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SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, BUCKLAND
www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net
Rector

The Revd. Anna Moore, The Rectory, Old Reigate Road, Betchworth, RH3
7DE (901860 or 07939 388607). Email:
rectorbetchworthandbuckland@gmail.com. Normal work days: Sunday,
Tuesday, Thursday, 9am to 4pm. Day off: Saturday.

Priest in
Retirement

The Revd. Canon David Eaton, Two Way House, Wheelers Lane,
Brockham RH3 7LA (843915). Email: rev_davideaton@hotmail.com

Churchwardens

David Sayce, 48 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8HR (242776)
(+ Bell Captain). Email: drsayce@ntlworld.com
Mrs Elizabeth Vahey, 126 Sandcross Lane, Reigate RH2 8HG (221444)
(+ electoral register). Email: lizvahey@btinternet.com

Hon.
Treasurer

Barbara Thomas, Little Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY (841058).
Email: treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com

Hon. Sec.

Mrs Rosey Davy. Email: roseydavy@gmail.com

Organist

Melvin Hughes, Ashcroft, 10 Ridgegate Close, Reigate RH2 0HT (241355).
Email: hughesmelvin@hotmail.com

Safeguarding
Officer

TBA

Junior Church
Reps

Amy Jago (07971 085134). Email: amy.k.jago@gmail.com; and Sarah
Munro (07771 427378). Email: sarahamunro@hotmail.co.uk

Magazine
- Editor Duncan Ferns, Yewdells, Dungates Lane, Buckland RH3 7BD (07786
966841). Email: fernsdc@gmail.com
- Finance Bernard Hawkins, 57 Middle Street, Brockham RH3 7JT (843153). Email:
bernhawk57@btinternet.com
- Advertising Karen Munroe, Broome Perrow, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7DY (845298).
Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com
Church
Rotas

Brasses: Sue Haynes (842613). Flowers: Jean Cooke (245161). Other:
Philip Haynes (842613)

Churchyard
Rose Beds

Carol Leeds, Flat 1, 4 Hardwicke Road, Reigate RH2 9AG (247399). Email:
everettleeds@gmail.com

Friends of St.
Mary’s

Secretary: Ianthe Cox, Buckland. Email: ianthecox72@gmail.com

Churchyard
Fund

Philip Haynes, Briarsmead, Old Rd, RH3 7DU (842186)
Email: Philip.haynes@tiscali.co.uk
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TO ALL OUR READERS

Please …
Your Annual Subscription for this magazine is now due.

It is only £10 per household per year.
It is the policy of the Church that the magazine will be distributed to all
homes in Buckland, unless you specifically opt-out. Nevertheless, both advertisers and subscription income is essential for the magazine to continue,
so we appeal to your good nature to respond with the £10 subscription.
We have made it easier to make a payment, with several payment options:
A)

Direct Debit* of £10 payable on a date in February 2022 & recurring an-

nually (use any e-banking process) OR...
B)

Annual Payment* of £10 for the 2022 subscription only (use any e-

banking process)
* Pay ‘St Mary’s Buckland’: Account Number 03428508, Sort code 60-17-27
With reference ‘Parish Magazine’ OR…
C) £10 CASH in the Yellow envelope provided with this issue, and deliver it to:

•

Your distributor—see Page 10 for their address

•

To the Editor, Duncan Ferns (Yewdells, Dungates Lane RH3 7BD)

•

To the Treasurer, Barbara Thomas (Little Perrow, Old Road RH3 7DY)

Any donation over £10 also goes directly to the Church and is also much
appreciated. If you are a taxpayer please make your donation Gift Aided
in the usual manner. (See also the yellow envelope.)

...Thank you
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THANK YOU—MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS
February is the month that we request subscriptions—please see page 3. We
have now provided the option of paying by e-banking which many people find
easier, as well as the traditional cash-in-the-envelope—which is also continued.
Our magazines are distributed by volunteers who each have a road or two to deliver to each month, as detailed below:
Distribution to

By

Address

Tranquil Dale to Bramley Lodge;
Broome Perrow Cottage Lane;
Buckland Green; Slough Lane
South end Rectory Lane (Grange
Lodge to Pettys Farm and Barn)
North end of Rectory Lane

Alan Pryor

Wildecroft area

Sue Fellows

Broome Perrow
Cottage, off Reigate Road
Grange Lodge,
Rectory Lane
Old Kemps Farm,
Rectory Lane
Wildecroft Cottage

Old Road from A25 to Broome Perrow (incl. shops)
Old Road from Old Way House to
Cloonagh
Old Road south of Cloonagh; houses off Sandy Lane (excluding
Sandhills); Hartsfield Manor
Dungates Lane & Buckland Court
Gardens
Houses on A25 from Park Pit to
Pond: incl. Buckland Court
Lawrence Lane

Stella Cantor

Kirkleas, Old Road

Philip Haynes

Briarsmead, Old
Road
Spindrift, Old Road

Normanton; Shagbrook & Buckland
Corner
Clifton Lane

Judith Riiser

The Pheasant to Garden Cottages,
other houses North of A25
Postal Deliveries outside the Parish

Iain Laurenson

Will Garrett
Catriona Martin

Paul Rietchel

Bridget Ferns
Jane Stewart
Melanie Smallbone

Trevor Cooke

Madeline Rietchel
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Yewdells, Dungates Lane
Round Lodge, Reigate Road
2 Lawrence Farm
Cottages, Lawrence Lane
Normanton, Reigate Road
Clifton Cottage,
Clifton Lane
The Bungalow,
Reigate Road
Spindrift, Old Road
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Dear Friends

As I write for the February edition of the magazine and reflect back on the past
year I think it will go down for me as the most strangest, bitter-sweet and
confusing of times. I feel this especially at Christmas when some of us had the
opportunity of being with loved ones, whilst others were restricted in doing so.
We are still under the constant worry of being ‘pinged’ and having to test or selfisolate it was, and still is, quite a dark and scary time.
And yet…. The dark doesn’t meant we can’t see. So I invite us to step into the
dark and dismal space of Covid 19, Delta and Omicron variants and acclimatise
our eyes to look again and try and glimpse the faint outline of blessings within
the chaos.
I have had to walk through some dark spaces in 2021– be it having to make
difficult decisions to limit the churches to public prayer and worship or cancel
social gatherings that are the hub of our fellowship. To mask or not to mask that
is the question! These and many more difficult decisions have had to be made to
minimise the risk of transmission and to keep up with the ever changing
guidelines. This together with taking funerals of those very dear to the
community and minimising attendance on joyous occasions such as weddings
and baptisms, all in all has been pretty dim.
BUT … in that darkness when I squint a little I can still see glimpses of blessings.
New and dear friendships made in the most unexpected places, new patterns
and styles of worship emerging to try something a bit different (contemporary
Connect at 4 service) and new ways of drawing in a scattered community closer
to the heart of our church as people are able to access services that they were
once unable to do via zoom or website recordings so they still feel part of the
church community.
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Thankfully we have managed to gather together for services again unlike the
year before. We did shine as brightly as we could through the candlelight service
and its symbolic promise of light in the dark and hope in the despair of chaos
through the birth of Jesus, who brought God’s love down on the ground to meet
us where we are – a light and hope that wasn’t brought to us because of the dark
– but despite the dark….
This is also symbolised in the Church through the Feast of Candlemas on 2nd
February which we will celebrate at the 6th February Family Christingle service .
This is a time when the nativity crib is put away marking the moment between
the official ending of Christmas and the beginning of the journey towards Lent.
Jesus, the light of the world is presented in the Temple where Simeon and Anna
recognise the long-awaited Messiah, the light of the world. That is why
traditionally, our candles from home accompany the church candles to be
blessed by the Holy Spirit of the light of the world.
The wonderful thing about this celebration is that it also has very earthy
traditions – rooted in folk lore and rural preparations of the winter earth for new
spring planting – symbolically called ‘the awakening’ – complete with its own
weather warning!
‘If Candlemas day be fair and bright, winter will have another flight.
If Candlemas day be shower and rain, winter is gone and will not come again.’
Candlemas speaks to Christians as a revealing of the light of Christ leading the
way and giving us hope in the promise of new life. And at this time of year new
life can be seen sprouting forth from the dark earth in nature and in the buds
forming on trees and plants. For example, snowdrops known as the Candlemas
Bells – symbolise a sign of hope – and bringing snowdrops indoors at Candlemas
is a symbolic way of purifying our homes.
Wherever and whatever your dark places have
been this past year and winter season, I wish you
hope and safekeeping as we continue to walk on
into the darkness. But this time, with the light of
vaccine relief, and the promise of longer days and
newness of springtime shining the way.
God Bless and stay safe,
Revd Anna
(please also read Revd Anna’s contribution on p9, Ed.)
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Church Matters
CHURCH SERVICES—FEBRUARY
Date

St Michael’s
Betchworth

St Mary’s
Buckland

10am Candlemas: Christingle
Communion

6 February
4 before Lent

4pm ‘Connect at 4’ BY ZOOM*
13 February
3 before Lent

10 am Iona Communion
10am Parish Communion

20 February
2 before Lent
27 February
Next before Lent

4pm ‘Connect at 4’
10am Parish Communion
10am Family Communion

6 March
Lent

4pm ‘Connect at 4’ BY ZOOM*

The ‘Connect at 4’ service is now fortnightly—the first Sunday of
the Month is via ZOOM, and the 3rd Sunday is at St Michael’s
Betchworth. The Zoom code is ID 828 5493 4642, password 273345.
(see p.8)
You may access at any time the Online service and Family Activities Page—
updated every week, which will continue to be available on the Church website.

As the level of coronavirus remains at a high level we continue to
ask all attendees to wear a mask within the churches and if you prefer to social distance, to be seated on the north side of the churches.
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REVERAND ANNA ANSWERS THE QUESTION ...
‘I never see the vicar. What does she do all day?’
I have been asked to write a short piece for the magazine to answer the
question “what do priests do all day”. Unlike my predecessor who was full time
in the Parish, I am part time. I am your Rector for 3 days per week , including
Sunday, and this covers the two churches in Buckland and Betchworth. I also
have a 3 day per week role as Chaplain at St Bedes School in Redhill, and I have
one day per week off. In addition I organise a family and home and what feels
like a zoo with all the pets! So what do I do all day on my days as a Rector…

Contrary to popular belief we don’t just work on Sunday showing up for a service
and job done for the week. Tuesday and Thursday are my Parish days. The day
begins with Morning Prayer. I usually have emails/phone calls to catch up on
that have built up through my non-Parish days. I have sermon preparation
Tuesday which then leads to writing on a Thursday in time for the Sunday
service. Alongside the morning service I also have the Connect at 4pm material
to research and prepare. There are various Diocesan/Deanery/Chapter meetings/
training courses to attend as well as PCC and Sub Committee meetings which
usually finish late evening.
There are also the life events such as funerals/weddings/ baptisms and
internment of ashes. All of which require visits, correspondence, rehearsals and
service preparation. As we have pretty rural churches these life events are
infact part of the routine practically every week and we have more than most
urban churches with full time vicars! I have regular meetings with the Church
Wardens to discuss and plan matters like fabric and worship, together with any
issues arising like Covid and how we keep our congregation safe.
Meetings also occur with the Upper Mole Group clergy team, Redhill Foodbank
for which I do deliveries for on a Friday and of which I am a trustee. Whilst not
surrounded by admin I do my best, but am admittedly struggling to do pastoral
visiting due to not enough hours in the day. I collect Foodbank donation and
arrange for the recycling to be collected from the church baskets at St Michael’s.
I deal with any church issues such as churchyard memorials and regulations,
maintenance, Safeguarding, and Ad hoc tasks such as organising Christmas trees
and cribs, lent courses and resources and Messy Church for our younger
members. I also deal with enquiries about the church/services which would
normally have gone through the Parish office, along with designing, laminating
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and distributing posters for special services/events. I am now trying to visit the
local school and homes for the elderly more regularly as I am acutely aware that
the majority of my time is spent on admin and meetings, especially after losing
our parish administrator through lack of finances during the pandemic. The
administration remains the same whether full or part time the only difference in
being part time is the pastoral time gets squeezed out and that is not what I
came into ministry for.
Sundays are naturally taken up with the 10am service setting up, clearing away
and preparing for the 4pm service, alongside more admin including writing for
the parish magazine, organising the quarterly rota/readings and service
preparation for the coming week.
So in a nutshell 3 days is not enough… This is not to make people feel sorry for
me, but rather let people have a glimpse into life as a part time parish priest
covering two churches, which is a first for the United Benefice.
When people ask “what does the vicar do all day” or I hear “we can never get
hold of the Vicar”, I hope this gives a deeper understanding. My priority is to be
here pastorally for the two villages I serve. This is what I was called to Ministry
for. So, please do not feel that you cannot come to me, but appreciate that I
can only respond as soon as I am physically able to. I wish to thank my husband
Alistair, my unpaid PA for the amazing job he does answering calls in my absence
whilst holding down a stressful full time job. I would also like to thank my
wonderful church wardens who also go above and beyond their warden duties!
Thank you too for your patience and understanding.
When I was appointed Rector it was to grow the church and be a pastoral
presence for the community and with a bit of tweaking I promise I will get the
balance right as the year progresses.
In the meantime .. In the words from Miranda …Bear with!
God Bless
Revd Anna
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ST MARY’s CHURCH ROTAS
Date

Reader/Lesson

Intercessions

Sidesperson

13 February
Iona
3rd before Lent

Caroline Gayle
1 Corinthians 15 v
12-20

Rosey Davy

Caroline Gayle

27 February
Parish Communion
1st before Lent

Jean Cooke
2 Corinthians 3 v12
4 v2

Kerry Evans

Simon Thomas

Buckland St Mary’s will remain open from 10am to 4pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Sundays for private prayer and access to the Bookswop Scheme.
Foodbank donations can be left in the basket in the Porch, which is collected
each Thursday.

FEBRUARY EVENTS
6 February, 10am. Christingle Service. St Michael’s Betchworth (p.14)
10 February, 12noon Winter Lunch, Buckland Reading Room (p.13)
15 February, 7pm. Buckland Low Carbon network, ZOOM meeting (p.18)
21 February, 2.30pm Arts Society Betchworth, ZOOM Meeting, Fan Museum (p.35)
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ST MARY’s ORGAN FUND REFURBIISHMENT—UPDATE
As most parishioners know, the organ at St.
Mary’s requires extensive repairs. The
condition of the instrument has been
deteriorating for years and has been on the
Parochial Church Council’s (PCC) “to do“ list
for a while. Unfortunately, the church’s
limited resources (financial and human) have
meant that there have been other priorities.
However, four years ago the PCC established
a sub-committee to assess the organ’s
condition, raise funds for the repairs and
manage the project. Once what needed to be
done had been established and the costs
assessed the fund-raising process began in
2019. The arrival of Covid in early 2020 and the
subsequent lockdowns meant that the project
had to be on hold.
The good news is that Covid has retreated a bit and many of the restrictions
which we have all suffered are being eased, although everyone should remain
cautious. In the last few weeks the Organ Committee has been dusting off the
fund-raising plans first considered in 2019 and is preparing to re-start the project
over the coming months. This includes a May Fayre on the first May Bank Holiday
and a list of other events that will give everyone in the village an opportunity to
contribute to the organ repairs. Watch this space for more information!
With donations and pledges received so far, the organ fund has reached just
under half of the required sum, ex VAT, which may be recoverable.
St. Mary’s is the prime focal point in the village, complemented by the green and
the pond, for Buckland’s idyllic setting and the organ is a very important part of
the church. It is needed not only for the regular services but also for weddings
and other milestone events which the church provides. When the instrument is
back to full working order there may also be opportunity for recitals and other
musical events.
The committee will provide regular updates on the project’s progress.
Trevor Cooke
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WINTER LUNCHES—next on Thursday 10 February
A big Thank you to all who came to the first Winter Lunch of 2022 and also the
first Winter Lunch for 2 years! 12 sat down in Buckland Reading Room to a lunch
of cottage pie, carrots, cabbage and followed with profiteroles and cream, with
tea and coffee afterwards. It was so good to meet up with 'old' friends from the
villages and hear the hubbub of conversation. Our next get-together will be
Thursday the 10th February from 12 noon, lunch is usually served about
12.15pm. If you would like to know more about the lunches please phone me
Carol Leeds on 01737 247399 or Liz Vahey on 01737 221444 and we can have a chat
and let you know what is happening. A big thank you to Margaret Miller, Liz
Vahey and Everett Leeds for all their help at the lunches. Hope to see you in February, keep safe.
Carol Leeds

PARISH MAGAZINE ADVERTISING —VOLUNTEER REQUIRED
A small team manages the process of Advertising in the Parish Magazine. One
person does the finance, one the graphics layout, and a third person liaises with
the advertisers, answering questions about rates, correspondence and
management of the ‘space’ available on the pages. For several years, Karen
Munro at Broome Perrow has done the latter job, but in a few months they
expect to be moving out of the village and we need to find as replacement.
Karen will happily provide a handover. Just a few hours per month, but it would
be a great help if someone were able to step forward.
Contact Karen Munro ((845298). Email: kmunroe2012@gmail.com

CHURCH CHOIRS
Since our Churches migrated from weekly to fortnightly services, our churches
now have a joint choir with a regular Friday Choir Practice, from 5pm-6pm, led
by Choir Master and organist Melvyn Hughes. We sing alternately at both
Buckland and Betchworth, 3 weeks out of 4. There is a separate, albeit overlapping group for the informal singing at Buckland’s Iona service.
If anyone would like to join the Church Choir, or the informal Iona Singing Group,
whether or not you are a current member of the congregation, please contact
Melvyn Hughes or Jean Cooke. No audition necessary, just come and see if you
enjoy it!
Hughesmelvin@hotmail.com jcooke54@btinternet.com
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CLARA COSLETT
LESSONS IN VIOLIN, PIANO & SINGING
AVAILABLE FOR WEDDING BOOKINGS—VIOLIN & SINGING SOLO
Clara Coslett, daughter of Revd Carol
Coslett, is living locally and in a new
career offering lessons and bookings in
violin, piano and singing.
She is also offering wedding bookings
to play solo violin and sing.
Clara has graduated in Music & English
from the University of Leeds and is a
very talented musician. She has been a
student of the well-known David Riley,
and is trained in classical music and can
also offer musical theatre and pop
songs.
To enquire about lessons—adults and
children, beginners or advanced; or to
make a wedding booking, contact Clara:
07496 757612
claracoslett@hotmail.com

It’s Christingle Time Again.
Come and join us at

St Michael’s Church, Betchworth
Sunday 6th February at 10.00am
Collect your Candle Box for coin donations to The Children‘s Society
from
St Michael’s Betchworth or St Mary’s Buckland
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Buckland Matters
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES FOR BETCHWORTH AND BUCKLAND (FABB)
NEW LEADER WANTED
We are looking for someone
to head up a group of local
mums of the FABB
‘committee’. The group has
been running for over 40
years and was originally set
up to bring families with
young children together to
enjoy tennis games, visits to
Dorking fire station, craft sessions, picnics etc in the days
when there was much less on
offer to keep children amused
during long holidays.

Our first Christmas Party 2015

Over the last few years FABB has been a much-loved hub and point of contact for
new families joining our villages – and this remains true today. The get togethers
have moved away from small informal events to larger gatherings: a Christmas
party, circus skills training at the annual B&B Society BBQ and weather permitting
crafts and an Easter egg hunt.
With the children in the two villages attending more than a dozen different
schools, we believe FABB still has an important role to play in village life and our
community today.
After seven years heading up this group and with my own children now almost
teenagers, it is time to hand on to someone else that can bring fresh ideas to our
group. Please contact me for more information if you would like to consider heading up this lovely group.
Alternatively, if you are interested in joining the organising and ideas group, please
also contact me. Thank you
Catriona Martin catdawes@aol.com 07710 498 591
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
Final chance to submit evidence to Natural England to
support an extension to the current boundaries of the
Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Please
make sure you submit your views before this evidence
gathering stage of Natural England’s consultation closes
on 31st January 2022. Visit www.surrey-hills-aonbboundary-review.org to have your say.
Please support our campaign for further Highways
improvements through Buckland:
Footway Surfaces
A team from Burleys, the company contracted by the Parish Council to cut the
open areas of grass in the centre of the village spent 85-man hours cutting back
soil and vegetation from the footways to make it easier for all of us to use. With
the footway surfaces now easy to assess please will everyone who uses footways
in the village take this opportunity to submit reports to Surrey County Council
Highways to highlight any defects in the surface. The aim is to ensure that
Buckland is high on the list should any money be identified as available to fund
footway reconstruction or resurfacing; whether this is 21/22 allocated
expenditure that needs to be spent before 31st March 2022, budgeted
expenditure to be spent in 22/23, or being placed on a list for priority
consideration in future years. Please submit reports via the SCC website
(www.surreycc.gov.uk) or, if you find it difficult to use the online reporting send
an email to highways@surreycc.gov.uk or call 0300 200 1003.
Street Cleaning
A reminder that responsibility for Street Cleaning lies with MVDC and that this
includes not only the main carriageway but also the hard surfaced footways
alongside the A25 Reigate Road. So if you spot a build-up of soil, grass, or
vegetation along the kerb edges, on the footways, or around any traffic islands in
the centre of the carriageway, please submit a street cleaning request via the
MVDC website or call 01306 885001. If you spot any fly tipping, dead animal, or
accumulation of litter, the reporting options also sit under ‘Street Cleaning’on
the website.
Surface Water Flooding
When water ponds on either the main carriageway, hard surfaced footway
alongside the carriageway or on the verge between them anyone using the
17
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footways is at the mercy of the drivers travelling along the main carriageway. As
none of us want to be dodging deluges of water, if you see water ponding,
please submit a report to Surrey Highways.
Reduced Speed Limit on A25
Surrey Highways published a Traffic Order to reduce the speed limit on the A25
Reigate Road from 50mph to 40mph between the Buckland boundary a short
distance to the west of Tranquil Dale and Dorking. If the consultation does not
raise any concern that Surrey Highways feels warrants a further review it is
proposed the reduction in speed limit will be implemented by 31st March
2022. For the avoidance of doubt, Buckland Parish Council fully supports the
proposal, having previously challenged the Surrey Highways initial proposal to
leave the section of the A25 Reigate Road to the east of Betchworth roundabout
subject to a 50mph speed limit.
Sheena Boyce, Clerk

parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net

BUCKLAND LOW CARBON NETWORK
Electric Bikes - Zoom meeting Tuesday 15 February 2022
We are launching our 2022 programme of meetings this month with a meeting
focusing on electric bikes.
Over the last two years, electric bikes have become increasingly popular. At this
meeting, you will have the chance to learn more about the practical benefits and
limitations of electric bikes from local people who have experience of using them
as an alternative to cars for local journeys. If you already have an electric bike,
and would be willing to share your experience of using it, we’d also love to hear
from you.
The meeting will take place by Zoom at 7 pm on Tuesday 15th February. If you
would like to join us, please email me for joining details.
Finally, a quick reminder that if you are interested in knowing more about other
practical ways of reducing your carbon footprint, do get in touch. During 2021 we
covered heat pumps, green energy suppliers, solar energy, and electric cars, and
have resources we can share on these issues, as well as a network of local people
who are happy to share their experience of them.
Ken Caldwell, Convenor kencaldwell02@gmail.com
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
On how to survive a residential conference
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
I am glad you enjoyed your conference, but
please do not be deluded into thinking that
conferences are there to teach you anything.
Conferences exist to provide another entry on
your CV, to give you time off while flattering
yourself that you are working, and to make the
person leading it feel that their life is not wholly pointless. As it happened, I was
also invited to the same one, the one entitled ‘Learning how to say no.’ But I
refused to attend, thereby proving that I didn’t need it anyway.
There are certain useful points you need to learn for conferences. When you are
all asked to go through that ghastly process of introducing yourselves to
everyone else, make it up. I think the last time I was obliged to do this, I became
an engineer specialising in exporting arms to Saudi Arabia. All your clerical
colleagues will then panic that they have turned up for the wrong course and the
leader will make sure that you are not asked another single question throughout
the event. Both outcomes are satisfying.
When you are asked to divide into small discussion groups, it means that the
conference leader has run out of ideas about what to do next. Do not, at all
costs, volunteer to be chairman. It only means that when you have to report
back will be involved in sticking sheets of paper on to walls, which will then rip
off the wallpaper when you try to remove them.
No, if you are ever obliged to attend another course, take a good book, enough
claret to cover every evening away, and develop a debilitating illness that, while
enabling you to attend every meal, obliges you to retreat to your room for the
rest of the day. You will leave having learned as much on whatever the topic was
as your colleagues, but you will return refreshed and eager to make the next
booking.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
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BUCKLAND PROPERTY FOR SALE
£98,000 o.n.o
This Detached property is part
of Buckland’s thriving
community. Buckland village
has a population of 511 (2018).
Built in 1994, has Living area and
Kitchen (with refrigerator), 3
beds, 1 bath, approximately 1,120
square feet.
Thorough insulation and built with climate change in mind. Rural views.
Ample off-road parking.
See p.38 for details
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Local Services
SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists

35 years experience, Fully Insured
Free Estimates
Domestic, commercial and listed
buildings, new builds
Lime Mortar, Stonework,
Crack Stitching

MOT Testing
Station

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork
pointing undertaken by traditional
brickwork pointers

Repairs & Servicing
to all makes
Reigat e Ro ad
Buckland,
Near R eigat e

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,
Church Street, Betchworth
01737 844364 or 07821 614909
Email: markgilbert@live.com;
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk

Buckland

01737
242766
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S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n

•
•
•
•
•

S p o t s t a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l

•
•
•
•

L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71

Buckland

GRASSCUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
SHED & GARAGE
CLEARANCE/TIDY UPS

TEL: 01737 844039
MOB: 07887 505811
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Local Services
T HE HAIR S T UD IO
O N BR O C KHAM G R EE N
Open:
10am
till 5pmTues
Tuesday
Friday
Open
9am-5pm
to Satto1pm
10am till 1pm Saturday

Unisex sa lon
Carefree hair for
your ind ividua l needs
Te l 01737 843533

Josh Flynn
Gardening Maintenance
Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control
Tel: 01737 202179
Mob: 07920 715779

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, 7am - 5pm
Thu, Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

ZOE UNDERWOOD

Myra V. Baston
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR
Zoe

Chartered Physiotherapist
Craniosacral Therapist

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service

15a Dene Street, Dorking RH4 2DB
Tel: 01306 889680

Please call 07876 572624
Buckland
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Local Services

Payroll—VAT—Tax Returns
Local to Betchworth
Call: 01737 652852
Email: info@a4cgroup.co.uk
Surrey Mole & Wasp
Control
Professional Pest control
Service
Fully Qualified, Fully Insured
Tel: 01737 844 364
Mob: 07821 614909

Buckland
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Local Services
Richard Mason, NCH Arb
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch
20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB
Tel: 01737 8 44916
Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

www.viviencresswell.co.uk

Buckland
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Local Services

Based in Redhill, we offer cloud accounting set-up and
training, coaching and advice for new start-ups
and established businesses. Guiding you through the maze
of accounting and tax compliance.

Helping you realise your dreams
Contact: Stuart Cooper: 0771073676
enquiries@scbc.uk.net/ www.scbc.uk.net

Buckland
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Puzzle Pages
SUDOKU
Grade: Medium.
Solution on p.37

WORDSEARCH - Valentines Day & Romance
Valentine
Rose
Romance
Love
Present
Restaurant
Hearts
Kiss
hug
girlfriend
boyfriend
fiancé
worship

repentance
angels
baby
temple
Mary
Candlemas

Solution on p.37
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CROSSWORD Solution p.37
Across
1 ‘If you love those who love
you, what — is that to
you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6)
4 ‘They threw the ship’s —
overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6)
7 The first murderer (Genesis
4:8) (4)
8 He was the head Levite in
charge of the singing when the
ark of God was brought back to
Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22)
(8)
9 Samson was noted for this
(Judges 16:6) (8)
13 Solicit money or food from
passers by (Acts 3:2) (3)
16 What William Booth’s
Christian Mission became in
1878 (9,4)
17 Alliance of Religions and
Conservation (1,1,1)
19 ‘I will praise your name for
ever and ever. — — I will praise
you’ (Psalm 145:1–2) (5,3)
24 Simon had (anag.) (8)
25 Desperate (Deuteronomy
28:48) (4)
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he
was seeking to resuscitate do
this seven times before opening
his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6)
27 The belly and thighs of the
statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream were made of this
(Daniel 2:32) (6)
Down
1 ‘Before the — crows, you will
disown me three
times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4)
2 Relating to the books of the
Bible between Acts and
Revelation (9)
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3 ‘They have — the Lord out of
the tomb, and we don’t know
where they have put
him!’ (John 20:2) (5)
4 Belief (5)
5 ‘Take the following fine
spices: ... 250 shekels of
fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23) (4)
6 ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but
wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)
10 A seer (anag.) (5)
11 ‘Even there your hand will —
me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5)
12 The wild variety was part of
John the Baptist’s diet (Mark
1:6) (5)
13 A non-Greek speaker who
was looked down on by civilized
people (Colossians 3:11) (9)
14 Famous 1950s musical whose
characters included members of
16 Across, — and Dolls (4)
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The province from which Paul
wrote to the Corinthians (1
Corinthians 16:19) (4)
18 ‘He was standing in the
gateway with a linen cord and a
measuring — — his
hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2)
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do
not harden your hearts as you
did in the rebellion’ (Hebrews
3:15) (5)
21 The Jericho prostitute who
hid two Israelite spies on the
roof of her house (Hebrews
11:31) (5)
22 ‘And now these three
remain: faith, — and love. But
the greatest of these is love’ (1
Corinthians 13:13) (4)
23 ‘God has numbered the days
of your reign and brought it to
an end’ (Daniel 5:26) (4)
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Features
GARDENING NOTES—FEBRUARY
A shameless plug for RHS Garden Wisley !
Whatever the weather throws as us in February, be assured that The Royal
Horticultural Society Garden at Wisley will always provide beauty and uplifting
inspiration. I visited on 2 consecutive days in early January and, as ever, enjoyed
being bombarded with colourful stems, buds, beauty and ideas. Yes, there are
plenty of plants which are now dormant, but that is the excitement of gardening:
a constantly evolving canvas.
When the sun shines, there are many walks where, however busy, you can
escape for a solitary stroll. If the rain appears, as well as the chance to warm up
and explore the vast glasshouse, there is the new Hilltop – “the home of
Gardening Science” to explore. The most encouraging sign for me was the
enthusiasm of children excited by horticulture. Inside the buzz of the hands-on
displays- don’t miss the far-reaching views from the sky terrace. Outside the new
building the well-spaced and varied gardens with plenty of benches for rest and
contemplation. The emphasis is on health and wellbeing, but there is also a
“world kitchen” garden and a wildlife area surrounding the building. Of course,
the gardens will only improve as they spring into life and colour in the coming
months.
The former garden centre has been transformed into the new trials area.
Personally, I am looking forward to seeing the results of the Hebe trials to find
out which are the most prolific and resilient. It’s a space to watch, especially as
some trials are duplicated at other RHS gardens to allow for varying conditions.
If you can spare the time, a monthly visit as a member will not only be good value
but also promise new surprises every season.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries

Remember, if God had wanted you to touch your
toes, he would have put them on your knees
Les Barker
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THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT SERIES
Part Four—JOY
You are wrong if you think Joy emanates
only or principally from human relationships. God has placed it all around us. It
is in everything and anything we might
experience. We just have to have the
courage to turn against our habitual
lifestyle and engage in unconventional
living.
My point is that you do not need me or
anyone else around to bring this new
kind of light in your life. It is simply waiting out there for you to grasp it, and all
you have to do is reach for it. The only
person you are fighting is yourself and
your stubbornness to engage in new
circumstances.
Jon Krakauer

They say a person needs just three
things to be truly happy in this world:
someone to love, something to do,
and something to hope for.
Tom Bodett

If we can just let go and trust that things
will work out they way they're supposed
to, without trying to control the outcome, then we can begin to enjoy the
moment more fully. The joy of the freedom it brings becomes more pleasurable than the experience itself.
Goldie Hawn

Walk as if your are kissing the earth
with your feet. The present moment
is filled with joy and happiness. If you
are attentive, you will see it.
Thich Nhat Hanh (Mindfulness guru)

Joy is what happens to us when we allow ourselves to recognize how good
things really are.
Marianne Williamson

The pain of parting is nothing to the
joy of meeting again.
Charles Dickens, Nicholas Nickleby

A thing of beauty is a joy forever.
John Keats
Comparison is the death of joy.
Mark Twain
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I slept and dreamt that life was joy. I
awoke and saw that life was service. I
acted and behold, service was joy.
Rabindranath Tagore
I want a life that sizzles and pops and
makes me laugh out loud. And I don't
want to get to the end, or to tomorrow,
even, and realize that my life is a collection of meetings and pop cans and errands and receipts and dirty dishes. I
want to eat cold tangerines and sing
out loud in the car with the windows
open and wear pink shoes and stay up
all night laughing and paint my walls
the exact color of the sky right now. I
want to sleep hard on clean white
sheets and throw parties and eat ripe
tomatoes and read books so good they
make me jump up and down, and I
want my everyday to make God belly
laugh, glad that he gave joy to someone
who loves the gift.
Shauna Niequist
My soul doth magnify the Lord,
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Savior
Hymn
To serve is beautiful, but only if it is
done with joy and a whole heart and a
free mind.
Pearl S. Buck
The soul is like an uninhabited world
that comes to life only when God lays
His head against us.
St. Thomas Aquinas

Cake is happiness! If you know the way
of the cake, you know the way of
happiness! If you have a cake in front
of you, you should not look any further
for joy!
C. JoyBell C.
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and
sisters, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that
the testing of your faith produces
perseverance.
James 1 : 2-3
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let
the field exult, and everything in it!
Then shall the trees of the forest sing
for joy before the Lord, for he comes
to judge the earth. Oh give thanks to
the Lord, for he is good; for his
steadfast love endures forever.
1 Chronicles 16 : 32-34
You make known to me the path of
life; in your presence there is fullness
of joy; at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.
Psalm 16 : 11
May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace in believing, so that by
the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.
Romans 15 : 13
For you have been my help, and in the
shadow of your wings I will sing for
joy. My soul clings to you; your right
hand upholds me.
Psalm 63 : 6-7

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you
The root of joy is gratefulness...It is not meet trials of various kinds, for you
know that the testing of your faith
joy that makes us grateful; it is gratiproduces steadfastness. James 1 : 2
tude that makes us joyful.”
Brother David Steindl-Rast
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THE LAST IN OUR SERIES OF TWELVE

PLEASE TAKE A BOW
LES BARKER
In March 2021, lockdown weary, and in need of a regular smile, I introduced Les
Barker to you. If you did not read that issue, or still have no clue who he is after
having read it, I will repeat that bit...

Les Barker is a professional Northern poet,
who writes really clever words, often with very
funny punch lines. He also does some ‘serious
stuff’ which is equally good.
I emailed Les, and he very kindly agreed to my
proposal to publish a poem a month from his
repertoire for a whole year in return for a
small donation.
In return, please look at his website, You Tube
videos and smile or laugh outloud as your read
his works. And it’s poetry—so read it out
loud—to yourself or to others ...I defy you not
to smile, giggle or laugh…
His early work was always accompanied by his
mongrel dog which accompanied him on
stage. The dog was called “Mrs Ackroyd” …,
which explains his website address:

www,mrsackroyd.com
Our time is up—please enjoy the final contribution:
The Compost Bins
And for more, read his website, search him on You Tube for video performances.
You can even buy his books and CDs.
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The Les Barker Poem
(www.mrsackroyd.com)

The Compost Bins
I cut and pruned and hacked and mowed
It seemed I had more than I had sowed
Still June, it seems impossible;
My Compost bin, already full.

A vintage year for garden waste
and soon the problem must be faced.
I made a start, I filled in one
and two and three, the work goes on

I bought a second compost bin
and put my garden waste therein,
In hope that in time it would decay
and so it proved one autumn day.

For I have cut and gathered in
Enough to fill another bin.
I went and bought bin number four
But I’ll not do this anymore.

I spread it on my garden, those
Two bin-fulls grew my rose.
And grow it did, for very soon
I found I had to cut and prune.

Now I go out every evening, late,
I sneak out through my garden gate
and lay my treasure down instead
On someone else’s flower bed.

The garden waste that I had used,
Made richer soil which thus produced
More garden waste. What do I do?
I filled in one. I filled in two.

And having thus enriched their loam
I steal their slugs and take them home.
I see their gardens, HOW they grow.
I look at mine, and… no. Empty bins!

I bought a third compost bin
And put my garden waste therein
In hope that in time it would decay
And so it proved one April day.

I find it so rewarding now, SPYING,
on neighbours mopping their brow.
I watch them toil, I watch them weep
I close my eyes and go to sleep.

Bed and lawn,
I mulched them both
And watched in fear
for signs of growth.
And grow it did, for very soon
I found I had to cut and prune
And hack and trim and mow and chop
...another bloody bumper crop!
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19
Leonard Cyril Mosley
& son
Leonard Oswald Mosley

THE INSCRIPTION
In loving memory of Annie Althea Mosley,
died June 14th 1950, aged 66 years.
And Leonard Cyril Mosley, March 11th 1962,
aged 77 years.
Plot 180
(Buckland MI Report)

Leonard Cyril
Mosley

By way of introduction, some clarifications are needed. This family was NOT
related to the more famous Sir Oswald
Mosley (1896-1980), the MP in the
1920’s who became the leader of the
British Union of Fascists, and died
whilst living in Paris. Neither to his famous son Max Mosley (1940-2021), who
led the FIA – the governing body of
Formula 1 motorsport.

in Buckland at the time they died, renting Slough House on Slough Lane. We
suspect that his parents were invited to
live with him here for several years, as
his mother died in Buckland in 1950,
and father, Leonard Cyril in 1962.
Leonard Oswald Mosley was a well
known author and journalist, and his
life also led to some public ‘fame’, described below.

In Buckland, Leonard Cyril Mosley (1884
-1962) and his wife are buried. Their
It is Leonard Cyril Mosley (1884-1962),
son, Leonard Oswald Mosley, was living who is ‘at rest’ in Buckland. His father
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was Antonio Felix Mosley, born in Manchester. Leonard grew up in Chorlton,
a Manchester suburb, where his father
was a ‘Portugese Shipping merchants
clerk’ (1901 census). So although Antonio was also born in Manchester, his
name suggests that he was Portuguese/
Spanish and probably understood that
language)1.
In 1908, Leonard married Annie Althea
Glaiser, from Bramley in Leeds. In the
1911 census, Leonard was 26 years old,
living with wife Annie in Moss Side,
Manchester – a working class area –
and employed as an Estimating Clerk at
an Ironworks. By 1915, they moved to
the smarter suburb of Altrincham. By
1939 he was ‘Chief Engineers Contract
Clerk’. They had two children: Althea
Viola (1909-93) and Leonard Oswald
Mosley (1913-1992). We don’t know
why or when they moved to London.
Leonard Cyril died, aged 78, in 1962,

Leonard Oswald Mosley

with his address recorded as Flat 7, 81
Westbourne Terrace, London.1
His son, Leonard Oswald Mosley,
achieved a degree of fame and lived in
Buckland for over 12 years—though he
is not buried here. Leonard Oswald
and his wife Diedre moved to Slough
House, Slough Lane, Buckland – they
were in residence from 1949 and possibly earlier, through to at least 19621.
This house was rented from the Buckland Estate, and Adrian Sanders has
memories of knowing Leonard Mosley
over his 10 years or so residence in
Buckland. Slough House remains in
the ownership of the Sanders’ Buckland
Estate.
Leonard Oswald Mosley was educated
at William Hulme Grammar School in
Manchester. At the age of seventeen
he started work as a reporter for a
weekly paper, since defunct, which circulated in South Lancashire and North
Cheshire. After a year working there he
lost his job as a result of an ill-timed
practical joke, and then spent six
months as a freelance, living in his parental home in Didsbury (Manchester).
Then in summer 1931 he left England
and worked his passage to America, as
a ‘nursemaid’ to ‘Stanley’ a prize bull!
It is noteworthy that his ‘autobiography
of his early life’ 2 begins with this story,
with not a word of introduction about
his parents, their family during WW1, or
his school days. Perhaps this can be
put down to the fact that he was
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writing at the age of 25, and for him, it
was only since the age of 19 that life
had become interesting.

not only a newspaper journalist, but
also had over 30 books published, including his early travels; ten biographies of famous people; five novels
In New York he spent three months as and several history books, mostly conan Assistant Stage Manager for a burcerning WW23
lesque show, then for half a year
In 1955, he was a member of the jury at
worked as a journalist for the New York the Cannes Film Festival!3
Daily Mirror. In May 1932 he left the
East Coast and drove to California in an Leonard had married Deirdre Hamblen
old Ford Model T, demonstrating his
in 1946, but they divorced in their early
adventurous spirit! He arrived in Los
60’s, and in 1980, at the age of 67, he
Angeles just in time for the 1932 Summarried Gwendolen Schmidt in Chelsea,
mer Olympics, which he covered as an who died in 1990. They retired to live
employee of United Press. Then he
together in Menton on the Cote d’Azur,
worked as a freelance journalist in Hol- France—just east of Monte Carlo.
lywood. He reported on the 1933 Long Gwendolen died in 1990 and Leonard
Beach earthquake and shortly afterOswald in 1992 and both died at their
wards returned to England.3
home in France.3
He found employment as a roving reReferences
porter, a job that took him all over the
1
Ancestry UK: Family Trees,
world. One early assignment, back in
Census Records, BMD Recthe United States, which made a great
ords, Electoral Roll Records.
impression on him was the trial of Rich2
Leonard O Mosley, 1930. So
ard Hauptmann for the Lindbergh kidFar So Good : An Autobiognapping. Some years later he wrote a
raphy. Michael Joseph Ltd
biography of Lindbergh.3
3
Wikipedia page: Leonard
Mosley (which contains his
In June 1946 he was appointed an OBE
bibliography of over 30
(Officer of the Order of the British Embooks)
pire) for his work at Kemsley Newspapers whilst on the staff of the Daily Express. In June 1964 he was appointed
as an officer of the Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem.3 He was
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THE RULES OF MARRIAGE
Here are the real-life answers from a group of children:
How do you decide who to marry?
• You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she
should like it that you like sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming.
Alan, age 10
• No person really decides before they grow up who they're going to marry. God
decides it all way before, and you get to find out later who you're stuck with.
Kirsten, age 10
What is the right age to get married?
• 23 is the best age because you’ll have known the person FOREVER by then. Camille,
age 10
• No age is good to get married at. You got to be a fool to get married. Freddie, age 6
How can a stranger tell if two people are married?
• You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be yelling at the same
kids. Derrick, age 8
What do you think your Mum and Dad have in common?
• Both don't want any more kids. Lori, age 8
What do most people do on a date?
• Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to know each other.
Even boys have something to say if you listen long enough. Lynnette, age 8
• On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that usually gets them interested
enough to go for a second date. Martin, age 10
Is it better to be single or married?
• I don't know which is better, but I'll tell you one thing. I'm never going to have sex
with my wife. I don't want to be all grossed out. Theo, age 8
• It's better for girls to be single but not for boys. Boys need someone to clean up
after them. Anita, age 9
How would you make a marriage work?
• Tell your wife that she looks pretty, even if she looks like a lorry. Ricky, age 10
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MUSIC IN DORKING—FEBRUARY
5 Feb at 12.00, lunchtime recital at St Martin’s
church, free, 01306 884229
5 Feb at 7.30, Ashtead Choral Society at Dorking
Halls, £18, 01306 881717
6 Feb at 3.00, Jubilee string quartet at Dorking Halls,
£21, 01306 740619
12 Feb at 7.30, Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra at St
John’s School, Leatherhead, £15, 01372 275907

A special lunchtime recital will be held at St Martin’s church in memory of the former director of music, Martin Ellis, who died in 2020, and of Michael Kent who also
died recently – he was for many years the treasurer of the William Cole Trust which
supports the young choristers at St Martin’s. The recital will be an extended one
and there will be refreshments afterwards in the Christian Centre.
Ashtead Choral Society is celebrating its 70th anniversary with a performance of
Mendelssohn’s great oratorio Elijah, which depicts events in the life of the Old Testament prophet through music of great dramatic power. The choir, together with
vocal soloists and the Kent Sinfonia, will be conducted by Andrew Storey.
The Jubilee string quartet make their third and final appearance in the series of
three quartet concerts presented by the Dorking Concertgoers. They will play an
early string quartet by the young Schubert, written to be played together with his
father and two brothers in their very musical family home. The concert opens with
Haydn’s final string quartet, written at the end of his life when he had the energy
to complete only two movements, and it closes with Schubert’s last quartet, a
powerful masterpiece despite the composer’s sadly weakened state of health.
The Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra, playing in Leatherhead, will open their programme with Beethoven’s overture to Fidelio, his one and only opera. This will be
followed by Brahms’ monumental first piano concerto with soloist Dominic Degavino and the concert will close with Schubert’s fourth symphony, known as the
‘Tragic’ – it was written when he was only nineteen yet is full of deep personal feeling.
There is also a ballet screening at the Dorking Halls of Romeo and Juliet on Feb 14th.
Ian Codd
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Societies & Charities
BUCKLAND & BETCHWORTH CHORAL SOCIETY
LIVE Rehearsals for the 2022 Leith Hill
Musical Festival have now started
We meet every Wednesday in the Betchworth Village Hall at 7.45pm
We have an exciting repertoire of music for the 2022 Festival including, Chilcott's
A Little Jazz Mass, Rutter's Feel The Spirit and a delightful choral selection from
Porgy and Bess by Gershwin. Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society is a very special body of people with one main thing in common, we love to sing together!
Singing is proven to be ‘good for you’, irrespective of age. No equipment or qualifications needed, just a love of using your vocal chords.
As well as our ever-popular Christmas concert, and our contribution to LHMF activities, we have also added Autumn and Summer concerts to the calendar of
events. We sing from September to the end of June and meet every Wednesday
at 7.45pm in Betchworth Village Hall. We also have various social events throughout the year and continued to run Quiz Nights, on Zoom, during lockdown.
We keep a close eye on current government guidance and adapt our rehearsal
space in keeping with advice so that everyone can feel comfortable. We also offer
the option to follow a live stream if you are unable to attend in person.
Come and try us out. Just bring along your voice and your interest in singing,
that’s all you need. And we promise, everyone is welcome - there are no auditions.
Contact our Membership Secretary Katie Bell: membership@bbcsinfo.org to
learn more about our choir, call our Chairman Julie Hardy on 01737 843327 or log
on to our website www.bbcsinfo.org .
Jean Cooke
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The Horticultural Society
Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland
The early signs of Spring start to appear in the
month of February. Snowdrops and crocus begin
to shoot up in the garden bringing a bit of colour.
The days are getting longer now but remember the
weather can still be mixed.
Feed the birds as their natural food chain is still in
short supply. Hang fat balls and keep feeders topped up. This will attract the
smaller birds, blue tits, robins, blackbirds and sparrows. Male blackbirds start to
establish their territories to attract a mate by fighting off any competition. You
may see male blackbirds, stalking each other and fighting for the attention of a
female.
As the days are getting longer, the birdsong increases and soon the birds will
begin to nest. This is a good time of the year to see the garden waking up from
winter.
Ideas for feeding the birds.
Sunflower and mixed seed are good for chaffinches, all types of tits, blackbirds
and sparrows. Bird tables often attract the larger birds and squirrels!! Place the
seed in a hanging container that is squirrel proof. Hanging fat balls will attract
robins, blue tits and other small birds. Robins especially, love mealy worms.
Be aware of salty foods, as they can dehydrate the birds. Chunks of bread can
choke small birds and cooked food attracts vermin.
Place the feeders high enough out of reach of predators (cats) or hide the feeder
in the thick cover of high bushes. The little birds can make a hasty retreat from
aerial predators then. The fat balls will disappear very quickly. B A bird table is
another good idea to observe the birdlife in the garden as it will attract different
types of birds, large and small.
To provide drinking water simply add a bird bath. The birds will also use it to
bathe, cleaning their feathers of any unwanted pests. This ‘wash and brush up’ is
quite a spectacle and often happens at dusk. Watching the antics of the birds is
not only interesting but also very rewarding. So, sit back and observe Mother
Nature work her magic.
Jane Siegal bghsociety@hotmail.com
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THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH
Invite you to their Lecture Series via Zoom
MONDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2022 at 2.30pm
TREASURES OF THE FAN MUSEUM’
BY JACOB MOSS
The Fan Museum occupies a pair of early Georgian
townhouses nestled in historic Greenwich. Jacob
Moss will tell us the story of how it came to fruition
which is interwoven with the fascinating biography of
its founder, whose personal collection forms the basis
of the Museum’s holdings.
Join us by zoom from your home on Monday, February 21st at 2.30 pm for this
stimulating, illustrated virtual lecture. It is free for members but do come as a
visitor for £5. Email Christine Smart: christine.smart77@gmail.com or ring 01737
841597
Carole Evans

Betchworth & Buckland Society
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in
Buckland and Betchworth

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION—ENTRIES BY 30 MAY 2022
We are pleased to announce that the digital photographic competition that we
ran last year is back. This time there are two categories: Adults and Children
under 14 years of age.
We have launched a competition with our Members to record the local area
through the seasons in digital photographs. Given the inclusive aims of our
Society for Betchworth and Buckland, the competition is open to all residents of
the two villages.
The photographs should be village oriented and on the theme "New
Beginnings". We're looking for images that are attractive and interesting,
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capturing what you think is special about the villages coming into Spring. It can
be any subject - buildings, landscape, people, some aspect of nature, indoors or
outdoors: whatever attracts your eye. We are leaving the subject matter open to
your imaginations, but photos must have been taken within the two
parishes. You can use any sort of camera but the result must be digital.
Please include a brief statement about why you chose the subject.
Entries must be submitted no later than 30 May, 2022.
Please be aware that we want to display your photographs on the BBS website
and you will have to agree to this to enter. The prize will announced on the
website shortly- and the top 6 photos in each category will be displayed on the
website.
Photos should be sent to: Betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
Claire Daniell

SINGING FOR FUN
Yes, we agreed to sing again on Monday 17th January.
Could not wait any longer. There should be a special song
to celebrate the start of a New Year. Maybe you know of
one. For now we will start where we left off before Christmas and look at Abba, Carpenters and Simon and Garfunkel words and music.
All the above artists have been in the limelight for six decades now. Still being
heard. As a matter of interest: Did you know that the Swedish group's name is
an acronym of the first letters of their first names arranged as a palindrome? Agnetha, Björn, Benny and Anni-Frid. They have been going since the
early 1970's.

The Carpenters just used their surname, being brother and sister. Simon and
Garfunkel had a breakup in 1970. Simon was feeling betrayed because Garfunkel, as their song writer made a record without him. They still managed to
share the stage in 2010. Come and join us. We meet on the first and third Monday of the month in Buckland's Reading Room, Old Road, RH3 7EG. We sing
from 10am - noon and have a social cuppa in the interval.
Meike Laurenson: mlaurenson@talk.talk.net
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
Crossword (p.22) Solution
ACROSS: 1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain. 8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength. 13, Beg. 16,
Salvation Army. 17, ARC. 19, Every day. 24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 26, Sneeze. 27,
Bronze.
DOWN: 1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken. 4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave. 10, Erase. 11,
Guide. 12, Honey. 13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia. 18, Rod in. 20, Voice. 21, Rahab.
22, Hope. 23, Mene.

Sudoku (p.21)

Wordsearch (p.21) Solution

Not by might or by power,
But by my Spirit
Zechariah 4:6
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BUCKLAND PROPERTY DETAILS (see p. 20)
This property is really does avoid commuting, to anywhere. It is for sale for
US $130,000 or £99,900 in January 2022. The address is 11 Mountain View Street,
Buckland 99727 , Northwest Arctic Borough (NAB), Alaska. Contact: Keller Williams Realty Alaska Group, (512) 327-3070 . Don’t be put off by the steps to reach
the property. Whilst the door is 4 ft above the ground, for 9 months of the year
the steps are not required: you simply step out of the door on a level with the
compacted snow.
For anyone not familiar with this
Buckland and the Northwest Arctic
Borough (NAB) where it sits, here
are a few details, with an aerial illustration. You can see the airstrip (top
-right), which is handy, as there are
practically no roads.

The NAB area comprises 36,000 square miles of land and 4,800 square miles of
water. By comparison, the whole of England is only slightly larger at 50,000
square miles. Temperatures range from Minus 48 degrees C to plus 30 degrees C;
rainfall is just 9” per year. But the snowfall averages 47” per year. This is why
the house is on stilts, four-feet above the ground! The area has been occupied
mainly by the Inupiat Eskimo people for around 10,000 years. Food is locally
sustainable: caribou, reindeer, beluga whale, birds, seals, berries, greens and fish.
The NAB area has (and this is how they describe it…) ‘10 second-class cities’, one
of which is Buckland. To clarify, Buckland has a population of 511 (in 2008), there
are just 10 settlements and they are all ‘second class cities’. The city of
Kotzebue is the ‘hub’ of the Borough and the transfer point between ocean and
inland shipping; there is no natural harbour and it is ice-free for only 3 months of
the year. Even in these 3 months, deep draft vessels must anchor 15 miles offshore. The Borough is home to the worlds largest zinc & lead mine, The Red Dog
Mine, employing 370 people—about quarter of the value of the payroll of workers for the whole of NAB. And as this is 350Km distant from Buckland, and there
are no roads, you would not be commuting there.
Cheaper out there, aint it! - as we say every month. It sounds wonderful, but let’s
face facts, no-one from Buckland Surrey would survive.
DF
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COPY DATE: 14 Feb 2022
Articles Please submit articles for next months edition by the above date, via
email to fernsdc@gmail.com. If possible please submit WORD format for text
files, JPG for images and PDF for posters. New articles and contributors are
welcomed. If in any doubt about whether an article could be published, please
contact the Editor.
Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and are
not necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church. Contact names,
phone numbers and emails are provided as a service to readers, and these appear
in the printed and web versions of the magazine with the permission of the
individuals. Please advise the editor of any updates or corrections to the contact
details.

AVAILABLE FROM: 25 Feb 2022
Distributors can collect on the above date. Household delivery will be up to a few days later.

HISTORICAL NOTES
A book on the History of Buckland is available: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision by
Duncan C Ferns. 300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index. Purchase from
Squires Nursery Buckland, The Reverie Park Lake, local Waterstones, Amazon online or
request to fernsdc@gmail.com.
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering 1362
acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. Buckland is in the Diocese
of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area
Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
Regular activities in the Reading Room:
•
Monday am
Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd Mondays)
•
Monday pm
Art group
•
Monday 4.30pm
Brownies & Rainbows
•
Tuesday am
Toddlers
•
Thursday pm
Bridge Club
•
Thursday evening Yoga
•
Saturday pm
Sugarcraft Guild (2nd Saturday)
For booking enquiries please contact Stella Cantor, preferably by email:
Bookings4bucklandreadinroom.com or 01737.843335
Arts Society, Betchworth
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Toddler Group
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (sec.)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Women’s Institute

Carole Evans
David Sayce
Laura Snelling
Debbie Jones
Tamlynne Chapman
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Ruth & Paul Johnson
n/a
Jean Cooke
Debbie Jones
Sheena Boyce
Amy Snaith
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Jane Douglass
Meike Laurenson
Tim Howe
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
Margaret Miller

01372 452563
242776
843610
07701 347351
07734 202427
844138
842654
842691
843259/842175
245161
07701 347351
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
843211
248909
844595
843530
221444
842220
842046
842098

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net;
Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
Printed by Barkers Print Ltd. 01306 888858 rob@barkersprint.co.uk
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