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Merry Christmas Friends!
Oh my goodness where has this year gone? It only seems like 6 months ago we were
waiting on the John Lewis advert to come out. This year they advertised 2 weeks
earlier than usual because of the demand for items to arrive in time. Apparently
there is also going to be shortage of food too according to the media – we are getting quite used to panic buying frenzies aren’t we! All this together with the commercialisation of Christmas makes my heart sink. Each year we are reminded that at the
very heart of Christmas lies one simple word LOVE. Love means being there. It is
about presence not presents. It’s about stopping and realising what is important in
our lives and feeling blessed by it. It is hard though to not get drawn in to the pressure of Christmas, I find it very hard with 3 daughters not to spoil them at Christmas
to show them how much they are loved because as parents/carers we want Christmas to be special and to ‘get it right’. There is a pressure on us all to make sure that
we have it all in place for that one special day. But Christmas is not just about one
day, it marks the beginning of a relationship that stays with us, day in day out. Christmas marks the day when God who loves us, came among us not just for a day, his
presence is felt 2000 years on throughout the world.
The presents we choose to buy can also make a difference on someone’s life day in
day out; charitable gifts through Oxfam can include medicine, mosquito nets for
third world countries. Maybe instead of chocolates as a stocking filler consider buying a chicken which will provide eggs for a family on the brink of starvation. These
gifts make a huge difference to someone’s life, making them feel loved and valued.
Christmas can also be a very difficult time, especially for those who are experiencing
it alone for the first time. For them Christmas is not a time for joy, peace and goodwill for all but heartache, vulnerability and rawness. It’s up to us to help them
through it and know they are loved and supported.
Over the coming weeks we shall hear in our readings: ‘And his name shall be called
…..Wonderful Counsellor,Mighty God. Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).
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As we prepare to celebrate Christmas and the birth of Jesus, we see God in a very
different light. There is very little that is ‘mighty’ about a new-born baby! A newborn is vulnerable, fragile and totally dependent. But even more so because Jesus’
mother gave birth a long way from home, without the support of family and
friends or in a nice delivery suite, she gave birth alone and in squalid conditions
amongst the animal faeces.
So rather than addressing God as ‘mighty’ we might pray to our ‘Vulnerable God’
– and we might continue … you risked everything by emptying yourself to become a human being. You come to us as a fragile child to share in our weakness
and struggle. You grew up and lived in a country surrounded by turmoil and uncertainty.
Thank you, Vulnerable God that you are ‘Emmanuel’ (God with us) – not judging
and condemning from on high but understanding and meeting us in our daily
lives. You know what it’s like to grow up in an earthly family with all the hassles
and tensions, the joys and the sorrows. You know what it’s like to lose family
members and friends you love. You know what it is to suffer injustice and unfairness.
Thank you, Vulnerable God, that you have lived a fully human life.
When we address God as ‘vulnerable’ we are recognizing that God is right here
and alongside us – in the thick of it – in the messiness of life – in the daily struggle. Jesus, the baby of Bethlehem, the man of Galilee, is also our Mighty God.
For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given;
And the government shall be upon his shoulders,
And his name shall be called ….
We look forward to welcoming you to our various services over advent to celebrate this glorious Christmas mystery with us!
God Bless
Revd Anna
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Church Matters
CHURCH SERVICES—DECEMBER
Date

St Michael’s
Betchworth

St Mary’s
Buckland

10am Family Communion
(Toy Service for Welcare)
4pm Connect at 4

5 December
Advent 2

12 December
Advent 3

4pm Connect at 4

10am Iona Communion

10am Parish Communion
5pm Festival of Nine Lessons
& Carols

19 December
Advent 4
22 December
Wednesday

7pm Festival of Nine Lesson and Carols

24 December
CHRISTMAS EVE

4pm Children’s Candlelight service
11.30pm Midnight Mass
10am Parish Communion

25 December
CHRISTMAS DAY
26 Decmber
BOXING DAY

10am Parish Communion
10am Family Communion
4pm Connect at 4

2 January 2022
Epiphany

As the level of coronavirus remains at a high level we continue to
ask all attendees to wear a mask within the churches and if you
prefer to social distance, to be seated on the north side of the
churches.
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH—Friday 10 December 2021
Now the dust has settled somewhat on Covid, we would like to have a get together of our local stalwarts. On Friday the 10th December 2021 in Buckland Reading
Room we would like to have a village Christmas Lunch to meet up with friends
that we have not seen for a long time. I think the last Christmas lunch was in December 2019.
If you would like to join us please could you contact Carol Leeds on 01737 247399
or Liz Vahey on 01737 221444 as soon as possible so that we can cater for the correct numbers. The cost will be £4.00. and we look forward to hearing from you
shortly.

Christmas
Coffee Morning

ALL ARE WELCOME—just come along!
Saturday 11th December
Reading Room from 9.30am
Adults £5 to include Mulled Wine, Coffee,
Mince Pies and Stollen. No charge for Children.
Christmas crafts for children to try
In Aid of Organ Fund
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Buckland St Mary’s will remain open from 10am to 4pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Sundays for private prayer and access to the Bookswop Scheme.
Foodbank donations can be left in the basket in the Porch, which is collected
each Thursday.
You may access at any time the Online service and Family Activities Page—
updated every week, which will continue to be available on the Church website.

ST MARY’s CHURCH ROTAS
Date

Reader/Lesson

Intercessions

Sidesperson

12 December, 10am
IONA Service
3rd Sunday of Advent

Carol Leeds

David Sayce

Liz Vahey

24 December, 4pm
Candlelight service

-

-

Jane England
Liz Vahey

24 December, 11.30pm
Parish Communion
Advent 1

Liz Vahey

David Sayce

Liz Vahey

DECEMBER EVENTS
8 December, 2.30pm Dorking U3A Talk ‘A Royal Christmas’ (p.34)
10 December, Christmas Lunch (p.7)
11 December, Open Coffee Morning—Drop in & be sociable! Reading Room (p.7)
15 December, 7.30pm CAROL CONCERT, Betchworth & Buckland Choral Society
(p.12-13)
22 December, 7.00pm. Nine Lessons & Carols, Buckland St Mary’s Church (p.5)
17 January, 2.30pm. Arts Society Zoom Talk on ‘The River Tiber, Rome’ (p.32)
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Buckland Matters
BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
Footway Construction
This month’s update starts with the very welcome news
that after a lengthy campaign, SCC Highways
contractors recently reconstructed the A25 roadside
footway between the Shell garage and Bramley Lodge.
Thank you to each and every resident who has taken the
time to submit reports to SCC Highways over the last
ten years (or more) – be assured that your effort will
have helped to influence our Highways Officers to now
prioritise the works.
If you encounter any difficulty using any section of Buckland’s roadside footways,
please submit a request to:
•
MVDC for a street cleaning visit, if the problem relates to material that
needs to be swept from the surface of the footway, ensuring you
emphasise the work will need to include the footway as well as the main
carriageway; and
•
SCC Highways to highlight any problems relating to the condition of the
surface (e.g. trip hazards, deteriorating or uneven surface) or overhanging
vegetation.
Visit the SCC (www.surreycc.gov.uk) or MVDC (www.molevalley.gov.uk)
websites to submit online reports or call the customer service telephone
numbers (SCC 0300 200 1003, MVDC 01306 885001).
Have your say on new MVDC ward boundaries
Earlier this year the Local Government Boundary Commission for England
(LGBCE) initiated a review of the pattern of wards for MVDC. The LGBCE recently
announced it is minded to support a MVDC proposal to reduce the number
of Mole Valley councillors to thirty-nine and retain "elections by thirds".
Whilst wards in MVDC currently have one, two or three councillors, the MVDC
decision to opt to retain elections by thirds now requires all wards to be
impacted equally at each election. This means each newly defined ward will have
to be served by three members. As the MVDC ward of Brockham, Betchworth
and Buckland is currently served by 2 District Councillors change is inevitable.
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The LGBCE has invited every Mole Valley resident to propose new ward
boundaries and you are encouraged to make a submission. Links to the
consultation pages of the LGBCE website (https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk) are
published within the news section of the village website and by the time you
receive your December parish magazine a copy of your Parish Council’s draft
response will also be available to download from the village website.
The Queen's Green Canopy
Across the United Kingdom, people are being encouraged to “Plant a Tree for
the Jubilee” through The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) initiative. Throughout
Her reign, The Queen has planted more than 1,500 trees all over the world and
has spoken alongside Sir David Attenborough of the importance of trees in
Earth’s future. The Platinum Jubilee will offer an opportunity for people to unite
in celebration of The Queen’s lifetime of service in support of the United
Kingdom and the wider Commonwealth. Everyone is encouraged to take part in
creating this special gift to Her Majesty by planting and celebrating trees.
The QGC website (www.queensgreencanopy.org) offers advice including when
to plant, how to choose what tree to plant and how to plant. Once you have
planted your tree, please "Pin your Jubilee tree" to the Queen's Green Canopy
map on the QGC website.
The Greener Buckland section of the village website includes links to this project
and a number of related initiatives – if you have access to the internet, please
visit www.bucklandsurrey.net/going-greener.
Sheena Boyce, Clerk

parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net

A Chubby Snowman
Anon

Snowball
Shel Silverstein

A chubby little snowman
had a carrot nose.
Along came a bunny,
and what do you suppose?

I made myself a snowball,
As perfect as could be,
I thought I'd keep it as a pet,
And let it sleep with me.

That hungry little bunny,
looking for some lunch,
Grabbed that snowman's nose,
Nibble, nibble, crunch!

I made it some pyjamas,
And a pillow for its head,
Then last night it ran away,
But first - it wet the bed!
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DECEMBER UPDATE FROM

It’s hard to believe, as Christmas approaches, that Buckland Park Lake has now
been open six months! Time flies when you’re having fun, and we’ve enjoyed
welcoming so many visitors and sharing our passion for the restoration and
regeneration of the park.
November saw Beverley Boon and her Nordic walking groups continue to grow.
Together we hosted a guided walk of the three lakes on the Buckland estate,
followed by a delicious coffee at The Reverie restaurant. A great morning was
had by all and a huge thank you to Beverly for all the effort. Nordic walking is
gaining in popularity at the park, so why not consider joining in? Please contact
Beverley for more details at beverleyboon@hotmail.com. We’d love to see you
walking around the park.
We also welcomed Pip Skinner in November with her outdoor fitness classes, no
matter what the weather! Based outdoors and around the lake, her classes
continue to go from strength to strength at the park, and it is so rewarding to
see this club and the enthusiasm of the participants. If this is something you
might be interested in, then please contact Pip at pip.skinner@hotmail.co.uk.
Skip and the rest of Team SHAC continue to be very busy on the water and in the
woodlands, offering a wide choice of activities for all ages. Too many to mention
here, so please visit theshac.co.uk to find out more.
The Reverie continues to grow in popularity and we have received some great
feedback from our visitors. During the month of December, each Wednesday
Sam and Rachel will be offering a delicious Christmas lunch menu, as well as two
special Brunch sittings on Christmas Eve with a chance to meet Santa. To find out
more visit bucklandparklake.co.uk/the-reverie.
Christmas can be a very busy time for us all but at the park, we are looking to
create an oasis of calmness over the festive period. With this in mind, we will be
hosting some “Calmer Christmas” days for families starting from the 4th
11
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December. Please see www.calmerbananas.com/a-calmer-christmas to register
your interest and tickets will be going on sale very soon. As always, park
members will receive priority booking and discounted rates when booking.
Lastly, if you’re looking for Christmas gift ideas that will last the whole year, why
not consider gifting a membership to family and friends this year? Our website
has all the options available, and we would be more than happy to assist you with
personalising the gift. In closing, we would like to take this opportunity to wish
all our members, neighbours, friends and supporters a very merry Christmas and
a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.
Further details of all the above are on the website: www.bucklandparklake.co.uk
Wayne Thornton, BPL Manager

Winter Dining Pods on the
Terrace at The Reverie,
Buckland Park Lake

CAROLS & MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS!
Wednesday 15 December at 7.30pm
St Michael’s Church, Betchworth
The Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society are
delighted to welcome you to their Annual
Christmas Concert. This year’s programme will be
truly ‘Christmassy’ with opportunities for everybody to get into the Christmas
mood and join the choir singing some of their favourite Carols. The concert will
be a mixture of traditional and perhaps less well known modern settings of old
favourites.
Wine & Mince pies will be served. More information can be found at
www.bbcsinfo.org. Tickets £12 available through or on the door (Under 18s
free) : www.ticketsource.com/buckland-betchworth-choral-society
Jean Cooke
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Puzzle Pages
SUDOKU
Grade: Medium.
Solution on p.37

WORDSEARCH - The Promised Messiah
Messiah
Broken
Heart
Freedom
Darkness
Favour
Prisoners
Comfort
Mourn
Bestow

Son
God
Jesus
Seen
Father
Whoever
longing
thousand

Crown
Beauty
Ashes
Solution on p.37
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CROSSWORD Solution p.37
Across
1 Provisional meeting
place of God and the Jews
(Exodus 25:9) (10)
7 David’s third son, killed
when his head got caught
in a tree during
a battle with his father (2
Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the
west coast of South
America in the 15th
and early 16th centuries
(5)
10 Small deer of European
and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of
(Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine
shot by the Germans in
Brussels, Nurse
Edith ____ (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this,
together with lamb and
unleavened bread,
was the Passover menu
for anyone
‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11)
(4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton
described God’s grace in
his well-known hymn (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10)
(10)

Down
1 ‘__and see that the Lord
is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man flees
though no one pursues,
but the righteous are as
____ as a lion’ (Proverbs
28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a
descendant of Parosh,
who married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob
when Saul killed the rest
of his family and
joined David (1 Samuel
22:19ñ20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central
Switzerland (7)
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6 ‘Offer your bodies as
living ________, holy and
pleasing to God’
(Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by
horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts
government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance
commonly used in Jewish
ritual (Exodus 30:1)
(7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is
truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the
name Jesus, because he
will __his people from
their sins’ (Matt 1:21) (4)
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THE THREE WISE MEN … ARE HAVIN’ A LAUGH
The three wise men came to the manger
with gifts for baby Jesus. They brought gold
and frankincense... But wait, there's myrrh!
The lady Vicar had a bit of a feminist streak:
‘THREE wise men….Well, that was Jesus’s
first miracle.’
Three wise WOMEN would have asked directions, arrived on time, helped deliver the baby, brought practical gifts, cleaned the stable,
made a casserole and there would be peace
on earth!
One of the wise men was exceptionally tall
and bumped his head on the low doorway as he entered the stable. "Jesus Christ"
he exclaimed. Joseph said: "Write that name down, Mary. It's better than Zebedee."
Mum takes her teenage daughter to the doctor. “It’s my daughter Suzie. She keeps
getting these cravings, she’s putting on weight and is sick most mornings.”
The doctor gives Suzie a good examination, and then turns to the mother and says,
“Well, I don’t know how to tell you this, but Suzie is pregnant. About 4 months
would be my guess.”
The mother says, “Pregnant?! She can’t be, she has never ever been left alone with a
man! Have you, Suzie?” Suzie says, “No mom! I’ve never even kissed a man!” The
doctor walks over to the window and just stares out of it.
A few moments later, the mother says, “Is there something wrong out there, doctor?” The doctor replies, "No, not really. It's just that the last time something like
this happened, a star appeared in the East and three wise men came over the hill. I'll
be damned if I'm going to miss it this time!"
The Three wise men were very generous but what you’ve got to remember is
that those gifts were joint Christmas & Birthday presents.
2021 - No Nativity Play this year. The three wise men face a travel ban. The shepherds are still furloughed. The innkeeper has a ping-demic due to his staff isolating
after being contacted by test-and-trace. Rudolph has a red nose, his PCR test
showed he was positive, so he is isolating and can’t leave Greenland.
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Features

GARDENING NOTES—DECEMBER
Special Gardeners deserve special gifts
After so many years selling flowers and plants at Christmas (nearly 50 years – I
started young in the family business !) , I can hardly think of a time when anyone
has expressed disappointment at receiving a gift for the garden or plant for the
home. From our florists in Sutton we delivered many hundreds of bouquets and
arrangements each Christmas for over 140 years, and we were members of
Interflora for over 80 years. Since 2010 our own Christmas focus has switched to
Christmas trees and associated garden gifts at Buckland. Just as it was a pleasure
to see the joy that flowers brought to many, it's now hard not to be moved by
the excitement of young and old at buying a tree. It’s a tradition that many
families will choose to pick together, with all the consequent disagreements!
So what about special gifts ?
Give the gift of time. Who could not benefit from a few hours of work in their
garden from a relative or friend ? At no cost but with so much thought.
How about a mini-meadow ? A pack of assorted wildflower seeds to provide
nectar and pollen to attract bees, butterflies and beneficial insects. It’s an ideal
present for a child as it requires little aftercare and teaches the importance of bio
-diversity in gardening.
A simple bird feeder will attract many different types of garden birds depending
on whether you choose one for peanuts, seed, nyger seed, fat balls or
mealworms. An amaryllis bulb will always impress with its tall bold flowers.
Likewise, a grow-your-own herb seed mantelpiece set could be ideal as a
stocking filler. Mushroom kits are also very popular – and very easy as well.
Soon daylight hours will lengthen and the gardening year starts anew.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries
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The Les Barker Poem
(www.mrsackroyd.com)

Community Care
Les wrote this about 1990. Not much change in 30 years since then…
I remember the hospital closing
The man said I must go elsewhere
Now I sleep in this very fine doorway:
So this is Community Care.

I queue to not get in a hostel,
I queue to be told to queue elsewhere,
I queue to get nothing to live on.
So this is Community Care?

This must be community cardboard
A gift from the city’s fine folk.
I’d like a community duvet
Excuse me, my little joke.

I remember the hospital closing,
We can’t get the cash, so they said.
We can’t get the cash that will feed you,
We can’t get the cash for your bed.

See Lincoln Inn Fields: it’s up market,
A man can live there like a King.
An Englishman’s home are his pallets,
Community Care’s a fine thing.

We can’t get the cash, so we’re closing.
We can’t get the cash, so it’s gone.
Now we visit the DSS office
And can’t get the cash, one-by-one.

Can you hear the community singing?
Hear my new friends in fine voice.
We have dope, drink, glue or reality,
Oh celebrate freedom of choice!

Why is it so complicated?
I wish I had a higher IQ.
Is there a higher IQ queue I can queue in?
IQ? That’s all I bloody do!

Morning: Brisk walk to the office,
Spend a long time in the queue.
They give me a form and I fill it
And then they tell me what to do.

Can the squirrel get hold of the peanut?
What obstacles can he go through?
Can the loony get through to his Giro?
What else can you give him to do?

They tell me to walk across London
It takes me an hour on foot.
They tell me someone there will help me
Perhaps they would, if they weren’t shut.

We’re here, all the old mental patients,
Standing in queues, by and large.
I’ve now had a good look at the system
And I’m sure one of us is in charge.

And so, I walk back where I came from
Stand a long time in the queue.
They tell me where I should be going
And I have advice for them too.
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MUSIC IN DORKING—DECEMBER
4th at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St
Martin’s church, £15-20
11th at 4.00, Dorking Choral Society at
United Reformed Church, 07847 477052
18th at 3.00, Ladybirds Choir at United
Reformed Church hall, £7.50, 01737 843662
As December arrives, we enter the Christmas season and with it, some suitably
festive music. Brockham Choral Society begins the season with a performance of
Handel’s great oratorio, The Messiah, always a favourite for Christmas. The choir
will be joined by four soloists, with the orchestra of the Academy of Ancient
Music, and the concert will be conducted by Cole Bendall.
Dorking Choral Society follows with its Christmas concert. There will be a
selection of Christmas carols to be enjoyed by all the family, and the choir will be
joined by children from St Joseph’s School. Plus there will be mulled wine and
mince pies afterwards!
The Ladybirds choir, directed by Helena Twentyman, is holding its Christmas
concert to raise funds for the Friends of Dorking Community Hospital – a
volunteer group dedicated to providing equipment and services for the hospital.
After the disappointment of having to cancel all their concerts last year, the
emphasis will be on music of fun and beauty, with a wide variety of musical styles.
The programme will include the lovely Welsh lullaby All through the night,
Walking in the air from The Snowman, and Sleigh ride. Tea and mince pies will be
available afterwards!
There are also screenings at the Dorking Halls this month of two operas, Matthew
Aucoin’s Eurydice (6th) and Puccini’s Tosca (15th), and a ballet, Tchaikovsky’s The
Nutcracker (13th and 19th). Happy Christmas!
Ian Codd

The four stages of life
1 You believe in Santa
2 You don’t believe in Santa
3 You are Santa
4 You look like Santa
19
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Advertisements

BUCKLAND BOOK
A great Christmas Present!
• 304 pages
• 250 illustrations & maps
• 200 references
• 600 indexed names
£25 from Squires Nursery, Reverie
Restaurant, Waterstones & Amazon.
£5 discount & free local delivery for readers
of this Parish Magazine, only for direct
orders by email request to
fernsdc@gmail.com (or gift-posted for +£3)
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Local Services
SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists

35 years experience, Fully Insured
Free Estimates
Domestic, commercial and listed
buildings, new builds
Lime Mortar, Stonework,
Crack Stitching

MOT Testing
Station

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork
pointing undertaken by traditional
brickwork pointers

Repairs & Servicing
to all makes
Reigat e Ro ad
Buckland,
Near R eigat e

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,
Church Street, Betchworth
01737 844364 or 07821 614909
Email: markgilbert@live.com;
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk

Buckland

01737
242766
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Chris
Long

S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n

•
•
•
•
•

S p o t s t a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l

•
•
•
•

L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71

Buckland

GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811
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T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N
Open:
10am
till 5pmTues
Tuesday
Friday
Open
9am-5pm
to Satto1pm
10am till 1pm Saturday

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs
Te l 01737 843533

Josh Flynn
Gardening Maintenance
Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control
Tel: 01737 202179
Mob: 07920 715779

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

ZOE UNDERWOOD

Myra V. Baston
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR
Zoe

Chartered Physiotherapist
Craniosacral Therapist

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service

15a Dene Street, Dorking RH4 2DB
Tel: 01306 889680

Please call 07876 572624
Buckland
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Local Services

Payroll—VAT—Tax Returns
Local to Betchworth
Call: 01737 652852
Email: info@a4cgroup.co.uk
Surrey Mole & Wasp
Control
Professional Pest control
Service
Fully Qualified, Fully Insured
Tel: 01737 844 364
Mob: 07821 614909

Buckland
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Local Services
Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch
20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB
Tel: 01737 8 44916
Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

www.viviencresswell.co.uk

Buckland
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Local Services

Based in Redhill, we offer cloud accounting set-up and
training, coaching and advice for new start-ups
and established businesses. Guiding you through the maze
of accounting and tax compliance.

Helping you realise your dreams
Contact: Stuart Cooper: 0771073676
enquiries@scbc.uk.net/ www.scbc.uk.net

Buckland
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SMILE - ITS CHRISTMAS !!

I got an exceptionally small present, the
size of a matchbox. It rattled. Infact it
was a matchbox containing a single
grain of rice. From Uncle Ben.

I got an antique pencil for Christmas. It
used to be owned by William
Shakespeare. But he chewed it a lot.,
Now I can’t tell if it’s 2B or not 2B.

What do you call Santa’s helpers?
Subordinate clauses.

Christmas at the Doctors: Nurse said,
‘Doc, there a man in the waiting room
who thinks he’s invisible. What should
I tell him?’ ‘Tell him I can’t see him
today.’

I was talking to my young Sunday
School class, and a four-year-old boy
asked me: "Miss, do you have a
grandfather?"
I replied, "I used to have two, but they
both went to Heaven to be with Jesus."
He thought, shook his head sadly, and
said, "One of my grandfathers hasn’t
gone to Heaven."
(There was a Long pause while I tried to
decide how to proceed.)
"He’s gone to Bexhill-on-Sea.”
Glass coffins. Will they be popular??
Remains to be seen.

A Christmas Gingerbread Man went to
the doctor’s complaining of a sore
knee. The doctor asked him. “Have you
tried icing it?”
One night, a Viking named ‘Rudolph
the Red’, looked out the window. He
turned to his wife and said, “It’s going
to rain.” “How do you know that?”
she asked. “ “Because,” he replied,
“Rudolph the Red knows rain, dear.”
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17
Reverend
Willoughby Bertie

THE INSCRIPTION
Translated from Latin inscription:
Here lies buried Willoughby Bertie, Professor of Sacred Theology, Fellow of All
Souls College Oxford, and for 23 years
Rector, who died 4th day of July 1820,
aged 61
Plot A165 Marble plaque on South Wall
inside Church
(Buckland MI Report)
John Shears who departed this life April
8th 1819 in the 77th year of his age. He
was a good and honest servant for nearly
forty years in the family of the Rev.
Willoughby Bertie, late Rector of this
Parish, by whose desire this stone is erected as a memorial of his long and faithful
service.

Willoughby Bertie (1759-1820), was
Rector of Buckland from 1796 to 1820.
He was born in 1759 in Devon and
shared his unusual name with
Willoughby Bertie, 4th Earl of Abingdon
(1740-1799) a known political maverick
in Westminster; his father the 3rd Earl
of Abingdon (-1760); and his second
son, (1787-1910) who became a Navy
Captain1.
The Devon branch of the Bertie’s were
cousins of the Earls of Abingdon. Our
Willoughby Bertie was christened on
22 June 1759 in Kenn, Devon. His father
was The Reverend John Willoughby
Bertie (d.1774); and his grandfather,
also called Willloughby, died in in Devon in 1760.

Plot 325
(Buckland MI Report)

The life of Revd. Willoughby Bertie, Rector of
Buckland ended over 200 years ago. This
research found several snippets of his
actions which give a picture of his personality. It is unfortunate that these articles are
not very complimentary. As he was our Rector, we trust that these articles are not a
complete and rounded picture of the individual, though I doubt we will ever know.

The year his father died, in 1774, at the
age of 15, Willoughby went to Trinity
College Oxford in, and he stayed there
20 years for his BA, MA and Bachelor
of Divinity in 1794.2
Willoughby was appointed Rector of
Buckland in 1796, the same year he
married Harriet Mary Wykeham at St
Martin-in-the-Fields, Westminster.
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However, by 1801, they had separated,
and ‘Harriet Mary Bertie (wife of Rev
Willoughby Bertie of Buckland)’ moved
to a house she leased from her family
for £126 per annum: Swalcliff House,
near Banbury in Oxfordshire with an
estate of 49 acres3. Only following the
death of Willoughby Bertie in 1820, did
she remarry to Edward Johnson in 1822.

the road than the existing fence,
narrowing the road to cause a constriction. The newspaper report of
the court case states: ‘Mr Serjeant
Best, for the defendant (Mr Thomas
Beaumont), told the jury that this
was a malicious prosecution, instigated by a quarrelsome person in
the neighbourhood (Revd Willoughby Bertie). Mr Beaumont, so far
from having obstructed the road,
had made it much more commodius
for the public, that he had made it
good, and left abundant room for
two carriages to pass with east.
Having called witnesses to prove
these facts, the Jury found the defendant Not Guilty.’
Bertie lost his case, but the court
case left us with an interesting
hand-coloured map, showing that
the wall in question was the 20
foot high wall that still exists on
Dungates Lane, and hence this
wall can be dated to have been
built in 1810-11.5

In those days, the Lord of the Manor
would have selected the Rector, but I
suspect Buckland’s Thomas Beaumont
lived to regret appointing Reverend
Willoughby Bertie in 1796. There are
five specific reasons to suspect this:
1

On 23 March 1807, Thomas Beaumont wrote a ‘Notice to Quit’ letter to Reverend Bertie4, telling him
to ‘leave and redeem possession
of his house’.4 It is not clear from
this letter why the notice was given, but clearly it did not have the
desired effect, as he remained in
post. And perhaps it was never
delivered?

2

Around 1811, Thomas (II) Beaumont at Buckland Court invested
in building a walled garden of
about 2.5 acres. One side of this
bordered Dungates Lane, where
the wall is 6.1m (20 feet) high, and
275 metres (300 yards) long on the
western boundary. Rev. Bertie
brought a prosecution against the
Estate in 1811, complaining that
this wall on Dungates Lane had
been built several feet further into

3

23

Reverend Bertie brought a second
court case against Thomas Beaumont in 1813, claiming that the
tithe payments as laid down by the
law were not fully collected, and
he, on behalf of the church, demanded a monetary tithe as well
as contribution of crops and foodstuffs, because his income was
‘insufficient for him to sustain his
comfortable life’. Fourteen ‘old
boys’ of the village testified at
some length that no other Rector
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of Buckland had ever received
monetary tithes, and again Reverend Bertie lost his case.
4

ing only on the poor rate relief,
and that Reverend Bertie might
continue the long-standing leases
allowing the men to farm oysters.
The poor rate of the village had
jumped enormously to support
these unemployed families, and
the richer patrons of the village
complained they had to pay over
£2300 per year more in their poor
rate contributions. In this letter of
response, Bertie suggests that
they should buy his land as an investment and re-employ those
who Bertie forced out of work.
Bertie’s rather pompous comment
was ‘I am called upon to sacrifice
my property not for the mere support of the poor but also for the
relief of the opulent. So, far from
being intimidated by this plea, I
am fully sensible of the magnitude
and value of my property.’ Bertie
pointed out that it was his right to
sell to the highest bidder, but if
the ‘poor oyster farmers’ wanted
to collectively buy his land, he
would give a reduction in price of
£2000 from the highest bid
(knowing they were in no position
to do so). Bertie then instructs
his solicitor (the addressee of the
letter) to ignore the plea, sell his
property to the highest bidder and
not to, in any circumstances, extend free leases to the oyster fishermen.

Whilst serving as our Rector,
Bertie continued to own some
land on the Earl of Abingdon’s
Estate, at Milton in Oxfordshire. A
letter of 1818 from Reverend
Bertie of Buckland, concerning
some issues on the Abingdon Estates, came up for sale6 and the
sale details described it as ‘an extraordinarily callous letter, which
would furnish a text for paper on
religious hypocrisy and the evils of
capitalism’! In summary,
Willoughby Bertie was the owner
of some land on which there was
a natural freshwater-oyster fishery. For hundreds of years, leases
had been given to tenants of the
village – around 100 men - granting them ‘free rights’ to fish and
sell the oysters. These leases
terminated in 1816. The landowners were then able to sell their
land and terminate the leases. As
one of the landowners, Bertie was
open to an offer of £20,000 – a
substantial amount—but of
course this included the ‘business’
of farming the oysters, the established customer base, and the
current stock of oysters which
greatly added to the land value –
things that Bertie had played no
part in. A plea was made that the
men in the village now had no job 5
and families were destitute, rely-

The legend of the ‘Buckland Shag’
was recounted in the Surrey Mag-
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azine of January 1900, some 80
years following the death of Reverend Bertie. This concerned a
large boulder stone by the main
road in Buckland, apparently with
supernatural powers that caused
passing horses to bolt and run, in
fear of their lives. Allegedly, ‘The
Buckland Shag was exorcised by
the Rector of Buckland, the Reverend Willoughby Bertie, with bell,
book and candle’. Rev. Bertie was
quoted as having taken the boulder-stone to Devon and thrown it
off a cliff. Following this story in
the Surrey Magazine, Francis Henry Beaumont (Buckland’s Lord of
the Manor) issued a letter to the
Surrey Magazine with a rebuttal of
these ‘facts.’ saying that he had
simply removed the stone to his
garden.
Despite all the above, a biography of
the Beaumont family7 says of Thomas
Beaumont: ‘it is interesting to note that
two of Thomas Beaumont’s sons had as
their third Christian names, Willoughby
& Bertie respectively. [George Howland
Willoughby Beaumont b.1799 & William
Francis Bertie Beaumont b.1809.] We
are left to wonder why?

Reverend Bertie served as our Rector
for 23 years, with a combined role as
Professor of Sacred Theology, At All
Souls College Oxford. He died whilst
still in his role as Rector on 4 July 1820,
aged 61 and is remembered on a marble
plaque in the church with a Latin in-

scription. He was buried in Buckland
and the absence of a headstone suggests that he was buried beneath the
floor of our Church, a privilege reserved
for Rectors of that period.
Also buried in Buckland Churchyard is
John Shears who has the following inscription on his headstone:
‘John Shears, who departed this life
April 8th 1819 in the 77th year of his age.
He was a good and honest servant for
nearly 40 years in the family of Revd.
Willoughby Bertie, late Rector of this
Parish, by whose desire this Stone is
erected as a memorial of his long and
faithful service.’ So, whilst erecting
this headstone was a generous gesture,
Willoughby Bertie had such a great ego
that he has added words to the inscription making clear that it was he that
erected and paid for the headstone!
Not quite the humility expected of a
man-of-the-cloth.
References
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THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT SERIES
Part Two—LOVE
When I despair, I remember that all
through history the way of truth and
love have always won. There have
been tyrants and murderers, and for a
time, they can seem invincible, but in
the end, they always fall. Think of it-always.
Mahatma Gandhi
Every heart sings a song, incomplete,
until another heart whispers back.
Those who wish to sing always find a
song. At the touch of a lover,
everyone becomes a poet.
Plato

We accept the love we think we
deserve.
Stephen Chbosky
There is nothing I would not do for
those who are really my friends. I have
no notion of loving people by halves, it
is not my nature.
Jane Austen
When someone loves you, the way
they talk about you is different. You
feel safe and comfortable.
Jess C. Scott
Tis better to have loved and lost
Than never to have loved at all.
Alfred Lord Tennyson

The best love is the kind that awakens
the soul and makes us reach for more,
that plants a fire in our hearts and
brings peace to our minds. And that's
what you've given me. That's what I'd
hoped to give you forever.
Nicholas Sparks
There are two basic motivating forces:
fear and love. When we are afraid, we
pull back from life. When we are in
love, we open to all that life has to
offer with passion, excitement, and
acceptance. We need to learn to love
ourselves first, in all our glory and our
imperfections. If we cannot love
ourselves, we cannot fully open to our
ability to love others or our potential
to create. Evolution and all hopes for a
better world rest in the fearlessness
and open-hearted vision of people
who embrace life.
John Lennon
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I am not sure exactly what heaven will
be like, but I know that when we die
and it comes time for God to judge us,
he will not ask, 'How many good things
have you done in your life?' rather he
will ask, 'How much love did you put
into what you did?
Mother Teresa
I admit, I was afraid
to love. Not just love
but to love her.
For she was a stunning mystery.
She carried things
deep insider her that no-one
has yet to understand,
And I, I was afraid to fail,
like the others.
She was the ocean
And I was just a boy
Who loved the waves
But was completely
Terrified to swim.
Christopher Poindexter

empathy, sympathy, tolerance,
patience, forgiveness.
Where is God in all this? Everywhere.
Love IS Everything.
Are you missing some love?
Anon
My command is this: Love each other as
I have loved you. Greater love has no
one than this: to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends.
John 15: 12-13
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it keeps no record
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil
but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres.” 1 Corinthians 13:4-5

And so we know and rely on the love
God has for us. God is love. Whoever
lives in love lives in God, and God in
Love is a big word …
them. This is how love is made
First Love – sensual attraction,
complete among us so that we will
intimacy, kissing, touching, union with a have confidence on the day of
partner.
judgment: In this world we are like
Second Love – caring, sharing,
Jesus. There is no fear in love. But
protecting, kindness, nurturing,
perfect love drives out fear, because
encouraging.
fear has to do with punishment. The
Third Love – your environment, nature, one who fears is not made perfect in
buildings, furnishings, friends and the love.
1 John 4:16-18
company you keep.
* * *
Fourth love – beauty, nice things,
interesting food, exciting experiences, This series has a reliance on Internet
wonderful places.
sources of variable quality. If you have
Fifth Love – love yourself: health,
corrections to the source of any quotes,
fitness, wellbeing, clothes, appearance, I am happy to publish corrections. Ed
education, confidence.
Sixth Love – feelings, gratitude,
27
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
On the peril of choosing new kneelers
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
After all these years, I now understand why the nonconformist denominations sit down, rather than kneel,
to say their prayers. That way, no decisions have to be
taken over the number, size, shape, colour, material and design of kneelers in
church. Our present set was donated by a retired Major-General in 1899 to
celebrate the Relief of Mafeking, and after more than a century of use by the
pious and not-so-devout has taken its toll. Like certain members of our
congregation, they now look a little worse for wear. Many have sprung leaks, so
that when used, a jet of flocking is emitted all over the clothes of their
neighbour, who then leaves Mattins looking like a Yeti.
Other kneelers have been occupied by grateful mice, who find them most
congenial for nesting and who leave in high umbrage, creating chaos as Miss
Mapp chases them down the aisle with her umbrella; that this provides her with
the perfect excuse to leave before the sermon is, I am sure, entirely coincidental.
The final straw came when my own, by some quirk in its design, now sounds like
a whoopee cushion every time I kneel. It may cause the choirboys much
amusement, but it lends nothing to the dignity of our worship.
So, we have decided to have a completely new set – and therein lies the
problem. Who makes them? What will be the designs? Who co-ordinates the
whole project? There is enough here to occupy the combined minds of our
Church Council for the next Millennium and there will be enough scheming,
manoeuvring, signing of non-aggression pacts and formation of tactical truces to
make the United Nations look like amateurs. Unfortunately, we do not have the
ecclesiastical equivalents of the blue berets to enforce peace.
The more patriotic members of the congregation have suggested they all show
the Union Jack – presumably so they can be waved at appropriate moments in
our services; one belligerent individual wants to see depictions of St Michael
slaughtering the dragon, John the Baptist’s head on a platter and other such
tasteful scenes; on the other hand, dear Miss Timmins wants them all to depict
28
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doves or small fluffy creatures, which would make the church look more like pets
corner.
Cutting through these vital issues, I have suggested that the entire congregation
converts to Roman Catholicism.... and then we could stand for our prayers and
do without kneelers entirely.
Your loving uncle, Eustace

ARE YOU A FAN OF THIS COLUMN?
WOULD YOU LIKE A FREE GIFT OF MORE LETTERS FROM
UNCLE EUSTACE?
The editor has two (as new) copies of a book which is a collections of letters. To
request a copy, email fernsdc@gmail.com without delay! The first two emails
received will win a copy—a free Christmas present!

BUCKLAND PROPERTY FOR SALE
‘A Christmas Cracker’
Offers around £1,160,000

This wonderful home was built in 2007 in a secluded location. It has an imposing
double-height hallway with curving staircase; 5 double bedrooms each with ensuite, and 7 further rooms, including a wonderful dining kitchen (22 x 18’) .
Outside, the 2 acre plot has a swimming pool fed by landscaped waterfalls, there
are 3 fire-pits and BBQ Pit and large terrace. The garage holds 6 cars, plus ample
parking on the 2-car width circular drive. The gardens are an amazing feature.
See p.37 for details
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Societies & Charities
The Horticultural Society
Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland
The past year has thrown up a variety of challenges for the Horticultural Society
and we have triumphed through them all. Our Plant Sale in May was a great success despite the miserable weather. The change of venue to Brockham Green
attracted a large number of interested locals. The donated plants disappeared
very quickly and a few artifacts too including a wine press. The takings of £505
were very pleasing indeed.
The Autumn Show was held this year in another change of venue, Brockham Village Hall. We had a good steady turnout of interested people through the doors.
Our exhibitors had put in a lot of hard work producing their fruit, vegetables and
flowers. The results were excellent. A mother and daughter competed against
each other for the largest pumpkin only to be pipped at the last minute by another, larger entry. They had to settle for joint second place. A big thank you to
everyone, including North Downs Primary school and the Brockham Brownies for
their amazing entries and for making the show a big success.
The annual AGM was held in November. Reports were given of the year’s events
by the Committee. The year is coming to an end now and the Committee have
started to plan for 2022. Information of dates and events will be known in due
course.
The Society would like to wish all of our Members a very Happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.
Jane Siegal

Every gardener knows that under the
cloak of winter lies a miracle
Luther Burbank (American botanist,1849-1926)
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB
The Christmas Monologue!
The last time I did this it went down quite well
It was going to be a one off but I thought ‘what the hell !’
Still waiting to get my knighthood from our good Queen Liz
Surely by now she must realise I’m the bizz.
Well , sadly the season is over and done
But I know all the members have had really good fun
When you’re having a good time and a laugh, doesn’t time fly
And before you know it it’s over, in the blink of an eye.
With all the results, what a year we have had
So despite the restrictions, that isn’t so bad
The ladies champ was our skip, Christine Knight
And bad luck to Jan Storey who put up such a fight.
The men’s champion was vice captain Peter Goldup
He beat Trevor Anderson to win the Blessington Cup
Well done to all members who competed
Sadly, someone always has to be defeated.
It’s not the winning but the taking part
So for those that lost, don’t take it to heart
Our top fours team were brilliant to reach the area final
If we’d won it, our facebook page would have gone viral.
We must now put our equipment away
But it will be ready and waiting for another day
We hope you winter well and stay fit
I know BERT and the village will be doing their bit.
May we wish you festive cheer from all at the Club
I’m getting writers cramp, so I’m off to the pub.
The very best regards from all at Brockham Bowls Club. Christine will always entertain enquiries about bowls or our Club so please feel welcome to call her on
07810 515345.
Rick Lawrence
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THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH
Invite you to their Lecture Series via Zoom
17 JANUARY 2022 at 2.30pm
ALONG THE RIVER TIBER: 28 CENTURIES OF HISTORY TOLD
THROUGH THE BRIDGES AND RIVERSIDE MONUMENTS OF ROME
Join professional Rome tourist guide Stuart Harvey
for a journey upstream along the River Tiber as it
winds through Rome from the Tiber Island to Ponte
Milvio just north of the city centre. Starting with the
legend of Romulus and Remus and the founding of
Rome, and leading us through to the Unification of
Italy and Rome’s new role as a modern capital city,
the Tiber will lead us through 28 centuries of Roman
history told by the historic bridges and riverside monuments. Roman Emperors, Renaissance Popes, Kings
of Italy and some of the important and controversial
political figures of the 19th and 20th centuries will feature along the way as we
enjoy the beautiful views of "Er Biondo Tevere" ... "The Blond Tiber", as it is
known in Rome.
Join us in the Hall or zoom from your home on Monday, January 17th at 2.30 pm
for this stimulating, illustrated virtual lecture. It is free for members but do
come as a visitor for £5. Face masks are required in Betchworth Village Memorial Hall.
Email Christine Smart: christine.smart77@gmail.com or ring 01737 841597
All you need is a PC, laptop or tablet, a comfy chair and your favourite tipple!

BRIDGE PUZZLE

For those missing their
Bridge Puzzle, we offer this
Christmas special…
What is this one called?
Answer p.37
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DORKING MUSEUM
Dorking Museum offers seasonal greetings to all readers and to the supporters
and friends of the Museum. Please note that the Museum will be closed over the
main Christmas/New Year period, during the weeks commencing 20th and 27th
December, reopening on 6th January 2022.
The Museum’s current special exhibition, ‘Darking 1620’, marks the 400th
anniversary of the sailing of The Mayflower and weaves the story of the six
pilgrims from Dorking who undertook that perilous voyage to the New World
with an examination of 17th century life in the town they left behind. Displays
include period apparel and a magnificent cross section model of the Mayflower,
created by the Dorking Men’s Shed.
Family Activity: Saturday, December 4th, 10am-4pm: Elves Holiday Crafting
Workshop, supported by The Arts Society Dorking. Use your creativity to craft
your very own elf to add to the holiday fun. Free entry, materials provided.
Children must be accompanied.
Walking in Dorking: The programme of scheduled
walks has finished until spring, but the team can still
take private group bookings for a range of guided walk
itineraries in the town or at The Deepdene Trail and
Betchworth Castle. See dorkingmuseum.org.uk/guided
-walks-around-dorking/.
Can you help? The Museum is run entirely by
volunteers and new members are urgently needed to
join the team of Visitor Assistants to meet, greet and
assist visitors.
There are also more specialised roles (mainly allowing working from home) in
management and development, currently including a Visitor Assistant Manager,
Events Co-ordinator, schools and youth groups liaison, walks coordinator,
Archives Manager and Archives Customer Service manager. All roles are
voluntary, part-time and full training is given. Please visit dorkingmuseum.org.uk/
about/volunteer-opportunities/ or e-mail admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
Dorking Museum, 62 West Street. Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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DORKING U3A
‘A Royal Christmas’
Talk by Siobhan Clarke
8 December 21, 2.30pm
Dorking Christian Centre
This promises to be a fascinating talk on the development of how Christmas is
celebrated in England and how royalty has influenced these changes.
In the Middle Ages Christmas was one of the greatest feasts of the year – because
it was expensive to feed livestock during winter months, most were killed to be
eaten or preserved. When Charles I and the Royalists were defeated in 1646,
Parliament ordered that the feasts of Christmas, Easter and Whitsun be abolished;
it wasn’t until Charles II was restored to the throne that he reversed the
legislation that prohibited religious festivals. At that time, Christmas was just a
working day. Shops remained open in the morning and people tended to
celebrate in the afternoon and evening. It was not uncommon for couples to
marry on Christmas Day in the 1800s because they didn't get paid when they
didn't work which most could ill afford.
Prince Albert's enthusiastic importation of German Christmas traditions meant
that shops would vie with each other to put on a magnificent show of their
Christmas fare. In his book Surrey Christmas, John Hudson describes how
Christmas was heralded by large displays of meat and poultry in shops and piles of
pudding and dessert fruit in grocery windows. Dinner traditionally consisted of
roast beef and plum pudding, and it was not unusual for a vacant chair to be left
at table in memory of departed parents.
Queen Charlotte first introduced the Christmas Tree to Britain in the 18th century
but the fir tree that we know today can be traced back to Prince Albert in the
1840s. In the early 1800s, Reigate's Christmas lights decorations were already
being displayed in mansions and cottages. Dorking Town band and carol singers
heralded the season by playing and singing in front of the homes of principal
inhabitants.
Our speaker Siobhan Clarke, has worked for the Historic Royal Palaces and
authored many books including A Royal Christmas, Visitors and members are
welcome: see www.dorkingu3a.co.uk or telephone:
John Sinclair 01306 711542
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SINGING FOR FUN
So pleased to see that numbers are getting back to normal although there are still restrictions to be observed in
the Reading Room. However, we are getting used to
bringing our bottled water and leaving the door open for
fresh air for a while.

Only three sessions to go before Christmas and Gina Eason, our accompanist, will
introduce us to a variety of suitable songs. We will start off with the more wellknown: Come And Join The Celebration. Next on the programme will be
two African-American Spirituals: Go Tell It On The Mountain and Rise Up Shepherd.
The next three songs include: To Us In Beth'lem City, O Come And Join The Dance,
and One Star.
We would have invited friends to join us for the last session before Christmas but
will have to respect the limit of visitors allowed in the Reading Room at this time.
Come and sing with us next year for a trial session on the first and third Monday
of the month. We meet in Buckland Reading Room between 10 and noon. To join
us, contact:
Meike Laurenson: mlaurenson@talk.talk.net

Do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus
Philippians 4 :6-7
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SHOP AT STROOD GREEN
CHRISTMAS
We stock some lovely unusual things right on your
doorstep. Do come and have a look at the wonderful
selection while stocks last.
To avoid disappointment, and to help us out, you can order, and pay for,
any bread and pastries (cooked or frozen) in advance. Please note the revised opening times for
the season!

We would like a shout out to Jo from Hope Nursery
on Wheelers Lane, who has very kindly come along and tidied and refreshed
the wooden planters either side of the bench outside the shop. Don’t they look
lovely…..Thank you Jo!!!
We are sad to be losing a long standing member of staff at the end of November. Jane has been with us for many years and has decided to retire. We are
very grateful for all her hard work and support as part of our lovely team, and
I’m sure you would all wish to join us in wishing her all the very best for the
future and all the things she’s got planned!

We wish all our customers a very happy and healthy Christmas and New Year.
Thanks to all your continued support, we are able to do our best to serve the
community. Please take note of our opening hours over the festive season.
CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 2021
Christmas Eve 7 – 3
Christmas Day CLOSED
Boxing Day CLOSED
Monday 27 December 8 – 12
Tuesday 28 December 8 – 12

Wednesday 29 December 8 – 3
Thursday 30 December 8 – 3
Friday 31 December 8 – 3
New Year’s Day – CLOSED
Sunday 2 January 8 – 12
Monday 3 January 8 - 12

Christine (Manager) and the Team, 01737 843965

PHOTOS OF BUCKLAND SERIES (Rear Cover Picture)
The picture depicts baby Jesus at 40 days old, when Joseph & Mary presented
him to Simeon in the Temple to officially induct him into Judaism. This window
is in the South Wall of the Nave at St Mary’s Buckland.
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
Crossword (p.15) Solution
ACROSS: 1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom. 8, Incas. 10, Roes. 11, Captured. 13, Fright. 15,
Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb. 21, Sonar. 22, Amazing. 23, Settlement.
DOWN: 1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah. 4, Abiathar. 5, Lucerne. 6,Sacrifices. 9,
Saddlebags. 12, Theocrat. 14, Incense. 16, Pilate. 19,Exist. 20, Save.

Bridge Puzzle (p.32)
Sant Archangelo, Rome

Sudoku (p.14)

Wordsearch (p.14) Solution

BUCKLAND PROPERTY (see p.29)
This is a genuine advert for this house in November 2021. The address is
425 Buckland Cove, Memphis, Tennessee, 38028, USA. On the market for
£1,575,000 or £1,160,000
Cheaper out there ain’t it…
exprealty.com
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December 2021. Issue No. 1146

COPY DATE: 12 Dec 2021
Articles Please submit articles for next months edition by the above date, via
email to fernsdc@gmail.com. If possible please submit WORD format for text
files, JPG for images and PDF for posters. New articles and contributors are
welcomed. If in any doubt about whether an article could be published, please
contact the Editor.
Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and are
not necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church. Contact names,
phone numbers and emails are provided as a service to readers, and these appear
in the printed and web versions of the magazine with the permission of the
individuals. Please advise the editor of any updates or corrections to the contact
details.

AVAILABLE FROM: 22 Dec 2021
Distributors can collect on the above date. Household delivery will be up to a few days later.

HISTORICAL NOTES
A book on the History of Buckland is available: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision by
Duncan C Ferns. 300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index. Purchase from
Squires Nursery Buckland, The Reverie Park Lake, local Waterstones, Amazon online or
request to fernsdc@gmail.com.
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering 1362
acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. Buckland is in the Diocese
of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area
Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
Regular activities in the Reading Room:
•
Monday am
Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd Mondays)
•
Monday pm
Art group
•
Monday 4.30pm
Brownies & Rainbows
•
Tuesday am
Toddlers
•
Thursday pm
Bridge Club
•
Thursday evening Yoga
•
Saturday pm
Sugarcraft Guild (2nd Saturday)
For booking enquiries please contact Stella Cantor, preferably by email:
Bookings4bucklandreadinroom.com or 01737.843335
Arts Society, Betchworth
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Toddler Group
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (sec.)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Women’s Institute

Carole Evans
David Sayce
Laura Snelling
Debbie Jones
Tamlynne Chapman
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Ruth & Paul Johnson
n/a
Jean Cooke
Debbie Jones
Sheena Boyce
Amy Snaith
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Jane Douglass
Meike Laurenson
Tim Howe
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
Margaret Miller

01372 452563
242776
843610
07701 347351
07734 202427
844138
842654
842691
843259/842175
245161
07701 347351
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
843211
248909
844595
843530
221444
842220
842046
842098

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net;
Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
Printed by Barkers Print Ltd. 01306 888858 rob@barkersprint.co.uk
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