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Where’s the energy?
In the 17th century Samuel Pepys wrote a famous diary1 where each day’s entry often concluded with his well known phrase “And so to bed”. It described the end of
Pepys’ day and was sometimes elaborated by ‘after supper, home and to bed’ or ‘so
home and to prayers and to bed” or “and home to walk with my wife and then to
bed’. Pepys was a man who liked his routine.
For many, myself included, going to bed includes the routine of a book at bedtime,
if not on Radio 4 then held in the hand, and partly because reading induces sleepiness. As I write my current book at bedtime is “My Family and other Animals” by
Gerald Durrell2 first published in the 50’s. It has recently been made into a television series.
The book tells the tale of how Gerry moved with his family to the island of Corfu
long before it became a popular tourist destination. He is the youngest of four children. He describes family life but also his great interest in nature. We learn in detail
about the flora and fauna of Corfu as Gerry found it and collected it, including the
animals which made up a kind of zoo next to the house where they lived.
All these discoveries filled me with a tremendous delight, so that they had to be
shared, and I would burst suddenly into the house and startle the family with the
news that the strange , spiky black caterpillars on the roses were not caterpillars at
all, but the young of lady-birds, or with the equally astonishing news that lacewing
flies laid eggs on stilts.2
Discovering the natural world brought Gerald Durrell to life and set him on a life
times’ journey. He went on to become a naturalist, animal collector and conservationist and through his efforts some animals were saved from extinction.
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In January the year turns as a new year begins. It is thought to be a time for resolutions. If it is perhaps Gerald Durrell sets the pace. He had great interest in the
natural world and all that was around him and it was his resolution to find out all
he could about it. It gave him energy. It gave him life. He loved what he found in
nature and couldn’t get enough of it. He would spend hours and days just watching to see what was going to happen next. When he discovered something he
was bursting to share it with his family. He was an enthusiast and it brought out
his best and truest self.
This year instead of making resolutions that probably won’t last for long a better
bet might be to resolve what it is that gives you life? What sets you on fire and
fires your imagination? What gives you energy and raises your enthusiasm? What
flicks the switch and turns on the light in you? For Gerald Durrell it was nature.
For you it might be something completely different: music, family, gardening,
sport, faith, politics, work….the list is endless.
Whatever it is the chances are that it is probably the best of you. It makes you
who you are and should not be ignored. It only leads to frustration and disappointment if you do. This discovery is God given. Go with the flow not against the
current. Plunge in. Take a leaf out of Gerald Durrell’s book and let it lead you. Let
it be your New Year resolution to know just what it is gives you life and then pursue it. When we do that it lets in the light and brings its own reward.
Life is God given. It is life that gives us life. Grasp it with both hands. Life is very
precious. Jesus said: I have come that you may have life and have it more abundantly. John 10: 10.
David Eaton

PHOTOS OF BUCKLAND SERIES (Cover Picture)
St Mary’s Buckland with a light cover of snow, February 2021. DF

4

January 2022

Church Matters
CHURCH SERVICES—JANUARY
Date

2 January 2022
Epiphany

9 January
Baptism of Christ

St Michael’s
Betchworth

St Mary’s
Buckland

10am Family Communion
4pm ‘Connect at 4’ BY ZOOM*

6pm Evensong

10am Iona Communion

10am Family Communion
4pm Connect at 4 in church

16 January
Epiphany 2
23 January
Epiphany 3

10am Parish Communion

30 January
Epiphany 4

10am Family Communion

6 February
4 before Lent

10am Candlemas: Christingle
Service
4pm ‘Connect at 4’ BY ZOOM*

The ‘Connect at 4’ service is now fortnightly—the first Sunday of
the Month is via ZOOM, and the 3rd Sunday is at St Michael’s
Betchworth. The Zoom code is ID 828 5493 4642, password 273345.
(see p.6)
You may access at any time the Online service and Family Activities Page—
updated every week, which will continue to be available on the Church website.

As the level of coronavirus remains at a high level we continue to
ask all attendees to wear a mask within the churches and if you prefer to social distance, to be seated on the north side of the churches.
5
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH REPORT
& MORE WINTER LUNCHES—starting Thurs 13 January 2022
Thank you to all those who came to our first Christmas lunch for two years and
helped to make it a special occasion. We welcomed 19 guests into the Reading
Room, with doors open to help the flow of air, as per Covid regulations and small
tables with 4 and 6 people on them to help with social distancing. Turkey with all
the trimmings was served with roast potatoes, sprouts, carrots and of course
stuffing and cranberry sauce. Thank you to Liz, Margaret, John and Everett for
all their help in preparing, cooking and serving the meal (and doing the washing
up!). Because of your generosity, £80 is being sent to St. Catherines Hospice.
At the lunch we asked if monthly Winter lunches should start again and there
was a positive 'YES' to this question. If covid restrictions allow, the first lunch will
be on Thursday, 13th January 2022 at 12 noon with lunch at 12.15pm.
Thank you again to everyone who came to the Christmas lunch and we do hope
you and all the people in our villages keep safe from this horrible, horrible infection. Liz , Margaret and I also hope that you all had a good Christmas.
Happy New Year.
Carol, Liz and Margaret

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
Many of you will this month be expecting notification of the
Christingle service, which normally happens just before
Christmas. It has been decided that this year we will be postponing this until Candlemas on Sunday 6th February 2022.
However, if you would like to support the Children’s Society
now, there is a selection of hand-made greetings cards on
sale in St Michael’s Church raising funds for the Children’s Society. These are made
locally by Linda, and have proved popular with visitors and local people since April.
So far these cards have raised over £110-00.
The Children’s Society have continued throughout the pandemic to remain in contact with children and young people, who need that extra bit of personal contact
with a mentor, or adult they can talk to for support. Please call in to St Michael’s
Church to see what is available. Thank you, Linda, for making the cards.
Margaret Miller
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Buckland St Mary’s will remain open from 10am to 4pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Sundays for private prayer and access to the Bookswop Scheme.
Foodbank donations can be left in the basket in the Porch, which is collected
each Thursday.

CHRISTMAS TREE APPRECIATION
Thank you to David Hogg at Buckland Nurseries for donating the excellent Christmas tree to our Church, which has been appreciated by all of us visiting the
church over the Christmas period.
Carol Leeds

LOOK , NO DINOSAURS
Last month the Parish Council reported on
the newly surfaced footpath on the A25
from the Shell Station almost to the village
pond. It is such an improvement, it is
worth a picture. I may have dinosaur
tendencies; not only reading a weekend
newspaper, but walking to collect it most
weekends. And now I can do so without
looking where I put my feet all the time
and enjoy the scenery. No other dinosaurs
in sight.
It’s good to take a walk sometimes,
however short, recognizing that the Shell
Waitrose has some things not available at
the village shop. So thank you to the
Parish Council for this notable
improvement.
DF

JANUARY EVENTS
13 January , 12 noon . Winter Lunch (p.7)
17 January, 2.30pm. Arts Society Zoom Talk on ‘The River Tiber, Rome’ (p.24)
28 January, 7.30pm. Betchworth & Buckland Society QUIZ NIGHT (p.25)
6 February, 10am. Christingle Service. St Michael’s Betchworth (p.7)
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Buckland Matters
BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
Recycle your Christmas Tree
When 12th night approaches, if you have been enjoying
a cut “real christmas tree” your thoughts are likely to
start turning towards wondering how best to dispose of
it. Buckland, Brockham & Betchworth residents are
invited to drop off your ’real’ tree at the junction of
Wellhouse Lane and Wheeler’s Lane (southern end)
between Tuesday 4th January 2022 and
Friday 7th January 2022. Please ensure you drop off your
tree before noon.
Please adhere to any relevant Covid related advice and follow any guidance the
team running the event may issue on the day. If a change in Covid related
restrictions affects the Brockham team’s ability to offer this service an update will
be issued via the village email group and displayed on the noticeboard opposite
Buckland’s village shop.
If you miss the Brockham dates, Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) has advised
it will be offering free christmas tree recycling at its Reigate Road car park and at
the Ranmore Road Community Recycling Centre. Please check the CRC is open
before you leave home!
Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
Natural England is currently reviewing the Surrey Hills AONB boundaries and has
issued an invitation to everyone who lives in and around or visits the Surrey Hills
to provide evidence to support proposals for areas of land outside the current
boundaries to be assessed for inclusion within an extended Surrey Hills AONB.
You are being asked to gather information about the natural beauty of the
landscape; its condition, scenery, wildness, tranquillity, natural and cultural
heritage. This can be as simple as identifying a location and submitting a
comment or statement. Natural England encourages you to submit photographs
to accompany any written evidence. The deadline for this initial stage of the
review is 31st January 2022. A link to the review website is published on the
parish news page of the village website, or if you do not have internet access,
contact the Parish Council for a printed copy.
Sheena Boyce, Clerk

parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net
9

January 2022

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT SERIES
Part Three—SELF CONTROL
Educate your children to self-control, to
the habit of holding passion and prejudice and evil tendencies subject to an
upright and reasoning will, and you have
done much to abolish misery from their
future and crimes from society."
Benjamin Franklin
You just can't let life happen to you, you
have to make life happen.
Idowu Koyenikan

You have power over your mind - not
outside events. Realize this, and you
will find strength.
Marcus Aurelius
Any fool can criticize, complain, and
condemn—and most fools do. But it
takes character and self-control to be
understanding and forgiving.
Dale Carnegie

One can be the master of what one
does, but never of what one feels.
Gustave Flaubert

Very often in everyday life one sees that
by losing one's temper with someone
who has already lost his, one does not
gain anything, but only sets out upon the
path of stupidity. He who has enough self
-control to stand firm at the moment
when the other person is in a temper,
wins in the end. It is not he who has spoken a hundred words aloud who has
won; it is he who has perhaps spoken
only one word."
Hazrat Inayat Khan
God grant me the serenity
To accept the things I cannot change
The courage to change the things I can
And the wisdom to know the difference.
Reinhold Niebuhr ‘The Serenity Prayer’

Self-control is the chief element in self
-respect, and self-respect is the chief
element in courage.
Thucydides
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‘I am in love with you', I responded.
He laughed the most beguiling and gentle laugh.
'Of course you are,' he replied. 'I understand perfectly because I'm in love with
myself. The fact that I'm not transfixed
in front of the nearest mirror takes a
great deal of self-control.'
It was my turn to laugh.
Anne Rice
"I tell you what, when I see chocolate
chip cookies I can’t just eat one. I’ve got
to eat a dozen. I don’t have any self
control. Well, come on! You’re just talking yourself right into the pit! You do
have self control, and you need to start
looking at those cookies and saying, “If
I want you I’ll eat you, and if I don’t I
won’t!” Come on! Talk to that plateful
of food! I am born again and baptized in
the Holy Ghost! I have the power of the
universe on the inside of me, and if I do
not want to eat you I will not eat you! I
mean how do you expect to defeat the
devil if you can’t even defeat a chocolate chip cookie!"
Joyce Meyer
I know that your soul is on life support
and that you feel lost and like you’re
completely spinning out of control, but
you’re finding yourself — here, tonight… even in this darkness."
Jennifer Elisabeth
For the Spirit God gave us does not
make us timid, but gives us power, love
and self-discipline. Thessalonians 5:6

When scientists analyze people who
appear to have tremendous selfcontrol, it turns out those individuals
aren’t all that different from those
who are struggling. Instead,
“disciplined” people are better at
structuring their lives in a way that
does not require heroic willpower and
self-control. In other words, they
spend less time in tempting situations.
James Clear
Do not conform to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will
be able to test and approve what
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will.
Romans 12:2
Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become
angry, because human anger does not
produce the righteousness that God
desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral
filth and the evil that is so prevalent
and humbly accept the word planted
in you, which can save you.
James 1: 19-20
For the grace of God has appeared
that offers salvation to all people. It
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness
and worldly passions, and to live selfcontrolled, upright and godly lives in
this present age.
Titus 2:11-12
For the Spirit God gave us does not
make us timid, but gives us
power, love and self-discipline.
2 Timothy 1:7
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Puzzle Pages
SUDOKU
Grade: Medium.
Solution on p.26

WORDSEARCH - The Magi
Magi
East
Religious
Caste
Astrology
Divination
Dreams
Scholars
Southern
Arabia

Solomon
Herod
King
Star
Worship
Palestine
Caravan

Queen
Sheba
Messiah
Solution on p.26
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CROSSWORD Solution p.26
Across
8 How the Abyss (NIV) is
described in the Authorized
Version (Revelation 9:1) (10,3)
9 Frozen water (Ezekiel 1:22)
(3)
10 The Ten Commandments
(9)
11 In Roman Catholic
theology, neither heaven nor
hell (5)
13 Des cons (anag.) (7)
16 ‘Though [your sins] are red
as — , they shall be like
wool’ (Isaiah 1:18) (7)
19 Keen (Romans 1:15) (5)
22 Repugnant, loathsome
(Jeremiah 24:9) (9)
24 Drink like an animal
(Judges 7:5) (3)
25 First and last (Revelation
22:13) (5,3,5)

Down
1 Father of Ahi, a Gadite (1
Chronicles 5:15) (6)
2 Where David found the
stone with which he killed
Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (6)
3 ‘Hour by hour fresh lips are
making thy — doings heard
on high’ (8)
4 ‘And there were shepherds
living out in the fields near by,
keeping watch over their —
at night’ (Luke 2:8) (6)
5 United Society for Christian
Literature (1,1,1,1)
6 ‘If he refuses to listen even
to the church, treat him as
you would — — or a tax
collector’ (Matthew 18:17)
(1,5)

7 Where Paul was taken
when things became difficult
for him in Berea (Acts 17:15)
(6)
12 Istituto per le Opere di
Religione (Vatican Bank)
(1,1,1)
14 ‘Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new — ; the old
has gone, the new has
come!’ (2 Corinthians 5:17) (8)
15 Used to colour ram skins
red for use in the tabernacle
(Exodus 25:5) (3)
16 Vat car (anag.) (6)
17 ‘Be joyful — — , patient in
affliction, faithful in
prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (6)
18 ‘The parts that are
unpresentable are treated
with special modesty, while
our presentable parts — —

13

special treatment’ (1
Corinthians 12:23) (4,2)
20 Ancient rowing boat
(Isaiah 33:21) (6)
21 Say again (2 Corinthians
11:16) (6)
23 What Jesus did in the
synagogue in Nazareth after
he stood up (Luke 4:16) (4)

January 2022

BUCKLAND PROPERTY FOR SALE
Secluded Thatched cottage - £850,000
This detached thatched cottage is an
attractive, well-executed barn
conversion, tucked away in the village.
It has a sitting room, dining room,
kitchen and study downstairs, and 4
bedrooms and bathroom upstairs.
It is within Buckland Conservation Area,
close to the centre of the village.
The gravel driveway has parking ofr
several cars and there is a single garage and walled garden ot the rear. Lots of
character features.
See p.26 for details
Advertisements
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Local Services
SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists

35 years experience, Fully Insured
Free Estimates
Domestic, commercial and listed
buildings, new builds
Lime Mortar, Stonework,
Crack Stitching

MOT Testing
Station

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork
pointing undertaken by traditional
brickwork pointers

Repairs & Servicing
to all makes
Reigat e Ro ad
Buckland,
Near R eigat e

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,
Church Street, Betchworth
01737 844364 or 07821 614909
Email: markgilbert@live.com;
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk

Buckland

01737
242766
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Chris
Long

S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n

•
•
•
•
•

S p o t s t a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l

•
•
•
•

L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71

Buckland

GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811
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T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N
Open:
10am
till 5pmTues
Tuesday
Friday
Open
9am-5pm
to Satto1pm
10am till 1pm Saturday

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs
Te l 01737 843533

Josh Flynn
Gardening Maintenance
Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control
Tel: 01737 202179
Mob: 07920 715779

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

ZOE UNDERWOOD

Myra V. Baston
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR
Zoe

Chartered Physiotherapist
Craniosacral Therapist

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service

15a Dene Street, Dorking RH4 2DB
Tel: 01306 889680

Please call 07876 572624
Buckland
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Payroll—VAT—Tax Returns
Local to Betchworth
Call: 01737 652852
Email: info@a4cgroup.co.uk
Surrey Mole & Wasp
Control
Professional Pest control
Service
Fully Qualified, Fully Insured
Tel: 01737 844 364
Mob: 07821 614909

Buckland
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Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch
20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB
Tel: 01737 8 44916
Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

www.viviencresswell.co.uk

Buckland
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Local Services

Based in Redhill, we offer cloud accounting set-up and
training, coaching and advice for new start-ups
and established businesses. Guiding you through the maze
of accounting and tax compliance.

Helping you realise your dreams
Contact: Stuart Cooper: 0771073676
enquiries@scbc.uk.net/ www.scbc.uk.net

Buckland
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The Les Barker Poem
(www.mrsackroyd.com)

Inconsonants

V

The uncontrolled movement of the Bowels
From far beneath the earth,
Deep, deep in the clay
You might sometimes hear a deep rumble
A voice underground that says ‘A’.

I’ve been to the ‘N’s of the earth.
I have gone where the ‘Y’s never go.
I have peered through my ‘I’s at the ‘C’
Or, as the French know it, the ‘O’.

The old ones understand;
They hear the earth speak and they know
That sometimes the earth says ‘I’
And sometimes the earth say ‘O’.

Four strong winds that blow lonely
Seven ‘C’s that are under ‘I’
Should you want to know what comes
after ‘X’
My question or answer is ‘Y’??

A Pacific volcano erupts,
Lava flows red to the seas
And rock and ash and earth
Fly through the air with the greatest of
‘E’s.

‘R’ ‘D’s vowels?’ you might ask.
‘D’s ‘R’ not, is what I will tell.
And should you reply ‘O I D R’
I will tell you, ‘R D L’.

The vowels of the earth ;
In places they spread far and wide,
Maui, Hawaii, Oahu;
They have come to the surface and dried.

The vowels of the earth lie beneath us.
If you listen, you’ll hear them below. The
land that belonged to some farmer.
‘E I E I O’

Two ‘T’s, an ‘L’, two ‘N’s and an ‘S’
Years ago, wasted away.
The lost consonants of Atlantis…
AAI as we know it today.

If any of this does not make sense, read
it aloud in a northern accent!

A PUZZLE ALONG THE SAME LINES …What does this say?
A man ‘YY’ and

ccccc

how

A fool E is
Answer p.26

nice
15

January 2022

ANGELS—What children think ...
It's not easy to become an angel. First, you die. Then you go to Heaven, and then
there's still the flight training to go through. And then you have to agree to wear
those angel clothes. I don’t think I’ll be one.
Angels work for God and watch over kids when God has to do something else.
All Angels are girls because they gotta wear dresses. Boys don’t go for it.
My guardian angel helps me with science, but he's not much good for maths.
An Angel is a person with wings, kind of like a fairy. And like fairies they don’t
exist. So I don’t get how they can be very helpful.
Angels don't eat, but they drink milk from holy cows.
I only know the names of two Angels, Hark and Harold.
Angels talk all the way while they are flying you up to heaven. The main subject is
where you went wrong before you got dead.
What I don't get about angels is why, when someone is in love, they shoot arrows
at them.

ANGELS—Grown-up views ...
God says to Angel: ‘I’m omnipresent you know’. Angel says ‘That’s just not
enough anymore. Nowadays you’ve got to have a website, Instagram and Tiktok
as well; though maybe not Facebook—that’s getting a bit ‘Old Testament’ now’.
God says to Angel: ‘I’ve just created a 24 hour period of alternating lightness and
darkness on earth. But now I’m tired. I think I’ll call it a day.’
An angel was welcoming a new arrival in heaven. ‘And how did you get here?’
‘Flu’.
An angel once visited me and described to me the measurements of a triangle. I
think it was a sine from God. I’m glad I saw it from that angle.

16

January 2022

Features
GARDENING NOTES—JANUARY
Winter Protection for Plants and Wildlife
We can now look forward to spring in the garden. Bulbs are beginning to show
and even flower in early varieties, and there is a sense of renewal as the
remaining leaves and autumn debris are removed from lawns and driveways.
Whilst it may look tidier to remove all leaves from beds and borders, an untidy
part of the garden can be a haven for overwintering wildlife, so try to leave some
areas to nature.
Beware the cold days and nights to come. There are plenty of plants that will
need protection from biting cold winds and prolonged heavy frosts. Layers of
fleece wrapped around tender plants will help, or move close to a house wall or
temporarily into a shed. Bark is a good insulator in pots and borders. Damage can
also so easily be done from waterlogging, so it’s always best to ensure planters
have good drainage.
Those fortunate to have a greenhouse can use it not only to overwinter plants
but also to start off seedlings. Under heat, there are many flower and vegetable
seeds which can be sown from now onwards. Summer flowering bulbs such as
dahlia and gladioli are also available from January, but again protect from frost.
In the fruit and vegetable garden, it’s a good time to plant raspberry canes, fruit
bushes such as gooseberry and blackcurrant, and rhubarb.
As usual at this time of year, spare a thought for wild birds. Clean out birdbaths
and feeders regularly, keep topped up with clean water and remove ice when
necessary. January is also a great time to prune rosebushes and woody
climbers. Apples and pears should also be pruned now while they are still
dormant. New growth will soon be appearing on ornamental grasses, so a
haircut of dead stems will help to give a fresh look.
There is always plenty to be done – and to look forward to – in the New Year
garden.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries
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18
James John
Cummins & family

THE INSCRIPTION
On circle of Cross: 'Until the days Dawn'
West side - JAMES JOHN CUMMINS
BORN MAY 5TH 1795 DIED NOV. 23RD 1867.
LUCIA CUMMINS
BORN MAY 23rd 1798 DIED SEPT.6th 1856
South side - HENRY MONTAGUE CUMMINS
BORN APRIL 21st 1863 DIED APRIL 29th 1863.
EDITH ELEANOR CUMMINS
BORN OCT. 6th 1871 DIED JUNE 18th 1873.
East side - SARAH ANNE CUMMINS
BORN OCT. 14th 1827 DIED MAY 23rd 1867.
North side - HENRY IRWIN CUMMINS
BORN MARCH 11th 1824 DIED JULY 30th 1885.
MARY ANN CUMMINS B
BORN APRIL 9th 1828 DIED OCT 20th 1895
Plot 182
Sandstone Celtic Cross
(Buckland MI Report)

James John Cummins was born, son of
a merchant, on 5 May 5 1795 in Cork,
Ireland. He moved to London in 1834.
In 1841 he is listed2 as one of 12 Directors of the Union Bank of Australia, at
their London Office on 38 Broad St, a
post he held for many years. The Union

John James Cummins 1795-18671

Bank of Australia was established in
London 1837 with a subscribed capital
of £50oK, so it is likely that Cummins
was a founder-Director. It operated
until 1951 when it merged to form Australia & New Zealand (ANZ) Bank, still
trading today.
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In 18513, James John and family lived at
18 Torrington Square, Bloomsbury, a
prestigious house and address. He was
aged 56 and employed as a ‘Merchant
in Colonial banking.’ Five children
were still at home: Richard 29, Henry
27, Lucia 25, Sarah Ann 28 and Susanna
20. His son Richard is listed at
‘Clergyman, Christ College Cambridge’.

The 1861 Census lists James John Cummins, age 65, as a ‘Retired Merchant’,
and widower, his wife Lucia having died
age 58 in 1856. His three grown-up
daughters were still living with him:
Lucia (junior) 35, Sarah Ann 33 and Susannah age 30. He had changed the
name of the house from The Hoppers
to Wildecroft by 1861.

Just one year later, on 2 Sept 1852, he
purchased ‘The Hoppers’ Estate—now
known as Wildecroft, off Rectory Lane in Buckland at auction. We have an
auction brochure4 describing the property; ‘A neat cottage residence with 6
acres of meadow land and productive
orchards, together with a Chaise (or
coach) House, Stable and Cattle sheds.
Many hundreds of apple and other fruit
trees. Within a few minutes walk from
the Railway station at Betchworth,
affording great facilities of communication not only with the metropolis, but
with all parts of the Kingdom’.

Wildecroft, accessed via Pebble Hill or
Rectory Lane, is now the home of Alan
and Brenda Horden who have live there
since 1997. The Chaise or Coach House
was converted into a house by Bill &
Ianthe Cox, and remains Ianthe’s home.

The Cummins family could not have
moved in immediately, as all of the previous occupants’ contents of the house
and estate were sold 5 weeks later at a
second auction on site, on 11 October
1852. This auction of goods is the subject of a wonderful period poster, detailing 135 auction lots5. Both the property auction and the sale of goods auction were managed by Mr James White
– a company established in 1817 in Dorking and still trading as ‘White & Son
Ltd’ Estate Agents.

James John Cummins devoted much
time to the study of Hebrew and theology, and his children’s use in preparation for confirmation, prepared Seals of
the Covenant Opened in the Sacraments,
which was published in 1839. It was
republished in 1849 as Hymns, Meditations and Other Poems; the title on the
cover was Lyra Evangelica, and it is usually known by this name.
James John Cummins was the author of
two Hymns, that have been widely republished in several more modern
hymn books and are searchable to listen to online with YouTube:
•
Jesus, Lord of Life and Glory
•
Shall Hymns of Grateful Love.
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In Buckland churchyard, the family
tomb is surmounted by a cross with
inscriptions of seven of the Cummins
family, on four sides of the cross:
James John Cummins, his wife Lucia,
and family members Henry Montague,
Edith Eleanor, Sarah Anne, Henry Irwin
& Mary Ann.
James John Cummins died on 23 November 23, 1867 at Wildecroft in Buckland.
References
1.
Web phot0 (ref.from DF)
2. ‘The Atheneum’ Journal, London. 14 August
1841, p.1
3. 1851 Census
4. Notice of sale of The Hoppers, J White, Dorking, 1852
5. Notice of sale of Contents of House and Estate, The Hoppers. J White, Dorking, 1852.

MUSIC IN DORKING—JANUARY
16th at 3.00, Jubilee string quartet at
Dorking Halls, £21, 01306 740619
Happy New Year! January has just one
concert to mention – the second
appearance of the Jubilee string quartet in
their series of three concerts presented by
the Dorking Concertgoers. They will begin
with Beethoven’s very first quartet, from his op.18 set of six, and end with a
quartet by the young Mendelssohn – very dramatic, full of energy and passion. In
between they play a short piece by Webern, inspired by a walk in the forest, and
three numbers from Dvorak’s Cypresses – delightful pieces which he based on
some of his own songs. This concert should be a very pleasant way to spend a
winter Sunday afternoon! The third and final concert of the series follows at the
beginning of February.
There are also screenings at the Dorking Halls of three operas, Massenet’s
Cinderella (1st), Puccini’s Tosca (19th) and Verdi’s Rigoletto (31st), and a ballet,
Jewels (24th).
Ian Codd
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
On Parish accounts, teapots and Labrador retrievers
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Your annual accounts – all 146 pages, bound in their
plastic covers and laid out in faultless detail – really
are most impressive. I was rather envious to note
you have a clergy ‘discretionary fund’; if I were to
be given such a thing, my cellar of claret would
improve immeasurably – although that is perhaps the reason why I am not given
one. The size of your office expenses makes me wonder if you have a staff
rivalling that of the European Community. I suppose that at least you are doing
your bit for job creation. Our dear Miss Marigold, who spends two hours a week
randomly filing pieces of paper, mistyping rotas and failing to re-order stationery,
is only rewarded by being the first to find out who are booking marriages and
having their babies baptised – and if they do not happen in that order, that will
be another piece of information remembered for future use. All this is
information beyond the price of jewels in village communities.
Our accounts have more by way of charm than they do of accuracy, generally
consisting of one sheet of handwritten paper. There are only ever three copies
for circulation, as that is the limit of Colonel Denster’s carbon paper. It seems to
be an unalterable tradition that they never balance, until we find the following
year that the missing £20 was found months later under the teapot on the
mantelpiece. One footnote to this was the occasion when the Colonel suspected
an unaccountable £5 had been eaten by his Labrador. Our greatest expenses by
far are categorised as ‘miscellaneous’, which is a catch-all for everything that our
treasurer is unable to recall where it really went.
I see that your accounts were professionally audited. Fortunately, it does not
matter too much about the accuracy of our own, as I have an arrangement with
our auditor who lives in the village: if he refuses to sign them off, then I refuse to
baptise his grandchildren.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Societies & Charities

Betchworth & Buckland Society
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in
Buckland and Betchworth

QUIZ NIGHT – 28 January, 7.30pm
Betchworth Village Hall
Calling all double and triple-vaxxers…
The odds may seem against us, but we’re still planning for some much-needed re-connection at the first
Quiz night in two years. Put 28 January in your calendar now and assemble your
team - or ask to join one. Teams of six please, to avoid over-crowding.
The Quiz night is jointly sponsored by the Society and the Re-Betchworth climate
action network - which means you can look forward to a slight twist to the usual
test of your general and local knowledge.
Fully catered, tickets a bargain at £15. Cash bar. Prompt 7.30pm start.
We will re-schedule if it becomes apparent, by mid-January, that we cannot hold
the quiz night safely. But don’t let that stop you booking your table now, as
we’re limiting table numbers too and you won’t want to miss this double celebration.
Email Camillapeterken@gmail.com
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The Horticultural Society
Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland

January marks the start of a new year and the time to plan.
The Horticultural Society, which includes the three villages of Betchworth, Brockham and Buckland have been busy thinking of plenty of new ideas for 2022.
One of the Society’s new ideas occurred last December. Our talented Committee
member Katie Mackay held a Christmas wreath making evening. The evening was
very informative and our creative skills became quite apparent by the final results. A most enjoyable and successful evening and a big thank you to Katie for
her expertise.
2022 Events
•
The talks will resume in the Spring but the speakers have yet to be decided.
•
The annual Plant Sale will take place in May. Brockham Green provided an
excellent venue and attracted a lot of interest from the public last year.
We hope to hold the Plant Sale there again in 2022.
•
The Autumn Show will be held in September at Brockham Village Hall. The
Show Secretary is currently making improvements to the schedule.
An added bonus this year will be the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June. The Society are in the process of planning how we will participate and celebrate the
event. Ideas are always welcome.
Let’s make 2022 a year to remember.
Jane Siegal bghsociety@hotmail.com

My toddler was found chewing on a slug. After the initial surge of disgust, I asked ,
‘Well, what does it taste like?’ ‘Tastes of Worms’ she replied confidently.
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THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH
Invite you to their Lecture Series via Zoom
17 JANUARY 2022 at 2.30pm
ALONG THE RIVER TIBER: 28 CENTURIES OF
HISTORY TOLD THROUGH THE BRIDGES
AND RIVERSIDE MONUMENTS OF ROME
Join professional Rome tourist guide Stuart Harvey for a journey upstream along
the River Tiber as it winds through Rome from the Tiber Island to Ponte Milvio
just north of the city centre. Starting with the legend of Romulus and Remus and
the founding of Rome, and leading us through to the Unification of Italy and
Rome’s new role as a modern capital city, the Tiber will lead us through 28 centuries of Roman history told by the historic bridges and riverside monuments. Roman Emperors, Renaissance Popes, Kings of Italy and some of the important and
controversial political figures of the 19th and 20th centuries will feature along the
way as we enjoy the beautiful views of "Er Biondo Tevere" ... "The Blond Tiber",
as it is known in Rome.
Join us in the Hall or zoom from your home on Monday, January 17th at 2.30 pm
for this stimulating, illustrated virtual lecture. It is free for members but do come
as a visitor for £5. Face masks are required in Betchworth Village Memorial Hall.
Christine Smart: christine.smart77@gmail.com or ring 01737 841597

DORKING MUSEUM—VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
Dorking Museum is run entirely by volunteers and new members are urgently
needed to join the team of Visitor Assistants to meet, greet and assist visitors;
and other roles which would suit working from home, including an Archivist,
Visitor Assistant Manager, Events Co-ordinator, and Schools and Education liaison
officer. All roles are voluntary, part-time and full training is given. For more
information, please visit dorkingmuseum.org.uk/about/volunteer-opportunities.
Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm. www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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SINGING FOR FUN
We made it. We will be inviting a few friends or family to
come and listen to our first presentation since 2019. You
all know the reason why. After all, I have been telling you
about our group for years now. Lost a few members during the last year or so but there are always new ones to
enjoy the chance to get out of the house, start a new activity and follow Gina Eason, our pianist and accompanist.
There is also the chance to enjoy a social cuppa in the interval. According to
Google, there are said to be eleven surprising reasons why singing is good for
you, including physical, psychological and emotional as well as social benefits.
So come and join us to start the new year in 2022. We are a friendly group and
meet on the first and third Monday from 10am to noon in Buckland's Reading
Room.
Meike Laurenson: mlaurenson@talk.talk.net

SHOP AT STROOD GREEN
Happy New Year from all the Staff and Committee at
the Shop at Strood Green! We hope you had a lovely
Christmas. Thank you for all your support over 2021.
Without you, there would be no shop in Strood
Green.
We look forward to seeing you in January, whatever
the weather holds for us. Why not pop into the café
for a coffee or pot of tea as a pit-stop on a winter
walk!
As you are aware, our long-standing member of staff, Jane, retired at the end
of November. She has asked to have this message included, especially to those
well-wishers who gave something towards her leaving present:
‘Thank you everyone for all your warm good wishes. Am thinking of getting a
garden ornament to remember everybody and all the good laughter we had.
I will keep turning up like the proverbial bad penny, so keep looking over your
shoulders! Again, many thanks. See you all around. Jane.’
Christine (Manager) and the Team, 01737 843965
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
Crossword (p.13) Solution
ACROSS: 8, Bottomless pit. 9, Ice. 10, Decalogue. 11, Limbo. 13, Seconds. 16,
Crimson. 19, Eager. 22, Abhorrent. 24, Lap. 25, Alpha and Omega.
DOWN: 1, Abdiel. 2, Stream. 3, Wondrous. 4, Flocks. 5, USCL. 6, A pagan. 7,
Athens. 12, IOR. 14, Creation. 15, Dye. 16, Cravat. 17, In hope. 18, Need no. 20,
Galley. 21, Repeat. 23, Read.

Vowel Puzzle (p.17)
A man too wise and over nice little sees how big a fool he is

Sudoku (p.12)

Wordsearch (p.12) Solution

BUCKLAND PROPERTY (see p.16)
This is a genuine advert for this house in December 2021. The address is
Barn Cottage, Buckland Faringdon, Oxfordshire SN7 8QS. On the market for
£850,000
Cheaper out there ain’t it…though not by much in this case
savills.com (Oxford office)
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January 2022. Issue No. 1147

COPY DATE: 16 Jan 2022
Articles Please submit articles for next months edition by the above date, via
email to fernsdc@gmail.com. If possible please submit WORD format for text
files, JPG for images and PDF for posters. New articles and contributors are
welcomed. If in any doubt about whether an article could be published, please
contact the Editor.
Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and are
not necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church. Contact names,
phone numbers and emails are provided as a service to readers, and these appear
in the printed and web versions of the magazine with the permission of the
individuals. Please advise the editor of any updates or corrections to the contact
details.

AVAILABLE FROM: 28 Jan 2022
Distributors can collect on the above date. Household delivery will be up to a few days later.

HISTORICAL NOTES
A book on the History of Buckland is available: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision by
Duncan C Ferns. 300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index. Purchase from
Squires Nursery Buckland, The Reverie Park Lake, local Waterstones, Amazon online or
request to fernsdc@gmail.com.
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering 1362
acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. Buckland is in the Diocese
of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area
Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
Regular activities in the Reading Room:
•
Monday am
Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd Mondays)
•
Monday pm
Art group
•
Monday 4.30pm
Brownies & Rainbows
•
Tuesday am
Toddlers
•
Thursday pm
Bridge Club
•
Thursday evening Yoga
•
Saturday pm
Sugarcraft Guild (2nd Saturday)
For booking enquiries please contact Stella Cantor, preferably by email:
Bookings4bucklandreadinroom.com or 01737.843335
Arts Society, Betchworth
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Toddler Group
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (sec.)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Women’s Institute

Carole Evans
David Sayce
Laura Snelling
Debbie Jones
Tamlynne Chapman
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Ruth & Paul Johnson
n/a
Jean Cooke
Debbie Jones
Sheena Boyce
Amy Snaith
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Jane Douglass
Meike Laurenson
Tim Howe
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
Margaret Miller

01372 452563
242776
843610
07701 347351
07734 202427
844138
842654
842691
843259/842175
245161
07701 347351
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
843211
248909
844595
843530
221444
842220
842046
842098

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net;
Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
Printed by Barkers Print Ltd. 01306 888858 rob@barkersprint.co.uk
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