the main service continue, given that we are a 
United Benefice – Is 11am convenient or should the time change? 
 
2   Are there other services which you have attended that you would like to see 
introduced or re-introduced. 
 
3   Any other comments and suggestions that would help us plan for the 
community which we the churches serve. 
 
We would really value your views on what you want for your church.  Please reply 
by completing the simple questionnaire form which is in church or emailing 
directly to the Rector's email address: 
 
rectorbetchworthandbuckland@gmail.com 

Thank you 
Revd. Anna and the churchwardens 

mailto:buckland@gmail.com
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ST MARY’S CHURCHYARD AND CHURCH FABRIC TRUST 
For all time and for everyone 

 
Who will care for my grave when I am gone?  This is a question on which older 
folk may, (or may not), occasionally  reflect.  But at Buckland we are privileged to 
have the answer; The St Mary’s Churchyard and Church Fabric Trust exists to care 
for the graveyard and all its graves. 
 
It was founded and endowed as a charitable trust by Terence Sanders in 1983, 
two years before he died. His aim was to guarantee that everybody’s   graves, 
both past and future, would be maintained to a minimum standard and that 
visitors from families who had moved away should always expect to find their 
forbears’ graves in a churchyard looking as neat and well- kept as ever. 
 
He was not concerned that his own family would move away, after 367 years in 
Buckland. He was more worried that the Church itself might be closed, this at a 
time when the Diocese was actively selling the Village School and The Rectory.  
 
The Trust has stood the test of time; it was designed to last forever. All 
donations are added to the capital fund which is sacrosanct and it is the income 
from that fund which maintains your churchyard as best it can. As and when 
there is sufficient income, contributions can also be made to the maintenance of 
the church fabric. The trust fund currently has investments of about £65,000 
producing an annual income of about £2700. In these days of low interest rates 
this is barely enough to keep up with costs. The trustees’ current aim is to 
increase the fund to at least £85000 over the next two to three years with an 
annual income of £3000.  There are no overheads. 
 
Terence Sanders had a deep sense of roots. If you share this feeling of belonging 
why not download a leaflet from the parish website, (or pick one up from the 
Church porch when normal service is resumed). This explains how you can help 
to perpetuate his vision by the simple and generous act of making a donation or 
remembering the The Trust in your will. Or you can contact the Treasurer, Philip 
Haynes, (philip.haynes@tiscali.co.uk) 
 

Ninian Sanders 
Chairman of the Trustees 

  

mailto:philip.haynes@tiscali.co.uk
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VOLUNTEER REQUIRED  
 'LIGHT TOUCH' WEDDING CO-ORDINATOR 

 
Most readers will be aware that Anna, our Reverend has two churches to run and 
is only employed part-time 3 days per week, including Sunday... and due to cost 
saving necessities, we no longer have a paid administrator role. 
 
We are therefore hoping to fill a new volunteer role for someone to assist Revd. 
Anna with Wedding enquiries and to ensure things are properly planned for each 
wedding couple, from the Church's perspective.   The role would include sending 
couples our information pack, showing them the church, arranging bookings with 
the Rector, bellringers, choir, explaining the logistics (reading of the banns, access 
for flowers, meeting the Rector, guest parking, etc).    It would initially be for St 
Mary's Buckland but maybe expanded to St Michael's Betchworth if the candidate 
is interested.    
 
We normally have only a handful of weddings each year, so the tasks are not too 
onerous and it is fun to work with couples ready to tie the knot.  In the first 
instance, please call Revd Anna Moore for a chat about the role, on 07939 388607. 

EVENTS  

Local Groups still cannot meet in our village halls (Covid restrictions), but an 
outdoor play, guided walk and Open Days are face-to-face opportunities to meet 
up again: 
 
29/30 May   10am-4pm   Brockham Bowls Club Open days (p35) 

8 June 7pm                        ‘Twelfth Night’ - outdoor play at Red Lion, Buckland (p30) 

16 June 10am-12.30pm     U3A Art Masterclass with Jake Winkle—ZOOM (p34) 

19 June   10am-4pm         Brockham Bowls Club Open day (p35) 

20 June 2pm                      Betchworth Castle Guided Walk (p20) 

21 June, Mon 2.30pm       Arts Society -— Lecture on Cathedrals—ZOOM (p33) 
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Buckland Matters 

Buckland Pond needs YOU !   
- to join volunteer work parties this summer 

 
Due to Covid 19 access restrictions in 2020, together with lower rainfall than 
usual in spring 2021, has allowed excess vegetation to spread in our pond.  The 
lower than usual pond water levels creates an opportunity to enable volunteers 
to work safely on practical tasks removing the plant growth, ensuring the village 
pond and green continue to thrive and remain the focal point in Buckland. 

The unusually heavy cover of vegetation in the pond this spring 
 
Whilst, we benefit from the supervision and support from the Reigate 
Conservation Group led by Simon Elson, we need local neighbours and Buckland 
residents to help by signing up to contribute to the planned pond days on 

• Sunday 15th August – starting at 10 am 

• Tuesday 24th August – starting at 10 am 

• Sunday 26th September – starting 10 am. 
 
Please don’t rely on others to maintain our beautiful village pond and green, but 
offer your services by simply emailing Cllr.horden@bucklandsurrey.net  with 
your preferred date and name. 
 
There are numerous ways in how you can help the ongoing pond and green 
restoration that don’t involve entering the pond, so please don’t be put off and 
volunteer your services today.  See you later this year ! 
 

Alan Horden,  Buckland Parish Councillor 

mailto:Cllr.horden@bucklandsurrey.net
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

Are you happy with the speed of your broadband service? 

A government consultation is currently gathering 
consumers’ views and experiences of broadband 
connectivity in rural and remote areas of the UK.  If you are 
finding it difficult to sign up for a faster broadband service, 
you are encouraged to respond.  Visit www.gov.uk and key 
“hard to reach” or visit the parish news page of the village 
website a click the link.  The consultation closes on 11th 
June 2021. 

Disturbed sleep  

The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 4th May include several 
updates secured from Surrey Highways, including the following response that 
relates to the increased use of the A25 Reigate Road as the SCC Highways 
“chosen diversion route” when Highways England undertakes work on the M25:  

“SCC and Highways  have pre-agreed ‘Emergency’ diversion routes for the M25.  
These routes have been established several years ago and are utilised in cases of full 
motorway emergency closure. (No diversion routes are used for Motorway Lane 
closures – only full directional closures.)   

These routes are also usually used for planned works as we know that the Surrey 
roads in question are suitable for all diverted motorway traffic. Whilst there is no J8
-J9 emergency diversion route there is a J8-J10 route (and reverse) ; A217 (north), 
A240, A24, A3.   

However there is a ‘low’ bridge on the A3 at Tolworth (4.6m) on the Transport for 
London (TfL) Road Network on this diversion route and recently TfL have been 
expressing concerns to Highways England about use of this diversion route due to 
concerns over high sided vehicles being diverted onto this route. (such Larger 
vehicles have become more prevalent over recent years).  

This may explain why the alternate diversion route J8-J9 (A217 (south), A25, A24, 
A243 has been used more recently for planned motorway diversions. This route is 
legally suitable for all diverted motorway traffic (i.e. there is no height or weight 
restrictions along the route which prevent it’s use for all motorway vehicles) and as 
such Surrey Officers have agreed to its use.  

However Surrey Officers recognise the concerns raised by the residents of Buckland 
and will continue to work with both Highways England and TfL with a view to 
utilising the formally pre-agreed J8-J10 route whenever possible for planned 

http://www.gov.uk
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motorway closures/diversions.”   

If you feel your wellbeing is adversely impacted by night time noise when the A25 
Reigate Road is used as a diversion route you are encouraged to express your 
concern to Helyn Clack, your Surrey County Councillor.  The SCC website provides 
the following contact details for Helyn : email helyn.clack@surreycc.gov.uk, write 
to Beenleigh, Russ Hill, Charlwood 
Horley, Surrey, RH6 0EL or call 01293 862221.  

Parish Council Minutes 

Draft Minutes for the meeting held on 4th May are available to download from 
the Parish Council Meetings page on the village website and a copy is currently 
displayed on the notice board opposite our village shop.  

Sheena Boyce     email: parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net 

DOG WALKERS IN BUCKLAND 
 

Recently there have been a number of incidents involving livestock and dogs, on 
the section of the Greensand Way which passes through private farmland from 
Dungates Lane to the Bridleway to the west.    
 
It has been necessary to place signs on the gates advising dog walkers to keep 
their dogs on the lead if livestock are in the field.   In a recent incident, a dog 
chase one of the cattle into a corner, close to the gate near Juniper Cottage.  The 
animal was so terrified that it attempted to jump the high fence in to the Cottage 
garden.  It became entangled with the fence, but fortunately on this occasion the 
animal was not hurt, though the fence was damaged, for the second time in in a 
matter of weeks. 
 
Please be mindful of the livestock as terrified cattle are not just a danged to 
themselves but also to dogs and walkers. 

Chris Weston 
 
It can be added that horses are also vulnerable to dog fright.  In fields of arable 
crops in Buckland, we have ground-nesting birds such as skylarks;   and ground-
feeding pheasants & partidges, which are disturbed and sometimes killed  by dogs 
that are given the run of the field by their owners.   Please respect countryside rules:  
keep dogs on public rights of way and only let them loose if you are certain that you 
are in a field of grass pasture with no livestock.                                                                                                                                         

DF, Editor 
 

mailto:helyn.clack@surreycc.gov.uk
mailto:parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net
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1. A very young lady from Maidstone  
Seemed glued to her precious new phone  
Till a text from her Beau  
Brought woe upon woe  
As even the mobile on loan.  
Margaret Drury  
 
2. There was a young singer from Hever  
Who sang like a bit of a diva  
For her voice was too croupy  
Sending her audience loopy  
Even some coming down like a fever.  
Maureen May  
 
3. There was a young fellow from Deal  
Who cycled about on one wheel.  
He fell flat on his face -  
Oh what a disgrace  
And everyone knew how he’d feel.  
Elizabeth Holmes  
 
4. Percy, who now lives down in Brighton  
Is not a man whom you can frighten  
He says “The spelling doesn't matter,  
It’s nothing more than idle chatter,  
not paper like the stuff you write on”.  
Veronica Compton  
 
 
 

5. A friendly lady from Margate  
Considering whether to relocate  
Decided on Surrey  
But left in a hurry  
After greeting some people in Reigate.  
Veronica Burville,  
a tribute to Surrey people's reputation  
for hardly speaking to anybody  

 
6. A short-sighted sportsman from Deal 
Shot a bird which he thought was a teal, 
Or maybe a widgeon  
Or even a pigeon;  
But whichever, it made a good meal.  
Roger Daniell  
 
7. A keen whistle-blower from Deal Said: 
“Believe me, I know how you feel,  
But I saw you in town  
During total lockdown,  
And this I feel bound to reveal.”  
Alexandra Daniell  
 
8. There was a foolish young man from 
Herne Bay  
Who, to a dare, could never say "Nay"  
He leapt from the pier  
Without any fear  
But the strong tide washed him away.  
Bob Morss  

 LIMERICKITIS SWEEPS BUCKLAND ! 
BUCKLAND’S MONTHLY LIMERICK COMPETITION 

Thank you for your entries... 

The competition is hotting up!   This month we publish all entries for your 

amusement. 
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 9. An aspiring young dancer from Hythe,  
Could gyrate and wriggle and writhe,  
'Swan Lake' was her hope,  
But the promoter said “Nope,  
A nightclub’s more fitting for one so lithe”.  
George Gillispie  
 
10. A studious young girl from Faversham 
Was obsessed with Pip and Miss Havisham. 
“Why the Dickens is that?”,  
Raved her ma, an old bat,  
And sent her to school in Caversham.  
Chloe Stone  
 
11. A man in Tunbridge Wells  
Makes money from all he sells  
A lady came to trade  
And found she wasn’t paid  
So now he’s landed in cells.  
Margaret Drury  
 
12 When the pilgrims arrived in Canterbury 
Their first thought was to make Merry  
The upshot was  
they slept through the service  
The irate bishop declared  
they were proving less than earnest.  
Diane Stevens  
 
13 A Locked-down young lady in Hever  
Couldn’t bear any more ‘cabin fever’.  
So she rang neighbours’ bells,  
With pleadings and yells,  
But, alas, none of them could receive her.  
Liz Woodhouse  
 
14. I once bought a car in Deal  
The price was so good, it was a steal  
But it didn’t last long  
It soon went wrong  
On the A2 I lost a wheel.  
Eveline O'Dwyer  

15. An idle hop grower from Dover  
Considered himself quite the rover.  
He walked from his oast,  
due south to the coast,  
And was glad when his trek was soon over.  
Tony O'Gorman  
 
16. Gregory sent Augustine to Canterb’ry  
Ethelbert the king made him welcome  
“ I believe every word that you say  
Please baptise me without delay.  
Prayer has become my custom”.  
David Eaton  
 
17. An adventurous young man from Dover,  
Fancied being a globe-trotting rover.  
He went to the dock,  
But the sign was a shock.  
“No ships until Covid is over”.  
Trevor Cooke 
  
RESULTS 
Winner No. 7 (Alexandra Daniell)  
Runner-up No. 6 (Roger Daniell)  
Highly Commended: No. 10 (Chloe Stone) 
 
Certificates will be on their way shortly, as 
will a £10 Buckland Deli gift voucher for the 
winner.   If you look through the entries to 
this competition over the last few months, 
you will see that the winning entries are of-
ten those which (more or less) scan and 
rhyme. Not entirely a coincidence. 

THIS MONTHS COMPETITION 
The June Competition is similar to the May 
one, save that the last word in the first line 
must be a place in BERKSHIRE. Entries 
(maximum one per person) to 
rwheen@hotmail.com by 10th June 2021.  

 
Richard Wheen 

mailto:rwheen@hotmail.com
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Puzzle Page 

Grade: Medium.  

Solution on p.34 

 

Solution on p.34 

BRIDGE PROBLEM 

In this problem South is on lead with in n0- trumps.   How are North/South to 

make 5 tricks against any defence? 

North 

  - 

  A 10  2 

  A  10  2 

  - 

South 

  - 

  K  J  4  3 

  4  3 

  - 

East 

  - 

  5 

  K  J  8  7  6 

  - 

West 

  - 

  Q  9  8  7  6 

  Q  

  - 

SUDOKU 
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Features 

I’ve got an occasional table 
there it is over there 
you can tell its an occasional table 
Today’s its’ day off, its’ a chair 
 
I’ve got an occasional table 
I can’t seem to get it to settle 
its all been a bit unexpected 
I thought I was buyin’ a kettle 
 
I took it upstairs on the bus 
I always get the bus back from town 
It was then it turned into a wardrobe 
it took six of us to get it back down 
 
I’ve got an occasional table 
but some of the time I’ve not 
I always rush mi dinner 
you never know how long you’ve got 
 
I think I might have another 
Excuse the element of doubt 
its the kind of occasional table  
that’s only in when you’re out 
 

I thought if I had two they might breed 
I really quite fancy a set 
But with em both being’ occasional 
I don’t think they’ve actually met 
 
I’ve got some occasional tables 
I’m never quite sure where they are 
I’d quite like to have settee 
But so far they’ve not gone sofa 
 
I think therefore I am 
All I believe stems from this 
Except my occasional table 
Which only occasionally is  
 
Perhaps there’s a parallel universe 
where they all go to live quite a lot 
where they’re called usual tables 
and only occasionally, are not 
 
An infinite number of occasional tables 
would ensure that there’s always one 
there 
I’ve got an occasional table 
Look, here it is, its a chair. 

The Les Barker Poem   
(www.mrsackroyd.com) 

 

OCCASIONAL TABLES 
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GARDENING NOTES—JUNE 

Bright skies and colour from dawn until dusk  
 
The cool spring we have just experienced led to a prolonged display of daffodils, 
tulips and bluebells. Unlike many softer plants, spring bulbs mostly shrug off 
frosts, snow and rain and delight us until warmer and sunnier weather arrives. 
From now on, we can enjoy the delights of early morning sunshine and, if you are 
fortunate enough to have plenty of trees around, the cacophony of the dawn 
chorus. At the end of the day, the winding down of the garden as the sun sets is 
almost palpable. Treat your garden to a birdbath and allow an area to “go wild” 
to encourage even more wildlife to your special space.   
 
We are now into June and the risk of cold and frosty nights has passed. 
Gardeners can now throw caution to the wind and treat tender specimens to a 
dose of summer sun outside. Be adventurous with citrus, and delight in the 
heady scent of their blossom.  Experiment with exotic canna lilies, and dream of 
continental holidays with bougainvillea and mandevilla. On a sunny patio, these 
will thrive with a regular dose of liquid feed. Surround yourself with climbing 
jasmine and passionflower, which are hardier and will revive year after year.  
 
There’s still time to throw some flower seeds into a spare space to colour up later 
this year. Alternatively, bedding plants will give you an instant quick fix from now 
until late summer; perennial cottage garden plants will not only flower this year, 
but also come back bigger and better year after year.  
 
With so much vegetation around from grass cuttings to dead-headed flowers, 
utilize a compost bin; assorted layers including uncooked vegetable and fruit 
waste will speed up the process, as will giving it an occasional dousing to keep it 
moist. Your beds and borders will benefit from this rotted-down mulch next year.  
 

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries 

We might think we are nurturing our  

garden.  But of course it’s our garden 

that is really nurturing us 

Jenny Uglow (Author, living in Kent) 
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Across 
1  Military tactic used by 
Joshua to attack and destroy 
the city of Ai (Joshua 8:2) (6) 
4  Place of learning (6)  
8  ‘When Moses’ hands grew 
— , they took a stone and 
put it under him and he sat 
on it’ (Exodus 17:12) (5)  
9  Unpleasant auguries of 
the end of the age, as 
forecast by Jesus (Matthew 
24:7) (7)  
10 Stronghold to which girls 
in King Xerxes’ harem 
(including Esther) were 
taken (Esther 2:8) (7)  
11 Where Saul went to 
consult a medium before 
fighting the Philistines (1 
Samuel 28:7) (5)  
12 Propitiation (Hebrews 
2:17) (9) 
17 Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15) 
(5)  
19 So clear (anag.) (7)  
21 ‘I have just got — , so I 
can’t come’: one excuse to 
be absent from the great 
banquet (Luke 14:20) (7)  
22 Long weapon with a 
pointed head used by 
horsemen (Job 39:23) (5)  
23 Musical beat (6)  
24 What the Israelites were 
told to use to daub blood on 
their door-frames at the first 
Passover (Exodus 12:22) (6) 
 

Down 
1  Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)  
2  Art bite (anag.) (7)  
3  ‘The people of the city 
were divided; some — with 
the Jews, others with the 
apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)  
5  Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) 
(7)  
6  Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)  
7  Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) 
(6)  
9  ‘You love evil rather than 
good, — rather than 
speaking the truth’ (Psalm 
52:3) (9)  
13 Large flightless bird (Job 
39:13) (7)  

14 They were worth several 
hundred pounds each 
(Matthew 25:15) (7)  
15 ‘A — went out to sow his 
seed’ (Matthew 13:3) (6)  
16 How Jesus described 
Jairus’s daughter when he 
went into the room where 
she lay (Mark 5:39) (6)  
18 The part of the day when 
the women went to the 
tomb on the first Easter 
morning (John 20:1) (5)  
20 Narrow passageway 
between buildings (Luke 
14:21) (5) 

CROSSWORD   Solution p.34 
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MOT Testing 

Station 
 

 

Repairs & Servicing 

to all makes 
 

 

Reigate Road 
Buckland, 

Near Reigate 
 

01737 
242766 

SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS 
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists 

 

35 years experience, Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

 

Domestic, commercial and listed 
buildings, new builds 

 

Lime Mortar, Stonework,  
Crack Stitching 

 

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork 
pointing undertaken by traditional 

brickwork pointers 
 

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,  
Church Street, Betchworth 

01737 844364 or 07821 614909 
Email:  markgilbert@live.com;   
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk 

mailto:markgilbert@live.com
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Tel:  07760 852540 
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S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

•  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

•  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

•  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

•  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

•  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  

 

 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

• GRASSCUTTING 

• HEDGE CUTTING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCE 

• SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 
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Zoe 

Open: 10am till 5pm Tuesday to Friday 
10am till 1pm Saturday 

 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 
TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

Myra V. Baston 
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST 

 

Chartered Physiotherapist 
Craniosacral Therapist 

 
15a Dene Street, Dorking  RH4 2DB 

Tel:  01306 889680 

 

Josh Flynn 
Gardening Maintenance 

 

Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery 
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control 

 
Tel:  01737 202179 
Mob: 07920 715779 
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Payroll—VAT—Tax Returns 
Local to Betchworth 

 
Call:  01737 652852 

Email:  info@a4cgroup.co.uk 

 
Surrey Mole & Wasp         

Control 
 

Professional Pest control 
Service      

Fully Qualified, Fully Insured     
Tel: 01737 844 364 
Mob: 07821 614909  
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 

www.viviencresswell.co.uk 
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Based in Redhill, we offer cloud accounting set-up and 
training, coaching and advice for new start-ups 

  and established businesses. Guiding you through the maze 
of accounting  and tax compliance.  

Helping you realise your dreams 
 

Contact: Stuart Cooper: 0771073676 
enquiries@scbc.uk.net/ www.scbc.uk.net 

mailto:enquiries@scbc.uk.net
http://www.scbc.uk.net
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12 
Sylvia Thompson  

& 
Peter Luling 

 

THE INSCRIPTION 

Sylvia Luling (Author Sylvia Thompson) 
1902-1968 

Also Peter Luling (Theodore Dunham  
Peter Luling) 1902-1978 interred nearby.  

Remembered with love by children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren 

 
Plot 308 

(Buckland MI Report) 

Sylvia Thompson was born in Scotland 
in 1902 and raised in Lyndhurst, Hamp-
shire, England, in an upper-class family. 
She was well educated at Cheltenham, 
then entered Somerville College in Ox-
ford.  
 
Drawn to writing at an early age, at 16 
she published her first novel, Rough 
Crossing (1918), the story of a 
‘flapper’—a confident, independent 
woman who lived dangerously, being 
outrageous and immoral.   A Lady in 
Green Gloves appeared in 1924, the year 
after Thompson left Somerville with-
out finishing a degree. Her third novel, 
The Hounds of Spring (1926), about a 
young woman whose fiancé turns up 
after being declared missing and pre-

sumably dead during World War I, 
was a bestseller. After its appearance, 
Thompson was confirmed as a new 
literary talent, although her works 
were written solely as entertaining 
escapism concerned with the private 
lives of the British elite1. 
 
In 1926, in Oxford, Sylvia married an 
American artist, ‘Theodore Dunham 
Peter Luling’- known as Peter.  They 
had three daughters.  The first, Rose-
mary, became a distinguished writer 
and theologian, married Edward Al-
gernon Haughton, and had 10 chil-
dren—one of which is Benet Haugh-
ton2, an artist who works in Edin-
burgh3.    The youngest daughter, 
Virginia Luling (1939-2013), became an 
anthropologist and expert on clan 
provenance in Somalia.4 

 
Sylvia and Peter lived for a time in 
Venice, but returned to England 
shortly before World War II. Thomp-
son had published new novels every 
year or two until the war. Her works 
were consistently popular with British 
readers and were praised by many 
critics for her characterizations and 

https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/modern-europe/wars-and-battles/world-war-i
https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/modern-europe/wars-and-battles/world-war-ii
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Peter Luling print—British Museum Collection  
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did attempt a deeper commentary on 
the English class system, but the follow-
ing work, A Silver Rattle (1935), returned 
to escapist plot formula as did most of 
her remaining books and her one play, 
Golden Arrow (1935). Written with Vic-
tor Cunard, the play was performed at 
London's Whitehall Theater, starring 
Greer Garson and Laurence Olivier. 
Thompson wrote only two new works 
after 1945, instead concentrating on 
raising her family.  
 
Her husband, Peter Luling was born to 
wealthy parents in New York.  His fa-
ther, Theodore Dunham Luling, worked 
for the Banking firm ‘Fifth Avenue 
Trust’ in 1898, and was also a Director 
of his father-in-law’s company, James H 

Dunham & Co.  They purchased a house 
in 1900 at 118 East 70th St in Downtown 
New York.   It was an old, narrow 5-
storey ‘brownstone’ house that needed 
major redesign and rebuilding.  This 
rebuilding was completed as their son, 
known as Peter Luling, was born in 
1902.   It is still known as ‘The Luling 
House’.5 

 

Peter’s parents also had a summer villa 
at Stockbridge, Massachusetts.  Both 
Peter’s parents led charitable works for 
the education of black children in New 
York—rather groundbreaking at the 
time.  Their  New York house was sold 
in 1910 to the Kellogg family—and in 
2005 it was purchased by the film direc-
tor, Woody Allen for $22m.  Soon after 
the house was the subject of a feature 
in Architectural Digest.6 

 
Peter Luling was a distinguished profes-
sional artist, specializing in wood-
engraving  and linocut work.  He has 4 
works in the catalogue of the British 
Museum—one of which is opposite, 
and  in The Met, New York. 
 
From 1948-1953 the family lived at 46 
Upper Cheyne Row on Tite St in Chelsea 
SW3.     
 
In June 1953 Peter and Sylvia Luling pur-
chased  Heath Farm, Reigate Heath, 
Buckland.  This house had been owned  
and occupied by the ‘Lord of the 
Manor’ of Buckland Estate, Robert Mas-
sey Dawson Sanders—the grandfather 
of Adrian Sanders.  Peter Luling paid 

https://www.encyclopedia.com/women/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/garson-greer-1904-1996
https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/literature-and-arts/film-and-television-biographies/laurence-olivier
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surrounding 1.5 acre plot.7 

 
After Sylvia’s death in 1968, Peter lived 
on at Heath Farm until his own death in 
1978.    Thanks to the current owner of 
Heath Farm, Susan Medcalf, who knew 
members of the Luling family, for help-
ful comments on this article. 
 
Appendix: 
Sylvia Thompsons published books: 

Rough Crossing (1918) 
A Lady in Green Gloves (1924) 
The Hounds of Spring (1926) 
Battle of the Horizons (1928) 
Chariot Wheels (1929) 
Portrait by Caroline (1931) 
Summer’s Night (1932) 
Unfinished Symphony (1933) 
Breakfast in Bed (1934) 
A Silver Rattle (1935) 
Golden Arrow (Play, 1935) 

Third Act in Venice (1936) 
Recapture the Moon (1937) 
The Adventure of Christopher Columin (1939) 
The Gulls Fly Inland (1941) 
The People Opposite (1948) 
The Candle’s Glory (1953). 

References: 
1 Wikipedia: Sylvia Thompson 
2 Peerage.com 
3 Artist: benethaughton.co.uk 
4 https://www.survivalinternational.org/
articles/3260-virginia-luling 
5 Miller 2018, The 1901 Theodorre Luling House.  
http://daytoninmanhattan. 
blogspot.com  
6  Architectural Digest, November 2008. Tour 
Woody Allen's English Country–Style Manhat-
tan Townhouse  
7   Conveyance of Sale Heath Farm 1953 (BEA) 

THE MAGAZINE 60 YEARS AGO –at rest 
PAST LIVES—nominations please 

 
The reflection on what happened in Buckland 60 years ago, or even 30 years ago, 
has been extracted from old Parish Magazines for many years by Richard Wheen - 
a tradition that I took over when I became editor.  However, many of the old 
magazines have just a few pages of on Buckland, and I usually struggle to convert 
these snippets to an interesting read.  I have therefore taken the decision to stop 
this column for a while.     
 
The ‘Past Lives’ series about the lives of some people buried in Buckland has re-
ceived some good feedback and for some while longer, this will continue.   I wel-
come nominations for future subjects to research, for those who know of people 
with memorials in Buckland, who had interesting lives and/or contributed to 
Buckland’s community. 

DF, Editor 
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SAINTs OF THE MONTH 
ST PETER & ST PAUL’s DAY—29 JUNE 

 
Our cover picture shows the 14th Century stained glass of St Peter & St Paul in our 

Buckland Church 

 
The two most famous apostles are remembered this month, for they share a 
feast day. 
 
St Peter (d. c. 64AD), originally called Simon, was a married fisherman from Beth-
saida, near the Sea of Galilee. He met Jesus through his brother, Andrew. Jesus 
gave him the name of Cephas (Peter) which means rock. Peter is always named 
first in the list of apostles. He was one of the three apostles who were privileged 
to witness the Transfiguration, the raising of the daughter of Jairus, and the Ag-
ony in the Garden.   
 
When Peter made his famous confession of faith, that Jesus was the Christ, Je-
sus recognised it as being the result of a revelation from the Father. He in turn 
told Peter that he would be the rock on which His Church would be built, that 
the ‘gates of hell’ would never prevail against it. Peter and the apostles would 
have the power of ‘binding and loosing’, but Peter would be personally given 
‘the keys of the kingdom of heaven’.  Jesus also forewarned Peter of his betrayal 
and subsequent strengthening of the other apostles.  After His Resurrection, 
Jesus appeared to Peter before the other apostles, and later entrusted him with 
the mission to feed both the lambs and the sheep of Christ’s flock. 
 
Peter played a big part in the early Church, and he is mentioned many times in 
the Book of Acts, where in the early chapters he organised the choice of Judas’ 
successor, preached with stirring authority at Pentecost; and was the very first 
apostle to work a miracle. Peter went on to defend the apostles’ right to teach 
at the Sanhedrin, and to condemn Ananias and Sapphira. It was Peter who first 
realised that Christianity was also for the Gentiles, after his meeting with Cor-
nelius. Later he took a prominent part in the council at Jerusalem and went on to 
clash with St Paul at Antioch for hesitating about eating with Gentiles. 
 
Early tradition links Peter with an apostolate and martyrdom at Rome. The New 
Testament does not tell us either way, but Peter being in Rome would make 
sense, especially as Peter’s first epistle refers to ‘Babylon’, which was usually 
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 identified with Rome. Peter’s presence in Rome is mentioned by early church 
fathers such as Clement of Rome and Irenaeus. Tradition also tells us that Peter 
suffered under Nero and was crucified head-downwards. There is no conclusive 
proof either way that St Peter’s relics are at the Vatican, but it is significant that 
Rome is the only city that ever claimed to be Peter’s place of death. 
St Peter was a major influence on Mark when writing his gospel, and the First 
Epistle of Peter was very probably his. (Many scholars believe that the Second 
Epistle was written at a later date.) 

From very early times Peter was invoked by Christians as a universal saint. He was 
the heavenly door-keeper, the patron of the Church and the papacy, a saint both 
powerful and accessible. 

In England there were important dedications to Peter from early times: monas-
teries such as Canterbury, Glastonbury, Malmesbury, Peterborough, Lindisfarne, 
Whitby, Wearmouth, and especially Westminster. Cathedrals were named after 
him, too: York, Lichfield, Worcester and Selsey. In all, it has been calculated that 
1,129 pre-Reformation churches were dedicated to St Peter, and another 283 to 
SS Peter and Paul together.   

Images of Peter are innumerable, but his portraiture remains curiously the same: 
a man with a square face, a bald or tonsured head, and a short square, curly 
beard. Not surprisingly, his chief emblem is a set of keys, sometimes along with a 
ship or fish. 

 

St Paul, apostle to the Gentiles 

Like Peter, Paul (d. c. 65) also started life with another name: Saul. This great 
apostle to the Gentiles was a Jew born in Tarsus and brought up by Gamaliel as a 
Pharisee.  o keen was he to defend the god of his fathers that he became a perse-
cutor of Christianity, and even took part in the stoning of Stephen. He hunted 
Christians down and imprisoned them, and it was while on his way to persecute 
more Christians in Damascus that he was suddenly given his vision of Christ.   

It was the decisive moment of Paul’s life – Paul suddenly realised that Jesus was 
truly the Messiah, and the Son of God, and that He was calling Paul to bring the 
Christian faith to the Gentiles. Paul was then healed of his temporary blindness, 
baptised, and retired to Arabia for about three years of prayer and solitude, be-
fore returning to Damascus. 

From then on Paul seems to have lived a life full of hazard and hardship. He made 
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many Jewish enemies, who stoned him, and wanted to kill him.Nevertheless, 
Paul made three great missionary journeys, first to Cyprus, then to Asia Minor 
and eastern Greece, and lastly to Ephesus, where he wrote 1 Corinthians, then to 
Macedonia and Achaia, where he wrote Romans, before returning to Jerusalem.   

After stonings, beatings and imprisonment in Jerusalem he was sent to Rome 
for trial as a Roman citizen. On the way he was shipwrecked at Malta; when he 
finally reached Rome he was put under house-arrest for two years, during which 
time he wrote the four ‘captivity’ epistles. Later Paul may have revisited Ephesus 
and even have reached Spain.  Tradition tells he was eventually martyred at 
Rome during the persecution of Nero, being beheaded (as a Roman citizen) at 
Tre Fontane and buried where the basilica of St Paul ‘outside the walls’ now 
stands.   

The belief that Peter and Paul died on the same day was caused by their sharing 
the same feast day. 

Paul was not only a tireless missionary, but a great thinker. His epistles played a 
major part in the later development of Christian theology. Paul’s key ideas in-
clude that Redemption is only through faith in Christ, who abrogated the old 
Law and began the era of the Spirit; that Christ is not just the Messiah, but the 
eternal, pre-existent Son of God, exalted after the Resurrection to God’s right-
hand; that the Church is the (mystical) body of Christ; that the believers live in 
Christ and will eventually be transformed by the final resurrection.   

It is difficult to overemphasise the influence of Paul on Christian thought and 
history:  he had a major effect on Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Luther, Calvin and 
others. In art, Paul is depicted as small in stature, bald and bandy-legged, with a 
long face, long nose and eyebrows meeting over deep-set eyes. His usual em-
blems are a sword and a book.  In England he was never as popular as St Peter, 
and ancient English churches dedicated to him alone number only 43.   

The history of the relics of Peter and Paul is not very clear. Tradition says that 
Peter was buried at the Vatican and Paul on the Ostian Way under his basilica. 
Certainly, both apostles were venerated from very early times both in the Litur-
gy and in private prayers, as testified by Greek and Latin graffiti in the catacombs 
of the early 3rd century. 
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL 

 On getting to church at a social distance 

 
 
The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 
Since your parishioners mostly live in an area of half a square 
mile, where their only concern in getting to church is whether to take the 
underpass, or to risk a dash across the ring road, you may have little 
understanding of the problems our folk have in travelling our long country lanes 
to church, especially as we are keeping our social distance from each other. 
 
Several parishioners have decided that they can’t possibly share cars even with 
their own spouses, as in their 15-room homes they have successfully (and in some 
cases, happily) avoided each other for months. So the lane outside the church 
has filled up each week with Mercedes nudging Audis, and Land Rovers easing in 
between Bentleys.   
 
Others arrive on horseback. But they are careless about leaving their horses to 
graze in the churchyard, and I have had to remind them twice that flowers in 
memorial vases are not fodder. The horses do help to keep the grass down, but 
unfortunately our verger now objects to standing outside during Mattins, 
holding the reins of half a dozen horses. He says it is not part of his job 
description, which only confirms my view that there is entirely too much fuss 
these days about having job descriptions at all. 
 
Major Crompton’s devotion to his new sit-on lawnmower has inspired him to 
travel to church on it. Since he is unable to uncouple the mowing apparatus, the 
tarmac on his two-mile drive is acquiring interesting patterns. His drive at two 
miles per hour along narrow lanes means he arrives leading a procession of cars 
with drivers given the opportunity to exercise the Christian virtue of patience.  
 
Mrs Pendleton, on the other hand, leads a small but select group from the 
Mothers’ Union who are all keen cyclists. They all arrive on a whoosh of fresh air, 
their hair in total disarray, but with pink cheeks glowing with health. Nobody in 
church minds sitting near them, as anyone who can manage to peddle an old 
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three-gear bicycle up the hill to our church is most unlikely to be sickening for 
anything. 
 
Finally, of course, the majority arrive on foot, having negotiated fields, stiles and 
assorted cattle on the way. The countryside may well praise God, but one does 
wish they wouldn’t bring quite so much of it into church.  
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland 
 

June is a beautiful month when your gardens will 
look their finest.  Roses are at their best, whilst 
Clematis and Philadelphus show off their flowering 
prowess and Astomeria and Iris stand proud.  The 
weather is improving in leaps and bounds now and 
getting warmer.  The frosts are declining and 
almost gone so tender plants can be placed outside. 
                 
Now is the time to get on with those jobs that have been waiting.  As the plants 
start to flourish so do the weeds.  Lawns will need mowing only once a week as 
growing slows down.  You may wish to leave a part of your lawn dormant to let 
the insects  and wild flowers establish themselves.   The warmer weather wakes 
up the insect and bee activity in your garden.   
  
The Society’s thoughts have begun to focus on the Autumn Show and 
preparations are underway.   It has yet to be finally decided if we will hold a 
‘virtual’ show as before or be able to have the actual show, restrictions 
permitting.   Discussions are ongoing at present and the Members will be 
informed of more details over the coming months. 
                     

Jane Siegal 

Societies & Charities 
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DORKING  MUSEUM 
Now open again! 

 
The Museum is open: Subject to further relaxation, normal covid procedures are 
observed, visitor numbers may be restricted and there is no access to interactive 
elements of some of the displays.  The normal adult admission charges apply, but 
children are admitted free.   
 
Summer Half-Term Activity Packs:  In view of current restrictions, we are again 
providing free ‘take and make’ activity packs to take home.  The packs give you 
templates, fasteners and instructions to make a Wiggly Worm Toy.  Free packs 
may be collected from the Museum reception between 10am and 4pm on 3rd, 
4th and 5th June, but supplies are limited, so do not miss out.   
 
Forster@50: Our current special exhibition, ‘Forster@50’, commemorates the 
50th anniversary of the death of writer E M Forster.  A regular visitor to Abinger 
Hammer in his youth, Forster subsequently lived there for over 20 years.  The 
exhibition explores his life locally, the local initiatives he took part in and his local 
associates as well as the impact of the area on his novels.  A short film by the 
Museum team may be viewed at https://dorkingmuseum.org.uk/forster50/. 
Walking in Dorking: The Museum’s popular programme of guided walks.   
 
Scheduled dates for June include Hidden Dorking Historic Walk, 6th, 2pm; Hidden 
Dorking and Mayflower 400, 8th, 4pm; The Deepdene Trail, 19th, 2pm; Mayflower 
400 Walk, 20th, 2pm; and Betchworth Castle, 20th, 2pm.  Walks take 90 minutes.  
Please see website for details and booking, for dates of other scheduled walks 
and for group bookings (dorkingmuseum.org/guided-walks-around-dorking/).  
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.  Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or 
01306 876591. 
 

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.  Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk   

Belief 

An elderly vicar was very devout, but sometimes lost his place during the service.  
One Sunday as we reached the Creed there was a long silence, so the curate went 
across to him and gently touched his arm.  “I believe in God,” she whispered.   The 
vicar smiled back happily. “Oh so do I, so do I!” 
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BETCHWORTH & BUCKLAND SOCIETY 
Photographic Competition 

 

Thank you so much to everyone that entered the Betchworth and Buckland 
Society’s Winter Photography Competition. We had a fantastic response with 
some very strong photography, making it quite a challenge for the judge.  
  
We’re delighted to announce that this year’s winner is Geoff Woodcock with his 
excellent photograph, St. Michael’s Church in The Snow, Betchworth. (above).  
The judge’s comment: “This is a cracker! I love the soft light, but also the 
marvellous blue shadows that suggest there's still a nip in the air. There's a very 
clear viewpoint of the subject. The gravestones are silhouetted against the snow 
- a reminder of those who have lived in the village through history and those who 
have passed in the last year.” Geoff has won the opportunity to turn his 
photograph into a puzzle courtesy of one of our committee members.  
  
Five other photographs were highly commended including entries from Alan 
Brindley with The Red Lion’s Dinosaur enjoying the snow in February; Anthony 
Roberts with Berries in Snow and Muddy Tracks; Chris Braidwood with Daffodils in 
Snow as well as Geoff Woodcock’s Snow at Buckland Green. 
Copies of these photographs can be seen on the Society website.  

Claire Daniell 
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THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH 

Invite you to their Lecture Series via Zoom 
  

 MONDAY 21st June at 2.30 pm. 
Cathedrals: Safe Places to do Risky Things’ 

by Janet Gough  
 
Join us for this fascinating, illustrated, virtual tour of the 
Church of England's 43 cathedrals, the jewels in the crown 
of our built heritage.  The lecture will give an overview of 

the history and architectural evolution of our cathedrals, and tell of some of 
their stories and treasures.   Our lecturer, Janet Gough, is a Cambridge graduate 
in History of Art, and has an illustrious career in the management of ecclesiastical 
buildings. She was awarded the OBE for services to heritage in 2017. 
 
It is free for members but do come as a visitor for £5.   Email Pat Frankland:  
pat_frankland@hotmail.com or ring 01737 842028 for the Zoom link. 
 

Carole Evans, www.theartssocietybetchworth.org.uk 
 

GREAT THEATRE EVENT AT THE RED LION, OLD ROAD BUCKLAND 
 

TUESDAY 8 June, 7pm-8.30pm 
‘Twelfth Night’  

 
HALF CUT THEATRE is delighted to be 
visiting The Red Lion & Cellar Room at 
Betchworth on Tuesday 8th June with their 
new adaptation of Shakespeare's  TWELFTH 
NIGHT.    
  
Reserve your space at  
www.halfcutheatre.co.uk/book and you Pay 
What You Decide after the show - it’s up to 
you! 
 

file:///C:/Users/Carole/Documents/ASB/Virtual%20ASB%20lecture%2020.10.20.docx%20for%20Buckland%20website.docx
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DORKING U3A GROUP 
Art Masterclass with Jake Winkle via Zoom  

WEDNESDAY 16 June  10am-12.30 
 
This year is the 30th Anniversary of 
Dorking & District U3a.  Incidentally this 
Branch was set up by Buckland’s own 
Jim Docking.   To mark the event we are 
hosting a Zoom Art Masterclass on 
Wednesday 16 June 2021, by Jake 
Winkle (www.jakewinkle.co.uk). 

 
Jake Winkle is a well-known artist, specialising in direct simplified watercolours. 
Inspired by light and movement, Jake’s paintings reflect the world around him. His 
loose spontaneous style of painting endows his finished works with movement 
and life.   An artist for over 30 years, he studied at Bournemouth College of Art 
and Design and Brighton Polytechnic. His book on Light and Movement in 
Watercolour, received great acclaim, and he has written dozens of articles for 
magazines, and has produced several teaching DVD’s. He has won many awards 
and his work has been exhibited at the Royal Society of British Artists. 
 
The Dorking & District U3a online workshop is designed to appeal to all budding or 
experienced artist, no matter what medium you favour. It should also appeal to 
the non-artist as Jake specialises in wildlife or domestic animals and paints with 
you, leading you to eventually producing a very satisfactory picture. It is a 
privilege to watch him work. 
 
The U3a workshop will focus on English wildlife and will appeal to anyone 
interested in natural history and photography as well as painting or the study of 
art.  Jake has been running online Zoom sessions fortnightly during lockdown and 
consistently gets an audience of well over 100 people from all over the country 
and some from abroad. 
 
This event is free for U3a membership and will run from 1000am to 1230 pm on 
Wednesday 16 June 2021. To register for the workshop and U3a membership 
please visit  www.dorkingu3a.org.uk 

Ianthe Cox 
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 
 

After last month’s effort back to some normality, and 
talking of that hopefully, by the time you read this, 
restrictions will have been eased and life will be 
getting to more normal especially on the bowls green. 
I know all the members are looking forward to a bit 
more freedom because whilst the Club has been open 
since the beginning of April we have strictly followed 
the Government guidelines and limited numbers to 6 
people at any one time. 
 
Those who have played have all commented how well the rink is playing and that 
it is in the best condition for many a year. That is testimony to the very hard work 
of our band of sweepers, mowers and tiners who have got it into such a superb 
state. A big thank you goes to our Green keeper, Bob Gregory, who seems to 
have moved into the Clubhouse as he spends so much time down there. Well 
done all. 
 
As I write, the draw is being made for our 11 internal competitions, which we will 
be able to start playing immediately. That old competitive edge is creeping back. 
As said hopefully from the 17th May we will be able to start our Club fixtures 
again. Our first game is against our old foes Pippbrook, on 22nd May in the 
Friendship League in which we will be looking to defend our title. Then we move 
into our friendly fixtures. 
 
In my little poem I mentioned we would be running some open days so this is 
your chance to come down and shine. The first ones are on 29th and 30th May 
followed by Saturday 19th June and then Sunday 11th July. The Club will be open 
from 10.00 to 4.00 on all those dates. You only need a flat pair of trainers and we 
will provide the rest. Meeting and greeting and a guide to our facilities followed 
by coaching on the green. This game is really good fun and we are a most 
sociable club and you will make many friends. You will have a good time, enjoy 
yourself and have a good laugh. 
 
If you want to know more about bowls or the Club please do not hesitate to call 
our Captain Christine Knight on 07810 515345 or chat to me when I’m out doing 
your parcels.    Best wishes from everyone at Brockham Bowls Club.  

Rick Lawrence 
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I'm Fine, Thank You 
Poem on enjoying old age  

There is nothing the matter with me  
I'm as healthy as can be.  
I have arthritis in both my knees  
And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze,  
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin,  
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in. 
 
Arch supports I have for my feet,  
Or I wouldn't be able to go on the street.  
Sleep is denied me night after night,  
But every morning I find I'm all right,  
My memory is failing, my head's in a spin  
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in. 
 
The moral is this - as my tale I unfold,  
That for you and me who are growing old,  
It's better to say, "I'm fine" with a grin,  
Than to let folks know the shape we're in. 
 
How do I know that my youth is all spent?  
Well my 'get up and go' has got up and 
went.  
But I don't really mind when I think with 
a grin,  
Of all the grand places 'my get up' has 
been. 
 
Old age is golden, I've heard it said,  
But sometimes I wonder as I get into bed,  
With my ears in the drawer, my teeth in 
the cup,  
My eyes on the table until I wake up.  
Ere sleep overtakes me, I think to myself  
Is there anything else I could lay on the 
shelf? 
 

When I was young, my slippers were red;  
I could kick my heels right over my head.  
When I got older, my slippers were blue;  
But still I could dance the whole night 
through.  
But now I am old, my slippers are black;  
I walk to the store and puff my way back. 
 
I get up each day and dust off my wits,  
And pick up the paper and read the 
'obits'.  
If my name is still missing, I know I'm not 
dead - 
So I have a good breakfast and go back to 
bed. 

by Constance O’Neon 1953 
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Crossword (p.18) Solution  Sudoku (p.15) 

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 

Bridge (p.15) Solution  

South leads a low Heart for a finesse of 10, and North then Cashes A.   He now (and this 

is a key play) leads his small Diamond.  If East plays his J or a lower Diamond on this, 
West will win the trick and have to lead a heart into South’s tenace.  South this wins two 

more Heart tricks and A at the end. 
 

So on North’s lead of a small Diamond East may decide to go up with his K.   Now 

however, he is the one who must lead into a tenace, this time North’s  10.  North takes 

these two Diamond tricks and South’s K wins the last trick. 

ACROSS: 1, Ambush. 4, School. 8, Tired. 
9, Famines. 10, Citadel. 11, Endor. 12, 
Atonement. 17, Avert. 19, Oracles. 21, 
Married. 22, Lance. 23, Rhythm. 24, 
Hyssop.  

 

DOWN: 1, Attach. 2, Biretta. 3, Sided. 5, 
Compete. 6, Owned. 7, Lustre. 9, 
Falsehood. 13, Ostrich. 14, Talents. 15, 
Farmer. 16, Asleep. 18, Early. 20, Alley. 

We are what our thoughts have made us; 

so take care about what you think.  

Words are secondary.   

Thoughts live; they travel far 

 
Swami Vivekananda (Hindu monk,1863-1902) 
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June 2021.  Issue No. 1140 

Articles   Please submit articles for next months edition by the above date, via 
email to fernsdc@gmail.com.  If possible please submit WORD format for text 
files, JPG for images and PDF for posters.    New articles and contributors are 
welcomed.  If in any doubt about whether an article could be published, please 
contact the Editor. 
 
Editorial  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and are 
not necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 
 
Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church. Contact names, 
phone numbers and emails are provided as a service to readers, and these appear 
in the printed and web versions of the magazine with the permission of the 
individuals.  Please advise the editor of any updates or corrections to the contact 
details. 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   

A book on the History of Buckland is available: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision by 
Duncan C Ferns.  300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index.  Purchase from 
Squires Nursery Buckland, The Reverie Park Lake, local Waterstones, Amazon online or 
request to fernsdc@gmail.com.   
 
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 
households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 1362 
acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  Buckland is in the Diocese 
of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area 
Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark). 

COPY DATE:  18 June 2021 

AVAILABLE FROM:  25 June 2021 

Distributors can collect on the above date.  Household delivery will be up to a few days later. 
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Regular activities in the Reading Room for some local groups have begun 

again as Covid restrictions are gradually lifting, but not yet for others.  

For booking enquiries please phone Stella Cantor on  01737.843335 to determine 

if we can meet your requirements . 

BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Arts Society, Betchworth 
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 
British Legion 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society 
Brockham Surgery/Chemist 
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (sec.) 
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 
Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 
Buckland Village Shop  
Children’s Society 
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland  
Girl Guides contact 
North Downs Primary School 
One World Group 
Reading Room - Chairman 
 - Treasurer 
 - Secretary 
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 
St. Catherine’s Hospice 
Surrey Police - non-urgent 
Women’s Institute   

Carole Evans 
David Sayce     
Laura Snelling 
Tamlynne Chapman 
Pam Patch 
Derek Holgate     
Ruth & Paul Johnson
 n/a    
Jean Cooke     
Debbie Jones     
Sheena Boyce   
Amy Snaith     
Margaret Miller 
Catriona Martin  
Jane Stewart 
Jane Douglass   
Meike Laurenson 
Tim Howe 
John Maud 
Liz Vahey  
Julian Steed  
Sheila Dyer  
n/a 
Margaret Miller 

01372 452563 
242776 
843610 
07734 202427 
844138 
842654  
842691 
843259/842175 
245161 
07701 347351  
448023   
845999 
842098 
07710 498591 
842302 
843211 
248909 
843529 
843530 
221444 
842220 
842046 
101 
842098 

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net;  
Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net 

Printed by Barkers Print Ltd.  01306 888858   rob@barkersprint.co.uk 

http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/

