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Dear Friends

Can you believe we are already halfway through the year! Working at St Bedes I
often hear the students say “ I can’t wait until I can drive, or I can’t wait until I can
leave home and go to university etc etc, wishing their lives away. We are also guilty
of this as we get older, I have caught myself out wishing for next year when I can
travel abroad on holiday. All too often we either live in the past or the future worrying about what was or what is to come, creating potential scenarios in our minds
when we face challenging situations that we forget to live in the present. As a wise
lady once said to me ‘the present is called the present because it is a gift’.
Our Gospel writer Matthew 6 25-34 reminds us;
‘Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and
the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span
of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these’.
As the lockdown restrictions begin to ease, we start to see life before lockdown
creep in. We once again see the planes overhead, the volume of traffic starts to
increase, I invite us to hold on to what we love and appreciate in the world around
us. To keep focus of what is good in our lives today and what we treasure. This is
not just in terms of family and friends but also what we treasure in the community
we live in. Our village shops that are so convenient for our daily bread… literally!
Our lovely primary schools, nursery and toddler group that educate the next generation and engage with community projects like the various scarecrows donated
to the village, harvest festival and nativity plays etc! The pubs that enable us to
socialise and enjoy a good meal in the company of friends/family, and the church
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which offers communal worship, mission and outreach, sanctuary in times that
challenge us and offers pastoral support. All this and much more help identify
and contribute to village life which we can often take for granted. If we take one
step further, we can also consider how we support one another and perhaps
what more we could do to ensure that our wonderful village is preserved for
generations to come.
So, as we all start to plan our holidays and have that well deserved summer
break – let us not forget and appreciate Gods Kingdom in the here and now and
live for the present, we have come through a very challenging year and now
more than ever we can be fully alive and appreciate the blessings we have each
and every day.
God Bless
Revd. Anna.

POSTCARDS OF BUCKLAND SERIES (Cover Picture)
Postcard of 1909 (edges cropped) showing interior of St Mary’s Buckland,
printed by J Skinner of Betchworth. Note the differences from today:
1.
The font lid can be raised on a chain
2.
The inscription round the nave: ‘O Praise the Lord of Heaven, O Praise
him in the Heights’
3.
The East window has a central pane with Jesus on the cross. This
window was damaged in the war and replaced in 1945 with the current
window of a different design.
4.
There is a floral wall mural on the rear left wall of the Sanctuary behind
the altar
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Church Matters
CHURCH SERVICES—JULY
Sunday Services at St Mary’s and St Michael’s continue in July without the 9.30am
Zoom/Dial-in Service, as take-up of this has dwindled. The ‘new normal’ of our
Service schedules is currently under review in readiness for a change in September. Please have your say and complete the Service Questionnaire (available in
church and on the websites) by the deadline of 11th July.
Date

4 July
Trinty 5

St Mary’s
Buckland

St Michael’s
Betchworth
11am Family Communion

11am Parish Communion

11 July
Trinity 6
18 July

11am Parish Communion

Trinity 7

11am Parish Communion

25 July
Trintiy 8

1 August

11am Parish Communion

Trinity 9

Zoom Services are now discontinued. You may access at any time the Online
service and Family Activities Page—updated every week, which will continue to
be available on the Church website.
Buckland St Mary’s will remain open from 10am to 4pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Sundays for private prayer and access to the Bookswop Scheme.
Foodbank donations can be left in the basket in the Porch, which is collected
each Thursday.
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ST MARY’s CHURCH ROTAS
Date

Reader/Lesson

Intercessions

11 July
Trinity 6

Jean Cooke
2 Samuel 6 v.1-5

Trevor Cooke

25 July
James the Apostle

Simon Thomas
Jeremiah 45 v.1-5

David Sayce

EVENTS
19 July, Mon 2.30pm
ZOOM (p24)

Arts Society -— Lecture on Frederick Leightons House—

31 July, Sat 2pm-4pm

Summer Fair at Broome Park, Betchworth (p23)

CAT FOUND IN BUCKLAND
Black with white patches
A bit overweight
Quite short legs
Not house trained
No collar or tag
Found in my back garden
If this is your cat please call Felix on
01737 888007
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Buckland Matters
BUCKLAND PARK LAKE – Entrance & Membership
Buckland Park Lake opened to members and clubs as planned on 24 May, and to
the public on 29 May. The site will be open every day of the year except
Christmas. Several of us will have already worked out the details of how to
enjoy it - but for those that have not yet found out, here is a brief summary.
A daily entrance ticket is £7 for adults, £4 for children (5-16) and under-5’s are
free. Pre-booking is advised at bucklandparklake.co.uk/tickets/ for day tickets,
but there are no time-slot restrictions as at some NT properties. Turning up
without pre-booking is also fine at most times, but if capacity numbers have been
reached, even members who have not booked a free day ticket might have to be
turned away.
Buckland residents are offered a 10% discount on membership. If you live outside
Buckland but have a long allegiance with Buckland, state a brief case in your
email and ask for discretion… This is how to obtain this discount:
Email hello@bucklandparklake.co.uk, saying you would like a season ticket
discount with your name & address. You will receive an email with personal
‘coupon code’.
Log on to https://bucklandparklake.co.uk/events/season-ticket/ to purchase the
membership: These are membership fees for Annual Membership (from
opening to 31st December 2021)
Adult = £50; Couple = £90; Child (5-16) = £20
Family 2 adults + 2 children = £115; Family 1 adult + 2 children = £75
On the Checkout page, click that you ‘Have a Coupon’ and enter the Coupon
Code from your email, and the 10% will be deducted before payment. So for a
Buckland Couple, membership is £81/yr.
By return, you will receive an automated email with a QR Code (scan-box) which
you present at the entrance without further payment. Car parking is free and
there are also cycle racks.
If you attend a class of some kind (with Surrey Hills Adventure Company, or Yoga,
or with an organized group) the Entry fee is not required, and you may stay for an
addition hour on the site. If you stay beyond an hour, buy a day ticket as above.
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Members should also book-in for a day ticket online (in case maximum entry
numbers are reached), though this is free. This will help manage visitor numbers.
Take with you the phone message or a print out with the QR code to gain entry.
The café restaurant – ‘The Reverie’ is available to members, and by the time you
read this, there will be a new online booking system for tables at
bookings@thereveriebuckland.co.uk. Alternatively you can just turn up and see
if there is a table.
Dogs are not allowed due to the bird life. On 1 June, we saw 3 pairs of Egyptian
geese each with a fresh brood of 4-6 tiny chicks, and a pair of Canada Geese with
7 chicks casually strolling across the paths. Most dogs would scare them off and
several would decimate them!

Opening hours are 8.30 to 5pm weekdays, 8.30 to 6pm weekends, or to dusk in
winter. The Reverie is open for these hours, and offers a breakfast, lunch and
snack menu. It is also open Friday and Saturday evenings for pre-booked A la
carte meals (see menus at bucklandparklake.co.uk/the-reverie/)
It is a great place to have on our doorstep, so do visit and consider membership.

Dominic Sanders & DF
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
Surrey Highways – Verge Cutting
SCC Highways recently informed the parish council:
“our policy being that we cut for safety reasons rather than
aesthetics, there will be verges and areas where the grass will
grow tall, and the wildflowers do not get damaged
unnecessarily; and “we always cut back grass and wildflowers
when they stop road users from having a clear view.
Otherwise, we try to leave wildflowers growing because they help support
pollinators that are essential for the environment.”
At the time of writing (18th June 2021), SCC contractors have machine cut the A25
roadside verges and we are currently awaiting a follow up visit to strim growth
on the inside of the A25 footways (missed by the machine) and to strim clumps of
growth around structures in the verge (including our welcome gates and
highways posts).
SCC Highways has advised a second cut will be scheduled for late autumn, and, in
the meantime, asks residents to report any safety concerns relating to impaired
visibility at road junctions to via the SCC website or by calling 0300 200 1003 to
prompt the Highways team to assess the need for an additional visit to be made
to ensure SCC fulfils its responsibility to maintain sightlines on our local road
network.
The parish council has respectfully suggested to SCC Highways that nettles and
brambles should not be left to grow unchecked alongside the A25 footways. As
individual reports appear to carry more weight than a parish council request,
please report any difficulties you experience trying to use our A25 roadside
footways, and, if possible, submit photographs. Our SCC Cllr Helyn Clack is also
happy to help you – Helyn can be contacted by email to
helyn.clack@surreycc.gov.uk or by calling 01293862221.

Boundary Commission Changes – Initial Consultation
The Boundary Commission for England, the independent organisation
responsible for reviewing Parliamentary constituency boundaries in England, has
launched a consultation on its initial proposals to introduce changes in 2023.
More detail about this BCE consultation, which runs until 2nd August 2021, can be
found via a link on the parish news page of the village website or at
www.bcereviews.org.uk.
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Parish Council Meetings
For many years, Buckland Parish Council Meetings have ordinarily been held on
the second Monday of alternate months in The Reading Room. Last year, the
UK Government enacted legislation to allow parish councils to take decisions in
“virtual meetings” and Buckland Parish Council relied on this legislation to hold
all its meetings up to and including its 2021 Annual Meeting via zoom.
The legislation allowing parish councils to take decisions without Councillors
needing to be physically present in one location expired on Thursday 6th May
2021. When your Parish Council met on 4th May 2021, it agreed to hold an “in
person” Council Meeting on Monday 13th September 2021 and to schedule a
“non-decision making” virtual meeting on Monday 12th July 2021. Both
meetings will provide an opportunity to anyone wishing to put a question or
draw a matter to the attention of the parish council to attend – please contact
our Clerk if you would like to be provided with a link for the July meeting.
Sheena Boyce, Clerk

parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net
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BUCKLAND’s MONTHLY LIMERICK COMPETITION
June results: The best entries in the June Limerick Competition are as shown
below. Congratulations.

I once knew a farmer near Slough,
Who owned a clever brown cow,
She could sit up and beg,
And stand on one leg,
And when leaving she smiled and said "Ciao"!

George Gillespie, winner
A recent cadet at Sandhurst
Was so proud that he felt he could burst.
But the best he could muster
Was rather lacklustre In fact, he passed out quite the worst!
Tony O'Gorman, highly commended
Two other excellent limericks
Come friendly bombs and fall on Slough;
What was true once is more so now;
Next door to Windsor
Yet such an eyesore
Can we put whole towns on furlough?
Timothy Wheen, highly commended
A pessimist hailing from Hurst
Was always expecting the worst;
And events proved him right
When he woke up one night
To find his hot bottle had burst.
Roger Daniell, highly commended

July Competition: The July Competition is similar, save that the last word in
the first line must be a place in Hampshire. Entries (max.1 per person) to
rwheen@hotmail.com by 10th July 2021.
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Puzzle Pages
SUDOKU
Grade: Medium.
Solution on p.30

WORDSEARCH - Doubting Thomas
Thomas
Saint
Doubt
Faith
Feast
Honest
Confused
Father
Afraid
Where

Risen
See
Support
Touch
Wounds
Hands
Feet

Response
Worship
Lord
Resurrection My
Baffled
God
Demanded
Solution on p.30
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CROSSWORD Solution p.30
ACROSS
1 Sent out three times on a
reconnaissance mission from
Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:8–12)
(4)
3 ‘The vilest — who truly
believes, that moment from
Jesus a pardon receives’ (8)
9 Described by the 19thcentury MP Sir Wilfred
Lawson as ‘the Devil in
solution’ (7)
10 ‘Whoever — his life for
my sake will find
it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5)
11 King of Gezer (Joshua
10:33) (5)
12 Gideon’s home town
(Judges 6:11) (6)
14 The area under the
jurisdiction of a primate, for
example, Canterbury, York
(13)
17 To him God promised that
David would be king (1
Chronicles 11:3) (6)
19 A descendant of Aaron
who was not allowed to
offer food to God (Leviticus
21:20) (5)
22 ‘If any of you — wisdom,
he should ask God’ (James
1:5) (5)
23 I gain me (anag.) (7)
24 Relating to the armed
forces (1 Chronicles 5:18) (8)
25 Title given to 2 Down
(abbrev.)

DOWN

13 Well-known Reference
Bible that espoused
1 Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8) dispensationalism (8)
2 Church of England
15 Where the choir sits in a
incumbent (5)
parish church (7)
4 What Epaphroditus was to 16 Real do (anag.) (6)
Paul (Philippians 2:25) (6-7)
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are
5 Mother of David’s sixth
worried and — about many
son (2 Samuel 3:5) (5)
things’ (Luke 10:41) (5)
6 ‘We are hard pressed on
20 ‘One man considers one
every side, but not crushed; day more sacred than
perplexed, but not in — ’ (2 another; another man
Corinthians 4:8) (7)
considers every day —
7 It destroys treasures on
’ (Romans 14:5) (5)
earth (Matthew 6:19) (4)
21 A place with twelve
8 It threatened Paul in
springs and 70 palm trees
Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) (3,3) where the Israelites camped
(Exodus 15:27) (4)

With regret we will no longer have a monthly Bridge Puzzle. Thanks to Richard Wheen for
setting this puzzle for many years. The local Bridge Club, which Richard runs, have
deemed his puzzle-setting skills irreplacable!
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Features
SAINT OF THE MONTH
St Enodoc of Cornwall – in the footsteps of Jesus?
St Enodoc’s Church, Trebetherick is a chapel of ease in the parish of St Minver,
located to the south of the village of Trebetherick (near Rock) in Cornwall. The
church is thought to be built on the site of a cave where St. Enodoc the hermit
lived, and remains about 200 metres from the sea. Old spellings of the name include Gwenedek, Guenedoc & Wenodoc.
Some believe that Enodoc was a woman born in South Wales, and named
Qendydd. Many of the Saints to whom the churches are dedicated along this
stretch of North Cornish Coastline are also Welsh. She reputedly lived as a hermit
in a cave at this location. There is a small cliff line immediately behind the church,
since partly buried by the sand dunes. This might explain the odd location of the
church, some distance from any habitation and now in the middle of a golf
course.

And why did she choose this spot? She baptised converts to Christianity at the
‘Jesus Well’ a half mile away: and if this story has credence, the Jesus Well would
go back to the time of Jesus’s life. Why is this neighbouring well called the Jesus
Well? You may have heard the ‘legend’ of Jesus visiting Cornwall and Somerset
(Glastonbury) with his Uncle, Joseph of Arimathea? Joseph was a wealthy trader in tin from Cornwall and lead from Somerset. There is a school of thought that
Jesus, in the ‘missing years’ in the Bible between the age of 13 and 30, travelled
with Joseph of Arimathea. There was certainly a trade in these metals with the
Middle East at the time. There are a number of studies that give credence to a
‘route map of place names’ such as this well, associated with the travels of Jospeh and Jesus. They reputedly landed at St Michael’s Mount, and travelled up
through Cornwall via this well.
Enodoc was declared a saint before the formal beatification process was ratified
by the Catholic Church. Her feast day is on 7 March.
With regard to the buildings, there is evidence there has been a church on the
site since at least the 3rd-Century. However, the original church or churches
would have been wooden and so no remains have survived the harsh climate of
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the area. (Note similar facts relate to relics at Glastonbury Tor). Roman glass
beads have been found in the surrounding, as well as Samian (from the Greek
Island of Samos) coins dating back to the 3rd and 4th-Centuries. And that sort
of evidence is surely evidence of a trade route for the east.
The current church dates back to the time of William the Conqueror and the Normans. Additions were made with the spire (which is crooked) in the 13th Century,
and the porch in the 15th-Century. In 1984, the church gained further fame from
being the choice of burial site of Sir John Betjeman, who headstone is clearly
marked in the picturesque graveyard.
The thing is with ‘legends’ they may well be true…St Enodoc may have been a
Welsh woman of the early Christian church, baptising people at a well where
Jesus himself passed by and baptised people 500 years earlier. That makes St
Enodoc very interesting.
Your editor had the pleasure of visiting the church of St Enodoc and Jesus Well in
June while on holiday in Cornwall where we took these photos:

Left; St Enodoc’s church , nr
Rock, Cornwall. This building is
13th-15th century

Right: ‘Jesus Well’ c. 500m
from the church above. This
building is Victorian.
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GARDENING NOTES—JULY
Enjoying your garden at it’s Summer best
Into the brightest days of summer and gardens are full of colour and scent.
Bedding plants are in full bloom, lavender and thyme are surrounded by the
constant hum of bees and many vegetables and fruit will be ready to harvest.
Although many annuals will need regular watering, especially those in pots, don’t
waste time on keeping your grass green, unless it has been recently laid or
seeded. Quite apart from the valuable water saved, lawns will naturally go into
sleep mode until rains return. Less mowing too ! For newly-planted trees and
shrubs that do need a dousing, water in the early morning or in the evening for
maximum benefit.
Keep a close eye out for pests and diseases. A healthy plant is more likely to
recover quickly from an attack, so liquid feed vegetables to keep them in tip-top
condition. Although many sprays are available for control of unwanted invaders
on non-edibles, simply picking off and discarding the worst affected leaves can be
a more environmentally friendly alternative. In my view, a garden doesn’t have to
be blemish-free to be your very own perfect space. For vegetables, you have to
weigh this against the dispiriting loss of crop yield. In any event, if you have box
plants, do watch out for caterpillars which can ravage a prized specimen or
hedge very quickly if not dealt with straight away.
Apart from spraying persistent weeds in beds and borders, try crowding them
out with mass planting. Perennial planting can be so prolific that weeds will
hardly have a chance at this time of year: likewise, ground cover plants such as
ground-hugging conifers, ivy and vinca (periwinkle) will greatly suppress weed
growth.
..and finally, take care in the sun! Wear suitable headgear and plaster on the
sunscreen while enjoying the glorious summer weather.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries

Money can’t buy happiness.
Except at the garden centre
Motto of wives everywhere
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Local Services
SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists

35 years experience, Fully Insured
Free Estimates
Domestic, commercial and listed
buildings, new builds
Lime Mortar, Stonework,
Crack Stitching

MOT Testing
Station

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork
pointing undertaken by traditional
brickwork pointers

Repairs & Servicing
to all makes
Reigat e Ro ad
Buckland,
Near R eigat e

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,
Church Street, Betchworth
01737 844364 or 07821 614909
Email: markgilbert@live.com;
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk

Buckland

01737
242766

i

Parish Magazine

Local Services

Buckland

ii

Parish Magazine

Local Services

Tel: 07760 852540

Buckland

iii

Parish Magazine

Local Services

Buckland

iv

Parish Magazine

Local Services

Buckland

v

Parish Magazine

Local Services

Chris
Long

S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n

•
•
•
•
•

S p o t s t a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l

•
•
•
•

L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71

Buckland

GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811
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T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N
Open:
10am
till 5pmTues
Tuesday
Friday
Open
9am-5pm
to Satto1pm
10am till 1pm Saturday

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs
Te l 01737 843533

Josh Flynn
Gardening Maintenance
Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control
Tel: 01737 202179
Mob: 07920 715779

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

ZOE UNDERWOOD

Myra V. Baston
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR
Zoe

Chartered Physiotherapist
Craniosacral Therapist

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service

15a Dene Street, Dorking RH4 2DB
Tel: 01306 889680

Please call 07876 572624
Buckland
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Payroll—VAT—Tax Returns
Local to Betchworth
Call: 01737 652852
Email: info@a4cgroup.co.uk
Surrey Mole & Wasp
Control
Professional Pest control
Service
Fully Qualified, Fully Insured
Tel: 01737 844 364
Mob: 07821 614909

Buckland
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch
20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB
Tel: 01737 8 44916
Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

www.viviencresswell.co.uk

Buckland
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Local Services

Based in Redhill, we offer cloud accounting set-up and
training, coaching and advice for new start-ups
and established businesses. Guiding you through the maze
of accounting and tax compliance.

Helping you realise your dreams
Contact: Stuart Cooper: 0771073676
enquiries@scbc.uk.net/ www.scbc.uk.net

Buckland
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The Les Barker Poem
(www.mrsackroyd.com)

‘My snails have not yet arrived’
I was over in Paris on holiday
One summer, the weather was fine.
I stopped at a fast food restaurant
For a meal and a glass of red wine.

I did crosswords, I once took a mistress,
Married the first of my wives.
Our children grew up and left home,
My snails had not yet arrived.

I mused as I gazed on the river,
The boats and their bright coloured sails.
If this was a fast food restaurant,
How come the menu said ‘snails’?

I had an affair, we divorced.
A second marriage, which failed.
Two more sons and a daughter.
Six grandchildren. No bloody snails!

I waited ten, fifteen minutes,
twenty minutes and then twenty five.
I signalled and said to the waiter
‘My snails have not yet arrived.’

By now I was getting quite peckish
When back came the waiter at last.
‘M’sieur, your snails are arriving
But their sell by date may have passed.

M’sieu: our frog’s legs come in lorries:
Our wine comes by rail from ze Rhone.
Our rock cakes are ferried from quarries,
But our snails have to come on their own.

There outside was my dinner
On the opposite side of the street.
They were waiting for a gap in the traffic
Tomorrow I knew I would eat.

We order our snails from Marseille,
Zey come up the road ‘on ze hoof’,
And although zey are racing snails,
Half an hour is hardly enoof.

O Slow motion mollusc, I marvel,
How patient your pace to the door.
How big was the boot of the gendarme?
How crunch was my lunch was no more.

I drank a full bottle of claret,
Had side salads garnished with chives.
Had several shaves, wrote a novel,
My snails had not yet arrived.

I have read War and Peace, I have learnt it.
Sat through it and I have survived.
But what will it say on my headstone?
‘My snails have not yet arrived’.

It’s our way to ensure zey’re mature.
Marseille is a long way to come.
It would be quicker to hitch-hike,
but a snail, as you know, has no thumb.
17
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
On why the clergy should avoid computers
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Thank you for the kind offer of your old computer, but I do
not want it. I know you find it a fundamental basic of daily
life, but I do not, and I intend to keep things that way.
This is despite the fact that our diocesan office now takes it for granted that all of
us clergy have a computer. Indeed, the diocesan secretary and I have had several
awkward phone calls upon this very subject. He can’t believe that I really don’t
have one, and suspects that I am simply hiding my email address from him so
that he cannot send me the daily diocesan briefings, weekly questionnaires, and
constant notification of all sorts of meetings and training days. But I remain firm:
I have survived in ministry for nearly 50 years without a computer, and I don’t
intend to change now. When he gets tetchy with me, I take the high moral
ground and remind him that St Paul did not have a computer.

Besides, it would not end with just a computer. Next, I would be obliged to get a
printer and then ink cartridges and then maybe some sort of virus would attack
me. As I have no idea about any of this, I might have to allow someone into the
vicarage to sort it out, and even worse, I might even have to pay them. My
money can be far more usefully spent on good claret.
Being without a computer also saves me much aggravation. From what I can
gather, most computer owners spend significant parts of their lives either trying
to get their machine to do something that it refuses to do, or else getting help
from someone in a remote part of the world who speaks a jargon only distantly
related to English, who assures you that whatever you did, it would have been
better if you hadn’t.
So I have decided that should I ever REALLY need to use a computer for
something, I will visit our local primary school and get a six year-old to do the job
for me, which they do with effortless efficiency, speed and accuracy.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
18
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12
Richard Wicks

THE INSCRIPTION
‘Underneath me the everlasting Arms’
Lent XXXII27(i.e. Deuteronomy 33:27)
In loving memory of Richard Wicks, for
over 50 years Clerk & Sexton of this Parish,
who fell asleep January 12th 1912 in his
83rd year.
Also of Maria Bird, sister of the above Richard Wicks, who fell asleep 17th March 1911
in her 90th year.

Plot 22
(Buckland MI Report)

It is clear from the grave inscription
that Richard Wicks served the Buckland
community for much of his life, with
‘over 50 years as Clerk & Sexton of this
Parish’. He was born in the Parish and
lived here all of his 83 years. Fragments of his life can be pieced together
from the historic Census’s every 10
years and the Parish Registers.1
Richard was baptised at Buckland 19
July 1829, the son of Stephen & Mary
Wickes. His father Steephen was a
butcher – though I doubt that there
was a butcher’s shop in Buckland at
that time. Whilst Occasions Hairdress-

ers used to be a butcher’s shop, that
was built much later, from about
1880.
The 1841 Census shows the family living on Lawrence Lane. Richard’s father had died already, leaving his
mother Mary, a widow, aged 40, with
five children: William 13, Richard 12
(both already working as Agricultural
Labourers), Ann 9 and Catherine 7. So
young Richard, age 12, was already
working for a living and helping to
support the family in the absence of
his father. Richard’s eldest sister, Maria, was age 20 in the 1841 census, and
had moved out to the Union Workhouse in Reigate, probably as she was
unable to find work and could not be
supported by her widowed mother.
By the 1851 Census, his sister Ellen,
age 26 has married Michael Holman –
a local tenant farmer, and Richard,
aged 22, has moved in to live with
them. Both he and Michael are still
‘Ag.Labs’ – almost certainly both
working for the Buckland Estate who
owned all the farmland in the village
at that time.
19
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Buckland Bellringers, c. 1890
Richard Wicks is second from right, front
row (enlarged on the left)
Richard married local girl Emma Jane
Blessed on 6 October 1855 at St Mary’s
Buckland. Emma’s father was a bookbinder living in Buckland.
The 1861 Census shows that they were
living on Workhouse Green, Lawrence
Lane and his job was described as
‘Sexton’. A Sexton is a church officer or
employee who takes care church property property maintenance, the graveyard – often including the digging of
graves, and duties such as bellringing.
And to prove the point, Richard Wicks is
included in the picture of the Buckland
20
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Bellringers from c. 1890. [With that
introduction, you will understand this
amazing joke: ‘A sexton is a man who
minds his keys and pews’].

daughter Emma Wicks 32. The Reverend at the time was George Slade.

In 1894 the Local Government Act set
up Parish Councils, and Buckland Parish
In 1861 Richard and Emma had 3 chilCouncil was formed. The early Minute
dren: Richard (Jnr) 4, Emma 2 & Mary 11 book survives, and Richard Wicks was a
The 1861 Census shows that they were founding member of the Buckland Parliving on Workhouse Green, Lawrence
ish Council. He continued to be a reguLane and his job was described as
lar attendee until his last meeting on 19
‘Sexton’. A Sexton is a church officer or October 1911. The meeting minutes of
employee who takes care church prop- 11 January 1912 recorded ‘the death of
erty property maintenance, the grave- Mr Richard Wicks, who had been a memyard – often including the digging of
ber of the Council from its commencegraves, and duties such as bellringing.
ment, and proposed that an expression
And to prove the point, Richard Wicks is of condolence and sympathy be conincluded in the picture of the Buckland veyed to his relatives by the Clerk’.
Bellringers from c. 1890. [With that
introduction, you will understand this
In 1901 Richard was living at ‘The
amazing joke: ‘A sexton is a man who
Street’ (the cottages adjacent to the
minds his keys and pews’].
village shop), still with his daughter
Emma 42, & his elderly sister, Maria
In 1861 Richard and Emma had 3 chilBird,80. Maria died aged 90 in 1911,
dren: Richard (Jnr) 4, Emma 2 & Mary 11 and the burial plot is shared between
months. By 1881, they had increased
Richard and his sister Maria.
their family to 9 children: the four eldest having left home and the 5 youngRichard’s daughter Emma married in
est still at home at the same house on
1906, aged 47, to Richard Barnett age
Workhouse Green, Lawrence Lane.
63, a leather-dresser, and she inherited
Richard’s old home at ‘The Street’.
Emma, Richard’s wife died aged 50 on
31 July 1882 and she was buried in Buck- References:
land, though there is no surviving grave 1 Buckland Parish Registers
for Emma. Maybe it was a wooden
2 Photo in Bell tower, Buckland St Marys
grave rail – common at the time, which 3 Buckland Parish Council, Minute Book
has since decayed and disappeared.
1894-1927 (Surrey History Centre)
By the 1891 Census Richard Wicks, age
61 Widower. was the live-in Gardener at
the Rectory (now Glebe House) with his
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RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY
Here are three timeless ‘thought pieces’ on religion and spirituality, which fit with
those Christians who firmly believe in God and the teachings of Jesus, but also
consider that Christianity is but one of many routes to God, with other religions
offering ‘different routes’ to the one and the same God.
+ + +
1. Religion is the deep well that connects me to the wisdom of the ages.
Spirituality is the daily experience of hauling up living water, and carrying it into a
dry world. Without Christian religion, I am pretty sure I would never have
thought very deeply about the nature of God, the reality of evil, the meaning of
salvation. I might never have met the desert fathers and mothers, Meister
Eckhart and Hildegard of Bingen, Teresa of Avila, and John of the Cross. But all
of those rich resources dry out pretty quickly if they are not refreshed by some
direct experience of the divine, which is what spirituality exists to recognize and
assist.
In my opinion, religion gets in the ways of God when the well becomes more
interesting than the water—protecting the well. Analysing the history of the
well, restricting access to the well, selling picture postcards of the well—all the
things that we do instead of celebrating and sharing the water. If my metaphor
holds, then God is the living water that rises up in all life-giving wells. Religion
gets in God’s way when we think that we have God surrounded, when we think
that our well is the only one with God in it.
Barbara Brown Taylor (Professor & Theologian)
2. For my starting point, I call on Mother Julian of Norwich, who has continued
to inspire me since I began my spiritual journey in that city. In the Revelations of
Divine Love, she wrote these words: ‘It is easier for us to get to know God than to
know our soul…. God is nearer to us than our soul, for He is the ground in which it
stands...so if we want to know our own soul, and enjoy its fellowship, it is necessary
to seek it in our Lord God.’
From this, the role of the church, local and national, is clear: that is to provide a
ground where people can encounter the living God and be put in touch with their
souls. To this end, the task is to make sufficient and appropriate resources
available through its fellowship and community for this to happen in obedience
to Gods command.
22
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Mother Julian wrote ‘Thou shalt not be tempested, though shalt not be travailed,
thou shalt not be diseased. Thou shalt not be overcome and all things shall be
well, all manner of things shall be well’. The church provides [the environment
and the place] for each of us to enter, and ‘with joy you will draw the water from
the wells of salvation’ Isiah 12. God will do the rest, there is no need to be
proscriptive, dogmatic or controlling. Our task is to provide an open door to enter
and a window on a new perspective. The radical nature of this is the
consequence for people’s lives of discovering the opening of a new horizon.
Ironically, the Church’s preoccupation with itself and self-preservation has
occupied so much of life and history that it produced the very opposite effect,
engendering precisely the attitudes and rules of the Pharisees that Jesus
challenged, and our recent history is no exception. It is for this reason that all
churches should permanently be open to everyone, with a welcome to all.
Nicholas Edwards, Retired Priest
3. The standing, structural proof that Christianity was interest to be an inclusive
religion is that two-thirds of our Christian bible is, in fact, the Jewish bible! Why
don’t more people see this obvious message? Further, our entire bible is filled
with stories, metaphors, images, and even names for God that were taken from
pre-Jewish religions, pagan sources, secular history, and Greek Philosophy. We
are more exclusionary than the Biblical writers were! As Paul says to the
Athenians, ‘You already worshipped God without knowing it!’ Acts 17:23
Any myth of a ‘pure’ single, and unadulterated source for divine revelation is a
pure myth itself! Yet naïve Christians still want to make their recent version of
Christianity totally exclusionary and elitist in relationship to all other revelations of
God. This is untrue to their declared history, sources and technology.
When we are true to our Jewish sources, Jesus himself is easily seen as an
inclusive Son of God (inviting us to join him there!), and not the exclusive Son of
God that we made him into. It seem we found it much easier to worship him than
to imitate him.
Richard Rohr OFM
Reproduced from ‘Focus on Spirtuality’, 1 & 2: Issue 57, Dec 2013; 3:Issue 75, Dec 2019
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LOCKDOWN FATIGUE

‘Face Masks, Sanitiser, Lateral Flow Tests,
PCR—Special Prices’

‘ALEXA, give me one good reason to get
out of bed today’

‘Let’s just binge watch this’

‘It would have been best not to travel’
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Societies & Charities
THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland
Despite the cold and miserable weather the Plant
Sale in May was a surprisingly resounding success.
Thank you to everyone who attended and for the
amazing amount of donated plants which
disappeared very quickly indeed. The new location
on Brockham Green attracted many locals and dog
walkers plus our keen members and supporters.
The garden artefacts created great interest and a donated wine press
disappeared within the first 10 mins of opening the sale. The final total taken for
the morning was over £500. Truly amazing and thankyou to everyone for coming
along and supporting us.
Our thoughts are now concentrating on the Autumn Show which will be held in
Brockham Hall and on Brockham Green on Saturday September 18th. The
weather at last is showing signs of improvement and hopefully will help the keen
gardeners amongst you nurture your plants, your fruits and vegetables ready for
the show. More details regarding the different categories and entry information
will be available in the coming weeks.
June and July are the months to potter in your gardens whilst listening to the
birds, feeling the sun on your backs and seeing your hard work come to life.
Happy gardening.
Jane Siegal

Forgive me
Father, Pastor, Vicar, Padre, Priest
For I have synonymed
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DORKING MUSEUM
In June, the team of
volunteers at Dorking
Museum & Heritage
Centre was delighted
to have been
honoured with The
Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service .
Congratulations to all
involved.
Summer Family Activity: The Museum’s family activity is planned to be ‘Fun and
Games of Yesteryear’. Come along and have some old-fashioned fun with us,
finding out what games people used to play. Wooden board games, like
bagatelle and shove ha’penny, and others will be available to play during opening
times from 22nd July (but subject to any change of covid restrictions, so please
check). Free with normal admission.
Forster@50: Our current special exhibition is ‘Forster@50’, commemorating the
50th anniversary of the death of the writer and prominent political and
environmental activist E M Forster. A resident of Abinger Hammer, the exhibition
explores his life locally, the local initiatives he took part in, his local associates and
the impact of the area on his novels. A short film to accompany the exhibition
may be viewed at https://dorkingmuseum.org.uk/forster50/.
Walking in Dorking: Join a scheduled guided walk or organise a group walk with
family or friends at a time to suit you. Scheduled July walks include The
Deepdene Trail and Betchworth Castle, both 18th July, 2pm. In the town,
Mayflower 400 Walk (William Mullins’ Dorking), 22nd July, 6.15pm; Hidden Dorking
Historic Walk, 25th July, 2pm; and a walk combining highlights of those two
itineraries, 6th July, 4pm. Walks take 90 minutes. Social distancing should be
observed. Visit the website for details and booking, for other scheduled walks
and for group bookings (dorkingmuseum.org/guided-walks-around-dorking/).
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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YOGA - BUCKLAND READING ROOM
We are delighted that Yoga in the Reading Room has returned. A welcoming
space in which all levels are fully supported. It runs from 6.30 - 8 pm every
Thursday. Do come and join us.
For more details contact Judy. Call 07774 465374 or email Jude@yogaone.yoga

THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH
Invite you to their Lecture Series via Zoom
MONDAY 19th July at 2.30 pm.
A Private Palace of Art: Frederick Leighton’s
Studio House.
Frederic Leighton’s studio-house (now Leighton
House Museum) is one of the most remarkable
buildings of the nineteenth-century. First built in
the 1860s, Leighton continued to extend and
embellish his home over the next thirty years,
transforming what had been a relatively modest
house into a palace of art. The construction of the exotic Arab Hall, lined with
Islamic tiles collected as Leighton travelled through the Middle East brought
new fame to the house. This lecture explores Leighton’s motivations in lavishing
such attention on the construction of his home and how it came to embody the
idea of how a Great Artist should live.
Our lecturer Daniel Robbins is Senior Curator, Museums with the Royal Borough
of Kensington and Chelsea and is responsible for two of London’s most
significant house museums: Leighton House Museum and 18 Stafford Terrace. He
was responsible for leading the award-winning project to restore the historic
interiors of the house completed between 2008 and 2010 and is now leading a £7
million refurbishment project addressing the additions made to the building in
the twentieth century.
Free for members but do come as a visitor for £5. Email Pat Frankland:
pat_frankland@hotmail.com or ring 01737 842028
Carole Evans, www.theartssocietybetchworth.org.uk
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BROOME PARK NURSING HOME, Station Road, Betchworth
SUMMER FAYRE
Saturday July 31st, 2021 2pm - 4pm
The Friends of Broome Park are pleased to announce that their annual summer
fayre will be held in the grounds of the Nursing home on the above date. There
will be musical entertainment, refreshments, a silent auction, tombola, and
various stalls to entice you.
Money raised at this event will go to support the residents by providing
additional trips and activities. Do come along with family and friends to enjoy a
pleasant afternoon.
Mary Rode, Trustee, Friends of Broome Park

DORKING U3A GROUP
Why not joint this active Group?
With a programme of exciting events
ranging from an Art Masterclass run by
celebrated artist Jake Winkle to Barn
Dancing to D’Arby Spice, the Dorking u3a
is focusing on connecting with likeminded people and sharing experiences,
not just learning.
Our autumn residential will take in the sights and sounds of the Peak District and
we relaunch in July with our first face-to-face monthly meeting on a Conspiracy
History of the World by Andy Thomas. Our groups range from Photography and
Science and Technology to Line Dancing, Ukulele and Guitar playing.
But one thing we have learnt over the last months is that we are never too old to
hone new skills, so we are continuing to provide DIY, finance and IT workshops to
allow members to exchange ideas and support. For more information visit our
website www.dorkingu3a.org.uk or contact John Sinclair on
johnsinclair@dorkingu3a.org.uk or 01306 711542.
Ianthe Cox
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB
The Club is now back in full swing and
thankfully the sun has come out to shine on us.
In what proved to be one of the wettest Mays
on record we did manage to play three
matches in the month but playing in full
waterproofs in the mist and drizzle is not ideal
so it is great to have a bit of heat on our backs.
Our internal matches have started and I know
our members are enjoying playing each other
in games that have a bit of an edge. Several of
us have also been playing in various Surrey
competitions and so far we have claimed some
notable scalps, which is much to our credit.
On the May Bank holiday weekend we held the first of our Open days and we
were thrilled with the attendance. Over the two days more than 30 people came
down to the Club to give bowls a go which resulted in a dozen new members
joining Brockham B.C. with the remainder all saying they wanted to come down
and give it another try. A big thank you to all our members who assisted over the
weekend and their efforts did not go unrewarded.
We still have two more Open days to come on Saturday 19th June and Sunday
11th July. Just bring yourself and your friends and a flat pair of trainers. We will do
the rest. Greet you, show you round our facilities and then give you some
coaching on the green. All followed by some refreshments. Once you try it you’ll
be hooked, have a great time and make many new friends. We look forward to
seeing you.
If you want to know more about bowls or the Club please do not hesitate to call
our Captain Christine Knight on 07810 515345 or chat to me when I’m out doing
your parcels. Best regards from everyone at Brockham Bowls Club.
Rick Lawrence
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
Crossword (p.13) Solution
ACROSS: 1, Dove. 3, Offender. 9, Alcohol. 10, Loses. 11, Horam. 12, Ophrah. 14,
Archbishopric. 17, Samuel. 19, Dwarf. 22, Lacks. 23, Imagine. 24, Military. 25, Revd.
DOWN: 1, Drachmas. 2, Vicar. 4, Fellow-soldier. 5, Eglah. 6, Despair. 7, Rust. 8, The
mob. 13, Scofield. 15, Chancel. 16, Ordeal. 18, Upset. 20, Alike. 21, Elim.

Sudoku (p.12)

Wordsearch (p.12) Solution
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July 2021. Issue No. 1141

COPY DATE: 11 July 2021
Articles Please submit articles for next months edition by the above date, via
email to fernsdc@gmail.com. If possible please submit WORD format for text
files, JPG for images and PDF for posters. New articles and contributors are
welcomed. If in any doubt about whether an article could be published, please
contact the Editor.
Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and are
not necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church. Contact names,
phone numbers and emails are provided as a service to readers, and these appear
in the printed and web versions of the magazine with the permission of the
individuals. Please advise the editor of any updates or corrections to the contact
details.

AVAILABLE FROM: 23 July 2021
Distributors can collect on the above date. Household delivery will be up to a few days later.

HISTORICAL NOTES
A book on the History of Buckland is available: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision by
Duncan C Ferns. 300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index. Purchase from
Squires Nursery Buckland, The Reverie Park Lake, local Waterstones, Amazon online or
request to fernsdc@gmail.com.
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering 1362
acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. Buckland is in the Diocese
of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area
Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
Regular activities in the Reading Room for some local groups have begun:
•
Monday pm
Art group
•
Tuesday am
Toddlers
•
Thursday evening Yoga
For booking enquiries please phone Stella Cantor on 01737.843335 to
determine if we can meet your requirements .

VILLAGE CONTACTS
Arts Society, Betchworth
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Toddler Group
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (sec.)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Surrey Police - non-urgent
Women’s Institute

Carole Evans
David Sayce
Laura Snelling
Debbie Jones
Tamlynne Chapman
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Ruth & Paul Johnson
n/a
Jean Cooke
Debbie Jones
Sheena Boyce
Amy Snaith
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Jane Douglass
Meike Laurenson
Tim Howe
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
n/a
Margaret Miller

01372 452563
242776
843610
07701 347351
07734 202427
844138
842654
842691
843259/842175
245161
07701 347351
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
843211
248909
843529
843530
221444
842220
842046
101
842098

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net;
Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
Printed by Barkers Print Ltd. 01306 888858 rob@barkersprint.co.uk
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