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October 2022 

Please note that Revd. Anna’s Letter was submitted prior to the death of the Queen 

 
Dear Friends,  
 
As many of you know I am leaving the United Benefice at the end of this month. 
Change can be difficult and challenging. Since arriving in 2019 we have experi-
enced change in epic proportions. In the shadow of the pandemic it has been chal-
lenging and very different to the years we originally planned for. Whatever hap-
pens in our own lives, the church, in Buckland and Betchworth and even in the 
world we are all going to face change at some point or other. Change can be a 
difficult thing to face and we may resist it at all costs.  
 
Change always feels uncomfortable and we may go along with the changes but 
we can  do so grudgingly, we constantly looking back at how things were before. 
In this way we never look forward and we can miss out on opportunities that help 
us to grow and flourish personally or as a community.  
 
There is another way, and that is to embrace the changes and challenges to be 
faced. A vacancy means the church once again adapts to change, and the call to 
rise to the challenges of a vacancy is now prominent for the church and village 
community. The church wardens will need the help and support of the community 
as they hold the church throughout the vacancy as this is a daunting task. There 
are many roles to fulfil in the church and a huge thank you go out to all those who 
selflessly do so much including cleaning, flowers, website maintenance, opening 
and closing the church, and many more. Not only am I leaving but our organist 
Melvin also leaves after 26 years in the United Benefice, alongside playing the or-
gan and directing the choir,  Melvin has a number of duties such as PCC Secretary, 
he produces Pews News and regularly offers his time and talent if he is able to 
assist. So this is a plea to the village to support the church and the wardens as it 
enters a new phase by offering time and talent as many hands make light work. 
 



 

4 October 2022 
 

Sometimes when change occurs and we cannot see the way forward. Our lives 
and the world around us continue to develop and change at a rapid pace. We can 
be left feeling that something is missing, or our lives are unfulfilled. That 
‘something’ we or those around us are searching for is not found in the material 
world. In this time of uncertainty it Is vital to stay close to God.  
 
Jesus said to his disciples the night before he died, as they too faced change and 
uncertainty, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14.6). Jesus is saying 
that he is the way to God, that through him we see what God is like, and how God 
wants us to be. By following him we can come into God’s presence and find true 
life. Life that is everlasting and will sustain us whatever changes or challenges we 
face. Jesus is saying that in him, in God, we find that ‘something’ we are searching 
for that completes our lives. So, as we approach the coming months with all the 
changes and challenges we may face, let us remember that we do so together as 
a church and a community, as friends and neighbours.  
 
May we also give thanks to God that we do not approach them in our own 
strength, but in knowing that the ever-present and loving God is there beside us 
and walking with us as we journey together, and as we face the changes and chal-
lenges given to us.  
 
May I wish you all the best for the future, it has been an honour and a pleasure 
being your Rector . 
 
Until we meet again, take care & God Bless 
Anna  
 
 



 

5 October 2022 
 

CHURCH SERVICES—OCTOBER 

Date    St Mary’s 
  Buckland 

St Michael’s  
Betchworth 

2 October 
Harvest 

 10am  Family pet service & 
Harvest 

9 October 
Trinity 17 

10 am IONA Communion  
5pm Choral Evensong 

16 October 
Trinity 18 

 
 

10 am Parish Communion 

23 October 
Last after Trinity  

10 am Parish Communion  
 

30 October 
All Saints  

10 am Parish Communion  

6 November 
Third before 
Advent 

 10 am  Family Communion 
Welcare 

Church  Matters 

 
We continue with our regular pattern of services although the Family Service on 
2nd October celebrates harvest and welcomes your pets too. We also bid farewell 
to Anna on 23rd October as she takes up her full-time post in St. Matthews church 
Redhill. The online Service remains available on the churches’ websites (below). 

https://stmarythevirginbuckland.net/  or https://stmichaelsbetchworth.net/    

https://stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
https://stmichaelsbetchworth.net/
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A sermon preached on Sunday 11 September at St Mary’s 
Buckland in glorious and happy remembrance of  

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II  
 

Old Testament Lesson: Psalm 23 Gospel: Luke: 15: 1 – 10 
 
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit Amen. 
 
On 26 October in the year of Our Lord 899 King Alfred the Great died. He had 
reigned for nearly 30 years and was known as the King of the whole English peo-
ple. He had brought the English people together. He had done this by defeating 
the Danish Viking invaders.  Every other Anglo-Saxon ruler had been toppled by 
the considerable Viking fighting force. The terms of Alfred’s victory had included 
the conversion and baptism of the Viking leaders into the Christian Faith.  He ele-
vated English to a language of literature and is described by one biographer as 
“courageous, clever, innovative, pious, resolute and farsighted”. It was no wonder 
that after his death he became known not just as Alfred, but as Alfred the Great.  
A unique bond existed between the Monarch and the people then and has in vari-
ous guises existed ever since. It undoubtedly existed between Elizabeth II and her 
people more than a thousand years after Alfred was King. 
 
In Elizabeth’s case this was simply because of the person she was: her character 
and demeanor and the many personal qualities which put her beyond reproach 
and much admired.  She did not lead her troops into battle but she knew well 
those who did. She served in the ATS in wartime and could change a wheel and a 
spark plug and, in the film at least, diagnose what was wrong when her car broke 
down. 

 
BUCKLAND’S MARKING OF THE  

PASSING OF QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
&  

ACCESSION OF KING CHARLES III 
 

A seven-page  souvenir 
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It was perhaps for all these reasons she was a fan of “Dad’s Army” and, no doubt 
like the rest of us, knew their catch phrases: Don’t tell him, Pike; We’re doomed; 
Don’t panic, Capt. Mainwaring. She had by all accounts a great sense of humour 
and enjoyed their tomfoolery and slapstick. 
 
But, if it wasn’t military prowess just what was it about Elizabeth that perpetuat-
ed, to our good fortune, that bond between monarch and people? What was it 
that has brought tributes from around the world and people onto the streets of 
Britain. Why was the affection so real and why does the sense of loss run so 
deep? 
 
There is probably nothing I can say this morning that hasn’t been said already 
about The Queen and all that she has brought to the life of this country. I had 
seen the Queen but never had the privilege of meeting her, but three things sug-
gest themselves as a focus of her long life and of that bond between her and her 
people. 
 
Firstly, there was the integrity which ran through her personal and public life. She 
wasn’t a monarch who had a persona for public approval but was someone else 
when the cameras and media weren’t in attendance. It was this integrity that 
brought her respect from all. She was genuine. What you saw, I suspect, was 
what you got. 
 
It has sometimes been said of people in public life that what happens behind 
closed doors doesn’t matter, we just don’t talk about it, politicians in particular.  
I always found it difficult to accept this could be the case. When we look at 
Queen Elizabeth it is easy to see why that argument has a hollow ring about it. 
Integrity always outstrips hypocrisy. 
 
The Queen clearly displayed great kindness and generosity of spirit. She was 
steadfast and shouldered great responsibility. She was determined and didn’t 
give up in the face of hardship or distress. She faced many challenges and em-
braced many changes in her family life and in the life of the nation.  She no doubt 
had her moments but she didn’t preach one thing and live another. There was a 
wholeness and completeness about her life which is to be admired and sets a 
fine example. We shall do well if we follow that example ourselves. 
 
Secondly, as many have said she was absolutely committed to public service and 
the good of the country above all else.  
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When she was 21, and like King David in the Bible when he was anointed king, she 
was young, striking and attractive with bright eyes, she said “I declare before 
you all that my whole life whether it be long or short will be devoted to your ser-
vice”.  In this she commits herself to the way of life advocated by Jesus himself. 
She was among us as one who serves.  She didn’t lord it over her subjects, as 
Jesus describes, she was instead the servant of others as he was the servant of 
all. In the theme of today’s gospel she has sort out those who are lost and 
brought them safe home. Public service has gone out of fashion but it sets a 
bench mark for life. A life lived to the full will not be about accumulation or per-
sonal prosperity or advancement but about service and putting others and their 
interests first.  This was the way the Queen lived her life. It doesn’t mean being a 
door mat or thwarting gifts and abilities. It does mean recognizing other people 
and often before your self. A life of service brings respect for those who give it 
and respect for those who receive it. 
 
Thirdly, at the heart of who the Queen was, was her faith. Each Christmas in her 
annual broadcast she would mention without fail the Christmas story and all that 
it meant to her. She was supreme governor of the Church of England and this 
was not in any sense superficial. She was a true believer and regular worshipper.  
As one tribute recalled she prayed regularly and was surprised to hear others 
didn’t. Her faith was Christian but she embraced people of all faiths, so that 
there was nothing small time in her believing but rather a faith that was big 
hearted, world class and with a world vision.  The Queen knew life without faith 
was incomplete and essential to our humanity. So, she challenges us to take faith 
seriously. But if public service is out of fashion faith is too, or is it? 
 
I was struck by an article I saw in a national newspaper recently with the head-
line: 
“God gives me reason to hope” why young Britons are turning to prayer. 
The article said: More young people in the UK are turning to prayer compared 
with 20 years ago, with one in three 18 – 36 -year- olds saying they had prayed 
within the past month, a survey has revealed. 
The rise of mindfulness and spirituality in its many forms are thought to be be-
hind the increase. 
Tess a midwife said: 
Since getting pregnant, I’ve come back to prayer. I was raised Christian and have 
come back to it from time to time. But this time things feel different. With the 
world crumbling, God has given me a reason to hope and see beyond the hopeless-
ness of our current political and financial landscape. 



 

9 October 2022 
 

It's quite a scary time to be bringing a baby into the world with all the uncertainty – 
the financial situation and working out what kind of world he’s going to be born into 
is quite scary. Prayer has really helped me to take myself out of those world prob-
lems and see things in a broader context. 
 
Queen Elizabeth’s life inspires at least four things: integrity of life, service to oth-
ers, faith in your heart and prayer on your lips.  
Elizabeth the Great. 
 
What of the future? King Charles III has already received widespread appreciation 
for his address to the nation. He has himself an impressive record of public ser-
vice, especially to young people. He was way ahead of the field in understanding 
the importance of sustaining the earth before it was too late.  
 
So, we are not doomed. Don’t panic.  We are on the cusp 
of a new beginning with its own exciting possibilities and 
opportunities. In the past the waters have sometimes 
been turbulent for the royal family and in some ways still 
are. Looked at positively this is a strength. They aren’t a 
fairy tale family but like many others one that has en-
dured the storms of life.  It is exactly here that integrity 
and service and faith and prayer are most needed. In ad-
versity it is love that finds a way. 
 
So, a new era begins which brings both hope and prom-
ise. And it is with real conviction and confidence we can 

say God save the King. 
 

Canon David Eaton 
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Buckland’s Official Proclamation of the Accession of 
King Charles III to the throne 

In centuries  past, when a new Monarch was appointed,  there was a formal process 
for communicating this; a hierarchy of communication throughout the realm, driven 
by messengers on horseback.  This was efficiently organized, so that within a day or 
so, everyone in the country was aware of the new Monarch.   The process repeated 
the words—the ‘proclamation’ - of the new King, given to the Accession Council.     
This process has changed very little, despite more than a little coverage on the TV, 
radio and web channels. 
 
The process passed through many Local Government representatives throughout 
the day on Sunday 11 September, from Surrey County Council, through, Layers of 
Town Mayors, District Council Chairs, before ‘the relay’ represented by  Councillor 
Paul Potter (our Councillor for Brockham, Betchworth & Buckland) who had 
attended the Mole Valley District Council Proclamation and arrived at Buckland at 
3.30pm.   Paul arrived in style, in a very smart, vintage green, open Land Rover, 
which was not dissimilar to that chosen by the Duke of Edinburgh for his funeral.  
Nigel Husband, Chair of Buckland Parish Council, was our representative 
spokesperson.     Following efficient notification to residents via the village email list 
maintained by our Parish Council Clerk, it was wonderful to see around 60 people 
turn out for this traditional reading of the King’s Proclamation. 
 
Nigel speech on the steps of the War memorial was much appreciated by our 
residents, who then joined in singing ‘God save our gracious King’ - perhaps for the 
first time for most of us there. 
 
The ceremony was held under the Union Jack Flag on the green’s flagpole,  ably 
managed by  Alan Brindley, to the official guidance received: 

• half-mast on the announcement from Buckingham Palace on 8th 

• full mast shortly before 11am for the principal proclamation on Saturday 10th 

• half-mast at 1pm on Sunday 11th 

• full mast shortly before 4.30 for the local proclamation before lowering it 
upon its conclusion 

• lower at 9am on Tuesday 20th September, the morning after the funeral. 
 
It is a privilege to live in Buckland, where we were honoured to see the national 
guidance followed in the full tradition, thanks to the members of the Buckland 
Parish Council.                                                                                                                          DF 
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Top:  Nigel Husband reading the King’s proclamation by the Buckland War Memorial 
Below:  The gathered crowd of villagers beneath the flag 
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Buckland Bellringers ring in mourning for the Queen, and 
in celebration of the Accession of the King 

Buckland’s bellringers in the tower on Accession Day:  From Left to right: Alexia Beale, 
Julie Beale, Martin Boyce, Brian Boustred, Vivienne Boustred, David Sayce.  

(Photo: Martin Boyce) 

In accordance with the guidance from the Church of England and the Central 
Council for Church Bell Ringers, we tolled the tenor bell (half muffled) for an 
hour starting at noon on Friday 9th September to mark the death of Her 
Majesty, and then rang all 6 bells normally, i.e.unmuffled (known as open), for 
30 minutes on Sunday at 1130 to celebrate the proclamation of Charles III the 
previous day.   No open ringing can take take place while flags are at half mast 
but for the period between the proclamation and 1pm on Sunday flags were 
flown at full mast.  On Sunday we rang two methods, and ended with call 
changes which were rung to give a sequence known as Kings.  
 

David Sayce, Captain  
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OCTOBER EVENTS 
30 Sep to 15 Jan 2023. John & Anne Bloomfield’s Exhibition, London (p 18-19) 
7 Oct 10 am.  Guided Walk, Betchworth & Buckland Society (p.35) 
7 Oct, 7.30 pm.  Wine Tasting, Buckland Reading Room.  Betchworth & Buckland 
Society (p.35) 
12 Oct 12 noon.    Winter Lunches, Buckland Reading Room (p.13) 
15 oct (11am-3pm) . ReBetchworth & B&B Soc.  Apple Pressing & Lunch (p.36) 
17 Oct (2.30pm).  Arts Society talk on History of Wallpapers (p,39) 
18 oct (7pm) . Buckland Low Carbon network talk, 7pm by Zoom (p.18) 
23 Oct (10am).   Last Service of our Reverend Anna Moore (at Buckland) p.3-4 
26 Oct 2pm-4pm.   Afternoon Teas, Hamilton Room (p14) 
26 Oct 7.30pm.  Talk on the History of Buckland (and Future of our Church). 
Friends of St Mary’s (p.16-17) 
 

WINTER LUNCHES   2022 

 
After a mix up for September, for which I am sorry,  I am pleased to say that Win-
ter Lunches will start again on Friday the 7th October.  We would love to see you 
from noon onwards and lunch will be served at about 12.15 pm. Lunches are going 
to be on a Friday in future as nobody has booked the RR for the afternoon, so we 
do not have to rush to be out by 2pm.    The lunch on the 7th October will have a 
Harvest theme and we look forward to seeing you.   If you need to have more 
information please phone Carol on 01737 247399 or Liz on 01737 221444.   Lunches 
will be £4.00   See you at the RR....  

Carol Leeds 

WORK ON THE CHURCH ORGAN AT ST MARY's BUCKLAND 

The contract is now lined-up for a specialist contractor to work on the major re-

build of the organ in St Mary's Buckland, scheduled to commence in early Novem-

ber 2022, with a plan to complete the work by Easter 2023.  During this work, the 

church will not be available for public access during the week.   Either the contrac-

tor will be at work, or the church will be locked.    However, there will be a regular 

'tidy-up' of the church with the work-in-progress being made safe, with work 

items stored or put to one-side; to enable Services to continue in line with the 

normal schedule.  Please bear with us in this time of upheaval, and we shall look 

forward to the improved sound of the organ in 2023. 

The Churchwardens 
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BUCKLAND  PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 
Electoral Canvas underway in Mole Valley – Don’t lose your right to vote 
 
The Mole Valley District Council Democratic & Electoral Services Team (ES) will be 
contacting all properties across Mole Valley to check who is eligible to vote in 
future elections. If ES hold an email address for someone living at a property an 
email, sent on behalf of the Electoral Registration Officer, will come from elec-
toral.registration@molevalley.gov.uk.  Please keep an eye on your inbox and, if 
you think you should have received an email check it has not been put into your 
spam folder. Responding is a quick process! 
 
If ES do not hold an email address for you, a paper form will be delivered, in a 
brown envelope, by Royal Mail; so do take care not to dispose of this important 
document with junk mail.  If you are not registered to vote, you will not be able 
to participate in any elections or referenda. The Electoral Register is used to con-
firm an individual's address, especially if they are applying for credit such as a 
mortgage, personal loan or even a mobile phone. If you are not registered, this 
can have a negative effect on your credit score and may result in mortgage offers 
being refused.  For more information please visit the MVDC website at 
www.molevalley.gov.uk.  
 
The Local Government Boundary Commission (LGBCE) Review of Mole Valley 
District Council Wards 
 
The LGBCE recently issued its final recommendations that propose Mole Valley 
be divided into 13 wards, each of which will be represented by 3 councillors.  
The proposal allocates Buckland to a ward which combines the current two coun-
cillor ward of Brockham, Betchworth and Buckland with the one councillor ward 
of Boxhill and Headley.  The proposal names the new ward Brockham, Betch-
worth, Buckland, Boxhill and Headley.   You can find links to the LGBCE reports 
and maps via a post on the village website or by visiting the LGBCE website at 
www.lgbce.org.uk.  
 
Parliament must now approve the changes. A draft Order - the legal document 
which will bring into force the LGBCE recommendations - will now be laid before 
Parliament. The draft Order will provide for new electoral arrangements for Mole 
Valley to be implemented at the local elections due to be held in May 2023.  
 

Sheena Boyce, Clerk   parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net  01737 448023 

mailto:parishcouncil@bucklandsurrey.net
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Buckland Matters 
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FRIENDS OF ST MARY’s BUCKLAND 

present a talk in St Mary’s Church 
WEDNESDAY 26 OCTOBER at 7.30pm 

 
Introduction- Future of St Marys Church   

An explanation of the church’s position in the Interregnum, our financial 
situation and the opportunity to comment and volunteer. 

Presented by the Church Wardens.  (see opposite) 
 

THE HISTORY OF BUCKLAND VILLAGE 
by Duncan Ferns 

Duncan updated the village history in a new book, published in 2019, titled 
‘Buckland 1000-2000, with 2020 Vision’.  This draws on his knowledge of  over 25 

years living in Buckland and a seven years working for the Buckland Estate 
Office.    It will be well illustrated with both old  and new photographs.    

(This talk is wholly different to the ‘History of the Church’ given in July 2019) 
 

followed by 

 Complimentary Cheese & Wine 

Free admission, no tickets required 
but please contribute to our Retiring Collection 

if you are able to do so. 
All proceeds to Friends of St Mary’s 

(proceeds support the upkeep of the church building) 
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Future of St Marys Church  

The impending departure of our Rector, Anna Moore, has created the second 

interregnum within a very short timescale, and the four wardens of our United 

Benefice have spoken to the Archdeacon about a number of issues arising from 

this interregnum. 

As Churchwardens we think, along with Anna and the PCC, it worthwhile to 

hold an open forum in Buckland so that we can explain succinctly the Church of 

England's thinking about the new Rector, our current financial position and to 

hear your views, all of which will help us to decide the best way forward.  In 

order to minimise weekday meetings for everyone, we are combining this 

invitation with the talk to be given in the church by Duncan Ferns on the history 

of village on the 26th October at 7.30pm. His talk will remain the main purpose 

of the evening. 

A village church can only survive with the support of the people of the village 

and beyond so if you are interested in the future of St Mary's, we would very 

much appreciate your attendance and views.  Those views can be expressed 

when we meet but alternatively we are happy to receive your comments 

afterwards by any means, email, telephone call or even a letter.  Betchworth 

PCC is holding a similar meeting late September. 

If you are unable to attend the meeting but would like to know more or have 

comments please contact either Liz or David.    

 

Liz Vahey and David Sayce 

Churchwardens  
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CELEBRATING THE CAREERS OF JOHN & ANN BLOOMFIELD 
 
John & Ann Bloomfield have lived at The Towered Barn on the village green since 
the 1980’s and have contributed enormously to village life since they arrived 
here.   Those of us who have also lived here for some time know a little of their 
interesting careers as costume designers, working for BBC series and for major 
films.  Their modesty has been exposed as they were invited to lead an exhibition 
of their work, in the year celebrating 100 years since the foundation of the BBC.   
 
This exhibition opens on 15 September 2020 at the British Film Institute in 
London.  See the poster opposite, and do go along.   John has worked hard on 
the exhibition, whilst also caring for Ann through her recent ill health.   It is a 
wonderful achievement for them both and  a great celebration which friends in 
the village can visit and share.   

DF 

BUCKLAND LOW CARBON NETWORK MEETING 
 TUESDAY 18TH OCTOBER—7pm ZOOM meeting 

THE CHANGING ECONOMICS OF INVESTING TO REDUCE YOUR 
ENERGY BILLS AND EMISSIONS 

 
The dramatic increase in household energy prices over the last six months is 
affecting us all, with energy bills this winter for most of us likely to be close to 
double what they were last winter, even with the government’s new energy price 
cap. No-one is sure how long the higher energy prices will last, but few 
economists are expecting energy bills to return to 2021 levels any time soon. 
There are various simple steps we can all take to reduce our household energy 
usage, but the bigger reductions usually require some investment. If you are a 
home owner, higher energy prices make investing to reduce your energy 
consumption - and your carbon emissions - a much more attractive prospect. 
The next meeting of the Low Carbon Network will take a fresh look at some of 
the common options for achieving significant reductions in your household 
energy bills and emissions, and how the return on investment is changing as a 
result of higher energy prices. 
 
The meeting will be held by Zoom on Tuesday 18th October, from 7 pm to 8pm, 
and is open to all Buckland residents.  If you would like to participate in this event, 
please let me know by email at kencaldwell02@gmail.com 

Ken Caldwell,Convenor, Buckland Low Carbon Network 
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ACROSS 
1. Ice a cake 
6. Ticket part you 
keep 
10. Banquet 
14. Not upper 
15. Wife of Zeus 
16. Mid-month days 
17. Drama set to 
classical music 
18. Not closed 
19. Knights 
20. Walker 

22. Bay 
23. Hurried 
24. Is melodramatic 
26. Mildew 
30. Cobbler's tool 
31. Hurry on foot 
32. Dogfish 
33. Beams 
35. Fragrance 
39. Alike 
41. Food provider 
43. Rock 
44. Mend 

46. Ascend 
47. Can 
49. Decay 
50. French for 
"Head" 
51. End 
54. Regrets 
56. Baking appliance 
57. Unrequited 
63. Not early 
64. Chinese dynasty 
65. Cognizant 
66. Lyric poems 

67. Border 
68. A fruit of the 
gourd family 
69. Crimsons 
70. Marsh plant 
71. Squeeze 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Puzzle Pages 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD 

Solution p.42 
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DOWN    
1. Epic fail 
2. Lariat 
3. Was indebted to 
4. Arid 
5. Garbage 
6. Inshore 
7. In a lukewarm way 
8. Fertilizer 
component 

9. Streamer 
10. Discomfit 
11. Blockhead 
12. Audacity  
13. S S S 
21. Coronet 
25. Be necessary 
26. A body of matter 
27. Leave out 
28. Luxury car 

29. Elegance 
34. Foraged 
36. A Great Lake 
37. Bird home 
38. Tall woody plant 
40. Luau souvenirs 
42. Initial wagers 
45. Set up 
48. Spay 
51. Sorrow 

52. Avoid 
53. Doled 
55. Wetland 
58. Connecting point 
59. Pitcher 
60. Rattling breath 
61. Cupid's Greek 
counterpart 
62. Lairs 

VACANCY FOR VOLUNTEER TREASURER 

Our church of St Mary the Virgin Buckland is seeking a new Treasurer after several 
years of excellent service from Barbara Thomas.  The post is voluntary, but we 
hope not too onerous – typically involving about 16-20 hours per month and at-
tendance at a quarterly meeting of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) of which 
you would become a member.  
 
 It involves the book-keeping of transactions for the church and preparation of 
Annual Accounts for submission to the Diocese, but not the Reading Room which 
has separate accounts.  Experience of book-keeping and accounts reporting 
would be beneficial, though not essential, as our current Treasurer has offered a 
‘gentle handover’ and some training if required however some knowledge of Ex-
cel would be helpful.  You need not attend church services, just be willing to sup-
port our village church and it’s organization.   
In the first instance, please express your interest to either: 
 
David Sayce (drsayce@ntlworld.com) Churchwarden  or  our Treasurer Barbara 
Thomas (treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com) 
 

David Sayce and Liz Vahey, Churchwardens  

mailto:treasurer.bucklandstmarys@outlook.com
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Grade: Medium.  

Solution on p.42 

 

Solution on p.34 

Autumn 
Gold 
Night 
Dark 
Pumpkin 
Sweets 
 
Saints 
Goodness 
Saving 
Prayer 
Protection 
Light 
 

Jesus 
Son 
fearless 
School 
Exams 
Half term 
 
Coal 
Leaves 
Bonfires 
Sneeze 
Scarves 
soup 

SUDOKU 

WORDSEARCH  – Autumn 
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MOT Testing 

Station 
 

 

Repairs & Servicing 

to all makes 
 

 

Reigate Road 
Buckland, 

Near Reigate 
 

01737 
242766 

SURREY POINTING SPECIALISTS 
Brickwork, pointing and repairs specialists 

 

35 years experience, Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

 

Domestic, commercial and listed 
buildings, new builds 

 

Lime Mortar, Stonework,  
Crack Stitching 

 

All brick repairs, all styles of brickwork 
pointing undertaken by traditional 

brickwork pointers 
 

Mark Gilbert, 4 The Old Vicarage,  
Church Street, Betchworth 

01737 844364 or 07821 614909 
Email:  markgilbert@live.com;   
www.brickpointsurrey.co.uk 

mailto:markgilbert@live.com
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Would You Like to 
ADVERTISE HERE? 

 

Then please contact  
The Advertising Team 

 
Email:  bandbmagads@gmail.com 

 
These advertisements appear each month in 850 
copies of the Buckland and Betchworth Parish 

Magazines  which are distributed to every home 
in both parishes. 
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S u p e r b  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  o f  

C a r p e t s ,  U p h o l s t e r y ,  C u r t a i n s  a n d  

L e a t h e r .  A l s o  O r i e n t a l  R u g s  a n d  

G u a r d s m a n  A n t i - S t a i n  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

•  S p o t  s t a i n  a n d  O d o u r  r e m o v a l  

•  L e a t h e r  c l e a n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

•  F l a m e  r e t a r d i n g  

•  D u s t  m i t e  r e d u c t i o n  s e r v i c e  

•  A l l  w o r k  f u l l y  i n s u r e d  a n d  g u a r a n t e e d  
 

 F o r  a  f r e e ,  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  q u o t a t i o n  

c a l l  t o d a y  
  

F R E E P H O N E  
0 8 0 8  1 4 4  9 0 7 1  
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Zoe 

 ZOE UNDERWOOD  
 

PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR 

 

Interior & Exterior works welcome 

Fully Insured 

A clean, efficient & reliable service 

 
Please call 07876 572624 

 

J CHITTY & SON 
FAMILY BUTCHERS EST 1890 

 

* Local free range meat and poultry * 
* Home made sausages, burgers, pies * 

* Cooked meats, specialist cheeses and bread *  

ABERDEEN HOUSE, BROCKHAM 
TEL: 01737 843361 

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 7am - 5pm 
Fri, 7am - 6pm; Sat 7am - 3pm 

Myra V. Baston 
GradDipPhys. MCSP. RCST 

 

Chartered Physiotherapist 
Craniosacral Therapist 

 
15a Dene Street, Dorking  RH4 2DB 

Tel:  01306 889680 

 

Josh Flynn 
Gardening Maintenance 

 

Grass Cutting – Hedge Cutting – Tree Surgery 
Leaf Clearance – Fencing – Weed Control 

 
Tel:  01737 202179 
Mob: 07920 715779 

 

NOW OPEN 
Hair Salon 

For all adults and children 
 

Appointments:  01737 843533 

Headhigh 
On Brockham Green 
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Payroll—VAT—Tax Returns 
Local to Betchworth 

 
Call Esther:  01737 652852 

Email:  info@a4cgroup.co.uk 

 
Surrey Mole & Wasp         

Control 
 

Professional Pest control 
Service      

Fully Qualified, Fully Insured     
Tel: 01737 844 364 
Mob: 07821 614909  
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www.viviencresswell.co.uk 

 

Bespoke property renovation  

Richard Mason, NCH Arb 
Qualified and insured Tree Surgeon 

and Arboriculturist                       
Logs and Woodmulch 

20, The Borough, Brockham, 
Betchworth, Sur rey RH3  7NB 

Tel: 01737 844916 

Mobile: 07976 751277 

Private Carer 
 

Do you or someone you know need help? 
 

If so, I cover all aspects of care, including 
personal, domestic, shopping, appointments, 

companionship. 
 

I have 20 years of experience. 
 

Call Jane on 
Home:  01306 712011 
Mobile:  07713 641660 

Kitchen design supply and fitting service 
Adapted level access showers, wet 

rooms, and bathrooms 
38 years’ experience 
Complete house renovation 
Bespoke timber garden offices and car ports 

 

Proprietor - Jonathan Rose 
Mobile – 07775760688 
Email – roserefurb@gmail.com 
Website – 

www.roserefurbishments.com  

mailto:roserefurb@gmail.com
http://www.roserefurbishments.com/
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Proprietor - Jonathan Rose 
Mobile – 07775760688 
Email – roserefurb@gmail.com 
Website – www.roserefurbishments.com  

mailto:roserefurb@gmail.com
http://www.roserefurbishments.com/
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Fishers Foods 
 

LOCAL MOBILE FISH & CHIPS EVENT SPECIALIST  
 

Traditional Fish and Chips PLUS alternatives cooked on site or delivered  
Top quality fish from sustainable sources, freshly prepared daily 

 
Mobile catering units available for event hire - parties, weddings, functions. 

Hassle free catering so you can relax. 
 

Frying in Brockham on Thursdays 16:30 - 19:30  
at The Shop At Strood Green 

 
www.fishersuk.com 
tel: 07763 384890 

email: enquiries@fishersuk.com 
 

New bathroom installation specialist, 
plumbing/heating, 

electrics, plastering & tiling, 
decorating, Karadean flooring, 

all building works and property maintenance 
undertaken. 

All works guraranteed 
35 years’ experience 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fishersuk.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calison%40park-place.co.uk%7C6eda3001b31843d1fa2508d9e5ab7835%7C6500ef5282ce4cab8e0ef9dc3becb440%7C0%7C0%7C637793346927064823%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
mailto:enquiries@fishersuk.com
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Interpreting the Beatitudes- Part Three 
“Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth” 

Matthew 5: 5 
 
“Inasmuch as poverty is a state of humble subjection, the "poor in spirit", come 
near to the "meek", the subject of the second blessing. The anawim, they who 
humbly and meekly bend themselves down before God and man, shall "inherit 
the land" and possess their inheritance in peace. This is a phrase taken from 
Psalm 37:11, where it refers to the Promised Land of Israel, but here in the words 
of Christ, it is of course but a symbol of the Kingdom of Heaven, the spiritual 
realm of the Messiah. Not a few interpreters, however, understand "the earth". 
But they overlook the original meaning of Psalm 36:11, and unless, by a far-
fetched expedient, they take the earth also to be a symbol of the Messianic king-
dom, it will be hard to explain the possession of the earth in a satisfactory way.” 

Newadvent.org 
 
“In Jesus first three Beatitudes he was describing our personal recognition of our 
circumstances. Now Jesus switches gears and he starts talking about our out-
ward posture and expression.  A good definition of meek is strength under con-
trol. Think of a dad wrestling with his kids. The dad could end it; he could just 
knock a kid out and end it right there. But instead, he uses his strength for the 
benefit of his kids. That’s meekness. That’s strength under control.    This what 
Jesus is calling us to today. He is calling us to have our strength under control. 
He’s calling us to leverage our strength for the benefit of others. He’s calling us 
to not throw our weight around to get what we deserve. Why should we? We are 
already heirs to the throne of God; what else do we need?     A paraphrase of this 
beatitude would be ‘Blessed are those who have their strength under control, for 
they will inherit the earth”.  

Jeffery Curtis Poor 
 

“The meek are the “gentle”, those who do not assert themselves over others in 
order to further their own agendas in their own strength, but who will nonethe-
less Inherit the earth because they trust in God to direct the outcome of events.” 

ESV Study Bible 
“How much do we assert ourselves; how sensitive are we?”                   

Collins Bible Companion 
 
“Blessed are they who live, not aggressively or self-assertively, but in harmony 
with nature and divine law: for they shall be supported in return”.      
                                                                                                     Swami Kriyananda 
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The third beatitude puzzles many people in the workplace, in part because they 
don’t understand what it means to be meek. Many assume the term means 
weak, tame, or deficient in courage. But the biblical understanding of meekness 
is power under control.   Power under God’s control means two things: (1) refusal 
to inflate our own self-estimation; and (2) reticence to assert ourselves for our-
selves. Paul captures the first aspect perfectly in Romans 12:3. “For by the grace 
given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned.” Meek people see themselves as serv-
ants of God, not thinking more highly of themselves than they ought to think.  
 
To be meek is to accept our strengths and limitations for what they truly are, in-
stead of constantly trying to portray ourselves in the best possible light. But it 
does not mean that we should deny our strengths and abilities. When asked if he 
was the Messiah, Jesus replied, “The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good 
news brought to them.  And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at 
me” (Matt. 11:4-6). He had neither an inflated self-image nor an inferiority com-
plex, but a servant’s heart based on what Paul would later call “sober judg-
ment” (Romans 12:3). 
 
A servant’s heart is the crux of the second aspect of meekness: reticence to as-
sert ourselves for ourselves. We exercise power, but for the benefit of all people, 
not just ourselves. The second aspect is captured by Psalm 37:1-11a, which begins 
with, “Do not fret because of the wicked,” and ends with “the meek shall inherit 
the land.” It means we curb our urge to avenge the wrongs done against us, and 
instead use whatever power we have to serve others. It flows from the sorrow 
for our own weaknesses that comprises the second beatitude. If we feel sorrow 
for our own sins, can we really feel vengeful over the sins of others? 

Theology of Work project 

Summary 
There is a general agreement in the interpretation of the personal characteristic 
described as ‘meek’, namely those who are confident about their inner strength, 
who control where their strength is directed, and yet are modest about their abili-
ties.  However, there is no agreement in the interpretations about the meaning of 
the reward ‘inherit the earth’.    It could be the reward to ‘inherit’ (in the next life) 
the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’; or it could equate ‘earth’ with the ‘Promised Land of Is-
rael’ in the limited context of Jesus’s audience.  An Eastern interpreter (Swami Kri-
yananda) seems to abandon the complexity of this interpretation, and simply says 
the reward of the meek is that ‘they shall be supported in return’!    
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We can add two logical interpretations based on modern language: 
1) meekness is a personal quality that earns sufficient respect to be rewarded by 

‘owning or managing a piece of land (earth) for your self, or for your sons 
and heirs.  This however, is rather materialistic, and I cannot believe that 
meekness is a mechanism to become a wealthy landowner.  

2) meekness is a personal quality that earns sufficient respect to be rewarded by  
an understanding of nature and God’s creation, inheriting personal responsi-
bility for the management of the earth’s resources.   This interpretation is 
‘good for all people and the planet’, but it is stretching a point to believe that 
Jesus was preaching that we all play a part in recycling, energy conservation 
and managing climate change. 

As a  guide for modern living, the biblical stanza ‘Blessed are the meek for they will 
inherit the earth’ leaves me very confused… 
                              (Source references are the same each month, see August 2022 )     DF                              

PASSION—A SHORT LESSON 
 
These days it seems like "passion" has become a dirty word, but don't believe it! 
Here are some pointers: 
 
1. Passion is life fuel. 
2. Passion can’t be faked. 
3. Passion feels like play (vs work). 
4. Passion is what you can’t not do. 
5. Passion can be found through pain. 
6. Passion regenerates you (vs depleting). 
7. Passion is the key ingredient in purpose. 
 
For those who believe they have too many passions and could never pick just 
one: think deeply about #4 to help prioritize. 
 
For those who believe they have no passion: think deeply about #5. It's amazing-
ly powerful to realize that you can transform your wounds into wisdom, trauma 
into treasure, pain into passion. For instance, I found my passion (synthesizing 
the art of living) through my pain (existential crisis). 
 
Either way, remember that life = energy (#1). "Work" is energy usage you don't 
enjoy that depletes you. "Play" is energy usage you enjoy that regenerates you 
(#3). The goal is to have a life of play that's enjoyable, regenerative energy (#6). 

www.sloww.co 
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With his back against the San Francisco 
traffic, 
On the bridges side that faces towards 
the jail, 
Setting out to join a demographic, 
He hoists his first leg up over the rail. 
And a phone call is made, 
Police cars show up quickly. 
The sergeant slams his passenger door. 
He says, 'Hey son why don't you talk 
through this with me, 
Just tell me what you're doing it for.' 
 
'Oh, it's a little bit of everything, 
It's the mountains, 
It's the fog, 
It's the news at six o'clock, 
It's the death of my first dog, 
It's the angels up above me, 
It's the song that they don't sing, 
It's a little bit of everything.' 
 
An older man stands in a buffet line, 
He is smiling and holding out his plate, 
And the further he looks back into his 
timeline, 
That hard road always had led him to 
today, 
And making up for when his bright 

future had left him, 
Making up for the fact that his only son 
is gone, 
And letting everything out once, His 
server asks him, 
Have you figured out yet, what it is you 
want? 
 
I want a little bit of everything, 
The biscuits and the beans, 
Whatever helps me to forget about 
The things that brought me to my 
knees, 
So pile on those mashed potatoes, 
And an extra chicken wing, 
I'm having a little bit of everything. 
 
Somewhere a pretty girl is writing 
invitations, 
To a wedding she has scheduled for the 
fall, 
Her man says, 'Baby, can I make an 
observation? 
You don't seem to be having any fun at 
all.' 
She said, 'You just worry about your 
groomsmen and your shirt-size, 
And rest assured that this is making me 
feel good, 

A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING 

An amazing poem, or strictly a song lyric, so true about life.    It tells four stories: 
an attempted suicide,  someone suffering bereavement,  someone about to get 
married, a doctor trying to help—and they all conclude ‘it’s a little bit of 
everything’. 
 
Composed by Taylor Goldsmith of the Dawes (US band) - listen to the song at 
youtube.com/watch?v=vin0U-ej1L8  (or Google ‘Little bit of everything Dawes’). 



 

27 October 2022 
 

MUSINGS ON LIFE 

I don’t do drugs or alcohol, because I find I get the same effect just by standing 
up really fast. 

I don’t approve of political jokes… I’ve seen too many of them get elected. 

I love being married. It’s so great to find that one special person you want to 
annoy for the rest of your life. 

The email of the species is more deadly than the mail. 

I don’t know how I got over the hill without getting to the top. 

Long ago when people cursed and beat the ground with sticks, it was called 
witchcraft. Today it’s called golf. 

A lot of people want to serve God, but only in an advisory capacity. 

I get most of my exercise these days from shaking my head in disbelief. 

I think that love is so much easier than 
you realize, 
If you can give yourself to someone, 
Then you should. 
 
'Cause it's a little bit of everything, 
The way you choke, the way you ache, 
It is waking up before you, 
So I can watch you as you wake. 
So in the day in late September, 
It's not some stupid little ring, 
I'm giving a little bit of everything. 
 

Oh, it's a little bit of everything, 
It's the matador and the bull, 
It's the suggested daily dosage, 
It is the red moon when it's full. 
All these psychics and these doctors, 
They're all right and they're all wrong, 
It's like trying to make out every word, 
When they should simply hum along, 
It's not some message written in the 
dark, 
Or some truth that no one's seen, 
It's a little bit of everything. 
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Michael Barnes 

THE INSCRIPTION 

Here Lyeth the body of Michael Barnes 
who was born in Lewes 19 Sept 1703  

and died at Reigate 1 January 1776 
 

Plot 231 
(Buckland MI Report) 

Michael Barnes was born on 19 Septem-
ber 1703 in Lewes, Sussex.  His parents 
were Michael Barnes Snr & Rebecca 
Edwards, both of Lewes in Sussex, who 
married just 9 months earlier on 30 Sep-
tember 1702 at St Peter’s Lewes1.  Mi-
chael also had a brother, Richard, 
b.1705. 
 
His father, Michael Snr was an apothe-
cary (supplier of medicines) as stated in 
the Deed of 17052  that confirms that he 
and Rebecca purchased a shop at 178 
High Street Lewes for the sum of £135, 
together with a second property with a 
house, barn, orchard, garden and land 
called Upper House (or Uphouse) at 
Wellingham Lane, Ringmer, Sussex.  
 
 

By the age of 24, Michael had moved 
to Buckland and met Frances Wood-
man.  Their first child, daughter 
Frances, was apparently born out of 
wedlock, baptised on 13 July 1728, but 
two months later, on 28 Sept 1728, 
they were married at Reigate St 
Mary’s. 
 
His wife’s family, the Woodman’s, 
were recorded in Buckland in a survey 
of 1653; the earliest surviving grave in 
Buckland is that of Richard Woodman 
(died 1713); and other Woodman fami-
ly members were certainly present in 
17283.   Michael also had a family link 
to Buckland: his brother Richard 
Barnes was living there.   Michael and 
Frances settled in Buckland after their 
marriage in 1728, perhaps sharing the 
house of his brother, or as his neigh-
bour3,4.   
 
Michael & Frances had three boys in 
succession in 1728, 1729 and 1731, the 
first and second both died as infants 
within a few weeks, and the third also 
died in childhood3.  Each of these chil-
dren were called Michael.      It was 
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during this time of personal tragedies 
that Michael Barnes established him-
self as an Attorney at Law in Reigate in 
1729, at 46 High Street Reigate.  The 
timing of setting up the company was 
no accident.  It followed the 1728 Act of 
Parliament which legislated that all es-
tablished solicitors—often then called 
Attornies - and those who wished to 
begin a new practice, had, for the first 
time to be registered with the Inns of 
Court.   The Law Society did not exist at 
the time, but the Law Society Library 
does now have the original printed 
book listing several thousand Solicitors 
across England, that were ‘sworn in’ to 
the Inns of Court, in 1729 and 1730.  It is 
here we find the record that Michael 
Barnes of Reigate was admitted to the 
Kings Bench on 10 November 1730, illus-
trated overleaf5. 
   
You may be familiar with Morrison’s 
Solicitors, rebranded as ’Morr & Co’ in 
2022.  This company, now based in 
Redhill, has eight further offices in Sur-
rey & Hampshire and a staff of over 
200.   However, in 1993, they had just 
two offices on High Street, Reigate and 
Station Road Redhill.  The company has 
been trading for almost 300 years, and 
we find that Michael Barnes was the 
founding father of the company in 
1729.  George Morrison came to join the 
practice later, in 1808, and three gener-
ations of the Morrison family led the 
company until 1940.  The history of the 
company has been documented6, with 
additional  details  of the Barnes and 
Morrison families who practiced as so-
licitors. 

The initial office was at 46 High Street 
Reigate.  This timber-framed building, 
built in the 1600’s, is listed Grade II by 
Heritage England7.   In 1729, it was 
owned by the Reigate Priory Estate, like 
most of the High Street properties.   In 
1922 the Freehold to the premises was 
purchased by Morrisons, and the firm 
only vacated (after 264 years) in 1993.  
The building is now occupied by the 
Island House Restaurant. 
 
Tragically, on 27 August 1736, Michael’s 
wife Francis died, aged just 31.  She is 
buried at Buckland St Mary’s in the 
same grave as her infant son, the first 
Michael3.    After just 8 years of mar-
riage, Michael was a widower with two 
young children, Frances Jnr. Aged 7, 
and Richard age 2.    There is no evi-
dence that he ever remarried. 
 
In the same year that Michael’s wife 
died, 1736, Michael’s brother Richard 
Barnes was married to Anne Tasker, in 
Lewes on 12 April 1736.  Richard also 
took out a mortgage of £200 at £6 per 
annum interest from Henry Moore to 
purchase East Green House [now 
known as Orchard Farm, still standing 
on Lawrence Lane Buckland] together 
with 12 acres of pasture and apple or-
chards8.      To take on this mortgage, 
Michael’s brother Richard Barnes obvi-
ously had substantial wealth. It is possi-
ble that the two brothers and their 
families agreed to live together in one 
home, following the death of Michael’s 
wife.    The house in question is certain-
ly large enough: it has about eight  bed-
rooms  and in later years the building 
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Left: 
1730 Original Document Cover5 

 
Below: 
Listing from this document of Michael 
Barnes of Reigate in County of Surrey, ad-
mitted (to the Kings bench), on 20 Novem-
ber 1730, by Mr Justice Probyn, at Serjeants 
Inn, Chancery Lane5 

was to become Buckland’s Workhouse.  
Now the building is split into two 
homes. 
 
Michael Barnes not only lived in Buck-
land but was a key member of the 
‘Homage’ (Committee) of Buckland 
Court which existed from 1655 to 18404.  
The Beaumont family were the ‘Lords 

of the Manor’ owning Buckland Parish, 
and they selected key important village 
residents to serve with them on the 
Homage to manage the village – from 
law and order, land disputes, setting 
and collecting rents, etc. The meeting 
minutes survive as the ‘Buckland Court 
Rolls.’   Michael Barnes served 28 years 
on the Homage committee from 1747 
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to 1775, latterly as The Steward 
(Chairman)4.    
 
Michael Barnes was active not only in 
Estate Management, but also convey-
ancing.   In 1761, an advertisement in a 
London newspaper, shows four prop-
erties being sold by Michael Barnes, at 
the Crown Inn, Reigate.   The proper-
ties were Norwood Hill Place Farm; and 
small-holdings in Leigh, Walton-on-the-
Hill and Banstead9.   
 
Michael Barnes left a will10 in 1770, 6 
years prior to his death.  He established 
a Trust, with three Trustees: his son 
Richard, William Scawen and William 
Napan Elliot of Reigate to manage his 
funds and investments.  He planned to 
gift £1500 each, to his son Richard and 
his daughter Frances – who he de-
scribes as ‘unhappily incapable of act-
ing for herself in such a manner’.    Also 
benefitting conditionally were his cous-
ins from Lewes; children of his late 
Uncle Joseph Edwards, Abraham, 
John, Ann & Mary.   
 
One of the Trustees, William Elliot, died 
in 1776 - earlier in the same year that 
Michael Barnes died.  His role as a Trus-
tee was replaced by Thomas Beaumont 
(Lord of the Manor at Buckland).11  It 
reflects the close relationship to the 
‘Lord of the Manor’ of Buckland, and 
one of Michael’s clients, that he was 
willing to act as a trustee of his person-
al Estate. 
 
Michael Barnes ‘died in Reigate on 1st 
January 1776’  and is buried at Buckland 

St Mary’s, alongside his wife Francis 
(with infant child Michael), and his 
niece Frances, daughter of his brother 
Richard.   The three graves survive.  
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Solicitor, Kings Bench, 1730. P.6, in 
‘Additional List of Attornies & Solici-
tors presented to the House of Com-
mons, pursuant to their order of 22 
February 1730’.  Law Society Library, 
Chancery Lane, London 

6. Ferns D C, 2022.  The History of Morr 
& Co Solicitors, 1729-2029.  93pp.   
Morr & Co. Redhill, Surrey 

7. 1951 Antiquities of Surrey, 4th edi-
tion. Surrey County Council, p184 

8. BEA 25/Gp8/15 1736     Richard Barnes’ 

Mortgage on East Green House, Buck-
land.  

9. 1761 Advert for Michael Barnes, sell-
ing four properties.   The General 
Evening Post (London) 3 March 1761 

10. 1770  Will of Michael Barnes (via An-
cestry) 

11. 1776     BEA 43/1/4.  Appointment of 

Thomas Beaumont as Trustee to 
Michael Barnes’ will 
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GARDENING NOTES—OCTOBER  
October – a time for garden renewal 

 
Although the nights are now drawing in and daylight hours are shortening, I treat 
any warm and sunny days in October as a real bonus, as it is ideal gardening 
weather! After the drought came the rains which have made the soil more 
workable; this makes replacing distressed shrubs and perennials so much easier. 
If your garden is heavy clay you may find this is the easiest time of year to “work” 
it, dig it over, make any changes and/or replant.  
 
Lawns have revived quickly and beautifully in the last few weeks. For any patches 
that remain, rough up the soil, spread some fine topsoil or lawn dressing around 
the area, sprinkle on grass seed and gently rake in. Hey presto – that’s all you 
need to do to revive the dead areas.  
 
Think ahead now to the spring, especially in relation to planting bulbs. Whether 
they are for pots or for the open ground, plant them soon and you will be 
rewarded next year with plenty of colour. The largest array of colour and size is 
from tulips, ranging from 20cm to 60cm and beyond. For unusual varieties, check 
out the feathered petals of the striking Estella Rijnveld, the (almost) black Paul 
Scherer, and flamey Orange Marmalade.  When planting up winter hanging 
baskets or pots, start with a layer of dwarf tete-a-tete narcissi which will shoot 
through and bring cheerful colour when some of the other plants are waning.  
Acers should now be showing off their best autumn fiery foliage, as will many 
trees such as (my favourite) Liquidamber. Many parks and gardens will have a 
good display, but Winkworth Arboretum near Godalming and Sheffield Park near 
Uckfield have particularly memorable autumn vistas.  

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries 

Happiness is simple pleasures, 

spending time doing what you love and 

spending time with those you love  

 
Leo Babauta  
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MUSIC IN DORKING  -  THE SEASON AHEAD 

8th at 7.30, English Arts Chorale at Dorking Halls, 
£19-27, 01306 881717 
15th from 9.45am, LHMF Come & Sing at Dorking 
Halls, £25, 01306 881717 
15th at 5.30, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St 
Martin’s church 
22nd at 7.30, piano trio at Dorking Halls, £21, 01306 
740619 

 

This month marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of Ralph Vaughan Williams.  He 
was one of England’s finest composers, noted especially for his many choral 
works and nine symphonies.  He had close connections to Dorking, spending most 
of his childhood at nearby Leith Hill Place, later living in Dorking itself, and being 
for nearly fifty years the first conductor of the Leith Hill Music Festival.  Fittingly, 
his statue now stands directly outside the Dorking Halls.  The occasion will be 
marked in a concert given by the English Arts Chorale and Orchestra, conducted 
by Leslie Olive, which will feature Vaughan Williams’ first two symphonies.  These 
are the Sea symphony, a highly dramatic piece with chorus, and the London sym-
phony, a portrait of a city Vaughan Williams came to know well. 
 
The Leith Hill Festival will also celebrate with a ‘Come and Sing’ – a day devoted to 
the music of RVW.  Under the direction of the festival’s conductor, Jonathan Will-
cocks, participants will be able to rehearse three of his choral works – the Fantasia 
on Christmas Carols, Five English Folksongs, and Toward the Unknown Region – fin-
ishing with an informal concert performance of the three pieces.  This will be an 
excellent opportunity to explore these works under the inspired leadership of a 
renowned and enthusiastic choral conductor.  The cost of £25 includes copies of 
the music and the day begins with registration at 9.45. 
 
The Dorking Concertgoers begin their new concert season with a visit from the 
Vienna Mozart Trio, a group comprising piano, violin and cello.  They are noted 
especially for their performances of the Viennese classics, and their programme 
includes two trios by Mozart and one by Mendelssohn.  The Concertgoers will pay 
their own tribute to Vaughan Williams in their next concert, a piano duet recital in 
November, when two VW works will be included. 
The Dorking Chamber Orchestra’s concert will begin with the overture to Mozart’s 
opera Don Giovanni, followed by Haydn’s cello concerto no.2 with soloist Filippo 
Ramaciotti, a young student from the Yehudi Menuhin school.  The concert will 
finish with Gounod’s first symphony. 

Ian Codd 
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APPLE PRESSING :  
BRING YOUR OWN APPLES! 

Saturday 15 October, 11.00am - 3.00pm 
Betchworth Village Hall, Station Road 

 

Let’s celebrate the apple!  Come and join our first 
communal Apple Press Day, directly copied – with 
their full backing - on the successful model of 
neighbouring Leigh’s own annual event.  With 
support from the Betchworth and Buckland Society, 
some residents of both villages are already 
committed to bring apples for pressing. This Re-
Betchworth organised event may be a bit rough at 
the edges first time around, but it will be fun anyway 
and will grow with your support.   

Apple Pressing in the car park 
Your dessert apple crop may be over early this year, but your cookers will be 
good for a while yet.  Do bring them along to have them pressed and bottled, for 
drinking as fresh juice or freezing.  No windfalls please.   
 
No apples?  Come anyway to buy the freshest possible juice, pressed in front of 
your eyes from apples donated by others.  Utterly delicious!      
 
Cakes, puds and toffee apples in the Hall.  How about treating yourself to a slice 
of scrumptious village-baked apple cake for elevenses that day, or an apple pud 
after lunch?  Washed down with juice (of course), coffee, tea and other 
refreshments?  All this – and a toffee apple or two - available in the Hall from 
11.00.    
 
Lunch – reservations essential.  With a little help from the Norbury Cheese 
Company, Chiddingfold’s Garden Cider Company and Buckland Deli, you can 
enjoy a proper ‘ploughman’s’ complete with village-made apple chutney.  Lunch 
will be available after 12.30 and prior booking is essential to ensure we have 
enough!  To book, email rebetchworth@gmail.com 
 
Children’s Activities. Older children will be welcome to help with the pressing, 
under supervision; in the Hall there’ll be plenty of fun for the younger ones, 
under the creative eye of our Betchworth Forest School leader.  
 
Important note: it’s a cash-only event.             Contact: rebetchworth@gmail.com  
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DORKING LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

The DLHG continues its popular programme of talks on a fascinating range of top-

ics, some of which are live and some accessible via Zoom.  Talks are free to mem-

bers, but non-members are welcome. Upcoming dates include: 

• Droughts, Deluges and Dust-devils: 350 years of weather in SE UK:  A talk 
by popular Surrey Weatherman Ian Currie about extreme weather events 
of the past. 3rd October, live talk at Crossways, Community Baptist Church, 
7.15 for 7.30pm (£2 at the door for non-members). 

• Railways of Surrey: A Zoom talk by local journalist David Rose. 17th Octo-
ber: https://www.meet-up.com/Surrey-History-Meetup/.  

• Quex Park as a VAD hospital in WW1: Quex archivist Hazel Basford tells the 
story of this Kent country house made available as an auxiliary military hos-
pital.  31st October, Zoom talk (as above). 

 
For further details of these talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to 
https://dlhg.org.uk. 

David Burton 

SINGING FOR FUN 

Our singing session on the third Monday of the month in 
September was postponed due to the Queen's funeral. 
Could not imagine singing on such a day with millions 
glued to the television. 

We had started with a new selection of songs especially 
chosen by two of our members to bring to mind well-known songs through the 
various decades starting with the 1940s through to 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s and 
90s.Two songs from each decade. Shows our age, I suppose. Just for the fun of 
singing something completely different. That choice came as a bit of a shock to 
our accompanist Gina Eason who is used to more traditional songs. 

Come and join us for free trial session. We meet in Buckland's Reading Room 
twice a month, on the first and third Monday from 10am to noon. A friendly 
group, most of them members of the Dorking U3A. 

Meike Laurenson 0774 755 1196 or email mlaurenson@talktalk.net 

https://dlhg.org.uk


 

38 October 2022 
 

The Horticultural Society 
Betchworth * Brockham * Buckland 

October signals the start of Autumn.  The summer of 2022 has been exceptional-
ly dry and because of the drought. the leaves on the trees started turning in late 
August.  September brought a little rain to our gardens but not enough.  With 
the leaves turning beautiful shades of red, orange and yellow the landscape 
looks to be ‘on fire’. Berries and fruits start to appear on the hedgerows, which 
brings winter food for our birds and small animals.  Autumn is a colourful time of 
the year. 
 
The Autumn Show is now over for another year and it is time to focus on our 
own gardens.   You may be starting to plan for the coming year by planting 
spring flowering bulbs, daffodils, tulips and fritillaria (snake head) or perhaps a 
wildflower seed area to compliment the spring bulbs.   
 
There are plenty of jobs that need tending in your gardens too.   Prune climbing 
and rambling roses. Lift your dahlias, begonias and gladioli tubers and store 
them in a dry place for next year. Scarify lawns to get rid of moss and dead 
thatch, rake any dry leaves and add to the compost heap. Mowing lawns usually 
ceases by the end of October as growing slows down.  October is an ideal time 
to plant hedges, move small trees and shrubs plus the everlasting raking of 
leaves! 
 
Although the days are getting shorter, there is still time to enjoy the rich colour-
ful display that October has to offer while getting the garden ready for winter.  
The BGHS Autumn Show report will be in the next edition 
 

Jane Siegal    bghsociety@hotmail.com 

The happiness of your life depends upon the 

quality of your thoughts.  Very little is needed 

to make a happy life; it is all within yourself, 

in your way of thinking. 

 

Marcus Aurelius (Roman Emporer, 121 to 180 AD) 
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THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH 
 

A Decorative Art: History of Wallpapers  
A talk by Jo Banham 

 
MONDAY OCTOBER 17TH at 2.30 pm  

BETCHWORTH VILLAGE MEMORIAL HALL  
(or by Zoom) 

 
 
Jo Banham, former head of adult learning at The Victoria & 
Albert Museum and now a freelance curator, lecturer and 
writer, will be presenting this lecture.  
 
Wallpaper, she says, is often regarded as the Cinderella of the 
Decorative Arts – the most ephemeral and least precious of 
the decorations produced for the home. Yet, the history of 
wallpaper is a long and fascinating subject. It dates back to 
the 16th century and encompasses a huge range of beautiful 
patterns created both by anonymous hands and by some of 
the best-known designers of the 19th and 20th centuries 
 
Join us for this stimulating, illustrated lecture. It is free for members but do come 
as a visitor for £5. Just pay at the door.   For further information email Christine 
Smart:  christine.smart77@gmail.com or ring 01737 841597  
For all our events or to become a member see our website  
www.theartssocietybetchworth.org.uk 

Carol Evans 

EVE’s ONLINE DATING PROFILE [comments in brackets] 

Sex: Female  
Age: About 15 minutes since I was invented [but about 21 in my photo] 

Location: In the garden [was she blonde?  from Essex?] 
Height: A tall vine [not good with numbers] 

Favorite music: Adam and the Ants [ahead of her time?] 
Favourite pet:  Bit weird I know, but I’d love a snake [could foresee the future?] 

Personality: VERY easily tempted [sure was] 
Looking for: A sort of unique guy, easy to chat to. I think he should have an six 

pack.  I think that God made one guy just for me - which is so cool! 
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BROCKHAM BOWLS CLUB 
 
  
Well normally one would leave the best bit until 
the end but, as most of you know, normal is not 
a word associated with myself. The Friendship 
League. We are looking to regain our crown and 
have played three matches this month. First up 
was Reigate Priory where we had had a 
comfortable victory and gained 9 and ½ points 
out of the 11 available.  Next were Pippbrook and 
although we won on two rinks and lost on two 
we gained the bonus points on shots scored and 
picked up another 8 points. Finally, we had 
extraordinary game against Newdigate where 

we lost on three rinks but won on the other by such a huge margin, we actually 
won the overall match and walked away with 6 ½ points. All of which means we 
are well clear at the top of the table and the only team who can catch us are 
Bookham who we play on 11th September. If we win, we are Champions. If we 
lose, they still have two games in hand but would have to get maximum points in 
both matches to overhaul us so the odds are heavily stacked in our favour. Watch 
this space. 
 
Probably the most important day in our calendar is our Poland Day where all the 
local clubs are invited to play and compete over the whole day. It was a huge 
success and was exceptionally well run by Bob Greory who worked tirelessly as 
he always does for the Club. Also congrats to Christine Knight, our Captain, who 
put in a very long shift, along with her band of helpers, to provide the 
competitors with a feast of food throughout the day. The day is a great 
advertisement for our Club and obviously a good fund raiser. The competition 
was won by Cheam Felds who just overcame Bookham to win the Trophy. 
 
Our internal competitions finals days are upon us with all the players geared up 
for some tough matches. Results next month. As the season end approaches 
Christine or myself will still gladly answer any questions you may have about our 
Club or the game of bowls. I’m sure I’ll see many of you over the coming months 
Best regards from all at Brockham Bowls Club. 

 Rick Lawrence 
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THE SHOP AT STROOD GREEN 
 
October delights in our shop 
Although it sounds a bit early, we have already 
had our first delivery of Christmas stock, which 
will be on the shelves by the time you read this so 
please do come and have a browse and get some 
ideas for Christmas at realistic prices and a good 
range of unusual products for all ages and tastes – 
and hopefully the pocket too.   
 
Shop local for Christmas where possible and help 
to support your community, and also by doing so, 
local suppliers. For those of you who were living in 
the village in 2009, remember the excitement and what a relief it was to have a 
lovely, friendly, independent shop, providing much-needed local employment 
opportunities for those young and old, mentoring young people starting to earn 
money and volunteer for their Duke of Edinburgh. And of course, with the cost 
of fuel and car park charges, why go further afield?  
 
Brockham Bonfire 5th November 
We are delighted that the Bonfire is back on this year, after 2 years of Covid re-
strictions.  We will, as always, be baking lots of baguettes/rolls to order but can 
also order in anything else you might need for your entertaining if we have 
enough notice.   So, as soon as you know what you might need, please speak to a 
member of staff, who can make sure your reservation is in the book. 
 
Why not visit us? 
We take pleasure in welcoming those new residents who have moved into 
Strood Green and Brockham recently. Do come and visit us if you haven’t already 
and have a leisurely browse round – you may be surprised at our extensive stock 
range for a small rural community shop (including gluten free products) and the 
services we offer. We have often been described as “like a Tardis” but come and 
see for yourselves! 
 
Opening hours: 
Mon – Wed  7 – 6;   Thurs – Fri  7 – 7;  Sat  7 – 3;   Sun/Bank holidays  8 - 12 
 

Christine and all the Staff.  01737 843965   stroodgreenshop@gmail.com 
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Crossword (p.20) 
Solution  

 

Sudoku (p.22) 

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 

Wordsearch (p.22) Solution  
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October 2022.  Issue No. 1156 

Articles   Please submit articles for next months edition by the above date, via 
email to fernsdc@gmail.com.  If possible please submit WORD format for text 
files, JPG for images and PDF for posters.    New articles and contributors are 
welcomed.  If in any doubt about whether an article could be published, please 
contact the Editor. 
 
Editorial  Views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and are 
not necessarily shared by the editor or other church staff. 
 
Contact details  This magazine is published by St. Mary’s Church. Contact names, 
phone numbers and emails are provided as a service to readers, and these appear 
in the printed and web versions of the magazine with the permission of the 
individuals.  Please advise the editor of any updates or corrections to the contact 
details. 

  HISTORICAL NOTES   

A book on the History of Buckland is available: Buckland 1000-2000 with 2020 Vision by 
Duncan C Ferns.  300pp, over 250 illustrations and a 600-name index.  Purchase from 
Squires Nursery Buckland, The Reverie at Park Lake, local Waterstones, Amazon online or 
request to fernsdc@gmail.com.   
 
Buckland (then Bochelant) was mentioned in the Domesday Book as a village of 35 
households, a church and a watermill.  These days it is a picturesque village covering 1362 
acres, with a total population of around 580 in 240 households.  Buckland is in the Diocese 
of Southwark (Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Christopher Chessun) and the Area of Croydon (Area 
Bishop: The Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark). 

COPY DATE: 16 Oct 2022 

AVAILABLE FROM:  28 Oct 2022 

Distributors can collect on the above date.  Household delivery will be up to a few days later. 
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Regular activities in the Reading Room:  

• Monday am     Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd Mondays) 

• Monday pm               Art group 

• Monday 4.30pm       Brownies  & Rainbows 

• Tuesday am                Toddlers 

• Tuesday 2.15pm        Bridge Club 

• Thursday 2.15pm       Bridge Club 

• Thursday evening     Yoga 

• Saturday pm               Sugarcraft Guild  (2nd Saturday) 
For booking enquiries please contact Stella Cantor, preferably  by email: 
Bookings4bucklandreadingroom.com   or   01737.843335  

BUCKLAND READING ROOM ACTIVITIES 

Arts Society, Betchworth 
Bell Ringers (practice Friday evenings) 
Betchworth & Buckland Children’s Nursery 
Betchworth & Buckland Toddler Group 
Betchworth & Buckland Society (secretary) 
Betchworth Operatic & Dramatic Society 
British Legion 
Brockham Green Horticultural Society 
Brockham Surgery/Chemist 
Buckland & Betchworth Choral Soc. (sec.) 
Buckland Parochial Charity (clerk) 
Buckland Parish Council (clerk) 
Buckland Village Shop  
Children’s Society 
Family Activities Betchworth & Buckland  
Girl Guides contact 
North Downs Primary School 
One World Group 
Reading Room - Chairman 
 - Treasurer 
 - Secretary 
Reigate Pilgrims Cricket Club 
St. Catherine’s Hospice 
Women’s Institute   

Carole Evans 
David Sayce     
Laura Snelling 
Debbie Jones 
Tamlynne Chapman 
Pam Patch 
Derek Holgate     
Ruth & Paul Johnson
 n/a    
Jean Cooke     
Debbie Jones     
Sheena Boyce   
Amy Snaith     
Margaret Miller 
Catriona Martin  
Jane Stewart 
Jane Douglass   
Meike Laurenson 
Tim Howe 
John Maud 
Liz Vahey  
Julian Steed  
Sheila Dyer  
Margaret Miller 

01372 452563 
242776 
843610 
07701 347351 
07734 202427 
844138 
842654  
842691 
843259/842175 
245161 
07701 347351  
448023   
845999 
842098 
07710 498591 
842302 
843211 
248909 
844595 
843530 
221444 
842220 
842046 
842098 

Websites: Church: www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net;  
Village: www.bucklandsurrey.net 

Printed by Barkers Print Ltd.  01306 888858   rob@barkersprint.co.uk 

http://www.stmarythevirginbuckland.net/
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