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Dear Friends
As I write this letter you have probably heard that I am soon to leave the United
Benefice of St Michael and St Mary. As I think back to the time I joined the United
Benefice in March 2019 on Palm Sunday I remember how nervous I was being your
new Rector. In the blink of an eye over three years have passed by and what an
amazing experience it has been. From the social events like tennis tournaments,
murder mystery evening, The Harvest lunch/supper, May Fayre and the amazing
warm welcome I received, I began to find my feet and my place in Buckland and
Betchworth. When the pandemic hit and a whole new world opened up, just as
we were making headway we hit an iceberg! But through the teamwork and support of the amazing church wardens and volunteers we managed to navigate our
way through unchartered waters. Albeit a bit shipwrecked we have emerged and
are striving to build the church community once again.
During my time in the two villages I have formed wonderful friendships on dog
walks and chats around the village, and so it is with both excitement and sadness
that I am soon to leave this wonderful community to take on a new challenge as
Vicar of St Matthews Church Redhill. What I have learnt from life is to make the
most of everyday, don’t get too comfortable and be open to the opportunities
that are presented to us. Many of you will be aware of my ongoing struggle to run
2 churches on a part time basis which has meant that I am not able to be fully present in the villages I serve, and being a pastoral priest who enjoys connecting with
people, I have had to dig deep and look at what needed to change for my ministry, my health and my family. The opportunity to lead St Matthew’s presented
itself earlier than expected. I was torn whether to apply and through prayer I left
it in God’s hands to determine if this was the right move. This is where I have felt
closest to God as I let go of where I was comfortable and trusted ‘thy will be
done’.
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God has revealed a path for me which although is daunting is rooted in God
through prayer and discernment. I am very privileged to have led the United Benefice for the past 3 years and approach this new chapter in life with a sense of
nervousness but also excitement as I am confident God has this and is walking
with me and my family as we move later this year.
Life is about the journey we take with God and with each other, taking the good
times and the bad and learning from those experiences. By taking those moments from our uphill battles and recognising God’s presence within them …
It has been an honour and a privilege to serve you all at St Mary’s and St
Michael’s, but this is not “Goodbye” its “See you soon!”
Love and God Bless
Anna

SEPTEMBER EVENTS
2 Sept 12 noon. Winter Lunch (p.5)
15 Sept, 7pm. Talk on the History of the Manor of Dorking. Dorking Museum (p.30)
18 Sept 10am. Volunteer Pond Clearance (p.8)
17 Sept 2.3opm-4pm. Autumn Show , Brockham. The Horticultural Society (p.28)
19 Sept 2.30pm. Talk on Charles Darwin’s Voyage. The Arts Society Betchworth (p.25)
28 Sept 2pm-4pm. Afternoon teas. Open to all, Hamilton Room, Betchworth
30 Sept 7 pm. Talk on Clematis plants by Everett Leeds for One World Group (p.26-27)

OCTOBER EVENTS
6/7 Oct (TBC) 10 am. Guided Walk, Betchworth & Buckland Society (p.31)
7 Oct, 7.30 pm. Wine Tasting, Buckland Reading Room. Betchworth & Buckland
Society (p.31)
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Church Matters
CHURCH SERVICES—SEPTEMBER
Date

St Michael’s
Betchworth

St Mary’s
Buckland

10am Parish Communion

4 September
Trinity 12

11 September
Trinity 13

10 am IONA Communion

5 pm Choral Evensong
10 am Parish Communion

18 September
Trinity 14
25 September
Trinity 15

10 am Parish Communion
10 am Family Pet Service &
Harvest

2 October
Harvest

WINTER LUNCHES 2022
It has been decided that we will start Winter Lunches again in September. They
will be once a month on the first Friday at 12 noon, in the Buckland Reading Room
with lunch being served at about 12.15-ish! As there will be no Bridge Club meeting we will not have to rush quite so much to leave the hall at 2pm.
We look forward to seeing friends who used to come to the lunches before the
Covid outbreaks and others from the villages who would like to meet up with
friends for a meal and a chat. The cost of lunch will be £4.00 this includes a main
course and a dessert with tea and coffee . If you would like to know more or just
to say that you will be coming please phone Carol Leeds on 01737 247399. Liz,
Margaret & John and Carol & Everett look forward to meeting all our friends
again for lunch and a chat.
Carol Leeds

5

September 2022

PREPARING FOR A NEW VICAR
From the Churchwardens
As you may have read in Anna's letter (p.3-4), she is moving in the autumn to St
Matthews Church Redhill to a full-time incumbency, and thus will be vacating her
rector's role with our United Benefice of Buckland & Betchworth. When the four
wardens were told by her of this impending move, we were naturally
disappointed, but fully understood her reasons and her calling to go. She has
been with us only a relatively short time as a part-time Rector and has had to deal
with the immense problems created by the covid pandemic. In our view she has
worked tirelessly for the Parishes, but it has meant that she has not had a clear
run at engaging with our community, as she and we would have wished.
So, to her replacement. We have a meeting with the Archdeacon in early
September to initiate the selection process, which many will remember from
Anna’s appointment, will take time. At that meeting we will be pressing the point
that we consider a half time appointment to cover both parishes is insufficient to
cover the essentials of the role and the necessary pastoral duties upon which we
placed emphasis last time.
We would value people's views on this, and while not undertaking such a formal
consultation as we did before, we would all like to receive your views and
opinions. Please contact any of the four wardens by whatever means you wish,
by emails, letters, telephone calls or other ways. Your views will also help us to
update the Parish Profile, a sort of job description, which will provide a picture of
both our parishes for all prospective applicants to read.
Linda, Bernard, David, and Liz

… AND A NEW ORGANIST
Melvyn Hughes, our Organist & Choirmaster of the
past 26 years will also be moving to St Matthews
Redhill, subject to completion of the necessary
procedures. He will continue with us until October/
November, and like Rev. Anna, he be greatly missed.
Melvyn’s legacy is not only as an excellent organist
and choirmaster, but also his leading role on the
completion of the Tickell organ at St Michael’s
Betchworth and the forthcoming restoration of the
Buckland organ; these will outlast us all.
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OUR BURNING WORLD
Our burning world is turning in despair
I hear her seething, sighing through the air:
“Oh rouse yourself , this is your wake-up call
For your pollution from my funeral pall.
My last ice lapses, slips into the sea,
will you unfreeze your tears and weep with me?
Or are you sleeping still, taking your rest?
The hour has come that puts you to the test,
Wake-up to change at last, and change for good.
Repent, return, replant the sacred wood.
You are my children, I too am God’s child,
And we have both together been defiled.
But God hangs with us, on the hallowed tree,
That we might both be rescued, both be free”.
Poem by Malcolm Guite. Submitted by Richard Wheen

Act of commitment
We think of all who dwell in the rainforests of our earth. We think of the infinite
varieties of birds who sing in the trees, and the fish who swim through the waters. By opening our hearts to God’s grace, we are able to cherish the goodness
which surrounds us.
Now, as a sign of commitment, take some time to contemplate the beauty of
creation. If you can find a seed, a flower, or a leaf, then please take hold of it
now. If not, please look at an image of nature that is near to you. Contemplate
the wonder of what God has made and consider what you could commit to in
order to care for creation over the next 12 months. For example, walking as often
as possible instead of using the car, planting a tree, picking up litter when you go
out for a walk, donating or campaigning for environmental causes.
In this way we may take a step towards our vision of creating a heavenly place to
call home.
cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-resources
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Buckland Matters
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
Village Pond
The first pond clearance, held on Wednesday 10th August, was attended by 10
volunteers who took full advantage of the very dry conditions in the pond to
clear vegetation growing amongst the waterlilies and to remove invasive vegetation from the pond perimeter. A big thank you to each of the volunteers, who
between them managed to fill the trailer and to Buckland Estate for making the
trailer available. The last of this year’s pond clearances is scheduled for Sunday
18th September so make a date to join in.

Help to keep our rights of way clear of obstructions
Do you have hedges or trees growing on your property adjacent to Buckland’s
highways, hard surfaced footpaths, public footpaths, or public bridleways? If so,
please cut back your plants, shrubs, and trees to make sure Buckland’s rights of
way remain free of obstruction and easy for everyone to use whether drivers,
riders or pedestrians, including anyone with a pushchair or wheelchair and anyone unlucky enough to be visually impaired. The County Council arboriculture
team advises private landowners: “Check where your boundary is and prune
branches that overhang the highways back to that point; sufficient to maintain a
minimum headroom of 5.7 metres over most carriageways in Buckland (7 metres
for the A25) and 2.3 metres for pedestrian routes”.
Village Website
The parish news section of the village website is regularly updated and includes
information highlighted by Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) and Surrey County Council (SCC). In addition, both MVDC and SCC have their own dedicated
“news websites” which can be found at https://news.molevalley.gov.uk/ and
https://news.surreycc.gov.uk/.
You are encouraged to download a copy of the draft minutes from the parish
council meetings page of the village website (www.bucklandsurrey.net) to keep
up to date with items that are being discussed by your Parish Council.
Roadworks in my area - If you would like advance warning of roadworks and diversions that could impact our local roads a link to the “roadworks in my area”
section of the SCC website is provided on the parish news page of the village
website. It is possible to customise the roadworks mapping to reflect the roads
you use and to set up email alerts for routes relevant to you.
Sheena Boyce, Clerk

parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net
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BUCKLAND COMMUNITY ART PROJECT
Celebrates the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Year, 2022
A few weeks prior to the Jubilee Party on the village Green on 5 June 2022, Carol
Graham, a resident of Buckland Court Gardens, Dungates Lane, Buckland—had
the vison to create a community art-work that would celebrate Buckland’s
remembrance of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee year. Carol’s idea was first to
involve children—and adults—who attended the Jubilee Party, to paint-bynumbers on small ‘canvas tiles’, that were pre-drawn to make a mosaic of the
Queen’s portrait. Then, she gathered ideas of how to represent Buckland in
2022, and requested local artists to paint specific scenes of Buckland on more
canvas tiles. These depictions of Buckland would provide the frame for the
Queen’s portrait.
The whole work comprises 35 canvas tiles that were carefully assembled
together and framed. The final result was unveiled to those who had
contributed to the border pictures at a reception on 13 August 2022—again
organised by Carol. The front cover picture shows the final result, and the
pictures opposite show Carol and others at the event; and the names of the
contributing artists and their works. One of the pictures is a reproduction of a
work by Barbara Westwell, an excellent local artist who sadly died two years ago.
Her husband Tim kindly agreed that we could reproduce one of her paintings in
her memory so that her contribution to Buckland art would be remembered.
What you will note from the pictures opposite, is that Carol is in a wheelchair and
her long-term illness and wheelchair-bound life put major constraints on her
energy and dexterity, and with this in mind, it is a fantastic achievement. I would
like to give a big thank you on behalf of the village to Carol for her efforts in
bringing this to completion—supported by her helpful, loving husband Steve
Graham.

The Community picture will be hung in Buckland Reading Room as a gift from the
Community in remembrance of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee . We will put a note
in this Magazine notifying when it is hung in the Reading Room for all users of the
room to appreciate.
DF
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ROBERT MILBURN

LIS SEYMOUR

STEVEN GRAHAM

ALEXIA BEALE

JESSICA O’GORMAN

Top left: Carol Graham admiring the finished work
Top right: Some of the artists at the reception
Bottom: The subjects and the artists of each canvas tile
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Puzzle Pages
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
Solution p.34

ACROSS
1. Sacred hymn
6. Tidy
10. Chick's sound
14. Sound
15. Flatfoot's lack
16. Sexual assault
17. Belief system
18. Anagram of
"Tine"
19. Ear-related
20. Affection
22. Ship's floor

23. Tofu base
24. Aches
26. Property
30. Growing old
32. Oozing
33. Religious
offerings
37. Exchange
38. Not rural
39. Double-reed
woodwind
40. Spellbound
42. False front

43. School
assignment
44. Encourage
45. Stash
47. Muck
48. Directional
antenna
49. Spendable
56. Murres
57. "Darn!"
58. Enlist
59. Farm newborn
60. Roof overhang
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61. Barren
62. Away from the
wind
63. Not the original
color
64. Dispatches

September 2022

DOWN
1. Agreement
2. Certain
3. Gulf port
4. Told an untruth
5. Humbleness
6. Tot watcher
7. A Great Lake
8. Play parts
9. Actor
10. Stupendous
11. Consumed

12. Long stories
13. An American dry
measure
21.
Fish eggs
25. Picnic insect
26. Being
27. Stitched
28. Suckling spot
29. Value
30. Convent
31. Happy
33. Whale

34. Death notice
35. Beak
36. Fortune teller
38. Not rated 41.
Fire residue
42. Female deity
44. Amusement
45. Christmas song
46. Nimble
47. Doled
48. Cassava
50. Roentgen ray

51. Asphalt
52. Initial wager
53. Fiber source
54. God
55. Large northern
deer

MUSIC IN DORKING - THE SEASON AHEAD
15th at 7.00, Vaughan Williams
film at Dorking Halls, free,
01306 881717
Ralph Vaughan Williams, one
of this country’s greatest
composers, was born 150
years ago in October 1872. He
is closely connected with Dorking - he spent his childhood at Leith Hill Place, a large house on the slopes of
Leith Hill, he later came to live in Dorking, and he conducted the Leith Hill Music
Festival (based in Dorking) for nearly fifty years. To mark the occasion, the Dorking Halls is showing Tony Palmer’s classic film about the composer, with Tony
Palmer himself giving a personal introduction.
The Vaughan Williams anniversary will also be celebrated in October and November with a concert by the English Arts Chorale featuring his Sea symphony and
London symphony, a Come-and-Sing day with the Leith Hill Music Festival, and
Dorking Choral Society’s concert including one of his best-loved works, The Lark
Ascending.
There are screenings at the Dorking Halls this month of Puccini’s La bohème from
Glyndebourne (13th) and also his Madam Butterfly from the Royal Opera House
(27th).
Ian Codd
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SUDOKU
Grade: Medium.
Solution on p.34

WORDSEARCH – The Parable of the Weeds (Matthew 13.24-30)
Kingdom
Heaven
Good
Seed
Field
Sleeping
Grain
Weeds
Enemy
Servants

Reap
Root
Let
Grow
Together
Harvest
Bundles
Barn
Burned

Master
Sow
Gather
Solution on p.34
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Features
GARDENING NOTES—SEPTEMBER

Late summer colour and planting for autumn
Following such a stressful time for plants in our dry gardens this summer, it’s
useful to remember that autumn is nature’s time for (re)planting. Wait until the
rains have moistened and loosened the soil again, but by mid September it is
likely that conditions will be just right for replacing failing plants.

But will they recover anyway? If branches of shrubs are totally brown when cut
back hard, it is likely they have died. Look carefully for the more promising signs
of green stems and the beginnings of new shoots. For example, many acers have
not appreciated the strong sunshine, especially those in pots of patios where the
heat from the sun is usually more ferocious than around grass or in a border.
However, in my experience the parched leaves, when removed, will often hide a
healthy stem underneath. Cut back any brown stems to green wood, keep the
soil moist and they are likely to rejuvenate.
Ornamental grasses should have fared well in these conditions –excellent for late
summer colour and many with whispering movement from their lofty plumes.
They are perfect drought-resistant plants once established. There are so many to
choose from – black to red to golden to green and even blue stems, ranging in
height from 30cm up to 1.8m or more. Check out Stipa Tenuissima (feather
grass), Ophiopogon (short and black) and, for larger imposing plants Stipa
Gigantea (the name says it all).
Crocosmia are also thriving this year. Again a good plant for dry and hot
summers, they are remarkably resilient plants. Once established they will need
little care but will give you fiery colours on robust stems from mid-summer until
early autumn. The foliage dies back in the winter but the corms should spread
and the green shoots in spring could ultimately, over a few years, give a carpet of
colour.
David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries
The optimist sees the rose and not its thorns;
the pessimist stares at the thorns, oblivious to the rose
Kahlil Gibran
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Interpreting the Beatitudes- Part Two
“Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted”
Matthew 5: 4
“The "mourning" in the Third Beatitude is in Luke (6:25) opposed to laughter and
similar frivolous worldly joy. Motives of mourning are not to be drawn from the
miseries of a life of poverty, abjection, and subjection, which are the very
blessings of verse 3, but rather from those miseries from which the pious man is
suffering in himself and in others, and most of all the tremendous might of evil
throughout the world. To such mourners the Lord Jesus carries the comfort of
the heavenly kingdom, "the consolation of Israel" (Luke 2:25) foretold by the
prophets, and especially by the Book of Consolation of Isaias (11-16). Even the
later Jews knew the Messiah by the name of Menahhem, Consoler. These three
blessings, poverty, abjection, and subjection are a commendation of what
nowadays are called the passive virtues: abstinence and endurace, and the
Eighth Beatitude (verse 10) leads us back again to the teaching”.
Newadvent.org
“Jesus isn’t talking about mourning over the loss of a loved one. Here Jesus is
speaking of the mourning of repentance. Jesus is saying that blessed are those
who recognize their sinfulness and need of a savior. Now He adds blessed are
those who mourn for their sin, for they will be comforted. Jesus is saying that
in the brokenness of your sin God is with you. It is in that brokenness that you
will find hope, healing, and experience the good life, life to the fullest.”
Jeffery Curtis Poor
“The spiritual , emotional or financial loss resulting from sin should lead to
mourning and a longing for God’s forgiveness and healing.”
ESV Study Bible
“Are we aware of our own inner corruptions?”

Collins Bible Companion

“Blessed are they who mourn the seeming absence of God: Them will He comfort
with His love”.
Swami Kriyananda
“The second beatitude builds on our mental recognition of our poverty of spirit
by adding an emotional response of sorrow. When we face the evil in our own
lives, it saddens us; when we face the evil in the world—which includes possible
evil in our workplace—that, too, touches our emotions with grief. The evil may
come from ourselves, from others, or from sources unknown. In any case, when
16
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we honestly mourn evil words, evil deeds, evil policies on the job, God sees our
sorrow and comforts us with the knowledge that it will not always be this way.
Those blessed with mourning about their own failings can receive comfort by
admitting their errors. If we make a mistake with a colleague, student, customer,
employee, or other person, we admit it and ask their pardon. This takes courage!
Without the emotional blessing of sadness over our actions, we would probably
never muster the guts to admit our mistakes. But if we do, we may be surprised
how often people are ready to forgive us. And if, on occasion, others take
advantage of our admission of fault, we can fall back on the blessing of nonarrogance that flows from the first beatitudes.”
Theology of Work project

Summary
In our modern world, ‘mourning’ is almost always used to explain the process
and feelings following a death or other loss of a person near to you. This
beatitude is therefore often interpreted literally to mean that “you will always
receive comfort from God, when you are in the process of mourning following
the death of a loved one.’ And whilst this is probably true for almost everyone,
NONE of the ‘knowledgeable’ scholars say that is a correct interpretation! It does
not mean that here, so it always needs to be explained!
In this Beatitude mourning means being conscious of your sorrow for:
1)
the ‘evil’ of the world (e.g. crime, cruelty, famine, big business creating
pollution, global warming, financial inequalities, etc)
2)
your personal part as a sinner—assuming that you recognize the
traditional Christian belief that you are a sinner.
Increasingly, point (2) above is not emphasised from the pulpit. Not everyone
likes to be told they are a sinner and to be told that hence they need forgiveness
and healing. Modern standards do not consistently consider being rude,
drinking beer or eating chocolate to be a sin, even though most would agree
that a legal crime is a sin. In contrast, the old Christian interpretation would say
‘all sins are equal’, and hence no-one amongst us can say we are exempt from sin.

Evil and Sin are always present, in us and in the world. We are asked here to
recognise that God is everywhere , and within us, and we should be comforted by
this thought and praying and taking action. The eastern interpretation by
Kriyananda omits the negative words evil and sin, and uses a phrase where there
is a ‘seeming absence of God’ . If we pray for, and act to achieve God’s presence
in our lives, we will be comforted.
(Source references are the same each month, see August 2022 )
17
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
On how to save electricity in church
The Rectory, St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
Your church certainly seems to have taken to the
idea of green electricity with a vengeance. To have
covered the whole of your roof with solar panels
was a brave move, and it makes quite a sight –
especially when the sun catches them, dazzling
motorists on the by-pass and causing multiple pileups. I pity the local pigeons, who try to land on it and then do a gentle glissade
into the gutters. I know there have been objections to your proposal to erect a
wind turbine in your car park – although no one could claim that it spoils the
aesthetic appearance of your church. Nothing, my dear Darren, could do that.
May I humbly offer you some further suggestions for reducing your electricity
consumption. If you cut your sermons by half, then everyone could go home 20
minutes earlier. Similarly, if you only sang each chorus once instead of your
customary 17 times, that should cut your service times in half. And why have
lighting so good that everyone can see everyone else? That is the last thing our
own congregation ever want to do. I raised the issue at our last church council
meeting, but having only recently gone on to electricity, there seemed little
enthusiasm for yet more change. Major Hastings still fondly remembers our old
acetylene plant in the churchyard, destroyed during one Mattins when the verger
was unaware of the gas leak and lit up a cigarette. We still occasionally find
pieces of his cassock when mowing the grass.
Mr Prentice, with a slightly malicious gleam, suggested building a treadmill, to be
worked by the Young Farmers – which would also keep them out of the pub
while Evensong was taking place. I couldn’t help feeling that our Ladies Group
would have far more determination to keep the thing rotating – probably
providing enough energy to light the entire County. I was tempted to suggest we
invite the vicar from our adjoining parish, St Agatha’s, to preach every Sunday, as
that would fill our church with more than enough hot air.
I finally stopped all further discussion on the subject when a solar panel
consultant arrived at the Rectory and began his sales pitch with the phrase: “I’ve
come to convert you”.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
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Local Services
SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists

35 years experience, Fully Insured
Free Estimates
Domestic, commercial and listed
buildings, new builds
Lime Mortar, Stonework,
Crack Stitching

MOT Testing
Station

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork
pointing undertaken by traditional
brickwork pointers

Repairs & Servicing
to all makes
Reigat e Ro ad
Buckland,
Near R eigat e

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,
Church Street, Betchworth
01737 844364 or 07821 614909
Email: markgilbert@live.com;
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk

Buckland

01737
242766
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Would You Like to
ADVERTISE HERE?
Then please contact
The Advertising Team
Email: bandbmagads@gmail.com
These advertisements appear each month in 850
copies of the Buckland and Betchworth Parish
Magazines which are distributed to every home
in both parishes.
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S u pe r b pr o fe s s i o n a l c l e a n i n g o f
C a r p e ts , U p h o l s te r y , C u r t a i n s a n d
L e a th e r . A l s o O r i e n t a l R u g s a n d
G u a r ds m a n A n ti -S t a i n P r o te c ti o n

•
•
•
•
•

S p o t s t a in a n d O d o u r r e m o v a l
L e a t h e r c l e a n in g s p e c ia lis t s
F la m e r e t a r d in g
D u s t m it e r e d u c t io n s e r v ic e
A ll w o r k f u lly in s u r e d a n d g u a r a n t e e d

F o r a f r e e , n o o b l i g a t i o n q u o t a ti o n
c a ll tod a y

FREEPHO NE
0 808 1 44 90 71

Buckland
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Local Services

Headhigh
On Brockham Green

NOW OPEN

Hair Salon
For all adults and children
Appointments: 01737 843533

Josh Flynn
Gardening Maintenance
Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control
Tel: 01737 202179
Mob: 07920 715779

J CHITTY & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890
* Local free range meat and poultry *
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies *
* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM
TEL: 01737 843361
Open Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 7am - 5pm
Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm

ZOE UNDERWOOD

Myra V. Baston
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR
Zoe

Chartered Physiotherapist
Craniosacral Therapist

Interior & Exterior works welcome
Fully Insured
A clean, efficient & reliable service

15a Dene Street, Dorking RH4 2DB
Tel: 01306 889680

Please call 07876 572624
Buckland
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Local Services

Payroll—VAT—Tax Returns
Local to Betchworth
Call Esther: 01737 652852
Email: info@a4cgroup.co.uk
Surrey Mole & Wasp
Control
Professional Pest control
Service
Fully Qualified, Fully Insured
Tel: 01737 844 364
Mob: 07821 614909

Buckland
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Local Services
Private Carer

Richard Mason, NCH Arb

Do you or someone you know need help?

Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon
and Arboriculturist
Logs and Woodmulch

If so, I cover all aspects of care, including
personal, domestic, shopping, appointments,
companionship.

20, The Borough, Brockham,
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3 7NB

I have 20 years of experience.

Tel: 01737 8 44916

Call Jane on
Home: 01306 712011
Mobile: 07713 641660

Mobile: 0797 6 751 277

www.viviencresswell.co.uk

Bespoke property renovation

Kitchen design supply and fitting service
Adapted level access showers, wet
rooms, and bathrooms
38 years’ experience
Complete house renovation
Bespoke timber garden offices and car ports

Buckland
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Proprietor - Jonathan Rose
Mobile – 07775760688
Email – roserefurb@gmail.com
Website –
www.roserefurbishments.com
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Local Services

Proprietor - Jonathan Rose
Mobile – 07775760688
Email – roserefurb@gmail.com
Website – www.roserefurbishments.com

Buckland

xi

Parish Magazine

Local Services

New bathroom installation specialist,
plumbing/heating,
electrics, plastering & tiling,
decorating, Karadean flooring,
all building works and property maintenance
undertaken.
All works guraranteed
35 years’ experience

Fishers Foods
LOCAL MOBILE FISH & CHIPS EVENT SPECIALIST
Traditional Fish and Chips PLUS alternatives cooked on site or delivered
Top quality fish from sustainable sources, freshly prepared daily
Mobile catering units available for event hire - parties, weddings, functions.
Hassle free catering so you can relax.

Frying in Brockham on Thursdays 16:30 - 19:30
at The Shop At Strood Green
www.fishersuk.com
tel: 07763 384890
email: enquiries@fishersuk.com

Buckland
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SMILE PLEASE...

My father always used to say:
“ When one door closes,
another door opens”.
He never could sell his
Vauxhall Astra.
Milton Jones
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26
Lt. Colonel
Richard Edleston

THE INSCRIPTIONS
Lieutenant Colonel RS Edelston A.M.I.
Mech Eng, REME
15 February 1947, age 36
Plot 313
(Buckland MI Report)

Richard Edleston was born on 2 June
1910 in Baslow, Derbyshire, the son of
Dr Richard Shafto Chambers Edleston,
a Medical Practitioner, and Annie Edwina Mervyn (nee Wrench)1. Richard
had a brother Robert and two sisters,
Marjorie and Bridget. Richard was
sent as a boarder to Prep School,
Aymestrey Court School, Worcester,
and Upper School, Felstead in Essex.
In the 1911 census his home is with his
parents in Baslow, Derbyshire2.
After his school life, he attended at the
Royal Military College of Science at
Hilsea, Portsmouth and was posted to
Tidworth in May 1936, as acting Officer
in Charge of the vehicle repair shop

there. He then went on as an Ordnance
Mechanical Engineer to the Royal Artillery at Shoeburyness. In December
1936, he was posted to the Ordnance
Depot in Hong Kong for three years.
In September 1940 he was made a Captain and in 1941 a Temporary Lieutenant
Colonel. So throughout his life, he
must have been very self-sufficient,
20
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living in many places without a base to
call home. In WW2 he was posted to
Assam in Northern India, then to Ceylon, where he was appointed the Commanding Officer of the Base workshop,
and finally to Burma.

1945. There were 22,000 military
deaths, and 250,000 civilian deaths in
Burma in WW2.

Despite this ‘win’ for the British Empire,
Burmese politicians had promised their
people ‘Independence’ after the war.
It was in March 1945 he was moved to
Resistance to British rule had grown
Chittagong, near the front line in Burenormously, and Prime Minister Clement
ma, with the ‘South-East Asia ComAtlee reluctantly agreed to grant Burma
mand’ (SEAC). Under Lord Montgom- independence in 1948. Burma was reery’s leadership, he was Acting Colonel. named Myanmar 1989. Long running
civil war continues in Myanmar to this
Given recent anti-war and anti-colonial
day, too complex to explain here3.
sentiments, it is uncomfortable to recall
the history of Burma. Burma was on the Richard was awarded the 1939-45 Star
trade routes form China and India. It was for disability due to War Service, the
a ‘strategic conquest’ of the British em- 1939-45 War medal and the Burma Star
pire in 1824-26. Over 15,000 people were medal.
killed in these wars. Further fighting
defended the territory in the 1850s and
Unfortunately Richard contracted tu1880’s. The British then occupied all the berculosis whilst serving in Burma,
area of Burma, the present-day Myanwhich necessitated his repatriation to
mar. British rule in Burma lasted from
England in June 1945. He was returned
1824-1948. In WW2, the Japanese had
to Mundesley Sanitorium, in Gimoccupied Burma in 1942. and claimed it as ingham, near North Walsham in Northeir territory. The Burma campaign
folk. He failed to make a full recovery
was fought between the British Comand survived 20 months until February
monwealth, US and Chinese forces on
1947.
the one side, and the Japanese on the
other side. Both sides suffered heavy
Richard did not marry, and due to his
losses. The tropical monsoon climate
itinerant Army career, he did not have a
and mountainous ‘jungle’ forest landUK address other than his parents. His
scape with massive rivers was an uncom- father was still alive at the time of Richfortable place for Western troops.
ards death, though he did die 13
months later in May 1948, in Baslow
The 1944-45 Campaign in which Richard
Derbyshire, aged 774.
Edlestone was involved was let by Admiral Louis Mountbatten, with strong sup- In his probate, Richard’s home address
port of the Indian Army and African sol- is given as the home of his parents Richdiers; leading to the defeat of Japan in
ard and Annie. He left his effects of
21
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over £6000 to his brother Robert
Mervyn Harcourt Edleston, an oil company manager.

The CWGC does give a lasting online
legacy: the certificate opposite can be
printed out from the online record.

All of which might leave you wondering
• why is he buried here in Buckland?
• why is he not named on the War
Memorial?
• why is his Gravestone the only one
in Buckland in they style of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
(CWGC)?

References
1
Ancestry, Birth of RSM Edleston
2
1911 Census, Baslow
3
Burma Campaign & Burma Independence, Wiki pages
4
Ancestry, Death of father, 18 May
1948, Baslow Derbyshire
5
Day, James, 2018. A Buckland Memorial, Chapter 26, p 573-5

His only link with Buckland was that his
brother Robert Edleston lived at The
Orchard, Slough Lane, Buckland, at the
time of Richard’s death, and it was Robert who chose to bury his brother
here. He is not named on the War
memorial, because the government
guidance was that a person had to live
in a place for at least 12 months in order
to be remembered on a town or village
memorial. Relatives could apply to
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) to have a CWGC-style
grave, consecrated in an existing
churchyard, and this happened to be
the only such application for St Mary’s
Buckland.
In James Day’s excellent book5 on the
lives of those remembered Buckland
War Memorial, the story of Richard
Edleston is the only other personal profile that is not on the War Memorial. It
is thanks to James that much of this
story is told.

The only Commonweath War Grave in
St Mary’s Buckland graveyard
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Online Certificate summarising details from Commonwealth War Graves Commission

How to get to heaven
“If sold my house and my car, had a big car boot sale and gave all my money to
the church, would I get into Heaven?” the teacher asked her class. “No!” the
children all answered.
“If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the grass, and kept everything neat
and tidy, would I get into Heaven?” Again, the answer was “No!”
“Well”, she continued, “then how can I get into Heaven?” A five-year-old boy
shouted out, “You gotta be dead first!”
23
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Societies & Charities
REIGATE PILGRIMS CRICKET CLUB
WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
To play at our very own Buckland pitch by The Red Lion
With “The Hundred” and international
cricket on television throughout
August, spare a thought for grass
roots matches on village grounds each
weekend. These are more relaxed,
with friends enjoying the comradery of
meeting for the same fixture each
year. The games are competitive but
winning isn’t everything!
Sadly such games are in decline, with
players preferring league cricket rather
than “timed cricket”, which is why
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club are
looking for new members at their
ground in Buckland.
If you fancy playing in a friendly environment with a drink afterwards in the Red
Lion, why not join us? For more about the Pilgrims, visit the Buckland village
web site https://www.bucklandsurrey.net/local-activities/460-2/ or contact our
Team Secretary, Pinak, on 07584 499699

In the end, we only regret
the chances we didn’t take,
the relationships we were afraid to have
and the decisions we waited too long to make
Lewis Caroll (1832-1898)
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BUCKLAND & BETCHWORTH
CHORAL SOCIETY
every Wednesday at 7.45pm
From 7 September
This coming Autumn term, we are back amongst
the classics with Mozart’s Coronation Mass and his divine Ave Verum Corpus.
These will be supported by less well known but equally beautiful works by Mendelssohn and Haydn. We are also very pleased to be amongst the first to sing Rutter’s moving new composition, Prayer for Ukraine.

If you’ve sung with us before, make an Autumn resolution to come back! And if
you haven’t? Now is the perfect time to try. No auditions; no commitments.
Join us in Betchworth Village Hall at 7.45pm on 7 th September
For more information visit our website: www.bbcsinfo.org
Jean Cooke

THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH
Charles Darwin & the Voyages of HMS Beagle
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 19TH at 2.30 pm
Betchworth Memorial Hall
(and online via Zoom)
In 1831 Charles Darwin and Captain Robert FitzRoy, the
commander of HMS Beagle, embarked on their celebrated voyage which enabled Darwin to collect vital evidence for his groundbreaking publication ‘On the Origin of Species’. Our lecturer, James Taylor, studied at the Universities of St Andrews and Manchester, and is a former curator of
paintings, drawings and prints, at the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich. He
is also a lecturer and ships' historian on board cruise ships. His lectures are always enthusiastically received by our members.
Join us in Betchworth, or by zoom from your home, on Monday, September 19th
at 2.30 pm for this rated lecture. It is free for members but do come as a visitor
for £5. Email Christine Smart: christine.smart77@gmail.com or ring 01737
841597.
Carol Evans
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Buckland One World Group
Buckland One World Group was started by the Buckland's Rector in 1979 to represent the village as a whole. His aim was to raise money for the charity Money
for Madagascar.
The people of Madagascar are amongst the poorest on earth with 90 per cent of
the population living on less than $2 per day. The charity is focused on helping
the people of Madagascar to raise themselves out of poverty, poor sanitation,
lack of access to education and healthcare whilst protecting their unique environment.
Before Covid, Tabitha Middleton from MfM offered to give a talk on most recent
developments in the charity's work. Money is needed to fund small scale initiatives involving focus on work with vulnerable young people, reforestation and
livelihoods work.
In order to raise money, we now have locally well-known Everett Leeds give us a
talk on Clematis. Everett, dedicated supporter of Buckland's churchyard rose
beds for decades, has been involved with Clematis for many years. He is a member of the International Clematis Society, four times Chairman of the British Clematis Society, has written many articles on clematis, co-authorised An Illustrated
Encyclopedia of Clematis and co-authored The Pocket Guide to Clematis.
There will also be some plants for sale and we hope for local support for MfM.
See the poster opposite.
Friday 30th September 7:00pm at the Reading Room, Buckland.
Meike Laurenson

Poverty is involuntary and debilitating,
whereas simplicity is voluntary and
enabling
Duane Elgin
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Clematis through the Seasons
A talk by Everett Leeds

Friday 30 September 2022 at 7:00pm
in the Reading Room, Old Road, Buckland
All are most welcome
Admission and Refreshments Free
Retiring Collection for the charity Money for Madagascar
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The Horticultural Society
Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland

The Autumn Show
Saturday September 17th at 2.30 – 4pm
Brockham Village Hall
We have experienced an unusually dry Surrey over the recent weeks but it won’t
have deterred the keen gardeners amongst you. Many of you have been growing and nurturing your fruit, vegetables and flowers in readiness for the annual
Autumn Show.
The Show will take place at the Brockham Village Hall again on
Saturday September 17th at 2.30 – 4pm.
It will be an ideal opportunity for the public to see the hard work our members
have achieved in their gardens and allotments. View the excellent photographs,
the inventive and creative crafts plus the exciting Junior section.
The judges are keen and ready to fulfil their roles and the usual timing applies:
Staging of entries between
10am – 12 noon
Judging of all categories
12 noon – 2.30pm
Show opens
2.30pm – 4pm
Please note your completed entry form (all details can be found in the schedule)
must be emailed of delivered to our Show secretary no later than
6pm on Wednesday September 14th. Please join us for a very interesting and
rewarding afternoon.

Buckland & Betchworth
Harvest Festival Service
Sunday 2 October 2022
St Michael’s Betchworth
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MILITARY HISTORY GROUP—BROCKHAM
A military history group, part of the u3a, meets
on the first Tuesday of every month at the
cricket pavilion in Middle Street at Brockham.
Everyone is welcome to visit one or two of the
meetings as a “taster” before joining through
the u3a at Dorking. (Just a short form and annual fee of £16)
We meet at about 1000 for coffee and social gathering before a speaker led
presentation of about an hour including discussion. There are presentations across
the centuries of history. With the morning finishing about noon. There is no pressure to participate or give a presentation, the level of involvement depending on
the wishes of the individual. There are always opportunities to discuss and ask
questions of the speaker and other members. It is an interest group not an academic one! Some group members go on outings and visits.
There are currently about 35 members of the group, and it is hoped to have over
40 regular attendees to ensure the continuing viability of the group and being attractive to visiting speakers.

It is not just a “man thing” – there are always ladies in the audience or giving
presentations.
Do come and visit us at 1000 on September 6 for a talk on Munich 1938 or October
4 when there will be a presentation entitled “From Catherine the Great to Putin.”
Member Liz Lockhart-Mure would be happy to welcome new members, and offer
introductions and guidance to help with family and military research.
If you need to know more, speak to Barrie Friend, our convener on 0779 6633516.

I have enough money to last me the
rest of my life,
unless I buy something
Anon
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SINGING FOR FUN
We were honoured to receive a visit from Beryl Sinclair,
chair of the Dorking U3A for the last half of our session
on 1st August. This was to see if the Dorking U3A could
offer their members the chance to join us. As you might
know, the U3A relies on volunteers to offer their services
free of charge. However, since we have lost Ann Docking,
it has not been possible to find a volunteer to lead our
singing group, as you can imagine. We are lucky enough
to be ably assisted by enthusiastic and sympathetic rehearsal accompanist, Gina Eason. Gina is a piano accompanist and organist
working throughout Surrey and Sussex. She also plays the cello and recorder, is a
keen composer of works, including small scale choral music, much of it for use in
church services.
Come and join our friendly group for a free session. Singing is good for you. Our
programme of summer songs includes such as John Rutter's Look at the World,
Ivor Novello's Rose of England. We meet in Buckland's Reading Room on the
1st and 3rd Monday morning from 10am to noon. Hope to see you there.
Meike Laurenson

DORKING MUSEUM
Exhibitions:
•
to 17 September: ‘Rewildings’, paintings by local artist Daisy McMullan
•
From 22 September: ‘Hedgerow Heritage’, The history and management
of hedges in the North Downs.
Book launch: A Hundred Years on a Medieval Manor explores the development of
the town and manor of Dorking between the 1280s and 1380s, providing a
snapshot of the people who lived and worked there during these
years. Researcher and author, Susannah Horne, will talk on Thursday 15 th
September, 7pm, doors open 6.30pm. £5 bookable in advance online or on the
door subject to capacity, includes a glass of prosecco.
Heritage Open Days: Free guided walks: The Deepdene Trail (Sunday 11th, 2pm);
and Betchworth Castle tours (Sunday 11th and 18th, 2pm), both offering exclusive
access to areas not normally open to the public. Advance booking:
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/heritage-open-days-2022/.
David Burton
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Betchworth & Buckland Society
For the protection and conservation of the quality of life in
Buckland and Betchworth

Wine Tasting Evening
Friday 7Th October 7.30pm
Buckland Reading Room
We’re pleased to announce the return of our popular
wine sampling event hosted by the Vineking Tasting
Rooms Sampling seven wines with cheese , biscuits,
and nibbles. Numbers are limited so please register
your interest as soon as possible.
Tickets & details at
betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
_____________________________

Guided Local Walking Group
Thursday 6th October/Friday 7th October (Date tbc), 10 am
We are pleased to announce a second local walk led by Mandy Cooper, our
own local, experienced walking guide. Meet At the Top of Dungates Lane At
10am.
The walk will Last Approximately 2 Hours. Open to members and nonmembers. Booking essential due to limited numbers.
Tickets & details at betchworthandbucklandsociety@gmail.com
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB
Well the weather has certainly played a major part
for the Bowls Club in July. Probably, like every
sport, it’s lovely to have a bit of sun on your back
but when the temperature climbs into the 90’s and
occasionally the 100’s it can be a bit draining. Our
lovely secluded spot is also very sheltered and can
be a bit of a suntrap and accordingly it tends to be
much warmer on the green than it actually is. Sadly
a lot of the Clubs we were due to play felt it would
not be enjoyable to play in such heat and so many
of our matches had to be cancelled.
In our two friendly games we had an odd result
against Castle Green where we won on three rinks but lost heavily on the fourth
resulting in them scoring more shots than us so in theory they won the match but
we’re counting that as a moral victory. We had a much-improved effort against
Leatherhead and although we lost it was by the narrowest of margins. In the men’s
Christie League our results have taken a turn for the better and we have climbed up
to fourth in the table. Thankfully our two games in the Freindship League went
ahead and the results definitely went our way. In both games , against Banstead
Neville and Bookham, we managed to get 9 out of the 11 points available which has
moved us up to second place in the table. We are still behind Banstead but have
three games in hand so we should be able to overhaul them.
Our internal games are in the semi-final stages and it is great to see such a variety of
different names still left in the competitions. Everyone is looking forward to our
finals weekend in early September and it looks like there will be several new names
on the honours board.
Our Open days have been a huge success and we have managed to recruit a dozen
new members. All of those new players look as though they will be good bowlers
and will be a great asset to the Club.
There is still time left in the season to come down and give bowls a try. Christine
Knight, our Captain, will always entertain a phone call regarding the Club or bowls
so please give her a call on 07810 515345. Otherwise have a chat with me when I’m
on your doorstep delivering. Best regards from all at Brockham Bowls Club.
Rick Lawrence
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THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN
Local Produce
We have been delighted with the lovely array of
fresh home-grown local produce kindly donated
recently from those who grow fruit and veg in
their gardens and allotments … beans, courgettes, apples, red currants etc. Thank you to all
those who have thought to bring some in. People
love fresh local produce and buying it from their
local Community Shop, and quite often it is an
opportunity to buy some more unusual varieties
that are not available in the supermarkets. Have
you spotted them when you have been shopping
with us? If not, our staff can point you in the right direction … assuming they
haven’t sold out!! September will give us the added delights of pumpkins and
squashes, both of which keep longer and extend the season.
A tip from an expert allotment holder – to stop fungal intrusion into squashes,
courgettes, etc make sure, when you cut them off the plant, that there is at least
25mm/1 inch of stalk remaining on the fruit end. This will shrivel, tighten, and seal
the fruit in storage.

Continuing Hot Weather
We are doing all we can to keep our stock at a safe and appropriate temperature
during this hot weather. Without our shop’s air conditioning, it would be impossible to stop the quality of chocolate and fruit and veg from deteriorating. As the
temperature rises, we may decide to close our door and have air conditioning on.
If you see this please be assured, we are still open for our normal hours!
If you need to get away from the heat and feel refreshed, our indoor café tables
are in a cooler environment. We welcome you to have a spot of lunch or pot of
tea and chat with friends and family in our comfortable air-conditioned environment.
Christine and all the Staff. 01737 843965 stroodgreenshop@gmail.com

One of the best ways to make yourself happy is to
make other people happy; one of the best ways to
make other people happy is to be happy yourself.
Gretchen Rubin
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
Crossword (p.12)
Solution

Sudoku (p.14)

Wordsearch (p.14) Solution
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September 2022. Issue No. 1155

COPY DATE: 14 Sept 2022
Articles Please submit articles for next months edition by the above date, via
email to fernsdc@gmail.com. If possible please submit WORD format for text
files, JPG for images and PDF for posters. New articles and contributors are
welcomed. If in any doubt about whether an article could be published, please
contact the Editor.
Editorial Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and are
not necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff.
Contact details This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church. Contact names,
phone numbers and emails are provided as a service to readers, and these appear
in the printed and web versions of the magazine with the permission of the
individuals. Please advise the editor of any updates or corrections to the contact
details.

AVAILABLE FROM: 23 Sept 2022
Distributors can collect on the above date. Household delivery will be up to a few days later.

HISTORICAL NOTES
A book on the History of Buckland is available: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision by
Duncan C Ferns. 300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index. Purchase from
Squires Nursery Buckland, The Reverie at Park Lake, local Waterstones, Amazon online or
request to fernsdc@gmail.com.
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35
households, a church and a watermill. These days it is a picturesque village covering 1362
acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households. Buckland is in the Diocese
of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area
Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark).
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BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES
Regular activities in the Reading Room:
•
Monday am
Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd Mondays)
•
Monday pm
Art group
•
Monday 4.30pm
Brownies & Rainbows
•
Tuesday am
Toddlers
•
Tuesday 2.15pm
Bridge Club
•
Thursday 2.15pm
Bridge Club
•
Thursday evening Yoga
•
Saturday pm
Sugarcraft Guild (2nd Saturday)
For booking enquiries please contact Stella Cantor, preferably by email:
Bookings4bucklandreadingroom.com or 01737.843335
Arts Society, Betchworth
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings)
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery
Betchworth & Buckland Toddler Group
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary)
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society
British Legion
Brockham Green Horticultural Society
Brockham Surgery/Chemist
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (sec.)
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk)
Buckland Parish Council (clerk)
Buckland Village Shop
Children’s Society
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland
Girl Guides contact
North Downs Primary School
One World Group
Reading Room - Chairman
- Treasurer
- Secretary
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club
St. Catherine’s Hospice
Women’s Institute

Carole Evans
David Sayce
Laura Snelling
Debbie Jones
Tamlynne Chapman
Pam Patch
Derek Holgate
Ruth & Paul Johnson
n/a
Jean Cooke
Debbie Jones
Sheena Boyce
Amy Snaith
Margaret Miller
Catriona Martin
Jane Stewart
Jane Douglass
Meike Laurenson
Tim Howe
John Maud
Liz Vahey
Julian Steed
Sheila Dyer
Margaret Miller

01372 452563
242776
843610
07701 347351
07734 202427
844138
842654
842691
843259/842175
245161
07701 347351
448023
845999
842098
07710 498591
842302
843211
248909
844595
843530
221444
842220
842046
842098

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net;
Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net
Printed by Barkers Print Ltd. 01306 888858 rob@barkersprint.co.uk
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