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Dear Friends,  
 
Where did the summer go? As I write this letter for the magazine there’s a real 
feeling of ‘back to school’. And although the end of the year is not yet in sight, 
there is an exciting sense of new beginnings at this time of year that we maybe 
don’t feel to the same degree in January. There is a sense of newness as students 
return to a new academic year, for the church we start to plan all the big services, 
Harvest, Remembrance, All Souls, Carol & Crib services etc .. there is a sense of 
anticipation of what is yet to come.  
 
   Going way back in history, Michaelmas, originally the 11th of October and now 
fixed in the calendar on September 29th, was the beginning and end of the 
farmer’s year. Harvest was over, the reeve of the Manor would make out the ac-
counts for the year and Michaelmas hiring fairs were held to organise the work 
force for the months ahead. Michaelmas is also the name of the first term of the 
academic year, and is a time when ordinations take place in the cathedrals across 
the country.  
 
   But the name comes from a Christian festival, the Feast of Saint Michael and All 
Angels, celebrating the Archangel Michael, one of the principal angelic warriors, 
who was said to be a protector against the dark of the night. But what darkness, 
do you suppose? The long winter nights ahead, the hard days scraping a living and 
sustenance from the soil perhaps? Or, maybe, in modern times, a friend to help us 
battle through settling into new surroundings, learning new things and facing 
new challenges? Or, perhaps, fighting against the very real and serious forces that 
seem to lead humanity to the inhumanity of war and injustice?  
 
   Folklore in the British Isles rather comically suggests that Michaelmas Day is the 
last day for picking blackberries. This was based on the story that when Saint Mi-
chael expelled Lucifer from Heaven, the devil fell into a thorny blackberry bush 
and cursed the fruit with his fiery breath, making them unfit to eat. So, it was  
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POSTCARDS OF BUCKLAND SERIES (Cover Picture) 
 

Postcard of  ‘Buckland Village’,  Frith’s series’.  This example was written and 
posted in 1919.  Note the house (West Cottage) remains, though the door has 
since been moved to the side of the building.   This picture is cropped from the 
landscape-format of the postcard. 

ST MARY’s CHURCH ROTAS 

Date Reader/Lesson Intercessions Sidesperson 

10 October 
Iona  
Communion 
Trinity 19 
 

Carol Leeds 
Job 23 v 1-9, 16-end 

David Sayce Liz Vahey 

24 October 
Trinity 21 

Jean Cooke 
Job 42, v1-6, 10-end 

Kerry Evans Caroline Gale 

considered bad luck to eat the berries after this day and country folk made a 
Michaelmas pie with the last of the season’s fruit. 
 
It is interesting to see how the Church’s traditions (however strange some of 
them may be!) continue to provide a framework for modern life and feel embold-
ened by the thought that we are not alone  - God and his servants, Saint Michael 
and his fellow angels, are there, helping us to fight for peace and justice in this 
ever-challenging world.  
 
God Bless 
Reverend Anna 

Church  Matters 
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CHURCH SERVICES—OCTOBER 

You may access at any time the Online service and Family Activities Page—
updated every week, which will continue to be available on the Church website. 

Buckland St Mary’s will remain open from 10am to 4pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays 

and Sundays for private prayer and access to the Bookswop Scheme. 

Foodbank donations can be left in the basket in the Porch, which is collected 

each Thursday. 

The Services this month continue the new pattern begun in September, with 
10.00am Eucharist services alternating between St Mary’s and St Michael’s. The 
new Connect at 4 afternoon service follows at 4pm each Sunday at St Michael’s 
and an online Service remains available on the churches’ websites: 

https://stmichaelsbetchworth.net/   and    https://st marythevirginbuckland.net/ 

Date    St Mary’s 
  Buckland 

St Michael’s  
Betchworth 

3 October 
Trinty 18 

   10am  Family Communion 
4pm    Connect at 4 

1o October 
Trinity 19 

 10am  Iona Communion 2-5pm  Launch of  ‘Pillars’ 
4pm    Connect at 4 

17 October 
Trinity 20 

  
 

10am  Parish Communion 
4pm    Connect at 4 

24 October 
Trinity 21 

10am  Parish Communion 
 

4pm    Connect at 4 
6pm    Choral Evensong 

31 October 
All Saints 

4pm  All Souls Service 10am  Family & Pet Service 
4pm    Connect at 4 

https://stmichaelsbetchworth.net/
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HARVEST FESTIVAL, PET SERVICE & PICNIC 
SUNDAY 3  OCTOBER—ST MICHAEL’s BETCHWORTH    

 
This year we are celebrating harvest festival with a slight difference. Harvest is a 
time when we thank God for creation, or all that the earth provides for us and 
also those who labour for our benefit. Those who labour are not just human 
there are many animals that work hard for our wellbeing. Not just farm animals 
but companions, service animals. The 4th October as many of you know we 
celebrate St Francis of Assisi who believed that everything has a place in this 
world. It felt right therefore to give thanks and praise for our beloved pets who 
bring us so much joy on Sunday 3rd October 10am at St Michael’s Church. We 
welcome all pets to this service to come and receive a blessing as we also offering 

our gifts to those in need at this time. 
We look forward to seeing you all, dogs, 
cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, mice, horses 
maybe a bit of a squeeze! Please be 
mindful of the animals wellbeing by 
sitting somewhere where your pet 
won’t be stressed e,g a cat who is not 
keen on dogs etc etc.  
 
Following the Service at 2pm, with an 
opportunities to pop-home first, we 
have a sociable picnic by the church. It 
will be a fabulous day and look forward 
to seeing you all 

Reverend Anna  
 

Note: Bucklanders are of course welcome 

to join both the service and picnic at St 

Michaels.   There will not be a Harvest 

Festival Service at St Mary’s Buckland this 

year, nor a Harvest Lunch.   



 

7 October 2021 

MYSTERIOUS THEFT FROM OUR CHURCHES 
 
 It is with regret that I write to inform you that theft has occurred in our churches. 
On Sunday 22nd August between 12.30-4pm someone visited St Mary’s Buckland 
and again  on Friday 27th August between 12-4pm at St Michael’s Betchworth, and 
has taken it upon themselves to remove all the social distancing tape that was 
carefully measured to protect the congregation together with a substantial 
amount of rope that marked off the pews and choir stalls whilst the church is not 
being used for services.  

Whilst this may seem to many a trivial matter it is quite disconcerting that theft 
has occurred in the church which is left open for all to enjoy. Despite the 
government announcement to remove all restrictions, we felt that alongside 
retail and restaurants we still wanted to offer a choice for people to  social 
distance, given that many of our congregation members are vulnerable. We have 
taken the decision to report the incident to the police who are now  monitoring 
both churches and would be grateful if anyone who may have seen someone 
leave the church with rope etc to contact either myself or the Churchwardens.  

These items cost money to replace which given the current climate we struggle 
to afford.  Thank you for your help and vigilance in this matter. 

 Revd Anna and the Churchwardens 

ROSES IN THE CHURCHYARD 

I hope everyone has noticed how colourful the churchyard roses are which line 
both paths to the church.   The view is  are also splendid from the road as you go 
east.  A treat for drivers !   They contribute so much to the church, and seem 
especially good this year.   All the credit for this must go to Everett and Carol 
Leeds who look after the churchyard.   

Everett is often seen quietly attending to and pruning the roses, and we all 
benefit from his time and knowledgeable green fingers. Many of the roses are 
memorials themselves and I am sure the families of those in whose names the 
roses were planted appreciate his time and care.  So thank you Everett and Carol. 

David Sayce and Liz Vahey , Churchwardens  



 

8 October 2021 

IONA SERVICES—request for a Pianist and/or Wind/string  
instrumentalist  and singers 

 
The contemplative style of IONA Services has been a feature of Buckland services 
for over 20 years , introduced by the late Revd. Pattie Vigers.   It is a tradition we 
will continue to respect on a monthly basis in the new-format of service 
schedules.    
 
The service does not lend itself to the organ music, but  to piano and one or two 
wind or string instruments.  We currently have a great flautist—Hannah Wilson, 
but do not currently have a pianist or second musician.      
 
We also have a small group of singers who will chant some of the traditional folk-
style Iona music.   Standing at the back of the church, this music drifts over the 
congregation anonymously without being the ’show’ of a choir from the front 
choir stalls.    
 
Many of us do love this type of service and if  you would like to join us as our 
pianist or instrumentalist or to sing with us, and to help shape the way the 
service develops, then we would love to hear from you.   Please contact either 
Revd. Anna or Hannah Wilson (hwilson4@hotmail.co.uk )  in the first instance.   
We  anticipate one  practice session and one service per month.    

Revd. Anna   
 

Iona Abbey, Outer Hebrides— a place of pilgrimage since the 7th Century 
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ORGAN FUND 

Since the article in May on Chris Slater's progress in playing all the hymns in the 
hymn book, I am pleased to say that Chris's playing has raised over £1200 which 
includes a small amount of gift aid.  Thank you Chris. 
 
The Covid pandemic has not only halted our progress in raising money but also 
has meant the estimated cost has risen partly because our preferred and lowest 
priced organ builder has pulled out.  After re-tendering and including some 
contingency funds for anticipated extra spends, the overall cost has increased to 
£37,000 excluding VAT.  We have raised about a third so far with money already 
received and grant promises, and are investigating with FOSM's help other means 
of bridging the gap. 

David Sayce 

SERMON  - Illustrative  Worms 
 
The Rector decided that a visual demonstration would add emphasis to her 
Sunday sermon.  Four worms were placed into four separate jars. The first worm 
was put into a container of alcohol. The second worm was put into a container of 
cigarette smoke.   The third worm was put into a container of chocolate syrup. 
The fourth worm was put into a container of good clean soil.  
At the conclusion of the sermon, the Rector reported the following results:  The 
first worm in alcohol . . . Dead.  The second worm in cigarette smoke . . . Dead. 
Third worm in chocolate syrup . . . Dead.  Fourth worm in good clean soil . . . Alive. 
 
So the Rector asked her congregation, ‘What did you learn from this 
demonstration?’  There was silence, until one chap at the back suggested:          
‘As long as you drink, smoke and eat chocolate, you won't have worms?’ 

THANK YOU TO OUR ANONYMOUS DONOR 

Earlier in 2021 the church received a substantial donation from a  donor, for whom 
no-one in the church seems to have contact details.  Hence, the Rector and PCC 
would like to use these pages to say a 'big thank you' in appreciation of this 
gift.    If the donor wishes to direct the fees to a particular cause (eg. general fund 
or organ fund), then do please contact our Treasurer (01737 841058  or             
treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com ) who will respect your anonymity. 
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Buckland Matters 

BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

MVDC Draft Local Plan 
The Future Mole Valley website (www.futuremolevalley.org) 
will hopefully, by the time you are reading this update, 
provide you with access to MVDC’s draft local plan and to a 
complete library of background documents that have 
informed the preparation of the draft plan and policies map.   
 
At the time of writing (12th September), MVDC had 
announced its proposal to invite representations on the 
version of the new Local Plan it intends to submit to the Planning Inspectorate 
for independent examination.   
 
As this stage of the Local Plan preparation will be a “publication” rather than a 
“consultation”,  MVDC’s role will be to collect representations submitted by 7th 
November 2021 and append them to the Local Plan to be forwarded on to the 
Planning Inspectorate.   
 
Buckland Parish Council invites local residents and businesses to attend a virtual 
meeting, to be held via zoom at 8pm on Monday 4th October 2021 to bring to 
Council’s attention any aspect of the MVDC draft local plan they wish Council to 
consider when drafting its representation; a copy of which will be published on 
the village website before the end of October. 
 
Please take the time to review the draft local plan and, if you have any relevant 
concerns, submit a representation to ensure the Planning Inspectorate is 
provided with comprehensive feedback from Mole Valley residents. 
 
Gatwick – Growth Plan 
Gatwick Airport Limited (GAL) has launched a consultation on its proposals to 
bring the airport’s emergency runway into routine use alongside the Main 
Runway to allow passenger numbers to grow to more than 75m by 2038, against 
46m in 2019 and compared to 62.4m if the development is not allowed. 
 
The scope of GAL’s proposals means this development is classed as a Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Project that requires GAL to apply to the UK 

http://www.futuremolevalley.org
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Government for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to build and operate it and 
GAL must demonstrate it has consulted with the local community prior to 
submitting its application.  The consultation, which closes on 1 December 2021, 
can be accessed via the home page of the Gatwick Airport website 
(www.gatwickairport.com) together with details of a mobile office tour and 
locations where printed documents can be viewed.  
 
If you do not have access to the internet, you will be able to collect a copy of the 
Consultation Summary Document and Questionnaire from the mobile project 
office when it visits Morrisons, Reigate, between 9.30am and 12.30pm and 
Dorking Sports Centre between 2pm and 5pm on Thursday 30th September 2021 
or at Sainsburys, Redhill, between 2pm and 5pm on Thursday 14th October 2021.   
The Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign (GACC) works to help protect the 
interests of communities around Gatwick Airport.  Buckland Parish Council is a 
member of GACC and encourages residents to consider joining GACC 
(www.gacc.org.uk).  
 

Sheena Boyce, Clerk     parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net 

OCTOBER  EVENTS  
 
3 October , 11 am Harvest Festival Service—with pets, Joint church service, (p.6) 
3 October , 2pm Picnic Lunch , Joint Buckland & Betchworth churches (p.6) 
4 October, 8pm  Buckland Parish Council open ZOOM meeting on MVDC Local 
Development plan (p.10) 
17 October,  2pm. Betchworth Castle Guided Walk (pre-book only, p. 30) 
18 October, 2.30pm, ZOOM talk on Magic & Illusion, Arts Society (p.31) 
1 November.  Dorking u3a.  Guided visit to West Horsley Place (p.28) 

BIN LADEN STRIKES AGAIN ... 

Is you garden bin laden with green rubbish?    It may stay that way for some time, 
as MVDC has cancelled the Garden Bin Collections ‘for the foreseeable future’.   
They blame the shortage of drivers, though I’ve seen some quite tall ones.  If you 
subscribe to garden bin collections, you may have had a personal letter 
explaining this at great length:  it is jolly kind of them to let us know.  Apologies 
for the irresistible silly headline. 

DF 

http://www.gatwickairport.com
https://www.gacc.org.uk/contact-us.php
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BUCKLAND LOW CARBON NETWORK 
Electric Cars 

 
The Buckland Low Carbon Network held its fourth virtual meeting on 14th Septem-
ber, on the topic of electric cars, for those who are considering getting an electric 
car, and would like to know more about the practicalities, costs, and carbon im-
pact.  With 10% of all new car sales in the UK now being electric (now outselling 
both hybrids and diesel), the topic is of growing interest. We heard from three 
members of the local community with experience of running electric cars.  
We shared experience of what it is like to drive an electric car, and of the practicali-
ties of charging them, both for everyday use, and for long journeys. 
 
For most owners, the vast majority of charging is done on their home charger, and 
we heard that costs of home charging can be as low as 1p per mile when charging 
overnight on off-peak tariff (compared to 12-18p per mile for a petrol car).  Owners 
also shared their experience of the practicalities of doing long journeys in electric 
cars, noting that the new generation of electric cars (with a range of over 200 
miles), and the spread of rapid public charging points (with over 5000 now in-
stalled in the UK), make this a much more practical experience, that may take no 
longer than a similar journey in a conventional car.   We looked at research on the 
relative costs of electric and petrol cars, noting that electric cars are still significant-
ly more expensive to buy, but that their running costs are much lower - primarily 
due to lower fuel costs, lower repairs and maintenance costs, and no road tax. 
Most recent studies indicate that for an average driver, the total costs of owner-
ship over 4 years are now similar to an equivalent conventional car. 
 
The main environmental benefit of electric cars is that they have no damaging ex-
haust emissions, so help to reduce both CO2 and air pollution. We reviewed re-
search comparing the total lifecycle emissions of electric cars and petrol cars (ie 
including the cost of production and disposal of the car, and the costs of producing 
and transporting the energy they use), and heard that total lifecycle CO2 emissions 
are around 40% of a petrol car, if using a green energy supplier at home. For most 
households, this will be the second biggest thing they can do to reduce their car-
bon impact (behind switching to renewable heating).   Finally, we heard that an 
electric car might be less suitable for people with only on-street parking at home, 
for people who do a very low mileage, and for people who need to tow a trailer or 
caravan. 
 
If any Buckland residents would like further information on this topic, please feel 
free to contact me. 

Ken Caldwell, Convenor, ken@caldwells.uk.net 
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Puzzle Pages 

Grade: Medium.  

Solution on p.34 

 

Solution on p.34 

October 
Harvest 
Thanksgiving 
bounty 
God 
 
creation 
generosity 
supermarket 
food 
vast 
 
variety 
edible 
choice 
endless 
millions 

starving 
pray 
give 
charities  
eat 
 
help 
desperate  

SUDOKU 

WORDSEARCH  - Harvest 
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Across 
1  ‘Those who were 
standing near Paul said, 
“You — to insult God’s 
high priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) 
(4) 
3  They were assigned to 
guard the tree of life 
(Genesis 3:24) (8) 
9  ‘Elkanah son of 
Jeroham, the son of Elihu, 
the — of — , the son of 
Zuph, an Ephraimite’ (1 
Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 
10 Surrender (Joshua 
24:23) (5) 
11 Where American 
livestock can be reared 
(5) 
12 Listen (anag.) (6) 
14 Alternative name for 
Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 
6:2) (6,2,5) 
17 He founded 
Westminster Abbey, — 
the Confessor (6) 
19 Hebrew word for the 
place of the dead (5) 
22 Allies of Persia in the 
fifth century BC (Esther 
1:3) (5) 
23 Where John Wesley 
was forced to preach a lot 
(4,3) 
24 Rebellion against God; 
abandonment of religious 
belief (8) 
25 Note (anag.) (4) 
 

Down 
1  Give an account of 
(Mark 4:30) (8) 
2  ‘I — — the path of your 
commands, for you have 
set my heart free’ (Psalm 
119:32) (3,2) 
4  ‘He took the ephod, 
the other — — and the 
carved image’ (Judges 
18:20) (9,4) 
5  ‘You are a chosen 
people, a — 
priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) 
(5) 
6  The meek, the merciful 
and the mourners are all 
this (Matthew 5:4–5, 7) 
(7) 
7  Musical Instrument 
Digital Interface (1,1,1,1) 
8  He was the son of Nun 

(Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 
13 ‘Let the little — come 
to me’ (Matthew 19:14) 
(8) 
15 ‘About three thousand 
were — — their number 
that day’ (Acts 2:41) (5,2) 
16 In John’s vision, the 
wall of the new Jerusalem 
was made of this 
(Revelation 21:18) (6) 
18 ‘Our citizenship is in 
heaven. And we eagerly 
— a Saviour from there, 
the Lord Jesus 
Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) 
(5) 
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with 
me: let us — his name 
together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5) 
21 Young Men’s Christian 
Association (1,1,1,1) 

CROSSWORD   Solution p.34 



 

15 October 2021 

GARDENING NOTES—OCTOBER 
Plan for the Spring! 

 
We have reached the autumn, the time to be tempted to plant spring-flowering 
bulbs. Although they are available in pots in the early months of the year, it’s far 
better  - and cheaper -  to dig them in now. Bulbs are easy to plant, and are 
excellent for children to enjoy.  
 
Indoors, prepared hyacinths planted in bowls can be in flower by Christmas. Plant 
with the tip of the bulb just showing, lightly water the bulb fibre, and keep in a 
cool, dark place. When the buds appear after a few weeks, bring the bowl into a 
normally-lit room and look forward to a few weeks of colour and scent. (n.b. 
wear gloves when handling hyacinth bulbs, as they can cause skin rashes). 
Paperwhite narcissi are also popular for indoor flowering, again for their heady 
scent as well as their pure white flowers.  
 
For outside bulbs, the choice is huge, but size matters. For low flowering, 
consider crocus, iris, cyclamen and snowdrops: planting in groups will have a 
better effect than spreading too thinly, especially with smaller bulbs which can 
be drowned out by other plants. Also, for a natural effect, scatter bulbs and plant 
them where they land. Fritillaria Meleagris (Snake’s Head Fritillary) and Fritillaria 
Michailovskyi are both excellent for naturalising and will reach around 20cm.  
For medium height, there are a whole array of tulips of all shades from the bright 
orange Sunlover (40cm), to the refreshingly variegated Flaming Spring Green 
(45cm) to the rich, dark (almost back) Paul Sherer (45cm). To complement these, 
there are plenty of narcissi at this height, which will usually flower in March and 
April, about a month earlier than tulips.  
 
If you need height, Allium Globemaster (80cm high), Gladiator (120cm) and 
Summer Drummer, a massive 1.8 metres tall with 20cm flower heads, will all 
provide an impressive show in June and July. They are excellent pollinating plants 
and can be cut and dried for indoor our outdoor displays.  

 

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries 

Features 
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WHAT IS THE DAILY EXAMEN? 

St Ignatius  of Loyola, Spain (1491-1556) was the founder of the Jesuits.  He wrote  
a treatise called ‘Spiritual Exercises’ - one of which is the Daily Examen.  This 
describes a technique of reflection on the events of the day, in order to detect 
God’s presence and discern his direction for us.  

St. Ignatius thought that the Examen was a gift that came directly from God, and 
that God wanted it to be shared as widely as possible. One of the few rules of 
prayer that Ignatius made for the Jesuit order was the requirement that Jesuits 
practice the Examen twice daily—at noon and at the end of the day. It’s a habit 
that Jesuits, and many other Christians, practice to this day. 

Fundamentally, the Examen is a review of the day using a simple structure of 
asking oneself a pair of questions.  For Ignatius these questions were: 

• Where have we experienced Consolation today? and 

• Where have we experienced Desolation? 
 
This medieval technique has been adapted for modern life.  A book titled 
‘Sleeping with bread: Holding what gives you life’ (Dennis, Sheila & Matthew 
Linn, 1995) reconsidered the wisdom and practicalities of the ‘Examen.’ This 
modern version suggests a daily reflection using one or more of the following 
questions : 

• For what I am most grateful today? 
  When did I feel most alive today?    
  When did I feel most love today? 

And the opposites: 

• For what am I least grateful for today? 
 When did I feel most drained today?    
 When did I feel least love today? 
 

As answers emerge to these questions we are encouraged to look closely at 
what happened, accept it and then be aware of our responses.  These will be 
individual and personal. 
 
The book explains the rewards of taking up this practice on a daily basis.  Firstly, 
an increasing ability to discern God’s voice among the myriad other voices 
present in our everyday life.   Secondly, as a counterbalance for our natural 
optimism or pessimism as one considers both life-giving and life-draining aspects 
of the day; and finally as a process that can aid our decision making in life.  This 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-community/jesuit-organizations/
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will not prevent us from making mistakes but more importantly the practice 
will enable us to learn well from those mistakes.   It is  like stepping back to be 
an ‘observer’ on events in your own life, and looking at how you responded 
and how you felt. 
 
The final section of this book is a series of questions and answers.  For 
example, ‘You keep talking as if God’s will is always for me to give and receive 
more love.  How do I know that?  Every day I have to be in situations that drain 
life from me and where I don’t feel able to give or receive love.’    To read the 
enlightening answer, you will need to read the book. 
 
A second book on the subject is ‘Re-imagining the Ignatian Examen: fresh ways 
to pray from your day’ (Mark Thibodeaux 2015).  This book offers over 30 ways 
of conducting your daily reflection, and also looking forward to the following 
day’s gifts and challenges in a new way. 
 
Finally ‘Consciousness Examen’ (George Aschenbrenner, 1988) is more 
thought provoking.   Socrates’ - a 4th Century BC philosopher—claimed that 
‘the unexamined life is not worth living’.   In other words, if you live the 
‘modern life’—even in the time of Socrates(!) - being spontaneous, 
materialistic, following your own will at all times, then you will never really gain 
a fulfilled, happy ’life’ at all.    The Examen technique is NOT about exposing do
-only-good and be God-ly vs. doing bad, antisocial or immoral things and being 
un-Godly.   Rather than striving for self-perfection, it is about your discernment 
of your consciousness—in other words how your thoughts are translated into 
actions, and whether God’s will is at work within you.   It is an ‘examination of 
your consciousness’.  Are you acting on your intuition—God’s small voice 
within you? 
 
If this practice is new to you, go online and read a little and give it a go.  You 
may ‘think’ the answers through for yourself.  Or you can say them out loud to 
yourself while alone walking or in the car, etc.  Or you can write down the 
things that occur to you in a personal journal.    A daily ‘Gratitude list’ is a often 
suggested as a self-help technique to feel more positive about yourself and 
your present circumstances.   If you cannot think of things to be grateful for—
then you soon will, by reading the texts in these books.  In old fashioned 
terminology, this practice will lift you out of feeling sorry for yourself.  And in 
new terminology, it will enhance your mental wellbeing.   And it’s all thanks to 
Christian Teachings almost 500 years ago. 
 

Edited from an article by Sonya Barrow, in Focus on Spirituality, Issue 70, 2018. 
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The Les Barker Poem   
(www.mrsackroyd.com) 

 

I can’t find my camouflage net 

I don’t know where I’ve put it; 
I’ve looked, but I’ve not found it yet. 

It’s somewhere in the garden, 
I can’t find my camouflage  net. 

 
It’s a sort of greeny colour, 

Very much like the lawn.   
It somewhere in the garden 

But I don’t know where it’s gorn. 
 

You can buy ‘em in packs of a dozen, 
It’s not long since I had the set. 

You just put ‘em down and they vanish,  
I can’t find my camouflage net. 

 
I ordered ‘em last year from Millets; 

I had to go back and remind  ‘em. 
They said the hadn’t forgotten,  

They said they just couldn’t find ’em. 
 

It’s a good job you don’t have to feed ‘em,  
I suppose they’d make a good pet. 

Except they don’t come when you call ’em. 
I can’t find my camouflage net. 

 
I draped one over the Transit, 

That’s when the trouble began. 
I’d go back to the shop for another,  

but I can’t find the van. 



Local Services 

Buckland Parish Magazine 

 

 

  

  

i 

 

MOT Testing 

Station 
 

 

Repairs & Servicing 

to all makes 
 

 

Reigate Road 
Buckland, 

Near Reigate 
 

01737 
242766 

SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS 
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists 

 

35 years experience, Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

 

Domestic, commercial and listed 
buildings, new builds 

 

Lime Mortar, Stonework,  
Crack Stitching 

 

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork 
pointing undertaken by traditional 

brickwork pointers 
 

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,  
Church Street, Betchworth 

01737 844364 or 07821 614909 
Email:  markgilbert@live.com;   
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk 

mailto:markgilbert@live.com
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Tel:  07760 852540 
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S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

•  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

•  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

•  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

•  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

•  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  

 

 Chris 
  Long 
                    

 

 

 

• GRASSCUTTING 

• HEDGE CUTTING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCE 

• SHED & GARAGE 
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS 

 

TEL:  01737 844039 
MOB: 07887 505811 
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Zoe 

Open: 10am till 5pm Tuesday to Friday 
10am till 1pm Saturday 

 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 
TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm 
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

THE HAIR S TUDIO 
ON BROCKHAM GREEN 

Open 9am-5pm Tues to Sat 1pm 

Unisex sa lon 

Carefree hair for  

your ind ividua l needs 

Tel 01737 843533 

Myra V. Baston 
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST 

 

Chartered Physiotherapist 
Craniosacral Therapist 

 
15a Dene Street, Dorking  RH4 2DB 

Tel:  01306 889680 

 

Josh Flynn 
Gardening Maintenance 

 

Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery 
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control 

 
Tel:  01737 202179 
Mob: 07920 715779 
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Payroll—VAT—Tax Returns 
Local to Betchworth 

 
Call:  01737 652852 

Email:  info@a4cgroup.co.uk 

 
Surrey Mole & Wasp         

Control 
 

Professional Pest control 
Service      

Fully Qualified, Fully Insured     
Tel: 01737 844 364 
Mob: 07821 614909  
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 

www.viviencresswell.co.uk 
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Based in Redhill, we offer cloud accounting set-up and 
training, coaching and advice for new start-ups 

  and established businesses. Guiding you through the maze 
of accounting  and tax compliance.  

Helping you realise your dreams 
 

Contact: Stuart Cooper: 0771073676 
enquiries@scbc.uk.net/ www.scbc.uk.net 

mailto:enquiries@scbc.uk.net
http://www.scbc.uk.net
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MUSIC IN DORKING 

Finally, after many months of enforced 
silence, we can once again enjoy the 
pleasure of some live music!  The concert 
season in Dorking begins with the Dorking 
Chamber Orchestra and their conductor 
Andrew Morley.  Their programme will 
open with Schubert’s lively Overture in the 

Italian style, and finish with Beethoven’s second symphony.  In the middle is a 
rarity, a concerto for double bass by Bottesini, with Nathan Perry as the soloist.  
Giovanni Bottesini was a nineteenth-century Italian and besides being a 
conductor and a composer, he was a virtuoso player of the double bass who 
greatly extended the technique of the instrument.  Grove’s Dictionary says that 
‘even today his many double bass compositions are seldom performed on 
account of their great difficulty’! 
 
The Leith Hill Musical Festival is holding its annual “Come & Sing” event, this year 
offering a chance to sing Verdi’s great Requiem, one of the most powerful and 
dramatic works in the choral repertoire and highly exhilarating to sing.  
Participants will learn the music during the day under the guidance of the festival 
conductor Jonathan Willcocks and then give a complete performance of this 
magnificent work with four professional soloists and the virtuosic Alan Brown at 
the piano.  Registration is at 9.30 in the morning and the day will end at 4.45. 
 
The Dorking Concertgoers has a full season of concerts planned, beginning with a 
recital by the Dorking-based guitarist Fiona Harrison.  Fiona is a brilliant performer 
on her instrument and her programme is an unusually wide-ranging one, with 
music dating from the renaissance up to the present time, and embracing many 
styles from sedate dances to evocative Spanish music and even some jazz! 
 
Looking ahead to November, the Dorking Choral Society has an exciting concert 
on the theme of The Sea, including Stanford’s Songs of the fleet, two movements 
from Vaughan Williams’ Sea Symphony and Elgar’s Sea Pictures.  The Dorking 
Philharmonia will play music by Haydn, Beethoven and Saint-Saens.  And the 
Jubilee string quartet will play music by Haydn, Schubert and Beethoven. 
 
9th at 5.30, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Martin’s church 
16th at 9.30am, LHMF Come and Sing at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717 
23rd at 7.30, guitar recital at Dorking Halls, £21, 01306 740619  

Ian Codd 
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15 

Eric & Muriel 

Atkinson 

THE INSCRIPTION 
 

In loving memory  
Eric Atkinson 1913-1974 

Muriel Atkinson 1912-1999 
 

Plot A118 (Rose plaque) 

Eric Arthur Atkinson was born on 29 
December 1913, in Lewes Sussex, 
where his parents owned a newsa-
gents shop.  In 1939 he married Muriel 
Wicks and their first home together 
was at 8 Chase Road, Epsom.1  Eric was 
working for Epsom & Ewell District 
Council as a Sanitary & Hygiene Inspec-
tor.   In 1948 he moved to Dorking & 
Horley RDC as the Chief Sanitory In-
spector & Housing Manager.   They had 
a brief spell living in Horley.  In WW2 
the Army had requisitioned Buckland’s 
‘The White House’ on Old Rd, and af-
terwards passed it back to the Council 
who converted it into five flats.  Eric 
allocated the best one (No.5, top right) 
to himself and they moved there in 
October 1949.   However, the Council 
decided that the flats were too smart 
for their portfolio, and decided to sell 

them off.  Eric and family moved on to 
14 Orchard Way, Woodhatch in 1952.   
However they had already become 
attached to Buckland, and kept their 
boys at Buckland School, where the 
headmistress was Miss Euston.  Eric 
then designed and oversaw the con-
struction of Brambledown in Station 
Road, Betchworth—later known as 
Springfield.  Eric and Muriel moved 
there in December 1955 whilst contin-
uing to attend church at St Mary’s 
Buckland.   In 197o they moved to Pri-
ors Lee in Old Road, Buckland.2 

 
Eric & Muriel had two sons, Geoffrey 
(b.1943) and Nicholas, known as Nick
(b.1947).  Both attended Reigate 
Grammar School and both achieved 
their Queens Scout Award. Geoffrey 
gained degrees in Economics at 
Sheffield, and in Music at Aberdeen.   
For 40 years he was organist and 
choirmaster at Queen's Cross Church 
and he continues to live in Aberdeen-
shire.  Nick gained a PhD in Forestry 
from Bangor and enjoyed a full career 
with the Dartmoor National Park Au-
thority and continues to live in 
Devon2.  
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Neither Eric nor Muriel were particular-
ly sporting.  They sometimes played 
tennis, but not with great success be-
cause Eric would not run after the ball 
(his heart?) .  However, Muriel and her 
family had sport in the veins , with an 
aunt who played hockey for Surrey.  
Thus, the boys’ keen interest in playing 
and following sport (with considerable 
prowess in Nick’s case) derives from 
Muriel.2  
 
Eric was responsible for managing the 
build of new social housing in the Dor-
king area, and Atkinson House - the 
sheltered retirement housing by Betch-
worth Post Office - is named ‘Atkinson 
House’ after him.    Eric had a  success-
ful and distinguished career in Local 
Government, as many tributes showed 
following his death.     
 

He made a big contribution to St 
Mary’s Buckland, as a Sidesman and a 
member of the Parochial Church Coun-
cil.   Eric acquired a strange reed organ 
with two manuals and pedals, and an 
electric blower—which Geoffrey—an 
accomplished organist—has never 
come across its like anywhere else.   
Eric’s occasional bouts of eccentricity 
showed up when he adapted the gar-
den summer house, installing the organ 
and adding stained glass windows and 
a sign over the door reading ‘La Salle 
d’Orgue’.  At one Christmas a party of 
Carol Singers arrived a the door and 
immediately he opened up the organ 
room and accompanied them, to their 
surprise and delight!2 

 
Eric researched the first ‘History of our 
Church’ published3 in 1971, and particu-
larly applied his knowledge of how new  

Muriel & Eric Atkinson 1962 
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Acts of Parliament legislated the parish 
of Buckland to make changes, three 
examples of which are given below: 
 

Referring to the Burial register, he 
quotes ‘Ambrose Brown Lord of 
this Manor buried in a linen 
shroud’ (1659) & ‘John Dove, buried 
in a woolen shroud’ (1742).  It was 
not until the mid 18th and 19th cen-
turies that coffin burial became 
universal.  The use of linen & wool-
en shrouds, and later coffins, were 
not the whims of the family, but 
driven by new Acts of Parliament 
promoting the use of wool, and 
later of timber. 
 
He explained how in 1670, legisla-
tion made our churchwardens re-
sponsible for the budget of the 
church, and distribution of money 
to the poor of the Parish.  Small 
payments were made to passing 
travellers and vagrants in need, 
‘paid Goody [old Lady] Allen for 
bread, beer & lodging, one night’ in 
1671. 
 
From 1734, the churchwardens had 
to formally mange the Poor Relief 
Fund and provide accommodation 
to comply with a new Act of Parlia-
ment.  A property [Dowdes Cot-
tage, Lawrence Lane] was rented 
for Buckland Workhouse.  When 
more space was need, the Work-
house moved to larger premises 
[Orchard Farm, Lawrence Lane, 
Buckland] rented from Mr Thomas 

Beaumont from 1776 to 1829, at an 
annual rent of £15 rising to £18. 

 
Eric died suddenly at the age of 60 on 
10 April 1974, just a few days after his 
retirement.  It was the day of the Annu-
al PCC meeting, where he was due to 
elected as a churchwarden!5   It was 
discovered that he had a congenital 
heart defect, which could have taken 
him at any stage earlier.  These days, 
this would have been identified and 
rectified.2   Eric’s obituary4 noted that ‘in 
spite of his many and considerable 
gifts, he was humble and quiet, yet 
with a real sense of humour and fun.   
We shall remember him for his many 
kindnesses and love and for his secure 
faith in the Lord and Master he served 
and love faithfully and well’. 

 
His widow Muriel lived a further 25 
years in Buckland staying on at Priors 
Lee.  Nick provided the following mem-
ories of his mother2 – ‘Mum’s life 
spanned 87 years, largely happy ones 
she always said, and full of good mem-
ories.   Muriel was brought up and went 
to school in Chertsey, Surrey.  She em-
braced the traditional values of home, 
family and community.  Two of her do-
mestic skills stood out – her needle-
work and her cookery.  Buckland WI 
(Women’s Institute) was a huge part of 
Mum’s life for many years – an able 
programme secretary, secretary and 
eventually President.  She was also ac-
tive in the Heather Club, jumble sales, 
and fetes and a regular worshipper at 
St Mary’s Buckland.   After Eric died so 
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soon after retiring, robbing him of a 
leisurely retirement, Muriel learnt to 
drive – and three clutches, several in-
structors and a year or two later, she 
passed her driving test at the age of 63.   
Her Buckland friendships were an es-
sential part of her wellbeing through-
out and her contribution to Parish life 
was very strong throughout those 
years’. 
 
Martin Boyce recalls that ‘she was a 
very kind person and when Sheena and 
I married at Buckland she lent Sheena 
Priors Lee for the night before the wed-
ding’.5.    Muriel died in 1999, aged 87, 
and is remembered with Eric on a com-
memorative Rose plaque A118. 
 

 
References 
1 1939 Electoral Register, Findmy-

Past.co.uk 
2 Information provided by Nick & 

Geoffrey Atkinson, sons of Eric & 
Muriel. June 2021 

3 ‘The Church of St Mary the Virgin 
Buckland, Surrey’ Eric A Atkinson 
1971.38pp, limited copies (now 
held by Church Vestry, Surrey His-
tory Centre & DF)  

4 Buckland Parish Magazine, Obitu-
ary April 1974 

5 Memories from Martin Boyce 
 
Thanks to Nick & Geoffrey Atkinson for 
contributing & approving this text, and 
to Martin Boyce for providing contact 
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL 
When the Film Makers come to Church 

The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 
It has all been excitement and activity here this last 
week, with a period drama being filmed using our 
church. It was remarkable how many people felt the 
need to drop in to church to collect magazines, check 
the reading rota or arrange flowers, just happening to stumble over the film stars 
en route. If only they were filming every week, then our brasses would be 
permanently gleaming, woodwork smothered in beeswax and the notice board 
kept in a state of perpetual tidiness. 
 
Our Ladies Guild was thrilled to be asked to take part in a crowd scene. I saw 
little point in the wardrobe department taking hours fitting them out with 
Victorian dresses, as the result was little different from normal. The only 
awkward moment came after filming, when Mrs Simms was told she could now 
remove her bustle. She told the girl she already had.   The producer thanked me 
for taking the trouble of going round church before they arrived, removing all 
those modern conveniences that would not have been there in the nineteenth 
century. I hadn’t the heart to tell him that nothing was any different from 
normal. 
 
Lord Marchmount was thoroughly miffed that they were not also using his castle 
for filming, even though the producer explained with exemplary patience that 
they needed a nineteenth century setting, not one which looked as if the cast 
had just returned from the Crusades. His revenge, getting the farm staff to 
spread slurry in all the surrounding fields throughout filming, has apparently 
meant that film stars now have a clause in their contracts protecting them from 
rural life. The issue of whether the outbreak of salmonella poisoning in the cast 
had anything to do with the catering caravan being liberally coated is to be 
settled in the courts.    When all was finished, I thought it only right to invite the 
film crew and actors to the vicarage for sherry. When the producer left, I was 
delighted to be told he had just discovered the perfect home for filming his next 
project – which is about Elizabethan poverty. 
 
Your loving uncle,  Eustace 
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True meaning of Peace 
 

The most important factor 
In maintaining peace within oneself 

In the face of any difficulty, 
Is one’s mental attitude. 

 
If it is distorted by such feelings 

As anger, attachment or jealousy, 
Then even the most comfortable environment 

Will bring one no peace. 
 

On the other hand, 
If one’s attitude is generally calm and gentle, 

Then even a hostile environment 
Will have little effect 

on one’s own inner peace. 
 

Since the basic source of peace  
And happiness is one’s own 

Mental attitude, it is worthwhile 
Adopting means to develop it  

In a positive way. 
 

The 15th (XTV) Dalai Lama 

BUCKLAND—1950’s BUNGALOW FOR SALE—£193,500 
 

New to the market. 
Genuine low price. 

 
Larger than it appears: 
 Four bedrooms, large 
garden,  rural views. 

Needs only decorative work. 
 

See p.34 for details 
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HAPPY MARRIAGES... 
 
Wife : ‘I have blisters on my hands from the broom’. 
Husband : ‘Silly girl! Next time take the car’. 
 
I told my wife that she should embrace her mistakes.  She came over and hugged 
me. 
 
Elderly couple in church.   Husband turns to wife and says : "I've just done a silent 
trump, what should I do ?   Wife: ‘Replace the batteries in your hearing aid’. 
 
I asked my Grandpa - ‘After 60 years of marriage, you still call Grandma 'Darling', 
'Sweetie' and 'Honey'. What's your secret?’ 
Grandpa: ‘I forgot her name 5 years ago and I'm too afraid to ask her’. 
 
When people tell me ‘You're going to regret that in the morning’, I make sure the 
alarm is set for noon.  I'm still a problem solver. 
 
I'd agree with you, but then we would both be wrong. 
 
After years of marriage, I’ve finally learned he ultimate secret to keep a woman 
satisfied in bed.  Let her keep sleeping. 
 
A good marriage is one where each partner secretly suspects they got the better 
deal. 
 
A policeman explained to his Duty Officer that he’d just left the house of a wom-
an who said, ‘I’ve just shot my husband.  He stepped on the kitchen floor I’d just 
mopped.’   ‘Have you arrested her?’ asked the Duty Officer.   ‘No, not yet.  The 
floor is still wet.’ 
 
I once gave my husband the silent treatment for an entire week.   At the end of 
the week he said ‘Hey, I think we’ve been getting along pretty well this week’. 
 
Woman thinks:  When you’ve been married a long time, you get to know what 
the other person thinks.  
Man thinks: No you don’t. 
 

Contributions mainly from Everett Leeds  
(but not from his personal experience, of course!) 
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Societies & Charities 

BBCS - WE ARE BACK! 
 
For fifteen long months, BBCS 
were rehearsing every week 
on Zoom, as well as keeping in 
touch with each other with 
online quiz nights which were a 
lot of fun.  
  
BBCS are now returning home to 
Betchworth Village Hall, to 
shake off the vocal cobwebs and 
once again enjoy live rehearsals.  
For the new term our Musical 
Director, Jamie Sperling, has 
chosen some much-needed up-
lifting music for us to sing, fea-
turing GF Handel's Coronation 
Anthems counterpointed 
with Howard Goodall's Eternal 
Light.  
 
In the early weeks of rehearsals 
we will be thinking about our 
breathing, vocal technique and 
posture, in order to build up our 
vocal stamina after such a long period away from regularly rehearsing together. 
Our hope is to run an extended Saturday rehearsal, in November, followed by a 
chance to share our work, with friends and family, in a showcase of the Handel 
and Goodall. We will then do our usual Christmas run, before reconvening in Jan-
uary 2022 to start preparations for the Leith Hill Music Festival.   
 
We are a friendly and informal choir, proud that many of our members belong to 
the two villages of Buckland and Betchworth, but also that we attract other 
singers from far and wide.  To learn more about our choir log on 
to www.bbcsinfo.org  and contact our Membership Secretary Katie Bell. 

 
Jean Cooke 

javascript:
http://www.bbcsinfo.org
https://www.bucklandsurrey.net/contact-third-party/?sendto=katiebell78@gmail.com&subject=B&BCS%20Membership%20Request%20via%20Buckland%20village%20Website&rname=Katie%20Bell
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DORKING U3A GROUP 

West Horsley Place Revealed 
 
 
 
Earlier this year, June Davey, local historian and volunteer steward at West 
Horsley Place, shared with u3a members its rich history and stories associated 
with West Horsley Place.   
 
There has been a manor house on the West Horsley Estate since soon after the 
Norman Conquest, but the core of the present house is a 15th-century oak-
beamed residence which had originally a central double-height hall. The house 
was seized by Henry VIII and given to his cousin and childhood friend Henry 
Courtenay in 1536. It was handed down to Sir Anthony Browne and Lady Elizabeth 
Fitzgerald (The Fair Geraldine) who are said to have welcomed Queen Elizabeth I 
stayed at there as their guest.   
 
From 1590 to 1642 the Montague family were in residence and Guy Fawkes 
worked there as a footman.  When the house passed to Sir Walter Raleigh’s son 
Carew, he converted the old Tudor single storey manor house and added the red-
brick facade and installed the first and second floors along with staircases to make 
what essentially the house is today.  Legend has it that Sir Walter Raleigh’s 
embalmed head was kept within its walls by his devoted wife.   
 
In 2014, Bamber and Christina Gascoigne inherited the property and gifted it to a 
newly formed trust, The Mary Roxburghe Trust who restored the house and have 
managed it ever since.   The house, formal gardens and 18th century farm 
buildings have been the setting for many film and TV productions such as The 
Crown, the Durrell’s and Howards End.   

Beryl Sinclair 

VISIT WEST HORSLEY PLACE 
Dorking u3a plan to visit West Horsley Place on 1 November when we will be able 
to explore the most prestigious rooms such as the drawing room and library, and 
walled gardens.  We also run some 40 interest groups from Archaeology, Art 
History to Line Dancing and Acoustic Guitar. Our monthly meetings take place on 
the second Wednesday afternoon of every month at the Christian Centre and you 
are welcome to join us. Check our u3a website for details www.dorkingu3a.org.uk 
or contact us on 01306 711542  

John Sinclair, membership secretary 
 

http://www.dorkingu3a.org.uk
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THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland 
 

October signals Autumn has arrived.  Leaves start 
turning beautiful shades of red, orange and yellow.  
Berries and fruits appear on the hedgerows and the 
landscape appears to be ‘on fire’. 
 
With the Autumn Show over for another year it’s 
time to focus on our own gardens.   You may be starting to plan the coming year 
by planting spring flowering bulbs, daffodils, tulips and fritillaria (snake head) or 
perhaps a wildflower seed area to compliment the spring bulbs.  Wildflower seeds 
vary, so choose wisely as some mixes contain grasses.  Wildflowers don’t require a 
certain temperature to germinate and the cooler weather helps break their 
dormancy and kick starts germination.  Sowing in the autumn, the wildflowers will 
bloom in the springtime alongside the bulbs creating an interesting display.  
 
There are plenty of jobs that need tending in your gardens at this time of the year.  
Prune climbing and rambling roses. Lift your dahlias, begonias and gladioli tubers 
and store them in a dry place for next year.   An ideal time to plant hedges, and 
move small trees and shrubs and the everlasting raking of leaves. 
 
Although the days are getting shorter, there is still time to enjoy the rich colourful 
display that October has to offer while getting the garden ready for winter.  
 
The BGHS Autumn Show report will be in the next edition 

              Jane Siegal 

Gardening is cheaper than therapy  

and you get tomatoes 

Unknown 
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DORKING  MUSEUM 
 
Dorking Museum looks forward to welcoming visitors with free entry in October.  
  
‘Darking 1620’: The Museum’s current special exhibition, postponed from 2020, 
marks the 400th anniversary of the sailing of The Mayflower.  The impressive new 
exhibition, ‘Darking 1620’, weaves the story of the six pilgrims from Dorking who 
undertook that perilous voyage to the New World with an examination of 17th 
century life in the town they left behind. 
 
The exhibition focuses on life in Dorking when William Mullins and his fellow 
pilgrims lived in the town, looking at farming and the food that people ate, the 
kind of domestic buildings that they lived in, and the clothes that they wore, and 
seeing how those changed when they reached the colony.  
 
Special features include male and female costumes of the period, dressing up 
clothes for children, displays of locally found 17th century shoes, replicas of the 
materials and tools that shoemaker Mullins would have used, and a detailed cross
-section model of the Mayflower and its fittings and contents.  
 
New book:  The 19th century Dorking Foundry site is now occupied by Dorking 
Museum and a new book takes a fascinating look at its history.  ‘A Dorking 
Foundry Scrapbook: Celebrating a lost part of the town’s industrial heritage’ by 
Julian Womersley is available from the Museum and online shop (The Cockerel 
Press, £5.50). 
 
An Archive Sale of duplicate items surplus to Museum requirements, including 
maps, books, postcards and other items will be held at the Christian Centre, 
Church Street, on Saturday 23rd October, 11am-2pm: buy yourself a piece of 
Dorking history and support your local Museum.   
 
Walking in Dorking: The October programme of guided walks includes 
Betchworth Castle (with exclusive access to the Castle enclosure) and The 
Deepdene Trail (with exclusive access to the Hope Mausoleum).  Both on 
October 17th at 2pm – for details and booking see dorkingmuseum.org.uk/guided-
walks-around-dorking/.   Or why not organise a group walk with family or friends 
at a time to suit you?   

 
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.  Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. 

www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk   
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Betchworth & Buckland Society 
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in  

Buckland and Betchworth 

THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH 
Invite you to their Lecture Series via Zoom 

 18 October 2.30pm—WONDER WORKERS & THE ART OF ILLUSION  
 
From the beginning of time the fascination with magic and the 
impossible has been widespread. Outstanding raconteur and 
member of the Magic Circle, Bertie Pearce will tell the story of 
magic- from Egypt, the cradle of magic, through the centuries to 
Harry Potter.   
 

Free for members but do come as a visitor for £5.  Email Pat Frankland:  
pat_frankland@hotmail.com or ring 01737 842028.   

Carole Evans, www.theartssocietybetchworth.org.uk 
 

APPEAL FOR SUPPORT 
 
Those of you who were able to attend our Zoom AGM this year and others who 
have seen  my subsequently circulated Chairman’s Report, will remember 
that sincere thanks must go to Claire Daniell, Tamlynne Chapman, Helen Barton-
Smith, Jackie Ellison, Pat Frankland and Mike Gibson for their varying and invalua-
ble contributions over the last year and a half. 
 
I also noted that some of the Committee have served longer than they might 
have wished and we are in real need of volunteers to join the Committee and to 
fill roles such as Secretary, Treasurer and Membership Secretary. This is im-
portant: in the long run (or maybe even sooner) a lack of new blood on the Com-
mittee will mean no Society. 
 
With some disappointment I must report very little response to my appeal and I 
must stress that a lack of volunteers will ensure the closure of the Society by the 
end of the current financial year.   If you would like to offer your services, then 
please contact any member of the Committee who will be happy to take down 
your details and pass them to the relevant Committee member(s). 

John Scotcher, Chairman 

file:///C:/Users/Carole/Documents/ASB/Virtual%20ASB%20lecture%2020.10.20.docx%20for%20Buckland%20website.docx
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 
 
Almost. So close but so far. Our Surrey Top Fours finals 
day at Chipstead was so nearly a perfect day. Before I say 
anything can the team sincerely our supporters who 
spent 9hrs cheering us on during a very, very long day. 
They kept us going through some difficult and trying 
periods. 
 
In the semi finals we played Cheam Fields and whilst we 
were never well ahead the whole team played well and I 
think we were always in control and won 19-17 to go 
through to the final. 
 
There we were to meet Chipstead who were heavy favourites playing on home 
ground and with a very strong line up. They also had, and I’m putting this in the 
politest way, a very enthusiastic attitude and were rather noisy to say the least. I 
think their behaviour rather threw us at the start and a third of the way through 
the match we found ourselves a long way behind. Then we all just seemed to 
accept the situation and bit by bit we clawed our way back into the match and the 
more we dug into their lead the quieter they became. By the final end we had got 
to within three shots and with five of our woods at the back of the green my final 
bowl just needed to nudge the jack but sadly I missed it by a nats whatever and 
they won by four. I know the entire crowd thought we had put in a sterling effort 
and the winners certainly they had been in a tough game. Shame really because I 
had already planned the route for the open top bus ride. No one in the Club can 
remember winning a game in this competition so to reach the area finals was a 
tremendous achievement so well done to Bob Gregory, John Hoad, Peter Goldup 
and the man with the pen. 
 
It is in the Friendship League though where things are getting very interesting. 
During the month we had a maximum points win over Reigate Priory and played 
out two draws against Pippbrook and Newdigate. That leaves Newdigate top, 
Pippbrook in second and us in third with only one remaining game to be played in 
the league. B rockham away to Bookham on 12th September. We can still draw level 
with Newdigate and win the competition on points difference.  
 
Sadly the season is drawing to a close but before that we have our internal finals 
weekend, which is always an exiting time for the players involved. 

Rick Lawrence 
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SHOP AT STROOD GREEN 
 
You may have noticed that parking has been easier 
for our customers recently. We would like to say a 
big thank you for the positive response to our re-
quest to leave the area clear during opening hours.  
We also had SCC fix the very wobbly paving slab, 
which was making it difficult to use the little path 
from your car to the shop door. Many of you are 
enjoying the new tables and chairs outside.  
Do make the most of the last of the warm weather, 
but we also have the tables in the cafe if you would 
rather sit inside to drink our delicious coffee. 
 
OCTOBER IS THE TIME FOR APPLES!!    As autumn is upon us now, it is time for 
apples. Do look out for home grown apples on sale in our Shop, and if you have 
spares in your garden, we would be happy to have them. 
 
HALLOWEEN gifts, sweets and biscuits are now in stock.  
 

BONFIRE NIGHT: Sadly, Brockham Bonfire is not happening this year, 

but you might be having your own private celebrations with friends and family 
for a change.   If you are planning to entertain that weekend, and need bread 
and/or pastries from us, it would help us hugely if you could order and pay a 
week or so on advance. We can then have it all supplied, baked and ready 
when you pop by on the day. 
 
CHRISTMAS:  By the time you are reading this, much of our Christmas stock 
should have arrived at our shop.  Do  browse at our wonderful selection this 
year, and snap them up before they sell out. We have some lovely cards in 
stock too. 
 
Being an Independent Community Shop, we are not constrained by a large re-
tail chain, and can stock lovely unusual things on your doorstep. Why go any 
further?  

Christine (Manager) and the Team , 01737 843965 
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Crossword (p.14) Solution  

Sudoku (p.13) 

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 

Wordsearch (p.13) Solution  

ACROSS  
1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 son Tohu; 10 yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 14 Baalah of Judah; 17 
Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 24 apostasy; 25 Eton 
 
DOWN 
1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 MIDI; 8 Joshua; 13 
children; 15 added to; 16 Jasper; 18 await; 20 exalt; 21 YMCA 

BUCKLAND PROPERTY (see p.25) 
 

This is  a genuine advert for this house in September 2021.   The  address is  
29 Kent St, Buckland, Tasmania, TAS 7910.  On the market for  365,000 Australian 
dollars, or £193,500.    Close to local shops and 10 minutes drive from wonderful 

beaches. 
Cheaper out there, ain’t it… 

www.raineandhorne.com.au 
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October 2021.  Issue No. 1144 

Articles   Please submit articles for next months edition by the above date, via 
email to fernsdc@gmail.com.  If possible please submit WORD format for text 
files, JPG for images and PDF for posters.    New articles and contributors are 
welcomed.  If in any doubt about whether an article could be published, please 
contact the Editor. 
 
Editorial  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and are 
not necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 
 
Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church. Contact names, 
phone numbers and emails are provided as a service to readers, and these appear 
in the printed and web versions of the magazine with the permission of the 
individuals.  Please advise the editor of any updates or corrections to the contact 
details. 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   

A book on the History of Buckland is available: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision by 
Duncan C Ferns.  300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index.  Purchase from 
Squires Nursery Buckland, The Reverie Park Lake, local Waterstones, Amazon online or 
request to fernsdc@gmail.com.   
 
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 
households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 1362 
acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  Buckland is in the Diocese 
of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area 
Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark). 

COPY DATE:  17 Oct 2021 

AVAILABLE FROM:  29 Oct 2021 

Distributors can collect on the above date.  Household delivery will be up to a few days later. 
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Regular activities in the Reading Room for some local groups have begun: 

• Monday pm               Art group 

• Tuesday am                Toddlers 

• Thursday evening     Yoga 
For booking enquiries please phone Stella Cantor on  01737.843335 to 
determine if we can meet your requirements . 

BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Arts Society, Betchworth 
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 
Betchworth & Buckland Toddler Group 
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 
British Legion 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society 
Brockham Surgery/Chemist 
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (sec.) 
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 
Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 
Buckland Village Shop  
Children’s Society 
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland  
Girl Guides contact 
North Downs Primary School 
One World Group 
Reading Room - Chairman 
 - Treasurer 
 - Secretary 
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 
St. Catherine’s Hospice 
Surrey Police - non-urgent 
Women’s Institute   

Carole Evans 
David Sayce     
Laura Snelling 
Debbie Jones 
Tamlynne Chapman 
Pam Patch 
Derek Holgate     
Ruth & Paul Johnson
 n/a    
Jean Cooke     
Debbie Jones     
Sheena Boyce   
Amy Snaith     
Margaret Miller 
Catriona Martin  
Jane Stewart 
Jane Douglass   
Meike Laurenson 
Tim Howe 
John Maud 
Liz Vahey  
Julian Steed  
Sheila Dyer  
n/a 
Margaret Miller 

01372 452563 
242776 
843610 
07701 347351 
07734 202427 
844138 
842654  
842691 
843259/842175 
245161 
07701 347351  
448023   
845999 
842098 
07710 498591 
842302 
843211 
248909 
844595 
843530 
221444 
842220 
842046 
101 
842098 

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net;  
Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net 

Printed by Barkers Print Ltd.  01306 888858   rob@barkersprint.co.uk 

http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/

